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Her ROYAL HIGHNESS 
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is ſo great a Preſu mption „and 
more eſpecially in ſo young and 
obſcure a Writer, that I am 
wholly at a Loſs in what Manner to proceed. 


"Tis the Buſineſs of a Dedication to luſtrate 
the Merits of the Patron, and fi 
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Hane) has forme Pretence 
Your Feet!" He wis't 


L UA the e Protschon of the be brighteſt P It rel, 
and moſt exalted Genius, - ever cou'd be 
juſtly boaſted" of by any Age. How cou d- I 
other ways compenſate for 2 0 bold an Under- 
taking, as the Attempt to mend any Perfor- 
mance of that celebrated Author's muſt ap- 
Pear! 4 You, Madam, by Your unbounded 
G ſs, have ſecured me from all the little 
alice I meagre Criticks, and the ſeverer Cen- 
re of ſuperior Judgments : Even thoſe, to 
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poſlible for our, Sex to ex 
prevailing Influence, 
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like the br ighteſt Diamonds, may. receive an a 
ditional Luſtre by being advantagiouſſy placed; Y. 
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Your: Perfe < Senſe. of id, 
wou'd ſwell this Addreſs to 1 
proper for a Dedi 
do my ſelf the Violence; 
a Task ſo much too powerful for my une- 
qual Pen, with making the World my Witneſs, 
that Jam with the greateſt Admiration, Re- 
ſpect, and Gratitude, _ 3 
Tour Hicnngsss _. 
25 Me off Faithful, and | 
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in a Woman's Compoſition, 1 believe 
few People will diſpute ; and to be 
charged with the Poſſeſſion of more 
r . than all my Sex put together, is 
what I ll expect ; but I muſt beg Leave to 
deny that Aſſertion, as ſtrenuouſiy as it can be 

unpoſed upon me ; for though it may, and 
wich ſome Juſtice, be thought a very bold At- 
tempt to ſoar upon the E Ale Wings if Fr Phi- 
lip Sidney, yet certainly it ſhows at leaft more 
Modeſty than Zo ya anew my ſelf; and more 
0 e as. 
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dis h gun Manner and Morality> ether ae 
nd. Hour ＋ impoſing. their Horks te another's 
Reudiig and the ſpreading,of any Treatiſe which 
ir ill rote, muſt certainiy be as great. a. Refle- 
ction upon the Judgment 15 _ e as that 
of- the en 4. $7 WA Wan 0 Att nov 
SO, 108 ay ( I & I 
Conf 7 YO. Ny little 1 hin to ſay, a ee 
may poſſibly be thought u very needleſs. Thing for 
me to attempt. I am iny ſelf of that Opinion, and 
| ſhould not haue made. the Jeaft Efſuy towards it, 
but that I knew no better Opportunity of making 
my Acknowledements to thut Part \of, my. Subſcri- 
bers which I have not the Hondur to be perſonally 
acquainted with. \\Jf\they accept my Thanks, 
they do me a dbuble Favour; lis hut Juſtice, 
which-1-offer than; tho ſhould they, hon og 
ing the Bool, return ine the\ſame. Compliment, 1 
much” fear the rigid Preſent would more 
cancel that of their former Gogadlnaturs. Pride 
nds ee Fine e led fe, 
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meet with many Enemies ; th Lterty of el. 
(elf and Performance. under the Pr 
fo great a"Patroneſs will undoubted, 
create me i ſome Enqy; but as that Honour muſt, 


and with a great deal of Fuſtice, be attributed 


uſroe- Benignity of Temper than 


any Merit I can pretend to plead, I hope the 


moſt envious will rather be prompted to admire 


her Goodneſs, than repine at my Happineſs. 
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the eee which adorn our Earth, and deeper 
2, ſtrike the. Senſes with our great Creator's Power, 
LES ſhone with a double Luſtre; the Sun forgot his Par- 
tiality, and Night and Day ſucceeded equally; when 

che young Strephon, regardleſs of his Flock, and full 
of ſelf. conſuming Care, and hopeleſs Love, came 
to the Sands which juſt oppoſe the well-known Ifle of Cithera, 
The Place inſpired him with ſome Reflections that border'd on De- 
light; but ſoon were quell'd by thoſe corroding Thoughts, which, 
Vulture- like, prey'd on his trembling Heart. At length, his heavy 
Eyes, ſtreaming with Tears, the Harbingers of his Heart's Woe, turn- 
ed to the Iſland; where, ſpying his Soul's Choice, his only Friend, 
though Rival, both center d in the Perſon of the Shepherd Claius, 
he call'd him to him; and with a Look, which almoſt ſpoke 
the Purport of his Soul, thus faid ; My Friend, my better Self, hi- 
ther we are come to pay the Compliment of Woe, impoſed on us 
by our too cruel Memory, which, with impetuous Violence, exacts 
this Duty ; and not content with that, makes us forget our ſelves, our 
Friends, and every other Buſineſs of our Lives, Tell me, my Claius, 
tell me, when you and I were with our Fellow-Swains, did we cer 


ſhare a Joy, or taſte a Pleaſure with them? O happy they that cou d 
B amuſs 


=? Fa: 
1 2 


5 Philip Sidney's ARCADIA 


amuſe themſelves amidſt their harmleſs Sheep, and ſpoxriag Lambs, 
while our ſevere Reflection admitted us no Reſpite, not even for our 

Food, our needful Reſt, or our Devations to the Gods; bur ſtill en- 
forced our Thoughts to wander to this Place, where laſt our Eyes 
were bleſs'd with gazing on Uranias Charms. Fer ſince that happy 
Time, our Hearts continually have been employ'd in thus upbraiding 
us: Baſe and degenerate Wretches, how can your Minds, ſtampt with 
that Angel Form, deſcend ſo low, as, for the Thoughts of ſordid 
Gain, to quit the Enquiries of her Safety, when hoſtile War, Rapine, 
and Violence, uſurp the Quiet of the Land? How can you leave that 
Shore unviſited, from whence you may behold the too too happy 
Place of her Abode? How can you ceaſe to kiſs thoſe Steps, where your 
_ Urania's Feet printed the laſt Farewel of Beauty's perfect Stamp? Re- 
ſpirited with this Reproof, we ſoon obey'd the Dictates of our Me- 
mories ; and here we find, that as this Place occaſioned the conſtant 
Labour of that Faculty, ſo its Pains, its Griefs, and Anguiſh are aug- 
mented by the Sight. On yonder riſing Ground Urania lighted ; the 
Horſe, who late upheld his lofry Neck, ſauffling againſt the Wind, 
and prancing, as he diſdain'd the Ground he trod, now droop'd, and 
hung his Head, and ſeem'd as he bewail'd the Loſs of ſuch a Mana» 
ger: But as for thee, my Claius, how ſhall I deſcribe the differing Mo- 
tions of thy Soul, at thy Attempt to aid her lighting down! Love and 
Deſpair, Deſire and Awe, and all the agonizing Pains of a deep- 


grounded Paſſion, rack d thy torn Heart, and made thy trembling | 


Hands almoſt incapable of the happy Office. I took my Cloak, * 
laid it under her, more glorious, when adorned with ſuch a Jewel, 
than are the Robes af Kings: She thanked me with a gentle Soft- 
neſs ; and turning her fair Eyes to their accuſtom'd home, with Tears 
ſhe paid che Tribute of her Parting ; yer looked with ſuch a patienc 
Reſignation, as made even Diſtreſs ſeem amiable : But when ſhe 
ſpoke, Oh! how my raviſh'd Ears devour'd the pleaſing Sounds. 
When ſhe was going, thy Paſſions, too great to be confin'd, burſt into 
Tears: At the unmanly Sight ſhe laid her lilly Hand upon chine Eyes, 
as if at once ſhe meant to hide thy Weakneſs from the World, and 
ſhow thee that her tender Nature was not inſenſible of thy Suffering. 
The Boat arriv'd, ſhe half ſtep'd in, at once bleſſing both Elements 
with her divided Beauties; but when the Sea was in the whole Poſ- 
ſeſſion of her Charms, how its curd Waves danced round the Boat, 


bur gently curbing their Delight, for fear the boiſterous Pleaſure 
ſhould fright the lovely Cauſer : The wanton Zephyrs fan'd her bloom- 
ing Checks, and ſoftly ſwell'd the Sails. Crania O Urania ] may ſt 

thou be ever happy, ever bleſs d, thou faireſt, chaſteſt, full Perfection 


of thy Sex. Here his Speech faird him, and interrupting Sobs gave 
Claius an Opportunity of making this Return: Alaſs ! my Ktrephon, 


the Occaſions of our Miſery need not be recounted ; they are too deep 


already printed on our Hearts ; that we are truly wretched in her 
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Abſence, is not now to be aſcertain d, and that this Place adds to the 
miſerable Reflection, is full as ſure; as ſoon may trembling Lambs 


forget to fear at the Approach of ſome devouring Wolf, as we ceaſe to 


renew our Griefs upon the Sight of any Place ance happy in her Pre. 
ſence ; every Action, every Word ſhe ſpake, and every pointed Look 


comes freſh into our Minds: Bur as theſe Refleions ſerve to exag · 
gerate and ſwell che Woes of Parting ; fo let them on the other hand 
put us in Mind, how. great a Pleaſure we enjoy'd in knowing and 
adoring ſo much Excellence ; her Beauty wou'd ſeduce the frozen 
Hermit, and tempt him from his Cell ; her Breath is more refreſhing, 
far more ſweet, than is the gentle PN eſt Wind, which ſoftly 
creeps over the flow'ry Meads and ſhadow'd Waters, to allay the 


parching Heat of Summer's Noon-tide Sun, and yet is infinitely ſhort 
of the ſoft flowing Saunds that Breath conveys to our inchanted Ears. 


But as we are oblig d to obſerve the Beauties of rhe Sun by the Re- 
flection, the Glories of his Face being too powerful for our weak 
Eyes to examine, ſo her more powerful Charms will eaſier be deſcrib'd 


by their Effects. How has the Love of hee-inſpird us, ſilly Swains, 


with Thoughrs ſuperior to our low Conditions, and made our Com- 
panies admitted by Men of Wiſdom, Senſe and Learning? Has not 
the Deſire of her Approbation kept us (when others Senſes were 
lock'd up in Sleep) awake, ſtudying all Nature's Ways, and follow. 
ing the Tracts of deep Philoſophy 2 When other Shepherds were con- 


triving how to know their Sheep, we turn'd that Study to our ſelves; 
her Charms have reconcil'd the two great Oppoſites of Friend and 


Riyal, and keep Deſire within the Bounds of Chaſtity, 


As Claius was thus earneſtly proceeding in rapturous Deſcriptions of 


 Urania's Charms, he was interrupted by S7rephon, who had a good while 


been obſerving ſomething that floated upon the Water, which the working 
of the Sea drove towards the Shoar, and juſt then had caſt up almoſt be- 
fore them. They ſoon perceiv'd it to be a Man; and coming nearer, they 
found no Shew of Life ; but that his Hands were grip'd faſt round a 
{mall fquare Coffer, that lay under his Breaſt. The Sight of ſo fine a 
Perſon, as even in Death he appear'd to be, exceedingly moved their 
Compaſſion, and determin'd them to uſe all poſſible Means for his Re- 
covery ; and having, by turning him upon his Head, ler great Quanti- 
ties of ſalt Water run out of his Mouth, they found him begin to 
breathe ; and continuing to rub and chafe him, he at laſt came quite to 
himſelf, and fetching a Groan, open'd his Eyes ; but without employ- 
ing them or his Tongue in Thanks to his Reſtorers, he turn'd them 
to the utmoſt Limits of his Sight, and cry'd, Pyrockes ! Oh, Pyrocles ! 
But finding none anſwer ta his Exclamations, he attempted again to 
throw himſelf into the Sea; crying, If thou art nor on Earth, why 
then I'll ſeek thee in the Deep. The Shepherds, furpriz'd at his At- 
tempt to fling away a Life they had with fo much Pains preferv d, 

ran 
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ran to him, and with ſuperior Force with-held him; which he, agits- 
ted with Grief, reſented. My Friends, ſaid he, why would you ſeek 
to ſave a Wretch, whoſe Life you have no right in, and who eſteems 
your Courtefies an Injury? He ſpeaking this in Greek, which was the 
Shepherd's natural Language, mov'd them to be the more ſollici- 
tous for his Safety; and finding by his Manner, that it was the Loſs 
of ſome near Friend, which fo ſenſibly affected him, they ſtrove, by 
the moſt reaſonable Arguments they could uſe, to mitigate his Fears, 
by urging, That as the Almighty Power had, in ſo wonderful a 
Manner, preſery'd his Life; ſo the ſame Providence might have af- 
forded its Protection to his Friend, himſelf having eſcap'd as emi- 
nent Dangers as could be prov'd by Mortal. Theſe Suppoſitions 
gave him but little Comfort, Deſpair having ſo entirely ſeiz'd his Soul, 
as left not the leaſt room for any Gleam of Hope: But, anſwer'd he, 
Since your Humanity inclines you to preſerve a Wretch wholly inca- 
pable of Comfort, let it extend ſo far as to provide a Veſſel, that I 
may try, if poſſible, to find the Body of my loſt Friend; and for 
ſo great a Piece of Service, this Casket will enable me to ſhew my 
Gratitude, Claius immediately went to a neighbouring Fiſherman, 
who provided them a Boat, and ſome neceſſary Cloathing for the Stranger, 
who hitherto was expoſed to the Inclemencies of the Air. This Care 
being taken, they all embarked together, and were ſcarce got beyond 
the Haven's Mouth, eer, at a little Diſtance, they perceiv'd a Place 
in the Sea which appeared much diſcoloured, and obſerved ſome 
Sparks of Fire and Smoak iſſue from it; which the fine Youth no 
ſooner ſaw, but he renewed his Lamentations, bearing his Breaſt, and 
tearing his curbd Hair, which looſſy flow'd in Ringlets down his 
graceful Shoulders: Yonder, cry'd he, behold the Source of all my 
| Sorrows ; let me entreat you to ſteer as near as poſſible to that fatal 
Place, for there I ſhall be likelieſt to find the Cauſe of my Purſuit ; 
that Smoak which you obſerve, is but a ſmall Relict of a moſt ra- 
ging Fire, which forced my Friend and I to truſt our ſelves to the 
uncertain Mercy of the Sea, rather than fall a certain Sacrifice to the 
devouring Flames. They immediately turned their Courſe that Way, 
and ſoon came near enough to view a Sight of as much Horror, as 
ever filled their Eyes : The Ship, which he had juſt eſcaped from, or 
rather the Carkaſs of it, lay encompaſſed with its late Stores; the 
Men, deſtroy'd by various kinds of Deaths, were floating in the Wa- 
ter, and ſeemed not only to have proved the Cruelty of both Ele- 
ments, bur alſo to haye ſuffer'd from their own Species, their Bodies 
being covered over with griſly Wounds, which gaped as if they meant 
to clear the Seas of cauſing the Deſtruction : A little off, lay 
the main Maſt, whoſe towering Heights but late ſeemed to attempt 
the Skies, now, like the mourning helpleſs Widow, bereft of him 
that was her Glory, Honour and Support; upon it fate a Youth of 
ſo divine a Form, he ſeemed more God than Mortal; his Hair, as is 
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the Cuſtom of the Grecian Youths, hung down his Shoulders; the 
wanton Winds ſeemed proud to ſport with it, as did the Seas to bathe 
and kiſs his Feet; his every Motion was Majeſtick, nor could the deep 
Diſtreſs eclipſe the Greatneſs of his Soul: In his Right Hand, aloft, 
he waved a Sword, as if he meant to brave the World in his Extremity. 
The Fiſhermen were now come near enough to have given him ſome 
Aſſiſtance, but were ſo ſtruck with his Appearance, they had not Power 
to offer it; and viewing him more nearly, their Tgnorance, as never 
having ſeen ſo bright a Form before, made them conclude he was ſome 
Deity born of the Flood, and fall, with ſuperſtitious Reverence, to wor. 

ſhip him. Muſadorus was almoſt as much amazed with Joy, as they with 
Wonder; bur recollecting himſelf, he catched the Rope out of the Ma- 
riners Hand, and flung it to him to take hold of: His Extaſy would ſuffer 
him to ſay no more, but, Oh Pyrocles, art thou preſerved! and do J live 
to ſee it? The noble Youth cry'd, Yes, my Muſidorus, the Gods have 
_ ſpared me to thee; thou might'ſt have known my Safety, it being center'd 
in thy own. By this Time they had ſailed beyond his Reach, and 'twas 
with great Difficulty that Muſidorus perſwaded them to caſt about again, 
aſſuring them he was a Man, that wanted their Compaſſion, and would 
reward it liberally ; his Arguments at length prevailed; but e er they 
were come cloſe enough for Pyrocles to reach the Rope, one of the 
Sailors defcry'd a Galley, which came with full ſpread Sails and la- 
bouring Oars directly in chaſe of them; he too ſoon perceived it to be 
a well known Pyrate, who infeſted thoſe Seas, and not only robb'd the 
Merchants of their Treaſure, but forced their Men, to make his Gal- 
ley-Slaves, or fell at the next Market. When the Sailor had made 
this Report, the Maſter order'd them to ſet on all the Canvas they 
were able, and make their ſwifteſt Way to Shore, regardleſs of Muſido- 
rus's Prayers, Entreaties, Threats or Promiſes ; all he could urge, their 
Fears blew back, as Wind does empty Bubbles, and he had nothing left 
to aid Pyrocles with, but Prayers and fruitleſs Wiſhes. The Galley, 
ſeeing them paſt its Purſuit, turn d back to take the Spoil of the late 
Wreck, and with the reſt ſeiz'd on Pyrocles; which when Muſidorus ſaw, 
unable to contain his Anguiſh, he broke out into the ſevereſt Exclama- 
tions: Oh Pyrocles ! cry'd he, Shall that dear tender Form of thine be 
ſubject to the Gripes of cruel Chains? How will thy noble Soul ſubmit 
to the mean Offices of Servitude, or thy great Virtues ſtoop to aid 
the Ends of Vice and Villany 2 Better! O better! hadſt thou periſhed 
in the Deep, and nobly paid Nature's great Debt, than at the Price of 
glorious Liberty maintain a loathd Life. This Thought no ſooner 
came a-croſs him, but it was contradicted by his Friend's being in freſh 
Danger; the Galley having ſet upon another Ship which ſtoutly ſtood | 
the Fight, the Pyrates whom late he curs'd, and thought on as his worſt 
Enemies, now had his earneſt Prayers, fearing. Pyroc/es might periſh in 
their Overthrow ; but &er he could behold the Event, the Ship had 


reachd the Haven, and it was vain for him to think of that, or any 
e eee — — C other's 


othet's venturing to Sea again: This Impoſſibility put him at odds with 
Patience; the violent Perturbation of his Mind added to the Diſorder 
of his Body, and render d him incapable, without the help of ſome 
Refreſhment, to bear the Weight of either. The Shepherds were ſen- 


ſibly affected with his Sorrows, being themſelves ſo well acquainted 


with the Ties of Friendſhip ; they earneſtly entreated him to mitigate 
his Woes, and to conſider how happy, a few Hours ago, he would 
have thought himſelf, to have been on any Terms aſſur d of his Friend's 


Life; begg'd of him to believe that they were thoroughly moved ar 


his Misfortunes, and would do any thing in their Power to give him 
eaſe ; but that being almoſt Strangers in Laconia, they were not in a 
Capacity of ſerving him; bur if he would go with them to Arcadia, 
which was their native Country, and but a little Diſtance from 
that Place, they would recommend him to a Gentleman, that had a 
Houſe upon the Confines of the Country, whoſe Name was Kalander; 


one, who was to them a worthy. Patron, and renown'd by all who 


knew him, for Tenderneſs, Compaſſion, and Humanity, both to his 
Friends and Strangers; that Heaven had been ſo bountiful,” as not 
only to give him (as it too often happens) the bare Will, but alſo 
endow'd him with the Power of doing friendly Offices ; that he was a 
choſen Favourite of their Prince, and therefore high in Intereſt, nor 
only in his own Arcadia, but alſo. bore great Authority in all the 


neighbouring Countries of Peloporneſus ; that he at leaſt would accom- 


modate him with neceſſary Means for the Recovery of his Health, with- 
out which it would be impoſſible for him to purſue the Knowledge of 
his Friend's Fate; and in the Interim, the tender Piry, and chearful 
Converfation, which they aſſur d him he would meet with in the wiſe 
Kalander, might in ſome Meaſure allay the Torments of his Mind, and 
render his Misfortunes more 1 


Muſidorus being quite a Stranger in the Conti far from his na- 
tive Home, and driven almoſt as far beyond his Senſes by the Heart- 
racking Tortures he-endured, was very willing to accept their friendly 
Offer; but firſt he rook a Ring of ſome Value from his Finger, and 
gave it to the Mariners in Recompence of the late Trouble they had 
taken for him, and then addreſſed himſelf, with feeble Steps and 
Marks of inward Woe, to follow the Guidance of the Shepherds, who 
led the Way, bearing the Cheſt by turns: He ſeemed almoſt inſenſible 


which Path they took, attentive to nothing but his own Anxieties, 


which ſometimes forc'd a ſilent: Tear to ſtain: his: languid Face. For 
two whole Days they lefr him to his Meditations, wichout endeavour. 
ing to aſſwage his Melancholly, well knowing the firſt Overture of 
Grief is not to be withſtood, but like a headſtrong Torrent, flows 


beyond all Bounds, and will not be oppoſed till it has ſpent its Force; 


they tlierefore confined their Converſation to each other, but chuſing; 


ſuch Subjects of their own or others Griefs, which might inſenſibly 
draw 


© 3 N - 1 8 8 N SY . OO RISES? e IT 
LA a CONE S 2 8 8 ASME * £4 2X RE Ng on ˙ J A LO Per SEI6) Tn £4 EE bs 2 as os by ? » n . RX : 
Ce he eee ro tn 
CCR ee ĩÜ1Ü½Liil. y ³ 
4 w =, 's n 8 r be. "EB * e 2 8 AER 2 2 3 IF be =; Seek OTE IT 2 
5 3 nh I OD UT Re IM BP TA 
5 5 > p Ro EOS I Ra 8 


vs 


. 0 PORTS [ b ” 12 Sn 0 S - 2 . Fs a ont foot OE EE, BET 1 8 
0 - . Ee 8 FOE, TO 9 FN cr r 2 . 
x N . 7 5 8 8 FTC {1 n o . 2 8 n n 1 
3 r N 2 99 e = 7 SORE Io a ge Os" : 1 * P e MS.» 3 * of 
EA, X ITS MEFS ENTS YE I INES DER d è ̃ꝗ¶G]Hꝓ! ũ x A n ß . f ß ñß ß ñðᷣͤ . . Ts ( et 
c RS OL A ES. OT. Ne C = 3 3 TCC 2ö;öÜðtü + Jos ES 
For) OO SEC I ee OE a NAP A En et Ee TTC tein Wo be EE ß $55 s A I A en Ives Per ES Fe Fo 
7 tram . PY Is wa r 2 a 2 K 3 CR 8 = * ere eee 3 8 3 2 S No 
. 8 1 8 JC Do TAE 2 — Td CR I ro ̃ ͤ᷑ ned Later ee C e 
5 ; 8 „ P Cc TCC e 
5 P - 5 . = 812 n 


they loft the Houts they ſoorhed: A little Diſtance off fac a young 
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draw him a little from the Thought of his; dad 'though he was not 
attentive to them, yet now and then the Sounds would ſtrike his 
Ears, and force him, Cer he Was aware, to half liſten to their ſobthing 
Tales: This Art in their Behaviour moved him ſomething more to ob- 
ſerve them and now and then to wonder at the ſurpriſing Turns of Wit, 
and beautiful Expreſſions they utter d, far ſurpaſſing the common Con- 
verſation of Men of higher Rank and Fortunes. The Morning of their 
third Day's Travel 'they roſe from under a large Elm, which had that 
Night afforded them its friendly Shelter, and purſued their Journey; 
the Violets and Roſes ſeemed: contending which ſhould moſt diffuſe 
their blooming Sweets, to welcome the approaching Sun; tlie warbling 
Nightingales in moving Strains ſtretching their little Thfoats, made 
the Plains eccho with their Songs; all Nature ſmiled, and every thing 
looked bloeming, gay, and chearful, except tlie melancholly Muſtdo- 
rue; be, penſtve, fad, and thoughtful; putſied his Way, till having 
pafe'd'the barten; waſtful Mountains of Latonia, his Eyes were ſtruck 


with rhe moſt pleaſing Proſpect they ever yet beheld; the lofty Trees 


combin'd with ſpreading Branches to ſhads rhe riſing Hills from the 
Sun's patching Heat, whilſt tlie cool flowing Rivulets refteſhed the 
humble Vallies; the” Meadows wete oerfptead with various kinds of 


Flowers, the Gift of Nature's Botinty; Which might defy the Skill of 


the moſt cunning Artiſt; the little Birds; with watbling Eloquence, 
eccho'd the Pleafures of the Neighbourißg Thickets; the harmleſs 
Sheep were feeding on the Paſture; thei? wanton Lambs ſpotting and 
frisking by, moving with beating Orarofy the Notice of their Dams; 
the Shepherd-Boys were playing of their Pipes, as they were ignorant 
Shepherdeſs à Spinning, begniling' of her Task with rural Songs and 
Roundelays; the Houſes were feattered with a Kind of pleaſing Treegu- 


larity, but yet the Diſtance nor ſo great, to bar a mutual Succour, or 
| hinder the Pleaſutes of Society. Tell me, faid Miidorus, breaking 


his long continued 'Sifence, what Counrties are theſe we paſs through, 
whoſe Soils appear ſo oppofite ; the one fruitful in every Gift of Na- 
ture, the orhet wholly neglected by her:? Thar, anfivered Claius, where 


you were caſt aſhore, and now are paſt, is called Laconia, not quite ſo 


fruirleſs by Nature, though in it felf not fertiſe, as waſted by a Civil 
War, which has theſe two Years been maintained within the Bowels of 
it, between the Gentlemen arid Peaſants, the latter being diſtinguiſhed 
by the Name of Helhts; this has ottaſtoned a Neglect of that little 
Produce it would have yielded, the Towns on either Side being un- 
willing to receive Strangers, or iſſue forth theit Men to improve and cul- 
rivate it. This Place, you now are in, is nameck Arcadia, and near at 
Hand rhe Houſe of Kalander, where we would bring you: This Coun- 
try is poſſeſſed of almoſt every Good; its Peace is laſting, and flow- 
ing Plenty, the Conſequence of goòd HusBandry, abounds ; theſe 
ſcattering Houſes ate rhe Abödes of Meh like us, that live upon the 


— Product of rheir Sheep, and therefore in the Diviſion of the Ar cadian 


State, 
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State, are termed Shepherds; and, indeed, may juſtly be eſteem'd the 
happieſt People in it; their Wants are few, and their Deſires leſs, be- 
ing all within the Limits of Neceſſity. What Reaſons, anſwered Mu- 
/idorus, couid tempt you two to quit a Life of ſo much Happineſs, and 
change this pleaſant Situation, for yonder barren dangerous Realm: 
Compelled, ſaid Strephon, by Almighty Love, and ſafe in Poverty: But 
(interrupted Claius) noble Stranger, ſince you have deign'd to enquire 
of us, who are ſo much below your Knowledge, permit us to return 
the Curioſity, and ask to whom we owe the Condeſcenſion, as alfo 
who that Youth is for whom you ſo inceſſantly lament? That we may 
not be deemed impertinent, aſſure yourſelf, the chief Reaſon of our 

Enquiries is, to inform the friendly Kalander, that he may give 


you a Reception ſuitable to yourſelf. For me, ſaid Muſidorus, I am 


ſo poor, ſo loſt a Wretch, apart from him I grieve for, that the mean- 
eſt of his Hoſpitality, be it as you deſcribe, will far ſurpaſs my Eſti- 
mation; the higheſt Favour I can hope for, or deſire, is, that he will 
help me to ſome ſpeedy Method of following the Fortunes of my Dai- 
phantus, for that is my Friend's Name; I am called Paladins, Here 
he made a Stop, they having before agreed to change their Names if 
ever their ill Fortune ſhould divide them. The Shepherds eaſily per- 
ceived he was unwilling to be further known, and therefore ceaſed to 
preſs him. By this Time they had reach'd the Houſe of Kalander; the 
Appearance of it ſpoke the Judgment of the Maſter ; the Situation 
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of Hoſpitality. It was now more than Time that Maſidorus ſhould 
have ſome Refreſhment after his tedious Journey, his weary Legs, un- 
uſed to ſuch laborious Offices, hardly ſupporting his tired Body; ſo 
that without further Obſervation they made up to the Houſe, Immedi- 
ately there came out one of the Attendants to give the Shepherds a Re- 
ception, well knowing them to be Men, though low in Fortune, yet great in 
Merit and their Maſter's Favour : The Servant ſoon caſt his Eyes upon 
the Stranger, whoſe uncommon Appearance commanded a particular Ob- 
ſervation ; and being informed by the Shepherds that they believed him 
to be of more than ordinary Extraction, which was the Reaſon they 
had brought him there, he went and told his Maſter, who immedi- 
ately come out to them, and with a courteous Affability welcomed the 
Shepherds; who calling him aſide, told him the Occaſion of their 
coming was not altogether to pay their Duties to his Lordſhip, but to 
introduce that Stranger, whom they had found in deep Diſtreſs; that 
they believed him to be of noble Blood, however now diſguiſed with 
Fortune's Cruelty ; but that he ſeemed to avoid being known or que- 
ſtion d. If his Eſtate requires Secrecy, far, reply d Kalander, be it from me 
to enquirTinto it; Vertue in any Shape commands from me a Welcome; 
and all the Service I am capable of offering, he may depend upon. Be- 
fore he had done ſpeaking, there came a Boy to enquire. for the Shep- 


herds, and brought a Letter for them from Urania; which the Moment 
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they had read, they addreſs d themſelves in haſte to Kalander, and once 
more recommending Maſidorus to his Care, prepared to leave him: 
He, ſmiling, gave them an Aſſurance of it; and knowing that no 
Mandate is ſo powerful as that of Love, did not oppoſe their going. 
But firſt, they delivering the Cheſt to Maſidorus, he opened it, and 
would have overpaid their Care and Trouble with two ineſtimable Jew- 
els; which they refuſing, aſſured him they were more than recompenced 
in being honoured with the Knowledge of him ; and without waiting 
his Anſwer, applyd themſelves to follow that Deſire, to further which 
all others were employed ; poſting with ſuch an eager haſte, as if the 
little God had lent em Wings, the quicker to obey his Dictates. Muſi- 
dorus began to find his Weakneſs, occaſioned by the long Fatigue of 
Mind and Body which he had undergone, increaſe greatly upon him ; and 
| believing that he ſhould ſoon reſign his weary Soul, he begg'd of Ka- 
landar to take the Cheſt ; and if he died, to keep thoſe Trifles encloſed 


in it, as a Remembrance he once knew ſuch a Wretch; only beſtowing 


ſome few of them to find out and redeem a young Man called Dai- 
pbhantus, who had unhappily, as he believ'd, fallen into the Hands of 


Laconian Pyrates. He had ſcarce utter d theſe Words, but he was 


ſeized with a ſhivering Coldneſs, and fell into ſuch ſucceſſive Faint- 


ings, that they were obliged immediately to convey him to a Bed; 


which they ſoon did, and placed him in the moſt commodious Apart- 

ment the Houſe afforded : His Indiſpoſition was ſucceeded by a molt 

raging Fever, which continued ſome Time, and put them paſt all 

Hopes of his Recovery; but after a long Struggle, his Youth enabled 

him to triumph over the Diſtemper, and he began to give Proofs of 
it by re- aſſuming his natural Bloom of Beauty. | | 


Kalander took an unſpeakable Pleaſure in attending and watching the 
ſlow Approaches of his new Guelt's Recovery; his firſt Appearance pro- 
miſed Wonders; and upon a growing Intimacy, he found him anſwer every 
Prepoſſeſſion he had felt himſelf inclined to in his Favour; his Wit was 
ſharp and penetrating, without the Allay of Pride or Self- Opinion; 
his Thoughts were great, munificent, and manly, but cloathed in 
Affability and Humbleneſs of Heart; ſo eloquent his Words, they 
ſeemed the very Source of Oratory; he bore the Load of Evil he la- 


bourd under, with ſo reſolved, ſo ſtedfaſt a Behaviour, that he be- 


ſtowed a Grace on Sufferings and Calamities. All theſe Perfections 
united in ſo young a Perſon, for he had ſcarce proved the Weight of 
Twenty Vears, greatly attracted the Affections of the good old Man, 
and made him treat him with a Parent's Tenderneſs, backed with the 
Ties of Friendſhip. And now being perfectly recovered of his late In- 
diſpoſition, he only waited an Account which he expected from the 
Return of ſome Ships, which Kalander, in the Time of his Confinement, 
had ſent Abroad in ſearch of Daiphantus: Though he had there mer 


every Thing that might alleviate his Grief, yet was it not to be ſur- 
D | mounted; 
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mounted; which his gene ous Hoſt obſerving, he took all Methods to 
amuſe and draw him from the Thought of it. One Afternoon he ask d 
his Company to make a little Walk agreeable ; and told him, he would 
carry him to a Place, which he himſelf oft ſingled out to ſpend a more 
unbended Hour in. Palladius gave a Smile of Approbation, and follow- 
ed. He led him through the Houſe, and down ſome Steps, whoſe De- 
ſcent brought them to the moſt pleaſant Place his Eyes Cer view d; it 
was ncither wholly owing to Art or Nature, but ſeemed the Maſter- 
piece of both blended together: The Entrance was planted with all 
Sorts of Trees, whoſe Fruits might pleaſe the Eye, and charm the 
Tafte ; this introduced them to a pleaſant Green; on each ſide that, a 
little Thicker harboured the winged Choir, who warbled forth their 
Gratitude for the Reception: The Ground was ſtrewed with various co- 
loured Flowers, which the Trees ſhaded from the too powerful Heat 
of Summer's Sun, and the fierce Beating of the Winter's Rains: In the 
 Midſt was placbd a ſpacious Fiſh-Pond, whoſe ſhaking Chryſtal ſervd 
as a Mirror to all the other Beauties of the Place, and ſnewed them dou- 
ble; on one fide, in the Middle of the Thicket, ran a Fountain, whoſe 
curious Workmanſhip could not be parallel ; it repreſented a naked 
Henus, as fair in all Appearance, as was the Sea- born Goddeſs when juſt 
aſcending from the ouzy Deep; the natural Blue Veins that ſtained the 
Marble, was by the Cunning of the Artiſt's Hand, turned ro thoſe 
Places which ought to be adorned with them; at her Breaſt ſhe held her 
little Offspring, young « Aixeas; who ſeemed as he neglected his Life's 
Nouriſhment, ro gaze on her fair Eyes, that gave a ſcornful Smile at 
his too carly Adoration ; mean while the Breaſt afforded its milky Sweets 
in vain. In a Corner of the Thicket, ſtood a fpacious Summer-Houſe, 
where they enter'd, not only to repoſe themſelyes, but that Palladius 
might obſerve the Pictures which adorn'd it, and which were originally 
drawn by the moſt famous Hands of Greece: The firſt he caſt his Eyes 
on, Was a Diana bathing, and juſt difcovering the Preſumption of 
Acteon; her Checks appear d to glow with Shame and Anger; cloſe 
by her Side was placed a beauteous Nymph; the ſcalding Tears that 
trickl'd down her Checks, ſcem'd heated by Difdain, and forc'd by 
Shame: In the next Pannel, was painted Atalanta; the Poſture of 
the Limbs were repreſented with fo much Life and Beauty, that had 
the Eyes been made the only Judges, it could not have been diſputed 
but that they really mov'd: There were feveral more; as of Helen, 
*  Omphale, and Jole. But what moſt raiſed the Admiration of Muſidoras, 
was a large Piece, in which was drawn a graceful fine old Man, and by 
this Side a Lady of middle Age; who would have feem'd a Maſterpiece 
of Beauty, but that ſhe was eclips d by a young Creature that ſtood be- 
tween them, whoſe real Charms, by far, ſeem'd to outſhine the Painter's 
Fancy, which he had work'd up to its greateſt Height, in repreſent- 
ing the reſt as Goddeſſes ; but Nature there lent him Aſſiſtance for his 


beſt Performances, and gave him Helps for his etherways inimitable 
Arr, 
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Art. Muſidoras was always careful of Interrogatories that alk; AX 
thought impertinent ; but he had ſo much Curioſity to know who that 
fair Creature was, that ſeem'd ſo far beyond the Raptures of Imagina- 
tion, that he could nor maſter the Deſire; and turning to Kalandar, 
begg d of him to inform him. She is, reply d he, call'd Phyloclea, the 
younger Daughter of our Prince, who with his Wife is drawn in chat Piece; 
the Painter by that meaning to repreſent the preſent confin d Life of che 
young Lady, who is continually watch'd by one of her over. cautious 
Parents: He alſo would willingly have added the Pourtraiture of her Si- 
ſter, her only Equal, dreſs' d in her Shepherdeſs Attire, but that the 
ſturdy Clown, her Guardian, would not ſuffer it; and he was fearful of 
attempting the Prince's Leave, for fear of being thought to have a fur- 
ther View. Palladius was far from being ſatisfied with this abſtruſe Ac- 
count; but finding the Affair requir'd Secrecy, he ceas'd a more parti- 
_ cular Requeſt than what his Eyes with filent Eloquence deſir d; which 
Kalandar obſerving : Well, ſaid he, my dear Palladius, I know your 
Inclination, and I will gratify it, as particularly as T am capable of do- 
ing, both from publick Knowledge, and a more immediate Truſt, 
which I, though undeſervedly, have had repoſed in me; putting ſo 
great a Confidence in you, though our Acquaintance bears bur ſo ſhort 
a Date, that I depend what I relate ſhall ne er eſcape your Knowledge. 
Without giving Time for a Reply, ſitting down, and caſting his Eyes 

upon che Picture, he thus . 


This Country of Arcadia has ever Ul preferr'd to all the Provinces 
of Greece; in ſome Meaſure for the Fineneſs of the Air, and other of 
Nature's Benefits; but more particularly, for the Affability and Unity 
of Temper ned to its Inhabitants ; who finding that the ſhining 
Titles of Power and Glory, ſo much affected by other Nations, are 
ſeldom conducive to the real Happineſs of Life, are the only People, 
which by their Juſtice and Frugality, neither excite Revenge or Envy in 
their Neighbours, to tempt them to invade their Peace; nor are in- 
ſpird wich a falſe Thirſt of Fame, to ſacrifice their own and others Lives, 
that their Poſterity may ſay our Fathers have done this: Even the 
Muſes ſeem to approve their peaceful happy Humour, by chuſing this 
Country for their chief Reſidence; and in ſo general a Manner diffu- 
ſing their Perfections, that even the loweſt Shepherds have their Genius 
ſo unconfin'd and ſprightly, that the moſt ſtudied of other Nations do 
not diſdain to obſerve and imitate them. Here reigns this Prince, 
vwhoſe Picture is before you, named Baſilius; a Prince perfectly ca- 
pable of governing ſo orderly a Set of Subjects, where the Laws 
founded by his Predeceſſors are admirable, and where they are readily 
ſubmitted to; but in nothing he excels ſo much, as in the fatherly and 
tender Love he bears his People; and in that ſurpaſſes not only his 
own Anceſtors, but I may venture to affirm, goes beyond all other 
Princes living. The Cauſe of this Benevolence of Mind, is from his 
innate 
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innate Virtues; for though he does not ſhine in thoſe that inſpire Ad- 
miration, as Depth of Wiſdom, Height of Courage and Magnificence ; 
yet is he thoroughly poſſeſs d of thoſe that quicken and create Af- 
fection, and abounds in gentle Meekneſs, Courteſy, Mercy, Truth, 
and Liberality. He being pretty far advanced in Years, married a young 
Princeſs named Gynecia, Daughter to the King of Cyprus, a Lady of pow- 
erful Beauty; of which Truth her Picture here before you is a Witneſs : 
Her Wit is ſharp and penetrating, her Judgment. ſound and perfect ; and, 
indeed, to be juſt, one muſt allow her to ſurpaſs her Husband in thoſe 
Virtues, which more immediately ought to inhabit in a Princely Mind; 
her Chaſtity i is unqueſtion d; and indeed tas doubly happy that ber Mind 
took a vertuous Turn, for othetways ſhe ſurely would have been as Infa- 
mous as now ſhe's Great, her Spirits being too brisk and ſprightly to ad- 
mit a Medium. This Couple are bleſs'd in only two Daughters; ſo beyond 
Deſcription endow'd with Nature's Bounty, that one would believe ſhe 
meant, by them, to prove ſhe ſometimes thought that Sex worth her 
more nice Regard ; however, ſome Men (ſharp only in InveQives) have 
endeavour'd to prove them below her Notice; the Elder is named Pa- 
mela, by many eſteem'd not inferior to her Siſter; ;- for my Particular, 
when I firſt obſery'd them, I thought there was a ſofter Sweetneſs in 
Philoclea, but ſomething more Majeſtick in Pamela; the little winged 
Deity lay ſoftly pleading in Philocled's Eyes, but threatned ſure De- 
ſtruction in Pamela's; Philoclea's Beauties only perſwaded, but with 
ſo irreſiſtible a Power, it might be term d a Force; Pamela's command- 
ed Adoration, and met with none that* could reſiſt the pleaſing Vio- 
lence it offer d. Since, T have been inform'd their Minds anſwer the 
Difference of theſe Characters: Philoclea, fo ſhye and baſhful, as her 
Perfections ſtole to adorn her without her Knowldege ; ſo humble, that 
| the would make even Pride aſham'd; in ſhort, her whole Behaviour 
ſuch as would enliven Hope, but keep it at a Diſtance, and bounded 
with good Manners. Pamela's Thoughts are of a higher Frame; ſhe 
avoids not a lofty Pride, becauſe ſhe does not know how much ſhe excels, 
but with a View of making that one of her greateſt Excellencies. Baſili- 
2s being favour'd by the Gods with theſe uncommon Bleſlings, (as if even 
Happineſs itſelf would cloy) has lately raiſed the Wonder and Concern 
of all who know and love him, by altering a Way of Life, in which 
one ſhould haye thought the proneſt Envy could have found no Flaw. 
Some Time ago he went to Delphos, and being return'd in Safety, 
ſhortly diſperſed his Court, and retired with his Family into a 
Neighbouring Foreſt, which he calls his Deſert ; where, beſides con- 
venient Apartments for Stabling, and Servants to diſpatch the Houſhold 
Buſineſs, he has built two compleat Lodges ; in one of them, himſelf 
and Wife reſides, with his young Daughter Philoclea ; which was the 
Reaſon they three were drawn together in this piece; and, beſides 
them, no living Creature inhabits in it. This Manner of Life, in a 


Prince ſo happy in his People, and bleſt in his own Family, muſt ap- 
: pear 
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pear ſtrange ; but what more excites bur Wonder, is his Management 
ok the Princeſs Pamelia, whom he has confin d, in the other Lodge, 
under the Guardianſhip of one Dametas; a Fellow the moſt loſt to 
Affability, good Manners, and common Senſe, that Nature e er pro- 
duced. His Wife Miſo, is every way equal to ſuch a Husband. The 
Offspring of this worthleſs Pair, is a Daughter called Mopſa, who per- 
fectly inherits their Perfections. Perſons of this Character, no Body will 
believe, can be any ways a Pleaſure, or Improvement to the Princeſs, 
unleſs it be to exerciſe her Patience, and be a Foil to her Perfections. 
After this Deſcription, you may poſlibly diſtruſt the Truth of what J 
am relating, believing it impoſſible a Prince, not loft to common Senſe, 
ſhould chuſe ſo deſpicable a Set of People to manage, and inſtruct a 
Child, that in herſelf is capable of every Thing that is commendable; 
but Princes lie under this Misfortune, among the Numbers which at- 
tend them, that thoſe Actions which bear but a tolerable Appearance, 
meet from the generality ſo much Applauſe, that they are flatter'd 
into an Opinion, that there is nothing ſo abſurd but rhey can give a 
Gloſs to it, and make it appear deſireable. The firſt Riſe of this 
worthleſs Creature, was occaſion'd by Baſilius's looſing his Way one 
time when he was Hunting; where meeting this Fellow, he enquir'd 
whereabouts he was? and from that falling into Talk with him, he 
found him anſwer, as he thought, with a plain Sincerity, which much 
became him ; but by any nice Obſerver his Words and Utterance would 
have been eſteem'd blunt and unmannerly ; upon this he took ſo great 
a Fancy to him, tliat he brought him back with him to Court, and every 
Hour gave him freſh Proofs of Favour : Which Weakneſs, the flatter- 
ing Crowd of Courtiers no ſooner found, but they, to pay their Court, 
would needs prove the Prince's Judgment by crying up the Favourite ; 
his Silence, they term'd Senſe and Thoughtfulneſs; his rude Behaviour, 
Tntegrity and Openneſs of Heart ; his ſtupid Tgnorance, Simplicity of 
Manners; and, in ſhort, his every Fault was ſhadow'd o'er with Ver- 
tue. The Prince, as generally great Ones are, fond of his own Per- 
formances, fancied him a Creature of his making; and that his Coun- 
tenance and Favour would raiſe thoſe Seeds of Vertue, that he, miſ- 
takenly, believ d were grounded in him; and at the firſt advanced him 
to be principal Herdſman; and ſince he took to this ſtrange Retire- - 
ment, has in a Manner made him Guardian to himſelf and People, by 
putting his own Life, and that of his Children, daily in his Power. 
Which great Authority, like a large Sail in want of Ballaſt, oyerſets 
the little Wit he had; and J much fear my Maſter will be, to his Coſt, 
conñaced, that Princes have no more the Power of making Men, than 
have their Subjects; Nature admits no Alteration, the Beggar and the 
King will alike be what they're formd; vain would be the Attempt 
to make an Aſs curyet and prance, or the heavy Bear lightly frisk 
o'er the Plains like the nimble-footed Fawn. But, I fear, you'll think 
1 have entertain d you too long upon fo diſagreeable a Subject; but the 
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anxious Care I ſuffer, to ſee my Prince ce fall into ſo great an Error, makes 


me, when I ſpeak of it, dwell upon it longer, and with greater Warmth, 


than is quite becoming. As far as I have now told you, is nothing more 


than in effect every Arcadian knows; but the Occaſion of this ſudden 
Reſolution he has taken of retiring, he truſted to the Knowledge (as 1 


firmly think) of but one Perſon living ; though indeed I can gueſs, and, 
to ſay Truth, more than ſo, for J have perfect Grounds to go upon, 
which by an accident I attain d, in the Manner as I ſhall inform you: 
I have an only Son, whoſe Name is Clitiphon, at preſent abſent, pre- 
paring for his Nuptials, which ſhortly are to be here celebrated; he, 


and near his Perſon; ſince che diſperſing of ir, he is return'd Home, 


and with him brought a Copy of a Letter which Baſins had left in a 
Window after reading, believing, as IT ſuppoſe, that no one would 


venture to peruſe any of his Papers; but Clitiphon not only read it, 


but took a Copy of it. I greatly blam'd him for ſo bold a Treſpaſs of 


his Duty, ſo great a Liberty taken by a Subject, making the Secrets 
of Kings always liable to be reveal'd; but ſince the Action was not to 


be recall'd, T rook the Letter, and have ever ſince kept it about me. But 


before I read it to you, it will be neceſſary I ſhould inform you, that 
rhe Author of it is a Nobleman of this Country, nam'd Philanax, ap- 
pointed Regent in the Prince's Abſence, and a Man there lives nor 


more capable or worthy of the Office; he is poſſeſs d of the moſt ſo- 


lid Underſtanding, ſound Judgment and piercing Wit, of any one that 


our Arcadia boaſts; his Integrity is unſhaken, and Proof againſt the 
Courtiers Frailty, Bribery and Corruption; the perſonal Love he bears 


his Maſter, is not inferior to that he pays his Prince : This Man has 


 Baſilius chotb to entruſt and honour with his Friendſhip ; and in that 


Choice as much exalts his Judgment, as he debaſes it by the Confi- 


dence he places in Dametas. After his return from Delphos, Phila- 


nax being confin'd by a Fit of Illneſs, Baſilins, as J believe, but I have 
no further Information than this Letter, wrote to let him know his 
Purpoſe of Retiring, and the Reaſon of it; which, by Philanax's An- 
ſwer, appears to proceed from ſome Oracle he had there receiv'd; but 
that will be your beſt Informer, and is as follows : 


PHILANAX'S Letter to BASILIUS. 


OST High, Mickey, and Puiſſant Prince; had it pleas'd your 
Highneſs, before your Journey to Delphos, to have conde- 
ſcended to hear my humble Opinion, I ſhould then to better Purpoſe, 
and in better Seaſon, have deliver d it; and if my Judgment had pre- 
vail'd, you would not only have been as ſafe as now, but happy in a 
Calm of Mind, I fear, you are not now poſſeſs'd of. I ſhould have 
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to follow; that to them alone we ought to apply for Knowledge, 


ſince they ate the only unerring Guides ; which, beſides the inward Sa- 
tisfaction and Peace of Mind they yield, are almoſt ſure Directors to 


Proſperity ; ; bur if the wicked Wiles of lawleſs Men ſhould intervene, 


tis in no carthly Power entirely. to oppreſs it, ſince he that falls with 
Vertue on his Side, can never juſtly he eſteem'd miſetable. I ſhould 
have alſo offer'd, thar the Decrees of the Almighty Powers ought 
with Awfulneſs to be reyer'd, and not with impious Curioſity ſearch'd 
into; that we ſhould rather b * Prayers and Sacrifices implore their Mercy 
and protection, than by prying into their ſecret Counſels ſer our ſelves 
in Competition with them, and think to avoid or baffle their Deſigns: 
Theſe kind of Southſayings mult be quite vain, or elſe inevitable; fo 
that they are eicher not at all to be regarded, or if they deliver any 
Truth, not to be prevented. But ſince tis vain to think of altering 
what is paſt, and that your Highneſs's Commands are to know my 
Thoughts of your preſent. Purpoſe, give me leave, O moſt Dread 

Lord, with all Submiſſion, to offer my real Judgment, and ſay, that 
your Determination is not more laudable than the Occaſion of it. 


Theſe thirty Years you have been a Governour of this Realm, and 


have ſo wiſely order d the Adminiſtration, that your People have been 
bleſs'd in your Tenderneſs, Care, and Juſtice, and you equally happy 


in their faithful Duty and Obedience. Your Neighbours finding you 


did not employ your Strength to ravage and deſtroy in Wantonneſs of 
Plenty without juſt Grounds, have thought it ſafer to preſerve your 
Friendſhip than provoke your Power. If I ſay, you have enjoy'd all 
theſe Bleſſings, and Providence has deterr'd the Sons of Wickedneſs 
that they ſhould not approach to hurt you, how powerful are the Rea- 
ſons that ſhould induce you till ro depend upon it? Why ſhould you 
go to alter a Way of Life, which you have no Exception to, and in 
which the niceſt Judgment could not find a Flaw? You have not been 


pleas' d to inform me in the Particulars of the Oracle; but let the Im- 


port of it be what it will, I ſtill aſſert, that no Deſtiny or Influence 
can greatly injure a Man that ſtrictly follows the DiQtates of Wiſdom 
and Morality ; why ſhould you voluntarily give up That, which you 
fear to looſe by others? It is as if a Man ſhould take a poiſonous 
Draught, and ſo put a Period to a Life he valued, for fear a Feaver 
or an Ague ſhould wreſt it untimely from him. For Heaven's Sake, my 
gracious Lord, exert yourſelf, and arm'd with Reſolution bear up 
bravely againſt the Threats of Fortune, and not by poorly Flying ſer 
your Subjects the Example; let them ſtill have your Perſon near them, 
and daily feel the Benefits of your wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration, that 
the Conſideration of the prefent Good they enjoy, may make them 
fearful of an uncertain Change: After taking the wiſeſt Methods to 
ward againſt an Evil, quietly leave the reſt ro Providence, who in a more 


_ peculiar Manner regards the Fate of Kings; and whether That appointg 


you to live, or die, remember you are a Prince, and in every Action an- 
{wes 
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ſwer that Character. I think there is mote, if poſſible, ro be urg'd 

againſt your ſecond Determination, of immuring the young Prin- 
ceſſes, than againſt any other Reſolution you have taken. Tis my 
Opinion, and I believe may be juſtified, that Sins againſt Nature are 
the moſt crying ones we can commit: How does your Highneſs rebel 
againſt her, in deterring your Daughters from following her Dictates, 
and keeping them from thoſe elegant, and laudable Enjoyments, which 
are beſt (and, I believe with Juſtice T might ſay, only to be) found in 
a well-choſen Marriage-Life? Beſides, you not only wrong yourſelf and 
them, in prohibiting the Bleſſings of Poſterity, but are guilty of great 
Injuſtice to all your Subjects, whoſe Dependances are fix'd on them to 
perpetuate, by a long Succeſſion of your Royal Line, to future Ages 
the Bleſſings of which they in you now happily enjoy. But 'tis vain to 
hope my Arguments will prevail, if the tender Pleadings of Nature 
are ineffectual; you have hitherro given them a Liberty in every 

Thing but Vice, how hardly will they brook ſo ſudden a Confinement? 
By Nature they're inclin'd to every Virtue, but how ſo hard and ſo un- 
look'd for a Reſtraint may work upon them is uncertain : Suſpicion, 
of which Confinement is a Proof, may put them upon thinking they 
have half loſt your good Opinion; and when the Effect is ceas'd, they 
may the eaſier be perſwaded to give up the Cauſe, and ſtoop to Af- 
fections, which otherwiſe their great Thoughts would ne'er have har 
bour d. Women are of a ſoft and gentle Compoſition, and with leſs 
Difficulty are perſwaded than compell'd; and to croſs their Humours 
when not inclin'd to Evil, is the likeliſt Way to make them take that 
Turn; Jealouſy has been the Bane of many a virtuous Mind, and oftner 
deſtroys than faves the Good it would preſerve. Ir will be natural for 
them to believe there is ſome powerful Charm, ſome irreſiſtible Delight 
in Vice, if nothing but Force is a Security againſt it; when to a gene- 
rous Mind, nothing is ſo great an Antidote as its own Deformity. The 
laſt Thing you mention, is the ſetting Dametas as a Guardian over the 
Princeſs Pamelia: Her Thoughts already are ſo enlargd, that ſhe is fir- 
ter to govern Nations, than be in SubjeCtion to any; much leſs to 
ſo low, ſo poor-ſpirited a Wretch as he ; you own your whole Depen- 
dance lies in his Ignorance, can that be the Grounds of Truth ang 
Faithfulneſs? Or can he cer be juſt, that knows not why he is ſo > 
O! no, believe me, Royal Sir, ſuch a Man is only uncorrupt while he 
is not tempted to be otherways, the firſt Bait draws him in; but 
if he ſhould for ſome Time preſerve his Truſt, his Obſtinacy is your 
only Security; he is ſo very ignorant, I dare affirm, he does not 
know that Truth and Faithfulneſs have any farther Meaning than the 
bare Letters; how eaſily may ſuch a Man be byaſs d, or at leaſt de- 
ceiv d? And ſo at laſt his groſs Simplicity, which was the Standard of 
his Faith, becomes his only Excuſe for the Breach of ir. But I fear the 
Zeal T have for the Well-being of my much loy'd Maſter, has drawn me 


beyond his Patience; but, my Noble Lord, I have your Command to 
juſtify 
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Juſtify the Liberty 1 have taken; and therefore depend upon a Pardon! 


So recommending your Highneſs to the Protection of the Almighty, 


and once more conjuring you entirely to confide in Him, who is alone 
ſufficient to guard you againſt all future Evils, I remain your High- 


* 


neſs s re 
Mot Faithful, 


Moſt Devoted, 
and Moſt Obedient Servant] 


PHILANAX. 


By the Contents of this Letter, you may perceive that the Cauſe 


of the Prince's retiring is owing to a vain Curiofity (which many 


Men are unhappily poſſeſs'd of) of knowing certainly their future 


Fortunes; whereas, in my Opinion, there is nothing ſure but the Uncer- 


tainty of them. The Particulars of the Oracle I am a Stranger to; 
neither, as you may find by one Part of Philanax's Letter, is he 
perfectly acquainted with them: But this ſad Experience proves, that 
Baſilius's Judgment was not clear enough to follow the wiſe and whole- 


ſome Counſels of the juſt Ph/anax; for in ſhort Time he left the 


Helm, to the no ſmall Amazement and Terror of his People. Since 
his Abſence many ſtrange Reports are daily ſpread, and by the Mul- 
titude currently receiv d, and indeed with ſome Grounds, in Favour 
of his Nephew the brave Amphialus, many of the Nobles envying 
the great Truſt repos'd in Philanax ; though Juſtice is oblig d to own, 


that there is more real Merit inhabits in that ſingle Man, than all us 


together, that hold ſome Reputation in Arcadia, can truly boaſt. The 
Riſe of this Faction is from the Prince's having withdrawn himſelf, as 
T have inform'd you; and publickly declaring, that he will ne er admit 


of any Alliance for his Daughters, let it be ever ſo honourable or 
advantageous; and putting this unreaſonable Humour in practice, by 


ſtrictly watching and canfining them, ſuffering no Mortal to viſit or 
converſe with them, but one choſen Prieſt, who is Poctically given, and 
often amuſes them with his Writings; his Converſation affording them 
as much Pleaſure, as his Devotion does Piety. Beſides him, there are 
about twenty Shepherds, who are ſuffer d to divert the Time with Ex- 
erciſes and Eclogues ; in whoſe Rural Paſtimes, Baſilius and his Fami- 
ly take great Delight, | i | 


And now, my dear Palladins, T have given you what Information 
my Knowledge will admit of; wherein, if J have been too prolix, im- 
pute it to the Error of my Age, from which a talkative Diſpoſition is 
inſeparable : And T know not, continued he, ſmiling, whether it pro- 

— | F ceeds 
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ceeds from the Pleaſure Nature takes to ekercife tliat Part which is leaſt 
decay'd, and which is und6ubtedly the Tongue or whether our Ex- 
perience, being the only Thing we old Men have to boaſt, we arc 
fond of ſhowing it; but of this Im certain, that all Mankind, the nearer 
their Diſſolution draws, the more are they deſirous to eternize their 
Names; and therefore I believe are willing to take all Methods, tho 
often ineffectual ones, to imprint their Memories in the Minds of thoſe 
who converſe with them. But this be aſſur d of, I have not been ſo 
particular upon this Subject to any one living as your ſelf; your more 
than common Worth, which ſhines in every Action, inclining me to 
love and value you ſo much, that T ſhould not ſcruple to intruſt you 
with the Source of my Life's Happineſs. Never, O! never, cry'd 
Palladius, may he be bleſs'd with Length of Years, that in his Youth 
. does not revere that Age, whoſe Weight perhaps may in ſome degree 
fink and depreſs the frail and groſſer Part, but raiſes and exalts the 
nobler Soul, and gives the generous Mind an Opporrunity of commu- 
nicating that Knowledge to others leſs expericncd ; and give me leave 
to ſay, my noble Friend, you might-with greater Juſtice have attribu- 
ted that Deſire to the Information you have honour'd me with, rather than 
to the others which your Humility has ſuggeſted. The Pleaſure and 
Improvement you have filld my Ears with, 1 hope my Gratitude will 
always prompt me to remember; but there is nothing among the odd 
| Occurrences you have related, concerning the Prince Baſilius, that 
would more amaze me, than the laſt Particular you mention'd, of the 
great Delight he takes in converſing with the Shepherds, had not you 
before told me, that they were in this Country generally poſſeſs d of a 
ſurprizing Sprightlineſs and Turn of Wit; and which, indeed T had a 
Proof of in thoſe that. introduced me a-freſh to Life, and a Happineſs 
ſurpaſſing that, which was the Knowledge of you; their Converſation 
would have better anſwer d the Character of the ancient Shepherds, who 
were Governors of Nations, than thoſe whoſe Dominions are bounded by 
| 7 a Sheep-Cote. For thoſe Two, replied Kalander, and more particularly 
|} N Claius, they are as far beyond the others, as the Advantages of Lite- 
| rature can add to the Gifts of Nature, having neglected the Im- 
provement of their Fortunes, to cultivate their Minds; and, indeed, 
they have not ſo much impair'd the one, as they have advanced the 
| | other; which ſuperiour Strength of Mind, they impute to the Influ- 
5 ence of Love: But whether that is capable of producing ſuch great 
\ Effects, TIl leave to be diſputed by you young Ones; the bare Memo- 
7 ry that I once was ſubje& to its Power, being almoſt extirpated by 
Age. Bur certainly the People of this Country, from the Beggar to 
the King, ſeem favour'd by the Muſes, and abound in poetical Per- 
formances : "Tis wonderful to obſerve how early the very Children be- 
gin to rhime: Tis ordinary for the meaneſt Sort of People to maxe 
Songs and Dialogues in Metre; either Love inſpiring, or long Peace 
ö 9285 ſoft ning their Minds to thoſe Amuſements, and Emulation and Exam- 
| ple 
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ple improving them; even the Clown Danetas will ſometimes ſtumble 
upon Things of chat kind, which a better Genius need not be aſham d of. 
But there are no ſort of People who excel ſo much in that Way of Writ- 
ing as the Paſtots; Eaſe is the Nurſe of Poetry, and that they happily 
poſſeſs; our Shepherds not being like thoſe of other Countries, bur 
the Owners of the Sheep, to whom they or their Children daily give 
Attendance. Tis vaſtly pleaſurable in an Evening's Walk, under ſome 
ſpreading Tree, or by ſome River's Brink, when two or three of them 
are met together, ro heut cheir Rural Muſe, how prettily ſhe will ex- 
preſs her Cares, her Joys, or Lamentations; ſometimes challenging 
each other's Performances; at others, under that Covert, handling 
Subjects, which ſpoke of in another Manner, their Lives would an- 
ſwer the Attempt. They have always one indifferent Perſon to judge 
of their Perfotmances, and aſſign the Prize; which any of them are 
as proud of gaining, as Conquetors are of Triumphs: This Man con- 
Nantly ſets down in Writing all that they rehearſe; and as his Pen has 
more leiſure, he ſometimes corrects the Rudeneſs of an unpremeditated 
Song. The apteſt of theſe Shepherds are pick d out to amuſe the 
Prince. Amongſt them are two or three Strangers, whom inward Me- 
lancholy has made weary of the World's Acquaintance; and there- 
| fore are come to ſettle in Arradia, and try to looſe, if poſſible, the 
Memory of their Cates: The moſt deſerving of theſe Men Baſilius ſhows 
great Fayour to, not only by animating their Performances with his 
Preſence, but regarding their Labours with peculiar Notice, and liberally 
rewarding the Pains they take to pleaſe : And, indeed, I think he is not 
to blame for encouraging them; but his Fault lies in making himſelf 
one of them: Neither ſhould I at all accuſe my Maſter for advancing 
Dametas, in regard of what he was, there being among that Set of 
People, many who are highly deſerving of his Favour; but that he 
ſhould fix it on One, the Baſeneſs of whoſe Mind ſinks him beneath 
che meaneſt Fortune, can't but be condemn'd; though ſome may urge 
in excuſe for him, that his Advancement is not very great, he only 
being made chief Herdſman: But as, at preſent, that Place entitles 
him to the Care of his Maſter and Family, every honeſt Heart muſt 
think That the greateſt Truſt that coud be reposd in him, and grieve 
to ſee it ſo beſtow d. But J ever dwell too long upon this diſagreeable 
Subject, whene' te it happens to croſs my Speech; and by the Faintneſs 
of yonder ſetting Sun, I fee tis late; and therefore think it would be 
properer to ſatisfy the Calls of Hunger, than by longer Talking only 
fill our Stomachs with empty Air. And taking Paladins by the Hand, 
he led him back, through the Garden, to their uſual Supping-Place ; 
where being come, one of Kalander's Setvants whiſper d in his Ear, at 
which his Colour changing, -he retir'd, commanding his Servants to 
wait diligently upon Palladius, and excuſe his Abſence by ſome ne- 
ceſſary Buſineſs that requird his Attendance; which accordingly they 


did, for ſome few Days, forcing themſelves to let no Change 2 in 
| their 
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their Behaviour: But though they artfully diſguis d their Countenances, 


yet Palladius perceiv d that ſome unwelcome Accident had happen d; and 
being one Night ſet alone at Supper, he call'd the Steward, and begg d 


him to truſt him with the Meaning of this ſudden Alteration; which De- 


ſire, aſter ſome trifling Excuſes, he comply d with, and told him that his 
Maſter. had receiv'd News that his Son, ſome little Time before the 


Day of his intended Marriage, happen'd to be in a Battle, which was 
fought between the Gentlemen and the Helots: The latter being Victors, 
he was made Priſoner, in attempting to redeem a Friend of his before 
taken by them: That the poor young Gentleman had offer d great Ran- 
ſome; but that the Hate thoſe Peaſants had conceiv'd againſt all Gen- 
tlemen, was ſo inveterate, that he was hourly expecting the moſt cruel 
Death their Malice could invent; but had hitherto been preſery'd by 
the Interpoſition of the Captain, who ſcem'd to be. poſleſs'd of ſome- 
thing more like Humanity than the reſt. This Loſs, continu'd he, 
has ſtruck my Maſter with ſo inconſoleable a Sorrow, that he refuſes 
the leaſt Gleam of Comfort; and, as if continual Weeping was not 
enough a Witneſs of it, he is retir'd alone, tearing his hoary Beard, and 
curſing his old Age (which late he thought his greateſt Bleſſing) for 
ſpinning out his Time till he had prov'd ſuch a ſevere Affliction. His 
faithful Servants have written to his Followers, Friends, and Tenants, 


(Philanax having refus'd to interfere in it as a private Cauſe, yet giy- 


ing them leave to take the beſt Methods of Redreſs, ſo that they wrong 
not the State of Lacedæmon,) and there are now gather'd upon the 
Frontiers a Number of ſome Force, which, I am certain, will redeem 
Clitiphon, or periſh in the Attempt; or if they ſhould fail of bringing 
a timely Reſcue, they will, ar leaſt, revenge his Fall. I have ventur d 
my Lord's ſevere Diſpleaſure in giving you this Account, ſhould he 
know of it; for though his piercing Grief has carried him almoſt be- 
yond all Bounds, yet {till the Laws of Hoſpitality are obſerv'd by him; 
and the Breach of that would add to the full Meaſure of his Woes, 
which otherwiſe could receive no Addition: He ne er would ſuffer any 
Stranger, under his Roof, to have the Trouble of ſeeing a Diſorder, 
or being infected with his Anguiſh; much leſs you, to whom his 
Friendſhip and Admiration are contending which ſhall be ſuperior. 
Palladius, very impatiently, heard out the Account ; his Heart being 


"melted with Compaſſion at the Accident, and his Deſires wing d to find 


out a Redreſs; the full Perfections and noble Uſage which he had met 
with in the good Kalander, having fixd in his Breaſt a Child's Aﬀec- 
tion towards him, and judging of his Sorrow, by what he himſelf ſuf- 
fer d when he but thought his Diaphantes was in the like Extremity, 
he roſe from Table, and defir'd the Steward to tell him the particular 
Events of this unhappy Story, that by knowing every Circumſtance, 
he might if poſſible find ſome Way of Help. The Servant immediately 

oma with his Requeſt, and proceeded as follows. 
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When our gracious Sovereign, the good Baſins (with more Succeſs 


than even our Wiſhes prompted us to think,) was marricd to the young 
and beautiful Gynecia, there came with that Princeſs a young Lord, nearly 
ally'd to her, nam'd Argalus; half the Reaſon of his Coming, proceeded 
from the honourable Affection he had for his fair Couſin; the other, 
from that roving Humour incident to Yourh, which makes them always 
think a Change of Place deſireable: In this Court he has ſo improvd 
the natural Perfections he was endow'd with, and ſo excell'd in every 
Thing that can be accounted virtuous or praiſe-worthy, that our Ar- 
cadia glories in the Nurture of ſo much Excellence, though another 
Nation boaſts his Origin; and indeed a Man there lives not of more 
real Accompliſhments, however Fame of late ſpeaks highly of the 
two young Princes of Theſſalia and Macedon ; but before their Report 
reach d our Ears, there was not any that we believ d the leaſt likely to 
equal him, except our Prince Amphialus; and he, we promiſe our ſelves, 
will almoſt match his Glories; though, in my poor Opinion, no Man, 
in · Learning, Courteſy, Gentleneſs and Affability, will ever go beyond 


him: He is ſo valiant, he fears not any Thing but being guilty of In- 


juſtice; in his natural Temper he is inclin'd to Melancholly, often ſad, 
ever thoughtful and muſing; which ſome eſteem a Fault in him, but 
this Diſpoſition never carries him beyond the Bounds of Good: nature 
or Good- manners; he is liberally magnificent; and to be ſhort, T may 
ſay, that the niceſt Judgment could not find a Flaw in his noble Na- 
ture, unleſs it may be deem d a Fault to give too much the Reins to 
his Affection; and if that be a Crime, he indeed is highly guilty, no 
Man e'er being more a Slave to Love and Beauty. This young Gen- 
tleman, and my Maſter's Son Clitiphon, (whoſe Loſs occaſion'd the 


Repetition of this Story) were the greateſt Intimates of any about the 


Court: Friendſhip, which ſo long has by many been concluded only 
a Name, in them, ſeem'd to prove the Reality of its Exiſtence; at leaſt, 


it produc'd the Effects of it, as you ſhall know by the Sequel of this Re- 


lation: It happen d about two Years paſt, that Clitiphon took Argalus 
with him to make a Viſit to a near Relation of his, a Woman of Qua- 
lity, and Siſter to my old Maſter; this Lady had an only Daughter 
nam' d Parthenia, ſo exquiſitely fair, that Fame itſelf never attempted 
to paint her Equal, unleſs it were in the beauteous Helena, Queen of 
Corinth, and the two inimitable Siſters of Arcadia; but what makes her 
more deſireable, are thoſe in ward Beauties which adorn her Mind, 
and give a Luſtre to her outward Form: Her Wit is quick and piercing, 
but rather fond of judging than condemning ; as cautious of her 
Speech, as eloquent in the Delivery of it; Silent, without the leaſt 
Degree of Sullenneſs; of unaffected Modeſty, and baſhful without 
an unbecoming Shyneſs ; in ſhort, to deſcribe her juſtly, one ought to 
ſum up every Thing: that can be eſteem d excellent in Woman, for of 
That is ſhe compos d. | 

— Theſe 
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Theſe two Perſons meeting, fo only equal, you may cafily believe 
could not long paſs each other's Obſervation ; Similitude of Manners 
ought to be the only Ground of Inclination, and oſten is ſo, the Paſſion 
of Love not always being inconſiſtent with Reaſon, of which this 
Couple are a Proof; for they were no ſooner firuck with each other's 
View, but it inſpird them with a Prepoſſeſſion wholly new to both; 
though Hope was wanting to raiſe and-mount the new-born Flame, yet 
even Deſpair (which for a Time they were both poſſeſs d of) could 
not extinguiſh it. 1 5 


t 


There had for ſome Time paid his Addreſſes to this Lady, a No- 
bleman of Laconia, named Demagoras, a Man high in Wealth and 
Power, but mean in every defirtable Virtue; greatly valuing himſelf 
upon the Gifts of Fortune; content with the Enjoyment, without the 
Trouble of deſerving them; Valiant only through Obſtinacy; an un- 
bounded Lover of himſelf; and for the Gratification of his own De- 
fires, fond of Parthenia: His immenſe Fortune had, in the old Lady's 
Eye, ſo gilded o'er his Imperfections, that quite againſt my Lord, 
Her Brother's Approbation, ſhe determin d to take him for a Son. in- 
Law; and uſing her Authority with her beauteous Daughter, gain d 
"i her Conſent ; not that ſhe lik'd the Choice, but her obedient Mind had 
= not yet thought of diſputing any Command her Parent ſhould impoſe. 
The appointed Day drew nigh, when Clitiphon brought Argalus, per- 

haps on purpoſe to ſhow him the fair Parthenia; and though few 
| Days precceded her intended Nuptials, yet Love interpos d, and took 
=o ſo haſty a Poſſeſſion of her, that &er-her Word could aſſure her to De- 
2nagoras, ſhe had involuntarily given her Heart to Argalus, who only 
0 | was deſerving of ſo great a Treaſure : Their Paſſion was ſo mutual, that 
(fi ſhe thought in having him, was center'd all her future Happineſs ; and 
16 he eſteem d the Lofs of her the greateſt Evil he could ſuſtain : And 
i ll now Parthenia had experienc'd both Love and Hate; the more her 
1 growing Paſſion inclin'd her to Argalus, the more ſhe loath'd Demago- 
L ras; all-powerful Love had taught her to diſtinguiſh, and gave her 
(ill Courage to take the Authority of judging for herſelf, So that when 
Wo the intended Bridal-Day was come; and Demagoras, full of preſump- 
|| 1 tuous Joy and Self- Aſſurance, eame to demand her; ſhe, with a ſub- 
1 5 miſſive Reſoluteneſs, told her Mother, ſhe would much ſooner be wed- 
lll | ded to her Grave; and with Tears begg'd her to forgive the Contradi- 
Wl ction of her Will, ſince, next to his loath'd Embraces, there was no- 
5 | thing ſhe ſo much dreaded as her Diſpleaſure. This ſudden Change 
1 | -*equally ſurpriz d and anger d the old Lady, who being, I am ſorry to 
ll! | f ay, obſtinately bent upon the March, try'd all Methods which a ſubtle 
4 and hardchearted Parent could impoſe upon a Daughter, in whoſe hum- 
li ble Nature Love was the only reſiſting Power; but the ſtronger her AL 
faults were againſt his Divinity, the more forcibly he withſtood her 
Attacks, 
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n FT taught: Parthenia to.defend her Reſolution wich ſo ſtedfaſt 


a Behaviour, that it ſtill urg d her Mother more and more. to perſiſt in 


the Compliance; till, at laſt, finding it was Argalus that prevented 
her Efforts from taking the deſir d Effect, ſhe endeavour d by all the 
Means ſhe could invent, at once to remove him from Love and Life, 
by putting him upon as many dangerous Enterprizes, as once the 
falſe Step- mother Juno invented to deſtroy the renown d Hercules; but 
like that Heros, his Valour grew the greater by Oppoſition, and ſhone 
the brighter for the fiery Tryal; his Courage was as inſurmountable 
as his Love; then what could not both join'd. together overcome? One 
might believe the Effects of two ſuch aſpiring Paſſions, would have 
mov d the hardeſt Heart, eſpecially when join d with ſo much Merit 
as the young Argalus might juſtly boaſt; but ſhe was deaf to the Re- 
monſtrances of Reaſon, and would not ſuffer any thing but her Pride 
and Humour to prevail, which prompted her to prove the Authority 
of a Mother, by beſtowing her Daughter on Demagoras; but finding 
their united Stratagems to fail, they ſought by Treaſons to des 
him of the Power of rivalling their Will; ſhe in the mean Time put- 
ting her Daughter to all the Extremities her harden'd Mind could think 
of, in hopes to weary out her Conſtancy : But her ſettled Paſſion was 
not to be remoy'd, either by Fraud or Force ; and it was hard to de- 
termine, whether ſhe, or Argalus, ſhew'd the greater Magnanimity of 
Soul, though rhe Proofs differ d; hers lay in ſuffering, his in acting: 


He ſeem'd as if the World would ſooner want Occaſions of Dangers, 


than he the Power of oppoſing them; and even Malice might be ſoon- 
er maſter d than her Patience. At length the old Lady finding all her 
Endeavours ineffectual, and that Argalus by Art or Courage overcame 
all her Devices towards his Ruin, the miſchieyous Intent turn'd to her- 
ſelf; the violent Agitations of unſucceſsful Malice being too great for 

her proud Heart to ſtruggle with, at length it brake; and by her Death 
removd (as the young Couple thought) all Obſtacles to their Happi- 
neſs ; but Fortune and the little miſchief-making Deity ſeldom fail 
to give ſome unexpected Blow to Lovers Happineſs, howeyer well the 


Appearance may promiſe, 


Parthenia hoe now her own Diſpoſer, delay'd not to reſign that 
Power to Argalus. This finiſhing Blow being given to Demagoras's 
Hopes, Deſpair, Revenge and Pride wholly uſurp'd his haughty 
Soul; and like the Devil, who envious of the firſt created Pair, re- 
ſoly'd to undermine the Happineſs he could not ſhare, fo this Mon- 
ſter, by an unparallel'd Piece of Cruelty, determin'd to deftroy that 
Beauty, whoſe Influence was to warm another's Joys: For Argalus be- 
ing gone to Cyprus, to intreat the Preſence of ſome of his near Friends 
to compleat his Happineſs, and grace the Nuptials, the vile Demago- 
ras, in his abſence, came to Parthenia's, and with ſubmiſſive Cunning, 


begg'd to ſpeak to her upon a Matter of near Concern ; with which ſhe 
eaſily 
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eaſily comply d; her Goodneſs that knew no Malice, not ſuſpecting 
any; and coming to him, he ſeiz d the helpleſs Fair, (her weak Arms 
nin yain reſiſting his ſupgrior Force) and rubb'd her beauteous Face all 
over with a rank Poiſon, which canker'd o'er her Skin, and made her 
Face appear as loathſome as the fouleſt Lepers. Having perpetrated this 
| horrid Miſchief, he and his Men re-mounted their Horſes, which ſtood 
ready, and made off, ſcaping the Purſuit of her Servants, who were 
all as prepar'd to revenge their Lady's Wrong, as ſo ſudden and unex- 
pected an Injury would admit of. This inhumane Action coming to 
| the Knowledge of my Lord Kalander, he immediately inform'd Prince 
Baſilius of the Story, who join'd with him in interceding with the King 
of Lacedemon to puniſh ſo unequalld a Piece of Malice; which him- 
ſelf and Senate immediately agreed to, and baniſh'd Demagoras his 
Country, on Pain of Death. He, inrag'd at the Sentence, not mind- 
ful of its Juſtice, join'd himſelf and all his Followers unto the He. 
lots, lately in Rebellion againſt that State; they, glad to have a Man 

of ſo much Power among them, made him their General, and under 
5 his Authority, have committed the moſt barbarous Ravages that a Set 
of harden'd Villains, full of Revenge, and urg'd with Deſperation, 
cou'd eier be guilty of. Soon after this unhappy Accident, Argalus 
return'd, his Imagination fir'd with Parthenias Image, and his Eyes 
impatient to behold their much-lov'd Object; when they (no one elſe 
caring to be the Meſſenger of ſuch unwelcome News) firſt diſcover d 
to themſelves the Loſs they had ſuſtain'd : The Sorrows they both felt 
at meeting, where now almoſt equal to the uſual Griefs of parting ; 
nor could Argalus, when he was aſſur d, for at firſt he doubted whe- 
ther it was really ſhe, preſently recollect Reaſon enough to overcome 
his Weakneſs, in immoderately grieving for the Loſs of that outward 
Beauty, which at the beſt was but a Sample of her more valuable and 
laſting Charms; and what augmented his Regret was, that the Skillful 
in that Art aſſur'd him it was an irrecoverable Miſchief: But in a lit- 
tle Time his conſtant Heart, diſdaining Change, and full of Truth and 
Honour, o'ercame the Alteration ; and reflecting that her Mind had 
been no Sharer in the Deformity, but was bright enough to ſhine 
through the darkeſt Cloud, he redoubled his Aſſiduity, and by all the 
reaſonable Arguments he could uſe, endeavour'd to remove from her 

the Trouble that had poſſeſs d her, and alſo to aſſure her that his Af 
fections had not ſhar'd in the Alteration ; and to give Proof of his Sin- 
cerity and Faith not to be alienated, he earneſtly preſs'd the Celebra- 
tion of their Marriage, and ſhew'd an eager Fondneſs, equal to the 
moſt violent Deſires that Beauty could inſpire ; and for that Reaſon 
deferr'd his intended Revenge upon Demagoras, for fear ſhe ſhould ima- 
gine he was leſs impatient than before ; and was, if poſſible, more 

obſerving and reſpectful to her than ever. e 
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reaſonable Joys which you alone can yield: I give you Liberty: I in- 
H 


Modernia d by Mrs. STANLEY. 25 


This was an Inſtance of Generoſity, ſearce to be met with in any 
but the ne er enough admir d Argalus, She, on the other Hand, taking 


as ſurprizing a Reſolution: For though ſhe lov'd him more than Life, 
nay, even than her very Soul, yet would ſhe not conſent ro marry him. 


How ſtrange were the Effects of Love in this unlucky Pair, and how 
different from that of others? Thar in him, the moſt vile Deformity 


could not expel a Paſſion that took its riſe from Beauty; and that the 


Violence of her Deſires ſhould be a Bar to the Enjoyment of them: But 
ſo diſintereſted was her Regards for him, that ſhe choſe rather to ſuffer 
all the Pangs of diſappointed . chan confine him to an of 


continual Terror. 


It would employ a better Orator, juſtly to repeat the eloquent and 


moving Words which this unhappy Couple interchang 'd: He conjuring 


her by the tender Memory of their growing Loves, not to compleat 
the Cruelty of Fortune, by tearing herſelf from him; aſſuring her, 
that her Beauty, at the brighteſt, was but the Introducer of her Idea 


to his Soul; and the Impreſſion was now ſo deeply fix'd, that nothing 


but a Diſſolution could eer efface it; intreating her not to think ſo 
meanly of his Love, as to believe it only ſuperficial, and to be re- 
mov d with the trifling Loſs of a Complexion ; or if it had, it being 
hers, he ſtill eſteem'd it fair, howe'er it might appear in others Eyes ; 
that he ſhould never be ſo ungrateful to eſteem her leſs for a Misfor- 
tune, which the Love of him wholly occaſion d; that every Joy in 
Life would be taſteleſs and inſipid without the Poſſeſſion of Her, for 
whom alone he thought it valuable: Theſe, and a thouſand other Ar- 

ments he urg'd to gain her to a Compliance of what in Life ſhe 
moſt deſir d. But her generous Soul diſdain'd to bleſs by halves the 
Man ſhe lov'd; and taking his Hand, bathing it with Tears, ſhe made 
him this Reply: My much lov'd Lord, that J have felt for you as vio- 
lent and tender Agonies as ever any Heart indur'd, the Gods can wit- 
neſs; and that the painful Paſſion is not to be remov'd, but with its 
vital Warmth, is ſure as Fate : Were I poſleſs'd of all the Univerſe, and 
Miſtreſs of every Charm it can produce, Id not delay one Moment to 


lay my ſelf, and all my Power, at your Feet; nay, were I but the ſame 
as once, tho' in that Capacity far below your Worth, T would (with 


greater Joy, than now I cer muſt poſſeſs even in Thought) have ac- 
cepted the dear tranſporting Happineſs of being yours; and by my 
humble Love, my Duty, and Obedience, endeavour'd to attone for 
want of other Merits : But Fate has interfered, and baffled all my pro- 
mis'd Happineſs; for rather than I would match my Argalus to ſuch a 
blaſted, loathſome, foul Parthenia, Id ſooner prove, if it were poſſi- 
ble for Fortune to invent it, a greater Blow than Parting: Go, my Soul's 
beſt and only Choice, leave this unhappy Wretch, this ſingled Victim 
of Fortunes Malice, and ſeek a Wife more worthy to partake thoſe 


{iſt 


== 


26 Fr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA; 
{iſt upon your taking it; and know, that if my unhappy Fate could e et 
permit me to feel the leaſt returning Gleam of Comſort, it would be 
at hearing that you had made a Choice equally agreeable to your Ho- 
nour and Delight. Here ſhe ſtopp'd, and burſt into a violent Paſſion 
of Tears, not being able longer to contain thoſe violent Agitations 
which her exceſſive Grief occaſion'd ; but gave it Vent in exclaiming 
againſt malignant Fortune, and calling upon Death to caſe her Ago- 
nies, | Rey 91 


But the more ſhe reſiſted and perſwaded, the more he purſued and 
courted her; till at laſt, to avoid his Importunities, and poſſibly di- 
ſtruſting her own Reſolves, ſhe one Night privately wander'd from 
Home; and where ſhe ſtray'd, or how ſhe is diſpos'd, is to this Hour 

unknown. Argalus was long unwearied in the Purſuit of her, till at 
length his fruitleſs Toil tired out his Hopes, and made him intirely 

ll. give into Deſpair and Rage : Life being grown inſupportable, he re- 

|| | N ſolv'd to lay it bravely down, or at leaſt hazard it in a juſt Revenge; 

0 and for that Purpoſe he diſguis'd himfelf, and went alone into a Town 

i | kept by the Helots; and coming boldly into Demagoras's Preſence, 

iff | when he was fitting ſurrounded by his Guards, gave him, before he 

[8 | could be obſerv d, two or three Mortal Wounds: He had no doubt, im- 

Wi | mediately with his Life, anſwer'd the bold Attempt, but that Dema- 

0 . « Loras order d them to take him alive, deſigning, I ſuppoſe, to glut his 

If lf Malice with ſome lingering Torments ; but his own approaching Death 

1 prevented the Execution of his dire Purpoſes, and only gave him Time 

I to appoint a Succeſſor, whom he defir'd might be a young Man that 

1 had lately eſcaped out of Priſon, where he was eondemn'd for the 

1 Murder of a Nephew of the King of Lacedamons. He was then ab- 

ſent, making Inroads upon the Lacedæmonians; but at his Neturn, the 

WW Helots, having an Opinion of his Valour, and not knowing whom elſe 

ll! do truſt that was ſo capable of the Office, and would be fo generally 

1 obey d, they fulfilꝭd the Appointment of Demagoras; and the Succeſs 

Wl has prov'd beyond their Wiſhes, he having, ſinee he headed them, 

ll, gain'd greater Victories, than even the moſt young and ſanguine of 

Ih | them could have hop'd; and I am apt to think he hath ſomeching of 

118 Honour in him, whatever Reaſons he has for joining that Rebellious 

1 | Rout of Villains, becauſe he hath delay'd the Death of Argalus, un- 

| | der Pretence of having him publickly executed with new invented Tor- 

| ments, after the Iſſue of the Wars, to which they hope to have a ſpee- 

| dy and proſperous End. This Man harh hitherto preferv'd my young 

ll Lord Clitiphon; who to redeem his Friend, join'd with ſome Noblemen 

ji of Laconia, and the Forces gather d by them, went, thinking, to be- 

4 ſiege this young General; but he, to their great Amazement, fallied 

| out and defeated the Laconians, flew many of their Nobles, took Ci. 

tiphon Priſoner, and with much Difficulty: preſerves his Life, the He- 
lots being full of Savage Cruelty; but ſometimes by Art, and ſome- 
times 
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that they were a People, who had been of old Freemen and Poſſeſſioners, 
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times by Authority, he manages dem; ſo that he hath hicherto pre- 
ſety'd both the noble Priſoners, but gives them diffetent Treatment, Ar- 


galus being in cloſe and ſtrict Confinement, and Clitiphon ſuffer d to be 


more at large: But notwithſtanding this Favour, we cannot flatter our- 
ſelves with any Certainty of his Life, while he is at all under the He- 
lots Power. Now, my Lord, I have given you as faithful an Account 
(as my Knowledge would admit) of our Misfortune, and the Occaſion 
of it; and though all thoſe Particulars, which I have mentiowd, were 
not neceſſary to the relating my young Maſter's Caſe, yet the Oddneſs 
of the Stoty made me believe it would not be ungrateful ro your No- 


tice, * 


Palladins fincerely thank d him for his Account, being vaſtly pleas'd 
at hearing the particular Occurrences that had happen d to ſo renownd 
a Prince as Argalus, with whom he had long deſir d an Interview, ex- 


cited by a noble Emulation of his glorious Actions. 


Aker 2 little Recollection, he call'd for a Set of Armour, and de- 
fird they would provide him a Horſe and Guide; and arming himſelf 
all but his Head, he went up to Kalander, whom he found lying up- 
on the Floor, having, ever ſince his Son's Captivity, baniſh'd both 
Food and Reſt, as Interrupters to that reafonable Sorrow which he 
thought due to fo great a Loſs. Palladius raiſing him from the Earth, 
cry d, No more, my Lord, of this unprofitable Gtief ; we ought firft 
to exert ourfelyes, and try at leaſt to remedy an Evil; before we ſink 
under the Preſſure of it: You know that I ſuſtain the Abſence of one, 
who, though he has not the Ties of Nature to plead for him, yet were 
his Loſs aſſur d, I ſhould diſdain to ſurvive him even in Thought; but 


while there is any Room for Hope, let not Impatience deſtroy the Sarif- 


faction that may reaſonably afford us: He ſpoke thefe Words with fo 
much Spirit, and Deſire of Succeſs, that Rays of Victory ſeem d to dart 
from his bright Eyes; which fo encouragd Kalander, that he immedi- 
ately call'd for ſomething to eat; and after having with a little Sleep 
refreſh d his wearied Spirits, he alſo arm d himfelf ; and calling together 
thoſe few Servants he had not before employ'd in the Expedition, he 


guided Palladins to the Frontiers, where already were afſembled be- 


tween three and four thoufand Men, all firm to Kalander's Intereſt; but 
through long Peace, and diſuſe of Military Diſcipline, had more the 
Will chan Power of righting him; they were indeed able-bodied, and 
well-arm'd, but by the little Skill they us'd in handling their Arms, 
Marching or Incamping, Palladius ſdon found that their Courage pro- 
ceeded more from not knowing and deſpiſing their Oppoſers, than from 
any Dependence on themſelves; and deſiring more particularly to be in- 
form'd of the Numbers and Situation of the Helots, one of the Men, 
more knowing than the reſt in the Affairs of Laconia; anſwer d him, 


bur 
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but were conquer'd by the Lacedemonians,who, not content with impoſing ._- 
Tribute on them, had put them in a State of Bondage, which they for | _ Bl 
a long time peaceably labour d under; but the Lacedemonians growing 
more tyranous and cruel to them, they had lately (animated with repeat- 
ed Injuries, and urg'd by Deſperation) taken Arms, and procceding with 
f unbounded Fury, had taken ſeveral Caſtles and Towns of Conſequence, 
Naughtering and deſtroying all the Gentry they could meet with, no Age 
or Sex eſcaping their barbarous Fury; and tho at firſt they had fought 
only with brutal Wildneſs, yet Practice had now equalld the Order of 
their Forces to the moſt diſciplin'd of the Lacedæmonian Soldiers; and 
more eſpecially of late, both by the Direction of one Demagoras, a 
great Lord, that had join'd himſelf to their Party ; and fince his Death, 
buy the prudent Management of another Captain, a young Man of excel- 
.lent Skill and Valour, who by his Art had ſo improv'd their Knowledge, 
1 | . and temper'd their unbridled Fury, that he had brought them to a Mean of 
9 — Government, and led them with ſo much Bravery and admirable Conduct, 
5 that (beſides the Action wherein Clitophon was taken) they had lately 
1 gotten ſeveral conſiderable Victories, inſomuch that the Lacedæmonian 
= State has ſent to treat with them, offering Peace upon moſt honourable z 
kf and adyantageous Terms. Palladius, having gotten this particular Ac- = 
count of whom he was to engage, and already knowing how ſmall a 
[8 ; Power he had to oppoſe them with; he went to Kalander, and told 
hl e him he found there was nothing to be done by open Force, but that 
1 1 they muſt invent ſome Stratagem to deliver Clitiphon, which muſt be 
[fil _ equally temper d with Valour and Diſcretion: Upon this a Council of 
| l | the Chiefs were call'd, and ſeveral Propoſitions ſtarted; but none with 
1 | the Appearance of Succeſs ; till at length, Paladins, who, more by Hi- 
ill ſtory than Experience, had known the Uſe of Stratagems, thought of 
"Wi this; which was, that they ſhould dreſs rhemſelves like the pooreſt 
0 Sort of People in Arcadia, having no Banners but bloody Shirts hang- 


_ _—_\ 


i ing on long Staves, with ſome bad Bagpipes inſtead of Drum and Fife ; 
1 their Armour they ſhould cover as carefully as poſſible, or at leaſt 
1 | make it look ſo old and ruſty, as might ſeem equal to ſuch Wearers : 


This all the Number was to do, except two hundred Gentlemen of the 
I!!! moſt approv'd Strength and Courage, (whereof Paladins himſelf was 
to be one) who ſhould be chain'd and put into Carts like Priſoners, 
This Propoſition being agreed to, they march in that Order on to- 
wards the Town of Cardamila, where Clitiphon was Priſoner ; and be. 

ing arriv'd two Hours c'er Sun-ſet before the Walls, the Helots deſcryd 
. | their Numbers, and beginning to ſound the Alarm, they ſent a Coun- 
1 try-Fellow (that was capable of hiding his Deſigns under the Mask of 
| rude Sincerity,) to inform the Helots, who were aſſembled together, 
that they were Country-People of Arcadia, that labour'd as much un- 
der the Tyranny of their Superiors, and were no leſs willing to ſhake 
off the Yoke than they had been; and therefore had put themſelves in 
Defiance, and met with ſo good Succeſs, that already, beſides great 
Numbers 
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N umbers ſlain, they had taken near a hundred Gentlemen Priſoners, 


' whom they had there well ſecur d; but having no ſtrong retiring Place 


in Arcadia, and not being as yet powerful enough to maintain the Field 
againſt the Prince's Forces, they were come to implore their Protecti- 
on; that they were aſſur d their Number would daily increaſe ; but in 
the mean time they were fearful of being purſued, and 3 begg d 
that if the Town would not admit of all their Number, that they 
might have ſeave to encamp under the Wall, and only let their Priſo- 
ners (who where all able to pay a conſiderable Ranſom) be ſecured 


within the Town. 


The Helots made but a ſhort Conſultation, being glad that their 


Contagion had ſpread itſelf into Arcadia, thinking that if a Peace was 


not concluded between them and their King, it would be moſt for their 
Intereſt to inflame all the Parts of Greece : Beſide the Deſire they had 
of having ſo many Gentlemen in their Cuſtody, in whoſe Ranſoms 
they deſign'd having a Share, what forwarded this haſty Concluſion, 
was their Captain's Abſence, who was gone to either quite confirm, or 
quite diſſolve the Peace with the State of Lacedæmon: Therefore ſend- 
ing ſome to view the Camp,*and finding by their Speech that they really 
were Arcadians, a People that they had never had any War with, and 
not ſuſpecting that ary private Man could gather fo great a Force, they 
open d their Gates, letting not only the Priſoners enter, but ſome 
others of the Company, and the reſt were to encamp under the Wall. 
When the Carts were enter d, as ſoon as Palladius ſaw a proper Time, 
he gave the Sign, and ſhaking off their Chains (which were artfully 
contriv'd for that Purpoſe) they drew their Swords, which were hid 


in the Carts by them, and ſetting upon the Ward, they ſoon made 


them reſign their Poſt, or Lives, and ſo made Way for all the Arcadians 
to enter, before the Helots could make any Head to reſiſt them; bur 
they being deſperate, and harden'd in Dangers, gather'd with as much 
Precipitation as they could, together in the Market-place, and would 


poſſibly ſoon have made the Arcadians retreat, but that Palladins's 


Courage and Example leading them, they made ſuch an Impreſſion in- 
to the Squadron of the Helots, that oblig d them to ſeek their Safety 


in their Flight; which Kalander ſeeing, he call d out for them to go to 
the Priſon where he thought his Son was; but Palladius thought it 
more adviſeable, firſt to ſcour the Streets, and houſeing all the Helots, 


make themſelves Maſters of the Gates. 


But e' er they could compaſs that, the Helots had gotten new Heart, 
and began to gall the Arcadian Party with ſeveral Sorts of Shot from 
Windows and Corners of the Streets, their Courage being animated by 
the return of the Captain, who, though he brought not many with 
him, having diſpers'd moſt of his Companies to others of his Holds, 


yet meeting a great Number running out of the Gate, not yet poſſeſs d 
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by the Arcadians, he made them face about, and diſplaying his Ban- 


ners, orderd his Trumpeter to give the loudeſt Teſtimony of his re- 
turn that he could make; which once heard, the reft of the Helots, 
which were ſcatter'd otherways, bent thither with new Life and Reſo- 
lution; and as if their Captain had been the very Root of all their 
Courage, renew'd the Fight with ſo much Bravery, that in a little time 
the Left-Wing of the Arcadians began to looſe Ground; which Palla- 
dius ſeeing, he ſtraight oppoſed himſelf, with his choſen Band, againſt 


the Throng that oppreſs d them, with ſuch an overflowing Valour, that 


the Captain (whoſe Eyes could eaſily diſcern that Greatneſs in another, 
by which he himſelf was govern'd) ſoon found that he alone was worth 
all the reſt of the Arcadians; and ir was hard to fay, whether he moſt 
_ admir'd his Behaviour, or lamented the Effects; but finding that upon 
him lay the ſole Event of the Engagement, and diſdaining to encoun- 
ter any other, ſought only to join with him; which Palladius was no 
leſs eager for, having obſery'd that he was the Spring and Motion of 
the reſt: This equal Deſire of engaging each other, at length drew 
them to the Extremity of one Wing, where they began a Combate, 
in which it was hard to determine whether their Bravery or Conduct 
was moſt remarkable; ſo that great Parr of the Reſt had left the Fight 
to obſerve thoſe Two, upon whoſe Succeſs both Sides thought their All 
depended: The Contention was ſharply carried on; yet their Courage 
not degenerating into Raſhbneſs, but guided with a prudent Skill, they 


fought as Men deſpiſing Life but as the Reward of Victory; till at length 


both Sides began to grow faint, and rather believing that they ſhould fall, 
and endeavouring to do it together, than having Hope of either being 
Conqueror, the Captain of the Helots with a Blow, that proceeded not 
from his Strength but Fury, ſtruck Paladins with ſuch Violence, that he 
cleft his Helmit, which fell off, and left his Head expoſed to the Fury 


ol the next Blow; but ſome of the Arcadians, that were near him, ſtood 


ready to ſhield him from any ill Conſequences that might ariſe from his 
being ſo expos'd ; but their Care was needleſs, for his Enemy inſtead 


of purſuing the Advantage, kneeled down, offering to deliver the 


Pommel of his Sword, in Token of yielding, ſaying aloud, that he 
ſhould take more Pride in being his Prifoner, than any others General, 
Palladius was aſtoniſh'd at theſe Words, and at a Loſs what to anſwer, 


believing ſome Stratagem was deſignd ; and the Helots ſtanding in 


great Surprize, the Captain ſoftly whiſper'd Paladins; What is the 
Voice of thy Daiphantus ſo ſoon forgotten, that ir muſt give a ſecond 
Sound to make thy Ears acquainted with it? At thoſe Words Palladius 
knew it was his only Friend Pyrocles. His Joy at the Diſcovery, and 
Wonder at the Occaſion of it, were equally great; they immediately 
caus'd a Retreat to be ſounded, Daiphantus prevailing by his Authority, 
and Palladius by Perſwaſion; the little Advantage there appear'd on 
either Side, making both conſent to ir; and indeed Night with her ſa- 


ble Arms interpoſed, and commanded a Ceſſation. In the late Fight, 
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| Kalander had been taken Priſoner; the good old Man ſtriving beyond 


his Strength, eager to redeem his Son, by Odds was over - power d. 
The Man that took him, ſoon as the Retreat was ſounded, led him to 
the Captain, hoping, through him, he might learn ſome of the Ene- 
mies Purpoſes: But how great was his Surprize, to find his Son Cliti- 
phon ſitting next the Captain] The principal Helots being aſſembled to 
conſult what Method was to be taken, as alſo to hear a Meſſage from 
the Arcadiaus, who (by the Advice of Palladius, whom they all lov'd, 
both for his own Virtues, and the Friendſhip which Kalander bore to 


him) where determin'd to try by fair Means, rather than Force, to re- 


cover Kalander and his Son; and therefore had ſent to let the Helots 
know that the Reaſon of their Coming was wholly ro redeem them, 
and not from any general Malice; that if they would deliver thoſe Two 
up without a Ranſom, they would immediately leave the Town, and 
give them no farther Moleſtation. Daiphantus perſwaded them, with- 
out Delay, to accept of theſę Conditions, by urging to them, that ag 
the Contention was at Home, if they ſhould be ſubdued, they muſt un- 
avoidably looſe every Thing in Life that could be valuable to them ; 
and ſhould they conquer, they would gain nothing but an unproficable 
Revenge ; beſides, 'twas poſſible, and likely, that all Arcadia would in- 
terpoſe in their Behalf; whereas, if they treated thoſe few well, the reſt 
might be brought to ſhow ſome Friendſhip to them: But that which 
he thought the molt powerful Reaſon was, for fear the King and No- 
bles of Laconia ſhould take the Opportunity of this Quarrel, and fo 
getting the Arcadians to join with them, break the profitable Agree- 
ment which he had juſt concluded for them with that State: That upon 
the whole, weighing the many evil Conſequences that would ariſe by 
their being overcome, and the trifling Advantages they ſhould gain in 


_ conquering, he thought it much more adviſeable not to hazard it, bur 


take the ſafe and honourable Method of delivering up the Friloners, 
and lerting the Arcadians part Friends. 


The Helots aw d by his Authority, and Nn by his wiſe Rea- 
ſons, were cantent to accept of the Propoſals; whereupon Palladius 
gave immediate Order, that the Arcadians ſhould forthwith march aur 
of the Town, taking with them their Priſoners, while the Night with 
mutual Difference might keep them quiet, and e er the Day appear d 
they might be forward on their Way Home, and ſo avoid thoſe Acci- 
dents, which in late Enemies, a Look, a Word, or a particular Man's 
Quarrel, might engender : This being on both Sides concluded, Ka- 
lander and Clitiphon came up to Daiphantus. Clitiphon having already 


inform'd his Father that he was oblig d to him for his Life, and that 


he had almoſt hazarded his own in preſerving him from the Fury of the 
incens d Helots; that the Morning of that Day (fearing his Safety in 
his Abſence) he had taken him with him when he went to conclude a 
Peace withthe Lacedæmonians, and arm d him, upon Promiſe that he would, 
| * 
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if Occaſion offer d, defend the Helots ; which accordingly he had. chat... ---# 
Day done, little thinking he was, with impious Hands, oppoſing his 
Parent and Deliyerers ; but continued he, here is my ſecond Father, who 
hath ſecur d me from a thouſand Deaths that hourly threatned me, and 
reſtor'd me to new Life and Happineſs in preſerving you. Kalander, with 
Tears of Joy and Thankfulneſs, ſhew'd his Gratitude ; and was going 
to expreſs it doubly by his Words, when Daiphantus, whoſe generous 
Mind diſdain'd to be reminded of a Courteſy, broke off the Ceremony, 
by enquiring how Paladins came to be known to them, and what 
Motives induced him to aſſert their Cauſe? Being inform'd in every 
Particular by Kalander, he begg'd of Clitiphon to go and tell him, that 
he would not have him come to him there, not thinking himſelf enough 
aſſured of his Power with the Helots to protect him from Outrages, 
but go back with Kalander; and that the Moment he could diſengage 
himſelf from them, he would follow. Kalanaer begg'd him to confirm 
1 that laſt Promiſe, by giving him alſo his Word for the Performance, 
—_— aaſſuring him that his Happineſs would be imperfect till compleated by 
00 | | | his Preſence ; and reminding him to ſolicit a Pardon for Argalus ; 
10 | which he aſſurd him of compleating, og ſuffering with him, they took 
. their Leaves, Kalander, Clitiphon, Palladius, and the reſt of the Ar- 
ii | cadians, leaving their Oaths for Surety that they would not any more 
ji moleſt the Helots. They march'd out of the Town, carrying with 
1 them their Dead and Wounded, and by Morning they had reach'd the 
Will 5 Limits of Arcadia. „„ Do. 


The Helots, on the other Hand, ſhutting their Gates, addreſs'd them- 
: | ſelves to cure their Wounds, bury their Dead, and reſt them of their 
0 | weary Toil. The next Day's returning Light having diſpers'd the Ap- 
. . prehenſion occaſion d by the late Surprize, Daiphantus order d a gene- 
5 8 ral Convention to be call d, and made a Speech to them to the follow- 
Wi | ing Purpoſe, . 5 
fi My Friends and Fellow-Soldiers, how much are we indebted to the 
lll | Almighty Powers for this Delivery, and how conſpicuous was the Pro- 
I / vidence that directed my Return, to protect that Right which other- 
Wil ways we muſt inevitably have loſt, and which I ſhould have found 
fl great Difficulty in preſerving, had not I, luckily for us, happen d to 
Ii Eg know particularly one of their Chiefs, and ſo prevail'd with them to 
admit a Truce between us? Had the Diſpute remain d, tis certain they 
(Ml would continually have been reinforced, either from their own Arcadia, 
"Wi or the Nobility of this Country; who would no doubt have gladly. 
10 | join'd with them in endeavouring our Deſtruction, which in all proba- 
bility they would caſily have accompliſh'd, and ſo our Power would 
have been turn'd into perpetual Slavery, and our Pride of Conqueſt 
into Sorrow and mean Condeſcenſions; but now the Storm ceas'd er 


it well begun, and the Error we committed in detaining and uſing C/- 
| | tiphon 
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 tiphon more hardly chan with Juſtice we could arifwer, T hope for the 
future will make us employ our Power with more Moderation, 


I have now to deliver to you the Succeſs of my Negotiation with 
the King and Nobles of the Lacedæmonian State, which in all Points 
has anſwer'd your Deſires. The Towns and Forts you are in Poſſeſſi- 

on of, are to remain yours, and to be either garriſon d, or not, at your 
Appointment ; provided you break not into the ancient Laws, and 
yearly pay ſuch Duties as are impos'd upon the reſt of the Laconians: 


Every particular Man of you is by a publick Decree to be made free, 


and ſo entitled to give and receive Votes in all publick Elections; the 
Diſtinction, in Name, between Helots and Lacedæmonians, quite to 
ceaſe; and you are equally to enjoy both the Name and Privileges of 
Laconians; your Children to be educated with theirs in the Spartan 
Diſcipline ; and you, for the future, conforming yourſelves to the juſt 
Rules of that State, ſhall enjoy the Privileges of Free Subjects, r 
no longer labour under the Toils of Servitude. 

Theſe Conditions carry to you both Honour and Advantage, which 
made me unwilling to ſlip the Opportunity of confirming them; or 
elſe there is one Article, which T could hardly have been brought to 
yield to; which is, my entire Abſence from you: They, poſlibly, miſ- 
taking my Intentions, and believing that Sedition, not Juſtice, is my 
Aim; or elſe, perhaps, mov'd at the Interceſſion of King Amiclas, whoſe 
Nephew J unfortunately ſlew : But whatſoever their Reaſons are, I have 
for your Sakes condeſcended to comply with them. So will not we, 
with one united Voice, cry'd out the whole Aſſembly: What, give up 
our Protector, our Deliverer, the Inſtrument tliat Heayen has lent us 
to avenge our Wrongs? No, we will rather ſtand the utmoſt of the 


War's Event, than comply with ſo unreaſonable a Demand. But Dai: 


phantus laying before them (both by general Orations, and allo parti. 
cularly to every Chief amongſt them) the Neceſlity of cloſing with 
that favourable Opportunity; and alſo how wrong it would be in them 
to prefer a vain Affection, in regard to him, before the general Welfare 
of the Community; he at length prevail d, but not till he had publick- 

ly ſworn, that if c'er the Lacedæmonians ſhould break the Treaty, he 
would return and undertake their Cauſe. This being agreed to; after 
a few Days, he addreſs'd himſelf to take his Leave, their Eyes with 
Tears ſpeaking the Regret they felt ar parting with him, Kiſſing his 
Steps, and building Temples to him, as to fome Demi-God; thinking 
ir almoſt beyond the Power of a Morral, at leaſt ſo young a Ons, to act 


as he had done. But before he went, 15 obtain d a Pardon for 7” . 
the Helots only inſiſting that he ſhould ſwear never to bear Arms againſt 


them. And taking ſome of his own moſt valuable Jewels, he would 
have departed privately, accompanied only by Argalus; (whoſe me- 


lancholly Aſpect ſhow'd he thought his Liberty bur a crifling Bleſſing, 
K ſince 


34 He Philip Sidney AR CADIA; 


ſince it could not reſtore him to Love and his Part henia) but the whole 
Multitude cry d out, That they would guard their General to Arcadia; 
where being come, they once more took their Leaves, with Tears and 
Lamentations bewailing his Depatture, whilſt he and Argalus purſued 
their Way, there needing but ſmall Enquirv to direct them to the well- 
known Houſe of Kalatder ; where arriv'd, they all came out to wel- 
come the long-wiſh'd Gueſt, whoſe Preſence infus d a general Joy in 
all but the unhappy Argalus, whoſe Thoughts were too much taken up 
with his Parthenia, to admit any other Idea, either of Joy or Sorrow, 
The Eyes and Admiration of every one were now turn d upon Dai- 
phantus; his youthful Face having not yet produc'd a Witneſs of his 
Manhood, and yet his Actions o'er-powering the moſt experienc'd Ge- 
nerals. He wore a baſhful Shyneſs in his Countenance, as if it ſhun'd 
the obſerving Eyes of Men, who late, unmoy'd, had ſtood the Glare of 
thouſand Deaths. Briefly,” in him Nature united (whether by Chance 
or by Deſign I know not) the different Attributes of Mars and Cupia, 
that every Beholder (and all who could became one) was a Witneſs that 
in him Nature had done her utmoſt, and Knit together all the Orna- 
ments that can adorn Humanity. The ſame Wonder and Admiration 
Palladius had before excited; but the Perfections of Dazphantus yielding 
a later Entertainment to their Eyes, the fickle Meſſengers had given his 
Idea the Preference in their Judgments: But whilſt all of them (except 
Argalus) were gaily ſhowing the Pleaſure they took in being poſleſs'd of 
his Company, Fortune, who meant to play a Gambol at the Entertain- 
ment, introduc'd an odd Adyenture. One Day, after Dinner, Word 
was brought to Kalander, that there waited without a fine young La- 
dy, who ſaid ſhe was nearly related to the beauteous Hellen, Queen 
of Corinth, and hop'd that Claim would intitle her to. a ſhort Recep- 
tion in his Houſe. Kalander, glad of any Opportunity to employ his 
Hoſpitality, immediately went forth, follow'd by all his Company, but 
Argalus, who was retir'd to his Chamber, wiſhing the Time's Approach, 
wherein Good-manners woulg admit him to take his leave of Kalan- 
der, and go in Search of his much loy'd Parthenia. When they were 
come where the Lady was, Kalander, greatly ſurpriz'd, thought it 
was his Niece Parthenia, and as ſuch was going to ſalute her, and wiſh 
her Joy of her return to Love and Beauty; which, when ſhe perceiv d, 
ſhe with a modeſt Gravity drew back, and told him ſhe believ'd that he 
miſtook her for his Niece, as many more had done; but that ſhe only 
had the Honour to reſemble her, being indeed of Corinth, and of a 
near Alliance to tlie Queen of that Place. Kalander, confounded be- 
tween Appearance and Reality, begg'd a thouſand Pardons for his 
abrupt Behaviour; but aſſur'd her, that the Likeneſs was ſo very great, 
that he could hardly yet tell, whether his Eyes or Ears were the more 
true Intelligencers; but that upon a ſecond View, he thought there 
was ſome little Difference in the Complexion, ſhe having the Advan- 


tage in that Point; and taking her by the Hand, he led her roward the 
Houſe, 


Houſe, and rold her, het 1 might command a Welcome; but 
before ſhe would fit down, or take the leaſt Refreſhment, the deſir d 
publickly to ſpeak with Argaius, which they immediately diſpatch'd a 
Servant to inform him of. He came with great Precipitancy down; 
wondering what Buſineſs a Lady, and ſuch a one as they deſcrib'd, 
ſhould have with him; but when he came into her Preſence, the vio- 

lent Change of his Complexion ſoon ſhow d that his Thought of her 
was the ſame with Ka/ander's: But before he could have Time, or 
Power to utter the ſudden Joy he had OY; the 225 a oe to it 


by the following Relation. 


My Lord, ſaid the, tis wich no ſinaf Reluctance T am ig to un⸗ 
deceive you, and give you an Aſſurance that T am not the Lady, 
which by the Agitation my firſt Sight occaſion'd, I find you take me 
for; but I am come to give you a particular and true Account of her 
unhappy, and now inevitable Fate. A few Months ſince, the Queen 
of Corinth (to whom I have the Honour of a near Relation) was ob- 
lig d for ſome ſmall Space to quit her Court, and in her Abſence ho- 
nour'd me with the chief Care of it: In the Interim, that unhappy Lady, 
the once fair Parthenia, came thither; bur ſo deform'd, ſo chang'd and 
mortified, that had not ſome flying Rumour of her Misfortunes before 
reach'd my Ears, I never ſhould have been convinc'd that it was really | 
ſhe ; but that, added to the Aſſurances ſhe gave me of its being Truth, at 
laſt conkent d my Belief of it. My Compaſſion for her miſerable Caſe; 
was great as the Occaſion; and I endeavour'd by all the Tenderneſs 
and Care imaginable to ſoften and alleviate the Pains and Agonies of 
Mind ſhe ſeem'd to labour under ; bur at length they grew too power- 
ful for her weak and tender Nature longer to ſtruggle with, and ob- 
lig' d her to reſign a Life, which when poſſeſs d, only ſerv'd to exalt 
her Magnanimity and Patience: But before ſhe died, ſhe call'd me to 
her; and after having recited the unexampled Conllancy and Faich you 
had ſhew'd in her great Change, ſhe begg'd me by all the Friendſhip I 
had profeſs'd for her, to ſeek you out; and raking this Ring off her 
Finger, Give this, fays ſhe, to the deat Author of all my Happineſs 
and Miſery ; and tell him, that his Parthenia conjures him with her 
lateſt Breath, to blot bur the Remembrance that there once was ſuch a 
Wretch, and in her Place fix the Bearer of this laſt Legacy ; and know, 
ſays ſhe to me, my deareſt Friend, in leaving you his Love, I leave 
you the moſt valuable Thing in Life: : Tell him, you Two alone arc 
worthy of each other; and from me, aſſure him, that if the Bleſs'd 
above are capable of an Addition to their Happineſs, my Soul, when 
mix d among them, (as ſhortly I hope 'twill be) will in nothing 10 much 
rejoice, as knowing that he has given you my Place in his Affections. 
Wich this ſhe fetch d a Sigh, and gave her Spirit a Releaſe from that 
Body in which it had endured ſo many Evils. And now, my Lord, I 
am come to execute her laſt Command; and though the Purport of it 
may 
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may ſeem unfit for me to utter, yet the Deſire of a dying Friend, and 
your ſuperior Merit, will, I hope, excuſe the uncommon Method I 


have taken. I ſue, my Lord, whoſe Birth and Fortune might com- 


mand Deſire 5 but you have Excellence enough to juſtify a Proceeding 
ſo extraordinary : I offer you myſelf; think of me as the Legacy of 
your Parthenia, and as ſuch accept me. Here ſhe ſtopt, and impati- 


ently waited his Anſwer. But he at firſt, regardleſs of eyery Thing but 


what immediately related to his deareſt loſt Parthenia, perform d her 


Obſequies with repeated Sighs and Tears; bur after a little Recol- 


lection, he return'd this Anſwer: I am, ſays he, Madam, moſt infinite- 


ly oblig'd to you for the great Condeſcenſion you have made; bur give 
me leave to own myſelf much more ſo, for the Care and Tenderneſs 


you ſhew'd to the dear, unhappy, fair Parthenia. Here his riſing 
Griefs choak'd his Utterance, and forc'd him to make a Pauſe; but 


recovering himſelf a little, he proceeded : Believe me Madam, as much 
Obedience and Regard, as a Wretch ſo loſt in Grief, and ſwallow'd 


up in Miſery is capable of paying, you may depend on; be aſſur'd, 
that whilſt T am forc'd to drag a loath'd and hated Life, the only Thing 
that can ſupport me in it is your Service; but for the Honour you 
have propos'd to me, of making me your Husband, know, there is 
not, cannot be ſo great a Happineſs as that in ſtore for me; I myſelf 
ſhall be the Bar to my own good Fortune; I can't enough ſeparate my- 
ſelf from my Parthema's Memory, to diſpoſe my Heart to any other 
Choice ; were it in my Power, on you I would beſtow it, as now moſt 
worthy of it; but my Affections are all buried in Parthenia's Grave, 
where ſhortly, very ſhortly, T ſhall follow : Was it her outward Form 
alone that charm'd me, to you I ſhould with Joy transfer my Paſſion, 
as bearing her Similitude; but that had the leaſt Share in my Eſteem; 


it was her Mind that I adord: I loy'd her for herſelf, and nothing 


can diſſolve the Tye but my Life's Date. And muſt I, reply'd the La- 
dy, be neglected, lighted, and refus'd? O! give not, anſwerd he, 
choſe rough, unmanner d Terms to my Reply; bur rather Tay, that my 
ill Stars compel me to deny myſelf a Happineſs too great for ſuch a 
Wretch as I to accept : Since cruel Fate has tore from me my firſt and 
only Choice, permit me, Madam, to lament alone the Violence, and leave 


you to a more worthy Husband, who has a Heart intire to offer to your 
Youth and Beauty. 


She ſcarce could give him Time to utter theſe laſt Words; but flying 
to him, ſhe claſp'd him in her Arms, and cry'd, My deareſt Argalus, re- 
ceive thy own Parthenia, though hut a poor Reward for thy inimitable 
Faith and matchleſs Love; forgive my Doubts, and this ſhort Tryal of 
thy Truth. Argalus had been ſo ſeiz d with Grief, he could not eaſily 


believe what he ſo much deſir d and ſhe affirm'd, but paus'd, and made 


her no Reply; which ſhe perceiving, gave him a particular Account of 
every Incident that had happen'd to her ſince their Parting : How, after 


leaving 
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leaving him, ſhe went determin d tb reſign het irkſome Being in ſome 


deſerted Wilderneſs; and having ſtray d into a ſolitary Retirement be- 
longing to the Queen of Corinth, (who had alſo provd the Pangs of 
hopeleſs Love, and was there alone bemoaning her unhappy Fare) ſhe 
overheard her deep Complainings, and coming to her, begg d to hear 
the ſad Particulars of her unhappy Story, and was fo mov'd with the 
Relation, that ſhe took her to her Court; and having a Phyſician there 
of more than ordinary Judgment and Ability, recommended her to his 
Care, and begg'd him to employ his utmoſt Skill in her Recovery; 
which, as they ſaw, he had perfectly effected; and tliat the was now 
come to deliver herſelf to him, for whoſe Sake alone ſhe had wiſh'd 
herſelf reſtor d: And calling a Corinthian Gentleman, that had attended 
her, to teſtify the Truth of what ſhe had utter d; Argalus, eaſily per- 
ſwaded to believe, what he more earneſtly deſir'd than Health or length 


of Days, ſaid, 'twas enough, he muſt and would believe her. His 


throbbing Heart, his every Senſe proclaim'd the Truth of what ſhe had 
ſpoke ; and imbracing her, left his Tears, who late had been a Witneſs 
of Grief, to play a double Part, and now expreſs his Joy. The good 


old Kalander was tranſported at the unlook'd-for happy Turn, and 


begg'd that they would honour his Houſe with the Celebration of theit 
Nuptials, privately hoping the Ceremony would detain a little longet 


his new Gueſts, to whoſe Company he had many more Excitements 


than bare Hoſpitality ; and therefore omitted nothing that might in. 
cline their Stay, and make that Stay agrecable. | 


The two Friends took every Opportunity of retiring together ; which 


Kalander's Good- Nature taking Notice of, he frequently left them 
alone; and one Evening, having walked through the Gardens, they 


went into the Summer -Houſe where the Pictures hung; where, being 


ſeated, Palladius recounted every Occurrence that had happen d to him 
ſince his being taken out of the Sea; the extream Care the Shepherds 


had beſtow'd on him; and how lucky (as he himſelf might judge) 


he had been, in meeting with the Friendſhip of ſo good a Man as Ka- 
lander ; and at laſt, obſerving Darphantus very intent upon the Picture 
that contain'd Baſilius and his Family, he repeated, as faithfully as his 
Memory would admit, every Particular of their ſurpriſing Story. Py- 
rocles Attention was wholly fix d whilſt he was relating it, his Eyes 
never moving from the Picture, and his Ears inſenſible to every Sound 
but what came from Muſidoruss Speech; who, having finiſh'd the Nar- 
ration, begg'd of him to inform him what Fate oblig'd him to join the 
Helots, and how he had been diſpoſed of, ſince the unlucky Accident 
that drove them from each other. Daiphantus had at that Time but 
little Tnclination to fatisfy this Deſire, his Mind being quite taken up 
in revolving on the Strangeneſs of the Arcadian Story; and he could 


not be ſatisfied till Palladius had again repeated ir, asking him a 


Thouſand Queſtions over and over, till he, impatient to know PY. 
| E roles 
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roclos Adventures, again requeſted him to inform him of them; whicti 
he, briefly as poſſible he could, comply'd with in the following Terms: 
When, fays he, we were both paſt Hopes of Safety, and choſe to 


rruſt ourſelves to che Mercy of the Sea, thinking that the more favour- 


able Element of the Two, I ſwam till T loſt Sight of you; and find- 
ing myſelf grow faint, and my Wounds painful, I thought it would 
be impoſſible for me to reach the Land, and therefore turn'd back 
again, and got upon the Maſt, where you ſaw me; being aſſur d that 
if you reach'd the Shore you would endeavour to find me out; bur if 


you periſh'd, I ſhould not have eſteem'd Life a Benefit, and therefore 


ould as willingly part with it there, as in another Place. Among 


the Shrowds I found my Sword, which I took up and waved above 


my Head, hoping it might give the diſtant Sailors a better Glimpſe 
of me. After the Pyrates had (as I ſuppos'd) frighted your Boat from 


my Aſſiſtance, they took me up, and clapt me under Hatches ; but 
er they could poſſeſs themſelves of the Spoils of our Wreck, they 


were ſet upon by another Ship, which maintain d a long and ſturdy 
Fight; but at length ours prevail'd, and put every Man of them to the 
Sword; among the Number, I heard them particularly commend the 
reſoly'd Behaviour and gallant Actions of one young Man, who had 
fought moſt valiantly, but Fate at laſt had conquer d him. My anxi- 
ous Care and Love for you, added to the deſpairing Frame of Mind 
which ſuch ſevere Strokes of Fortune naturally inclines one to, made 
me conclude the Perſon they deſcrib'd was you; and firmly believing 
you were gone, for whom alone JI thought Life deſireable, T determin'd 
in myſelf to take the firſt Opportunity that offer d, to lay it nobly down, 
and that Reſolution made me act more rafhly than otherways I ſhould 


have done. Two Days were hardly elaps'd, when Fate offer d me the 


Occaſion that I wiſh'd : The Kings of Lacedæmon, having ſent out 


ſome Gallies, under the Charge of one of their Nephews, to chaſe the 


Pyrates, who much infeſted thoſe Seas, they met our Ship; and our 
Captain being in want of Men to match their Number, he was oblig'd 
to arm ſome of his Priſoners, (among whom I was one) promiſing them 
their Liberty if they would fight couragiouſſy on his Side: Being 
boarded by the Admiral, it was my Chance to kill Zury/con, the King's 


Nephew ; but in the End they o'crpower'd us, and we were all made 


Prifoners, without much Regret on my Side, not greatly caring how 
Fate diſpos'd of me. Being brought to Tenaria, I was laid faſt in Goal, 
the Government having conceiv'd a more than ordinary Hate to me for 
being the Inſtrument of Euryleonès Death; but in ſhort Time the common 


People of that Town conſpir'd with the Helots, and by Night open'd 


the Gates, and*joining their Force, flew all the Heads of the oppoſite 
Faction : When they had made themſelyes entire Maſters 'of the Place, 
they open'd all the Priſons, and amongſt rhe reſt deliver'd me. I mov'd 
wich Gratitude, and careleſs of my Life, eſpous'd their Intereſt; and 
in tew Days ſome Conflicts happening, I behav'd myſelf, indeed, with 

| | Raſh- 
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Raſhneſs ; but, as their Unexperience thought, with more than common 
Courage and Reſolution ; and the more, relying on me becauſe the King 
of Lacedemon was my Enemy. Their chief Captain being ſlain, as you 
know, by Argalus, they agreed to place me in his Room, thinking by 
that to avoid the Contention it might raiſe among themſelyes, and in a 
general Convocation elected me; but how little Joy the Advancement 
gave me, the Heavens can witneſs : Being in my new Poſt, ſo great 
was my Succeſs, that having got many conſiderable Vidories, T at laſt 
obtaind a Peace greatly to their Advantage, and which they all ap- 
prov d of; and had the Morning of that Day, in which you deliver'd 
Clitiphon, concluded it; but in the Articles, King Amiclas inſiſted upon 
my being depriv'd of all my Power, and baniſh'd the Dominions; which 
I, infpird with a ſecret Hope that you were living, agreed to, and de- 
termin d to viſit each Corner of the Earth in ſearch of you, little ima- 
gining that Fate had ſo happily diſpos'd our Meeting; in which Inter- 
view, ſhe has more than paid us for all the Shocks we have indured in 
Abſence. Here they embrac'd each other in the moſt affectionate and 

moving Manner; but Kalander coming in put an End to their Diſcourle, 
which Pyrocles heartily wiſhd over, that he might ask ſome further 
Queſtions concerning the Story which Paladins had recounted, and 
which ſo much had fill'd his Thoughts; and making it his Requeſt to 
Kalander, he repeated it, and alſo ſhew'd him Philanax's Letter, which 
he perus'd with great Attention ; and had his Inclinations govern'd his 
Interrogatories concerning that Affair, would hardly ever have been 
over; but his good Manners interfer d, and for that Time put a Stop 
to the Converſation. 


The Marriage between the all-deferving Argalus, and his fair Par- 
thenia, being ſhortly to be celebrated, the two Friends diſpos'd of ſome 
Jewels of Value, that they might purchaſe ſuch Neceſlaries as would 
make their Appearance anſwerable to themſelves, and that Reſpect 
they ow d to Kalander: He, on his Part, taking all the Pains imagi- 
nable to let every Thing about chem be manag'd with the urmoſt Care 
and Nicety ; as much, or perhaps more in regard to Daiphantus and 
Palladins, than the Nuptials of his Niece; it may be, thinking that 
the young Coupk would find Entertainment ſufficient in cach other, 
without the Embelliſhments of Pomp and Show. But all the Orna- 
ments and Decorations of the Solemnity did not half ſo much contri- 
bure to its Glory, as the bright, dazzeling Appearance of the bloom. 
ing Bride, in whoſe Eyes the Loves and Graces ſeem'd already to have 
conſummated a Martiage, and ſhot Gleams of Joy in every Glance: 
Her Lips appear d like to the full-blown Roſe, juſt moiſten d with the 
Morning's Dew; and though clos d wich Maiden Baſhfulneſs, yet in- 
ſenſibly courted every Beholder's Wiſnes; her Checks, with pretty 
dimpled Smiles, emphatically ſpoke the gentle Sweetneſs of her Com- 


poſition ; her Hair, in flowing Ringlets looſely hung down her ala- 
baſter 
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baſter Shoulders, which might well have ſerv'd for Nets to entangle 


Hearts. Daiphantus, earneſtly obſerving her, cry d, in a Rapture, to 
Palladius, Oh! why did partial Heaven confine all Symmetry of Beauty 
to Arcadia? Which Words, though ſpoke with more than common 
Warmth, eſcap'd Palladius's Notice, he having ner, as yet, felt the 
Effects of its deſtructive Power. 


Several Days were ſpent in ſolemnizing the Nuptials of the happy 
Pair, with all the Pleaſures and Amuſements that Fancy could invent, 
or Art produce; their Joys and Raptures were in ſome Degree diffus d 
through every Breaſt, except the harden d one of Daiphantus, who 
ſeem'd to have made a League with melancholly, and was ſo far from 

ſharing in the general Gaiety, that every Overture of Pleaſure ſeem'd 


to diſguſt and thwart his Inclinations; even in Company, he was alone 


retird within himſelf, and perfectly unmindful of the Converſation 
his Complexion viſibly ſpoke the Alteration, which, from a ſprightly 
Healthfulneſs and Bloom of Beauty, was grown all pale and languid 
his Reſt forſook him, and every Morning he was early as Aurora in vi- 
ſiting the Woods and Groves; his whole Delight he placed in Solitude, 
and would admit no Partner in his Cares. Palladins, whom Friendſhip 
had made quick to obſerve his Actions, had long ſince mark d this 
Change in his Behaviour; and being tir'd of the inactive Life he fol- 
low'd in Arcadia, having extended his Knowledge of the Place as far 
as it could reach, the Court being inacceſſible to Strangers, he was 
greatly deſirous of returning (after the various Mazes Fortune had led 
him through) to ſettle in his own Nation; and finding Daiphantus, 
ſince this Change of Humour decline the mention of it, he was reſoly'd 
to begin with him, and haſten their Return; and one Day finding him 
alone, he began to talk to him in the following Manner. 


My dear Pyrocles, a noble Mind, bred up and train'd in Virtue's 
Ways, always propoſes ſome End that may be worthy of it ſelf; and 
its Views once fix'd, it ſeldom alters the Determination, without ſome 
powerful Motive, De deep Reaſon, to juſtify the Change; and 
| Where Honour, Renown, and Wiſdom are its Aim, the Countenance of 

ſuch a Man beſpeaks the Chearfulneſs and Joy with which he follows 
the pleaſing Task; his reſoly d Conſtancy and unwearied Reſolution 


in the great Purſuit, ſhines out in every Look; his outward Form ever 


ſpeaks that inward Peace of Mind, which virtuous Reſolutions inſpire 
the Followers with. I do, my deareſt Friend, direct this particular 
Converſation to you, becauſe T am ſenſible that no One more throughly 
purpos'd the Purſuit of Knowledge and Improvement, than you have 
done; nor was any one I &er yer met with, half ſo capable of attain- 
ing the glorious End: I don't believe my Pyrocles will charge me with 
being a Flatterer ; he is too well acquainted with Truch, nor to be ſenſi- 


ble of theſe Endowments i in himſelf; but to further prove my Sinceriry, 
| give 
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ive me leave to obſerve to you, (as with Grief 1 ſilently have long 

done) that ſince our coming into this Country, you ſeem, if not whol- 
ly to have chang'd your Purpoſes, yet to faint and ſlacken in them: 
This Remiſsneſs, at a Time when you had almoſt reach'd the Summit of 
them, any one leſs partial than myſelf would ſeverely cenſure : Tis 
not my Eyes alone, whom Fondneſs has made quick to obſerve your 
Actions, that find out the Change; but every one may ſee that where- 
as your uſual Practice was in every Place you came, to ſet yourſelf 
to increaſe your Knowledge, and improve your Underſtanding, by 
ſeeking the Company of able and experienc'd Men, and courting the 
Familiarity of thoſe who were not only skill'd in Learning, but vers d 
in Civil and Military Affairs; and if you did not ſeek Occaſions of 
practiſing the Precepts you obtain d, yet you ſtill ſyatch'd at every 
Opportunity that offer'd, to exert your Valour, Conduct, Wiſdom, 
and Experience ; now you ſtop ſhort in your Career, your Mind's un- 
bent, at leaſt from that Employment it ought ro be engag d in; your 
Looks are ſad and troubled, which ſure, I think, can ne'er proceed 
from virtuous Contemplations : Clouds in the Sky always foretel a 
Storm, and gloomy Looks beſpeak a Mind diſorder d; but what moſt 
proves my Fears, is the Delight you take in Solitude, which lily 
ſteals upon your Quiet, and is deſtructive to every Social, and in- 
deed to almoſt every Virtue: Had Eve ne er obſtinately ſtray'd alone, 
the Devil's Purpoſes had been defeated : Man is by Nature form'd for 
Society; and Adam could not be eaſy, even in Paradice, without it; 
and when we ſhun it, too ſure it is, the Mind or Body is diſeasd. Py- 
rocles was ſo wrapt up in other Thoughts, he ſcarce attended to what 
his Friend had ſpoken ; but yet the Charge in general ſtruck his No- 
tice; and being conſcious how juſtly it was grounded, he could nor 
avoid endeayouring to extenuate the Fault ; and with a Look abaſh'd, 
that ſhew'd he knew, but could not remedy the Evil, he thus reply'd: 
My ever excellent and much lov'd Muſidorus, the Commendations which 
you beſtow'd on me in the beginning of your Speech, greatly ſhew 
the Force of that deep-· grounded Love you have ever held for me: You 
could not have thought ſo well of me, had not Friendſhip interfered 
and byaſs'd your better Judgment ; neither, had not you been inclin'd 
to look on me with partial Eyes, would you have honour'd me with 
that Friendſhip : Thoſe Imperfections you tax me with, I was always 
ſubject to; and your riper Judgment has only now diſcern'd thoſe Er- 
rors in me, which in your greener Years paſs'd your Obſervance; and 
the Alteration in your Opinion of me, proceeds more from the Im- 
provements of your Mind, that gives you a Power more nicely to 
diſtinguiſh, than from any unuſual Defect in me: But thus much let 
me ſay in excuſe for that Weakneſs you charge me with, That, in my 
Opinion, I do not wholly deſerve Condemnation, for not fo violently 
purſuing that Knowledge, which you term the Improving of the Mind; 
and which, without all doubt, is one Way of doing it: But let me tell 
vou, 
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vou, my deareft Myfiderus, there are alſo ſpeculative Ways of inlarge- 


ing its Faculties; it muſt, like other Things, be ſometimes unbent, Na- 
ture wilt not fuffer it ever to be upon the Stretch; and if we in Oppo- 
ſition to her Dictates always keep it ſo, it will at length break, or be 


| weaken'd paſt aur Uſe: And how are you certain I do not make it 
ſoar a higher Pitch, and extend itſelf beyond external Knowledge? 
The Workings of the bufy Mind, are far more infinite than can be 


bounded by the outward Senſes, or known even in Imagination, by 
thoſe who continually: diſtract and drive their Thoughts without them- 
ſelves; ſuch Contemplations as I eſteem excellent, in Solitude I enjoy, 
and that perhaps contributes to the refining and extending thoſe Con- 
remplations : The lofty Eagle always flies alone, whilſt the filly Sheep 
erer herd in Companies. Aecyſe not therefore my Mind, for ſome 


times ſeeking to enjay it ſelf a- part from other Objects; nor blame 


me for chuſing ſuch Times and Places, as are moſt conducive to that 


Purpoſe: And Oh! my deareſt Muſidorus, continued he, if I am me- 


lancholly, who better knows than you the Reaſons J have for it? Here 
he made a Pauſe, as if he was unſatisfied in himſelf, though his Wir 
could well have help'd him to ſtop the Enquiries of another ; but his 
Countenance plainly ſhew'd he was deſirous his Friend ſhould know 
his Thoughts, but could not bear the Pain of uttering them; and yet 
the Malady wanting ſome Vent, with bluſhing Cheeks and beating 
Heart, he thus proceeded, and with a Smile conſtrain d, cry d, Sure, my 
deareſt Couſin, you can't but think the Beauty and agreeable Situation of 
this Place may well attone for any Time ſpent in it; dont you ſee how 
all Nature has conſpird to make this Country a ſecond Eden? Do but 
obſerve the Greens, their Colour far ſurpaſſing the fineſt Emeralds, each 
one appearing to out-do its Neighbour, yet altogether equal; the 
Beauty of the various Flowers would puzzle the moſt prying Judgment 
with Juſtice to deſcribe, and take a Life ro expreſs; do not theſe ſtate- 
ly ſpreading Trees ſeem to maintain a flouriſhing old Age, and yet en- 
Joy the Beauties of a continual Spring? The very Air breathes Health, 
which the pretty Birds with grateful Eloquence delight to publiſh, and 
every Eccho doubly ſolemnizes; fee the bubbling Brooks and creeping 


Streams, how flow they glide along, as loth to leave a Place where 


all Perfection is united, and with how ſweet and ſoft a Murmur they 


lament their forced Departure; ſurely ſome Goddeſs inhabits in this 


Region, and inſpires it with all theſe Charms; nothing leſs than a Ce- 
leſtial Being is worthy to be inſhrin d in this Effuſion of Delights; 
nor could any Thing beneath a heavenly Power e'er have made ſo 
perfect, ſo complear a Refidence. Here, ferching a deep Sigh, he ended 
his Encomiums, mournfully caſting his Eyes on Muſidorus, (as if his 


Looks alone would beſpeak Pity.) Mu/idorus had all this while been 


earneſtly obſerving his Countenance, and his Ears no leſs attentive to 
the Sounds his Speech produc'd; but from neither of them could he 


frame a Certainty; and the Incoherence of his Friend's Words and Acti- 
ons 


© af 


WH 1 


1% * 
A 


1 
A 22 


Moderniz'd by Ari. STANLEY. 43 


ons ſerved rather te raiſe new. Doubts, than ſatisfy the old: Through 
his Diſcourſe he might obſerve his whole Frame to be diforder'd ; ſome- 
times the unbidden Tears would guſni into his Eyes, and then as 
quickly make their Retreat; his Cheeks, now pale, then red, alter- 
nately changing their Colour; the cold Dew continually bathing his 
Temples, and a trembling Faintneſs agitating his whole Form; his 
Thoughts were in a wild Diſorder, nothing to be found in them but 
Anarchy and Uproar, nor no certain Opinion to be form'd from what 
he ſaid, his Words being continually interrupted with Sighs, and the 
Sentences broke with Pauſes. Muſidorus was determin d to direct his 
Anſwer the Way that would be moſt likely to draw the Secret from 
Pyrocles Breaſt ; and though at firſt, when he ſo warmly was defending 
Solitude, he had a thouſand Things to urge in Oppoſition to the Ar- 
gument; as, that Heaven never would have endow'd Man with the 
Power of Action, had he not deſign'd him to be employ'd ; that at 
the beſt, thoſe inward Contemplations could only tend to the Improve- 
ment and Bettering of one's Self; that it was not enough for any one 
to confine their Sphere of Acting and Thinking to themſelyes alone, 
but ought to extend them both, as far as in them lay, to benefic their 
Fellow-Creatures : Theſe, and a thouſand other Things upon the Sub- 
ject, which that, added to his Natural Wit, indued his Thoughts with, 
he had ready to utter; but when he found Pyrocles turn from that Sub- 
jeR, and fall into ſuch a paſſionate Commendation of the Place, he 
fell in a little with his Humour, hoping by that inſenſibly to draw his 
real Thoughts more freely from him; and taking him in his Arms, and 
embracing him with an affectionate Tenderneſs, You have, ſays he, 
my dear Pyrocles, ſo well and attfully defended the Effects of Soli- 
tude, that even I ſhould become a Votary to it, did not the very Ar- 
guments you ſo agreeably make uſe of, convince me that the Plea- 
ſures of your Converſation cannot be equalld by any Joys Retirement 
can yield; and continu'd he, ſmiling, you ſhalt have my free Leave 
to harangue as long as you pleaſe upon the Pleaſures of a retir'd Life, 
provided you confine yourſelf to the Theory only: As to the Charms 
of this Country, I confeſs I am greatly at a Loſs to find out ſuch ex- 
cellive ones as you would point out to me: It certainly is not unplea- 
fant; and the agreeable Entertainment we have met with, has help'd to 
make us fonder of it; but yet, if you was return'd to Macedon, I 
dare venture to affirm, that you would either allow that there were 
many Paradices, or elſe that this Place could not juſtly command that 
Title; though poſſibly in thoſe vaſt Encomiums you have beſtow d 
upon it, you rather mean to make conſpicuous the Fruitfulneſs of your 
Imagination, than the real Beauty of the Place; for in my Opinion, 


even Tempe, in my Theſſalia, where you and I were (to my eternal 3 
Happineſs) bred up together, is in no manner leſs indebted to Nature's | 
Bounty: But tis not to be doubted, that you ſometimes nurſe and 
feed that ſolitary Humour of your's by converſing with the Writings of 


—— 


= 


— «ug — 


44 Sr Philip Sidney ARCADIA, 


the Poets; whoſe liberal Pens, and more liberal Inventions, can make 4 


Mountain of every little Piece of riſing Ground; though ſometimes, like 
unskilful Muſicians, they wind up every Note to its higheſt Pitch, till at 
length they over-reach the Compaſs, and crack the Strings; eſpecially 
when the Fancy takes one of thoſe Mind - infected People, who make up 


the moſt abſurd Part of the Creation, and are by thoſe whimſical Wri- 


ters 'term'd Lovers. Pyrocles Heart ſoon took the Alarm of that Word, 
and was as ſenſibly affected with ir, as a poor Wretch that's ſick of a 


Tarantula, is touch'd with the right Sound of Muſick ; his every 


Nerve ſpoke the Effect it had on him, and ſeem d to tremble for the 
Conſequence: But recovering himſelf as well as he was able, and 
with a guilty Look, half caſting his Eyes on Muſidorus; And ſuppoſe, 


cry d he, my deareſt Couſin, I ſhould not be ſo much of the Deſcriber, 
as of the miſerable Thing deſcrib'd, which you juſt now mention d? 


The eternal Powers forbid, haſtily interrupted Muſidorus; let me never 
live to ſee you ſubje& to any mean or baſe Affection; and O!] may 
the Almighty Powers ever protect my Pyrocles from Here his 
Speech was interrupted by the Appearance of Kalander, who was 
come to requeſt their Companies to the Hunting of a Stag, that was 
harbourd in a Wood hard by; which he ſaid might. probably give 


them a pleaſant Courſe, and in ſome Meaſure amuſe Daiphantuss Me- 
lancholly. They readily conſented to the Propoſal ; and returning to 


their Apartments, they chang'd their Cloaths, and addreſs'd themſelves 
to the Courſe ; but firſt Daiphantus wrote a little Note, and ſealing it 


up, left it in his Study. 


As ar were riding, the good old Kalander would ſtill be entertain- 
ing them, with reciting how fond he in his Youth was of that Diver- 
ſion; how much he preferr d it to any other Amuſement, the Exerciſe of 
it having greatly help'd to bring him to thoſe Years he was arriv'd at; 
and which, ſaid he, you young ones will never reach, unleſs you keep 
your Bodies in Breath with Action, and ſupport your Hearts with 
Chearfulneſs; too much Thought waſtes and conſumes the Spirits; and 
if we keep the Mind too much employ d, it generally makes the Body 


grow unactive, and incapacitates it to perform the Purpoſes of the 


Soul's Meditation: When T was young, the Sun could not prevent my 
early riſing; nor the pale Moon, with her Attendant ſable Night, diſ- 
courage me from watching the Hour of the Deer's Feeding. Then he 
fell into obſerving how much Arcadia was chang'd ſince his Remem- 
brance; and as old Men generally are fond of the Time they flouriſh'd 
in, greatly prais'd thoſe Virtues which he thought ſhone more conſpi- 
cuouſly in his Days; telling them Stories of what remarkable Occur- 
rences had happen d to himſelf and Companions ; but with more Bre- 


vity than is uſual to Age in thoſe Sort of Converſations, Men in Years 


being generally apt to ſpin out the Circumſtances of a Relation, and 


tire the Hearers with numerous Repetitions. When they had reach d the 
| Con- 


2 
W 


BE? 
7 2 * 
. * OS 
* 
r 
1 
1 
* ” 4 4 
in bt = 
a 
oo yy 2 
1 
3 
1 
2 
Wy 7 
1 
#42 < . 
"IIS 
77 
. IS 3, 
LS N 
. wo 
n 
A 2 
fo " 
Nl 2 
3 
. 
ERA 
OC 
LEW 
Dp 
DES 
WE - 
4% 8 ** 
„ 
e 
„ 
n 
„ 
i 
8 
. 
1 
© 25 
* Wo x. 
Eo. 
+ ni gd 
2% > 2577 
WE. 
8 
" 
„ 
2 % 
-: 389 
WE. 
n 
=" 5 46M . 
7: 
+ 2 a 
i 
EN 
* 
4-38 2 
„ 
We” 
_—_ 
22% 
_ 
3 
3 
. 
n 
3 
= 
4, "LON 
2 7 
3 
1 
r 
£ 1 
3 
Pa 
N 2 
3 
2 
8 
n 
e 
1 
1 
3 
2 
HY 
RR 
N 
r 
"SE; 
et 
n 
BE 
x 
LOS: 
WE ar 
I 
bo, 
Dy „ 
1 
* 2 
Ms 
q $ 
1 
1 
ts 
1 
I 
We” IJ 
GAs 
IS 
Ra - 
= 
" 
3 
wy 5 
2 2 
2 
3 
- 7 
* wee 
þ IR 
| IR 
1 
3 
Wh \ 
= 
En” 
\* 
2 
22 
. 
"IM 
4 TUG 
"A 
wr. 
3 
Ic ry 
7 
bl 
= 
7 
- 


Moderniz'd by Mri.S TANLEY. 45 


Confines of the Wood, the Hounds were ready in Couples waiting 
their Coming; moſt of them might, by their Marks, be diſtinguiſh'd 
to come of one Breed ; the Huntſmen were habited all in Green, with 
Staves in their Hands, unjuſtly to revenge the Hounds Default upon the 
harmleſs Earth, and Horns tied round their Necks, to ſound the Alarm 
upon a ſilly Fugitive : The Hounds were ſtraight uncoupled, as glad 
of a Releaſe, as is the unhappy Pair that Tong has ſtruggled in Wed- 
locks ſtronger and more galling Chains: The wretched Stagg, the ſin- 
gled Victim of their Pleaſures, ſoon took the Alarm; and judg d it bet- 
ter to depend upon the Swiftneſs of his Feet, than truſt to the ſlight 

Fortification of his Lodging; but even they betray'd him, for every 
Step he took they left behind him a Scent to guide the Enemies Pur- 
ſuit, who ſoon took the Advantage; the Cry being compos'd of ſuch 
well-ſorted Mouths, that any one might obſerve a kind of Regularity in 
it; but the Skilfull in that Sport found a perfect Harmony, equal, in 
their Tafte, to the fineſt Muſick. The Horſemens Opinions would have 
carried them ſeveral Ways, but that the Huntſman's Voice and Horn 
kept them till together; even the cruel Wood ſeem'd to conſpire againft 
its own Inhabitant, by diſperſing the Noiſe of his Purſuers; and tlie 
Nymph Eccho, left to bewail the Loſs of her Narciſſus, and with the 
Sport, beguiled in ſome degree the Memory of her Woe: At length 
the Stagg was ſo hotly purſued, he was oblig'd to quit his Flight, and 
making Courage of Deſpair, turn'd at the Hounds, who ſoon with 


Change of Cry proclaim'd he was at Bay. 


| Kalanaer being vers'd in Coaſting the Country, was among the firſt 
that came into rhe beſieg d Deer, and with a Croſs-bow ſent a Death 
to the poor Creature, whoſe trickling Tears beſpoke the Agonies ſhe 
ſuffer d from humane Cruelty, and ſhew'd that Innocence itſelf is no 
Security againſt its barbarous Ravages. Soon as the Company were 
all aſſembled, they miſs'd Daiphantus, and enquiring of each other, 
one of them ſaid, he fancied he was return d Home; for that at the 
Height of the Sport he obſery'd him take a By-path, which he belicy'd 
led to Kalander's, This Anſwer ſatisfied for the Time; and having per- 
formd the Dcer's Obſequies, and the Hounds Triumph, they return'd. 
By the Way, their Talk turn'd wholly on their late Diverſion; ſome 
praiſing the Fatneſs of the Deer; others commending the Fairneſs of 
his Head; one ſetting forth the Cunning of the Hounds; another, 
pleaſed with their exceeding Swiftneſs; a third, admiring the Muſick 
of their Cry; and in ſhort, each one deſcribing their ſeparate Plea- 
fures, till they reach'd the Houſe ; which was about the Hour in which 
the Candles take upon them the Office of the Sun. The Moment 
 Palladius was alighted, he asked for his Daiphantus ; and was ſtruck 
with the unwelcome Anſwer, That he had not been ſeen ſince they 
went out together: Immediately there were Meſſengers diſpatch'd in 
ſearch of him; and two or three Days being paſt without Succeſs, they 
| - return d. 
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; returri'd. Palladius being almoſt beyond his Senſes with Doubts and 
Fears, till at laſt, by Accident, going into Daiphantuss Study, he 


found the Letter be had wrote juſt before he went a Hunting, directed 
to himſelf, and containing the following Words: 

* N Othing but the moſt violent and unbounded Paſſion cou d cer 
q have hurried me to act contrary to your Knowledge and Ad- 
te vice; but ſo arbitrary is the Government of almighty Love, it forces 
© me to violate even the Laws of Friendſhip, (which late I thought the 
e moſt binding ones on Earth,) and ſtand convinced of its more pow- 
ce erful Sway; though all its Efforts could not have made me conceal 


e from you my Purpoſes, but that they were inevitable, and the Know- 
& ledge of them would {till have more afflicted you, and conſequently 


added to the Burthen of my Ills: Return, my dear Palladius, alone 


eto your Theſſalia, as full of Happineſs as I am of Deſire; if Life and 
* Love permit, I ſoon ſhall follow; if not, forgive my Crime to Friend- 


© ſhip, ſince nothing but the moſt irreſiſtable Neceſſity could have ſuſ- 


< pended mine to you, or triumph d Oer 


The Loff 8 


Theſe were all the Contents of the Letter; which Palladius read two 
or three times over. It exceedingly ſhock'd him, and he ſtood for ſome 
Time Motionleſs; at length he cry'd, O Pyrocles / what means this 
Change? What have I done, or how have I deſery'd this Coldneſs, 
that thou ſhouldeſt exclude me from thy Counſels? In vain have J be- 
fore accus d the Seas, explor'd the Pyrates, and rav'd at cruel Fortune, 


ſince even you conſpire to rob me of yourſelf, and finiſh the moſt con- 


ſummate Miſery Fate could impoſe upon me. After this little Excla- 
mation, which the Violence of his Grief fore d from him, he began to 
try if he could, with any Probability, conjecture, what Method, and 
what Purpoſe, Pyrocles had reſoly'd ; he knew Love was the Motive, 
That he was aſſur'd of by his own Words; but from whom or whence 
that Love proceeded, he was wholly at a Loſs to gueſs: Sometimes he 
thought ſome Beauty of Laconia had fir d his Heart; and then again 


he fear'd Parthenia's Charms had triumph'd o'er his once glorious Re- 


ſolutions; but the more he thought, the more confuſed were his Re- 


flections, whole Armies of Objections riſing againſt any receiy d Opi- 


nion, and he could only be confirm d in Doubts. 


At length he determin'd to go in ſearch of him; and cither by find- 
ing him, meet with the Truth of his unhappy Story, or by Death end 
the terrible Suſpence he labour'd under : His Tenderneſs being no whit 
abated by Pyrocles Unkindneſs ; and being willing to keep the Raſh- 


| neſs of his Friend a Secret 1 any other's Knowledge, and more 


tho- 
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thoroughly to avoid Suſpicion; he went to Kalander, and told him he 
had receiv'd a Meſſage from his Friend, which inform'd him, that he 
was return d into Laconia, about ſome Affairs of great Importance to 
the poor People, whoſe Cauſe he had undertaken; that it was highly 
neceſſary for him to follow, but in the moſt private Manner that could 
be devis d; and therefore begg d him to forgive the Abruptneſs of his 
Departure, and reſt aſſur d, that he ſhould ſoon ſee or hear from them; 
and arming himſelf all in Black, as a Signification of his inward Me- 
lancholy, he took his Leave; but firſt ſupplied himſelf with a ſufficient 
Sum of Money, and a few of the choiceſt of his Jewels, leaving the 
reſt with Kalander, in ſome Meaſure to confirm the Belief of his Re- 
turn, but more with a View to recompence him for the Charge and 
Trouble they had given him, which he well knew his generous Temper 
would no otherways receive. The good old Man was griev'd at the 
Departure of his Gueſts, for whom he had conceivd fo ſtrong a 

Friendſhip ; but having neither Hope, nor Reaſon, to back his Deſire 
of their Stay, he took the Things, with an Intention to guard, and nor 
poſſeſs ; but told Palladius, that he had one Thing to ask of him be- 
fore they parted, which was, that he might know who they really 
were that he had had the Happineſs of entertaining? Palladius an- 
ſwer'd, That they could have no Secrets, of how great Conſequence 
ſoever, but ſuch a Friend as he had prov'd himſelf muſt be worthy 
of the Knowledge; and that he ſhould certainly be gratified in the En- 
quiry as ſoon as he could ſpeak with Daiphantus, who he did not doubt 
would agree to it, but that his Honour ſtood engag'd, without his Con- 
ſent, never to reveal the leaſt of their Affairs; but ſo far bid him be 
aſſurd, that if they liv'd, a ſhort time would fot him know, that Daz- 
phantus and Palladins had both the Will, and in ſome Degree the Pow- 
er, to recompence the noble Generoſity he had beſtow'd upon them. 
Upon that, Kalander ceas d to preſs him further; but begg'd he might 
have leave to go, or at leaſt ſend his Son and Servants along with him: 
But Palladins broke off all Ceremonies, by telling him, That as the 
Caſe ſtood, his greateſt Compliment would be, in taking the leaſt No. 
tice that was poſlible of his going. 

After this Aſſurance, Kalander ceas d to urge him further: But Ci 
tiphon, impatient of Daiphantus Abſence, whom juſtly he eſteem'd his 
Life's Preferver, was fo earneſt to go to him, that Paladins could not 
refuſe his Importunity ; and unattended they privately went forth to- 
gether, leaving Kalander inceſſantly to lament the Loſs of their deſire- 
able Converſation. Although Palladius had a Companion, who at 
all other Times was perfectly agreeable to him, yet now he almoſt en- 
tirely neglected him to converſe with his own Griefs ; and in a muſing 
Manner they rode directly to Mantina. Parthenia being! in that Place, 
he thought it poſſible it might conceal Daiphantus: But not hearing 


any thing of him there, — went on to Tegea, Ripa, Stimphalus, 
Eniſpa, 
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Eniſpa, and Phineas, the Place famous for the poiſonous Stygian Lake; 
and in ſhort, thoughout all Arcadia; making their Eyes, their Ears, 
and Tongues, ſerve for few other Purpoſes than that Enquiry ; but 
they could not be ſatisfied, except that in any of thoſe Places he had 
not been heard of: Thus they went on, not knowing what certain 
Road to take, meeting by the Way with many ſtrange Adventures; bur 
10 one, for the Oddneſs of it, which I can't omit. As they were paſſing 
| 0 | along a pleaſant Valley, on either Side of which the Hills high lift. 

| 

| 

| 


ed up their beetle Brows, as if they meant to o erlook the Pleaſant- 1 
neſs of the Under - Proſpect, they were tempted by the Agreeableneſs Eo 
10 | of the Place, and their own Wearineſs, to alight; and- pulling the Bits - 
11 | out of their Horſes Mouths, they ſuffer'd them to relieve their Hun- L 
| ger with the green Clover, which grew in Plenty under the fine ſha- 7 
. | dowy Trees: Themſelyes they laid down cloſe by the murmuring Mu- 1 
| 0 ll - ſick of certain Falls of Waters, which ran bubbling down the Surface 
10 | of the Hills, and in the Bottom of the Valley, made, by the Com- 
li | bination of ſeveral Springs, a pretty little Brook. When they had a. 
| | while refreſh'd themſelves with the ſweet Dew of balmy Sleep, they — 
| | | roſe, and invited by the charming Situation of the Place, walked on: 3 
| 1 They had meaſur d but little Ground e er Clitiphon eſpied a Piece of E 
I! | Armour, and near that another; this gave him Curioſity to ſearch for 
00 | | more, 'rill at length he found a compleat Set, with Head- piece and 
10 Shield, and by the Device, ſtraight knew it belong'd to his Couſin the 
hl | | brave Amphialus | - whereupon, fearing ſome Inconvenience had hap- 
lll pen'd to him, he told his Fears, and the Occaſion of them to Pala. 
dins, who thought it proper to make what convenient Speed they could 
to follow on, leſt the noble Owner of thoſe Tropes of Honour, 
whom Fame had ſet far above all Fear, ſhould by ſome Stratagem be 
reduced to want Aſſiſtance. He long had had an inward Deſire of 
meeting with that famous Knight ; and taking up his Armour, begg'd 
Clitiphon to help him pur it on, in hopes that that Appearance would 
help him to know ſomething of Amphialus, and yet not hinder his 
Purſuit of Daiphantus ; full of theſe Thoughts he haſtily put it on, 
100 and found it all compleat, but ſomething too big for him, and hack d 
Will in ſeveral Places, as if it had been lately us'd in a fierce Engagement: 
100 But making a Shift with it as well as they could, they mounted their 
(HAR Horſes, and had not gone twenty Paces c'er they reach'd the Mouth of 
1000 the Valley, which open'd into a fair Field; they had not compaſs d much 
10 of it, when they met a Mourning Coach drawn with fix Milk-white 
10 Horſes, with black Harneſs; a Black- a- moor Boy guided each of them, 
dreſs'd in white; the Coach was black, with four white T oſſels hang- 
ing at cach Corner; upon the Doors was emboſs'd in Silver, a weep- 
ing Maid, ſurrounded with little fluttering Cupids, who with one Hand 
= bent their Bows and aim'd their Arrows directly at her Heart, and 
with the other dried up the big Drops that cours'd each other down her 


. 3 beauteous Checks; the Motto, Love both deſtroys and ſaves. They 
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were much ſurpriz d at this odd Appearance; but before they could 
come near enough to obſerve who was in the Inſide of this whimſical 
Equipage, there came, with full Career, upon them about a Dozen 
Horſemen; who cry d, that they ſhould yield themſelves Priſoners, or 
give their Lives to anſwer the Refuſal. Paladins, not us'd to take 
ſuch rough, unmanner'd Uſage, or give up the Poſſeſſion of himſelf with- 
out a better Title, drew his Sword, and gave them ſuch an abrupt An- 
ſwer, as quite diſabled ſome of them from making a Reply ; and being 
back d by Clitiphon, and excellently well mounted, he warded againſt 
Tome, and made others taſte the Sharpneſs of his Rapier's Point, till at 
length he had more than deſtroy'd the Odds that threaten'd him; and ap- 
proaching the Coach, aſſur d the little black Directors (who with Fear were 
almoſt paſt Apprehenſion) that they ſhould ſuſtain no Miſchief, When he 
was come cloſe to the Side of it, he ſaw fitting in one End a Lady, with 
the moſt beautiful, but dejected Countenance he e er beheld ; oppoſite to 
her fat two others, who by their Appearance ſeem d to be Attendants; 
and, as if their very Souls anſwer'd to that Office, the Tears ſtood rea- 
dy to wait their Lady's Griefs ; between them, fronting the fair Mour- 
ner, they held the Portraiture of a beauteous Youth; her Eyes and 
whole Attention were ſo fix d upon the Piece, that ſhe ne'er heard the 
Buſtle that had been made; but Palladius Shadow coming upon the 
Picture, and a little interrupting the Sight of it, ſhe lifted up her Eyes, 
and ſeeing Palladius Armour, with which ſhe was but roo well ac- 
quainted, her beating Heart ſoon took the Alarm, and briskly ſent the 
Blood up to her Cheeks, to welcome the Lord of her Deſires : But 
Fear, Hope's Oppoſite, ſoon gave it a Repulſe; and like the unhappy 
Wretch that's ſummon'd to anſwer for his Life, though conſcious of 
his Innocence, yet doubtful how far the Judge's Partiality may prevail, 
alternate Paſſions ſeize him; ſo her throbbing Pulſe proclaim d the 
doubtful Anguiſh ſhe endur d: Ar length her Speech broke Way, and 
with a Look of Terror, My Lord Amphialus, ſays ſhe, it is enough! 
ceaſe to torment a hapleſs Maid, whom Love and you have long ſince 
render d compleatly wretched; tis time, tis more than time, my Tor- 
ments and your Cruelties ſhould meet an End: If you are not of that 
Opinion, grant me this laſt Requeſt, compleat the one, and gratify 
the other; and Oh! do not refuſe at once the ending all my Miſeries, 
which are too great for Nature to ſupport. Here her Sorrows grew too 
big for further Utterance; but with a Flood of Tears ſhe finiſh'd her 
Complaint. Palladius was too ſenſibly affected with her Sorrows, to 
keep her longer in an Error; and pulling off his Helmet, Madam, fays 
he, if a Stranger may preſume to ſpeak, let me intreat you to miti- 
gate your Griefs: I find that you miſtake me for ſome happier Man 
J am perfectly a Stranger in theſe Parts, ſet upon, withour any known 
Offence on my Side, by ſome of your Retinue; and being oblig'd in 
my moſt juſt Defence to uſe them more roughly than willingly I would 
have done, I am come to excuſe the inevitable Crime, and crave a Pars 

| O dies 
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don for a Rudeneſs the Laws of \Selfadefence oblig tl me no commit; 
and now I have been honour'd with Meing you, I doubly grieve at the 
accidental Evil. When the ſaw his Face, and heard what he had ſaid, 
ſhe look d out of the Coach, and ſaw her Men, ſome flain, others 
ſtruggling under their dead Horſes, and ſtriving to necover Life, which 
was juſt leaving thom; but without fhewing any Regret for the Slaugh- 
ter, ſhe cry'd out, O! juſt Reward for thoſe ſacriligeous Wretches, that 


dard to lift a Hand againſt that Appearance: But Sir, ſays the, will 


you gratify me fo far, as to let me know how you came by that Ar- 
mour? For if you purchas'd it by the Death of him that own'd it, I 
have more to ſay to you. Palladius aſſur d her he did not; and told 
her exactly how he found it. I believe you, anſwer'd the, this Ac- 
count agrees with the late Manner he has us'd; bur ſince (moſt 


noble Knight) your Valour has robb'd me of my Attendants, let 


your Good-Nature do me ſo much Recompence as to guard me to the 


next Town. Whatever preſſing Buſincſs I may be engag'd in, reply d 
he, yet certainly that is an Honour I cannot reſiſt : Bur firſt, I conjure 


you, by the Regards you owe the Owner of this Armour, to truſt 
me with your Story, left that hereafter, when Reflection ſhall repre- 
ſent to my Memory the Image of your beauteous Form, cloathd in 


this deep Diſtreſs, I blame myſelf for want of Curioſity in not en- 


quiring into it; and be aſſur'd, that if my Sword, my Faith, or Life, 
can be of Service to you, you may command them. You have, ſaid 
ſhe, conjur'd me by fo dear a Name, I have not che Power to refuſe; 
and that ſhall prevail upon me to gratify your Requelt, withouc the 
leaſt Gleam of Hope that I may be relicy'd by ir, there being but one 
on Earth that has the Power of giving me a Moment's Eaſe; and to 
{ſpeak the Truth, it would be an aſtected Niceneſs in me to conceal that 
from you, who have the Appearance of ſuperior Merit, which I am of- 
ten glad to reveal even to Things inanimate : Know then, moſt wor- 
thy Knight, my Name is Helen, by Birth a Queen, and in Poſſeſſion of 
the Crown of Corinth, and happy in my Peoples Love, even to a De- 


gree uncommon, or they would not be content to bear my Abſence, and 


excuſe my Folly : My Father dying when I was but young, I was ſeat- 
ed in his Throne by general Conſent: When I was grown of Years to 
make a Choice, and indeed before I had acquir'd Judgment to deter- 
mine juſtly, my Court was throng'd with Pretenders of all Sorts ;. tis 
poſſible ſome of their Fancies were ſo ill as to approve my Perſon, but 
my Fortune undoubtedly was agreeable to all; but whatever private 
Views they had, Love and my Beauty (poor as it is) was the avow'd 
Pretence; all of my own Nation, who had Encouragement from cither 


their Brith or Merit to hope Succeſs, applied to me; and Crowds of 


Foreign Princes grac'd my Train. 


Among the Reſt, and indeed the earlieſt in his Addreſſes; was Lord 
Philoxenus, che darling Son and only Heir of the noble, brave Tims- 
theus ; 
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theus; a Man for Wiſdom, Virtue, Potyer, and Goodneſs, not to be 
equall d; the People half ador d him, ant with Juſtice was he eſteem'd 


the Glory of the Corinthian Court: The 8on, I muſt allow, was not 
unworthy ſuch a Father, and took ſuch Pains to appear conſpicuous in 
my Eyes, and gain my Love, that at length he grew not wholly diſa- 
greeable to me, and T began to allow him a more favourable Recep- 
tion than any of the Reſt that paid me their Regards, but fur from giv- 


1 | ing him a Place in my Affection; my fatal Hour of Love and Ruin ( in- 

11 ſeparable Companions) was not yet arriv d, and being born to rule, I 

1 / | ſeorn'd ro pay Submiſſion to ds and therefore eyaded all Overtures of 
5 Marriage. | | 


But while Philoxenus was eagerly purſuing, and by all Methods 

_ courting my Eſteem, deluded by flattering Hope that he ſhould be fuc- 
ceſsful, becauſe Juſtice oblig d me to own he had ſuperior Merit; one 
time, unhappily for both of us, he brought with him to Court a dar- 
ling Friend of his. Wich that ſhe caſt her Eyes upon the Picture held 
before her, and ſigh'd as if her Heart would burſt ; but ſoon a Shower 
of Tears allay d the Storm; her every Senſe was fix d on the dear Ob- 
je, and left her not the Power of finiſhing the Relation. Palladius 
Compaſſion was greatly rais d to ſee ſo beautiful a Creature (whom by 
Fame he long had known and honour'd) fo drown'd in Sorrows ; and 
a little to divert the Anguiſh, begg d of her to give a Trace to Grief 
till ſhe could finiſh the Narration. Why, anſwer'd ſhe, looking 
wildly at him, This is the Picture of Amplialus; what needs there 


4 more? What Wretch is there fo barbarouſly bred that hath not heard 
E | of that dear Name? Who is it that delights in Chivalry, and follows 
6 | Deeds of Arms, but every where finds Monuments of my Amphialus? 
az He is the Pattern and Perfection of all God-like Virtues, and none 


cer yet was half fo valiant, liberal, courteous, meek, and juſt, nor 
ever will, unleſs by his Example: Oh Amphialus] cry d ſhe in a vio- 
lent Agitation, would thou were't not To truly excellent, or J had not a 
Power of diſtinguiſhing ; and yet they are both impious Wiſhes ! Here 
a Tortent of Teats ſtopt her Speech. But Palladius again ſolliciting 
her ro conclude her Stoty : If you would be comply'd with, anſwer'd 
ſhe, I muſt repeat that of Amphialus, for in him is center d all that con- 
cerns my Being: Know then, this Knight, the Portraiture of whoſe 
Perſon is before you, but whoſe Mind is not to be repreſented but by 
the Shape of all conſummate Virtue, is Brother's Son to old Baſilius, 
King of Arradia, and in his Childhood eſteem'd his Heir; but Baſilius, 
in his Dotage I may call it, fell in Love, and married a 566 young Crea- 
ture, by whom he had thoſe two Daughters, ſo fam d for the Perfection 
of all Beauty; they put their young Couſin quite beyond the Ex- 
pectation he had been bred in; whereupon his Mother, who was 
Daughter to the King of Argos, and a Woman of a haughty Spirit, ei- 
ther fearing his Safery, or elſe diſdaining he ſhould longer grace Bl 
lins 
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tins Court, ſent him to Lord Timotheus (between whom, and her dead 
Husband, there had paſs'd ſtrict Bonds of mutual F is to be 
educated with his Son Philoxenus. 


Happy was this Reſolution for Amphialus, who by this Means had 
all the Improvements in his Education his noble Nature merited; and 
which, had he ſtay'd at Home, tis thought his Mother (far unworthy 
to poſſeſs ſo bright a Jewel) would have denied him. The good 71. 
20theus equall d him in Affection to his own Son; they grew together, 
and the Friendſhips of their Parents deſcended between them: But ſoon 
Occaſions offer'd to try Amphialus Worth, tho' each Difficulty ſery'd 
as a Step for him to climb to Fame; nothing could withſtand his Va- 
lour, and yet ſo ſoft and gentle was his Nature, that he was juſtly 
ſtiled the Centre of Meekneſs and Civility : Endleſs would it be for me 
to relate the many terrible Adventures he encounter'd and overcame, 
ſometimes by Force, ſometimes by Stratagem ; but never going beyond 
the Limits of ſeyereſt Juſtice to attain any End. Phzyloxenus followed 
and imitated his Perfections, and being bred together, their Friendſhips 
grew inviolable ; at length Philoxenus (urg d on, I think, by his and 
my evil Genius) determin'd to employ Amphialus Oratory to plead his 
Paſſion, and urge his unlucky Love to me, and for that Purpoſe broughr 
him to my Court; and indeed he did him Juſtice, he leaving nothing 
unſaid in favour of his Friend that his Wit could urge, and which was 
able to extend itſelf as far as Reaſon's Limits; every Word he utter d, 
was in praiſe of Phzloxenus, and how great a Happineſs I ſhould enjoy 
in making him my Husband; with many other Arguments that have 
ſlipt my Memory : But this I too well know, that every Thing he 
urg d in favour of his Friend, turn'd on himſelf; and to be brief, while 
he was trying to gain me for his Friend, he won me for himſelf: Hard 
Fate! that what he thought of ſo mh Value for his Friend, himſelf 
ſhould eſteem trifling ! His Wit, his Humour, Beauty, and Addreſs, 
had charm'd my Mind, and T had given him the Poſſeſſion of my 
Heart before he deign'd to ſue for it: Oh! how my Soul did hang 
upon the melting Sounds he utter d, when he would tenderly deſcribe 
the Paſſion of his Friend, and with melting Eloquence enforce my Pi- 
'ty! How much I thought the Sound of Love became that Mouth ; 
and flattering Hope perſwaded me, that he who was ſo nearly rouch'd 
with his Friend's Paſſion, would not be quite inſenſible to the more 
raging One he had inſpir d: But whether am J hurried! how forcible is 
Love? And how has that fond Paſſion inſpir'd a Maid, once cold as 
Veſtal Virgins, not only to avow the deſperate Flame, but glory in the 
dear bewitching Ruin? But to my Story: 


Many Days paſt, and each of them more and more confirm'd my 
Love; at length, by way of Converſation, I ask d his Picture, which 


his good Manners — little ſuſpecting the Value T ſet upon it; but 
had 


" "x 4 % * '7 2 y- 1 
r D - 7 > * eb" oY} o _ ö . Ch 1 2 * 4 
. 33 . n 8 UTE TOSS A b 5 :; 2 = 
n 77SEC PAN oy EE !. OS doo hy r ES De oC f . J TTT Y r DOA 2 2 . 
ES 8 . Se og FTT . J. DU Pn TOE DCIS, RAE Ie a Toh OS EONS N 1 n Eh ny is Pie oe ge WD 

. 22 i oe es KS 5 . 22 N 8 8 3 8 e 7 S n 2 - "> l 
3 LEE 8 R A VVV 8 

"2 25 2 EY \ 4 

; $ 8 


Maoderniz'd by Mrr. STANLEY. 53 


had he known ir, he need not ſurely have denied it me, ſince tis the 
only Part of him, I fear, I ever ſhall poſſeſs; at laſt grown deſperate 
and raging with the hidden Flame, I was determin'd to diſcover it, and 
know my Doom: But Oh! with what a Look of Terror he receiv'd 
the Declaration; the Impreſſion of it will ever remain upon my Fancy; 
Anger, Compaſſion, Pity and Diſdain were all united in him; his glow- 
ing Cheeks taught mine to bluſh, and ſhew that Shame they ought be- 
fore to have expreſs'd: He try'd with all his Art to evade my Paſſion 
from him, and point it to his Friend ; and in the gentleſt Manner he 
was able, refus d my Love, and gave it over to its greateſt Enemy, De- 
ſpair : But when he found his Preſence argued for himſclf, more than his | 
Words perſwaded for his Friend, he determin'd to remove it, and left 
my Court; hoping Forgetfulneſs, the general Attendant upon Abſence, 
would pave a Way to his Friend's Happineſs, to whom he had not re- 
veald the Cauſe of his Departure; perhaps out of a tender Fear to 
grieve him, or poſſibly out of a generous Gratitude to me, whom 
though he has no regard for, yet his compaſſionate Temper diſdain'd 
to betray my Weakneſs; howe'er it was, he purpos'd to ſpend his 
Time in Forcign Courts, until his Friend's unhappy Paſſion ſhould either 
ccaſe or be prevailing. Soon after Philoxenus came to ſee how far 
Amphialus had ſucceeded for him, little imagining he had ſupplanted 
the ſmall Regard I once expreſs'd for him; and coming into my Apart- 
ment, he found me ſitting (careleſs who knew whar I had not the Pow- 
er of concealing) eagerly looking upon this Picture; with what Affec- 
tion in my Eyes I know not, but ſure my Heart was wondrous full of 
it: Upon the Sight, Diſdain, Deſpair, and Jealouſy, at once poſſeſs d 
him; and I, who look'd upon him as the Preventer of my Happineſs, 
took great Delight to give him Pain: When he, with Horror in his Looks 
and faltering Speech, beſpoke my Pity, and urg d his il-rim'd Love. I 
anſwer d, I ſhould with Pleaſure hear him, if he would plead as ſtrong- 


ly for Amphialus, as he had done for him; ſtruck with this Speech, he 


made me no Reply, but all pale and trembling haſted from my Pre- 
ſence: The Moment he was gone, my Mind was ſeiz'd with dire Pre- 
ſages of his Purpoſes ; and though I had Authority ſufficient to have 
ſtaid him, yet had I not the Power of uſing it; and indeed it often 
happens that ſecond Cauſes unknowingly perform the Work of Provi- 
dence, and we are blindly made the Inſtruments of our own Ruin. 
This ſeems to have been my Caſe; for though I could with Eaſe have 
prevented, or at leaſt poſtponed the Evil which I now lament, and 
ever muſt while I have Breath to do it; yet I took no other Method, 
bur ſending a Servant after him, whom J could confide in, to obſerve 
his Ways, and bring me Word of his Proceedings. 


He had ſcarce trayell'd a Day's Journey beyond my Territories, e er, 
near this Place, he overtook Amphialus, where he had been detain'd 
by protecting a Lady in Diſtreſs : He call'd to him, and with a me- 

| | * | nacing 


ma nt 
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nacing Countenance bid him ſtand upon his Guard, for that this World 
ſhould not ſupport them both. Vou may eaſily imagine the Surptize 
Ampbialus was in at this Language of his Friend, not being conſeious 
that he had Cer tranſgreſs d the ſtricteſt Rules of Friendſhip; and go- 


ing back, he fain would have had him ſpoke the Charge he had to 


lay againſt him; but the more he retreated, the more eagerly the other 
follow d, calling him Traytor, Coward, baſe Betrayer. No, Philoxe- 
nus, anſwer'd he, T am no Traytot; and J have given ſome Proof I 
am no Coward, which you ſhould by this Time have dearly bought 


the Confirmation of, but that the tender Name of Friendſhip interfered 


and blunted my Sword Point; be ſatisfied J love you, and forbear to 
urge me beyond my Patience; J have bore enough to teſtify my Ten- 
derneſs. But Philoxenus diſdaining any Anſwer, drew his Sword, and 
gave him two or three ſuch Blows upon the Head, as would have 
ſpoil d his further arguing, but that his Helmit broke the Force. Am- 
phialus was half ſtunn'd with the Blow, and his Patience almoſt con- 
querd; but ſo far he commanded his Rage, as to ſtep aſide, and cry, 
Well, Philoxenus, this Outrage I ſhall bear; not for thy Sake, fince 
in thy Villainy thou injureſt me paſt Forgiveneſs, without ſo much as 
letting me know my Crime ; but for rhe Reverence T bear thy Father, to 
whom I owe more than a Filial Duty: Return, raſh Boy, and learn to 
conquer thy own Paſſions, which are thy greateſt Foes ; that being 
done, you will have no great Difficulty to make me yield. But the 
more calmly he argu'd, the more was Philoxenus Paſſion raiſed, and 
ruſhing furiouſly on him, Amphialus was obliged to defend himfelf; 
and with an unlucky Blow he punifh'd Philoxenus Raſhneſs, and pre- 
vented his being ever again guilty of the ſame, by laying him dead at 
his Feet. He had juſt Time, before he expir'd, to let him know I was 
the Occaſion of the Quarrel ; which, when Amphialus heard, he fell 
down upon the dead Body of his Friend in all the Agonies a Mortal 
is capable of ſhewing : But foon his Torments were augmented; for 
the aged Timotheus, having been inform'd in what a haſty and diſcon- 
tented Manner his Son had left my Court, to prevent any evil Conſe- 
quences, made what Speed his feeble Age would admit of, to follow; 


but Death had been before hand with him, and he came but time enough 


to lament the cruel Ravage it had made: Though my Heart is but a 
Stage for Tragedies, and my every Senſe has been Performers on it, yet 
am T not able juſtly to repreſent the Terror of the Meeting between 
Ampbialus and the old Timotheus; and the Knowledge T have of both 
their Tempers, makes the Reflection of it inſupportable : What deep 
Confuſion! what Shame, Amazement and Remorſe was Amphialus poſ- 
ſeſs'd of, when the good old Man, who had bred him with a Father's 


Care, came and found him the Deſtroyer of his only Son! Had it been 


poſſible for him to have pull'd Mountains on him, he readily would 


have done it, to have avoided the dreadful Interview: As for Timo- 
theus, the ſtrong Surprize to find his Son dead, and by Amphialur 
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Hand, ſo ſciz'd him, that he ſank: under the violent Perturbation; and 
only crying Amphialus! Oh A4mphiatus! have I for this and ſo ex- 
pir d. But no Language is forcible. enough to expreſs Amphialus Grief 
upon this ſad Occaſion; even Imagination would but faintly repreſent 
it; therefore my Tongue, though never mov'd. but in Complainings, 
cannot recount. it juſtly ; let it ſuffice to know my fatal Story. He 
threw away his Armour, (this very one that you have on, and which 
at firſt Sight I vaialy flatter d myſelf he had re- aſſum d) and then, as if 

aſham d the Light ſhould pierce him after the Miſchiefs he had caus d, 
he flew into the thickeſt of the Woods, bemoaning himſelf with fuck | 
direful Laments and piercing Shrieks, that my Servant which follow'd 


him, though not bred in Tenderneſs, could not refrain Tears when he 
repeated it te. me: Once he overtook him, but Amphalus turning up- 


on him, drew his Sword, which (to what Purpoſe Heaven only 
Knows) he had alone teſervd, and yow'd he would deſtroy him if he 
attempted to. obferve his Actions; and bid him tell me at his Recurn, 
that he but too well knew I was the Cauſe of all his Miſery ; and 
that if I were a Man, he would ſearch through che World to ſatiate 


his Revenge; but as it was, he bid me be affur'd, that of all earthly 


Creatures I was his worſt Averſion. And now, ſays ſhe, my Lord, 
you have heard my direful Story, and I fear your Ears are weary of 
the terrible Narration; now judge my Cauſe, if you are ſenſible of 
Love's almighty Power; compell'd by him, I leave my Friends and 
Country, and hazard my Intereſt in my People, venturing whatever 


Dangers, Perils and Diſhonours I may encounter, to follow him whoſe 


very Soul abhors me: The only Favour I deſire, is to lay my Life a 
Sacrifice at his Feet, if that may make the leaſt Attonement. And 


now, ſays ſhe, I have anſwer d your Requeſt, I beg you'll give your- 


ſelf the Pains to conduct me to the next Town, that J may there re- 
cruit that Part of my Retinue your Valour has deſtroy d. Palladius 


was very willing to accept the Honour of being her Guard; but cer 


they could get forward many Paces, Clitiphon came up to them, who 
had underſtood: by one of the Servants he had purſued, whom he be- 


long' d to; and the Reaſon: of the Violence they offer d, was to take 


Amphialus, for whom they miſtook Palladius, in purſuance to their 
Lady's Orders; for ſhe conceal d neither her Griefs, nor the e Occaſion 


of them, from any one's Knowledge. 


Clitiphon being n for the late Accident, vid che . 
they had made, came back to apologize for it to the Queen, and help 
as muclv as he was able thoſe that were hurt and wounded; when on 
a ſudden, came ruſhing in among them, a Man all arm d, with his 
Beaver down, and looking eagerly round the Company; as ſoon as 


he eſpyd Palladius, without giving him the leaſt Notice, he drew his 


Sword, and with Violence flew at him; but Palladius being ſorry for 


che Miſchiefs that had already happen d, eder to retire and ward 
himſelf 
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himſelf from the coming Blow, thinking it might be ſome one be- 


longing to the fair Queen, whoſe unhappy Caſe he greatly pity d. CA. | 


ziphon immediately ſtept between them, and demanded of the Stran- 
ger Knight the Purpoſe of his Quarrel; who anſwer'd ſturdily, That 
he would kill that Thief who had ſtolen his Maſter's Armour : Upon 
this, Palladins looking up; ſaw that the Fellow had got his own Ar- 
mour on; why truly Friend, ſays he, if I did ſteal this, you came not 
more honeſtly by that; but however, I will nor fight with you upon 
ſuch a Quarrel, you ſhall take the Armour if you have any R#ght to 
it, T only put it on to do Honour to the Owner: But Clitiphon ſtraight 
knew the Stranger by his Speech and Geſture to be 1/menns, Amphia- 
lus Page; and diſcovering himſelf to him, told him he had done 
Wrong, for that the other was a Knight who deſery'd a better Treat- 
ment. Upon this Information the young Gentleman pull'd off his Head- 


piece, and lighting, went to kiſs Palladius Hand, begging him to for- 


give his Folly, ſince ir proceeded from extream Grief, and it was com- 
mon for that to produce Outrage. Moſt worthy Youth, reply'd Pal. 
ladius, you ſhall only make me this Amends; return with this Armour 
to your Maſter, and tell him from me, who though unknown to him, 
admire his Proweſs, that he cannot more eclipſe his Glory, than by 


uſing ill ſo excellent a Princeſs as is this Queen. Iſmenus promis d he 


would do the Meſſage as ſoon as ever he durſt approach his Maſter ; 
and then went to pay his Duty to the Queen, whom Grief had made 


in all Encounters hardy; but when ſhe ſaw Iſinenus, caſting her Eyes 
upon the Picture, Look here, ſays ſhe, Iſinenus, here is the Repreſen- 


tation of my Lord and yours; but where is he? Are you come from 
him to bring a welcome Sentence of my Death ? If fo, deliver it, T am 


eager to lay down this Load of Life, and would do more if poſſible to 


obey him, Alaſs ! Madam, reply d 1/nenus, with watry Eyes, I know not 


where he is; for ſoon as the dreadful Combar was concluded between him 


and Philoxenus, and that Timotheus Death had made it a finiſh'd Slaugh- 
ter, he threw his Armour off and went away, forbidding me, on pain 


of Death, to follow him; yet ſeveral Days I mark d his Steps, and at 


laſt found him, having juſt met with a fine Spaniel belonging to the 
flain Philoxenus. The Dog ſtraight fawn'd upon him; but ſurely never 
was any thing ſo moving, 'as to hear my Maſter condemn the harmleſs 


Creature for not deſtroying his Maſter's Murtherer ; curſing his Birth, 


and wiſhing he had died cer he deſery'd that Name: Having ſpied me, 


he roſe in ſuch a Fury I thought he would have kill'd me; but at that 
time only ſaid, if T meant not quite to loſe his Favour, I muſt ne er at- 
tempt to come near him till he ſent for me. I was oblig d to ſubmit. 


to this hard Command, and left him attended only by his Dog, ſeek- 
ing out for the moſt ſolitary Retirements that any Country yields. 


Returning to the Place were I left his Armour, I found *twas gone, and 


this left in the Room of it; and thinking great diſdain that any Crea- 


ture ſhould have Poſſeſſion of my Lord's Armour, I put the other on, 
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determining to recover ir, and that was the Reaſon I ſet upon this 
worthy Knight. O] Inenus, cry d the Queen, a fitter Meſſenger thy 


Maſter could not have to finiſh his Story and my Fate: The Tragedy 
is compleat, I ſee my Ruin, and T know my End. When ſhe had ſaid 
this, with Showers of Tears and interrupting Sobs, ſhe begg'd to be 
conducted to the next Town; where being come, Palladius left her to 
the Care of Clitiphon, earneſtly entreating that he might alone purſue 
his Friend; and changing Armours with 1/menus, who went to a Ca- 
ſtle belonging to his Maſter, he continu'd his Search after Duiphantus. 


And firſt he directed his Courſe to Laconia, ſearching among the 


Helots as well as Spartans ; and there indeed he found his Fame flou- 


riſhing, his glorious Actions engraven on Marble Monuments, and 
more deeply imprinted in Mens Memories; but the univerſal Lamenting 
he there heard for his Abſence, convinc'd him he was not to be found 
in thoſe Quarters : Therefore he went from thence to the Elean Pro- 
vince, to ſee whether at the Olympian Games, which were there cele- 
brated, he might be ſo far bleſs'd as among the Numbers to find his 
Friend; but ſoon that Hope was baulk'd, and all that great Aſſembly 
and glorious Place ſeem'd to him a Deſart wild, eſteeming no one 


worth Society, ſince his Daiphantus did not grace their Sports. From 


thence he paſs'd through Achaia and Sicyonia to the Corinthians, fa- 
mous for their two Seas, hoping by tlie Streight of that 1Z#hmus, it 
might be poſſible to hear of his Paſſage : But finding every Place leſs 


anſwerable to his eager Search than other, and recollecting it was 


ſome late conceiv'd Paſſion that caus'd his Abſence, he return'd again; 
after two Months barren Travel, to make a freſh Search in Arcadia; 
and what more encourag'd his Hopes of being ſuccefsful there, was 
the Notice he had taken of Phzlocleas' Picture, which greatly reſem- 
bling the Lady he had once lovd, he thought twas poſſible the Re- 
preſentation might rouſe the ſleeping Paſſion, though transferr'd to 
another Object. Having paſs d over the greateſt Part of Arcadia, one 
Day as he was ſlowly riding by the Side of the delightful Mountain 
Menalus, his Horſe (not troubled with his Maſter's Anxiouſneſs) by 
tiring, taught him that prudent and neceſſary Stops forward a Jour- 
ney; he therefore alighted, and unbridling his Horſe, ſuffer'd him to 
refreſh and cool his Mouth upon the verdant Paſture ; and himſelf re- 
tired into a Neighbouring Thicket, to take the Sweets of ſoft Repoſe, 
with which a-while he thought to charm his Cares; and claiming the 
Protection of a ſhadowy Elm, whoſe ſpreading Branches could well 
ſecure him from the Sun's too powerful Heat, he laid him down: But 
ſcarce had cloſed his Eyes, e er he heard a Ruſtling in the Thicket, and 


ſaw the Appearance of a Lady; this rous d his Curioſity, and lifting 


himſelf gently upon his Elbow, he earneſtly obſery'd her; her Side was 
towards him, ſo that he could not perfectly ſee her Face, but by her 
Aire and Mein he gueſs'd ſhe was of more than common Quality. Part 
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of her flowing Hair in graceful Quantities hung looſely down her 

Shoulders; ſome Locks were curd with Art, others neglected, yer 

(1040 both appear'd ſo beautiful, 'twas hard ro ſay which moſt excelld ; the 

10 reſt were drawn within a golden Coronet, ſer round with Pearls and 
| | Diamonds, the Top croſs'd over with Wires of Gold, and ſtuck with 


i [8 divers colour d Feathers; the Shape was not unlike a Helmet; and as 
| 1000 | ſhe went, the Glittering of it ſeem d to rival the Sun's Beams; upon her 
| j "Bi Body ſhe wore an Azure-colour'd Sattin, cover d with Pleats of Silver, 7 
1 and faſten'd tight to her Waſte with precious Stones; the lower Part = 
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Fill | | was full, and pleated round her Waſte, but did not reach ſo low to M 
0 „„ hide the Beauties of her well: turn d Ankle, which, with the little Foot, Lo 
l : : , 8 8 4 "0 
10 was adorn'd with a ſhort Pair of Crimſon Velvet Buskings, careleſsly 1 


| to View the Whiteneſs of the Skin; over this was placed a Pink and 
Silver Mantle, made in ſuch a Manner, that coming under her Righr 
Arm, it cover'd molt of that Side, but had no Faſtening on the other; 
but only upon the Top of the Shoulder, where the two Ends met, ir 
lh | * was clos'd together with a very large Jewel; the Device whereof, as 
1 | he after ſaw, was a Hercules ſet in Little, with a Diſtaff in his Hand, 
N zãẽs once he had by Omplale Command, with a Motto in Greek to this 
li WIN Purpoſe, My Club transform d; on the ſame Side, upon her Thigh, ſhe 
0 * | wore a Sword, which witneſs d her to be an Amazon, or following 
1 8 that Profeſſion, though her bright Eyes gave Proof to the Beholders 
VNR that they commanded much ſurer Ruin. She paſs'd by Ampbialus with- 
1 WA [hk | out obſerving him; and he ſaw her enter into a cloſe Arbour, incom- 
0 0 paſs'd ſo about with ſpreading Vines, that it was inacceſſible to the L 
e moſt piercing Eye; ſhe open d a little Door, which tempted him, ſoft- E 
1100 ly as poſſible, to follow her; and liſtening, he ſoon heard her begin to 4 
ſing, with a Voice, which no leſs charm'd his Ear, than her Perſon 
| | 10 . had before his other Senſes. The Import of the Song gave him ſome 
00 po Suſpicion, but the Voice almoſt Aſſurance who was the Performer ; 
170% and therefore, thruſting open the Door, he boldly enter d, and found 
WM! it was indeed Pyrocles thus diſguis d: The Joy of finding him was over- 
N ballanc'd by the Manner; and he look d at him with as amazed a Coun- 
10%, tenance, as Apo/h is repreſented by a skilful Painter, when he ſaw 
1000 Daphne transform'd into a Lawrel; he ſtood aſtoniſſi d, not able to 
| (KAN get out a Word; ſo that Pyracles, whom Shame had as much poſſeſs d, 
1 | as Sorrow had the other, roſe and went to him; and fain would he 
10 have form d ſome reaſonable Excuſe, but conſcious Shame and Bluſhes 
interfer'd and ſtop'd his Speech: But by this Time Muſidorus had a lit- 
tle recollected his ſcatter'd Spirits, and looking at him with a dejected 
Countenance ; And is it poſſible cry'd he? Is this the fam'd Pyrocles ? 
By Nature and by Education fram'd the moſt aptly for the true Exer- 
ciſe of Virtue of any Prince the World can boaſt, or is it indeed ſome 
Amazon that hath counterfeited the outward Likeneſs of my Friend? 


For fure T ſhould have thought it much eaſier for any Face to aſſume 
another's 


Hill | | (as was the Faſhion of thoſe Times) left open in ſome Places to expoſe 4 
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another's Likeneſs; than for a Mind ſo truly excellent, as yours once 
was, to receive ſo great a Blemiſſi: Ol my moſt deat. Pyrocles, be ſe- 
parated, if poſſible, a little from yourſelf, and let your Mind impar- 
tially. obſerve your own Proceedings, then. will my Words be needleſs, 
and you prove your own Inſtructor; be Judge impartially how fit it will 
be for you, thus in your Bloom of Vouth, born to a Kingdom, your 
People's Hope, and the only Support of your aged Parent, now near 
your Native Country, which hourly laments your Abſence, thus to di- 
vert your Thoughts from Vertue's Paths, and not only waſte, but miſ- 
_ employ your Time; and which is worſt of all, ballance rhe many gal- 
lant Actions you already have perform'd, and which have fill'd the 
World with, Admiration. So the imprudent Maſter of a Veſſel, when 
near the wiſh'd-for Port, truſts to the Management of an unskilful Pilot, 
and is loſt in Sight of the deſir d Haven, Remember, for I am certain 
the Reflection is not new to you, that the reaſonable Part of our Soul 
ought to have abſolute Command ;. againſt which, if any ſenſual Weak- 
neſſes rebel, we are in Honour oblig'd to ſummon all our Reſoluti- 
on to conquer them; and how can we want Courage to reſiſt that, which 
in itſelf is ſo poor an Adverſary, that it proceeds from the utmoſt Weak- 
neſs 2 The Dictates of right Reaſon require it, and we muſt obey; to ſay 
we can't, is a Child's Exguſe ; and that we wont, fit only for a Woman: 


And do but reflect, how every way in taking this unmanly Garb upon 


you, you riſque the Ruin of your Mind; for without you let your 
Behaviour anſwer your Appearance, tis wholly vain; and you can 
never imitate that Behaviour, without your Mind is anſwerable to it; 
ſo that you muſt, reſolve (if at leaſt von would appear what you af- 

fect) to let your Heart receive whatever Follies and Imperfections 
that unreaſonable Sex is prone to: Do not deceive yourſelf, my deareſt 
Couſin, no Man was ever initiated on @ ſudden in Good or Evil, but 
reaches by Degrees to the Summit of the one or other; either as he 
ſupports himſelf up the rugged Paths of Virtue, or ſuffers himſelf to 
tread the ſlippery Ways of Vice. And let us now conſider what migh- 
ty Power is the Author of this Transformation, nothing but Love; 
which, blinded with its falſe Rays, you term Almighty; but in its 
ſelf 'tis nothing but a Paſſion, and the moſt ſordid and unprofitable 
one the Soul's poſſeſs d of: Fear employs the Wit; Anger is the very 
Nurſe of Courage; Joy opens and dilates the Heart; and though Sor- 
_ row cloſes it, yet it draws it inwards, and inclines it to correct and 


purge its ſelf, So all the reſt of them, by Reaſon's Guidance, may be 


directed to ſome Advantage; but the Baſtard Paſſion Love, (for it de- 
ſerves no better Title) as tis engender d betwixt Luſt and Idleneſs, 
ſo its inſeparable Companions are Unquietudes, empty Longings, fond 
Comforts, Hopes, Jealouſies and Fears, ungrounded Rages, and as 
mean Submiſſions ; and the higheſt End that it aſpires to, is a fancied 
Picaſure, introduced with real. Pain, and follow'd with ſevere Repen- 


tance. The endleſs Evils it runs the Poſſeſſor into, would be fit Re- 
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flections for the Subject I am upon; but would be an unnecceſſary 
Caution to you, in whom T muſt allow there is ſo thorough a Diſpo- 
ſition to Virtue, as is able to baffle all its Wiles ; yet thus much of its 
ruinous Effects is to be ſeen even in you, that beſides the Breach of 
all hoſpitable Laws with the generous Kalander, and avow'd Friend- 
ſhip with me, it ſubverts the very Courſe of Nature, making Reaſon 
ſubmit to Paſſion, and Man to Woman; and from that tis likely it 
firſt took the Name of Love: For this I muſt allow, that true Love 
hath that Excellency in its Nature, that it transforms the very Eſſence 
of the Lover into the Thing belov d, and perfectly incorporates and 
unites their Being. And herein it imitates a more commendable Sort; 
for as the Love of Heaven makes us grow heavenly; the Love of 
Virtue, virtuous; ſo the Love of the World inclines us to be covetous 
and worldly; and the effeminate Love of Woman does ſo ſoften and 
unman the Heart, that if tis yielded to, it makes us not only degene- 
rate into an Amazon, but a Knitter, a Diſtaff Spinner, or whatſoever 
trifling or mean Employment their empty Brains invent, or their weak 
Hands perform. Therefore, my dear Fyrocles, to trouble you no lon- 
ger with my tedious, but moſt affectionate Advice; if you have not 
quite buried in Oblivion the Thoughts of what you are, what you 
have been, and what of Neceſſity you muſt be; if you conſider what 
cauſes this Effect, and what kind of Creature tis moves you to it; 
you will find the Cauſe ſo trivial, and the Effect ſo dangerous, and ſo 
unworthy of you, to run into the one, or be driven by the other, that 
I don't doubt but I ſhall quickly have rather an Opportunity to com- 
mend your Reſolution, for having conquer'd this ungovernable Evil, 
than to adviſe you how to do it. | 


If Pyrocles was at the firſt Sight of Maſidorus ſtruck with Fear 
and Shame, he was now no leſs filld with Anger; but the ex- 
tream Love he had ever held for him, ſtruggling with it, he at 
laſt conquer'd it, enough to make him this Reply, in ſome Degree 
to ſatisfy him, but more to vent the Fullneſs of his own Heart: 
You complement me, Muſidorus, ſays he, with many Perfections, 
which IT fear I have no Title to; but whatever good Qualities Na- 
ture has beſtow'd upon me, or how much ſoever they have been im- 
provd by Education, it has not, I confeſs, brought me to that Pitch 
of Wiſdom as to deſpiſe that Sex which gave me Life; ſince, if T am 
poſſeſs d of ought that is deſireable, tis to them I owe it; twas by 

a Woman I came into the World, and by their tender Care was pro- 
vided for *till T was able to help myſelf; and it ſeems ſtrange to me to 
ſee Mankind ſo far degenerate from thoſe godlike Attributes, which 
they at leaſt pretend a Right to, as not to be content with making 
them (contrary to the Ordinance of Nature) Slaves to their Tyrannous 
Ambition, but like Children or Fools in Power, think they can ne'er 
enough exert their Authority, unleſs they load with Injuries the pati- 

| Sg ent 
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ent Sufferers ; whereas, indeed, the Female Kind are as capable of Go 
vernment as we, and certainly have Minds as much form d for the Exer- 
ciſe of Virtue, of which this State of Amazons (that I have the Ho- 
nour to repreſent) is a ſure Proof; for if tlie Sweetneſs of their Dif: 
poſition, 'and the DepthF of their Penetration, did not convince them, 
that thoſe Actions which we inconſiderately eſteem glorious are vain 
and fruitleſs; tis plain they neither want Courage nor Power to per- 
form them: And ſure, I think, we Men, that ſer ſo high a Value 
on ourſelves, ought to conſider from whence we proceed ; and if 
we are theſe glorious Creatures we pretend; they that produc'd us 
muſt neceſſarily have ſome Excellence: A Kite ne er yet brought forth 
a ſoaring Hawk. But I fear the Poorneſs of my Oratory will rather in- 
jure than exalt the Cauſe I would defend; and beſides, the Merits of 
that Sex are ſo conſpicuous, they ſpeak theniſelves, and need not my 
weak Defence. Let this ſuffice, they ſure are capable of Virtue, and 
that Idol you yourſelf allow is worthy Adoration where-c'er tis found; 

but this I muſt confeſs, I had rather meet it in a fair Habitation, than 
in a loathſome lazer Houſe. As to the Ineivility which I ſhew'd to 
Kalander; if you could but feel what a difturb'd and froward Gueſt I 
nurſe within my Boſom, you certainly would think I ſtood excuſeable 
for rather playing the Part of a receiving Hoſt, than conſidering the 
Ceremonies of an entertain'd Gueſt. As to the heavy Charge you lay 
againſt me, of Breach of that avow'd Friendſhip I have ever had for 


you, and which I'd fooner die than be effectually guilty ef; I certain- 


ly ſhould ſubmit to beg your Pardon for it, but that the Uſage you 
have now given me, finds me Reaſon to confirm my late Behaviour. 
Here he ſtopt a little to recover himſelf, he being tranſported with 
almoſt an unbecoming Warmth againſt Mu/idorus, for thoſe bitter In- 
vectives he had uſed againſt Womankind ; but quieting his Counte- 
nance, as well as the Diſturbance of his Mind would admit of, he pro- 
ceeded: And, I think, continued he, my deareſt Couſin, that Love 
may reaſonably charge you with Injuſtice; ſince you are not content 
to dethrone it from that high Station in the Mind, which moſt of our 
great and diſcerning Men have aſſign d it, but you degrade it below all 
other Paſſions, which undoubtedly is an illegal Charge; for whatever 
Diſgrace it juſtly can receive, is from the Company of thoſe Paſſions 
which you raſhly prefer before it. As to thoſe kind of biting Objections, 
as that Luſt, Idleneſs, and a weak Heart engenders it, they glance 
more at me than Love; and I ſtand convinc'd, from your Words, that 
T am a Maſs of Imperſections, and therefore will not attempt to vindi- 
cate myſelf: But this much give me leave to ſay, that in the Charge 
you contradict your own Arguments; for if I really am fo weak as 


you inſinuate, you could not reaſonably hope to move me (as you at- 


tempted) wich the Remembrance that T once was virtuous; or if I 
have any Share of thoſe Vertues and Perfections, which in foine Parts 


of your Speech you complement me with, then muſt you own that 
'R | Love 
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Love and Vittue is not Wholly inconſiſtent ; and certainly it is not: 
Whether I deſerve the Character or no, if Virtue is to be admir'd, it 
muſt be in a deſerving Mind, unleſs by it you mean no more than the 
bare Word. Thoſe troubleſome Effects, you ſay, it breeds, is not the 
Faults of Love, but of him that loves: Like a Veſſel that is cloſe 
ſtopt, when the Liquor grows ſpirituous it burſts : Weak Eyes are not 
able to behold the Sun, but that would be an abſurd Reaſon why we 
never ſhould admire its Beauties; even that heavenly Love which you 


approve, is attended oftentimes with Hopes and Fears, Griefs, Long- 


ings and Deſpair. Love is compoſed of two Parts ; the one, the Love 
itſelf; the other, the Excellency of the Thing loved; and 1 being too 
weak at firſt to compaſs both, have, like a skilful Artiſt, made ready 
the chief Inſtrument and firſt Part of that great Work, which is Love 
itſelf; and when J have that perfectly in my Power, tis poſſible I may 
direct it to the moſt worthy Objects: And this favourable Turn I think 
your Friendſhip may allow me. And don't imagine, my dear Muſidorus, 
that becauſe I wear the Appearance of a Woman, that J will be ar all 
the more effeminate; for be aſlur'd, that notwithſtanding this Diſ- 
guiſe, there is nothing T have more at Heart in this Enterprize, than 
to fully prove myſelf of that Kind which you eſteem the nobleſt. 


Much I could urge in Favour of myſelf, and more in the Defence of 


that Paſſion which inſpires me; innumerable Arguments might alſo be 
maintain'd for that divine Creature which firſt made me Love's Adyo- 
cate: But Diſputation is fitter for the Amuſement of undiſturb d 
Schoolmen, than my diſtracted and flutter d Brain; which is endea- 
vouring to gratify with Actions that noble Deſire which poſſeſſeth me, 
rather than by Words to prove it laudable. How ſharp and poignant 
is your Wit, cry'd Muſidorus, in your own Deſtruction? Rather, re- 
ply'd Pyrocles, how much does That, which you wrongly term Diſtruc- 
tion, enliven and inſpire my Wit? I grant it, return'd Muaſidorus, juſt 
ſo far as any mean and baſe Occupation makes a Man ſharp in that 
Practice, but ſpoils him for well-performing any other Thing. Par- 
don me, anſwer'd Pyrocles; tis rather like any excellent Art once 
thoroughly underſtood, it ſerves as a Meaſure for every other Know- 
ledge. How, cry'd Muſidorus, can that be a Meaſure for other Things, 
that never would admit any in it ſelf? It is believ'd to be without 
Meaſure, reply'd Pyrocles, becauſe the Effects of it are ſo; but in its 
own Nature it certainly has a ſtated View. If its firſt Riſe, reply'd 
Muſidorus, ſcornfully, be ſo excellent, as you would inſinuate, I would 
gladly be inform'd what is the End? Enjoyment, anſwer d Pyrocles, 
with a deep Sigh. O! fays Muſadorus, haſtily, now your own Words 
prove the Baſeneſs of it; ſince you allow it to end there, where it 
ought only to begin. You perfectly miſtake my Meaning, anſwer'd 
Pyrocles, T ſpeak of the End to which it is directed; the Pleaſure is 
not bounded but with Life. Oh my Pyrocles ! cry d Muſidorus, rouſe 


up your Reſolution, and root out this Monſter before it grow too pow- 
o 7 erful 
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erful for you. Thar would be a vain Attempt, reply'd Pyrocles, ſince 
it is ſo incorporated within my Hearr, that my viral Blood muſt follow 


the Removal. 


Muſidorus was ſo exceedingly tbuch'd to ſee his Friend ſo obſtinate- 
ly bent (as he thought) to his own, Deſtruction, that it put him into 
a violent Agitation; and with an cager Warmth, which was very un- 
uſual with him, Well, ery d he, Pyrocles, J find tis vain to argue with 
you; you are I ſee reſolyd to abuſe your Judgment, or elſe I am ſure 
you'd think it a very ſuperficial Virtue that center d in a Complexion ; 
if you would be ſincere and own the Cauſe of your Inchantment, I 
know tis Beauty; a Thing, which though you poſſeſs in as great Per- 


fection as is poſlible, yer I am certain, in yourſelf, you eſteem it no 


more than a fading Benefit Nature has beſtow'd on you, without real 
Value; and yet fo wildly do you determine, and fo inconſiſtent are 
you with truc Reaſon, that what you wiſely eſteem a Trifle in your- 


ſelf, you fooliſhly ſubmir to be a Slave to in another: For my Part, 


I have left no Arguments uneſſay d, which my Judgment could maintain, 


or my unbounded Tenderneſs for you furniſh me with; once more, let 


me conjure you by the tender Love we bear each other, if your new 
received Paſſion will ſuffer you to have any left for me; by rhe Dury 
you owe your tender Parent, if the Forgetfulneſs of yourſelf will ſuf. 
fer you to remember him; and laſtly, in pity to yourſelf, who are now 
upon the very Brink of Roi; to try at leaſt to ſhake of this poiſo- 
nous Infection, that has ſeiz d your Blood, and diſpoſſeſs'd your Soul 
of every manlike Virtue. If you are. abſtinately bent to hug the fa- 
tal Miſchief, we two muſt part, I cannot bear to be a Witneſs of the 
Ruin that is falling on you; and beſides, where Virtue is aboliſh'd, 
Friendſhip can ne er ſubſiſt. Pyrocles had been very impatient all the 
Time of this long Harangue ; but when it came to the Determination, 
and he found he was to loſe his Friend, whom more than Life he va- 
lued, it pierc'd his very Soul; and looking at him, with Eyes that 
ſpoke the Anguiſh he indur'd, Alas, cry'd he, Prince Muſidorus, how 
cruelly, and how inhumanely you deal with me! If you contend for 
a Superiority in Virtue, I own your happy Power, and ſubmit to ſtand 
your Triumph: I will allow you all the Reaſon, and own myſelf the 
very Mark of Imperfections; yet ſo deeply are they imprinted in my 
Nature, that even your Example can't be of Power ſufficient to remove 
them, no more than the Crow can be perſwaded by the white-plum'd 
Swan, to alter his ſable Feathers to her more deſireable Likeneſs : What 
would you think, my Muſidorus, of that Phyſician, that viſiting his 
Patient in a malignant Feaver, ſhould, inſtead of preſcribing healing 
Medicines, chide him for keeping the Diſtemper; and peremptorily 
order him to be ſick no more, without applying the leaſt Remedy to 
remove the Malady ; would not you account him barbarous and inhu- 


mane? Or ſuppoſe one Friend viſiting another, condemn'd to perpetual 


Bondage, 


poſit ion of Muſidorus; and a little clearing his Countenance, Well, ſaid 
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Bondage, and loaden with grievous Chains, ſhould inſiſt upon his throwing 


them off, or elſe threaten to abaridon him; would not the poor Wretch 
have Reaſon to account him an inſulting Tyrant, rather than a Friend? 
This is the Parallel of my unhappy Caſe; I am ſick paſt Hope; a Pri- 
ſoner without the leaſt Poſſibility of Freedom, but from het to whom 1 
am a Slave: Conſider theſe melancholy Circumſtances; and if Hu- 
manity will ſuffer it, leave him in this Diſtreſs who loves you more 
than Life; but let this Truth reſt in your Memory, that you deſert 


your Friend in his greateſt Exigency. N 


He was not able to utter more, but quite oppreſs d with the kil- 
ling Grief his Friend's Unkindneſs had work'd up in him, be ſunk 


ſpeechleſs on the Ground. Muſidorus was ſo moved with Tenderneſs, 
when he ſaw him fo deeply affected, that running to him, and kneel- 


ing, he took him in his Arms, and a thouſand times kiſſing his weep- 
ing Eyes, begg'd of him to forget what he had faid, or ar leaſt for- 
give it; ſince how harſh ſoc'er his Words appear'd, they proceeded 
from the ſincereſt Friendſhip that any Heart was cer poſleſs'd of; that 
he could never have believ d it poſſible the Impreſſions of Fancy could 
have taken ſo deep Root; but ſince he had found ſo fatal a Proof of it, 
he never more would attempt to diſpute its Power, but employ all his 
Art to help and gratify it. This Return of Kindneſs made his former 
Harſhneſs more affect Pyrocles, ſo that he had not the Power to anſwer; 
but look d at him with ſuch a ſpeaking Countenance, as more affected 
Muſidorus, than the moſt cutting Words. He catch'd rhe infectious 
Grief; and both of them ſtood for a conſiderable Time ſilent, with their 
Eyes fix'd upon each other, in ſuch a moving Manner, as plainly ſhew- 


ed that the Agonies of Reſentment are never ſo deeply felt, as by thoſe 


who truly love. They continued for ſome Time in this Poſture; at 
length, Muſidorus ſtrenuouſly embracing Pyroc/es ; And will you, cry'd 
he, my deareſt Friend; and can you be ſo cruel thus to fling me from 
you? No, anſwer'd Pyrocles, tis you that abandon me, as being too 


imperfect for your Regards. You now give the greateſt Proof of it, 


reply'd Muſidorus, in refuſing to receive your Friend when he ſubmits ; 
but, continued he, ſmiling, ſince you own yourſelf ſo imperfect, tis 
but reaſonable you ſhould ſubmit to be govern d by us wiſe and prudent 
People; you mult rhen give me leave to take up the Authority of a Ma- 
ſter, and to commence one, I ſhall impoſe three abſolute Commands: The 
firſt is, That you do not add to the Meaſure of your Woes, with unne- 
ceſſary Griefs : The ſecond, That you continue to adore this Idol of your 
Heart with all the Fervency you are able: The laſt, That you command 
the utmoſt of my Power, without reſerve, to help you in attaining the 
End (as you yourſelf term it) of your Deſires. Fyrocles Heart was 
not ſo wholly taken up with the two mighty Paſſions of Love and 
Grief, but that it ſubmitted to ſome little Mirth at this unexpected Im- 


he, 


nl, 


Re 
1 
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he, my dear Couſin, I find by the Matter of your Commands, that 


you are much fitter fot a Prince than a Privy-Counſellor, and thete- 
fore I ſhall from this Time ſtudy to obey you; but with this Condi- 
tion, that you give me leave to alter the Nature of the Command 1 
am order'd to lay upon you, and inſtead of what you propoſe, inſiſt 
upon a Continuance of your Love; and that you will for the future, 
ſurvey my Faults and Imperfections more with the Eyes of Pity and 
Affection, than true Judgment. To love you, reply'd Mu/idorns, is out 
of my Power to help; nor can my Heart be ſeparated from that Af- 
fection, unleſs it burſt by being too fall of it: But I beg of you let's 
give over theſe Ceremonies of early Friendſhip, and ſatisfy my Curi- 


oſity with relating the Particulars of your Love, from the Beginning 


to this preſent Moment; and be afſur'd that there is nothing ſo great 


or difficult, but J will undertake to further it; nor any thing fo ſmall 
or trifling, that T will diſdain to be employ'd i in: And in order to my 


being ſerviceable, give me then, I entreat you, a perfect Knowledge 
bf the Affair, which often we miſs, when any thing which generally 
is accounted trifling is omittted, as a Look, or Word; ſo the Congru- 


ity of a whole Sentence may be ſpoil'd by the want of one Particle j 


and between Friends the minuteſt Circumſtance ought not to be con- 
ceal'd, ſince nothing belonging to each other cari by them be eſteem'd 


tedious or ſuperfluous. I will obey you, return'd Pyrecles, and here 


we are conyeniently ſituated for that Purpoſe ; this Arbour being aſ- 


ſign d for my particular Uſe, I often retire into it to indulge my me- 


lancholly Hours; I have that Honour ſhewn me, that tis kept ſacred 


to my Pleaſure, none daring to approach it without my Leave: But if 


by Accident any one ſhould ſee and queſtion you, ſay that you are an 


Attendant belonging to the Queen of the Amazons, and come to treat 


with me upon a Matter of Importance; and leave the reſt ro me. And 
having ſeated themſclyes, he thus proceeded : 


The fifſt Beginning of the fatal Overthrow of my, till then, much va- 


lued Liberty, was, when walking with you among the Pictures in Ka- 


lander's Banqueting-Houſe, you repeated to me the Story of the Divine 
Philoclea, who much reſembled (though, I muſt own, far her Superi- 
our) the fair Zelmane, whom once I loyd with Tenderneſs; gazing on 
her, my Eyes caught the Infection, and from yout Words did J gree- 
dily ſuck in the deſtructive Poiſon: Yer, Oh! fo ſweer ir ſeem'd to 


me, I could not withftand intreating Kalander to give us a more par- 


ticular Account of that fair unhappy Creature's Fate. The more he 
inform'd my Curioſity, the more J pity'd her; and my Heart once 
made tender with that introducing Paſſion, it was ſoon ſuſceptible of 
another; which no Language can define, becauſe no Words can &er 
reach to deſcribe its Power; they only underſtand it, that feel the Ef- 
fects of it: Though I was fully poſleſs'd of it, I was not at firſt ſen- 


ſible of my Diſeaſe, thinking that che Deſire T had to fee that beau- 
S teous 
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tcous Creature, only proceeded from my Curioſity. to ſee ſomething 
wonderful; and that the Pity I had for her, was only the Effects of a 
general Softneſs in my Nature: But when I came to argue with myſelf, 
I found my Thoughts went farther, and I ſoon grew ſuſpicious that I 
had other Views. I could not reſt for the Deſire I had to ſee the Out- 
ſide of the Place happy in her Poſſeſſion, as if the Architecture of the 
Lodge could have afforded me Relief; but more eager were my Withes 
to be gratified with a Sight of her angelick Self, that I might judge 
it how well the Artiſt had perform'd that took her Likeneſs. I fain 
I: would have thought That the only Motive; but when I found myſelf 
| | grow full of uncertain Wiſhes, impatient Longings, and that my 
1 I Thoughts, let them begin with what they would, ſtill center'd in Phi- 
| | loclea; when each Thing I ſaw ſerv'd but to remind me of ſome Parc 
| or other of my Paſſion ; when even the Beauty of the fair Parthenia 
only heightned my Imagination of Philoclea; and that every Sound 1 
heard ecchoed her Name; then indeed J yielded to Love's fatal Pow- 
er, being aſſur'd T was made a Captive before I had Leiſure to arm 
b | myſelf for the Aſſault, and that I might by ſtruggling more hurt my- 
ll {elf than further my Eſcape: As the fierce Spaniel confin'd in Chains, 
by knawing them, may ſooner ſpoil his Teeth than procure Liberty. 
Yet I call to witneſs the eternal Source of Virtue, that there was not 
any Thing that T had either read, heard, or ſeen, nor what Philoſo- 
phy my tender Years had ſuffer d me to be Maſter of, nor any inward 
Reſolution J was poſſeſs d of, but that for ſome Time I ſummoned to 
mW my Aid; but, Oh! what weak Reſiſtance could all theſe make, when 
| my very Reaſon made Head againſt its Maſter, and aflur'd me that all 
if Eyes degenerated from the Purpoſes of their Creation, that did nor 
I pay their Adoration to ſo much Excellence: Nothing, in my Opinion, 
h could ſupporr the leaſt Argument juſtly againſt it, but the ſacred 
hi Friendſhip J bore for you; but though the Struggle of leaving you was 
vaſtly inſupportable, yet the Thought of acquainting you with my Pur- 
poſes was ſtill more ſo, being but too well convinc'd, that to a Hearr 
reſoly'd, even Advice is tedious, but Reproach intollerable ; and that 
nothing could be more afflicting to a ſelf-convicted Mind, than the 
nice Obſervation of a Friend's Eye. This Reflection it was that de- 
termin'd me to follow this ſecret Method, believing it more pardon- 
able in Friendſhip, to act againſt your Knowledge than your fix d Will: 
What confirm'd this Reſolution, was the Converſation I had with you 
the laſt time of our Interview ; for when I but begun to hint at my fa- 
tal Paſlion, I obſery'd both your Voice and Countenance ſo alter d, that 
TI was quite aſſur d if I had fully own'd it, I ſhould have unavoidably 
enhancd your Grief, and conſequently augmented my own Miſery ; 
for which Reaſon I was determin'd to ſteal away, and prevent the ſe- 
vere Reproaches of my Muſidorus; and having wrote a Note, which 1 
know not whether you ever found, and taking the moſt valuable of my 


Jewels, when you were all eagerly purſuing of your Game, unobſery'd, 
as 


* n 2 * <> 7 
— * = 2 r 11928 el Ts 0, 
"WY PR re « tak ITC 4 * . n * 7 8 
5 5 N . . To: r J VVV) / ĩ / ĩ d , ß cc Re EN oP Ds LEES No 2 VV Eo CA EEC CC 
Y 8 N + 7 EI I II DOSY At JJ * DL Eh? N I as ef ACT SE RE Ny Eo ATY-7 Ys pets” . 5 FFF 3 8 3 EIS r _ 2 8 > mY : 
N 8 4 8 


Modornis d by Mrs. STANLEY. 8 67 


às I believe, of any, I took a By-path, not being anxious which Way it 
led, fo it would bur convey me from your much: dreaded Preſence. At 
length I reach d Ithonia, in the Province of Me nia, where waiting 
ſome Time incognito for fear of a Purſuit, I put in Practice what I had 
before projected. For having found both by Kalander's Account, and 
Philanax's Letter, that Baſilius was obſtinately determin'd not to marry 
either of his Daughters, I was apprehenſive that a publick Application 
would rather increaſe my Philoclea's hard Confinement, than forward 
my preſumptuous Paſſion: Love, that Refiner of Invention, put it in- 
to my Thoughts thus to diſguiſe myſelf, thinking that the moſt likely 
Means to get Acceſs to my Lifes Happineſs; and having done that, 
wait patiently for what Time and Fortune would produce: Therefore 
as ſecretly as poſſible I order'd this Garment to be made, and . 
it near the King's Lodges, which are juſt by this Place, by Night, I 
dreſs'd myſelf, waiting till an Opportunity might offer 5 my being 


accidentally obſery'd, which happen d ſoon as my Wiſlies; fot the ve- 


ry Morning after, being weary of conjecturing how to effect and com- 
paſs my Deſigns, to amuſe the heavy Hours, I began to ſing, which 
you know is a Diverſion T much delighted in, but now eſpecially ; 
whether this Clime inſpires poetical Performances I know not, but 1 

am apt to think 'tis more owing to Love, whoſe every Aim ending to 


Pleaſure, it diſdains to utter even its Grief, but in ſome F orm that in- 


clines that way. 


5 


But 1 had ſcarce rais d my Voice, (when angry, as J imagine, at 
the Indifference of my Performance) comes haſtily out Dametas, with 


a hedging Bill in his Hand, ſwearing in a great Pet by the Pantable 


of Pallas, and what other ruſtick Oaths his Rudeneſs could invent: 


When he came in Sight of me, my Perſon pleaſed no better than my 
Harmony; for leaning his rough Hands upon his Bill, and his rougher 
Chin upon them, with the exalted Voice of one that repreſents a Her- 


cules in a Company of Strolers, he cry d out to me aloud, Am not I 
Dametas? Why, am not IJ Dametas? The Repetition of his Name 
was not neceſſary to make me know the Wretch; for Kalander's De- 
ſcription was ſo juſt, that T gueſs d it to be him the firſt Moment he ap- 


proach'd ; and therefore greatly diſdaining to condeſcend to anſwer 


him, I purſued my Song, which he (perhaps ſomething conſcious how 
little Reſpect he merited, and therefore more apt to think himſelf af- 
fronted) heinouſly reſented ; and ſtanding a Tiptoe, and ſtating with 
his Eyes as if he was half ſtrangled, Why, cry'd he, thou filly Wo- 
man, or Boy, or both, or whatſoe er thou be'ſt, know this is no Place 
to harbour ſuch as thee, therefore be gone, thy Preſence will diſpleaſe 
the Prince; nay, it does now diſpleafe Dametas. Full as IT was of 
painful. Mclancholly, J could not forbear ſmiling at the Clown's Man- 
ner of expreſſing himſelf, and the Conſequence he ſeem d to think he 


was of: But in a Moment I feprov d myſelf for the unſeaſonable Plea- 
| ſure; 


— — — 
wenn — ner 
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| ſure; O! how, cry'd I, is it poſſible my overburthen'd Spirit ſhould 


admit a Moment's Mirth 2 And how dares a Thought of Gaiety enter 
into a Mind poſſeſs'd of Agonies, and grown its mortal Foe? Spirit, an- 
ſwer'd the Clown, doſt take me for a Spirit? I tell the once more I am 
Dametas, Baſilius Offiter, and have the Care of him and his Daugh- 
ters. Oh! retutn'd I, ſighing, thou ineſtimable Pearl, that fo vile an 
Oyſter ſhould incloſe thy Brightneſs. By the Comb-caſe of Diana, 
ory'd Dameras, in a great Paſſion, the Woman is certainly mad; what 
doſt tell me of Oyſters and Pearls, I don't want to buy Oyſters; 


| therefore, I ſay, once more be gone: With that he lift up his Bill, ei- 


deavouring to hit me with the blunt End of it, which had like to have 
put me quite out of my Leſſon, and made me forget I was to tepreſent 
a Lady; for drawing my Sword in a Fury, T was going to put an End 
to his ill-manner'd Bawling, but that the Meanneſs of the Villain 
made me ſtay my Hand; and he, who, as Kalander had before told 
me, had from his Childhood a fix'd Antipathy to a naked Sword, ran 
back, retreating with his Hands over his Head at leaſt twenty Paces, 
gaping and ſtaring with the very Look of the Clowns that by Latonas 
Prayers were metamorphoz'd into Frogs, At length, finding himſelf 
got beyond the Compaſs of my Blows, he fell afreſh to railing in the 
moſt rude and ſavage Terms his barbarous Nature could invent ; bur 


ſeeing mie walk up and down, without obſerving or caring what he 


ſaid, he decently walked off, as I after found, to complain of me to 
Baſilius; for in a few Minutes he came himſelf unto me, bearing the 
Appearance of an honeſt and deſerving Mind; and ſaluting me with 
as much Civility and good Manners, as Dametas had before with 
Rudeneſs. I am not ſurpriz d, ſaid he, fair Creature, that this ſolita- 
ry Place ſhould be found out by you to retire in, whoſe Looks beſpeak 
a folitary Mind; but it much aſtoniſhes me, that ſo uncommon a Beauty 
as you poſſeſs, ſhould be ſuffer'd to be a Moment thus alone. It was 
now Time for me to play my Part; therefore looking at him with a 
grave majeſtick Aire, as if T would command Reſpect; They never are 
alone, replyd I, that are poſſeſs'd of virtuous Thoughts. But thoſe 
inviſible Companions, return d Baſilius, will neither protect you from 
Suſpicion in others, nor defend you from the black Attacks of corro- 


ding Melancholly in yourſelf. I deſire no other Vindication, reply d 


J, (with a ſerious Look, as if J had been diſpleaſed he preſs d upon 
my Privacy) than the Witneſs of my own Conſcience; nor no better 
Converſation than my own Reflections. Yet Virtue ſhould endeavour 
to ſatisfy others, anſwer'd Baſilius. The Good, ſaid I, will ne'er ſul. 
peR, where there is no Appearance of a Crime; and for the reſt, they 
are not worth convincing. But give me leave, reply'd Baſilius, to tell 
you, fair Lady, that in our Country the moſt worthy would be apt to 
ſuſpect ſo fine a Creature as you, in ſuch a Place, without the leaſt 
Protection. Suppoſe I were poſſeſs d of that Share of Beauty, an- 


ſwer d TI, that you are pleas d to complement me with; can Beauty 


have 
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have a better Guard than Virtue? As for the Suſpicions, which you 
fay I ſhall raiſe in the People of yout Country, they will not give me 
much Uneaſineſs; for I perfectly believe that no one cer ſuſpects ano- 
ther without juſt Reaſon, but what is conſcious of an inward Guilt ; 
and in our Country, (the Manners of which Place I would maintain 
and juſtify where-c'er I go) the general Goodneſs which is ingrafted in 
our Hearts, makes every one conclude there is the ſame Stfengrh of 
Virtue in another, which they are conſcious is grounded in themſelves. 
Moſt admir'd Lady, reply'd he, with a Look of Pleaſure, the Praiſes 
you beſtow, with fo becoming and aſſur d a Grace, upon your Nation, 
make me exceedingly impatient to know what Region boaſts the Pro- 
duce of ſo excellent a Creature, That you may eaſily be farisfied in, 
reply d I, provided you will firſt merit it. O! Teach me quickly, an- 
ſwer'd he, by what Means IT may deſerve ſo great a Favour. Only, 
ſaid I, by firſt gratifying my Curioſity in informing me who you are. 
You command Obedience in every Thing, reply'd he, Madam, and 
therefore I will begin; or elſe I ſhould inſiſt upon your ſpeaking firſt, 
as being your Place in every Thing to be preferr'd: Know then, moſt 
divine Creature, my Name is Baſilius, unworthy Governour of this 
Realm: I don't diſpute but Fame has already brought my Story to 
your Knowledge; but if it has nor, tis but to make this Place happy 
with your Preſence, and I myſelf will have the Honour of relating it 
to you. Though I before more than gueſs'd who he was, yet I ap- 
pear d excecdingly ſurpriz'd when he inform'd me; and making my 
Obeiſance to him, Moſt mighty Prince, ſaid I, my want of knowing 
you may excuſe the Liberty Ive taken; and if I now am ſhort in the 
Reſpect is due to you, impute it to the Manner of my Country, whicli 
is the moſt invincible Land of the Amazons : Myſelf, Niece to Seni- 
cia, the lawful Queen of that famous Place, who claims that Title by 
a Lineal Deſcent from tlie fam'd Penthe/ilea, who loſt her Being by the 
cruel bloody Hand of the inſatiate Pyrrhus: The Reaſon of my being 
here, was a Reſolution I have taken in the Heat and Vigour of my 
Vouth, to proclaim throughout the World the Excellency and Valour 
of the Amazonian State; and for that Purpoſe, have encounter'd and 
happily overcome many dangerous Enterprizes in divers Countries ; 
till at length the inexorable Seas ſhipwreck'd our Veſſel, and caſt 
me (depriv'd of my Retinue) a. ſhore not far from this Place, whether 
uncertain Wandering has brought me. Baſilius, who already began to 
caſte of what (as I ſhall hereafter inform you) he has ſince ſo eagerly 
devour'd, began to intreat my Stay, with as much Oratory as the 
moſt artful Counſellor would uſe to work his Prince to his Deſires, 
This was a Piece of Luck beyond my moſt ſanguine Hopes; but ſo 
much of the Woman's Cunning I had pur on, with the Appearance, 
that I refus'd what more than Life I wiſh'd, and in a civil Manner 
withſtood the Overture; but he, impatient to facilitate my Stay, whif- 
per'd Dametas to fetch his Wife and Daughters, hoping they would 
| T pre. 
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prevail upon me. The Clown immediately return d with the Ladies. 
The Queen was habited in a Matron Dreſs, but her Looks ſpoke her 
in the Prime of Life; her Mien and Aire were full of Majeſty ; and 
had nor her Daughters Preſence ſomething eclips'd her Beauty, ſhe 
greatly would have rais'd my Admiration ; bur as it was, the moſt im- 
partial Eye could only think her worthy to bear the Name of Parent 
to ſuch Children. The fair Pamela, whoſe great Soul highly diſdains 
to have het Virtue guarded by ſuch rude Hinds, yet as a Mark of 
her Obedience to the King's Commands, graces a Shepherdeſs's 
Dreſs: The Habit ſhe then was in, was made of ruſſet Cloath ; the 
Body fitted ſtraight to her Shape; the Breaſt a little open, which ex- 
pos'd to View the Beauties of her alabaſter Neck ; the lower Part was 
full and pleated, and the Sleeves long and wide. Plain as that Habit 
would have appear'd on any other Form, yet hers inrich d it, and 
made it ſeem moſt glorious; her Hair hung down her Shoulders at 
the full length, which was looſſy breaded with a Silver Ribon, and 
ſhew'd by the Compariſon it much excell'd in Brightneſs ; upon het 
ſhowy Breaſt was hung a ſparkling Brilliant, but only ſet in Horn, a 
Motto tranſcrib'd round it with theſe Words, Zet ſtill myſelf I have 
been thus particular in deſcribing theſe two Ladies, that you might 
not tax my Eyes with ſo much Partiality as to eſcape obſerving them: 
But, Oh! what Words will be ſufficient to deſcribe the Goddeſs of my 
Heart; the Ornament of Earth, and Mark of Heaven; the Boaſt of 


Nature; the Eſſence and Perfection of all Beauty, the yourhful Phzl/o- 


clea: She was attird like a Nymph; her Hair (how poor and ſhort 
that Word is to expreſs the inchanting Beauties of it, for it appear d 
more bright than the Sun's Beams) was drawn up in a Net, ſufficient 
to have caught even Jupiter; her Body (the only Model of all Beauty) 
was cover'd with a light Taffate Garment, but left ſo open, that the 
fnowy Linnen appear'd in many Places, and ſo ſet off the Whitenefs of the 
Skin, as would have tempted even your reſtrain'd Imagination to wan- 
der paſt its Bounds; her Eyes were black, which ſurely Nature order'd 
in pity to Mankind, to ſhade a little the Brightneſs of them, or other- 
ways the Rays they darted would ſtrike the Gazers blind; the Lillies 
as ſhe paſſed grew pale with Envy; and the Roſes faded and droop'd 
their Heads to ſee themſelves out- xĩvall d by the Bluſhes of her Checks; 
the Apples dropp'd before her, as if they meant to pay theit Homage 
to thoſe two perfect ones which adorn'd her beauteous Neck; the very 
Clouds diſpers'd to give the Heavens a freer Power of gazing on her: 
As for me, my every Senſe was fix d, and I ſtood quite Motionleſs; as 
you have ſeen a Statue done by a Maſter-Hand, have fully the Show) 
of Life, but not the Power of Action. I certainly ſhould have been 
rooted to the Place, but that Genicia ſtepping between my Sight and the 


only Object of it, made me a little recover my Extaſy ; ſo that with ſome 


Precipitation I receiv d the Complements of her and the Princeſs Pate. 


la, but with no further Ceremony than is uſual for one Princeſs to pay 


another; 
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another; but when:F came to the inimitable Fair, the Iden piece of 
Beauty, and to ſum up all Perfections, the only Philoclęa, I inſenſibly 
fell on my Knees before her, and reaching her Hand, T printed my Lips 
on it with ſuch an eager Warmth, as had it been obfery'd, would ſoon 
have ſpoke. me ſomething more than Woman ; and looking at her with 
humble Adoration, Moſt heavenly Maid, ſaid I, let not the World, 
nor theſe great Princeſſes, wonder to ſee me, contrary to the Manncs 
I profeſs, pay this peculiar Homage to your Perfections; ſince all of 
either Sex that have their Eyes bleſs'd with beholding you, muſt pay 
it to fuch uncommon. Beauty, Bur ſhe, with Bluſhes more blooming 
than the firſt. opening Morn in May, raisd me up, and told me ſhe 
was. not much ſurpriz'd to find my Judgment ſo miſtaken in her Face, 
ſince it had firſt been guilty of ſo great an Error, as to pay more Re- 
ro her than thoſe to whom ſhe owed Obedience. I anſwer'd, wich 


2 reſpectful Bow, that that Error, if it was one, ſhe ought rather to 


impute to the Power of her Beauty, than to a wrong Determination 
in my Judgment. You are ſo us d, reply d ſhe, (with an eaſy inchant- 
ing Smile) to be entertain'd with your own Beauty, that I believe you 
inſenfibly fall into that Subject. I ne'er before, reply'd I, ſighing, 
had the leaft Share of that Perfection to boaſt; and if I am poſſeſs d 
of any now, my Eyes have caught it by Reflection from your bright 


F orm. 


1 have heard, ſays ſhe, and am now convinced, that tis an infinite 
Satisfaction to receive Commendations from them who are moſt wor- 
thy of it; and I find, continu'd ſhe, you are determin'd to prove your- 
ſelf the molt levincible of your Profeſſion, ſince you can conquer even 
in a wrong Cauſe ; but if you would prove my Beauty has the Power 
your Complaiſance or Partiality would attribute to it, let it fo far 
prevail upon you to honour our Abode a little with your Company, 
to eaſe the Labour and Fatigue of your own Travel, and mitigate the 
Melancholly of our Retirement. 1d ſooner die, reply'd I, moſt ex- 
celling Fair, than oppoſe rhe leaſt Command that beauteous Mouth 
can utter; and fo with ſome few Complements from Baſilius and the 
other Ladies, which have paſt my Memory, my Stay was concluded, 
and they led me between them to the Lodge. The Situation of ir 
was perfealy form d to flatter Melancholly, and ſooth Retirement ; 
it flood upon a riſing Ground, but the Aſſent was ſo gradual, you 


could ſcarce perceive it till you had reach'd the Summit; at the Top 


it gave the Eye Command over a very large Circuit, which, according 
to the Nature of the Country, was divided between Hills and Vallies, 
Woods and Plains; one Part of it quite open to the View, another 
ſhaded with all kind of Trees; which made the Landskip appear com- 
pleatly beautiful: The Lodge is built of yellow Stone, in the Form 
of a Star, having round it a Garden planted, with Walks anſwerable 


to every Point; at the End of one of them is the other Lodge, much 
3 ſmaller, 
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72 Fr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 
ſmaller, but the Architect the ſame, wherein inhabits the fair Panels; 
which proves a narrow Compaſs may confine Perfection. | 


The Queen herſelf brought me to an Apartment aſſign'd for me, and 
which was the moſt commodious the Lodge afforded. After T had 
view'd it, and far a little revolving on this unexpected Turn of For- 
tune, I was ſent for down to ſup with them in the Garden; a Place 
ſo elegantly form d, tis hard to ſay whether Art or Nature has 
moſt excell'd in the Compoſure. In the Midſt ſtands a fine Banquet- 
ing-Houſe, where the Collation was ſet, incompaſs'd with ſtately 
Trees, whoſe lofty Heads were curPd around with the amorous Twi- 
nings of the fruitful Vine; the Table was ſpread near a curious Water- 

work, which by the Caſting of it in a ſurprizing Manner, with the 
ſhining of the Sun upon it, repreſents a perfect Rainbow, and appears 
as natural as the heavenly Iris; there were ſeveral Birds of different 
Kinds engraven round it, and the Water-works ſo artificially convey'd 
into their Throats, that eccho'd the different Notes of every Bird, 
that both the Ear and Eye might well have been deceiv'd and taken 
them for natural Performances; the Table where we were placed was 
round, and faſten d to that part of the Floor whereon it ſtood, which 
was divided from the reſt of the Building; and the Water was ſo diſ- 
poſed under it, that by pulling out a little Plug, which Baſins did to 
divert me, the Table and all of us whirl'd round like a Mill: I was 
very well-pleaſed with the Trick; for though my Phloclea ſeem'd to 
move from me, yet ſtill ſhe kept an equal Diſtance, and my Eyes could 
every Moment overtake her. But when the Table reſted, and we be- 
gan to eat, how much more eagerly did I deyour her Charms than any 
other Nouriſhment; and ſo much was my every Senſe wrapt up in her, 
that as I drank the Wine, and ſtole a Look of Paſſion at her, I fanci- 
ed that I greedily ſuck'd in her Beauties. But, Oh! too plain I found 
that my Thirſt of Love was more inflam'd, not quench'd, as I falſely 
imagined ; ſometimes my Eyes would almoſt ſtretch their Bounds to re- 
ceive every pointed Dart her powerful ones could throw; but then again 
would cloſe themſelves up with Admiration, as if they would preſerve 
the Riches of the Views they had already taken, and caſt a Curtain 
over the Image of Perfection which her Glances had painted in them. 
My Reaſon, though grown a Slave to my Deſires, would often re- 
mind irs Maſter, that he ought with more Moderation to make uſe of 
his Delights; but he that from a Rebel had uſurpd his Maſter's Place, 
as is the Nature of falſe Power to tyrannize, would nor allow his 
Counſels; ſo that finding my Senſes grow too powerful for any Oppo- 
fition, I jooſed the Reins to them, flattering myſelf, that as I bore the 


Appearance of a Woman, wy Behaviour would paſs unobſerv d, or at 
leaſt unſuſpected. 


A — q 
- „ 


Moderniz'd by Mrs. 8 TANLEY, 74 


And now I thouglit T had play'd a Maſter-piece of Cunning; not in 
the leaſt doubting, but under that Diſguiſe, I ſhould ſoon find an Op- 
portunity to reveal myſelf to the Diſpoſer of my Fate: But though it 
ſeems incredible, too true it is, that in almoſt eight Weeks Time, 
which 1 have ſpent here, I could never compaſs one Moment's private 
Converſation with her ; and yet ſhe has no Eyes upon her but her Pa- 
rents, and J as watchful as e er was Argos, and treated as a Woman with 
all the Freedom I could wiſh. But the Cauſe of my continual Diſappoint- 
ment is as ſtrange, as the Effects are to me unhappy : For you muſt 
know, that the firſt Moment Baſilius met my Eyes, (Cupid, I think, be- 
ing determin'd to head his Arrows with my Misfortunes) they fir'd 
his Heart; and not in the leaſt ſuſpecting but that I was what I ap- 
pear'd, he conceiv'd the moſt violent Affection for me; which is ſince 
grown to ſuch a doting Love, that till T obtain'd this Place ſome 
Times to retire in, T was almoſt tired to Death with the Repetition of 
his nauſeous Paſlion : You never ſaw fourſcore Years play more lively 
the Part of a young Lover; now dreſs'd as fine, as if he thought my 
Affections would ſurrender to an embroider'd Coat; and then repeat- 
ing his Complaint in Rhime, and anſwering in Couplets to the moſt 
Love-inſpired Youth in his Arcadia. You may believe 'tis very irk- 
ſome, thus to be purſued by his offending Love, when I would be pur- 
ſuing my heavenly Philoclea: But were that all the Evil J had to ſuffer, 
T could diſpenſe with it; for he, good Man, might eaſily be manag d; 
but ſurely Love and Miſchief have enter'd in a League to try which 
ſhall more powerfully oppreſs me, they having kindled ſo great a 
Flame towards me in Gynecia's Heart, as J fear will neer be quench'd 
but with my Ruin. Whether, ſhe being a Woman of a piercing Wit, 
ſharp Obſervation, and high working Paſſions, hath found by my con- 
tinual Aſſiduity and Marks of Paſſion to Phz/oclea, which I unwarily 
have ſhew'd, preſumptuous of my Diſguiſe, that J am not what J ap- 
pear; or whether my evil Genius has maliciouſly reveal'd it to her, I 
know not; but this I am too ſure of, that every Action, every Look, 
and every Word ſhe utters, are Symbols of a moſt deſperate Affection; 
which is a Proof, that Retirement, and avoiding what the World calls 
Temptation, does but make the Paſſions fly out more violent, if by 


Chance they meet with a fit Object to employ them on. Surely it 


ſeems the Maſter- piece of Cupid's Miſchief, to ſee my Eyes, Ianguiſh- 
ing with fierce Deſire, make Philoclea the only Object of their Sight, 
and Baſiius as eagerly purſuing me; who, if I had the Will, have 
not the Power to relieve his ill-timed Love : Mean while, Gynecia's 


ſharp Wir and pointed Cunning diſappoints us all ; for ſo vigilant and 


watchful is ſhe over me, and ſo jealous of her Daughter, that if ar 
any Time I ſteal a Moment to ſpeak to the Center of my Life's Joy, 
before J have ſcarce begun my Tale, her hated Preſence puts a Period 
to it: And if preſumpruous Hope does not greatly flatter me, I ſee 
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ſome Marks of a Regard for me; nay, and even of a growing Love 
towards me in the almighty Philoclea; and ſure I ought to be well ac- 
quainted with the Symptoms of an unfeign'd Paſſion : So that if I could 
but find: an Opportunity, I am more than half aſſured ſhe would not be 
diſpleaſed with the Diſcovery. As for the good Ba/#ius, he was earneſt 
to have us lodg d in the ſame Apartment, but that the eternal Malice 
of my evil Deſtiny moy'd Gynecia's Jealouſy to prevent that, and every 
other Bleſſing of my Life: But as generally the moſt dreaded Evil 
brings ſome Conveniency along with it; ſo ſince my ill Stars directed 
her to find out the Deceit, her Love prevents the diſcovering the Coun- 
terfeit to Baſilius, which otherways ſhe certainly would have done, 
and at one Blow daſh'd all my coming Hopes. And thus, my Muſi- 
dorus, I have myſelf rehears'd unto you the Prologue to my fatal 
Tragedy; pray Heaven the End prove not truly ſo. With that he 
ſtoppd, and finiſh'd his Narration with a Heart-rending Sigh. 


Muſigdorus had attentively recommended to his beſt Judgment all that 
Pyrocles had related, but found the Caſe ſo intricate, that he could 
meet with no Determination that ſeem'd likely to lead him through 


the Maze; and finding his Affection ſo deeply rooted, that Reſiſtance 


did rather inflame than ſmother it, and that whate'er Advice he offer d, 
was rather reſented than approv'd, he reſoly'd no farther to oppoſe 
him; but looking at him with an Aire of Tenderneſs, Well, ſaid he, 
my dear Pyrocles, one Happineſs you have amidſt the Load of Evils 
you labour under, that though the Gods have thrown the Allay of 
Love among your numberleſs Perfections, yet they have directed it to 
an Object worthy of it; for certainly the Afflictions of a noble Cauſe, 
are eaſier to be born than thoſe of an unworthy one: But J am great- 
ly griev'd to find, that as your Affairs now ſtand, I can in no Way be 
ſerviceable to you. I have no greater Favour to ask of you, reply'd 
Pyrocles, but that you would privately remain for ſome Time in this 
Country, and now and then meet me in this Place, coming either late 
at Night, or early in the Morning, that you may paſs unobſery'd ; and 
for that Purpoſe I will give you a Key of it; and then, which ever 
Way Fate diſpoſes of me, I ſhall have the Satisfaction of communi- 
cating it to you: And beſides, I will contrive to draw this Way, her, 


who is both the Glory and Reproach of Woman-kind ; being aſſur'd 


that the Sight of her will more approve my Judgment, than any- Ar- 
guments I can uſe, how inclin'd ſo cer you are to credit them; and 
every Opportunity that I can ſnatch, you may depend upon my ſeeing 
you ; for though the Trees of yonder Wood, which ſhade the Lodge, 
prevent the Sight of it, tis but a very little Diſtance from this Place. 
And now it will be proper for me to leaye you, leſt my Stay ſhould 
occaſion ſome Enquiry ; but towards the Evening, J will endeayour to 
prevail upon the Ladies to walk this Way; therefore be ſure you keep 


yourſelf conceal d. But My/idorus, reflecting that his Horſe might 
| poſlibly 
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poſſibly. betray him, thought ic properer to return that Day to a Neigh- 
bouring Village, and diſpoſe of his Horſe in ſome Inn, and return thi- 
ther again early next Morning on Foot. Hyrocles approv'd of the Pro- 
poſal, and looking out to be aſcertain d that the Coaſt was clear, 
Adieu, ſays he, my Muſidorus, remember I am now no longer your 
Byrocles nor Daiphantus, but Zelmane; and in that Title, Heaven 
knows, I place more Glory, than I ſhould do in Monarch of the World; 


ſince that dear Name muſt be my Introducer to all I wiſh on Earth. 
With that ſome Tears of Tenderneſs guſh'd in his Eyes, and taking 


Muſidorus by the Hand, he led him out; who, went away now as full 
of anxious Thoughts which Way to forward his Pyrocies' Love, as 
before he was how to depreſs and draw him from it. 


Zelmane return d to the Lodge, attended with all the Troubles and 
Perplexities the little Imp of ſoft Deſires could impoſe ; his Paſſion 
was every Moment heighten'd and inflam'd by the Sight of the Love- 
inſpiring P//aclea, but aw'd and check'd by the continual Watchfulneſs 
of Cynecia s Jealouſy ; while Baſilius was no leſs aſſiduous in his tire- 
ſome Suit : So that his Caſe might, not unaptly, be compar'd to a 
high mettled Courſer, who being eager in himſelf for the Career, and 
fiercely ſpurrd, is yet ſo ſtreightly rein d that he can hardly ad- 
Vance a Step: So Zelmane was eagerly waiting an Opportunity to ad- 
dreſs Philoclea; Baſilius her; and Eynecia ſtill prevented each of them. 


If Philoclea chanced to ſigh, (as oft of late ſhe did, though perhaps 


herſelf unknowing from what Cauſe) a deep one from Zelmane ſtill 
waited on it; and both Baſilius and Eynecia ſoon join'd the C Horus. 
The intricate Affection they all poſſeſs d, increas'd the Pleaſure they 
took in each others Converſation, and that Converſation perpetually 
heighten d the Affection; fo that the Hours appear'd to them both ſwift- 
ly to adyance, and ſlowly lag; ſwiftly they ſeem d to fly, when they 
conſider d the Pleaſures of each others Company; but ſlowly linger d, 
in the Delay of their Deſires. 8 


Lelmane would now admit no Opportunity to lure them near the 
Place were Muſidorus was conceal'd, being impatient to give him a 
perfect View of them : Sometimes ſhe would draw them to angle in a 
little Rivulet near the Arbour, which for the Moiſture it beſtowed - 


upon the Roots of ſome Neighbouring Elms, was well rewarded with 
their friendly Shade: There would they ſit and beguile the Hours 


with betraying the little ſimple Fiſh, Pamela and Philoclea laughingly 
contending which ſhould ſooneſt ſtrike their ſlimy Jaws; while Zel- 
mane told them, ſhe thought the Hearts of Princes fit only for their 
Sport: She alſo held an Angle in her Hand, but was herſelf ſo much 
a Priſoner, ſhe had but little Power to betray others. Baſilius would 
needs be honour'd with the Office of dreſſing what was taken, think- 
ing he could not have a greater than that of waiting upon Zelmane; 

Co | while 
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while Gynecia far fad and penſive by, revolving on the Odtnchh of her 


Face, and contriving how to gratify her Love. 


But theſe trifling Recreations were interrupted by a more gallant 
Entertainment; for one Evening as Ba/ilius return d from a forc'd un- 
bending of his Thoughts, to ſome of theſe little Diverſions, a Shep- 
herd brought him Word, that there was a Gentleman waited, who 
begg'd Permiſſion to deliver a Meſſage from his Lord to his own 
hearing. Balſilius orderd him to be brought in; and after he had 
perform'd the proper Ceremonies in his Maſter's Name, he told him 
he was come from the renown'd Phalantus of Corinth, to beg the Li- 


berty, that as he had already done in many other Courts, ſo he might 


there have the Honour, in his Preſence, to defy all Arcadian Knights 
in Defence of his Lady's Beauty, who alſo would herſelf appear in 
Perſon to juſtify what with his Life he would maintain. The Condi- 
tions of his Challenge were, That any Knight accepting it, ſhould 
bring the Picture of the Lady he moſt admired ; which being placed 
by that of the Fair Arteſia, for ſo was the Miſtreſs of Phalantus nam- 
ed, which ever of them ſhould get the Advantage in ſix Courſes in the 


Judgment of Baſilius, with him the Honours and the Pictures ſhould 


remain. Though Baſilius had retir'd to that ſolitary Place with an In- 
tention to avoid ſeeing Company, yet hoping the Matter would enter- 
tain Zelmane, and make her think that Time not wholly loſt which gave 
him ſo much Pleaſure, he granted Leave to Phalantus to pitch his Tent 
for three Days not far off the Lodge, and to proclaim his Challenge; 
That what Arcadian Knight (for none elſe, upon his Peril, was licens'd 
to appear) would venture to maintain the Beauty of the Fair he loyd 
againſt Phalantus, ſhould have the ſame Freedom of Acceſs. 


This Notice publiſh'd, TIRES was deſirous to be 3 


this Phalantus was, having never heard any farther of him than the 


Report of his Juſtneſs in Tilts and Tournaments; for which he was fo 
fam'd, that he was generally ſtiled, 7 he Honourable Knight of Arms. 
Baſilius told her he could give her an Account of his Life, which he had 
from one of his neareſt Intimates: And firſt, that he was an illegiti- 
mate Brother to the beauteous Helen, Queen of Corinth, and greatly 
valued by her for the uncommon Merit he was Maſter of; being polite 
and affable in Converſation, moſt juſtly valiant, conſiderately chearful 
in his Temper ; and a true Courtier, without the Taint of Ambition or 


Unfaithfulneſs. This noble Youth, finding his Siſter's Melancholly, 


occaſion'd by her Paſſion for Amphialus, not by any Methods to be 


reliey'd, determin'd for a Time to leave her Court, and go into Laco- 


nia; where, in tlie War againſt the Helots, he purchas'd the Reputation 
of one who both dared and knew how to act; but as it was rather the 
Act of Choice than Nature, that inclin'd him to follow Arms, ſo as the 
Spirit of Honour ceaſed, he willingly gave himſelf up to the Delights 
05 
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df Peace, being ſo gay and taking in his Converſation, that none was 
more agreeable both to the Prince and Nobles of the Lacedæmonian 
State. He being not greatly inclind to croſs his Diſpoſition ; and 
having a Fortune ſufficient to enable him to chuſe his Way of Life, 
was reſoly'd to quit the rugged Paths of War, and ſpend ſome Time in 
the more ſoft and elegant Amuſements of the Court, where he came 
acquainted with this Artz/ia, (whoſe Charms he now defends) profeſs'd 
himſelf her Lover, and perhaps really thought himſelf ſo: But certain- 
ly it often happens, that theſe young People, wanton in Eaſe, and 
prone to credit the leaſt Prepoſſeſſion when they converſe together, 
fancy themſelves in Love upon the firſt Impreſſion Beauty makes, tho 
they are all the while a Stranger to that reaſonable Paſſion which ſuperior 


Merit raiſes in the Heart; and tis often owing to this Miſtake, that they 


are ſo fickle and inconſtant, changing their Inclination with the Moon, 

and paying Homage to every new Beauty Chance acquaints them with. 

He being poſſeſs d, as I believe, of this Sort of Love, paid his Ad- 
dreſſes to this Lady, who was as fit as poſſible to deal with him in his 
own kind: For ſhe imagining ſhe did Injuſtice to her own Charms, if 
ſhe did not value herſelf upon them, and calling her Diſdain of him 
(who was then more than worthy of her) a Proof of Virtue, ſhe 
plac'd her Honour in deſpiſing thar, he paid to her; determining never 
to marry any, but who, in her own Eſteem, was worthy of her; who 
ſhe thought could be only one poſſeſs d of every Merit. To chis Pride 
and Self-Opinion ſhe was by Nature prone ; but to ſtrengthen and con- 
firm ir, ſhe had the Precepts of my Siſter-in-Law, the haughty, proud 


| Cecropia; who, in her Widow-hood, took upon her rhe Charge and 


Education of the young Arteſia, her Father having been a profeſs'd 
Friend of her deceas'd Husband : She taught her to believe that Wiſdom 
was center'd in the promoting the Welfare of one's Self; and that Love, 
Friendſhip, Gratitude, and all other Virtues, ought only to be taken 
up as they were conducive to that End: And ſo apt a Scholar ſhe found 
of her, that growing fond of the Produce of what ſhe herſelf had plant- 
ed, ſhe would gladly (if her Son would have conſented) have given 
her in Marriage to my Nephew the brave Amphialus; but, I think, 


that Deſire has ſomething ſlacken d, ſince ſhe has been inform'd chat 


ſo great a Queen as Helen offers a Kingdom to purchaſe his Affecti- 
on: For if 1 am not deceiv'd in my good Siſter, ſhe thinks no Face 
can be ſo beautiful as one that has a Diadem to adorn it; nor any 
Mind ſo meritorious as that which has a Scepter at Command. Arteſia 
greatly liked my Nephew ; for I can never call that Love, which in a 
haughty Heart proceeds only from a Deſire to pleaſe, and with a View 
to advance and raiſe a Fortune; but yet ſhe, I think, has ſhew d a paſſio- 
nate Inclination that Way, though indeed her Deſires of every Kind 
are violent: But this Proof ſhe has given of a Regard for him, that ſhe 
has plac'd her only Brother, a fine Youth, (call d 1/enus) to be his 


Squire; and was content to wait herſelf upon my Siſter till ſhe could 
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ſee what Time might work in favour of her with Amphialus, who, be- 
ing of a retir'd and melancholly (tho' T muſt ſay a truly noble) Diſ- 
poſition, ſeems at preſent to have nothing leſs at Heart than Love's 
Delights; and lately, either through ſome ſecret Adventure, or inward 
Diſcontent, has withdrawn himſelf from Court and the Knowledge 
of his Friends. Arteſia upon this condeſcended to go to the Laconi- 
an Court, whether before ſhe had been ſent for by the N s Wife, to 


whom ſhe was  ſomerhing ally d. 


And there, as I before told you, this Knight Phalantus, at leaſt. 
for an Amuſement, profeſs'd himſelf her Lover; and though ſhe had 


but little Regard for him, yer ſhe gave him Encouragement enough to 


Jer the World take Notice ſhe had ſo worthy an Admirer. One in my 


Court, that nearly is acquainted with him, and lately came from 


thence, gave me a diverting Relation of their Love. Phalantus, with 
Looks ſo chearful, that plainly prov'd his Heart was not much affect- 
ed, would ſpeak ſuch Words of Sorrow, and plead his Paſſion in fo 
high a Stile, that Mercury could not have wooed the Cyprian Goddeſs 
in a more exalted one; yet neither in Perſon nor Behaviour ſhew'd any 
Marks of inward Apprehenſion or Dread of not ſucceeding. She, on 
the orher Side, was ſenſible how deceitfully he dealt with her; and 


though ſhe did not greatly value it, yet her Pride taught her to make 


him know, that ſhe had too ſharp an Edge to be jeſted with, and thar 
Repentance oft follows deceitful Words; for pretending ſhe thought him 
in carneſt, ſhe put him daily upon giving ſuch Proofs of his Affection, 
as were both troubleſome and expenſive to him, while he {till choughr 
his Cunning went beyond her, becauſe-his Heart did not commit the 
Idolatry he fancied ſhe imagined: At laſt, ſhe, I believe, thinking the 


Fame of her Perfections would be a powerful Orator for her with Am- 


phialus, poſſibly believing that it might happen with him, as it often 


does with Men who are poſleſs'd of ſome great Good, yet never are 
ſenſible of the Value till they find others envy them che Enjoyment of 


it, was reſolv'd to make Phalantus the Inſtrument of raiſing an Opi- 
nion of her in Amphialus; and one Day, when he was talking in feign d 
Raptures to her, and plighting Vows, which without her reminding 
he would ne er more have thought of, profeſſing that there was nothing 
ſo difficult or dangerous which he would not undertake to prove his 
Paſſion for her, ſhe took the Advantage of his Words, and told him 
ſhe would employ him and prove his Truth; and inſiſted upon his 
going with her through all the Courts of Greece, and with the Chal- 


| Tenge now made, give her Beauty the Precedence of all others. Pha- 


lantus was now trappd in a Snare of his own ſpreading, and could nor 
ſee any likely Way, with Honour, to get out; he was exceedingly 
perplex d, (as he after confeſs d to him who told me the Story) not for 
any Doubt he had of his own Performances, being with Juſtice reckon'd 
to excel (with his Launce eſpecially, and that is the Weapon with which 


* 
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| the Challenge is to be tryed) all of our Gratin Youths; but for fear 
the Undertaking ſhould offend his Siſter Helen; and beſides; he own'd 
he was not ſo blinded, but that his Heart beliey' d (whate'er his Mouth 
affirm'd) that both ſhe, my Daughters, and the fair Parthenia, were 
infinitely more worthy to claim that Prerogative : But his falſe Oaths 
and Vows had bound him; and therefore he thought it better willingly 
to perform the Impoſition, and have the Reward of Thanks, than by 
a diſcontented Behaviour, have all the Trouble without the Praiſe; and 
therefore he has gone on, led rather by his Faith than Love, and has 
already paſs'd the Courts of Laconia, Elis, Argos, and Corinth; and 
as it often happens, that a good Pleader gets a bad Cauſe, fo has the 
Power of his Launce brought many Captives to grace the Triumphs of 
Arteſia's Beauty; many of them of ſuch Excellence, that though Arte- 
ſa could juſtly have been eſteem'd among the faireſt, yet in that Com- 
pany they might well have claim'd the Preference. In the Courrs 
he paſs d through, were many Knights that had been Abroad in di- 
vers Nations, and they defended ſuch as in their Travels they had ſeen 
and liked; but their Defence has either been ſo poor, or ſo unlucky, 
that they have forfeited their Ladies Pictures, to give a forced, and 
indeed a falſe Teſtimony of Arteſia s Beauty: And now he has made 
this his laſt Stage, where J have given him leave to try his Skill ; but 
aſſure yourſelf, faireſt Zelmane, if T thought it not an injurious Piece 
of Service to put ſo noble a Title to the Deciſion of ſo trifling a 
Combat, I would make the young Phalantus know, that your bright 
Eyes can ſharpen the Point of an old Man's Launce, and let him ſee 
that theſe gray Hairs (which the Care of others have anticipated) has 
not diminiſh'd in me the Power of protecting an indeliable Truth. 
With that the old Man buſtled up, and his Heart beat againſt his 
Breaſt as if it fain would have broke its Priſon, to aſſure her of the 
Sincerity of what he had ſpoken. Zelmane, ſmiling to herſelf, re- 
turn'd him Thanks for his Compliment, but begg'd him to reſerve his 
Force for a more worthy Cauſe; and ſo paſling their Time as uſual, 
they waited the Coming of Phalantus, who the next Morning (having 
already order'd his Tent to be pirch'd under the Covert of a fair 
Tree hard by the Lodge) hung upon it a Shield, whereon the Defen- 
dant was to ſtrike, that would call upon him to maintain his Chal- 
tenge, The {mpreſ/a in the Shield, was a Heaven full of Stars, with 
a Motto ſignifying, that Beauty won the Day. 


Next came the Hero, following a triumphant Chariot, which was 
cover d with Crimſon Velvet, and richly adorn'd with Pearls and Dia- 
monds, wherein was placed Arteſia; it was drawn by four winged 
Horſes, with artificial flaming Mouths and fiery Wings, which made 
them look as ſhe had newly borrowed them from Phæbus Train: Be- 
fore her march'd her Footmen, two and two in order, habited in green 


Liveries IG ocr with Ser! W each two of them they held 
a Pic- 
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a Picture, which by Phalantus Valour had loſt the Prize of Beauty; 
every half dozen' Paces they ſtopp'd, and leiſurely turn'd the Pictures 
to each Side, that they might with perfect Judgment be diſcern d by 
the Beholders. The foremoſt, following the Order of their being 
won, was the Portraiture of Andromens, Queen of 1heria, whom a 
Laconian Knight having lov'd ſometime with a particular Encourage- 


ment, though many Years ſince return'd Home, yet poſſeſs d of more 


Gratitude than Skill, he would needs defend her Charms, but loſt the 
Prize; and indeed Fortune therein could not be term'd unjuſt, her 
Beauty being far below Arteſia s, not from the Injury Age had done 
her, though ſhe was a good deal older, for Time had not yet made 
himſelf Maſter of her Charms; but her Hair being exceeding red, and 
her Eyes too ſmall, gave 2 Blemiſh to her other moſt admirable Beau- 


ties. 
Next, after her, was born the Likeneſs of the Princeſs of Elis; a 


Lady who only taught this Leſſon to the Beholders, that as Admira- 
tion is not always the Effect of Beauty, ſo on the contrary whatever 


is admir'd, is by that Perſon eſteem'd beautiful; for in her Form there 


was neither any Thing majeſtick, fair, beautiful, nor eyen agreeable, 
and yer ſhe wanted not a Lover that would have prov'd her fairer than 


the allow'd fair Arteſia; but he had the Fortune, or rather the Juſtice, 


to write her Praiſes only with his Helmit in the Duſt, and leave her 
Picture to be a juſter Witneſs of his Overthrow, than his Running had 


been of his Miſtreſs's Beauty. 


Following her, was the fine Artaxia, great Miſtreſs of Armenia; a 


Lady upon whom Nature had beſtow'd ſome of her beſt Performances, 


and had proportion'd her without any Fault eaſy to be diſcoyer'd by 
the Senſes; yet altogether ſhe was not poſſeſs d of that Harmony which 
Cupid's Votaries moſt delight in; the Reaſon of which Defect was a 
maſculine Look and Aire, that overthrew that gentle Softneſs which is 
the moſt peculiar Charm of Womankind, and which ſpeaks them fit- 


cer to conquer by Parley than Defiance. 


Of a quite contrary Character was the next that followed, which 


was Erona, Queen of Lycia; who, though of ſo brown a Com- 


plexion, that one ſhould not injure her Hair to call it black, and her 
Checks of almoſt a languid Pale; beſides that her Face was more 
inclin'd to long than the exact Symmetry of Beauty would al- 
low; yet notwithſtanding theſe Objections, Love had ſo diffus'd his 
Charms throughout the whole, that the firſt Appearance of her bribed 
the Judgment in her Favour, before it had Time to diſtinguiſh each 
particular Part. The Delicacy of her Aire and Mien, and the ſoft 


yielding in her Countenance, movy'd the Obſervers more than the moſt 


finiſh'd Beauty, without thoſe Attractions, could pretend to. 
: | After 
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After her were borne two Ladies of noble, though they could not 


| boaſt a royal Birth: The foremoſt was nam'd Baccha; who though 


very fair, and of a Plumpneſs to invite more than diſpuſt, yet her 
large Neck being laid almoſt indecent to the View, and an affected 
Smile playing about her Mouth, her Head lean'd languiſhingly down 
as ſhe were grown wanton with too much Eaſe, arm'd the Beholders 
againſt the Snares ſhe laid; and her Eyes forbid with too eager a Per- 
ſwading, while an Aſſurance of Succeſs prevented the heightning of 


Deſire: 


The other, whoſe Name was 5 Leucipps had an exact ad of 
Beauty, having a modeſt Sweetneſs in her Face, and an inchanting 


Mildneſs in her Countenance, as ſpoke her by Nature form'd to pity 
rather than deſtroy; her Eyes had in them ſuch a Cheerfulneſs, as would 


inſenſibly inſpire every Beholder with Delight; and ſuch a ſweet Sim- 
plicity appear d about her Mouth, that ſeem'd as ſhe would judge 
others by her own Truth, and eaſy believe the Appearance of Since- 
rity; ſo that it would be more than inhumane to deceive ſo ſweet an 


Innocence. 


Next came in View the Queen of Laconia, who juſtly might be ſaid to 
belong to Beauty's Confines ; for all her Features were neither ſubject 


ro his Dominion, nor yet commanded by the oppoſite Government ; 
but as ſhe was a Queen, ſhe wanted not a Champion to aſſert het 


Charms, and ſet them in Competition with the moſt perfect. 


Das ſhe that follow'd next, though conquer'd, even triumph'd in 
that Captivity, and commanded every Eye to wait upon her in it; it 


was the inimitable fair Queen Helen, whoſe flowing Treſſes curl'd 


by Nature, but help d by Art, which miglit well have ſpar'd the Pains, 
was braded with a String of Orient Pearl, which in ſome Places hi- 
ding, and in another being cover d with the Hair, mutually ſer off and 


adorn'd cach other: In her Face was painted ſuch a Maſter-piece of 


Beauty, that had not the real Helen been greatly known, one ſhould 
have thought it rather the Invention of the Painter to ſhew the utmoſt 


of what his Art could fancy, than taken from any original Pattern; not 


the niceſt Eye could find out the leaſt Flaw in the whole Compoſure, 
unleſs it were that the Face was rather too ſmall proportionably to the 
Body; bur in that little Compaſs was inclos d a Spark of Beauty ſuf. 
ficient to inflame the World; the Shape, the Look, and every Feature 
was regularly charming; and if it wanted ſomerhing of Majeſty, that 
Want was more than anſwer'd by a ſuperiour Pleaſure it ſtruck the 
Gazers with; and if the firſt Appearance did not ſo highly raiſe our 
Admiration, yet it raviſhd with Delight, ſo that no indifferent Eye 
could behold her without a Rapture of Deſire. Her Dreſs was gay 


and coſtly ; but her Look (which had more of Melancholly in it thart 
Ms one 
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82 Vr Philip Sidney . ARC ADIA, 


one ſhould have expected from one of her high Fortune) plainly ſhew- 
ed that as ſhe dreſs'd only to engage and pleaſe another, ſo ſhe fear'd 
that all her Arts would prove vain and unſucceſsful. 


Of a quite different, though equally eſteem'd Beauty, was the bright 
Parthenia, who next with her divine Pourtraiture graced Ar7e/1a's Tri- 


uUmph, though ſtronger far were her Pretenſions to fill the Throne; 


her every Look was ſtately and majeſtick, yet the Appearance of a 
lofty Mind, temper d with a becoming Meckneſs; her large blue Eyes 


Teem'd as they had ſtole their Luſtte from the Reflection of her other 
Charms; her white ſlick Forehead, and every other Part of her Face 


and Body, ſeem'd caſt in Nature's moſt perfect Mold; her Dreſs was 
ſuch, as ſhew d ſhe either thought her Perſon did not want the Help of 
Art, or not deſety'd it, having nothing to ſet it off but Meckneſs ; 
yet, careleſs as ſhe was, ſpight of herſelf, even Neglect in her ap- 


| pear'd beyond another's Art. Baſilius could not refiſt making an 


Encomium on Parthenia's Picture as it paſs'd them, ſaying, ſhe was 
a perfect Pattern of every Female Virtue; telling Zehinwine. that he 
had heard that when in rhe Court of Lacents her Picture (maintain'd 
by a certain Hcionian Knight) was loſt through want of Valour in 
the Poſſeſſor, her Husband, the famous Argalus, would in a Paſſion 
have gone and endeavour'd to redeem it in a new Trial; but ſhe being 


more diverted than angry at the Unskilfulneſs of her Champion, 


told her Husband, that the Limirs of her Ambition were only to be 
thought deautecus in his Eyes, and that ſhe would rather agree to 
have her Face deform'd as it before had been, than have it a Cauſe to 


make him put on Armour. Baſilius was then going to relate the re- 
markable Occurrences which had happen'd to this young Couple, 


which Zelmane was already acquainted with; but the Appearance of 
the next Picture reliev d her from the Tautology, and * 


. their Obſervation. 


It was the Figure of à fair young Maid, which fat pulling a Thorn 
out of the Foot of a little Lamb that was painted by her; her Looks 
were ſo attentive, as if that little Circle wholly confin'd r Thoughts; 
her Dreſs was mean, but took a Luſtre from her Perſon; her Sheep- 
hook lay by her, and at the End hung a Leathern Bottle; but in the 
Appearance of all that Poverty, her Beauty play d a Princes Part, and 
commanded the Submiſſion of as many Hearts as the greateſt Queen 
could boaſt; her Beauty, and the Manner ſhe was drawn in, quickly 


diſcover d ber to be the famous Shepherdeſs Urania, whom a Knight 
of no mean Fortune, cal d Lacemon, being deeply in Love with, had 


anluckily defended. 


The laſt in Place, becauſe the laſt reſigh'd, was the Picture of Zel- 


mane, Daughter to King Plexertis, who at firſt Sight appear'd to have 
a great 


ISIS 
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a gteat Reſemblance of Philoclea, but nearer one might ſee it was ſucli 
a falſe Likeneſs as is repreſented by an imperfect Glaſs, anſwering in 
ſome Particulars, but erring in the Whole. Zelmane ſighing, turn'd 
to Baſilius, Alas, Sir, ſaid ſhe, hete are ſome Pictures which are fit- 
ter to adorn the Tombs of their dead Miſtreſſes, than grace Arteſias 
Triumphs. *Tis true, moſt beauteous Creature, reply'd Baſilius, ſome 
of them are no more; but that Loſs has happen'd ſo lately, that poſ- 


| ſibly the Knights that appear'd in their Defence were not acquainted 


with the Misfortune ; without we allow, as in ſome Hearts J know it 
might be prov d, that even Death itſelf could not blot out the Image 
Love had once implanted in them. Several Ladies beſides theſe, con- 
tinued Baſilius, has Phalantus Valour made ſtoop to Arteſias Power; 
but their Pictures he has thrown by, cauſing only ſuch to be carried 


in Proceſſion, who for their Birth or Beauty may truly grace Arteſias 


Triumph. . 5 


Baſilius kept talking in this Manner to gelmane, being proud of 
every Opportunity to entertain and converſe with het, while Phalantus, 
in the pompous Manner before deſerib d, brought Arteſia with her 
Attendants into a gorgeous Tent adjoining to his own, where they 
waited till ſome one ſhould ſtrike the Shield. Baſilius, who was the 
appointed Judge, gave Orders for Sticklers and Trumpets, to whom 


the others ſhould obey ; bur no Oppoſets that Day appear d, nor 


— 


the next, till almoſt half the Proportion of Light allotted to it was 
waſted ; but then there arrived a Knight, who avow'd himſelf as con- 
trary to Phalantus in Opinion as he was in Appafel. Phalantus was 
all in white, having his Bafes and Capariſon imbroidet'd with a waving 
Water, and on each Side a ſeeming Net caſt over, in which were ſe- 
veral Kinds of Fiſh, ſo naturally done, that as the Horfe mov'd, you 
would have ſwore the Fiſh leap'd and ſtrove for Liberty. 


The other Knight, whoſe Name was Neſtor, born an Arcadian, and 
profeſs'd Admirer of the fair Shepherdeſs, came all in black; with a 
burning Fire repreſented both upon his Horſe and Armour; the Im- 


preſſa in the Shield was a lighted Fire of Juniper, with this Motto, 


More eaſy, and more ſweet : But this hot Knight's Courage was ſoon 
allay'd with a Fall, which at the third Courſe he recetv'd from Pha- 
lantus, leaving his Picture as a Monument of his hard Fortune and 


worſe Skill. The next that venturd was Polycetes, a noble Knight, 


greatly eſteem'd throughout Artadia for Deeds of Arms, and much 
noted for the honourable Paſſion he had long born to the fair Cynecia; 
which Baſilius himſelf not only knew, but allow d and was pleas d with it, 
ſince his humble Love aſpir'd to no other End than in every Thing to 
be of Service to her; but neither his bright Paſſion, nor her brighter 
Eyes, could ſecure him the Advantage, nor prevent her Picture from 
becoming the Cloſe of Arteſia's Victories; which Gynecia's Strength - 
Min 
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8) Fr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 

Mind would at another Time have ſet her far above regarding, but 
Zelmane being a Witneſs of her Overthrow, a little ruffled even her 
reſoly'd Temper; and her Champion went away as much diſorder'd as 
overcome. Then Thelamon appear'd for Pelexeon ; Emilion for Elpine ; 
and Leon for Loana; all renown'd Knights, and reputed Beauties; but 


with their Fall they ſoon rais'd the Ballance of Praiſe ſo juſtly due to 
Phatantns, and conſequently advanc'd the Fame of Arteſias Charms. 


As the Beholders' were commenting upon their Loſs, ſome pitying, 


others condemning, there came haſtily into the Circle a ſtripling 


Shepherd, his Height ſhowing him more than Boy, and yet the Youth- 


fulneſs of his Countenance refuſing to ſtile him Man: His Complexion 


was brown, but whether proceeding from Nature, or the too pow- 
erful Influence of the Sun, could not eaſily be diſcern'd ; but not- 
withſtanding that, his Perſon was very pleaſing, and his whole Form 
ſo perfectly proportioned, it prov'd that Nature is not (like Men) re- 
gardleſs of meaner Objects; and plainly might the Symmetry of his 
Form be ſeen, for he had nothing on to hide it but a Pair of Slops 
upon his Feet, and a Goat's Skin over his Body, which he caſt about 


his Shoulders; every Action being attended with ſuch a peculiar | 


Grace, that even Tgnorance had not the Power to ſpoil the agreeable 
Manner Nature had beſtow'd on him : In his Right-Hand he held a 
Staft; and coming near the King, making a Reverence, which in him 


appear'd beyond Polireneſs, My Liege, ſaid he, may I crave your 


Goodneſs to hear me a few Words ; for ſurely if T am not permitted 


to you to break my Mind, my Heart will burſt : J ſee here the Like-. 


neſs of Urania, which (T know not why it ſhould be ſo) theſe Men, 


when they are overcome, ſay is not ſo fair as yon gay Woman; but 


may the Gods never ſuffer me to ſee alive again my poor old Mother, 
if J think ſhe is any more to be compared to our Uranza, than a Goat 
may be equall'd to a beauteous Lamb; or the Dog that keeps our Flock 
at Home, to your Grace's white Greyhound that pull'd down the Stagg 
the other Day: Therefore I beſeech your Highneſs to let me be dreſs'd 
as they are, and my Mind gives me I ſhall certainly lay his Pride upon 


the Ground; for he might as well ſay, that a Couſlip is as white as a 


Lilly; or, I don't care, let him come with his great Staff, and ſee if 
with only this in my Hand I don't manage him. Baſilius ſoon knew 
him to be the fine Shepherd Lalus, whom once he had had before him 


in paſtoral Entertainments, and had taken great Notice of for his 
ſprightly Wit and innocent Simplicity; and laughing to ſee the little 


Rogue ſo earneſt, he bid him be ſatisſied, ſince he ſaw the Pictures of 
ſo great Queens were oblig'd to follow the ſame Fate. Bur Lalus lit- 
tle contented with this Anſwer, retir'd weeping-ripe into the Crowd; 


_ eagerly longing that ſome Body would come and revenge Urania's In- 


jury; heartily wiſhing Succeſs to every one that run againſt Phalantus, 
and almoſt curſing his own Poyerty that prevented him from ſetting to 
the 
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more fully to ſhow himſelf in his loweſt State, came in a Knight, called 
Philibus, a Gentleman of that Country, whoſe il Fate had borrowed 


a Shaft of Love, and headed it from Philoclea's Eyes to render him 


ps miſerable; even from her Infancy he had loved her, and 


receivd the Wound e er ſhe was ſenſible of the Power to give it: De- 


ſpair had all along attended his hopeleſs Paſſion ; but the more that 
increaſed, the more he loved; and the Senſe he held of his own Un- 
worthineſs heighten'd ſo much her Excellency, that not daring to re- 
veal his preſumptuous Paſſion, he had never ſpoke of it to any Crea- 
ture living; but his Heart was ſo full of it, and gave ſuch ſilent Vent 
within its ſelf, to which Complaint his Senſes were ſo attentive, that a 
diſcerning Eye might eaſily diſcover his Inclination ; and though he 
always denied his Love, that Tryal to deceive but the more prov d it. 


His Furniture and Armour was of a Sea Colour; his Device the Fiſh 


call'd Sepia; which being taken, caſts a black Water like Ink about the 
Net, that the Darkneſs may favour his Eſcape : The Motto, Not [© 
would I. Philoclea's Picture was borne in by him with almoſt a ſuperſti- 
tious Reverence: But at this Sight, Jealouſy was in a Moment the 
Meſſenger for Diſdain in Zelmane's Boſom, impatient that any but her- 


{elf ſhould be the avow'd Champion of Philoclea ; but ſhe had hardly 


Time to wiſh him vanquiſh'd, e er he was ſo; for at the ſecond Courſe 
Phalantus ſtruck him quite out of the Saddle: for which he was ſo 
full of Grief and Rage, that he would fain with his Sword have re. 
venged it; but that being contrary to the Orders, Baſilius would not 
ſuffer it, but oblig d him to go away, who every Moment wiſh'd the 


Earth would open, and at once cover him and his Shame. Zelmane was 
as full of Reſentment at his Loſs, as ſhe would have been at his Vic. 


cory ; for though before ſhe had great Diſdain at the Thought of a 
Rival's Praiſes, yet the Diſgrace the Queen of her Deſires had ſuſ- 
tain d, made her renounce what ſhe before had wiſh'd ; and her Paſſion 
was much more heighren'd, as ſhe ſaw a little ceſenting Bluſh riſe in 


Philocled's Cheeks. But the ſable colour'd Goddeſs, with her filent 


Train, commanded a Truce from their Sports; yet Phalantus, though 
urg'd exceedingly, would not leave Arteſia, with whom no Arguments 
could prevail to come into the Lodge, having through the Inſinuations 
of Cecropia conceiv'd a ſtrong Averſion to Baſilius. But the Night, 
lull'd with the ſoft Repoſe of balmy Sleep, paſs d ſoon (or ſeem d to 
do ſo) over; and the Morning havir.g diſpers'd the watchful Stars, a 

Trumpet ſummon'd Beſiius to play the Judge's Part, which he obey d, 
raking his Wife and Daughters with him : But Zelmane having lock'd 


her Door, they were fearful of diſturbing her, and therefore went with- 


out her to the Field ; where already there appear'd a Knight, deſirous 
to prove that Helen, Ties of Corinth, had receiy'd great Wrong, both 
from the erroneous judgment of the Challenger, and the unlucky Weak- 


* of the Defender. The new-come Knight was quickly known to be 
oy Cli. 
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the Tryal. A little after, when the Sun (like a noble Mind) began 
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Clitiphon, Baſilins Siſter's Son by Kalander ; his Armour was guilt with 


Gold, but had been ſo much us'd that it reſembled a Mixture of glit- 


tering Sand and Gravel lying under a clear purling Rivulet; his Device 
he had put in the Picture he defended, and was an Ermelin ; the Mot- 
to, Clear though ſpotted. Tn that Armour (ſince he parted from Queen 
Helen, who would not longer ſuffer his Preſence, when ſhe found him 
begin to entertain her with Words of Paſſion) he had perform'd ſuch 
Wonders, as he went in ſearch of his two Friends 'Palladins and Dai. 
phantus, that though his Beaver had been down, the Hack in his Hel- 
mit would have plainly ſhow'd who he was. But Baſilius, though he 
had brought him up in his Court, would not ſeem to know him; but 
pleaſed to be a Witneſs of his Actions, of whom he had hentd ſuch 
Wonders, he commanded the Trumpets to ſound; and che two Knights 
obeying the Summons, they perform'd their Courſes, breaking their 
ſix Stayes with ſo much Skill in the Hitting, and Gracefulneſs in the 
Manner, that it was a Difficulty to determine which overcame ; but at 


length Bafilius gave Sentence againſt Clitiphon, becauſe Phelivtne had 
broke more Staves upon the Head, and that once C/i7;phon had re- 


ceivd ſuch a Blow, that he dropp'd the Reins of his Horſe, and his 


Head well-nigh touch'd the Crupper : But Clitiphon was ſo enrag'd at 


the Determination, wherein he thought he had been wronged, that 
omitting his Duty to his Prince and Uncle, he ſuddenly left the 
Field, and went in ſearch of them, whom he had juſt unknowingly 
avoided ; and left the Contention to the next Comer: 


Who appear'd in about two Hours after, and was more obſery'd thatf 


all the reſt, becauſe he had nothing about him worth Obſeryation ; he 


had neither Picture or Device; his Armour of ſo old a Faſhion, be- 
ſides cover d o'er with Ruſt, that it might very well paſs for a Monu- 


ment of his Anceſtors Courage ; about his Waſte he wore, inſtead of 


Baſes, a long Silk Cloak, which became him as ill as the Reſt of his 
Armour: In ſhott, all that look'd on beſpoke his Doom to be thrown 
the firſt Courſe, ſince he had to deal with one who had overcome ſo 
many more promiſing Appearances: He walk'd on, ſeemingly negli- 
gent what Verdict they paſſed on him, rowards the Shield, and with a 
ſober Air ſtruck at it; but as his Sword fell upon it, another Knight 
all in black came buſtling in, and ſtruck the Shield almoſt as ſoon as 
he; and with ſo violent a Force, that it gave way and broke in two: 
The Ill-accouter'd Knight, (for that Name the Spectators had given to 
him) that came firſt, was ſo angry at this rude Piece of Violence, 
which he thought the other had offer d to him, that he hit him ſuch a 
Blow, as every one ſaid did well become ſo rude an Arm; which the 
other anſwering in the ſame Manner, the Launces were oblig d to give 
Place to the Swords. 


Bus 


But Phalantus, enrag d at the Jefacing of his Shield, fell upon the 
black Knight ; and with the Pomel of his Sword, made his Eyes give 
Proof they had ſome Fire; which Inſult immediately was return'd, not 
only by the black, hut the ill-accouter'd Knight; who diſdaining 
another ſhould enter into his Quarrel, they all three began to fight, 
each of them having two Adverſaries, one ſtriking him who ſtruck 
the Third, and revenging that Blow on him, which perhaps he had 


receiv d of the other: But Baſilius himſelf came to part them, the He- 


rald not having Authority ſufficient to ſtay their Paſſion. 


But Cer he could determine between them, came in another halring 


on Foot, crying aloud for Juſtice to Baſilius, againſt the ſable Knight, 
for violently wreſting from him the Picture of Pamela, which 
he had gotten in a little Tabler cover'd with Silk, and faſten'd to 
his Helmit, deſigning (not being in Poſſeſſion of a bigger) to oppoſe 
that Miniature of Beauty againſt Arteſia s, not doubting but the Ex- 
cellency of it would ſoon outſhine the other large one, as the ſmal- 
leſt Star will ſometimes appear much brighter than any in the Firma- 
ment; and that by the Way he was overtaken by the black Knight, 
who had, as he ſaid, robb'd him of it: This by his Account ſeem'd 


a grievous Injury ; but when the Matter came to be examin'd, it was 
prov'd, that the halting Knight meeting the other, asked the Cauſe of 


his taking that Way, who anſwer'd, he was going to defend Pamela's 
diviner Beauty againſt Arteſia s; upon this, the halting Knight, haugh- 
tily commanded him to leave char Cauſe to him, who was only wor- 
thy of it; the other, not underſtanding ſuch arrogant Language, ſtruck 
him, and in the Fray he had got a Halting and loſt his Picture. Ba- 
{ins having this Information, told the limping Knight, he thought it 
much properet for him to retrieve his own Hurt than Pamela 's Pic- 
ture, and ſent him to receive Redreſs at the Hands of « Aieulapins : 
When he was gone, the Queſtion roſe which ſhould run the firſt of 


the other Two againſt Phalantus? The fable Knight urg d, that he 


ought to have the Preference, as being pofleſs'd of a Picture; and the 
other, who by his well-defending himſelf, had gotten the Reputation 
of being a ſturdy Lout, pleaded his firſt ſtriking of the Shield: So ar 
length they concluded he ſhould have the Preference, if he could de- 
liver the Repreſentation of his Miſtreſs to Phalantus, who demanding 
it of him: Certainly, anſwer'd he, the moſt lively Figure of her is in 
my Heart; but as che View of that is inacceſſible, the moſt keen Com- 
pariſon T can make of her, is the Sun's Glory attended with all the 
leſſer heavenly Beauties; but becauſe every vulgar Eye may not be 
Judge enough of Beauty ro find her ont by this Similitude, know, 
that I defend the ſame Lady, whoſe glorious Image Phibilus, feebly 
indeed! ingloriouſly loſt Veſternight: Theſe ſhall be che Terms; if 


you overcome, (which if Experietice had not prov'd, I ſhould have 
thought 
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88 = Philip Sidney's ARCADI As 


thought impoſſible in ſuch a Cauſe) I will become your Slave to wait | 
upon Arteſia's Triumph, and be Bearer of that heavenly Pourtraiture. 
Phalantus very willingly agreed to theſe Terms; and the Trumpets 


ſounding, they addreſs d themſelves to the Tryal. 


The ill-accouter'd Knight choſe out the largeſt Staves the Store 
afforded; and at the firſt Courſe, gave Phalantus ſo brisk a Stroke 
a-croſs the Head, as almoſt put him paſt the Senſe of it, himſelf re- 
ceiving the Encounter without the leaſt extraordinary Emotion; and 
at the ſecond Courſe, he puſh'd ſo hardly at him, that Phalantus be- 
ing too perfect a Horſeman to quit the Saddle, the Girts broke, and 
both him and the Saddle were driven from the Horſe's Back. Phalan- 
tus, beſides the Fall, was ſtunn'd with Anger and Amazement, that 


| having arriv'd victorious to the laſt of his promis'd Enterprizes, a Di. 


grace ſhould then befall him which he had never prov d before. 


The Victory being by the Judges given, and the Trumpets witneſ- 
ſing to the ill-accouter'd Knight; Phalantus, inſtead of receiving 
Comfort at the Hands of Arteſia, met a freſh Aggravation ; for ſhe 
with a ſcornful Air told him, that this was what ſhe at firſt expected 


from him, and was diſappointed when it happen'd otherways: But he 


excuſing himſelf, would have turn'd the Defeat upon his ill Fortune; 
why then, faid ſhe, turning from him, Let the Loſs of me compleat it, 


No, Madam, briskly reply d Phalantus, that ne'er can be; for ſurely 
the Loſs of a Lady ſo indifferent to me, may juſtly be eſteem d a 
Gain. She made him no Reply to this ſharp Anſwer; but haſted 
from him with Eyes full of Scorn. Baſilius was highly diverted to ſee 
the Paſſion of theſe two young Folks, which was introduc'd with fo 
much Pomp, return with ſuch real Proofs of Indifference : But Pha- 
lantus (after paying his Acknowledgments to Baſilius for the Favour 
he had done him, in intermitting for ſome Time, upon his Account, 


his Purpoſe of Retirement) did yet ſo far command himſelf, as to con- 


duct Arteſia to Cerropia's Caſtle, whither ſhe defir'd to go; but vow- 
ing in his Heart, that he would ne'er more be ſubject, either to a real 


or counterfeited Paſſion, They being all diſmiſs d, the black Knight 


alſo went in the Train, heavily repining that he had not an Opportu- 
nity of winning the Honour for Pamela, as he firmly flatter d himſelf 
he ſhould have done: But Baſilius, calling to him the ill-accourer'd 
Knight, begg'd him to favour him a little with his Stay, having in- 
wardly a Deſire to ſhew him to Zelmane; which he immediately com- 
ply'd with; and pulling off his Helmit, ſurpriz'd them with knowing 
it was her in that Diſguiſe; telling them, that in the Morning, lock- 
ing her Door to prevent Enquiry, while they were buſy at the Sport, 


| the had ſtolen a Horſe out of the Prince's Stable, which was about a 


Mile from the Lodge; and borrowing that ſcrub Armour, not knowing 
| where 


5 
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F 


where to be accommodated with a better, had come upon the Spur, 
to redeem Philoclea's Picture; which belonging to the Company of 
their little Wilderneſs, ſhe could not bear ſhould remain in Captivity, 
if the Art ſhe had learn'd in her Country of the noble Amazons could 
any way deliver it: This Declaration at one Inſtant raiſed the Blood 
in Philoclea's Cheeks, and ſent it from Gynecia's ; but the reſt of the 
Company was ſo taken up with Wonder and Admiration at the Cou- 
rage of Zelmane, that their different Agitations paſs'd unobſery'd, every 
one thinking themſelves honour'd in paying their Complements to ſo 
wondrous a Creature, whom hourly they ſtrove to entertain with ſome 
new Diverſion ; for which Purpoſe, Baſuius had order'd, in a Houſe 
not far off, all Sorts of Servants to attend their Call. 


Many Days paſs'd, amus'd in the uſual Manner while Zelmane was 
ſtill upon the Watch, like one that had gain'd a Tree, waiting an Op- 
portunity to ſhoot; and Gynecra, like an unfair Blancher, keeping 
from him the moſt valuable Deer. Bur the Time drawing near, wherein, 
according to an appointed Courſe, the Shepherds were to aſſemble and 
perform their Paſtoral Sports before Baſilius, Zelmane fearing leaſt the 
Concourſe of People coming ſeveral Ways, ſome over-curious Eye might 
diſcover Mujidorus, went out to ſeek him and caution him againſt it. 


But cer ſhe could reach the Arbour, ſhe ſaw walking 22M her a 
Man in Shepherd's Weeds; who, being in Sight of the Lodge, ſeemd 
as he was allow'd the Freedom of the Place: He had on him a long 
Cloak, caſt under his Right Arm, wherein he held a Sheep hook, ſo 

finely wrought, that it gave a Beauty to that Badge of Poverty; his 
Attire, though mean, recciv'd a Value from the graceful Deportment 
of the Wearer; he walk'd ſlowly on, with an Air of Languiſhment 

his Eyes ſometimes caſt up to Heaven, as if he meant to borrow 
Fortitude from thence; and then ſuddenly thrown down again to 
Earth, as if he thought it too weak to bear the Burthen of his Sor- 
rows: At length, claiming the Protection of ir, he laid him down, 
and in a mournful moving Strain, addreſs'd himſelf to ſing; and 
having ended a few Couplets, ſtriking himſelf earneſtly upon the 
Breaſt, O! miſerable Wretch, cry'd he, into what Intricacies will 
fatal Love and thy evil Deſtinies hurry thee! Zelmane was now 
come within hearing, and the Voice made her haſten to come up to 
him; which ſhe had no ſooner done, but ſhe found it was her Mul 
dorus laid in that complaining Manner: Greatly ſurpriz d, ſhe ask'd 
him whether the Goddeſs of thoſe Woods had a Power of transform- 
ing every one that enter'd therein; or whether (as in all other Under- 
takings he was wont to do) he meant only to equal her by this new 
Metamorphis? Alaſs, cry'd Muſidorus, what ſhall T anſwer you; or 
how deny, what fainer than my Life I would reveal? Take then, O 


take the mighty Secret before I ſwell to burſting : Know then, J love, 
ö even 
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go Hr Philip Sidney's ARC A DIA, 


even to Madneſs, Deſpair, and Death: O my Zelmane ! I now have 
too faral an Aſſurance, that whoe'er reſiſts irs almighty Power, muſt 
either never be poſleſs'd, or looſe the Power of diſtinguiſhing: How 
can a Man withſtand the very Purpoſe of Creation? By Love we are 
form'd, and for that only made: The Beaſts alone are inſenſible of 
Beaury' s Influence; and ſure they juſtly may be inroll'd among that 
Number, who pay not Homage to it. Not the ſincere Friendſhip Zel- 
mane held for Muſidorus, nor the Piry her Experience of the ſame 
Caſe rais'd in her, could make her reſiſt a little rriumphing over him, 
and puniſhing of him for thoſe wiſe Invectives he had lately made 
apainſt the Folly of that Paſſion : Therefore ſmiling at him, Heigh- 
day, ſays ſhe, my deareſt Couſin, whence proceeds this unaccounta- 
ble Change, that you, who but a few Days ago were ſo high in your 
Orations againſt Love and its Votaries, ſhould now defcend to be 
one of its Advocates? You muſt too remember, that Love is a Paſſi- 
on, and a baſe and ſordid one; and that 'a worthy Man's Reaſon 
ought always to bear Authority over it. J recant, haſtily interrupred 
Mufidorus, all I then ſaid; and falling proſtrate on the Earth, O thou 
celeſtial or infernal Spirit of Love, cry'd he, or what other heavenly 
or helliſh Title is thy proper Due, (for thou diffuſeth the Effects of 
both in me) have Mercy on me; and let thy Glory be as great in para 

doning thoſe who ſubmit to thy almighty Power, as in conquering 
them who rebel againſt it. Well, ſaid Zelmane, T underſtand you; 
you are making an Interlude of my Misfortunes, and take this Me- 
thod of counterfeiting thoſe Paſſions J am unhappily poſſeſs'd of, or ra- 
ther that are poſſeſs'd of me, more effectually to ſhew me the Defor- 
mity of them; but take good heed, and remember that theſe Kind of 
ſevere Jeſts are very often repaid with earneſt. Let me conjure you, 
cry'd Muſidorus, claſping his Hand, by the Truth of our paſt Friend- 
ſhip, which if J am not confirm'd miſerable, you yet remember, and 
by thoſe ſecret Fires which alſo hourly conſume your Heart, make 
not a Jeſt of theſe fatal Agonies, which rend my Heart and pierce my 
very Soul. Maſidorus deliver d theſe Words with ſuch an Earneſtneſs 
and Sound of Paſſion, that Zelmane was ſoon convincd he had con- 
ceiv'd a real one; and now his Jealouſy was fir d, being more than half 
aſſurd that Phzloclea was the Author of this ſudden Alteration, natu- 
rally judging, that the ſame Power which ſubdued his Heart, could on- 
ly conquer others; and being unable to bear the cruel Uncertainty, he 
begg'd of Muſidorus to inform him what excelling Fair it was that 
could boaſt the mighty Power of making him a Convert? Muſidorus 
ſoon gueſs'd the Reaſon of his earneſt Enquiry; and therefore to caſe 
the Labour of his Friend's Doubts, with as much Precipitation as the 
Perplexity of his Paſſion would permit, he thus proceeded: 


The Day, ſaid he, I a with you, I went determin d to return 


to a little Town from whence I wandred hither ; but my Horſe was 
before 
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before ſo tit d, that I found it would: ſcarce bear me that little Mile; 
and growing very dark, I purſu'd the Light of a Candle, which J ſaw 
the Glimmering of ar a Diſtance; and which brought me to the Houſe. 
of the young Shepherd Menalcas. He ſeeing a Stranger, and thinking me 
in ſome Diſtreſs, poſſeſs'd with the right honeſt Hoſpitality, which 
ſeems to inhabit in every Arcadian Breaſt, gave me a hearty Enter- 
tainment; and talking with him, I learn'd more particularly the Man- 


ner of his Country, than I had before known from Kalander's Ac- 


count; and being pleas'd with the ſprightly Converſation of Menalcas, 
T agreed with him to ſtay for a-while in private at his Houſe ; firſt 
binding him to a Promiſe of Secrecy, which he aſſur'd me of: And 

from thence I often repair'd to your Arbour; where one N ight, O that 
it had been blotted from the Vear, or elle for ever laſted! you pre- 
ſented to my View that heavenly Creature, who in a finite Compaſs 
can incloſe an Infinity of Charms. Zelmane was all this Time upon 
the ſevereſt Rack of Jealouſy ; but Muſidorus proceeded, As J was ly- 
ing, continu'd he, cloſe for fear of a Diſcovery, thinking of your un- 
happy Caſe, and bewailing it to myſelf; how, ſaid IJ, molt noble y- 
rocles, art thou inchanted? How are thy Virtues lull'd, and the Uſe of 
thy once bright Reaſon ruſted? J am ſenſible that T once was much in- 
feriour to thee in every Thing ; and yer, I think, the Combination of 


Earth and Heaven could not make me ſubmit to ſuch a mean Captivity. 


I had ſcarce finiſh'd my wiſe Sentence, when you with the Ladies ap- 
proach'd, and came near enough the Bower for me to take a diſtinct 
View of them; at which Sight the Words I had juſt ſpoken ſeem'd to 
_ rebound and {trike againſt my very Soul, at leaſt I felt the ſmarting 
Sting of Remorſe for having utter'd them. That Sight, haſtily inter- 
rupted Pyrocles, unable to hear him longer, confirms you a=— Hold, 
cry'd Muſidorus, I know your Fears, baniſh them all; it was, it is, 
and could be only the divine Pamela's Charms that in a Moment 
could fruſtrate all my boaſted Reſolutions. Then all is well, reply'd 
Zelmane ; proceed my deareſt Muſidorus, T am impatient to hear you 
out, I will not, continued he, impute my Overthrow to the late re- 
tir'd Life I have led, which ever prepares the Mind for ſoft Impreſ- 
ſions; nor to the often reflecting on your Caſe, though that firſt 
brought the Thought of Love into my Mind, which before J eſteem d 
below my Conſideration; nor to the Power of Venus, or Cupid's juſt 


Revenge; but attribute it all to her, who is the Goddeſs againſt whoſe 


Power the Grave can be my only Refuge : The firſt Moment my Eyes 
beheld her, they receiv'd a fatal Wound ; bur like the helpleſs Inno- 


cent, who ſtruck by a ſharp Inſtrument, forwards the Blow by pirch-. 


ing himſelf further upon its Point, ſo IJ adventurd to take a ſecond 
View, endeavouring to perſwade my Eyes they were deceiv'd; but 
too plain I found, that even a yielding Heart confeſſes Love its Mo- 
narch, but a reſiſting one finds him a cruel Tyrant: The more with 
Arguments I ſtrove to move the Stake, the more firmly J rooted it in 


the 
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92 Fr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 
the Ground of my Aſſections. But how abſurd is it in me to attempt 
deſcribing the Cauſes of my Love, which is as vain an Undertaking 


juſtly to perform, as it would be to meaſure the Expanſe of Heaven; 
let this expreſſive Word alone ſuffice, I Love. 


And for one Proof of it, know it was I that came in black Armour, 
intending to defend Pamela's Picture ; but as you already know, was 
by you prevented: So I that only waited to be an Inſtrument of Help 
to you, do now myſelf moſt need Aſſiſtance. But for what Reaſon, 
ſaid Zelmane, have you put on this Dreſs? That, reply'd Muſidorus, 
was one of the chief Things I was going to tell you, but again forgot 
it, ſo little am T Maſter of my own Thoughts: But this is the Occa- 
fon of it; Being return d to Menelcas's Houſe, raging with Love, and 
burning with Deſire ; after a little fainting under the mighty Weight, 
I rouz'd up my Courage, reſolving to employ my Wit to try at leaſt 
to find ſome Remedy e'er I yielded myſelf a Victim; at laſt this Stra- 
tagem offer d its ſelf to my Invention: I went to Mentlcas, and told 
him, that the honeſt Courteſy J had receivd from him, and the Opi- 
nion J had conceiv'd of his faithful Integrity, inclin d me to truſt him 


with my Story, and implore his Aſſiſtance ; that T was born a Gentle- 


man of Theſſalia, but having unfortunately in a Duel kill d a Favourite 
of the Prince of that Country, his Rage againſt me was ſo inſatiable, 
and he purſu'd me ſo cruelly, that there was no Place in his Domini. 
ons I dare truſt my ſelf in, leaſt either through Fayour or Corruptions, 
they ſhould be prevail'd upon to deliver me up; and therefore I was de- 
rermin'd, at leaſt 'rill the Fury of my Perſecutors had in ſome Meaſure 
ſpent its Force, to diſguiſe myſelf among the Shepherds of Arcadia, 
and if it were poſſible, contrive to be of the Number that were al- 
low'd the Prince's Preſence, that if the worſt ſhould happen, and my 
Enemies ſhould diſcover me, the Prince's Knowledge of me might in- 
cline him to grant me his Protection: The honeſt Shepherd was great- 
ly moy'd at my fad Tale, which my Face, grown languid with Heart- 
wounding Torments, help'd to make him credit; ſo that (giving him a 
Gratuity) he let me have his Raiment, inſlruQing me in every Parti- 
cular how I ſhould behave. But notwithſtanding the Appearance he 
bore of Honeſty, T was unwilling to truſt him with my Life, and the 
Source of it; and therefore hired him ro go into Theſ/alia to deliver 


a Letter to a near Friend of mine, conjuring him to be as ſpeedy as 


poſſible in returning with the Anſwer ; for that it ſtood me in great 
ſtead, ro be inform'd whether ſome of my particular Friends had any 
remaining Intereſt at Court; that if they had, T might ſue to them to 
bring about my Reconcilement. | Menalcas very willingly took my 


Letter; which being ſecurely ſeal'd, contain'd indeed far other Matter 


than he imagin d; for IJ had wrote to my truſty Servant Calodoulus, 
(whom you well know) that as ſoon as he receiy'd that Letter, he 
ſhould confine the Bearer of it cloſe Priſoner, not ſuffering him to con- 

verſe 
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verſe =TY any one 'till he ſhould have my farther Orders; but bating 
his Confinement, he ſhould in every other Reſpect uſe him as my moſt 


valued Friend. 


On this Errand is Menalcas gone, and J remaining here transform'd 
to a poor Shepherd; bur prouder of this Eſtate, than being Maſter of 
a Kingdom: So true it is that the higheſt Aim of humane Things 
is to further the Mind's Content, with which the meaneſt Life is va- 


| luable, and without it the moſt exalted one intolerable. I have cho- 


ſen this Day to appear in, becauſe, as Menalcas has inform d me, it 
is the Time when the other Shepherds are call'd to perform their Pa- 


ſtorals before Baſilius, hoping that your Intereſt will get me allow'd 


amongſt them. You may depend, anſwer'd Zelmane, on all my Pow- 


er; but I think the beſt way would be to gain Dametas, whoſe blunt 


Benin has at laſt found that the Prince pays me ſome particular Re- 
gards; and as is the Nature of a groſs Capacity to ſink into the moſt 
ſervile Flattery where they once have their Intereſt in View; ſo the 


ſturdy Clown begins to pay me more awkward Civilities than I can 


well diſpenſe with; and 1 deſpair not of working him to your Pur- 
poſes. O Heavens, cry'd Muſidorus, to what are we reſeryvd! and 


how are we degenerated! that from the ſtraight and open Path of Vir- 


tue's Ways, we writhe along theſe crooked Windings ; but, O! al- 
mighty Love, tis thy Command, and thee, thee only, we obey ; 
thou can ſt with arbitrary Sway impoſe upon us whate er thou pleaſeſt, 


changing our Names, diſguiſing our Appearance, and disfiguring our 


very Minds: But ſurely thou haſt ſome Reaſon on thy Side; for though 
the Ways thou makeſt us paſs be eer ſo foul and tireſome, vet me 
JOY. End is moſt fair and honourable. 


No more, my deareſt Muſidorus Cery'd Zelmaiic) of theſe ill. timed Re: 
flections, for here comes Dametas ; who immediately appear'd, with a 


Sword by his Side, a Foreſt Bill on his Neck, and a Choping Knife 


under his Girdle; in which defenſive Manner he had gone ever ſince 
the Fright Zelmane had put him in: But he no ſooner ſaw her, but in 
a ſſovenly Manner, with his Hands and Arms he made her ſuch a Re- 
verence, as would have made a Man almoſt forſwear Good-manners ; 


and told her that Baſilius deſir d her Company to walk down to the 


Place, where that Day the Shepherds were to perform their Paſtorals. 


But when he ſpy'd Muſidorus, and ſaw he was none of the Shep- 
herds who had Privilege to be in that Place, he had a good Will to mut- 
ter our ſome Threats, but that his Fear curb'd him; yer ſtaring at him 
and champing, as he would chew the Cud, he gave Mus dorus an Oppor- 
tunity to approach him, and inform him the feign'd Story of his Life: 
Telling him that he was a younger Brother to the Shepherd Meralcas ; 
his Name Dorus; ſent by his Father in his tender Age to Athens, that 
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he might be inſtructed in ſomething particular to render his Performances 
more pleaſing to the Prince; and that his Father dying, his Brother Me- 
nalcas coming thither to fetch him Home, died alſo; but in his Sickneſs 
he had given him ſtrict Charge to go and ſeek the Service of Dame tas, 
and in every Thing to be wholly govern'd by him, as one in whoſe 
Judgment and Integrity the Prince placed a more particular Confi- 
dence. To inforce the Truth of what he had ſpoken, he preſented Da- 
metas with a good round Sum in new coin'd Gold, which he faid Me- 
nalcas had bequeath'd to him, upon Condition that he would receive 
into his Care his poor friendleſs Brother, that he might daily improve 
by his Example both his Mind and Manners: Theſe, ſays he, (wiping 
his Eyes) were ſome of his laſt Words. Dametas, who of all Sorts 
of Stile, beſt underſtood the golden Eloquence, and being highly 
pleas'd with thoſe Praiſes Muſidorus had beſtow'd on him, was much 
inclin'd to a compliance; but in Conſideration of the Authority he bore, 
and the great Charge he had of the Princeſs Pamela, he thought it 
proper ſeemingly to ſtand off; but the ſhining Oratory of the Gold, 

added to the Perſwaſion of Zelmane, who ſaid ſhe thought it great 
Pity ſo likely a young Man ſhould not be placed with ſo good a Ma- 
ſter, ſo worked upon him, that in the End he agreed to entertain him, 
provided he could that Day behave himſelf enough to the Liking of 
Baſilias, to gain his Leave to receive him into his Service. 
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Upon this they went altogether to the Lodge, where Gynecia and 
her Daughters waited Zelmane's Coming to conduct her to the Field. 
As they went, Dametas ſpoke of Dorus, and deſir d he might be ac- 
cepted that Day in the Room of his Brother Menalcas. Baſilius ſtay- 
ed behind to bring the Shepherds, encouraging them all the Way, that T1 
they might the more exert themſelves and pleaſe Zelmane, for whom M 
alone his Care was all employ'd. In the mean Time, the other beau- 
tcous Judges reach'd the Field appointed for the Rural Paſtimes, which 
in itfelf was one continued Scene of Pleaſure and Delight; through the 
Midſt of, it ran a clear murmuring Brook, which with its Azure Streams 
tempted the Eyes to gaze upon it; and yet the purling Noiſe it made 
upon the pretty Pebbles it ran over, inclin'd them to repoſe : The Field 
was blown in ſome Places with blooming Roſes, while the other Parts 
preſervd a lively Green; the Roſes caſt ſuch a Reflection o'er it, as it 
had bluſh'd at the Diſcovery of its Beauties; round it (as if deſign'd 

| to incloſe a Theatre) were planted all Sorts of Trees, remarkable ei- 
ther for Excellence of Fruit, ſuperior Height, continual Greenneſs, or 
in ſhort whatever the Inventions of the Poets have made famous : In 
moſt of them there had been fram'd by the niceſt Art moſt pleaſant 
Arbours, which anſwering to one another, became a lofty Gallery from 
Tree to Trec, almoſt quite round the Place, and gave below it an 
agreeable Shade, which was then a timely Refuge from the fiery 
Looks Jo dartcd on them. „ | | 
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In this Place, while Gynecia walk'd penſive a little Diſtance fron 
them, Zelmane and the two Princeſſes ſat them down, asking a Thou- 
ſand little Queſtions of the Shepherd Dorus; who (keeping his Eye 
Nill fix d upon Pamela) anſwer'd with ſuch a crembling Voice and con- 
fus'd Countenance, and ſometimes ſo wide of the Queſtion, that it oc- 
caſion d much Mirth for the young Ladies, who thought his want of 
Education occaſion'd his uncommon Timerity in Company: But Zel- 
mane {aw in him the Reflection of her own Miſery ; and taking the fair 
Hand of Philoclea, and printing it with burning Kiſles, O Love, ſays ſhe, 
how comes it, that ſince thou art ſo variable in Mens Eſtates, thou arc 
ſo conſtant in their Torments. She had ſcarce finiſh'd theſe Words, when 
ſuddenly there ruſh'd out of the Wood a monſtrous Lion, with a She 
Bear, hardly leſs fierce, juſt by him; which as they gueſs'd, having 
been hunted in ſome diſtant Foreſt, had by Accident ſtray d thither ; 
for before, thoſe kind of Beaſts had ne'er been ſeen in any of thoſe 
Parts: Upon this Accident the Countenance of the two Lovers great- 
ly chang d, though it was eaſy to ſee it was not the Care of them- 
ſelves occaſion'd ic; and it rather rouz'd than diſmay'd their Courage : 
The Moment Philoclea ſaw the Lion, obeying the Dictates of Fear, 


| ſhe leapt nimbly up, and flew towards the Lodge as ſwift as her ſlen- 


der Legs could carry her; while Dorus drew Pamela behind a Tree, 
where ſhe ſtood trembling like the fearful Patridge, juſt ready to be 
ſeiz d on by the bloody Hawk: But the Lion ſeeing Philoclea run 
away, purſued her with all his Might; and was juſt ready to make 
his Prey on the helpleſs Innocent, when Zelmane wing d with her 
Danger, and negligent of his own Safety, all the Elements in him 
being rurn'd to Fire, flew upon the Lion, and gave him ſuch a Blow 
upon the Chine, that it open d all his Body; at the Smart, the vio- 
lent Beaſt leſt his Purſuir, and turning upon Zelman? with open 
Jaws, ſhe gave him ſuch a Thruſt through the Breaſt, that all the Lion 
could do in return, was with his Paw to give him a little Scratch up- 
on his Arm, and tear off his Sleeve and Mantle, his laſt Gaſp prevent- 
ing him from doing further Miſchief ; and forcing him to lay his Life a 
Sacrifice at Zelmane's Feet, who kneeling down cut off his Head to car- 

it a Preſent to his Philoclea; who all this while not knowing what 
was done behind, and not daring to look back, kept on her Courſe 
with as much Swiftneſs as Arethuſa when ſhe fled from Alpheus; her 
looſe Robes as ſhe ran, were fanned up and down by the Wind, and 
unknowingly to her diſcoyer'd ſome of thoſe killing Beauties which 
willingly ſhe would have conceal'd, and which made Zelmane not fol- 
low her over haſtily, for fear of being depriv'd of that inchanting 
Sight; but carrying the Lion's Head in her Hand, did nor overtake 
her till they reach'd the Preſence of Baſilius; and in a Moment fol- 
low'd Gynecia, who had been wrap'd up in ſuch a profound Maze of 


Thought, that Ze/mane was engag d and had overcome the Lion be- 
fore 
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fore ſhe knew of its being there: But when irs Head was off, as Zel. 
mane follow'd Fhileclea, ſo ſhe could not reſiſt following him; ſo that 


it was a pretty Chaſe to ſee Philoclea run with ſuch Fear as if ſhe felt 
the Lion's inſatiate Jaws, Zelmane purſue her with the moſt eager 
and unbounded Pleaſure, and Gynecia with Wings of Love purſuing 
him: But now being all come before Baſilius, who was amaz d at the 
Sight, Fear having taken ſuch deep Poſſeſſion in Philoclta, that her 
frighred Blood had not yet remounted to her alabaſter Cheeks, Zel- 
ane kneeling down, preſented her the Lion's Head; Bchold Madam, 
faid ſhe, the Fangen of that unnatural Beaſt, who contrary to his 
royal Kind, would have injur'd a Princeſs's Blood, and with traiterous 
Eyes durſt rebel againſt that Heaven of Beauty. Happy was it for 
me, anſwer'd ſhe bluſhing, for Fear had by this Time given way to 
its Repreſentative, Baſhfulneſs,; that ſuch an invincible Amazon as you 


was there to correct his Violence. The good Fortune, reply'd ſhe, 


Madam is owing to your own Charms, which has Power to ſtrengthen 
the weakeſt Arm. Phzloclea then told her Father all that had happen'd ; 
but as in her Story ſhe directed her Eyes, as oft ſhe did, towards 
Zelmane, ſhe petceiv'd ſome Drops of Blood upon his Shoulder; at 
which ſtarting, her own again reſign d her beauteous Cheeks to Pale- 
neſs, and went to tell her Heart the unwelcome Meſſage; and ſhewing 
it to her Father and Mother, who like a fondling Nurſe, that with 
kiſſing and blandiſhing her darling Infant, beguiles the Time, and for- 
gets to give it its needful Food; ſo they with the Delight they took in 
beholding and praiſing their as much loy'd Zelmane, had forgot to en- 
quire whether ſhe wanted Help: But the Moment they found ſhe did, 

they both run to her as eagerly as two fond Parents to an only Child, 

whom they had given for loft and found again. Though Zelmane af: 
ſur'd them the Wound was fo trifling, it could hardly be call'd one, yet 
Eynecia would fee it, having great Skill in Chirurgery ; an Art in thoſe 
Days which even the Ladies much delighted in, becauſe it harden'd 
them to a virtuous Courage; and Cowardice was what they moſt ab- 
horr'd : But their looking upon the Wound, more increas'd Zelmane's 
inward Smart, than heal'd the outward ; for ſometimes he could feel 
the Thrills of Philocleas Touches, as ſhe helpd her Mother, pierce 
through every Vein, and even reach'd his Soul: Though Cynecia found 
the Scratch was but ſlight, yet ſhe would needs apply a precious Balm 
to it, that had Power to heal a far more dangerous Wound. 


When they had taken this Care of Zelmane, they began to enquire 
what was become of Pamela; and Zelmane remembring her Friend 
Varus, was running back to look after them; when they ſaw Pamela 
coming between Dorus and Dametas, having in her Hand the Paw of a 
Bear, which the Shepherd Dorus had preſented to her, begging her to 
accept it as belonging to a Beaſt, who, though it merited and receiv'd 


Death for a Puniſhment of its Preſumption, yet could not but be ad- 


mir'd 
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mir'd for its Cunning in making ſuch a Choice. Dametas for his Part 
came piping and dancing for Joy, to find himſelf in a whole Skin; and 
when he came within hearing of Baſilius, could not forbear howling 
out a Song of their Succeſs. Being all come together, and deſirous to 
know the Means of each other's Safety, Pamela's noble Heart, loaden 
with Gratitude, was impatient to make known the Valour of her De- 

liverer; and addreſſing herſelf to her Mother, As ſoon, ſays ſhe, as 
you all had left me, and the Lion ran that Way, I thought myſelf in 
Safety, and was employing my whole Concern for you, when on a 
ſudden there came out of the ſame Wood a horrible foul Bear; which, 
I ſuppoſe, fearing to ſhew itſelf while the Lioa was preſent, the Mo- 
ment he was gone ran furiouſly towards the Place where I went for 
Refuge, having none left with me but this young Shepherd, IJ imme- 
diately, not thro' Wiſdom, which they ſince attribute to me, but thro? 
Fear, fell down flat on my Face, that being, they ſay, the only Refuge 
againſt theſe Kind of Creatures ; and indeed T had no Occaſion to coun- 


terfeit, for with the extreme Fright I was very near embracing the 


cold God; but this young Shepherd (with, I think, a more than hu- 
mane Courage) putting himſelf before the Place where I lay, ſo man- 


fully behav'd, with no other Weapon but what you now ſee in his Hand, 


that when my Senſes had almoſt reach d CHaron's Ferry, he preſented 
me his bloody Knife in Sign of Victory. Pray, ſaid Zelmane, ſpeaking 
to Dorus, whoſe Courage ſhe was willing ſhould be manifeſted, in what 
Manner could you atchieve this wonderous Enterprize with fo ſmall 
a Weapon? Moſt noble Lady, reply'd Dorus, the Manner of theſe 
Beaſts fighting with humane Creatures, is ſtanding up upon their hin- 
der Feet, and that Poſture did this Creature take; and being ready to 
give me my laſt Embrace, I believe the God Pan (ever mindful to 
_ preſerve Arcadia's Bleſſing) guided my Hand directly to the Heart of 
the Beaſt, and at one Blow deſtroy'd her Power of touching me; and 
what is eſteem'd the only Bleſſing in her Defeat, prevented her from 
furcher frighting or injuring the Princeſs : For myſelf, Jam rather with 
all ſubmiſſive Humbleneſs to pay my Acknowledgments to that Excel- 
| lence, which inſpir d my Hand to guard my Life, than to receive 
Thanks for a Deed which was wholly owing to that Dury her Pre- 
ſence alone could have rais'd in me: As he ſpoke theſe Words, he had 
ſome Difficulty to keep the Affection within Bounds, that ſpighr of him- 
ſelf flowed into his Eyes and govern all his Actions. Zelmane, who 
had the ſame Characters writ in her Heart, could caſily decipher them; 
and therefore to heip him turn it off, ſhe deſir'd him to purſue his Story, 
and ler them know how the honeſt Dametas ſcap'd. Nay, faid Pamela, 
that Office will beſt become me, who being ſo much oblig'd to him for 
the Care and Inſtructions he beſtows upon me, ſhould be the moſt re- 
zoiced at his Safety; with that ſhe gave a ſcornful Smile, and lighting 
ha fair Cheeks with a diſdainful Bluſh, When, continu d ſhe, Dorus 


had aſſur'd me that all Danger was paſt, I was, to own the Truth, 
1 abaſh d 
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v8 Sir Philip Sidney ARCADIA, 
abaſh'd to find myſelf alone with the young Swain; and therefore 
looking round me to ſee if I could find any one out, both he and I 
ſoon ſpy'd Dametas, lying with his Head and Breaſt as far as he could 
thruſt himſelf under a Buſh, drawing up his Legs as cloſe as poſſible; 
for like a tender-hearted Creature he took great Piry on himſelf, 
and was fully determin'd not to be a Witneſs of his own Death : When 
Dorus gave him a Pull and bid him pluck up his Courage, we were fo 
long cer we could perſwade him he was not the Bear, that he was 
| Fain to pull him out by the Heels, and ſhew him the Beaſt as dead as 
his own Fear could wiſh it, which you may believe was the moſt joy- 
ful Sight he had ſeen a great while; but then his Courage reviving, he 
took no Compaſſion, but fell upon the poor Beaſt, giving it many a 
manful Wound, and ſwearing by the God Par it was not fir ſuch Beaſts 
ſhould be ſufferd in a well-order'd Nation; and then my wiſe Gover- 
nor was as full of Joy as before of Fear, and skipping and ſinging as 
you now ſee him. Well, well, reply d Baſilius, T have not choſe Dame. 
tas for his Valour or his Wit, but for his blunt honeſt Truth, and in 
chat I am ſure he wont deceive me; and then he would needs repeat to 
Pamela the wonderful Performances of Zelmane, not ſo much to pleaſe 
her Ears with hearing it, as to give himſelf the Pleaſure of relating. 
Gynecia often interrupted him wich her Account, and both of them 
aſcrib'd her ſuch unlimited Praiſes, that it was eaſy to obſerve that 
their Words were ſpoke by the perfect Grammar Rules of Love. Ba- 
/ilius told with what a gallant Air ſhe ran, holding the Lion's Head in 
her Hand, like a ſecond Pallas with the Spoils of Gorgon.  Gynecia 
ſwore ſhe Wore the very Face of the young Hercules, when he deſtroy'd 
the Nemean Lion. The whole Company with a grateful Aſſent con- 
firm'd the Praiſes they had beſtow d, whilſt poor Dorus Performances, 
though equal, lay forgotten. But Zelmane began with freſh Admira- 
tion to ſpeak of him, asking whether it were common in Arcadia for 


Shepherds to perform ſuch notable Exploits? 


Baſilitis (having the Quickneſs of a Lover's Apprehenſion) ſoon 
took the Hint, believing his Miſtreſs meant to give him a ſecret Re- 
proof for not ſhewing more Gratitude to Dorus; and therefore preci- 
pitantly as poſſible he enquir'd of his Eſtate, giving him Promiſes of 
great Rewards, and amongſt the reſt, offering him, if he had a Mind 
ro exerciſe his late prov'd Courage in the Wars, a Poſt of great Truſt 
under his Lieutenant Philanax. But Dorus, whoſe Ambition prompt- 
ed him quite another way, after informing the Prince that he was Bro- 
ther to the Shepherd Menalcas, who ſometimes had the Honour of 
appearing before him; and with his Thanks excuſing himſelf for going 
as a Soldier, by Reaſon of the little Inclination he found that Way, he 
told him that his Brother in his laſt Will, deſir d him to ſerve Da- 
metas; and therefore in Obedience to that Comand, he ſhould think 


his mean Setvice over. rated if by that he might obtain the Favour of 
living 
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living under his Prince's Eye, and yet follow his own choſen Calling, 

Baſilius, pleaſed with the Requeſt, and his handſome Manner of deli- 
vering it, charg d Dametas to receive him into his Houſe, and uſe him 
as his Child, ſaying that his Valour, join'd with Dametas Truth, would 
be a ſure Defence againſt thoſe Miſchiefs, which he ſcrupled not ro ſay 
were threarned to his Daughter Pamela, Dametas, not one Jot out of 
Countenance for all that had been ſaid, perhaps becauſe it could not al- 
ter for the worſe, accepted Dorus as his Servant, telling Baſilius that 


ſome of the Shepherds defird ro know in what Place he would 


ſee their Sports. Baſilius, with an officious Care, enquired whe- 
ther it would not be more needful for Zelmaneè to take ſome Reſt after 
her Fatigue, than fir to hear the Paſtimes; but ſhe, whofe inward 
Wound prevented (her from feeling any outward Pain, begg'd they 
might be forwarded : Upon which Baſilius commanded they ſhould be- 


gin at the Gate of the Lodge, where the Throne being placed as was. 


the ancient Manner, he ſeared Zelmane between him and his Wife, 


who fancied herſelf fix d between a burning Fire and melting Ice; the 


two young Princeſles being placed on either Side of them, they all 
addreſs d their Senſes to attend the Shepherds; but e'cr all of them 
were aſſembled, there came running a Fellow, panting with breathleſs 
Haſte, and falling proſtrate before Baſilius, told him that his Miſtreſs, the 
Lady Cecropia, had ſent him to excuſe the Accident of her Beaſts rang- 
ing in that dangerous Manner, it happening through the Careleſneſs 
of the Keeper, who if he pleaſed ſhe would deliver to a juſt Puniſh- 
ment. Baſilius made no Anſwer, bur that if ſhe had any more ſuch 
Beaſts, he hop'd ſhe would deſtroy them; and telling his Wife and 
Zelmane the Meſſage, that they might not be fearful that thoſe Woods 
| harbour'd ſuch Kind of Creatures, Gynecia revolved the Accident in 
her Mind, greatly ſuſpecting Cecropia had a View in it, having often 


heard how ill a Woman ſhe was ; and that particularly ſhe was ever 


endeayouring to work up her Son Amphialus to aſpire to Baſilius 
Crown, as the next Heir Male; and therefore ſhe thought it not im- 
probable that there was ſomething in the Beaſts getting looſe more 


than Accident: However, ſhe did not reveal her Doubts to any bur her 


Daughters, fearing the common Prepoſſeſſion between Siſters-in-Law 
might be thought to produce them, though they all ſeem'd to wonder 
Baſilius did not enquire further into the Matter; but he, good Man, 
was ſo taken up with his little Commonwealth, that all Matters re- 
lating to any Thing elſe ſeem'd a tireſome Digreſſion. But the Shep- 
herds being all in readineſs, they once more addreſs d themſelves to 


attend the Sports. 


The End of the firſt BOOK. 


Sir 
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Sir PHILIP SIDNEYs 
R CA D I 4. 

MODERNIZ'D 
= By Mrs STANLEY. 
Book Il. : 


> 55 N the Paſtoral Diverſions were many Days employ d, 
=, and ſent with Pleaſure on their Wings to greet their 
flying Predeceſſors; while the poiſonous Draught of 
Love, ſo cagerly ſwallow'd by the royal Company, 
2 had ſearch'd through every Vein, and mortally pier- 
ced even their Hearts vital Warmth. The Venom 
wrankled in their infected Boſoms, and robb'd the 
drouſy Morpheus of his once happy Talent to relieve. The Night, re- 
ſenting its loſt Power of beſtowing the balmy Sweets of Sleep upon 
the reſtleſs Lovers, had bur juſt given Place to the breaking Morn, and 
the Sun ſaluted the Mountain Tops with his returning Beams, when 
the ſad Gynecia, to whoſe diſtracted Mind Reſt had been long a Stran- 
ger, roſe from her uſeleſs Couch, and leaving her thorny Lodging, 
ſought the barren Wilds and waſteful Mountains ; whoſe craggy Rocks 
unevenly rifing up and down, did aptly repreſent the unquiet Motions 
of a deſpairing Heart; where, fitting down upon a moſly Stump, her 
Thoughts began to repreſenc ro her late byaſs'd Judgment the Evils ſhe 
was running headlong into, attended with gnawing Guilt and everlaſt- 
ing Infamy ; the piercing Stings and ſharp Reproaches of her convict. 
ed Conſcience, hourly tormented her. Before this canker'd Evil ſeiz'd 
her Heart, ſhe had been conſcious of many circling Years . pent in the 
Exerciſe of an uninterrupted Virtue, which made the growing LES 
Dd he 
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The had lately harbour'd, appear more horrid and deform' d; ſhe had tos 


fatal an Aſſurance, that the Good which ſhe aſpir d to, could only end 


in Horror and Deſpair ; and to compleat the Sum of her Misfortunes, 


ber Senſes were as quick to know, as tardy to redreſs the Miſeries 


the labour'd under: Her ghaſtly Looks beſpoke the Terrors of her 
troubled Mind, which ſhe continually caſt round, as if ſhe meant to 
ſummon every Power of Heaven and Earth to witneſs to her ſad 
Complainings. At length, caſting her watty Eyes up to the Clouds, 
O Sun! ſaid ſhe, whole pure unſpotted Light directs the Steps of er- 
ring Mortals, why art thou not aſham d to impart thy Brightneſs to 
ſuch a foul unworthy Wretch as me? And O ye Heavens! who con- 
ſtantly keep your alotted Courſe, why cannot any of your kindly 
Influences prevail upon the loſt Gynecia, to purſue that virtuous One 
in which ſhe has hitherto happily guided her wandering Steps! Ye de- 
ſert Mountains, how fit a Gueſt ye entertain in me, ſince out of my 
own Heart proceed Monſters and ravening Beaſts, ſufficient to fill 
your unfrequented Shades! O Virtue, Virtue, where art thou fled ; 
and where haſt thou remoy'd thy much wiſhed Preſence > What hide- 
ous Form is this that interferes and quite eclipſes thy once dazzling 
Brightneſs? Or is it true (as thy Prophaners have long maintain'd) 


that thou art but a fancied Name, and no eſſential Thing, which haſt 


thus at her greateſt Need abandon'd thy profeſs 'd Votary, and with- 


drawn thy valuable Preſence when moſt ſhe wanted thy powerful In- 


fluence? How imperfect is our boaſted Reaſon, and of how little uſe 
the Lights which it affords; ſince it is ever too haſty in diſcovering Evils, 
and roo ſlow in the Prevention? Alaſs, continu'd ſhe, it would be ſome 
Alleviation, had I but one Hope to ſoften my wracking Pains, or one 


Excuſe to lighten my Load of Guilt: Bur ſo finiſh'd are my Woes, that 
their Nature is not capable of Redreſs; and ſo compleatly wretched am 


1 grown, that I more than merit the moſt cruel Scourges Fate can impoſe 
upon me. Why did my Husband take this fatal Reſolution of Retire- 


ment; or why the Winds conſpire to waft this Stranger to my Shores? 


Why have the Deſtinies ſpun out my Thread of Life to reach this fa- 
tal Time, unleſs I was reſerv'd to be my own Deſtroyer, and pointed 


out an cverlaſting Mark of Infamy to my unhappy Sex? But yet vile 


as my Wiſhes are, and ſenſible as T am of their Baſeneſs, could I but 
compaſs them, though ten thouſand Deaths lay in the Conſequence, 
and every Death attended with as many Shames, ſo ſtrong are my 
Deſires, I'd be content to bear and front them all, rather than die 
ungratified. But O] though J am certain Zelmane could well relieve 
my Anguiſh, yet am I full as ſure that his Diſguiſe was taken to for- 
ward as fierce a Paſſion for another, as I ſuſtain for him; and then 
thou. poor undone Gynecia, where canſt thou find the leaſt Foundation 
to bear the Weight of Hope? Ono; tis Philoclea that muſt enjoy 
my Hero, to her alone he pays his Vows; it is my Daughter that 
rends her Mother's Breaſt, and gives me greater, far greater Pangs 

than 
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than thoſe which T endur'd at her unlucky Birth: Bur be it 0. ungrate- 
ful Girl, the Life I gave, theſe Hands ſhall ſooner cancel, than &er the 
Produce of my Womb ſhould boaſt ſhe has ſupplanted my Deſires : Iri 
Vice there's no Relief, bur plunging headlong into the vaſt Abyſs, and 
ſuffering no Lers to bar the furious en 


At this laſt Reflection ſhe grew gien, ard was going with 
deſperate Ravage to tear her flowing Hair; when not far off ſhe heard 
the Sound of à ſoft complaining Voice, though utter'd in ſo low a 
Tone ſhe could not diſtinguiſh the particular Words: But as the 
mournfulleſt Muſick ſeems ſweeteſt to a diſtemper'd Mind, ſo ſhe was 
drawn to follow the ſoothing Sounds, in hopes that ſhe might meet 
ſome fit Companion for her Sorrows : She went a little Way, but was 
ſoon ſtopp'd by a Thicket, whoſe Trees were ſo cloſely planted, ſhe 
feared the Ruſtling ſhe muſt unavoidably make in paſſing through, 
would filence the Complainer, and prevent the Deſire ſhe had of 
| knowing who it was; therefore being come perfectly within hearing, 
ſhe ſoftly laid her down: She had not liſten'd long here ſhe heard a 
Lute play d upon with the moſt finiſh'd Art, attended with a Song 
that utter d the moſt deep Complainings; the End' of it ſeem'd but the 
beginning of freſh Lamentings, as the Performet's Mind oppreſs d and 
overcharg'd with Cares would fain take every Method to vent its 
Griefs. She plainly heard the Voice addreſs the Inſtrument in the 
following Manner: Begone, my Lute, it cry'd, throwing it on the 
Ground, Alaſs, how much art thou deceiv'd to fancy thy once plea- 
ſing Sounds can now be grateful to me, or thy ſoft Airs have Power 
to heal my Woes, as they were wont to ſooth my calmer Spirits; the 
Time is now no more, that with a rapturous Joy thy Notes infuſed 
a ſecret Pleaſure in me; then my Mind was apt and fitted to receive 
Delight, but now its whole Compoſure is imbitter d, and every At- 
tempt to pleaſe, turns to corroding Care; the Evil is rooted inwardly, 
and all thy Art ſerves but to increaſe the Thought of it. Alaſs, m 
Lute, what then is all thy Harmony, bur the Food and Nouriſhment 
of Grief; rhe Diſcord of my jarring Thoughts does but ill ſuir the 
Agreement of thy Strings; ceaſe then to apply thy healing Notes to 
thy unhappy Maſter, but keep rhem for ſome leſs miſerable Creature, 
who being bur enter d on the Brink of Woe, their wondrous Power 
may footh or draw him from it. Here he ſtopp'd; bur ſo deep a 
Groan ſucceeded the Concluſion, that Gynecza haſted to ſhew herſelf, 
thinking the Appearance of ſuch Sorrows could only equal hers. Bur 
as ſhe enter'd rhe little Arbour, the Receptacle of this melancholly 
Muſick, whom ſhould her Eyes encounter but Zelmane : They both 
ſtood for ſome Time amaz'd and ſpeechleſs, Ze/mane being in the ut- 
moſt Confuſion, fearing Gynetia had heard Part of thoſe Complaints 
which ſhe had riſen early that Morning on purpoſe to breathe out in 


ſecret to herſelf, not being apprehenſive that any liſtning Spy would ar 
that 


104 V Philip Sidney's ARCADIA; 


chat Hour invade the Quiet of thoſe lonely Woods. Gynecia ſtood for 
ſome Time with her Eyes earneſtly fix d on Zelmane; at length a lit- 
tle recovering herſelf, ſhe juſt had Power to ask what mighty Cauſe 
had rempred her to leave her ſcarce preſs'd Bed, and wander ſo ſoon 
Abroad? But the Moment ſhe had utrer'd theſe Words, as if at the 
bare ſpeaking to Zelmane her Heart had overflow'd with Tenderneſs 
and overpowet'd her Senſes, ſhe ſunk down to rhe Earth, and with 
her alabaſter Hands, hiding the Shame her Face was conſcious of, ſhe 
in an Agony of Paſſion cry'd, Help me Zelmane, or I am loſt for ever! 
Help, and have Pity vn me, O Zelmane! Zelmane wondering what 
ſudden Illneſs had thus violently poſſeſs'd her, haſtily ran to her, and 
asking the Cauſe of it, offer'd her utmoſt Service to relieve her; the 
Voice of Zelmane brought her a little to herſelf, ſo that opening her 
Eyes and wildly ſtaring at her, urg'd on by burning Love and the Ex- 
tremities of a reproaching Conſcience, O Zelmane ] Zelmane ! cry d 
„ | the, how can thy more than ſavage Nature infult my Miſeries and 
\. offer me Relief, when thou alone withhold'ſt it from me; thou art my 
Wh Bane, in piry then be thou my Antidote; or at leaſt make not a Mock 3 
of me, by offering thyſelf to be my Servant, when already thou haſt 5 
bound me in eternal Slavery. Zelmane but too well underſtood her = 
Meaning; but unwilling to appear as if ſhe did, Madam, ſays ſhe, I 
wiſh your Majeſty would retire into your Lodging, and with a little 
Reſt try to diſperſe the Fumes that diſcompoſe your Health. Retire! 
haſtily interrupted Gynecia, O! that J had for ever done it when thou 
inhoſpitable Gueſt firſt came to draw me from myſelf, then had I been 
moſt happy, and ſhould nor have ſtood in need of thy cold Advice; 
but now alaſs, J am oblig'd to ſue to thee for Help, who art the 
Source of all my growing Miſchiefs ; and make thee judge my Cauſe, 
who art molt willing to be my Executioner. Zelmane, the more ſhe 
underſtood was the more aſtoniſh'd, unknowing what to anſwer ; bur 
"compoſing her Looks as well as ſhe was able, Madam, ſays ſhe, of 
what do you accuſe me; or how have I behav'd that you ſhould doubt 
of my Deſire to ſerve you? Do but inſtruct me how to do it, for be 
aſſur d the Power is only wanting. Alaſs, reply'd Gynecia, ſoftning 
her Countenance, what ſhall T ſay, or how aſſume a Power to ſpeak 
my Wiſhes; let this ſuffice, have Mercy on me O Zelmane! and no 
longer diſguiſe thy Converſation as thou haſt done thy Perſon; re- 
member a Lover's Eye can pierce through every Art, and is not to be 
impos'd on like a vulgar one. Zelmane ſtood like one Thunder-ſtruck 
at this laſt Charge of Gynecia's; but while ſhe was conſidering how 
to evade it, Baſilius luckily paſs'd almoſt cloſe by them, but nor at 
all obſerving them, being perfectly taken up with complaining of the 
deſtructive Power of Love, and ending his Invective with a Song, the 
youthful Paſſion having a-freſh inſpir'd his Wit and rais'd his trem- 
bling Voice. Having ended the Performance, he review'd himſelf very 
curiouſly, ſometimes fetching a little Skip, as if he meant to prove his 
ET Strength 
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Strength had not quite forſaken him. This Accident gave Zelmane 
Leiſure ro ſtudy for an Anſwer; and looking at Gynecia with ſome 
Reſentment, Madam, ſays ſhe, I am wholly at a Loſs to know your 
Meaning; Deceit, I think, was ne'er yet harbour d in the Breaſt of any 


that profeſs d themſelves an Amaxon; but were I capable of ſo mean 


a Vice, ſure you are not a Perſon fit to employ it on. Alas, reply d 
Gynecia, you muſt be unacquainted with the Penetration which Love 
inſpires, to think I can be thus impoſed upon; there is no one Beam 
of the Thouglits you have inſpired me with, but is able to pierce 
through a greater Cloud than you appear in: Seek then no longer to 


conceal what I have too fatal an Aſſurance of, nor force the Violence 


of my Paſſion to burſt into Extremes. Zelmane was now brought to 


the greateſt Exigency, when, happily for her, the King turn d him. 


ſelf that Way, and, putting on the ſofteſt Countenance he was able, 
haſtily made up to them ; and, thanking his Wife for entertaining Zed. 


mane, (who, poor Soul, would willingly have ſpared her the Civility,) | 


begg'd of her to return to her Apartment, he having ſome Matters 
of Importance relating to Affairs of State, on which, he ſaid, he 
would willingly conſult Ze/mane. The Queen, not jealous of his Pre- 
tenſions, obey d him, and went towards the Lodge, poſleſs'd of ra- 
ging Agonies and deep Deſpair ; but determining in her ſelf, that 
though ſhe would firſt try all fair and winning Means to compaſs 
Zelmane's Affection; yet if that failed, there was nothing ſo horrid 


ſhe would not act, rather than be prevented in her Purpoſes. This 


Combat in her Thoughts, and the dreadful Overthrow of all her boaſted 
Reſolution, ſhook ſo much the Fabrick of her Mind, that a lan- 
guiſhing Sickneſs, with its meagre Train, attended the Triumph of 
her Paſſion; and the more violent That grew, the more her Jealouſy 


of her Daughter and Zelmane increaſed ; ſo that ſhe never fail'd to 


guard one of them with her own Eyes. 


But the Moment Baſilius was freed from the tireſome Preſence of 
his Wife, he fell down on his Knees before Zelmane; Moſt excelling 
Fair, cry'd he, whoſe only Influence cou 'd revive thoſe Flames which 
have ſo long lain ſmotherd in my Boſom ; behold in me the won- 
drous Effect of your All- powerful Charms, chat can oblige the Experi- 
ence of my Age to ſue to Youth for Counſel, and a Prince, ever till 
now unconquer'd, to become a willing Bondſman to a Stranger: When, 
I fay, you fee that wondrous Power of yours thus extend to me, 
love That in me for being yours, tho' in my ſelf J know I am un- 
worthy of your leaſt Regards. Moſt worthy Prince, reply'd Zelmane, 
raiſing him from his Knees, your Words: and Manner of them, are 
both ſo ſtrange to me, that I know not how to anſwer them more 
properly than by Silence. Then be it ſo, reply'd the King, if that is 
moſt agreeable to you; I dare not once oppoſe it, ſince my Heart is 


entircly diſpoſed to obey your Pleaſure : Bur if you would vouchſafe 
Ee to 
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to bleſs my Ears With the only Sound ther coi «Ford them che leaft 
Delight, Know they are all Attention to convey your Words to the 
moſt humble Mind that e er was honour'd with them. I dont diſdain, 


ble Queſtion ; bur when my Honour is concern d, J ever ſhall reſent 

the Overture ; and wich a well counterfeired Look of Scorn, ſhe gave 
him a havghry Frown, and haſted from him, leaving him not half ſo 
much iſplcaſed with her ſhort Anſwer, as proud that he had let her 
into the [ n of his Paſſion. 


But poor Zelmane having, with much Difficulty, withdrawn her 


ſelf from her too loving and too little loved Companions, began to 


{lament the Troubles ſhe found her ſelf involved in: Alas, cry'd ſhe, 
Pyrocles, what Tntricacies art thou ſurrounded with? Did ever any 
one but I receive a Wrong, yet know not where to fix the Injury; 
that, being poſleſs'd of more than 1 deſire, am till in want? But this 
Juſtice J muſt do the inexorable God, he lias directed my Paſſion 
where all Love is merited; and in Return has beſtowed more upon 
me than I cer deſired of wiſhed for. What can become of thee, Py- 
rocles 2 And in what Path will all thy Mazes end? What Method can't 
thou find to rid thee of thy Troubles, or how difpoſe thy ſelf amidſt 
theſe numberleſs Perplexities > To her whom fainer than my Life T 
would reveal my ſelf, I live unknown; and ſtand reveald to her from 
whom I have ſtrove, with urmoſt Cate, to keep my ſelf conceal d. 
What then ſhall T make uſe of to evade the watchful Love of old Ba. 
ilius, or how ſhield againſt the Dangers Gynecia's violent and diſ- 


| Difficulties, I ſhould be ne'er the nearer to allay thoſe Flames, which 
hourly prey upon, and near conſume my Heart. But in my Phi. 
/oclea T muſt end theſe etuel Doubts; my Confidence J muſt wholly 


Streights her Power has led me into. 


Bur as ſick People, when they are note, chink Company would re. 
lieve their Pain, yet being gratified, find them troubleſome ; being 
ever deſirous of Change of outwatd Objects, when indeed their Ma- 
lady proceeds from inward Cauſes, and by inward Medicines can on- 
ly be relieved : So poor Pyrocles Was not more tired with Baſilinss 
Company, than of her own when ſhe had left him. Being weary of 
reyolving thoſe Difficulties in his Mind, from which he could medi- 
rate no Deliverance, he ſought to find out Dorns, that the Help of 
Friendſhip might leſſen the Weight of Sorrow ; and to that Purpoſe 
went towards the other Lodge, where, among ſome Beeches, he 
found him dreſsd in Flannel, with a Goat Skin caſt about him, 
and his Head adorn d with a Garland of Laurel and Cypreſs Leaves. 


In this manner he was waiting upon his Maſter Dametas, who was 
reaching 


moſt mighty Prince, replyd Zelmane, to anſwer you in any reaſona- 


appointed Paſſion may produce ? And could I conquer both theſe 


place in her Diviner Goodneſs, which can't be ignorant of the fatal 
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teaching him how with his Sheep-Hook he ſhould catch a 3 
Lamb, and how with the ſame Inſtrument caſt a little Clod at any 
bee ſtray d out of the Flock, without hurting its tender Sides. 
As he was practiſing, Dametas ſtood behind him, holding, his Hands 
under his Girdle, winking and nodding from the Waſte upwards ; 
and ſwearing he never ſaw a Lad go more awkwardly to work in his 
Life; and that they might cry up Book-Learning as long as they 

would, bur for his Part he never faw more aukward Fellows than thoſe 


chat bragg'd ſo much of their *. 


But Zelmane's Appearance ſaved Dorus that Bout from a further 
Chiding, who begining to queſtion him concerning the Number of his 
Maſter's Sheep, and which Province in Arcadia could boaſt the Pro- 
duce of the fineſt Wool, he, with ſuch Diſcourſes as belong'd to rural 
Buſineſs, by Degrees a him beyond the Hearing of Dametas : 
and then, with ſuch a Burſt of Paſſion, as if his Heart was riſing to 
uſurp the Office of his Tongue, he told him upon how dangerous a 
Precipice he was obliged to climb, and yer nor ſure of reaching the 
Centre of his Deſires; ſadly complaining, how injuriouſly Time dealt 
with him, that had not, in all that Space, beſtow'd one Hour of Com- 
fort on him; but that he was ſtill in the ſame State of Miſery, only 
inhanced by the Continuance; the Laſtingneſs of an Evil ever increa- 
ſing it. Alas, continu'd he, my Dorus, thou muſt be but too ſenſi- 
ble how long and languiſhingly the Weeks have paſt ſince our laſt 
Converſation; yet am I ſtill the Wretch J was, and every Mo- 
ment my Wiſhes grow more powerful, and my Hopes more faint. 
Dorus was greatly moved with this earneſt and paſſionate Account 
his Friend had given him of his Woes; and his Ears not being capa- 
ble ro ſhow the Concern they had conceived, he borrowed the Aſſiſt. 
ance of his Eyes, and with Tears proved the Sympathy he felt for 
every Grief Pyrocles labour d under; whoſe Paſſion having received 
ſome Vent, began to calm; and he deſired Dorus, in Return, with 
the like Freedom, to give him a Proſpect of the Map of his little 
Kingdom, that he might know whether that was polleſs'd of ſuch in- 
habitable Climes of ſhivering cold Deſpairs, and raging Heats, as his 
was troubled with ; and walking under ſome Palm-Trees, which be- 
ing in their own Natures loving, ſeem'd the more willingly to afford 
them their friendly Shade, Dorus thus enter d on the Deſcription 
of his Fortune : Alas, cry'd he, my deareſt Couſin, how hard is our 
Condition, that it hath pleaſed the Almighty Power to allot us ſuch a 
Fate, that the Sincereneſs of our Friendſhips cannot be better ſhown 
than in Exchange of Miſeries! For my own Part, T muſt indeed al- 
low, that from almoſt a Chaos of Misforrunes, I can diſcern a little 
Dawn of Hope; bur ſo vaſtly diſtant from the Good I would aſpire 
to, that I think it may juſtly be compared to ſuch a glimmering 


Light, as thro” the Crevice of a Dungeon ſtrikes che Eyes of an im- 
_  priſoned 


{if 
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0 priſoned Malefactor, and only ſerves to make the miſerable Wretelt 
1 more ſenſible how gfeat a Good he is deprived of: Or as a Scholar, 
Wl who would induſtrioufly climb the Aſcent of Learning, bur is incapa- 
„ ble to reach the Summit, and yet goes far enough to find his Want 
„ of Power. So 1 — Zut you ſhall judge the Sadneſs of my unhappy 
1 Caſe, as I relate my Story: After I was by your Aſſiſtance exalted 
1180 to the Honour of ſerving in yonder happy Lodge, I had, for ſome 
1 time, a little Balm apply d to my raging Smart; for after I had obli- 
„ ged the Princeſs, by protecting her, and my ſelf ſtanding the Vio- 
0 lence of the furious Bear, ſhe took more Notice of me, than other- 
10 wiſe the Greatneſs df her Soul (which ſhines through every Action) 
[i WW would have permitted her to beſtow on one that bore the Appearance 
104 of a Slave: Sometimes ſhe'd deign to grace my Exerciſes with her 
ö q 1 Preſence, and at others condeſcend to hear my Songs. For me, you 
. may be well aſſured, my Heart was on the Watch, to ſnatch at every 
65 Occaſion to make the Sovereign of my Soul be ſenſible with what Ex- 
„ ceſs of Pleaſure T performed her Service; but, Oh! too ſoon J found, 
„ that while I bore the Appearatice of a Shepherd, let my Behaviour 
Wil. be never ſo peculiar, it would meet with no greater Encouragement | 
Wh than that low State of Life required; and that my moſt ſtudied and 
„ officious Services were vnly limited within the due Proportion of a 
„ faithful Servant: But when, tired with this cold and hard Reſtraint, 
1 my Looks began to ſpeak the Tenderneſs that had lain conceal'd un- 
5 der the conſtant Aſſiduity T had ſhewn, Millions of Ages would not 
„ be able to efface in me the Memory of that juſt Diſdain the Majeſty 
„ of her bright Eyes ſhot through my Soul; it half diſſolved my Form, 
„ and for ſome Time I ſtood motionleſs, like a poor Wretch that's 
„ ſtricken by the Thunder, and is not able to behold the Power that 
1 gave the Blow: To find an Opportunity to convince her my real For- 
N tune was not below her Notice, ſeem d impoſſible; for Dametas (as 
. is the Nature of all Fools in Office) thinks he can never better exert 
wy. his Power, or ſhew his Wiſdom, than by the moſt groſs Suſpicions ; 
* which Miſo, being of a hoggiſh and ſhrewiſh Diſpoſition, and Mapſa, 
Will from an inſolent Envy ſhe has conceived againſt Pamela's inimitable 
1 Beauties, are always ready to execute. So that finding my moſt un- 
„ wearied Services diſregarded, my Love diſdained, and almoſt an Im- 
„ poſſibility of diſcovering the Ground of my Pretenſions to Pamela, 
„ my Deſires were ſcarce mote heighten d, than my Deſpair encteas'd ; 
1 which, if theſe Shades had the Capacity, they could all witneſs. How 
if Fl often have I, borrowing the Aſſiſtance of yonder Palm to ſupport my 
Wl Weight of Sorrow, lean'd under it, and envy'd irs ſuperior Happineſs, 
1 that it was capable of Love, without a Senſe of its Inquietudes? 
i | How often have I, when my Maſter's Cattle ſought this refreſhing 
% Glade, obſerved the luſty Bull at Pleaſure ſingle his Choice out of 
1 . the lowing Herd, and boaſt his Love with Looks of conſcious Pride, 
El) and ſwelling Happineſs > O wretched Species of Mankind, cry'd 1, 
Ll whoſe 
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whoſe boaſted Underſtanding, which ought to be the Standard of his 
Happineſs, becomes a Bar ro every Pleaſure he can propoſe! The 
Beaſts, like Nature's boaſted Offspring, inherit without Diſturbance 
all her Bleſſings, while we, like ſpurious Breeds, are expoſed and 
laid as Foundlings, to be trained up and nurſed by Grief and Care. 
Their happy Minds grudge not the Enjoyment of their Bodies; without 
Remorſe they follow the DiCtates of their Senſes, and never ſurfeit on the 
Joys they yield; while we are curs'd with the Reflection of Virtue, Ho- 
nour, and the Stings of Conſcience, thoſe laſting Bars to earthly Happi- 
neſs. Loſt and bewilder'd in this Maze of Thought, I have oft ſtood fo 
long, that T have fancy'd my Feet were rooted to the Ground; and ſueli 
a Heavineſs of Mind has grown upon me, that I cou'd almoſt have been 
prevaild upon to reſign my very Eſſence: But Love, which at one Time 
loads us with Lead, and at another lends us Wings, when he had ſunk me 
with his greateſt Weight, and depreſs d my Thoughts below the Earth, 
even in a Moment turn'd the Scale, and raisd my Heart to the Conſi- 
deration, that no great Enterprize was ever yet attained, till it was 
firſt through Zeal attempted; and therefore ir was Time, and now the 


only. Opportunity I cer ſhou'd have, to ſharpen my Invention, and 


picrce it through the Difficulties that oppos'd me; and after revolving 


a thouſand Methods in my Mind, how to reveal my ſelf and my De- 


ſires, IT refolved on this Stratagem, which poſſibly you may think 
will render them more obſcure : J began to counterfeit the moſt ra- 
ging Love for Mopſa ; the Paſſion was ſo lively in my Heart, though 
pointed to another Object, that I could eaſily give undoubted Proofs 
of the moſt violent one: But changing the outward Object; for while 
my Mind was intent upon Pamela's Charms, my Eyes were directed 
to the Deformity of Mopſa; bur the Reflection of her Foulneſs made 
my 'Pamelz's Beauties ſeem, if poſſible, more bright, as does the 
ſhining Brillant appear more ſparkling when near a counterfeited Stone. 
Nothing but Mop/a was in my Voice, and my Atrendance was all to 
her directed: To her IT dedicated the choiceſt of my Fruits; and 
when I rais'd my Song, ſhe was my conſtant Theme: Her alone I 
term'd the Loadſtone of my Life, the Pleaſure of my Sight, the Cauſer 
of my Ruin, and yet the Recompence of all my Pains; the Sweetner 
and Imbirterer of my Life; and, to ſum up all, every Thought Pa. 
mela inſpired in my Mind, to her I uttered ; and by this Means I 
not only gain'd the Friendſhip of Dametas, (who before was envious 
of my Performances, fearing leſt T ſhould be preferr'd in the Princeſs's 
Eſteem,) bur was ſuffer'd with more Freedom to approach her Pre- 
ſence. Whether it was that ſhe diſdain'd that ſuch a worthleſs Crea- 
ture ſhould poſſeſs ought that once was hers, how trifling ſoever ſhe 
eſteem'd it; or poſſibly, and what J moſt believe, by my high-flown 
and paſſionate Expreſſions, and by my aiming ſo far beyond the Mark 
of Mopſa's Merit, ſhe had found out how high they were directed; 


and being under ſuch a Coverture, was pleas'd to amuſe her Wit, 
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and ſometimes ſport away an Hour at my Coſt : But being determin'd 
to make her underſtand my Story, by relating it as of a third Perſon, 
I one Day aptly, for my Purpoſe, found her ſitting with only Mop/a 
by her, like a greedy Kite watching a harmleſs Dove ; and approach- 
ing them with a diſorder d Air, and Looks which ſure, I think, dif- 
cover d the Perturbation of my Mind, I reached a Harp, which was, 
too happily for its Inſenſibility, placed at Pamela's Feet; I atrempted 
to ſing to ir, but my trembling Fingers, and more faultering Voice, 
made but ill Muſick : Therefore returning it to its late happy Situa- 
tion, and caſting my unwilling Eyes ſometimes towards Mopſa, but 
principally fixing them upon Pamela; And muſt, cry d I, (O beau- 
teous Mopſa) the wretched Dorus ſubmit to have the Meanneſs of his 
Appearance be the Meaſure of his Mind ? And is it of Neceſſity the 
Miſeries I labour under ſhould be the Occaſion of a greater Weight? 
Muſt that which iti itſelf ſhould raiſe Compaſſion, become an Argu- 
ment of Cruelty againſt me 2 Conſider, moſt inſulting Fair, a worthy 
Prince always deſires to preſerve the Life of his meaneſt Subject; 
and the Sun diſdains not to afford his Light to the moſt groveling 
Worm. O Mopſa! Mopſa ! were but my Heart as manifeſt to you as 
"tis tormenting to my ſelf, T ſhould not deſpair ; but that the tower- 
ing Height my Thoughts aſpire to, would in ſome Meaſure counter- 
vail the Lowneſs of my Condition. Who is there that is ignorant of 
your high Fortune, or knows not that it is far excell'd by that Harmony 
of Beauty, which equally adorns your Mind and Perſon ? All theſe 
Perfections are owing to a random Spark of divine Fire, which having 
ſtray d from Heaven, could no where find a fit Repoſitory for its 
Brightneſs, but in yout Angel Form. But would you deign to be in- 
form'd what will cement and ſtrengthen all theſe Perfections, I would 
preſume to ſay, Mercy could only do it; that undeniably is the high- 
eſt Attribute of Heaven. O then, moſt cruel Fair, let me conjure you 
to follow your great Original, and ſhew ſome Pity to a Wretch that 
almoſt equally adores you. Mapſa, who already began to conceive a 
ſort of ſneaking Kindneſs towards me, ſtood all this while with her 
Hands ſometimes before her Face to hide the Bluſhes, or rather the 
Inflamations in her Checks, for the Colour was a good deal more 
of that Caſt; at length, with a Grace peculiar to her ſelf, wagging 
| her Lips, and ſtretching her wide Mouth to the Compaſs of her Ears, 
thruſting our her Chin, and ſtruting her Body : Lord, Dorus, ſays 
ſhe, how can you jeer a Body ſo? Well, ſure you are the merrieſt 
Man; but I know you do but joke. The Princeſs, who ſaw the 
Comedy was likely to be at a Stand, unleſs ſhe helped Mopſa in her 
Part, took up the Converſation, and with a Look that pierced the 
innermoſt Receſſes of my Heart; Dorus, ſays ſhe, methinks you wrong- 
fully accuſe your Fortune, fince the Fault lies not on that, but in 
your Want of Reſignation ro ſubmit to it: Neither can Mopſa be 
juſtly charged with Want of Merit, in refuſing to be the Partner of her 
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F ather's Seryant, Aer ſhe that hk not ſome Conſciouſneſs of FR own 
Worth, will never long ſupport it. My every Senſe was huſh'd into 
Attention while ſhe was uttering theſe Words; even my Heart was ſtill, 
which never till that Time could boaſt a Moment's Reſt ſince T had 
known her. I remain'd filent a good while, hoping ſhe would again 
bleſs my Ears with the Muſick of her Voice; but finding ſhe re- 
main d ſilent, I with trembling Lips and fault ring Tongue began to 
anſwer her: T am much ſurprized, replied I, moſt tranſcendent Prin- 
ceſs, to hear you, who are the Centre of all Virtue, take the Part 
of Fortune, who generally is the fierceſt of its Oppoſers, eſpecially 
at a Time when you have before your Eyes, in me, a ſad Example of 
| her Tyranny; which muſt be efteem'd not what T really am, but what 
her Sport has made me, fince ſhe is allow'd the Balance of Merit or 
Unworthineſs: But O if the Condemn'd have Licence at their ap- 
proaching Hour of Death to ſpeak, let the mortal Wound I have re- 
ceived from my fair Deſtroyer purchaſe me ſo much Favour, and ob- 
tain a Leave to argue with her, ſince the Perfections in her whom I 
BH adore (and ever muſt) are of ſo high a Nature, that an ignoble Mind 
= Ccou'd neer be capable of knowing or admiring them: Can that Heart, 
J ſay, which is not only ſenſible of them, bur whoſe very Eſſence is 
wrapt up in them, be juſtly accounted baſe 2 How can a Mind, exalt- 
ed to ſuch a Height of Aſpiration, patiently bear the Cloathing of a 
vulgar Form? Let not her noble Spirit do itſelf ſo great an Injury, as 
to imagine, that where its Image is placed, adored, and worſhipped, 
there can be any Want of Nobleneſs. I will not deny, anſwer'd Pa. 
mela, but that the Regards you have for Mopſa, may poſlibly have 
brought you more diſtinctly to conſider her Perfections; and as tis 
natural to imitate and copy after what we love, ſo the Example of her 
Virtues may very probably have made you more worthy: But then 
you muſt allow it is to her you are obliged for that Part of your Me- 
rit; and therefore ought rather gratefully to own that Favour, and 
not preſs for more till you can plead a little of your own: And in- 
deed, Dorus, continued ſhe, Juſtice obliges me to ſay thus much in 
behalf of Mopſa, that if her Beauties have wounded you as you pre- 
tend, the beſt way to prove the Reality of your Affection, is to pre- 
fer her Intereſt before your own; and with the tender Nicety of a right 
honourable Lover, ſuffer not the infectious Breath of your unworthy 
Paſſion to endeavour to ſully the Brightneſs of her Honour. Now, by 
my Hallidame, bawls out Mopſa, with a Horſe Laugh, and caſting 2 
Sheep's Eye at me, you have hit my Mind to a tittle, forſooth. Find- 
ing that this Stratagem had gain'd me ſo much Happineſs, as that 1 
cou'd in the Preſence of my Judge freely declare my Caſe, and that 
ſhe with Patience wou'd hear my Reaſons apply'd to Mopſa, tho' ſhe 
wou'd have ſcorn'd them directed to her ſelf, or at leaſt without 
that Coverture, I follow'd my intended Purpoſe, and purſued this fir 


' Occaſion, to indulge Pamela's Wit, and puzzle Mopfa's Ignorance, 
and 
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and throwing a piercing Look towards the Princeſs, though with Eyes 


full fraught with humble Love and flowing Tenderneſs, as J had rather 
receive Condemnation from her Mouth, than the moſt laviſh Praiſes 


from the other, I reſum'd the Thread of my Diſcourſe : Fair Mop/a, 


cry'd I, (half turning my Body to her, tho' my Eyes had not the 
Power to diſengage themſelves from their darling Object,) I find by the 
Sharpneſs of your Wit, and the Sagacity of your well- directed Anſwers, 
that any Arguments I can uſe are as much too weak to avail, as in 
my ſelf IJ am unworthy of ſucceeding ; and I find, continued I, fetch- 


ing a Sigh, that the only Proof of my Affection muſt be the oblitera- 


ting of it, being eſteem'd too poor a Receptacle to entertain ſuch 


high Deſires ; yet ſince the Love I am inſpired with is ſo ingrafted 


and woven with my Life, that one cannot depart, but that the other 
will {trait follow ; before I prove my Obedience in diſpatching both 
in one, permit me, O inhumane Fair, to know whether the Unwor- 
thineſs IJ am upbraided with lies in my Mind, or my Eſtate, or both. 
Mopſa was jult going to blurt our, in neither; her Heart, as I believe, 
almoſt overflowing with Kindneſs towards me; when Pamela, with a 
more favourable Look than ſhe before had ſhewn, perhaps pitying the 


Deſpair ſhe found T was inclined to, told me, She thought I might 


my ſelf have anſwerd that Queſtion ; for, ſays ſhe, it before was 
granted, that the Influence of Mopſa's Virtues diffuſed themſelves 
throughout your Mind; and indeed, continued ſhe, I think every 
one muſt own both That and your Perſon deſerves great Allowance : 
But, Dorus, you ſhou'd ſo far be Maſter of your Paſſions, as to con- 
ſider, that ſince the Judgment of the World ſtands chiefly upon the 
Point of Fortune, and that our Sex is tied to Rules, and bound to ob- 
ſerve the general Opinion, it is not proper for us to turn Philoſophers, 
and pry into your hidden Virtues ; ſince that which in a Man wou'd 
be eſteemed a Piece of Wiſdom, in us wou'd be thought the Produce 
of Levity and a light-grounded Paſſion; ſo true it is, that the ſame 
Action in difterent People meet with quite contrary Conſtructions. 
Never did any Wretch, languiſhing under the Scorchings of a Fever, 
receive more immediate Refreſhment from a Draught of Water, than 
did my Soul from her ſweetly flowing Words ; but as he, the Mo- 
ment he has ſwallow'd the pleaſing Draught, finds his Fit renewed, 
and his Burnings grow more fierce; ſo 1, the Moment ſhe had cloſed 
her Lips, with almoſt as becoming Silence, found my ſelf afreſh, and 
and with more Violence again inflam'd : But recollecting that the Sol- 
dier that ſtands till ſhares the ſame Fare with him that gives the bra- 
veſt Onſet, and finding that to the compaſſing my Aim there was no- 
thing ſo much wanting as a Knowledge of what I was, T-determin'd 
boldly to proceed; and with a Countenance that well cou'd witneſs 
the Anguiſh of my Soul, joind with a Behayiour ſuiting the moſt ti- 
morous Lover, Excellent Princeſs, return d I, has not your own 


Words ſufficiently teſtified, that not a Wretch on Earth has half the 
Reaſon 
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are graciouſly pleas'd to allow that IJ have nothing wanting to com- 
pleat my Happineſs but the Stumblings of her Favour? O that the hea- 
venly Powers, in Pity to the racking Tottures J endure, would either 
direct the Favours of the partial Goddeſs, or put me paſt the Power of 
feeling the wounding Diſappointments ſhe occaſions me; bur yer; 
Madam, continued I, if your Goodneſs is not quite wearied with the 
Complaints of ſuch a miſerable Creature, and that your heavenly Eyes 
can longer bear to look on ſo great an Object of Diſtreſs, let me 
once more reply, in Oppoſition to my mortal Sentence, by repeating 
an Accident that happen'd long ſince (for Woes can make the ſhorteſt 
Time ſeem tedious) in this very Country, which will prove that my 
Eſtate is not ſo much to be contemned, ſince a mighty Prince has been 
content to take upon him the ſame Appearance, and under that Diſ- 
guiſe attempt to gain a Princeſs ; which if it did not almoſt come up 


to Blaſphemy, I wou'd preſume to ſay, cou'd only equal you. With- 


out making a Reply, ſhe ſcem'd to honour me with her Attention, and 


I proceeded. | 


In the Conntry of Theſalia, a Place, I think, producive of nothing 


but Misfortunes, there was a Prince, (well might I ſay there was, ſince 
cruel Bondage takes away the Power of his now being ſo) call'd u. 
fidorus; in his tender Years his worthy Father, in a moſt violent and 


ſudden Manner, was called to render back to Nature the Life ſhe lent; 
leaving the Infant Prince to his Friends Faith, and the Proof of Time. 
The Pangs of Death were little to him, in Compariſon of the Cares 
he ſuffer d in leaving his Kingdom to ſuch a helpleſs Succeſſor: But ſo 


| merciful is the All-wiſe Providence, that it often ſecures its faithful 


Servants from approaching Evils, by timely raking them to a Place of 


uninterrupted Happineſs; ſo that this good Prince, we may believe, 


was taken off from being a Witneſs of thoſe Miſeries his darling Son 
has ſince fallen into. The young Mu/edorus, having thus for the firſt 


Stroke of Fortune, loſt the Director and chief Prop of his tottering 


Youth; yet, as if ſhe meant only to breathe herſelf for further Miſ- 


chicfs, for ſome Years he flouriſh'd in as much Happineſs as the 


Care of an affectionate Mother, and the good Intentions of a flou- 
riſhing People could render to him. 


But the fatal Time being come, when he was ripe for Fortune's Ma- 
lice, and of an Age to be moſt ſenſible of her ſharp-pointed Cruelties, 
there ſeem'd to be a fatal League concluded between Heaven and 
Earth, that both of them ſhould lay Occaſions in his Way, to lead 


him to his Ruin. His People, who formerly abhor'd the Thoughts of 


any foreign Rudiments, now grew diſſatisfied with their Prince's li- 
mited Education, and ſeem'd to think Experience wanting to compleat 


his Virtues; his tender Mother, whoſe widow'd Heart cou'd meet with no 


G g Relief 


Reaſon to quarrel with injurious Fortune as I juſtly have, ſince you 


—— 


. 


3 x 
ris > 8 . — 1 _ 2 - : 
c F — BITE he b > 
— — 2 . whe eb FCS AD 8 1 W 0 : 

-* : ; Eons rr EST eg reac Fee en nn SD —— eee — nn i 2 ON ond BEL 

— — — 8 > . , — a — — — e 22 CESS rs So; >< th > ET TIRES — LINNIL — 1 n : 

SE — — - = — _ —— = — : — — = : 2 ” 3 B fg > >: 7 R NEE Pt OY "a . " > 

SAS IEEE ESE —— os — 0 — rnd ns ” — — — n = : ER ——— 3 — 5 SE, ee Tk GLO INS: = CONE I I ODT a . 1 
* 8 * 2 wo * — * Wh » — P * - — 2 — * " — N — — — — - * * by 8 8 ee . „ - 8 —— — — * - A A 
—_ __ 7 — — . UE AI eg Bt n_ — 75 — — 8 . — no Pt — —— T.. ˙ ee, Ao r r Sr — WIA 1 1 4 _ - - 1 
CE > ns : SS 2 . IrDA 3 6 r 2 ADE ——— — — — ; — == Ee EE ESSEN ORE IO Ol EC ET ene eee —— P eee ee ee TE ]¾ 3p —— * Wes @ . y 
— = <= ” N - —— — 8 * 9 2 - 9 = 2 — by — — ——. < AIRES We — — - 8 —— = IT EE 1 En CEE SER . 
— — - * — x 7 - 2 : — a — - - — — — — — — — 1 — > 
3 —— = —— 2 ͤ ——— ene aognoeee, ES» £ * — = , 2 3 5 — —— . ————— — —— — _ — << . = n — — 2 — — — — — — — — — — — 
— — —— (y — — = — —— — 2 2 —- = ET rr 2 > . 2 BY - — 8 hr — > — — TOS En — — — — — — — — — — — - — — « — Ga 
2 ——— K— = = - — — ——̃— — P EW " OE ES TIED eng EE — - = — — . —̃̃ — SE I ——ů— : _— === : = — 
e Cn 5 8 > — ne = nn nu —— — — — = -r... ß EY — — ... TTT — —— — EE ——————— * D _ — 
= — 4 On nm ga ED IEEE IEEE EC REDD === r 8 4 — — — — — — 2 — r ͤ— ——... ——— EE — : - — — — 8 - — —— rr — > St == 5 >> 5 . WEED mm — — 
2 — a> S * 8 SE 8 — 4 7 ; 3 D 2 — — — ues TS AER . DEE * 25 ——— — TED = - — — 5 — RE — <4v JED — — — 2 ——— Sis — SY —— — - - . — 
_— _ - 2 PT : — —— — * — : — * = — — 5 = = : 5 8 —— — —_ - - - 2 — : —— . = — — aw. _ — — = = SD - — —— 
* — — * = — — - A e - ws — = — TITS IE —— - 2 ? I _ RE - — — - ——ů— — — 2 — = ED — 2 2 — * — Is Ne AE —— = = — — ————_— — 7 7 — — — — ——_— 
8 * * — — i — — — « — = = — — — — CIS: — — > AR — = — © > REA SAC gate — yn — —  _ LI = —— 
* — — - — FEW 8 25 — * _ —_ _ — — — — - >; 
. 2 6 Tran — 8 5 g T E 8 - = — => 
- — PR - ; 


—— — 


. 
ä ITESS. 


——. — 


ESD, - 


x 


— 2 — 
Ix IL — — 
. 


— . — op > 8 
— — 


— —— . 
— A ——— erm © > —8 : 
_ — — CE IRE — — — . * * — ; 
. 2 along Brea _—_— CTRL AN 
— top * * — 


114 Fr Philip Sidney e ARCADIA, 


Relief, but ih his Preſence, did yet diſpenſe with the only Joy the 
Earth cou'd yield her, and join'd her Wiſhes to his Subjects, thinking 
that Travel wou'd blow and ſpread thoſe Buds of Honour ſhe ſaw 


were ſpringing in him. 


To forward this unhappy Propoſition, did Mui. rus own great 
Soul conſpire: Unhappy State of Man, that his greateſt Virtues ſhou'd 
often be made the Inſtruments of his Ruin! for thus much Juſtice 
obliges me to own of the young Prince, (tho' the Reſemblance of our 
Misfortunes makes me preſume to compare myſelt to him) that Glory, 
Fame and Honout, at that time, were his only Aim, and neither the 
Allurements of Vice, nor the ſoft Blandiſhments of Pleaſure, cou'd in 
the leaſt draw him from that noble Purpoſe. Soon an Occaſion offer d 
for him to put in Execution what was before reſolved ; tor his Uncle, 
the King of Macedon, having lately atchieved ſuch Victories as wou'd 
appear incredible to a Prince leſs fortunate, to compleat his Satisfac- 
tion, and ſhare his Joys, ſent for his Son, and our young Prince, who 
had been bred together in our Court: But O! to what a Scene of Mi- 
ſeries did this unhappy Voyage lead them; even my Imagination ſick- 
ens at the ſharp Reflection, and I want Words ſufficiently expreſſive 
to ſpeak the moving Tale. Here, faint and tired with the killing 
Thought, I ſtop'd ; but finding by the attentive Look, the fair Pame- 
{a gave, ſhe waited the Concluſion; JI purſud my melancholy Story: 
Theſe two unhappy Princes, continued I, in Purſuance to their 


'Uncle's Pleaſure, embark'd by Sea, attended with a powerful Navy, 


making towards Thrace ; the King, at that Time, lying before By- 
Samtium, having juſt with a mighty Army beſieg'd that Place. Bur 
when malignant Fortune had found theſe deſtin'd Victims of her 
Wrath within the Power of the combining Seas, and no leſs cruel 
Heavens, ſhe powerfully began to open the Scene of their Deſtructi- 
on, by raiſing ſo boiſterous a Storm as ſhatter'd and deſtroy'd the 


whole Navy, except Prince Myſidorus and his Couſin, who being re- 


ſerved for more and greater Miſeries, were caſt a-ſhoar far diſtant 
from the Place whereto their Wiſhes wou'd have guided them. O ye 
conſpiring Winds and Waves! Why, in your inconſiderate Fury, did 
you begin this Outrage? or when begun, not ſatiate and glut it 
with the immediate Death of the unhappy Pair? But cruel Fate wou'd 
not permit it, but interfered and poſtponed their Deaths, that they 
might reach it with more exquiſite and lingering Torments. It would 
be foreign to my Purpoſe to repeat the woeful Tragedy of the young 
Prince of Macedon; beſides, a Tale of Horror can never be too brief. 
Let it ſuffice he had his Share of Woes, which in no ſmall Degree 
heighten d thoſe of Prince Muaſidorus; whoſe growing Evils having com- 
bin'd together, and as a peſtilent Diſeaſe draws to itſelf the ſeveral 


Infirmities with which the Body was before moleſted, ſo did the 


laſt Miſchief that attended this unhappy Prince, ſwallow in its 
Extremity 
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Extremity all the Evils he had before endur'd. Arcadia was the 
deſtin'd Place where rhe full Meaſure of his Miſery was to be con- 
ſummated, the inchanted Circle which was for ever to contract and 
draw him from himſelf, and put a Stop to his once promis'd Glo- 
ries; for here, here in this fatal Place, did his infected Eyes con- 
vince his Mind that heavenly Beauty had the Power of opprelling 
it even with helliſh Agonies; here did his cruel Stars eontrive to 
blaſt his Sight with the too dazzling Beauties of the Arcadian King's 
eldeſt Hope: The Inrage paſs'd ſo ſwiftly to his Mind, that in a Mo- 
ment it took the fond Impreſſion; and now its Hopes, its Fears, its 
Griefs and Joys in her were wholly center d, and nothing left in him- 
ſelf but an intricate Maze of longing Wiſhes, which every Way he 
turn'd, led only to thorny Paths of black Deſpair: Bur O how vain is 
the Attempt by Words to make that Paſſion known, when even the 
Action of it can't perſuade! the Pains of Love muſt firſt be felt cer 


they can be rightly underſtood ; there is no ſpeculative Knowledge in 


that Science; let it ſuſſice, that as Affairs then ſtood, the King could 


have no Hope to gain his Wiſhes by any direct and open Means, and 


yet ſo violent were his Deſires, that they hurried him beyond all mo- 
derate Degrees of Patience. 
\ 

Ar length a n offer'd to his Thought, which he hop'd in 
Time would lead him through the intangled Snare he had fallen into, 
or at leaſt help with more Eaſe to ſupport him in it: He diſguis'd him- 
ſelf in Shepherds Weeds, that by the Help of that mean Appearance 
he might ſometimes have Acceſs to her much-wiſh'd Preſence, and un- 


ſuſpected feed his Eyes, though his Heart * the Ordinary. 


Thus, Madam, have I prov'd that we are not always to truſt Ap- 
pearances, nor wholly to reject a mean Eſtate, ſince under that Diſ- 
guiſe Merit may often lie conceal'd; as in the Caſe of our unhappy 
Prince, who did not diſcain to cloath his Nobleneſs in ſo poor a Dreſs, 
thar he might ſnatch an Opportunity of gazing on the moſt finiſh'd 


Piece of Beauty Nature e er form d. O] Why may not the ſame Am- 


bition be juſtified in me? But I have done; if I am underſtood I have 


ſaid enough to clear the Allegations your Highneſs laid againſt me. 


As for the Heap of Miſeries in which the wretch'd Prince was after- 
wards involv'd, my Heart is too deeply affected to bear the Repeti- 
tion; and therefore, O molt gracious Princeſs, excuſe me the ungrate- 
ful Task, which is too monſtrous for any but his cruel Deſtinies 


to 3 


Having finiſh'd my Narration in ſo perplex'd a Manner, that the 
Princeſs might eaſily imagine IJ was myſelf concern d in the Account, 
J waited her Anſwer; which much ſurpriz d me, and in ſome Degree 
diſpell'd thoſe Clouds which hover'd round my Heart; for do you 


know that heretofore ſhe hath heard of both of us, having the Ac- 
eount 
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count from Prince Plangus, and particularly of the Storm which we 
were caſt away in; for caſting her Eyes on me, with more Favour in 
her Looks than uſual, Dorus, ſays ſhe, you have repeated a moving 
Story, but I believe you are much deceiv'd in the latter Part of it, 
for Prince Mu/idorus, and his Couſin the brave Pyrocles, did both pe- 
riſh in that Storm you mention d, as a noble Gentleman, call'd Plan- 
gus, who was particularly acquainted with their Story, afſur'd my Fa- 
ther. O! how this laſt Sentence did overflow my Heart with Joy; 
happy, happy art thou Muſidorus, cry'd T to myſelf, whoſe Name 
has been ſo bleſs'd as to be pronounc'd by that dear Tongue, and 
paſs'd thoſe Lips, which, I fear, thy Owner muſt ne er approach, not 
even in preſumpruous Hope. But recollecting myſelf out of theſe 
inward Raptures, Madam, returnd I, I won't deny but that Prince 
Pyrocles then met his Fate; which Falſhood J let paſs for fear a Suſ- 
picion of your being here ſhould ariſe before you were willing to the 
Diſcovery ; but as ro Muſidorus, continu'd I, I fee you have had a 
wrong Information, though a Report of his being loſt was rumour'd ; 
which Objection that inimitable Princeſs made, who could alone diſ- 
poſe his Fate, when he firſt attempted to diſcover himſelf unto her. 
The Ship he came in was indeed by Treaſon loſt, which eaſily might 
occaſion Plangus Miſtake ; but he was caſt himſelf upon Laconids Coaſt, 


where he was taken up, and his Life preſerv'd by thoſe two Shep- 


herds, ſo famous in their Time for owning the Influence of one beau- 


teous Maid, and yet preſerving the ſincereſt Friendſhip : An Account of 


their wondrous Love, was lately ſung before your Highneſs by La- 
mon: By theſe Men the Prince was brought to a Nobleman's Houſe 
near Mantinea, whoſe Son has lately been taken Priſoner, and by rhe 
Help of Mu/idorus, though he diſguis d his real Name and Quality, 
was happily deliver d. I took this dark Method of Delivery, be- 
cauſe I was well aſſured the Princeſs's Penetration would eaſily diſco- 
ver whom I meant; and I fear'd that if I ſhould have nam'd Strephon, 


Clains, Kalander, and Clitiphon, it might have rouz'd ſome Conjectures 


in the dull Brain of Mop/a. 


The Arguments, continued I, that Muſidorus us'd to ſatisfy the 
Princeſs he was no Impoſtor, were as follows, That ſhe might eaſily 


enquire of thoſe People he had named, whether they had not known 
ſuch a Stranger, though tied by former Vows he had conceal'd his 
real Name and went under a feign'd Character; that the Shepherds 
could ſatisfy her that ſuch a one was taken up after the Rack, but 
that poſſibly Plangus might be a Stranger to that Incident, and ſo con- 
clude they both were loſt : Beſides all this, ſhe muſt be certain that 


nothing beneath the Quality he pretended durſt undertake fo great an 


Enterprize; for though he ſhould by it be ſo exquiſitely happy as ro 
gain the Princeſs's Eſteem, yet if once his preſumptuous Paſſion ſhould 
be known, as undoubtedly it ſome Time or other muſt, it would re- 


quire 


_ 
_ 


_ = 


_ 
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quire all a Prince's Power to juſlify ſo bold an Action againſt the Ar- 
tadian State. Laſtly, for more ſure and certain Demonſtration of his 
being what he pretended, he ſhew'd her a yery peculiar Mark he had 
upon his Face, as I, cryd I, may ſhew this upon my Neck to the fair 
Mopſa, (upon that I ſhew d the Spot that is on my Neck to them both, 
which you know T am told reſembles a Lion's Paw) as an Aſſurance 
that T am Brother to Menalcas and no Impoſtor; the ſame Method our 
Prince took, withall humbly imploring the Princefs for to ſend ſome 
one ſhe could confide in to Theſ/alza, that they might there be inform'd 
whether his Age, Complexion, his Time of being abſent, and parti- 
cularly that Mark, did not agree with their Prince Maſidorus. Pray, 
Dorus, ſaid the Princeſs, looking at me with the moſt ſettled Coun- 
tenance, dont you know the End of this whimſical Undertaking > For 
at this Period the Hiſtoriographer ſtopp'd, ſaying the reſt requir'd a 
Foreknowledge, in which he was unskill'd. Seeing the Princeſs upon 
this appear ſomething thoughtful, I remain d ſilent, that her Imagina- 
tion might have Time to work upon what T had faid; but at length, 
fearing Mopſa might take Notice of my Behaviour, but more with a 
View to draw ſome Anſwer from the Princeſs that would a little relieve 
my Tortures, I humbly kneel'd down before her, and catching hold of 
her Garment, with as much Eagerneſs as the moſt ſuperſtitious Bigot 
would that of his darling Saint, T begg'd of her to intercede with 
Mopſa in my unhappy Caſe, that ſhe would not with ſuch Cruelty 
ſteel her Heart againſt the ſoft and gentle Blows of Love; that as 
her every Part was endow'd with ſome peculiar heavenly Quality, 
ſhe would, to compleat and perfect all, make her Heart the Throne 
of Pity, which was the darling Attribute of the all- powerful Being; 
who certainly would ne' er have truſted her with ſo great a Power of 
deſtroying, but that he meant the Softneſs of her Nature ſhould miti- 
gate thoſe Pains which ſhe occaſion d. Pamela, without the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of either much obſerving or neglecting what I had faid, 
turn'd in a careleſs Way to Mopſa, and in ſuch a Manner as plainly 
ſhew'd ſhe did not think the Matter of Moment to herſelf; Mopſa, 
fays ſhe, Id have you be upon your Guard, your Shepherd has a 
perſwading Tongue; not bur if he can really prove himſelf to be, as 
he pretends, the only Heir and Brother to the honeſt Menalcas, J ſee 
no Reaſon why you ſhould diſregard his Paſſion. Ay, but forſooth, 
reply'd Mopſa, for all his quaint Speeches, I warrant Ill keep my Ho- 
neſty ſafe enough out of his Clutches; and as to Matrimony, I won't 
ſtir a Step in it without my Father ſpeaks the Word, ſo I won't: Bur 
every now and then ſhe would eye me with ſuch loving Looks, as if 
| the had a Mind they ſhould contradict what ſhe had ſaid ; and with 
her forbidding Countenance preſent me fuch a Proſpect, as could well 
have given a Surfeit to any weaker Lover's Appetite. 
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But ſeeing the Princeſs was going to retire, I took a Jewel out of 
a little Caſe, made in the Figure of a Crab; which, becauſe it looks 
one Way and goes another, I thought was a fit Repreſentative of my 
Love: The Motto was, By Force, not Choice: And ſtill kneeling, I 
begg'd the Princeſs to give that Toy to Mopſa, and by her Interceſſion 
make it accepted; and to ſecure Suſpicion, I told them that lately as 
I was following an Acquaintance of mine at the Plow, it ſtopp d againſt 
2 Stone, which removing, we found under it that and a few other 
pretty Trifles, which we divided, | 


Mopſa was half out of thoſe little Wits ſhe had when the Princeſs 
gave her the Jewel; but in herſelf, though I obſerv'd her with the 
niceſt Eye, I could not find the leaſt Apprehenſion of what I had 
taken ſo much Pains to reveal to her; but with a calm and ſettled 
Countenance, ſhe let every Thing I ſaid or did careleſsly paſs her 
Notice, as we are won't to do by thoſe whom we think are by no 
Means of concern to us: This cold unmov'd Temper is of all others 
the moſt terrible; for if ſhe uſe me with Contempt, T might in 
Time, by the Help of a zealous and indefatigable Purſuit of Virtue, 
overcome it; if ſhe was only dubious of the Truth of my Pretenſions, 
T were moſt happy, having it in my Power full ſoon to bring un- 
doubted Proofs of the Reality of what I had ſpoken; or if ſhe even 
gave me Marks of hatred, it would be better than this Indifference ; 
for then I ſhould know what Paſſion I had to deal with, and either 
with laborious Merit and unwearied Diligence I might remove it, or 
with my Life put a Period to that and my own Miſeries together: 
But this cruel Calmneſs almoſt diſtracts me; for neither will ſhe con- 
deſcend to ſhew me the leaſt Encouragement, nor yet give me any 
Proofs of an Averſion; but like the inexorable Sun that keeps a con- 
ſtant Courſe, and neither will retract or ſpread its Beams to oblige 
beſeeching Mortals, ſo all the Methods I have taken are ineffectual 
to alter her reſolyꝰ d Temper, but with an equal Mind ſhe views my 
killing Torments; for ſure ſhe ne er can be inſenſible that ſhe occaſions 
them. There is nothing I have left undone, hoping ſome way or 
other might move her to compaſſionate my Sufferings. One Day I 
appear'd before her like myſelf, having perſwaded Dametas to let us 
two dreſs ourſelves in gay Apparel, which I told him I had gotten as 
a Reward for once well-performing the Part of a King in a Tragedy, 
and ſo on Horſeback perform ſome Exerciſes that would divert the 
Princeſs: My Horſe was that J left at Menalcas Houſe, and Dametas 
got one out of the Prince's Stable: But howſoever I appear, whether 
as a Shepherd or a Prince, ſhe views me with equal Eyes, and the 
Pains I take, ſhe leaves for my Reward. 1 


But 


 Moderniz'd by Mrs. STANLEY.- 119 1 
* as Dorus was purſuing his Complaints, he ſpy d Dametas, Who 0 
came whiſtling and counting upon his Fingers how many Load of Hay 1 
ſeventeen fat Oxen would eat in a Year: His Errand was to deſire 500 
Zelmane to return to the Lodge, whete the King and Queen ſtay'd for | 1 
her: Alaſs! cry'd Dorus, ſoftly, You muſt now. return with a double 1 
Load of Sorrows, having the Addition of a Friend's Weight; but Zel- WH 
mane turning from him, and directing herſelf to Dametas, I ſhall grow {Wl 
wondrous wiſe, cries ſhe, in Country Affairs, if I converſe often TR 
with your Servant: Why ay, indeed, reply d Dametas, with an i 
inſolent Scorn in his Countenance, the Lad may prove well enough in i | 
Time, if he grows not conceited of himſelf, and above the Inſtruction bit 
of his Elders ; and then all the Way they walked to the other Lodge, 12 
to make 2 ſenſible (as he thought) how much better ſhe might Wil 
have ſpent her Time with him, he began, in a wild Method, to run 1 
over all the Art of Husbandry, dwelling particularly upon the 11 
Neceſſity of well dunging a Field, (for which Purpoſe his foul 11H 
Carcaſe would have ſery'd notably) while poor Zelmane was obliged 118 
to bear his tireſome Diſcourſe ; but not provoking a Continuance of it 1 
by any one Anſwer, till they came to Baſilius and Gynecia, who attend- 1 
ed in a Coach to carry Zelmane abroad to ſee ſome Diverſions which 20 
were prepared for her. The King and Queen fate together in one End 1380 
of it, and placed her in the other, cloſe to Philoclea; Zelmane cou'd 1 
almoſt have worſhiped them for giving her that happy Situation, for 1 
the Straitneſs of the Coach oblig'd them to join almoſt cloſe as her 1 
Wiſhes; and tho' the envious Cloaths prevented the truer Touch, Will! 
as a perfect Loadſtone, tho' incloſed in an Ivory Box, will through the Wil 
Caſe ſend forth its attractive Virtue to the beloved Needle: ſo did Ze/- 1 
mane's Soul dart itſelf forth into the Heart of Philoclea, ſpight of her WH! 
outward Form, and the Bar of her inſenſible happy Cloathing : Zel- 1 
mane's Blood and Spirits were all fomented in her, as a ſpiritous Wine 1 
will do, when Sugar is haſtily put into it, eagerly endeavouring to ſuck 1 
the Sweetneſs of the much - loved Gueſt, Her Heart, like an impri- Wiki: 
ſoned Lyon, at the Sight of him, againſt the Grates that reſtrains his „ 
Liberty, beat outragiouſly againſt her Breaſt, as if by Force it would 188 
have flown to Philoclea, and diſdain'd to reſt but in her Boſom. Dametas WH 
being exalted from being Maſter of a Cart, to Commander of the Coach, Wi! 
not a little proud in himſelf that his Whip at that time guided the Rule 1 
of all Arcadia, for that Day droye the royal Company: The Top of 9 
the Vehicle was made with Joints, ſo that they could, either to avoid 1 
the Inconvenieticies of the Weather, cloſe it up, or elle let it down 1 
ar each Side, and fit as diſcover'd as. if on Horſeback. When they had 140 
reached the Side of the Foreſt, they ſaw in Couples, attending their 11/20 
Coming, both Greyhounds, Spaniels and common Hounds; whereof 1 
the firſt might be eſteem' d the Nobility, the ſecond the Gentry, and in i 
the third the Yeomen of Dogs: There was beliges, a Caſt of Merlins, 14 
which : 1 
1 
1 
— | 
4 NN 
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which flying a galant Height over certain Buſhes, wou'd beat the Birds 
that roſe, down again under them ; as Falcons are wont to do wild Fowl 


over a River; but the Sport that was that Day intended the principal 


Diverſion, was the Mountie at a Heron, which getting up on his wag- 


ling Wings with Pain, till he had reached ſome Height, as tho the Air 


nearer the Earth was too groſs for his huge Body to fly through, had 
now diminiſh'd the Sight of himſelf; and wou d well have ſerved as an 
Example to great People, that the higher they are exalted, the hum- 
bler and the leſs they ſhould appear; when immediately a Jerfalcon 
was caſt off after her, who ſtreight ſpying out the Prey, Deſire guid- 
ing her Eyes, and thoſe her Wings, cagerly purſu'd her, but not with 
more Haſte than Cunning; for as a good Architect in building a lofty 
Tower, will not make his Stairs perpendicular, but winding, almoſt 
the full Compaſs, that the Steepneſs may be the leſs perceivable, ſo 
ſhe obſerving the towering Height of her purpos'd Prey, went circling 
and compaſſing about, and yet finding that Method ſcarce to anſwer to 
her eager Haſte, as an ambitious Perſon will wander far wide of the 
direct and even Way, to atrain the Heighth of his Deſires, ſo wou'd 
ſhe, in Appearance, turn from the Heron, and fly out quite another Way, 
but only with intent to return a higher Pitch; which having compaſ. 
ſed, ſhe would with cruel Aſſaults attack the Heron, who now was 
driven, ſince Flight wou'd not avail, to make by Force the beſt De- 
fence ſhe could ; ſometimes with claſping they would come down to- 


| gether, and ſo be parted by the too great Partiality of the Be- 


holders. 


Several of theſe Flights Ba/il;us ſhew'd Zelmane. Thus were the Hours 


' beguil'd and the Day decreas'd e er it was hardly reflected on, till the 


comming Night, like a degenerate Succeſſor, made them more lament its 
Loſs, and oblig'd them to give Dametas Orders to drive towards Home, 
who (half ſleeping, half muſing how to mend a Wine-preſs he had by 
Accident broke the Day before) guided the Horſes ſo ill, that the 
Wheel coming forcibly againſt the Stump of a great Trec, overturn'd 
the Coach; which though it fell violently down upon that Side where 


. Gynecia and Zelmane far, yet could the latter have bleſs'd the Fall 


which made her ſenſible of the deſirable Weight of Philoclea, but that 
ſhe fear'd ſome Miſchief might allay the Bliſs ; but as it happen'd 
none of them receiv'd the leaſt Damage except Gynecia, and the Vio- 


lence of the Bruiſe had put out her Shoulder; which, though it was 


immediately very well ſet again by one of the Falconers, who had 
ſome Skill that way, yet twas with great Pain they got her to the 
Lodge; and that, with its uſual Attendant, a lingering Feaver, confin'd 


her to her Bed. 


_ 
1 
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But not b half raging was the 3 of her Body, as the more 


powerful one that inflamed her Mind; nor the Pain, the Accident 


occaſion d, half fo exquiſite as thoſe Pangs of Jealouſy, which ſhe 
labour d under, for fear Zelmane ſhou'd, by her Confinement, have 
an Opportunity of entertaining Philoclea; and tho' the Night was far 
ſpent, yet wou'd ſhe not compoſe. herſelf to the needful Reſt her Hurt 
required, till {he had call'd her Daughter, and commanded her, late 
as it was, to haſten to the other Lodge, and lye there that Night 


with. lier Siſter, and ſend Miſo to attend on her: Mean while ſhe kept 


Zelmane by her Bed-ſide, and would not ſuffer her to retire, till ſhe 
was well aſſured Philoclea might have reached the other Lodge. The 
beauteous Maid, being ſo perfect in Obedience, went calmly down: 


The fulgent Moon, then in its full Magnitude of Glory, ſhone our 


with double Luſtre, as proud to guide the Fair One's, Steps, whoſe 
every Motion was anſwered by the Beating of her trembling Heart : 
And O] thou heavenly Creature, forgive this long Neglect my Pen has 
ſhown thee, in not mentioning the Agonies thy labouring Breaſt ſo 
patiently endur'd, tho' to thy Memory this mournful Story is princi- 
pally dedicated: Pardon the Tardineſs I have ſhown in coming to the 
Repetition of thoſe Paſſions, which thou raiſeſt in another, but which 
retorted with Severity their Force on thy own Boſom. 


She hitherto had been among the Number of thoſe Innocents, whoſe 


Foundation of Virtue is grounded upon an Inſenſibility of Evil, and 
| who often preſerve their Purity more unſpotted than thoſe who ſtrive, 

with curious Eyes, to pry into the Difference of Good and Evil, and 
think it ſufficient if they know, without following the moſt commen- 


dable Way : Bur on the other Hand, the pure and fimple Mind is the 


eaſier to be, by an artful Dealer, wrought upon, becauſe it has not 
proved the Ways of Wickedneſs, nor felt the Sting which evil Doing 
ever carries in it; ſo now our harmleſs Philoclea, whoſe Senſes had 
neer before been moved beyond the common Courſe, and whoſe ten- 


der Youth had ſtill with dutiful Obedience waited her Parents Will, 


wichout preſcribing in any thing to herſelf; when ſhe, I ſay, was ar- 
rived at a Difficulty wherein her Judgment ſhould exert itſelf, and di- 
Mtinguiſh between Right and Wrong, ſhe was wholly at a Loſs, like a 
timerous Fawn, who at firſt coming within the Sound of her Purſuers 
knows not whether or no ſhe is in Danger, ſo perhaps at length ſhe 
buys her Knowledge with her Life: So the fair Philoclea now began 
dearly to purchaſe her Experience ; for after Zelmane had for ſome 

time continucd in the Lodge, and that her being a noble Stranger had 
' raiſed a more particular Notice in Philoctea, the Lonelineſs of the 
Place, where ſhe had no one to converts with bur ber Parents, 
made her take a double Pleaſure in ſo agreeable a Companion: The 


Wit and ſprightly Manner of Zelmane, excited the Admiration of 5 
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who ſaw her; and the particular Addreſs ſhe paid to Philoclta, made 
her grow ſtill more partial to her; till at length ſhe found a more than 
common Pleaſure in being near her, and an uneaſy Wreſtleſſneſs when 
abſent: She daily found out new Charms in every Action of Zelmane; 
and tho! at firſt ſhe admired Zelmane for the Perfections which adorn'd 
her, yet now ſhe thought the Merit of thoſe Perfections lay only in 
their belonging to Zelmane; and as it is natural for Imitation to follow 
what we moſt admire, ſo ſhe was never eaſy but when ſhe was affecting 
ſome Part or other of Zelmane's Behaviour, continually wiſhing her 
ſelf a perfect Pattern of her, and watching every Look and Motion 
that ſhe might copy after it; and when ſhe found her Reaſon, (nor 
yet experienc'd in the dangerous Iſſues of ſuch Prepoſſeſſions,) painted 
out Zelmane as a worthy Example for her Youth to follow, ſhe uncon- 
crouled purſu'd the Pleaſure ſhe took in it. And now the grave and 
ſad Deportment of Zelmane was / extended to Philoclea; the Grace of her 
Delivery, and every particular Motion; and as Zelmane would often, 
with Eyes of ſilent Rapture and fierce Deſire, gaze on Fhiloclea, ſhe 
wou'd return each Look with equal Eagerneſs, tho' inſenſible that they 
proceeded from the ſame Cauſe; every ſnort Moment which Zelmane 
could ſteal from Gynecia's Jealouſy, ſhe wou d employ in being near Philo- 
clea, while ſhe was no leſs aſſiduous to gain Opportunities of entertain- 
ing her much-loved Friend: Tf Zelmane ſtole her Hand, and gently ſtrain'd 
it, the in tender Friendſhip would return the Pleaſure, which would 
almoſt diſſolve Ze/mane with ſecret Rapture: If Zelmans ſigh d, ſhe alſo 
wou'd with hers make up the Chorus: When Zelmane was ſad, ſhe 
thought it unpardonable to be cheerful: When Zelmane, with Looks 
of Languiſhing, and Arms a-croſs, would walk with down-caſt Eyes, 
neglectful of the Converſation ; ſhe thought ir proceeded from the 
Depth of Wiſdom, and therefore would immediately fall into the ſame 
muzing Poſture; till ar laſt, er ſhe herſelf was conſcious of the 
Infection, ſhe had caught the Malady that occaſion'd thoſe Marks of 
Paſſion : Whether it were that her ſtrict Obſervation of Zelmane had 
found her Friendſhip extend to more than common Limits, and ſo had 
ſtrerch'd her own to anfwer it, tho' ſhe knew not where the Bounds 
were fix d, or poſſibly how Love. may carry an infectious Power with 
it. But howe er it was, ſhe now began to liſten to thoſe Harbingers of 
Love, uncertain Wiſhes and unfix'd Deſires ; ſometimes ſhe'd think 
how happy it would be if Zelmane and ſhe could ſpend their Lives to- 
gether, like two harmleſs Veſtals of the chaſte Diana's Train; then in 
a Moment contradict that Thought, by conſidering there would be 
other Nymphs that poſſibly might ſhare that Friendſhip, which ſhe was 
covetous of alone enjoying: Then would ſhe wiſh Zelmane had been 
her Siſter, that the mutual Ties of Conſanguinity might confirm their 
Friendſhip, her Unexperience little imagining it was already faſten'd by 
a ſuperiour Claim; but then again, conſidering that were it ſo, a Hus- 
band might plead a better Right to her Afſect ions, ſhe diſcarded that 

Wiſh, 
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| Wiſh, and grown boldef, and het Wiſhes keightet'd by unknown Deſire, 
ſhe would earneſtly wiſh Zelmane or ſhe had been a Man, that by the 
taſting Ties of Marriage they might be inſur d to one another. 
But when this Thought had once open d itſelf in her Heart, what 
Millions of impatient Longings, cruel Repinings, and ardent Wiſhes, 
ſucceeded the new-born Hope! At length, informing Dreams began 
to inſtruct her more fully in her Deſites, than her waking Thoughts 
had a Power of doing ; but as ſome Diſtempers, when they are 
lightly grounded, would eaſily admit a Cure, could they be gueſs d 
at, yet having reach'd a Height ſufficient to be known, have taken 
too deep Root to be remov d; ſo the loſt Philoclea, when Love but 
play'd his Arrows round her Heart, and might with Eaſe have been re- 
mov d, was wholly inſenſible what mighty Power thus artfully at- 
tack d her; but when he had ſtruck em Home, and by the racking 
Torments they occaſion'd, taught her to know what Malady ſhe la- 


bour'd under, ſhe had not even the Deſire to find a Cure; ſo true it 


is that the Diſeaſe of Love is infinitely more fatal than any other, be- 
cauſe it carries a ſecret Pleaſure in the Infection, which makes the 
Patient unwilling to ſeek a Remedy. And now the inſulting God no 
longer conceald his miſchievous Deſigns, but openly diſplay'd his 
Purpoſes, and gloried in the Conqueſt; and to ſecure his Power, he 
placed a Garriſon of Hopes and Fears, Diſquiets and Deſpairs within 
the Fair One's Breaſt, who with alternate Government guarded the 
Place: One Moment Shame would uſurp and mount her beauteous 
Cheeks in glowing Bluſhes ; then Fear, with his timerous Train, would 
drive him back, and make the lively Red give Place to mortal Pale- 
neſs; now her Blood was all inflamed, and then again ſeiz'd with a 
a ſhivering Cold ; her Deſires hurried her furiouſly along, though ſhe 
was ignorant to what they tended; her own Wiſhes taught her to ob- 
ſerve her Mother's Actions; and as no Example is half fo prevalent 
as what is cloath'd in the Authority of a Parent, ſo ſhe thought her De- 
ſires muſt be laudable, ſince ſhe found her Mother ſo deeply poſſeſs'd of 
the ſame, and therefore did not in the leaſt endeavour to ſuppreſs them. 


Had not Zelmane's Perfection been too conſpicuous to want a Confir- 


mation, Gynecia's warchful Jealouſy would greatly have advanced the 
Admiration of Philoclea; but as it was, ſhe wanted no Reaſons to 
confirm the high Opinion ſhe held of her; and that only ſerv'd, as it 
continually prevented her and Zelmane from any private Conference, 
to make her ſenſible of the Pleaſure a Lover takes in Retirement, 
when hinder'd from being entertain'd by the Object of their Wiſhes : 
This Pleaſure Philoclea had for ſome Time experiencd, and therefore 
was glad to take the Opportunity of her Mother's ſending her to the 
other Lodge, to ſteal an Hour to lament her Fate, and give a little 
Vent to thoſe Woes which ſwell'd her Heart almoſt to burſting; and 
the more aptly for that Purpoſe, ſhe turn'd a little out of the 


Park” into a Neighbouring Wood, which in her careleſs Days ſhe 
much 
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a8 thou canſt diſpoſe of tliat that dares to intercept thy Brightneſs; 
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much delighted in: At the Entrance there was a Tuft of Trees {o 


cloſely ſer, that the Shade the Moon-light gave through it, might 
well in her young Fancy have rais'd ſome Apprehenſions ; but Love 


had baniſh'd all Superſtition but what itſelf occaſion'd : The Place ſhe 
perfectly remember d, having often claim d the Protection of its Shade 
againſt the too piercing Eyes of Phebus, and enjoy d her own Re- 


flections when ſhe was happy in being Miſtreſs of them. 


But whar moſt had fixd it in her Imagination, was a fine white 
marble Stone that was ſet in the Midſt of it, which in the ancient 


heatheniſh Times had been an Altar dedicated to the Sy/vzan Gods; 
and ſhe having found it out a few Days before Zelmane's Coming, had 
ſtain'd its ſnowy Top with a few Verſes, which containd a Vow ſhe 
had then taken of perpetual Chaſtity : The Sight of it brought the 
Purpoſe to her Memory, and conſcious of the Change, it ſhock'd her 
ro find her own Hand-Writing a ſtanding Witneſs of it; and ap- 
proaching ir, ſhe would willingly have read the particular Words, but 
the Trees being cloſed at Top prevented the Moon from giving a ſuf- 
ficient Light, and beſides the Ink was a good deal worn, and in many 
Places blotted ; which ſhe earneſtly obſerving, Alaſs, cry'd ſhe, thou Per- 
fection of all Whiteneſs, that ne'er receiv'd a Spot but by my unlacky 
Hand, well do theſe Blots become a blotted Writer; but O impartial Stone 
pardon her Weakneſs, which did not then diſſemble, but has ſince changed 


her happy in 6 enjoy the Glory of thy Nature, and with thy boaſt- 


ed Conſtancy bare Witneſs of my Fickleneſs ; tis what I well deſerye , 
with that leaning upon the Corner of it, and fixing her melancholly 


Eyes, ſome Verſes came into her Head, which if ſhe had had Materi- 


als, ſhe would have adjoyn'd to the other, as a Retraction of what ſhe 
had before ſaid: But not ſeeing any Means of fixing the Recantation, 
ſhe laid her perfect Form down under one of the Trees, bleſſing the 


Earth with all her heavenly Print, and for ſome Time turn'd and toſs d 
about as ſhe would try to throw from her the Evil/that did ſo hard be- 


ſet her; and ofcen hiding the Beauties of her Face, as ſhe were con- 


ſcious they had conſpir'd in her undoing. At length, weary with the 


unavailing Motion, ſhe raiſed herſelf upon her Elbow, a Suppor fit 
only for ſuch a heavenly Weight, and with a whiſpering Note, O mi- 
ſerable Wretch, cry'd ſhe, what poiſonous Heats are theſe that thus 
torment my Heart, and fire my Blood? How has this Stranger robb'd 
me of my Quiet, and invaded my once peaceful Soul? By what Me- 
thod has this deſtructive Fire reach'd my Heart, and from what had it 
the fatal Power to make itfelf receiv'd? But O too well I know Zel. 
mane alone could give it a Commiſſion, or at leaſt one that I ſhould 
obey. As ſhe was thus exclaiming, a little Cloud paſs'd before the 
Moon, and intercepted her Sight of it: O Diana, cry'd ſhe, how hap- 
py were I, could I as eaſily remove this Cloud that ſhades my Virtue, 
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me any Help. 
of my unhieard-of Paſſion : Yet theſe Objections, great as they may 
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or would it might for ever continue to ſflade thee from being a Witnieſs 
of my Folly : Then turning her Eyes upon the Stars, which then ap- 
pear d in their full Luſtre; My Parents, faid ſhe, have often told me; 
that theſe heavenly Bodies condeal from our imperfect Senſes certain 
Deities, whoſe Influences govern our variable Actions; if it be ſo, 
then, O you Stars, be favourable to me, yet wich impartial Juſtice 


Judge my Caſe; and O! if with premeditated Wickedneſs I have 


made myſelf a Prey to vain Deſires, or by wanton Luft and Idle- 


neſs fitted my Heart to receive the foul Impreſſion, then let the 


cankerd Evil increaſe in me till the bare Mention of my Name be- 


comes odious to every honeſt Tongue, and myſelf a Scandal to all 


Woman-kind : Bur if the Extremity of Fate and your malicious In- 
fluence has with irreſiſtible Violence oppreſs'd me, ſo that T had not 


the Power of withſtanding it; who, O ye Stars! will cer pay Homage 


to you, unleſs you aſſiſt your helpleſs Votary 2 Bur I fear in vain 
T invoke your Aid, and you have not, cannot have the Power to afford 
No, Sin muſt be the Parent, and Shame the Produce 


appear in others Eyes, I ſhould eſteem bur trifling ; tis the Impoſſi- 
bility of being ever gratified, that rends my Heart with more than 


mortal Agonies; unlawful Wiſhes ever meet their Puniſhment, bur 


then *tis after the mighty Pleaſure of deſerving it; but to be tortur'd 
with all the Racks of Guilt, and yet ne'er taſte the ruinous Delights 
for which they are prepat'd, is an unparallel'd Piece of Miſery. But 
why, O fooliſh Girl, doſt thou exclaim on Fortune, when the Fault 
is only in thy unreaſonable ſelf? What Man was cer ſo madly cove- 


tous, as to repine becauſe he could not gather Riches out of the bar: 


ren Earth! > Or what aſpiring Wretch was ever ſo ambirious, as to em- 
ploy his Thoughts in contriving how he might ſcale the Heavens ? 
Why then, unhappy Philoclea, doſt thou form thy Wiſhes to obtain 
as great Impoſſibilities? And yet why ſhould I raſhly thus condemn my- 


| ſelf and Fortune before I hear what ſhe has to propoſe 2 How do I know 


what Bleſſings Love may have hoarded for me? Is it not viſible that my 


Mother ſees Zelmane with the ſame deſiring Eyes that I do; and ſhould 


I pretend to greater Wiſdom than her that bore me? Either ſhe fears not 


an Impoſlibility in attaining her Wiſhes; or if ſhe does, I need not ſure 


be ſo over-cautious of receiving a Paſſion, which her Wiſdom and Ex- 
perience thinks fit to harbour. But what weighs more than any Argu- 
ments I can urge, Does not Zelmane, who will not perform the mi- 
nuteſt Action without it firſt be ballanc'd by Reafon and true Vir- 
tue, does not ſhe, I ſay, return my Love with equal Tenderneſs? I 
know ir, T am convinc'd ſhe does by ten thouſand Confirmations; her 


Eyes, her every Senſe confeſs it: And then if ſo much Excellence 


can condeſcend to honour me with her Eſteem, why ſhould not I be 
proud to receive, and as much as I am able return, the tranſporting 


Pleaſure: 2 Then vaniſh all ye vain Enquiries of why and how ; it muſt, 
K K it 
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it ſhall be ſo ; Zelmane loves me, and I will love Zelmane, ſpight of the 
ſtrange unhappy Oppoſition which preſents itſelf. And in her Extaſy 
almoſt embracing the Ground whereon ſhe lay, ſhe ſoftly whiſper'd, 
(fearing almoſt herſelf ſhould hear the conſcious Sounds) O my Zel- 
mano, direct thy wavering Philoclea; to thee without reſerve I give 
_ myſelf, and by thy Wiſdom wholly will be guided. 


Loſt and bewilder'd in this Maze of Thought, ſtarting and raving 
to herſelf, ſhe poſſibly would have ſpent the conſcious Night, inſenſi- 
ble how the Hours paſs d; but that Miſo and Dametas, hearing ſhe 
was to come to their Lodge that Night, had been all about to ſee for 
her, and at laſt came cloſe by the Thicket. Dametas grumbling and 
ſaying, that he did not care to trouble himſelf about other Peoples 
Buſineſs ; but for his Part he did not think it proper that young Girls 
ſhould ſtir out of the Sight of their Rulers, unleſs it were to fave a 
Lamb from a Woolf's Paw, or a Chicken from a Kite's Foot, or ſome 
ſuch Matter of great Importance. Mo, mumping her Chops, ſaid, 
If her Daughter Mopſa had ſery'd them ſuch a Trick, ſhe would have 
given her ſuch a Leſſon as ſhould have ſpoil'd her for rambling one while, 
Their Voices, and the wrangling Noiſe they made, raiſed Philoclea 
out of her muſing Trance; and therefore riſing and ſhewing herſelf, 
ſhe pretended ſhe only did it to banter and put them in a little Fright, 
and fo went with them ro the Lodge; and having order'd M/s to at- 


tend her Mother, ſhe went (being bred to wait upon herſelf) alone 


up to Pamela's Chamber; where thinking a little to amuſe her Cares 
with the deſir d Converſation of her much-lov'd Siſter, ſhe found her 
in a Poſture that ſpoke her much fitter to receive Relief than give it; 
for though it was an Hour when the drouſy God moſt generally drops 
his leaden Mace upon the Eyes of Mortals, which for a while charms 
their moſt watchful Cares, yet the fair Pamela had nor bleſs d her Bed, 
bur was ſitting in a Chair, leaning with her Head almoſt over the 
Back of it, and her Eyes earneſtly fix'd upon a ſmall Wax Light 
which was burning before her; in one Hand ſhe held a Letter, 
and in the other a Handkerchief, which had with ſo much Eager- 
neſs drunk up the happy Tears that lately flowd from out the 
beauteous Fountains of her Eyes, that with its too boiſterous Touch, 


it had left a crimſon Circle round them; which looked like the red 
Streaks in the fair Element, when ſcorched by Phæbus too powerful 


Rays. The tender Philoclea ſtarted to find her in this Poſture, and be- 
ing taught, by too dear Experience, to know the Badges and the 
Signs of Woe, ſhe went up to her, and begg'd of her to tell her what 
occaſion'd theſe Sparks of inward Sorrow, that ſhe might either give 
her ſome Relief, or lighten the Burthen by partaking of it? But Pamela, 
looking as ſhe was rather uneaſy that ſhe had ſeen ſo much, than 
willing to inform her further, roſe up, and wou'd have turn'd the Con- 
verſation, asking how ſhe came to ſtay ſo late? Which Shyneſs Phz- 

| loclea 


"A 
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loclea ſoon obſerving ; O my Pamela! cry'd ſhe, with ſome Warmth} 


How comes it that you, who are to me a Siſter by the tender Bond 
of Nature, a Mother in Affection, a Princeſs by the Nation's Laws, 
and what ſeems a far greater Tye than any of thoſe Names, a Friend 
by Choice, which happy Title you have hitherto confirmed in every 
Action, what powerful Reaſons can you have for thus baniſhing me 
your Counſels? Are your Griefs ſo dear to you, that you can grudge a 
Friend a Part? Or do you think I am not capable of keeping, or un- 
worthy of being truſted with the mighty Secret? What is there that 
can, or oughr to be conceal'd from a Siſter; or what is more, from a 
Friend's Notice? But Pamela, fearful how to anſwer, only told her 
that they ſhould have Opportunity enough to talk as they lay toge- 
ther: So pulling oft their Cloaths, they robb'd them of their Glory to 
adorn the Bed, which for that might well have been prefer'd to the 
celebrated Shrine of Venus. Tho they were ignorant of each other's Ma- 
ladies, yet they ſtrove to ſooth them with gentle Blandiſhments and 
chaſte Embraces, exchanging Kiſſes of Affection in ſuch a tender Man- 


ner, that it ſeem'd as if the little wanton Cupid was playing without his 


Arrows; or that weary of his own Fires, ſought to refreſh and cool himſelf 
between their coral Lips. But Philoclea, taking Pamela in her Arms, 
again conjur d her to let her know her Griefs; who drawing the Curtain, 
that the Candle might not be a Witneſs of her Bluſhes, was going to 
comply with the Requeſt; but then her Breath, half formed to Words, 
was ſtreight converted into racking Sighs; ſo that after a little Thought, 
T beg, ſays ſhe, my deareſt Phi/oclea, we may talk upon ſome other 
Subject; and pray tell me, was ever any thing ſo improved as our 
Paſtoral Sports, ſince Dorus had a Share in them? O Love! how pe- 
netrating are thy blind Eyes! Philoclea ſoon gueſſed her Siſter's Mean- 
ing, and therefore cunningly to draw her on to a more full Diſcoyery, 
Indeed, reply'd ſhe, T have often wonder d how ſo many uncommon 
Excellencies ſhou'd be center'd in ſo mean a Perſon, but poſſibly For- 
tune was afraid to lay her Treaſures where there was ſo much Merit, 
leſt they ſhould be undervalued ; but what ſurpriſes me moſt is, how 
he can bear to ſubmit to the Direction of ſuch an ignorant ſtupid Crea- 
ture as Dametas. O! interrupted Pamela, if you knew the Motive 
he has to it; but indeed of that I am ignorant, to fay the Truth; but 
Lord, what a Subject are we got upon, to talk of ſuch a Fellow? And 
yet, my Dear, if you were but ſometimes to obſerve him as I do, 
while Dametas perſecutes him with his ruſtick Lectures; telling him 
ever to feed his Beaſts before Noon; where to ſhade them from the 
extream Heat; how to make the Manger handſome for his Oxen ; 
when tis proper to uſe the Goad, and when the Voice; giving him 
the Rules of a Herdſman, tho he pretends to make a Shepherd of him : 
To ſee, I ſay, with what a Grace (which almoſt ſets a Glory upon 
his mean Condition) he condeſcends to be informed of theſe Trifles, 
you wou'd greatly wonder. But what is that to us, we certainly = 

| much 
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much better employ our time in Sleep, than talking thus idly : O my 
Pamela! cry d Philoclea, indeed you're caught; the Steadineſs of your 
Wit was not wont to produce ſuch broken Sentences ; you love, my 
Siſter, ſure as Fate you do; therefore leave this vain Diſſembling, and 
frankly own what you have not the Power to hide. Since, reply'd Pamela, 
you have found the Secret, take it for your Pains; and know, I ſoon- 
er wou'd have given it you, but that T cou'd not teach my Tongue to 
ſpeak the unuſual Sound. But indeed, my Philoclea, you muſt have 
a Care, for ſure I think the ſtouteſt Virtue is not Proof againſt the Ar- 
rows of Affection; therefore be warn'd by my fatal Example, and 
ſhun, like Death, the cruel Mark. Alaſs, thinks Philoclta, your Ad- 
vice comes much too late; but now Pamela having broke the Ice, ſhe 
with impetuous Violence hurry'd down the Stream of her Affection, 
telling her Siſter how his noble Qualities had inſenſibly engag d her 
Liking, but that ſhe had ever weigh'd his Meanneſs in the Ballance, 
that ſhe might keep her Paſſion within due Bounds; till he having us'd 
continual Aſſiduity to find a Time to ſpeak to her, and being ſtill pre- 
vented, either by his Diſdain, or the continual Preſence of her watch- 
ful Goalers, he at length form'd a Contrivance to pretend a Paſſion for 
Mopſa, and ſo utter in that conceald Manner whatever he wou'd 
have her know : And, continued ſhe, he has done every thing to make 
me ſenſible of his Deſign; for in the moſt feeling and paſſionate Man- 
ner that is poſſible, he has told his own Story, as if it related to a 
third Perſon, making poor filly Mopſa believe it an Accident that hap- 
pened many Years paſt. And to convince you that my Tears flow not 
either from Repentance or Diſpair, know, the dear Author of them is 
_ every way my Equal in Birth and Fortune, and no leſs than that very 

Prince Muſidorus, who is ſo famous all over Aſia for his heroick and 
gallant Actions: And I believe you may remember the noble Plangus 
gave my Father a particular Account of his unhappy Story; but he 
was miſinform'd as to the latter Part of it, for he imagined him loſt 
in the Shipwreck, when indeed only his Couſin the brave Pyrocles 
periſh'd, my Prince being happily preſerv'd by the two famous Shep- 
herds, Strephon and Claius. O Philoclea ! had you but heard his Words, 
and ſeen with what a moving Action he endeavour'd to draw my Ob- 
ſervation, and inform me which way his Paſſion was directed, and 
how cruel the Reſtraint ſeem'd to him, it ſurely wou'd have excited 
thoſe diſtant Paſſions in you of Pity and Delight. Tell me, my dear- 
eſt Siſter, I conjure you, and with impartial Judgment, (for I call every 
Power in Heaven and Earth as Witneſſes, that T am reſolutely bent to 
follow the ſtricteſt Rules of Virtue ;) can I, I fay, without being guilty 
of the moſt baſe Ingratitude, neglect his Love; who being in the Prime 
of Life, his Perſon God-like, and his Mind ſuperior, if poſſible, eyen 
ro that, bleſs d with a Fortune ſufficient to diſplay them both; yet, 
upon my Account, neglects his Power, Honour, and every thing in 
Life that ſhou'd be dear to him, and for the only poor Satisfaction of 


being 
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being in my Preſence, is content to cloud his Greatneſs under the 


mean Appearance of a Hireling, and to ſubmit to a baſe and low O- 
bedience, who was himſelf born to govern Nations. But poſſibly you 
may object, and ſay, How am I ſure that this is really Prince Muſi- 
dorus, ſince true Wiſdom is ever cautious of Belief? And J aſſure you, 
I my ſelf (tho his every Look and Motion commanded Credit) was 
not eaſily convinc'd ; for the very Nature of Deſire is rimorous, and is 


not more cager to have its Views confirm'd, than it is careful of cer- 
_ tain Grounds to go upon; and tho' 'tis very ready to ſnatch ar the 


firſt Glance of Comfort, yet it is full as greedy to be firſt aſſured it 
merits that Appellation: And indecd I have had of him all the Proofs 


that Reaſon can deſire, by a thouſand Demonſtrations ; and to confirm 
all, he wou'd fain have me ſend to Theſſalia; bur ſure I can never be 


ſo injurious to his honourable Love, and my own Judgment, as ſo 
far to ſuſpect him: Vet has not he the poor Reward, for all his Pains 
and Merit, to know I am of that Opinion; for tho he every Day in- 
vents new Methods to manifeſt himſelf unto me, yet I receive them 
with ſuch a Shew of Coldneſs and Indifference, that 'tis impoſſible he 
ſhou'd once gueſs the Effect they have upon me. 


The other Day he and Dametas dreſs'd themſelves very richly to 
divert me with running at the Ring ; but ſure never was any Thing 
ſo extraordinary as they both appeard, though in a different Way. 
Dametas came firſt, and look'd for all the World as one had dreſs'd 
a Bear up for Sport; or like a great heavy Cow adorn'd for Sacrifice. 
But O how heavenly was Dorus Appearance, when he preſented him- 
ſelf on Horſeback before me! And with what an Air of humble Ma- 
jeſty did he approach me! His Looks were bent upon me, as if his 
every Motion depended on my Eyes. In this fixt Poſture he re- 
main'd, till I order'd Mopſa to deſire him to ſhew me the Perfections 
of his Horſe, The Moment J had ſpoke, with a Kind of gentle Vio- 
lence he came towards me, beating the Ground ſo juſtly, that the tru- 
eſt Dancer could not obſerve a more equal Meaſure: Juſt as the Ship, 
which, if you recollect, you and I once ſaw when the Sea went high 
upon the Coaſt of Argos, fo moved the happy Beaſt that bore his 
Weight; while he (as if Centaur- like he had been of the ſame Piece) 
moy'd no more than he would have done with the Motion of his own 
Limbs ; and though he had both Spurs and Whip, they ſecm'd rather 
Marks of Sovercignty, than Inſtruments of Puniſhments ; his Hands 
and Legs ſeem'd to command without the Trouble of fatiguing Threats, 
rather ſhewing the Power of chaſtiſing, than uſing it; or if he ſome- 
times lightly corrected him, it was in ſuch a flight and gentle Man- 
ner that our Eyes could not obſerve it; nor did the Horſe betray it by 
any Change of Motion or Reſentment. But ſure it was good Sport to 
ſee how Dametas was toſs'd from the Saddle to the Main of the 
Horſe, and from rhence to the Ground, giving his gay Apparel almoſt 
21 ag 
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as ſully'd and as foul an Outſide, as when he pot it on he had done 
a2 Lining: But though before he had often boaſted that he wanted but 
a Horſe and Furniture to be as braye a Courtier as the beſt; yet now, 
convicted and reprov'd with Bruiſes, he declard he chought it was not 
conſiſtent with a Man of any Senſe to put himſelf under the Power of 
a Beaſt : So that Dorus was fain alone to take the Ring; wherein he 
manag d with ſuch Arr, that at leaſt my unskilful Eyes could not dif. 
cern, but that taking his Staff off his Thigh, the deſcending it a little 
down, the getting it into the Reſt, the letting the Point fall, and ta- 
| King the Ring, was all center d in one Motion; or if they were ſeve- 

ral, they did ſo inſenſibly ſteal into one another, that the latter was 
begun before the Eye had Leiſure to diſcern the firſt was ended : In- 
deed, Dametas could find many Faults ; but in my Eyes he was a per- 


fect Repreſentation of all Chivalry. 


But whatever Pleaſure he afforded me, I did but ill repay; for the 
more he gain'd upon me, and the more Reaſon he gave me to admire 
him, the more ſtrictly I ſummon'd all my Reſolution to ſuppreſs, or at 
leaſt conceal my Paſſion: But, indeed, the Malice turn'd in ſome De- 
gree upon myſelf, for the more I ſtrove to ſmother and keep in the 
raging Fire that had poſſeſs d me, the more for want of Vent it flam- 
ed within; oft has my Boſom ſwol'n almoſt to burſting with keeping 
impriſon'd Sighs, and my Heart been almoſt drown'd with Tears that 
T have driven from mine Eyes; but what did all this avail the unhap- 
py Dorus; whofe Eyes being his only Tntelligencers, could diſcover no 
outward Marks of Pity in me; while no Day nor Hour paſs'd, but 
that he would by ſome Means or other contrive to teſtify his Love? 
One Time he danced the Matzelme Dance, dreſs'd all in Armour, (but 
O! with how divine and godlike an Appearance he perform'd it) as I 
ſuppoſe, to let me ſee he had been uſed to ſuch Exerciſes ; another 
Time he perſwaded Dametas, (in order to amuſe and paſs my melan- 
cholly Hours) by way of Dialogue, to play Priamus, while he per- 
form'd the Part of Paris; do but think, my Phzloclea, what a ſweet 

Priamus we had; but my Paris more than came up to the Original; 
(O may he never imitate his Falſhood) for while in ſavage Dreſs, 
with naked Neck and Arms, he pleaded his Paſſion to Oenone, twas 
viſible, by his alter d Countenance and falling Tears, that he truly 
felt the Part he ſeem'd to counterfeit. Tell me, my deareſt Siſter, did 
Nature e'er produce ſo true a Lover, or ſo brave a Prince? Then 
judge if J have given eaſy way, or been conquer'd by a weak Aſſault 2 
I ſhould abhor, deteſt, and loath myſelf, and curſe my Frailty, if J 
thought a vain Deſire or looſe Guſt of Paſſion had overcome me ; bur 
ſince my Parents deal with me fo cruelly, and with fo much Inhuma- 
nity, I think tis fully Time J ſhould employ and a little truſt ro my 
own Judgment; yet hitherto, as J have told you, I have given no 


way to its Remonſtrances, but ſpight of all the Arguments of That 
i and 


Mederiizgd by Mrs. STANLEY: 131 


id Love, have appear'd cateleſs and negligent of all his Actions; 
which cruel Uſage has ſo effected him, that much I fear the Conſe- 
quence. With that, opening the Curtain, and reaching out her tremb- 
ling Hand, ſhe took a Paper from beneath her Pillow: See here, fays 
ſhe, what a moving Letter he this Day, with an afflicted Look and 
faultering Speech, deliver'd me, pretending before Mopſa, that he only 
gave it me to read to her ; with that ſhe * d it and read the follow- 


ing Words: 


OW infinitely bleſs d is this inſenſible Conveyer of its Ma- 
| * ſter's Woes, ſince it will be admitted to a Happineſs which 
* Kings in vain might kneeling ſue for: Yet, O my Paper! let not thy 
* harmleſs Leaves tremble at the Approach, as thou wert conſcious 
thou cameſt from an unworthy Maſter ; for the Moment thou ſhalt 
© receive the Honour of her Touches, thou wilt be of equal Eſtima- 
tion with the moſt ſacred Relict: Therefore mourn boldly Ink; for 
* while ſhe condeſcends to look on thee, the Splendour of her Eyes 
< will reflect a Luſtre on thy ſable Hue, and make thee ſhine bright 
* almoſt as their glorious Orbs. With Courage then my Paper ſpeak 
* thy Maſter's Miſeries, ſince repeated by her Angel Voice thy Cries 
© will ſeem ſweet as the Muſick of the Spheres : Go then (thou 
© happy Meſſenger of a fad Story) and tell the dear Diſpoſer of my 
© Life, that the undone and hopeleſs Wretch, that dares not ſuffer his 
oy 
i 


exalted Love to ſpeak, to look, or even to think of his preſumptu- 
ous Paſſion without Diſguiſe, does yet dare to employ thy Oratory, 


© and recommend it to her ſacred Judgment: Tell her, ſo much I think 
< myſelf her Slave, that were it poſſible to keep my fleeting Life, T'd 
not diſpoſe ont, though I live in Torrures, without firſt having her 
© Permiſſion : But O, without my own, 'tis haſting from me; and this 
Temple, conſecrated to her Image, will ſhortly, very ſhortly be levelld 
* with the Duſt, unleſs with one ſoft Word or tender Look ſhe_ ſhould Ih 
* ſupport the tottering Frame. But that were a vain Thought; for long = 
* my every Senſe, from melancholly Proofs, has brought me Arguments 1198 
to ſhew ſhe thought my Being not worth her leaſt Regard. I dont | +18 
complain of her, but of relentleſs Fate, that urgd me on ta love, 5 1 
* where I ought only to have adored; but J am greatly puniſh'd for Wi! 
the preſumpruous Thought. What haſt thou then to do, O wretehed Wil 
x Dorus, but to obey and die, ſince tis not in her heavenly Diſpoſiti- 9 
* on to regard thy worthleſs Life? Therefore let the ungrateful i'Þ 
* Thought be quickly buried in Oblivion; and thou, my Letter, end | 1 
thy mournful Tale; ſince a thouſand Words cou d only ſerve to tell Whit 
* her, that as 1 lived, 1 * her faithful Slave. | —_ 
Now [i 
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Now judge my Philoclea, are theſe humble Lines, from ſuch 4 
mighty Prince, lightly to be eſteem'd > Had you but ſeen him, when, 
with trembling Hands and languid Checks he had deliver'd them, with 
what faint and feeble Steps he went away, as he were but the Sha- 
dow of himſelf, your tender Heart would ſurely have bled for him. 
Twice I was going to call him back; but Pride (the fatal Contra- 
dictor of all our Sex's Happineſs) interrupted and ſtopp'd the Paſſage 
of my Words, ſo that I let him go without the leaſt favourable Look: 
But O how much I fear rhe Conſequence, and repent my ill- tim'd 
Scorn, theſe Tears can witneſs. And now, my deareſt Philoclea, you 
have the real Reaſon of that deſpairing Poſture you found me in, and 
ſurely you'll allow T've more than Cauſe. Here a freſh Torrent of fal- 
ling Tears ſtopp'd her Voice. Ceaſe, O ceaſe, cry'd Philoclta, theſe 
unavailing Tears, ſince in yourſelf it lies to ſtop the Fountain of them; 
Your timely Pity will ſoon heal the Wounds your Scorn has made: 
and the Life, which by your Cruelty you have endanger'd, your 
Kindneſs will immediately reſtore. Thus did the ſoothing Fair en- 
deayour to mitigate her Siſter's Sorrows, although her tender Heart in 
ſecret was almoſt burſting with the full Meaſure of its own; but Pa- 
mela's Spirits, (tir d with Exceſs of Grief) almoſt without her Know- 
ledge, had made.a League with Sleep, who came with eager haſte to 
bathe himſelf in the Fountain of her fair weeping Eyes. 


Which when Philoclea ſaw, and found herſelf at liberty to give 
ſome Vent to her long ſmother'd Sorrows, wringing her Hands, and 
watering the Pillow with her Tears ; O miſerable Wretch, cry'd ſhe, 
ſure thou wert only born to prove the greateſt Miſeries Fate can im- 
poſe on Morrals: How happy ſhould I think myſelf had I Pamela's 
Fortune; her very Miſeries are Comforts, compar'd with mine; ſhe 
only weeps becauſe ſhe has herſelf withſtood being happy; my Tears 
flow from a cruel Certainty, that neither Heaven nor Earth, nor both 
combin'd, can ever make me ſo: Yer far, my deareſt Siſter, be it 


from me to envy thee thy Happineſs, for that will in ſome Degree ale- 


viate my own Miſeries ; no, I only wiſh that I were equally ally'd to 
thee in Fortune, as in Blood. ae 


But now the Veil of Sorrow ſhadowing her Mind, as the Night be- 
fore had done her Eyes, they both ſubmitted to repoſe themſelves 
under the downy Wings of Sleep, which lull'd ſo pleaſingly their 
Cares, that the next Morning had almoſt loſt its Name e'er the Two 
ſleeping Fair Ones awaked from Dreams, which flatter'd them with 
Raptures their waking Thoughts were wholly Strangers to. From the 
viſionary Joy they were at length diſturb'd by Miſo; who having re- 
ceiv d Orders from Gynecza to attend continually upon her Daughters, 
and, in particular, not to ſuffer Zelmane and Philoclea to have a Mo- 
ment's 
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ment's Converſation but what ſhe was privy to. Glad of the Increaſe 
of her Authority, ſhe came with ſcouling Eyes, and ill-manncr'd Lan- 
guage, to deliver a deceitful Good-morrow to the two beautcous Si- 
ſters ; but telling them withal, ſhe thought it a ſhameful Cuſtom to lye 
thus long in Bed, waſting their Time, and ſpoiling their Complexi- 
ons: Thar for her Part, when ſhe was of their Age, ſhe would have 
made a Handkerchief by that Time o'the Day. The Princeſſes an- 
ſwer'd her Chiding only with a Smile, and obeying her Directions, got 
up and veil'd their naked Beauries with the happy Cloaths ; who then 
could boaſt a Situation beyond rhe greateſt Kings : The Moment Pa- 


mela was in readineſs, (and which, being attended with Impatience, 


ſhe was much ſooner than her Siſter) the laſt Behaviour of Dorus be- 


ing ſo deeply imprinted in her Heart, that ſhe was thoroughly ſen- 
ſible of all his Agonies ; and calling Mopſa, ſhe bid her go find him 


out, and bring him to her, that ſhe might make a nearer Obſer- 
vation of him, before ſhe interceded with Dametas to allow a 
Marriage. F Mopſa, glad of an Opportunity to go of ſo agreeable 
an Errand, ſoon found him, and brought him to Pamela; who in- 
tended, by a more favourable Behaviour, a little to alleviate his Pains, 
and alſo to hear from him the Particulars of his paſt Life; for 
though Fame had already given her an Account of it, yet ſhe was 
deſirous with more Certainty to hear it from his much-loy'd Mouth. 
But as a virtuous Diſpoſition is ever jealous over itſelf, ſo her 
cautious Temper would not ſuffer her to enter abruptly into In- 
terrogatories concerning Muſidorus, (whom ſhe was half aſham'd ſhe 
had fo eager a Regard for, and yet was angry her Paſſion could not 
equal his Worth) and therefore begun with Enquiries after Pyrocles; 
and turning to Dorus, with more Affection in her Countenance than 
the had ever before ſhewn, Shepherd, ſays ſhe, you told me Yeſter- 
day, that Plangus was deceiv'd in thinking Prince Maſidorus periſh'd, 

but you ſay his Couſin, the brave Prince Pyrocles, was drown'd, of 
whom certainly that Age muſt have an infinite Loſs; for as I e 

been told, he was a Prince in whom Mens Expectations were raiſed 
to the greateſt Height, and his growing Virtues promiſed they ſhould 
be fully anſwer' d. Moſt admir'd Princeſs, reply d Dorus, were he 
alive, I am ſure how great ſoever his Perfections were, he could not 
merit nor hope a more full Reward than being thought worthy your 
Approbation, and having his Praiſes ſounded by ſuch a Tongue; bur 


as ſure as that his Fame could ne er have found ſo noble and ſo refin'd 


an Air to fly in as your Breath, ſo ſure is it that were your Highneſs 
not to employ it on yourſelf, you could not in the World have found 


a Subject ſo worthy of it; as Noble, as a long Succeſſion of royal 


Anceſtors (as famous for their Valour, Power, and Virtues, as their 
Birth) could render him: His Perſon was without Exception; and yer 
his Mind, if poſſible, more lovely; valiant and merciful, affable and 
wile : In n what is there that can be called deſireable Wen he 
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was not poſſeſs d of? Ol excellent Pyrocles, how ſhall I find Words of 
ſufficient Eloquence to repreſent thy Virtues, and do Juſtice to thy 
uncommon Merit; would it had pleaſed the Almighty Powers, that 
thou ſhouldſt in ſome Degree have bequearh'd the Greatneſs of thy 
Soul to him who ever muſt hold it in the higheſt Admiration, then 
might I have pleaded ſome Title to that Happineſs I now in vain, I 
fear, aſpire to! With that he forc'd his Eyes, for a Time, to turn 
their aching Sight on Mapſa; who receiv'd his Looks with as much 
Delight, as he gave them with Regret. Dorus, reply'd Pamela, I 
think the Greatneſs of your Mind is very commendable, that can raiſe | 
itſelf out of ſo mean a State as you are placed in, to think of imi- 
tating ſo great a Prince as undoubtedly Pyroc/es muſt be eſteem'd : 
Whoever makes the Sun his Mark, though he can never be ſuppoſed 
to reach it, yet will he certainly ſhoor higher than he which aims on- 
ly at an humble Shrub. But pray, continued ſhe, ſince you are fo 
well acquainted with that Affair, do me the Pleaſure to inform me in 
the Story of Prince Euarchus, the boaſted Father of our Pyrocles, of 
whoſe right royal Virtues Fame has ſo largely ſpoken; and tell me 
by what Methods, and whether deſervedly, he gain'd that great Opi- 
nion; and then deſcend to the Particulars of his Son's Life and Loſs; 
and if it is conſiſtent, you may, as you go along, give ſome Account 
of his Couſin, Prince Muſidorus; becauſe they being continually toge- 
ther, their Actions might ſo much interfere, that poſſibly J can't be let 
clearly into the Story of Pyrocles, of whom 1 am moſt curious to 
be inform'd, without the Mention of the Other. Dh 2%, 


I am infinitely happy, reply'd Dorus, that in this Particular T am 
bleſs d with a Power, almoſt equal to the Will I cer ſhall bear to obey 
your Highneſs's Commands: Know then, Madam, that the famous 
Euarchus (at the Time you mention) was King of Macedon; a King- 
dom which in ancient Times held ſuch Authority over all the Pro- 
vinces of Greece, that even the particular Kings therein did (with 
more or leſs Degrees of Homage) acknowledge ſome Kind of Fealty 
unto it; and among the reſt, this noble and by your happy Birth 
now more exalted Kingdom of Arcadia own'd its Superiority. Bur 
when Euarchus came to take Poſſeſſion of the Crown, finding, ei- 
ther by the Negligence or the Misfortunes of his Anceſtors, that 
ſeveral of thoſe Duties had for many Ages been intermitted, he was 
unwilling to revive old Titles, how apparent ſoever they might appear, 
at the Expence of the Publick Quiet; but being contented to ſway 
alone that Scepter, which the Gods had more immediately placed in 
his Hand, he ſhew'd no leſs Magnanimity in deſpiſing, than others 
in affecting the Multiplicity of Kingdoms, che Earth having ſince 
born bleeding Witneſſes enough to prove that it was no want of true 
Courage; for as his Wiſdom always foreſaw what was moſt expedi- 
ent for his own and his Subjects Good, he was moſt juſt in perform- 


ing 


„ 
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ing it, and wary in abſtaining from every Thing contrary to it; 
and ſurely no Thought can imagine a more ſearching Judgment to 
pry our Dangers whene'er they threaten d, or a greater Spirit to 
contemn them where they were wrongfully offer d: He always eſteem'd 
Goodneſs the Mcaſure of his Glory; and if for any Thing he valued 
Greatneſs, it was becauſe ir daily offer'd him freſh Opportunities of 
exerciſing his unwearied Goodneſs: His outward Form was full of 
Majeſty, and the Beauties of his Mind ſhone out in every Action. He 
was ſtrong of Body, and the more ſo, becauſe by a long well diſci- 
plin'd Exerciſe he had been taught both how to act and ſuffer ; he had 
more than proved the Weight of fifty rolling Years, when his Ne- 
phew, Muſidorus, diſguiſed himſelf, and eclipſed his Glories, in ſuch 
Shepherds Weeds (as I now wear) for Love of the World's Ornament. 


This King being in his infant Years left an Orphan of both his 
render Parents, he found his State, when he came of an Age to have 
an allow'd Authority, ſo disjointed, even in the nobleſt Limbs of 
Government, that the bare Name of a King was grown odious to the 
People ; his Authority having been, in the Time of his Minority, 
greatly abuſed by thoſe great Lords and petty Kings; who, in the in- 
termediate Time of Reigning, by unjuſt advancing thoſe who were 
partially attach d to their private Intereſts, and oppreſſing them chat 
were Willing to defend the publick Welfare, had introduced (by a 
more felt than obſerved Manner of Proceeding): the worſt kind of Oli- 
garchy ; which is, when, a Nation is govern'd by a few, but yet not 

taught to know who thoſe few are they ſhou'd obey. a 


For thoſe People having the Power of Kings, tho not the Right, us'd 
their Authority as Men do Farms, which in a Year they are oblig'd 
to quit, making their King's Sword ſtrike whoever oppoſed their In- 
tereſt or Pleaſures, and his Purſe reward thoſe only who flatter'd and 
cajold their Vices ; and which was the greateſt Injury, made the royal 
Countenance an Inſtrument to undermine its own Sovereignty ; for 
the Subjects felt no Effects of ſupreme Power, but being loaded with 
grievous Taxations to ſerve vain Purpoſes: The Laws ſeemd made ra- 
ther to find, than-prevent Errors, and the Prince's Court more like a li- 


cenced Place for unbridled Laſciviouſneſs and Degeneracy of Manners, | 
than the regular and decent Form of a welkorder'd Government. From | 1 
theſe Evils grew a Diſſolution of all regular Eſtates, while the Great 1 
Men, as is the Nature of Ambition, never ſatisfy'd, grew factious among bl. 
themſelves ; and the Underlings gladly ſubmitted to them they hated 1 
leaſt, to preſerve themſelves from the Power they moſt abhor d. Men 1 
of Integrity and Virtue were ſure to be diſcouraged, leſt ſhining out in 1 
them it ſhou d diſcover the others want of it; till at lengch Virtue it- i | 
ſelf was almoſt quite ſuppreſſed, having no hopeful; End to which it _—_— 
could be directed. The older Men, being long inur'd to Willany and — Mt 00 
Corruption, an 
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Corruption, ſcorn'd and deſpiſed choſe that attempted to begin a Re. 
formation; and the younger Sort were very ready to find Faults, but 
not amend them. Trade was neglected and abus d, and whole Towns 
decay'd for want of juſt and natural Liberty ; all Offices, and even 
Tpiritual Ones, were ſold to the higheſt Bidder ; publick Defences 
ſhamefully neglected; and in ſhort (leaſt I tire you with this unplea- 
ſant Account) every Rule of Government wreſted and abuſed; and 
which contributed to its being more ſo, they ſtrain'd rheir Wits rather 
to feign Reaſons for the Neceſſity of its being ſo, than to find Means 


how to amend it. 


In this, and a much worſe Way, if poſſible, than J have deſcribed, 
did King Euarchus find his Nation, when he firſt took the Reins of 
Government into his own Hands, which by Reaſon of the long Miſ- 
management, he was oblig d to eſtabliſh by ſome even extreme Seve- 
rity ; not in regard to the Faults themſelves, which he ſought rather 
to prevent than puniſh, but for the Actors of them, who ſtony, and 
hardened in their Wickedneſs, ſcorn'd his Youth, and cou'd not at all 
digeſt, that he, whom they ſo long had uſed as a Maſter to their own 
unruly Appetites, ſhou'd now pretend to be the Reducer of them. But 
when that he had made ſome few but great Examples, and with aw- 
ful Juſtice enforced a Duty into the Subjects Hearts, he then ſhew'd 
that no baſe Suſpicions, nor baſer Envy, cou'd have any Power over 

o wiſe a Ruler, and ſhone out full of Love and Tenderneſs among his 
People : His firſt and greateſt Care being to appear unto his People, 
ſuch as he would have them be, but principally regarding really to be 
what he appear'd ; making his Life the Example of his Laws, and his 
Laws as it were Axioms ſpringing from his Deeds; that in a ſhorr 
Time he gain'd the Love of all his People, and their particular Confi. 
dence. And indeed, as they were Men, how cou d they avoid having 
a Tenderneſs for him, who ſhow'd ſo true a one for them; he reaſon- 
ably diſdaining that thoſe, who have only the Charge of Beaſts, ſhou'd 
in the Care, Love and Tenderneſs they bare for their Flock, outdo 
him who was intruſted with the more noble Part of the Creation. As 
it often happens in unjuſt and wicked Princes; and as they, ſeduced 
by Flattery, to build up falſe Grounds of Government, diſtinguiſh their 
Intereſt from the Peoples, and ſo believe their own Advantage heigh- 
tend, by the Oppreſſion of the Subject; and perſwaded by a fallacious 
Argument, that they reign greateſt, when their Subjects arc moſt de- 
preſs d: So he, on the contrary, wou'd wiſely and virtuouſly acknow- 
ledge, that he join d to his People made one political Body, whereof he 
knew himſelf to be the Head; and therefore regarded and ſtudicd 
their Welfare as earneſtly, as he would that of his own Limbs; never 
reſtraining their Liberties, without they ſtretch'd it to Licentiouſneſs ; 
nor tearing their Wealth from them, unleſs it was employ'd to purchaſe 
a greater Good : Bur ſhowing, in all his Actions, that he eſteem'd 
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their Happineſs his own; and while by Force he took nothing from 
them, his Love Sima all. But indeed J miglit as caſily repeat 
the whole Art of Government, as deſeribe his Proceedings; but in 
ſhort, he flouriſh'd in a happy Conſciouſneſs of diſpenſing much Good, 

and ſuffering no Evil he cou'd by any Means avoid; till an Accident 
happen d, which obliged him to leave his Country: and exert his 
Strength of . as he before had done of Juſtice, * 


This Prince had an only Siſter, a Lady of whom (leſt I too eaſily 
fall into a particular Commendation) I ſhall only ſay, ſhe was not un- 
worthy the noble Stock ſhe boaſted : Her he had given in Marriage to 
Dorialus, Prince of Theſſalia; not ſo much to ſtrengthen their Friendſhip, 
as to confirm That they were already pofleſs'd of to ſucceeding Gene- 
rations, the Similitude of their Virtues having long leagued them in 


ſtrict and unſhaken Bonds of Amity : It were needleſs for me to ſpeak 
Dorialuss Praiſe, his Merits having ſufficiently blazed themſelves. 


Indeed, reply'd Pamela, I believe there is ſcarce any Ear fo ignorant 
bur has been acquainted with the Fame of the valiant, wiſe and juſt 
Dorialus, whoſe early and untimely Death, tlio' ſo long paſſed, does 


yet draw Tears from virtuous Eyes; my Father is not uſed to men- 


tion any thing with greater Admiration, than the uncommon Friend- 
ſhip (a thing which any where is ſcarcely to be met with, much leſs in 
Prince's Courts) which was ſo holily to the laſt obſery'd between thoſe 
two excelling Perſons. But T wou'd not interrupt your agreeable Nar- 


ration, therefore I beg you to re- aſſume your Story. This Match, con- 
tinued he, being conſummated, the young Couple were in hort time 
bleſs d (as the common Word goes, tho the Children prove never ſo 


unhappy) with a Son, which they nam' d Muſadorus; whom I ſhall be 
obliged to mention before Pyrocles; becauſe, as he was born firſt, ſo 


indeed he was accidentally the Occaſion of the other's Birth; for ſcarcely 
was he made Partaker of the Light, but there were Numbers of Sooth- 


ſayers, who affirmed that they foreſaw ſtrange and incredible Wonders 
which ſhou'd be petform'd by the Child: Whether the Heavens at that 
time took Pleaſure to ſport with ignorant Mankind, or that Flattery 
was ſo preſumptuous as to borrow the very Appearance of Divinity, T 
know not; but ſo much did they depend upon the Certainty of their 
Predictions, and affirm'd them with ſo much Boldneſs, that they even 


venturd to deſcend to Particulars, naming what Nations he ſhould 


overcome; and among the reſt, hinted, as he thought, at the King of 
Phrygia; who having beſides conſulted a Man in his own Kingdom, 
that was eſteem'd deep in the Occult Sciences, that had compar'd his 
Nativity with the Child's, and found it anſwer what had before been 
foretold : He, terrified with ſuperſtitious Fear, endeavour” d by Force to 
deſtroy the Infant, and ſo cut off his after Expectations. Fooliſh un- 
thinking Wretch! who either vainly apprehended what never was 


deſign'd; or did not conſider, that if it were decreed by the ſuperiour 
Nn Powers, 
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Powers, his greateſt Cautious could not avail or baffle their De- 


ſigns: But ſo it was, that he endeavour d it; and imploring the 


Aid of the Kings of Crete and Lydia, their Armies joining, they in- 


vaded Theſſalia, and reduced Dorialus to the greateſt Streights ; when 
his faithful Friend, Ally, and Brother, the brave Euarchus, came 
with ſuch a mighty Power to his Aſſiſtance, that after ſome Ex- 
change of Force, he produc'd Peace, the happy Child of War. During 
this Time Euarchus made a Croſs-Marriage with Dorialus Siſter ; but in 


ſhort Time was forc'd from her much-loy'd Arms, then great with Child 


of the famous Pyrocles, to defend his own Country, which (aided by 
ſome of the Malecontents among his own Nobility) the mighty King 
of Thrace, and his Brother, King of Panonia, had invaded. The Suc- 
ceſs of thoſe Wars was too much known to eſcape your Ears, where 
Fame ſeems proud to poſt with all Incidents worthy the leaſt Notice; 
but there (pardon, Madam, the unbidding Tears, they flow from the 
Reflection of ſo much falling Merit) Dorialus valiantly requiting the 
Help his Brother had beſtow'd on him, was himſelf depriv'd of 
Life ; his Obſequies being not more perform'd with Tears than the 
Blood of his Enemies: His Loſs ſo deeply affected the conſtant Heart 
of Euarchus, that the News of his Son's Birth, which immediately 
ſucceeded the fatal War, could not inſpire him with the leaſt Gleam of 
Comfort, altho' the Infant promis'd all a Parent could hope for; for 
what great Things the Southſayers alone foretold of Muſidorus, all 
Men might viſibly ſee prognoſticated in Pyrocles, the Heavens and 
Earth both giving Teſtimony of his approaching Heroick Virtues. 
That the Senate-houſe of the Planets where never ſo intent upon de- 
creeing Perfections to a Mortal as at that Time, all the Aſtrologers 
confeſs d; only he was threaten'd with Love, as alſo was his Couſin 
Muſidorus, as both the Tempeſt and Haven of their beſt Years: 
But as Death may haye prevented its Influences on Prince Pyroc/es, fo 


I fear Unworthineſs will be as great a Bar ro Mu/idorus. 


But Pyrocles Mother dying foon after ſhe had brought him to the 
World, his Father recommended the Care of him to his Siſter ; partly 
becauſe the War between him and his unjuſt Neighbours continued 
with vehement Heat, and alſo that he might be bred with his young 
Couſin, The two Princes, the only Comfort of the inconſolable 
mourning Widow, grew and adyanced together in every Thing thar 
promis d nobly ; ſo that Pyrocles inſpir d Love and Admiration in 
the hardeſt Hearts, and Muſidorus, perhaps becauſe among his Sub- 
jects, was no leſs eſteem'd: And by the good and wiſe Orders of 
Euarchus, which the Queen his Siſter took Care to ſee punctually 
perform'd, they were brought up in ſuch a Manner, that all the 
Sparks of Virtue, which Nature had kindled in them, were blown 
and ſpread to give their utmoſt Heat ; ſo that in ſhort Time they in- 


flam'd the Affections of all who knew them; for beſore they were 


perfectly 
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perfectly capable by Words to expreſs their Meaning, they received 
Notions not unworthy the beſt Orator. Their excellent Governors 
were continually contriving that their very Sports might be profitable 
to them, Images of Battles and Fortifications were deliver'd to their 
Memories, then capable of any Impreſſion, which after, their riper 
Judgment might improve to Action. The Delight which moſt Chil- 
dren take in hearing Tales, they converted to the Knowledge of Hi- 


ſtory in general, and the informing them of the great Actions of par- 
ticular Princes; both to give them an Ambition of doing nobly, and 
to teach them the Method of it; ever painting Virtue in the moſt 


beauteous Colours, and impreſſing the Practice of it with a kind of 
pleaſing Violence; teaching them that to be good and happy were in 


effect the ſame. Their Bodies were continually exerciſed in the two 


neceſſary Abilities, both of Acting and Suffering; and their Minds ac- 
quainted by Degrees with Dangers: And, in ſhort, every Method was 
taken to make their Spirits great as their Birth and Fortunes. No ſervile 
Fear was created in them, nor any violent Reſtraint ſuffer'd to be us'd 


to them, but in every Thing treated as Princes ought ; ſo that a Ha- 


bit of commanding was naturaliz d in them, and therefore rooted out 
the ſmalleſt Seeds of Tyranny ; Nature having in nothing done ſo 
much for rhem, though ſhe had been no Nigard of her Gifts, as in 
making them Lords of Truth, which is the Ground-work and Foun- 
dation of every other Virtue. 


But there is nothing in theſe two Princes Story which gives me ſo 
much Pleaſure, as the Reflection of that memorable Friendſhip which 
grew between them, and which made them nearer to each other than the 
Ties of Blood; and what, I believe, greatly contributed to the ſtreng- 
thening and coufiemiag of it, was Mu/idorus' being by three or four Years 
the oldeſt ; the Difference in Age not being ſo much as to make them 
unfir Company, and yet enough to prevent all little Contentions which 
2 froward Humour is apt to create between Children of the ſame Age, 
when neither think it their Place to give way: But here Pyrocles had a 
kind of awful Love for Muſidorus, and Muſidorus took a Delight and 


Pleaſure: in Pyrocles. Whatever Improvements Mu/zdorus made either 
in Mind or Body, he would ſtill communicate to his beloy'd Pyrocles ; 


while he, on the other Hand, was not ſo pleaſed to be inſtructed by 
any as his darling Muſidorus; till being arriv'd at the Age of Sixteen, 
he had gone ſo far beyond the uſual Growth of thoſe tender Years, that 
neither My/idorus, nor any Man elſe living, could perform any Action, 
either on Horſe or Foot, with, more Strength, Activity, Gracefulneſs, or 
Diſcretion; and though it may ſeem incredible, yet Wonders loſe 


their Force i in a ſurprizing FOO 


When they were both arriv'd to that Eſtate, (which in them was 


Manhood) being inform d that King EO, after ſo long a War, 
wherein 
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_ outſtrip the reſt in Speed; while the Princes had Leiſure to obſerve the 
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wherein he had conquer'd all Panonia, and almoſt vanquiſh'd Thrace, 
had now brought the Concluſion to the Siege of Byzantium; (to the 
raiſing of which Siege great Forces had been levied ;) they had an in- 
ſurmountable Deſire to pur in Practice that Valour which had ſo early 
been inſtilld in them, The Mother of Muſidorus nobly vanquiſhing 
(for her Childrens Good, for ſo ſhe eſteem d them both) the Woman's 
Tenderneſs that roſe within her, agreed to their Departure; and that 
they might the ſooner aſſiſt her much-lov'd Brother, ſhe broke off all 
Delays, which Muſidorus, for his Part, thought had already ſwallow'd 
too much of his valuable Time; and which his great.Soul, thirſty of 
Fame, would ne er have yielded to, but that before he was ſcarce ſen- 
ſible how far a Promiſe bound a worthy Nature, he had given his Word 
to his dear Pyrocles, never to follow Arms till he was capable of going 
with him; and being a Slave to Faith, he had to oblige his Friend, and 
make that good, not without great Impatience, poſtpon'd the follow. 
ing his warlike Humour; till now being both ſent for by Euarchus, 
and finding Pyrocles able in every Manner to go through the Hardſhips 
and Fatigues of War, and bear a Soldier's Life, he was deſirous for 
his Glory as well as his own, to enter into it: Therefore ordering a 
Navy to be prepar'd rhat might anſwer the Commanders, that ſo they 
might not only bring the Comfort of their wiſh'd Preſence, bur alſo 
of their Power, to their much-honour'd Parent the brave Euarchus; 
which being ready, they recommended their Protection to the Seas, 
leaving the Shores of Theſalia full of Tears and Vows (tho' they 
prov'd ineffectual ones) for both their Safeties, and was by the deceit- 
ful Waves receiv'd with ſuch a ſerene and promiſing Appearance, as if 
the watry God had learn'd of deſigning Mortals to fawn and falſely 
ſmile on Princes. The Wind, like a well-manag'd Servant, waited behind 
them with ſuch an equal Diligence, that they might fill the Sails juſt as 
they pleas'd; and the beſt Sailors ſhewing themſelves leaſt covetous of 
its Attendance, ſo temper'd it, that they kept altogether like a beauti- 
ful and well-order'd Flock, which are all ſubject to their Maſter's Pipe; 
unleſs ſometimes two or three of them, to divert the Princes Eyes, 
would ſtrive which of them could (either by the artful Management of 
the Winds Breath, or the advantageous Building of their watry Houſes) 
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Practice of what before they had only learn'd the Theory: They took 
an extream Pleaſure in conſidering the Art of catching the Wind Priſo- 
ner, that by its Help they might outrun its Dangers; and were much 
delighted to obſerve Beauty and Uſe agree ſo well together, that of all 
the Trinkets which adorn'd the Ship, there was not one but ſery'd to 
ſome neceſſary Purpoſe : Bur what moſt charm'd and commanded their 
Attention, was to ſce the wonderful Effects and noble Power of Love, 
whereby the ſeeming ſenſeleſs Loadſtone, with a ſecret Beauty, (con- 
cealing the Spirit of the Tron in it) can with attractive Power draw 
that hard-hearted Thing unto it; and like a wiſe and virtuous Mi- 

2 ſtreſs, | 
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ſtreſs, not only make it ſubmit itſelf, but alſo aſpire to ſo high a Love 
as the heavenly Poles, and thereby produce the nobleſt Deeds the 
Children of the Earth can boaſt. In this Manner the Princes ſpent 
their Time, pleaſing their Fancies with the Confirmation of their 
Knowledge, and obſerving the Difference of the Sea and Land Service, 
ill they had for a Day and almoſt a whole Night met with as plea- 
ſing Entertainment as the falſeſt Heart could give to him he means 


moſt to deceive. 


But by the Time that the next Morning began to gild the Face of 
Darkneſs, and make a little Shew of a good Meaning, there aroſe 
with the Sun a Vail of dark and threatning Clouds, which almoſt in 
a Moment (like Ink pourd into Water) had blacken'd all the Face 


of the clear Heaven, as if it meant to prepare a Stage ſuitable to the 


inſuing woeful Tragedy; for immediately the boiſterous Winds 
(which late they had in ſuch Subjection) began to cry aloud, and like 
the Subjects of a tumultuous Kingdom, thinking themſelves the fitter 
Inſtruments of Power, blow'd ſuch Storms of Hail and Rain upon 
them, that Danger had overtaken er they could almoſt think of a2 
Change. And now the traiterous Sea began to ſwell with Pride againſt 
the Royal Navy ; under which, while they were favour'd by the Hea- 
vens, it had lain ſo calmly, raiſing itſelf to Mountains, which the 
toſsd and tottering Bark had no ſooner reach'd, but with malicious 
Force it ſtrait throw'd it down again to a Pit of helliſh Darkneſs, beat- 
ing the Sides of the Ships with ſuch forceable and cruel Blows, that 
it neither left them Power to withſtand, nor Means of making their 


| Eſcape; and very ſhortly ſo diſperſed the whole Sail, which the Day 


before had with ſuch loving Friendſhip kept together, that moſt of 
them never met again, but were ſwallow'd down its devouring and 
inſatiate Throat: Some few indeed, as J have ſince heard, after long 
wandering, return d into Theſſalia, and others recover'd Byzantium, and 
ſeryd Euarchus in his War; but in the Ship that held the Princes, 
(now as deſerted as unworthy Favourites when Fortune fails them) 
they employ'd all their Art and Induſtry to ſave themſelves ; which 
they rather did to comply with the ſtrong Deſire of Life, than from 
any Hopes they had to eſcape, ſo thick and black a Darkneſs (as if 
ir would prevent the Night's Approach) having uſurp'd the Office of 
the Day, which was ſometimes attended with Thunder, always with 
horrible Noiſes of the chaſing Wind; and ſo ſtruck the Maſters and 
Pilots with Aſtoniſhments, that they knew not which way to order; 
and indeed had they, the Noiſe was ſo great that they could ſcarcely, 
when they had directed, hear their own Whiſtle ; for the Seas Were con- 
trending with the Winds which ſhould be the loudeſt, and the Shrouds 
of the Ships, with gaſtly Noiſe, inform'd them that were in it, that 
their Ruin was the Wager of the Strife: But what moſt amaz'd them, 


was the continual Thundring of the Heavens, roaring in ſuch a threat- 
Oo ning 
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ning Manner, as dreading moſt the having thoſe Powers for their Erie: 
mies. Certainly there is no Danger carries with it half that Horror, 
as that which attacks thoſe floating Kingdoms; for that kind of Dwel- 


ling: place is unnaturil to humane Kind: And beſides rhe Terribleneſs 


of the continual Motion, the ſhocking Thought of being ſo far from 


Help, the Eye and Ear having continually ugly Images preſented to 


it, is able to ſhock the moſt reſolv d Mind, and fill it with Perplexities, 
though it was ne'er ſo ſtrongly arm'd againſt the Danger. But in this 


terrible Manner did the Day paſs, if that might bear that Name which 
could vie with the darkeſt Night, till at length the moſt experienc'd 


Mariners were ſb: conquer'd by the Storm, that they thought ir beſt 


with ſtricken Sails to yield to its Government; the moſt valiant 


among them feeling ati inward Fear, and yer the cowardlieſt among 
them aſham d wholly to be conquer'd by it, ſeeing the Princes who 


were to be torn from the greateſt Fortune did not in their Counte- 


nances betray the leaſt Symproms of it, but manfully encouraging the 
Sailors to do their utmoſt; and by putting rheir royal Hands to every 
the moſt painful Office, taught at the ſame Inſtant to hope the beſt, and 
yet deſpiſe the worſt. In this Manner they were carried by the Ty- 
ranny of the relentleſs Winds, and the Treaſon of the foul Sea, all that 
Night; which the older it grew, the more teſty it behavd to them, 
till the next Morning (known to be ſo more by the Hour-glaſs than 
the Day's Clearneſs) Fortune having (as it is ever painted) run ſo blind- 
ly on, leſt the Cataſtrophe ſhould not anſwer the Beginning of this 
fatal Tragedy, that it drove them upon a Rock, which conceal'd by 
thoſe outragious Waves did as it-were diſſemble irs cruel Purpoſes, 

*til with a Force (incredible to thoſe that have not been a ſuffering 
Witneſs of it) the Ship ſtruck againſt it, and ſeeming willinger to 
periſh than have her Courſe ſtay'd, redoubled the Violence of her 
Blows, till ſhe had ſhatterd her ſelf in a thouſand Pieces; and as 
ir were, tearing out her own Bowels to ſatisfy the arcedy Seas, 
left nothing within but Deſpair of Safety, and Expectation of an 
untimely End. And now the different Turns of Mind, which in Di- 
ſtreſs Men have recourſe to, were all exerted: One Man fate motion- 
leſs upon the Poop, weeping and wailing, till a Wave wou'd come 
a-croſs him, and waſh him from a Senſe of it: Another Wretch, 

more able to abide Death, than the Fear of it, cut his own Throat to 
prevent the Delays of Drowning : Some prayed, and others curs'd, as 
if they wou'd outdo the Heavens in Anger: In the whole, a mon- 
ſtrous Cry, begotten of many roaring Voices, was able to have in- 
fected any Mind with Fear, that had not been arm'd with almoſt more 
than humane Reſolution. 


But the two Princes uſing the Paſſion of F ear, td the Deſire of 
Life, only to ſerye the Rule of Virtue, and not to abandon themſelves 
in * . to a Rib of the "0s which broken from its Fel- 
lows, 
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jows, floated: with more Likelihood to be of Uſe, than any other Limb 
of that numerous Body; upon which there had already got two Brothers, 
well-known Servants. of the Princes; and in a Moment they four were 
carried out of Sight by the huge Riſing of the Sea, from the reſt of the 
Ship: But the Piece they were on beginning by little and little to ſink 
under them, unable to ſupport the Weight of ſo many, the Heroick 
Brothers (the elder whereof was named Zycippus, the younger Nelſus) 
ſhow'd themſelves a noble Pattern of true Faith and Gratitude; Gra- 
titude upon this Account; thoſe two Gentlemen having been taken 
Priſoners in the great War the King of Phrygia made upon Theſſalia, 
in the Time of Muſidorus Infancy, and fold into another Country, 
tho a Peace was afterwards contracted between thofe Realms, yet 
cou'd they not be deliver d (by Reaſon of their known Valour) under 
a far greater Sum than all their Friends were able to-eaiſe, or the 
Queen Dowager willing to expend, in Conſideration of the extream 
Charge her Subjects had both been put to in the late Wars; fo that 
they had remained in Priſon above thirteen Years, when the two 
young Princes, hearing Fame ſpeak largely of their Merit, was de- 
termin'd- to redeem them, which they compaſſed by ſelling all the 
Jewels of any Value which they were in Poſſeſſion of, and giving AC 
ſurances under their Hands of great Eſtates to ſome People that ſup- 
ply d them with Money to make up the Sum demanded for their Ranſom. 
This Piece of Generoſity a-freſh preſented itſelf to the Minds of the 
two Brothers, and poſſibly urg'd on by the natural Duty they thought 
themſelves bound to pay their Prince's Blood, made them, when they 
ſaw an Impoſſibility for all to be ſav'd, willingly quit the Board, com- 
mitting themſelves to the Sea's Rage; and tho almoſt in the Agonies 
of their own Death, carneftly praying for their Prince's Safety: Nei- 
ther the Apprehenſions of approaching Danger, nor the immediate Pain 
they ſuffer'd, did half ſo deeply affect the Princes, as that affectionate 
and unparalled Piece of Duty in their Servants, which alone muſt 
prompt them to act ſo bravely ; ſince Glory they cou'd not have in 
View, being far from Spectators of any Sort; neither cou'd they hope 
Reward on this Side the Grave, being aſcertain'd they muſt infallibly 
be loft. e 755 5 


But now of all the mighty Fleet which late they had commanded, they 
had but a little Piece of one Ship left, whereon they kept themſelves, 
friendly to the laſt interchanging their Concern; each beſtowing their 
Care for the other, and with reſolute Bravery endeavouring to labour 
for the beſt; yet, with true Courage, to abide the worſt. But as they 
were carry'd with the Tide, which in that Place, ſeconded by the Storm, 
ran exceeding ſwift, Muſidorus, ſeeing Pyrocles as he thought almoſt 
off the Board, reach d out his right Hand to help him better on; but 
the Moment he unlos'd his Hold, a malicious Wave came and daſh'd him 


quite off the Plank. The parting Agonies of Soul and Body could not 
. 5 | be 
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be more ſevere; than thoſe theſe two generous Princes felt at being 
ſeparated ; calling to each other in the moſt moving Sounds, tho the 
Noiſe of the Seas drown'd their Cries. But Pyrocles, now his Friend 
(as he thought) was loſt, grown careleſs of Death, ſo it came by any 
Means bur his own, was ſoon deliver'd from it, and in a very little 
Time was drove from the Sea's Fury to the Land's Safety ; but well 
T know he took but little Comfort in being ſaved alone, and indeed 
the treacherous Shore only receiv'd him to entertain him with Variety 
of Woes. | | a R 


For being caſt on Land, much bruiſed with the Sea's rough Fare- 
wel, and the Shore's ruder Welcome, faint and tired with the tedious 
Toil he had paſs'd ; as he was walking with feeble Steps and ach- 
ing Heart, hoping to find out ſome One that wou'd have Humanity 
enough to give him ſome Refreſhment ; he ſaw ſeveral Men haſtily 
running towards him, who, as he after found, were appointed with 
great Care to watch along the Coaſt : Theſe People being come up to 
him, immediately laid Hands on him ; and without asking him any 
Queſtions,. or attending to what he offer d, as if they were fearful to 
appear curious, and had not Humanity enough to ſhow the leaſt Re- 
gard to that wet and weak Condition wherein they found him, they 
carried him, withour the leaſt Refreſhment, two or three Miles diſtant 
to the Houſe of a Principal Officer in that Country ; who, with not a 
Jot more Compaſſion or Civility than the under Fellows had ſhown, 
but with much more ſeeming Power and Curioſity, began in a captious 
Manner to put Interrogatives to him: The Prince, unus'd to ſuch. 
fort of Entertainment, in a ſhort and plain Manner told him his Name 
and Quality, and by what unhappy Accident he had been drove to 
that Coaſt : But the Moment he had made this Diſcovery, he was ſent 
with great Numbers of arm'd Men, (to guard him to Deſtruction, not 
from it) to the King's Court, which was about a Day's Journey off; 
carrying with them Letters from rhe Officer, wherein he inlarged 
upon his own Diligence in diſcovering ſo great a Perſon ; adding ſeve- 
ral Conjectures which he had not the leaſt Ground for, more powerful- 
ly to recommend his great Service to the Government. It ſeems it 
was the Country of Phrygia, where Pyrocles lighted ; and it was the 
King thereof to whom he was ſent : A Prince of a phlegmatick and 
melancholly Diſpoſition, both of Mind and Body; ever ſad and muſing 
on horrible Poſſibilities ; ſuſpecting, and indeed condemning all Men 
of evil Machinations, becauſe he had no Reflection of Good within 
himſelf, to judge of others by; and therefore accuſing Sycophants 
were of all Men the moſt agreeable to his dark and cloudy Nature; 
not that they appear'd ſo to him, for they cou d not bring to him the 
Notice of any new or doubrful Evil, but what he had already ſuſpected ; 
he always being beforehand with them, in thinking the worſt of every 
thing, and therefore eſteem'd them as Confirmers of his cautious and 

as 
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as he thought, penetrating Judgment. As he was. always fearful, ſo i a 
he never thought himſelf ſecure, while the Fear he apprehended had "i 
any Poſſibility of Event; of a retired and ſullen Temper, hardly al- i 
lowing himſelf the Pleaſures (or rather taking none in) Converſa- "i 
tion: Yet while his Youth laſted, the Exerciſes atrending it, and his 1 
Humour not as then fully diſcover'd, even to himſelf, made him ſome- 1 
thing eaſier of Acceſs, and leſs tyrannous to his Subjects. But when 1 
Years grew on, he began, tho' ſeldom, to ſhow ſome Signs of a bloody 1h 
Nature ; and the Propheſy of Mu/idorus coming to his Ears, both told 1 
him and received by bim with the hardeſt Interpretation, as if his = 
Subjects took Delight in the repeating it; then indeed he gave full a 
Way to the Current of his cruel Diſpoſition, eſpecially after his Defeat 181 
in the Wars of Theſſalia; imagining, tho' indeed falſly, that his want Wl 
of Succeſs was owing to the Treachery of his Soldiers; and thinking . 
himſelf contemn d, poſſibly being conſcious he deſerv d it, he began to M 
let nothing paſs that cou'd poſſibly be wreſted to a Fault, without ſharp 1 
Puniſhment ; even Merit was grown a Crime; and it was ſufficient that 128 
a Man had the Power (tho' he ne'er made uſe of it) to be found 1 
guilty. As there is no Humour ſo vile but craving Poverty and in- Bit 
fatiate Vice will ſubmit to be a Slave to; ſo there wanted not in his 1 
State, People whoſe deſperate Ambition would build their Houſes 1 
upon others Ruins; tho, in all Probability, themſelves ſhould 41; 
after fall by the like Practices. So that ſeveral came, with full Tide, 9 
upon his maimed Subjects, whoſe Actions were not only puniſhed, 180 
but their Words corrected; nay, even their Thoughts, by ſome Means 17 
or other, racked and torn out of them ; while Suſpicion bred Cruelty, x 
and the Effects of Cruelty continually ſtir d up new Cauſes for Suſpi- 1 
cion. In this Situation, full of Jealouſy and Fears, did the Storm 1 
deliver poor Pyrocles to the Power of a Greater, in the Tyrant's Bo- : 
ſom; who having been inform'd who he was, and in what Manner 1 
he and his Couſin Maſidorus (whom he ſo much dreaded) were come 1 
out of Theſſalia, he thought (as he ever did the worſt) that thoſe 1 
Forces were certainly provided againſt him; and rejoiced that Muſi- | 1 
dorus (as he thought) was periſhed ; he determin d, in a publick 140 
Manner, alſo to deſtroy Pyrocles; for having long wander'd out of the 1" 
Path that leads to noble Actions, he was determind to climb the Ul 
greateſt Heighr of Terror, thinking all Men wou'd dread making him 7 
their Enemy, who wou'd not, either thro Fear or Pity, ſpare ſo great i i] 
a Prince: And another Thing which urged him on to take his Life, i 
was the Senſe he had of his own want of Merit to engage him as a 8 
Friend; and therefore was determin'd to remove him from the Poſſi- 1 * 
bility of ever becoming his Enemy. The Day being appointed for the WW 
cruel Blow, all Things were prepared with as much Solemnity, as : 1 
if they meant to make a Shew of Cruelty; and with Decorations make — 1 


it appear leſs terrible to the noble Youth, who ſtill himſelf in every Cir- 


cumſtance, tho poſſeſs d of the moſt unconquerable Courage, yet by mat 
P p | Treachery 1 
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Treachery ſubjected to the moſt outragious Wrong, behaved. with ſo 
much Magnanimiry and Conſtancy of Soul, and with ſo reſolved a Tem- 
per, that he plainly ſhew'd,. that in deſtroy ing him, they wou'd: cut off 
the Hope of Nations, and deſtroy the Flower of Virtue in its full 
Bloom, 


But when the Day drew nigh, wherein this unhear'd-of Barbaricy 
was to be put in Execution, his Life was ſaved by the conſummare 
Friendſhip of Muſidorus; who, after the Sea had parted them, being al- 
moſt drown'd, was taken up by the Fiſhermen belonging to the King- 
dom of Bythinia ; and ſtaying there ſome little Time to recover his 

late terrible Fatigue of Mind and Body, he had heard (as Fame is ever 
proud to ſpread ſo remarkable an Occurrence) in what an Exigence 
Fyrocles was; and knowing that the Tyrant's Fury was far fiercer a- 
gainſt him, he went to a Nobleman of that Country, and diſcovering 
himſelf to him, he found a fic Inſtrument to forward the Contrivance 
he had laid to fave his Friend; for this Nobleman had ſerved under 
Euarchus in ſeveral Wars, and was fo taken with the ſhining Virtues 

of that noble King, that tho' not born his Subject, he ever profeſſed 
himſelf his Servant. To him therefore Maſidorus apply d, and beg d 
of him to put him in a ſtrong Caſtle he had in that Country; and then, 
as ſoon as poſſible, ſend and inform the King of Phrygia, that if he 
wou'd give up Pyrocles, Muſidorus was there willing to reſign himſelf 
into his Hands; well knowing that how cager ſoever he was to ſhed 
Pyrocles Blood, he wou'd much rather ſpill that of Maſidorus. 


The Nobleman was very loath to preſerve one Life at the Expence 
of another that ſeem d as valuable; bur the Straitneſs of the Time urg- 
ing him to come to a Reſolution, and the Importunity of Muaſidorus, 
who aſſured him he never wou'd out-live Pyroctes, join'd with the Af- 
fection he bore Euarchus, at length prevailed ; and he haſted to Phrygza, 
and made the Tyrant the ſtrange Offer of Muſidorus, which his blood- 
thirſty Mind greedily accepted. _ 


Securities being given on both Sides, the Priſoners were interchang'd; 
but the Effects of Friendſhip in Pyrocles were equal to thoſe in Muſi- 
dorus, for his every Word and Look plainly ſhewed that he thought 
himſelf more injur d, than reliev'd by his Friend's Generoſity; asking 
him what he had ever found ſo mean or cowardly in his Nature, that 
he thought him incapable of ſuffering the Extremities of mortal Acci- 
dents like a Man; and conjuring him not to envy him the Glory of 
ſuffering in a Friend's Cauſe, and unjuſtly rob him of his Right in 
Glory. But in this heroick and brave Contention, where the Conqueſt 
conſiſted in the Conqueror's Deſtruction, and Safety was the Puniſh- 
ment of the conquer d, Muſidorus prevailed, becauſe he was a more ac- 
ceptable Prey to the cruel King; and as cheerfully going to meet Dearh, 

as 


as Pyrocles —— went fog: it, he Was delivers to the Tyrant⸗ 
who cou'd not think himſelf ſure enough of him, without he himſelf 
ſhou'd be Witneſs of the End of him, whom he had feared from the firſt 


Moment of his Being. 


And becauſe he wou'd at once, with oſtentatious pride, glory i in his 
good Fortune, that had deliver d his moſt dreadful Enemy into his 
Power, and alſo cut of all Hopes from his ſuſpected Subjects of Mu/i- 
dorus ever joining them, he order'd every thing to be prepar'd for this 
Triumph of his Tyranny, in the moſt ſolemn and publick Manner 
that was poſſible. The Day being arrived, the unhappy Prince, the 
deſtined Victim of his Cruelty, was led forth (attended by a ſtrong 
Guard, which oft e' er that had been Defenders of wicked Actions) 
to the Place of Execution, pleaſed and elated in himſelf that he had 


preſer ved his dear Hyrocles. : 


Which generous Prince was no ſooner reftored, by the King's Order, 
to a Place of Liberty, but he employ'd all his Wit and Courage; and 
what cou'd not they produce? either how to deliver Maſidorus, or periſh 
with him: But finding it im poſſible to gather in that Country a Force 
ſufficient to reſcue him, he thought of a Stratagem that wou'd give 
him the Power of dying with him, ſcarce hoping for a more favour- 
able Event: But in order to that, he diſguiſed himſelf in mean Ap- 
parel, and borrowing a few Crowns of the Nobleman, who tho' un- 
willing to part with him, yet not knowing on what a dangerous Pur- 
poſe he was bent, ſuffer d him to go unattended in that ſtrange Man- 
tier. This gallant Prince, tho born to the moſt exalted ExpeQation, 
and of the nobleſt Blood, did yet deſcend to ſue to be the Servant of 
a baſe and ſordid Villain; and by the Help-of that little Sum he car- 
ried with him, he be to attend the Executioner, appointed to put 
his Friend to Death. A Condeſcention, which conſidering the Great- 
neſs of his Soul, was certainly a much ſtronger Proof of Friendſhip, 
than laying his Life down nobly wou d have been. The Officer, not in 
the leaſt ſuſpecting but that he was what he appear'd, ſaffer'd him to 
wear a Sword; and not only that, but to be the Bearer of the Weapon 
prepared for the authorized Murder. Pyrocles having this wiſhed- for 
Opportunity, watching a Time when AMuſidorus being upon the Scaffold, 
was a little ſeparated from the Multitude, he ſtepd to him, and put- 
ting a Sword into his Hand, had only juſt Time to ſay, My/dorus, Do 
like your ſelf! But ſure it is impoſſible to expreſs the various Paſſions 
which in a Moment roſe in my Mind at this ſtrange Turn, and the un- 
expected Sight of Pyrocles Here ſome little Confuſion, attended with 
2 riſing Bluſh, ſtop d his Speech, he having forgot, in the Eagerneſs of 
his Relation, to ſpeak as of a third Perſon; but the Princeſs taking no 
farther Notice of it, tho' ſmiling to herſelf, he re-aſſumed his Story: 


The Princes, continued he, being both arm'd, having nothing to urge 
them 
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them on but Deſparation, and the Hope of dying together, as became 


their Birth, flew like two noble enraged Lyons, rob'd of their Young, 
among their Enemies, and almoſt in a Moment, the general Conſterna- 
tion being ſo great, they had either by Flight or Death clear d the 
Scaffold: The inimitable Pyrocles doing with his ſingle Arm ſuch 
Actions, even beyond Belief, as wou d have inſpired Courage in Muſi- 
dorus, tho he had been born a Coward ; but both of them, animated by 
juſt Rage and deſperate Vertue, perform d ſuch Wonders, that the 
more common Sort of the Spectators began to be even ſuperſtitiouſſy 
amuſed, and fancy d that ſuch Courage and ſuch Effects mult be be- 
yond a mortal Power : But the King renewing outrageous and cager 


Threats from a Window, (where he was not aſham'd in Perſon to be- 


hold the intended Maſſacre) commanded his Guard, and the reſt of 
his Soldiers, upon pain of their own Deaths, immediately to diſpatch 
the Priſoners ; but ſo many of them loſt their Lives in the Attempt, 
that the two Princes were almoſt faint with conquering, and near be- 
ing overcome by too much Victory. | 


But as they were ſtill fighting with weak Arms, but untir'd Reſo- 
lurion, one of the Soldiers that came up againſt them, having receiv'd 
a ſlight Wound, which his Fear perſwaded him was a mortal one, he 
turn'd back, with as much Precipitation as he came on; which one of 
his Fellows ſeeing, intending to prove his own Courage, he hit him a 
Slap upon the Face, reviling him and charging him with Cowardice, 
that attended by ſuch a Number he ſhou'd turn his Back upon ſo weak 
a Force; the wounded Fellow, inflam'd with the Reproach, and as it 
often happens, valiant in Anger, but never elſe, anſwer d the Affront 


by running the other thro, whoſe Death was immediately revenged 


by a Brother of his, that ſtood next him, and that again required by a 
Companion of his. Upon this, there began a confuſed Tumult amongſt 
the Souldiers; which the reſt of the People ſecing, and not knowing 


the Reaſon of it, being uſed to Fears, tho' not couragious in them, 


ſome began to cry out Treaſon; and that Voice ſtreight multiplying, 


the King, urged by the Terrors of a guilty Conſcience, without ſeeing 


the leaſt Violence offer d him, ignobly fled, and left his Subjects alone 
to maintain his Cauſe. Whereupon a Rumour (perhaps begun by ſome 
well-deſigning Men, or poſſibly by Chance) ran quick as Lightening 


through the Multitude, that the King was ſlain. Upon that, ſome 


few of the braveſt of the young Men, cry'd out aloud, Liberty! Liber- 
ty! the Tyrant's ſlain; and encouraging the reſt of the Citizens to 
follow them, they ſet upon the Guards and Soldiers, as the chief In- 
ſtruments of Tyranny ; and fo backed by the Princes, left none of 


. them alive, nor any in the Ciry, whom they thought had been the 


leaſt inſtrumental in bringing them to Slavery ; undoubtedly in their 
Rage killing many guiltleſs Perſons, either for Affinity to the Tyrant, 
or not joining in his Deſtruction. But a few of the older, and more 

experienc'd 
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a Men (knowing that a popular Licence is but a Tytant 
with many Heads) prevailed with the reſt to chooſe one of the Princes 


for their Leader and Defender. And becauſe Muſidorus was the elder; 


and moſt hated of the Tyrant, they fix d on him, whom they immedi- 
ately proclaim'd ; Fortune (I fancy) being proud to ſhew her active 


Power, that in a Moment cou'd transform a Scaffold, dclignd fot Exe- 
cution, to a Coronation Seat. | 


But ſoon there arriv'd News that the King. was not dead, but fled 
to a ſtrong Caſtle of his hard by; where he was, with all poſſible 
Speed, gathering Forces to ſuppreſs the Mutiny. But now the head- 
ſtrong Multitude had run themſelves too far out of Breath, to think of 
going back the ſame Career; and beſides, they too well knew the 
Tyrant's gloomy Diſpoſition; to believe he either would forget or 
pardon their raſh Attempt; and therefore turning Neceſſity into a 


Merit, they continued reſolute to follow Maſidorus; who putting the 
Forces that were in the City in as much Order as the Hurry would admit, 
while they were warm, and eager for the Encounter, he at the Head 


of them march'd out to meet the Tyrant; who thinking that Time 
wou'd be but of little Uſe to him, knowing now, by too ſad Experi- 
ence, how much his People hated him, and how ripe they were for 
any Change of Government, came as ſoon into the Field, where he 
was ſlain by Muſidorus, after he had firſt had the Terror of ſecing his 
only Son (a Prince that wou'd have been of great Hopefulneſs, but 


that his riſing Merit was ever cruſhed by his Father's bad Example and 
Advice) killd by Pyrocles. This Victory being obtain'd with great, 


and indeed not undeſery'd, Applauſe, by the two Princes, the State 
with one Conſent offer'd we Crown, and all other Marks of Sove- 
reignty to Muſidorus ; aſſuring him, that they neither hoped or wiſhed 


a greater Happineſs, 5 they promiſed themſelves they ſhou' d emo = 


under his mild and gentle Government. 


But he placing a much greater Honour in beſtowing than accept- 
ing a Crown, wherein he had no juſtifiable Right, having been inform d 
there was left of the Royal Blood, and next to the Succeſſion, an an- 
cient Nobleman, of long approvd Honour and Virtue, who had ac- 
quir'd nothing from the late Tyrant but Envy and Neglect; living as 
retir'd a Life as the Greatneſs of his Alliance wou'd admit, and high- 
ly diſapproving his Couſin's arbitrary and tyrannick Government : To 


this Gentleman, after Maſidorus had receiv'd the full Power, did he 


reſign it ; but with ſuch Limitations, as might give the People as firm 
Aſſurance, as worldly Matters bear, that not only their new Monarch, 


(of whom they all were inclin'd to believe well) but the Nature of 


their Government, ſhou'd not in the leaſt lead to Tyranny. 


_— This 
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This Act made his Juſtice and Magnificence of Soul no leſs con- 
ſpicuous, than the others had done his Magnanimity ; fo that half 
worſhipped of the People, and juſtly valued by the new King, who in 
each Word and Behaviour own'd himſelf only their Regent, the two 
Princes left that Kingdom, haſting to revenge their two faithful Ser- 
vants, whoſe heroick Love and Duty your Highneſs, I believe, re. 
members the Mention of, in willingly giving themſelves a Prey to the 
devouring Sea, to ſave their Maſters from its cruel Power; but as it 
happen'd they were not drown'd, but got, with much Labour and pain- 
ful Swimming, upon a Rock ; and after being as near ſtarving with 
Cold and Hunger, as before of drowning, they were at length brought 
to the main Land of Bythinia, the ſame Country that Muſidorus light 
upon, but not in ſo lucky a Part of it; for being ſeen by ſome of the 
Natives, they were brought to the King, who alſo was a bloody Ty- 
rant; not through Suſpicion, Greedineſs, or a revengeful Temper, like 
him of Phrygia, but more through Wantonneſs of Cruelty ; inconſtant 
and wavering in his Friendſhips, or rather never making a real Friend, 
only making a particular Companion, for his more laſcivious Hours; 
whom, when he was grown weary of, (as he was ever changing) he took 
a certain Method to rid himſelf of their Companies, by putting them to 
Death: Sometimes he would be liberal, even to Prodigality ; not that 
he valued thoſe on whom he beſtow'd his Favours, but out of an inor- 
dinate Profuſeneſs in his Temper that prompted him to give. When he 
puniſhed any one, twas not ſo much proceeding from the Hate or Anger 
he bore to them, as becauſe he himſelf had never felt the Smart of Pu- 
niſhment, and cou'd not any other Way be brought to a Regret for 
doing it; greedy of Flattery, and expecting that even his Vices ſhou'd 
be eſteem'd Vertues ; and with the like falſe Judgment, equally valu- 
ing himſelf when he had perform'd a Piece of Cruelty or Injuſtice, as 
when (which ſometimes by Chance he did) he had done an Action 
worthy Commendation. . 


It happen'd at that Time (for none were long in Favour) that the 
neareſt to his Perſon was a Man of the moſt envious Diſpoſition that 
cer with poiſonous Breath infected the purer Air; whoſe Eyes were 
blaſted with the Sight of any happy Man, and his Ears gaul'd with 
the Repetition of another's Praiſes; finding his greateſt Torments in 
another's Happineſs, and the News of any Good to others, a Miſery 
to him; in fine, his Diſpoſition was ſo miſchieviouſly bent, that none 
could come to him ſo well recommended as by Sufferings, and there- 
fore thoſe two unhappy Gentlemen being brought to Court in that de- 
ſtitute Condition, he was inclin'd at firſt to ſhow them Favour; and 
the King being inform'd of the Generofity which reduced them to 
that State, and of their uncommon Gratitude to their Maſters, took 
a Pride in ſhewing the Royal Favour to them, beſtowing infinite Prai- 

| ſes 
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ſes on them, and inwardly exalting in himſelf that he had ſo well re- 
warded Merit. They being now form'd into Courtiers, and almoſt 
reach'd the Summit of the Prince's Favour, Advancement, the very 
Touch-ſtone of Envy, moyed their former Friend to contrive the Over- 
throw of his own Work, taking the Opportunity of the Report which 
had juſt reach d that Court, of the Deſtruction of the King of Phry. 
gia (who was of near Alliance to this Prince of Pontus) by their two 
Maſters, to incenſe that Prince againſt them. He, partly at the Inſti- 
gation of his evil Miniſter, partly out of an oftentatious Pride to re- 
venge his Kinſman's Death, ſuddenly withdrew his Favour from them, 
and lock d them up in Priſon as the Servants of his Enemies: Tho 
before Muſidorus and Pyrocles had ſcarce ever heard of ſuch a Prince, 
yet this injurious dealing with their much - valued Seryants, made them 
rouſe their Anger, but ever anſwerable to that Juſtice which was their con- 
ſtant Meaſure of Performance. They ſent a civil Embaſſage to him, 
demanding their Servants Liberty; but he exalting himſelf in his own 

Pride, and ſwelling in their Humility, like a watry Ball, blown with 
a little Breath, but broken with a great, forgetting, or rather never 
having known Humanity, urg d on by the Perſwaſions of his enyious 
Counſellor, whoſe Hate was now grown inveterate, finding them have 
ſuch powerful Adyocates, order d their Heads immediately to be ſtruck 
off, and ſent them ang erf with the moſt bitter and ſevere Re- 


proacties to their much: gr iev'd MAINE. 


But this inhumane Injury N th two Princes beyond all Bounds 
of Reconcilement ; ſo that raiſing a ſufficient Power in Phrygia, (the 
Kingdom being wholly at their Command, by the Peoples Love and 

the King's Gratefulneſs) they invaded his Country, and ſoon wholly 
vanquiſh'd it, doing ſuch martial Deeds as Fame at leaſt reported in- 
imitable : Among the reſt they took the King Priſoner, and by Mu/ido- 
74s Command (Pyrocles Heart being more inclin'd to a tender Pity) 
he was put to Death upon the Tomb of thoſe two Gentlemen which 
his inconſiderate Raſhneſs had, without the leaſt Offence on their Side, 
fo inhumanely butcher'd. As to his wicked Counſellor, which ad- 
viſed and urg'd him on to perpetrate the barbarous Act, the knawing 
and corroding Envy he was poſſeſs d of to ſee the Princes pay ſuch Ho- 
nours to their dead Servants Memories, prevented the Torments they 
deſign'd for him ; for the violent Agitations it occaſion'd, threw him 
into a raging Feaver, which ended not but with his loathſome Life. 
The Throne being now vacant by the Tyrant's Death, the People, who 
had moſt of them revolted to Pyrocles, would with one Conſent have 
inveſted him with the Royal Power; but he finding there was a Siſter 
living of the late King's, a Lady as much fam'd for Prudence, Virtue, 
and indeed every Merit, as her Brother for the contrary, when ſhe 
hourly expected to be cruſh'd in her Brother's Ruin, he gave her in 


Marriage to his Father's Friend, the Nobleman I before mention'd, £508 
quietly 
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152 Fr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 
quietly ſettled them on the Throne of Pontus. Beſides this Piece of 
Generoſity, the two Princes perform d ſeveral gallant Actions, which 
were more admir'd as being acquir'd with more Danger; for in thoſe 
Times, that Region was grievouſly infected with cruel Monſters, and 
ſome that were of humane Species, all which in ſhort Time they de- 


ſtroy'd by private Combats, and deliver'd the grateful Countries of 
thoſe growing Evils. Among the reſt, there were two Brothers, who 


by reaſon of their vaſt Size were commonly called Giants, who ſe. 


cur d themſelves in a great Caſtle, ſeated upon the Top of a Rock, im- 
pregnable, becauſe there was no coming to it but by one narrow Path, 
where one Man's Force was able to keep back an Army : Theſe Bro. 
thers had heretofore ſerv'd the King of Pontus, and in all Employ- 
ments, eſpecially relating to Military Affairs, (in which they were 
moſt apt) behay'd with as unconquerable Courage as rude Faithfulneſs, 
being indeed by Nature more prone to Rage and open Fierceneſs, than 
Cunning and Deceit ; not inclin'd to be ambitious in any kind, more 
than to be well and uprightly dealt by; rather impatient of Injuries 
and Abuſes, than delighted with more than ordinary Civilities ; and in 
Injuries more ſenſible of Smart or Loſs, than of Reproach or Shame. 
Theſe Men being of this Nature, would certainly by a wiſe Prince be 
eſteem'd valuable Subjects, conſidering more eſpecially what Wonders 
their more than common Strength of Body would cnable them to per- 
form: But this inconſiderate King, without the leaſt viſible Reaſon, 
diſcarded them his Favour, and that after they had given many ſingular 
Proofs of their firm Loyalty. They full of Rage for this unworthy Uſage, 
and knowing by too ſure Proof that the falling from his Favour would 
end in nothing leſs than utter Ruin, retir'd to this Caſtle; where be- 
ing ſenfible of no greater Juſtice than Revenge, nor thinking any 
thing more Noble than the Effects of reaſonable Anger, which, ac- 
cording to its Nature, full of Fierceneſs and Reſentment, thought it 
never cou'd appear too terrible, they immediately began to make all 
the Country about (which owned that King's Superiority) ſuffer for 


their Lord's Folly ; not examining or careing how innocent they were, 


but rather thinking the more they were ſo, the more they ſhew'd and 
ſatisfied their Spleen, which they deſir'd-ſhou'd be as manifeſt as poſſible, 
By Uſe hardened in Cruelty, and growing every Day more and more 
barbarous, they took Delight in Blood and Slaughter, and prided them- 
ſelves in making others Ruin the Proclaimer of their Power: And as in 
the Time that they obey d and own d a Maſter, their outragious Anger 
turn'd to a ſerviceable Power of advancing his and the Nation's Good; 
ſo now unbridled, and blindly judging for itſelf, it made Juſtice of 
lawleſs Cruelty, and vaunted itſelf in Excellence of Miſchief, which 
had almoſt reach'd to the Ruin of the Country. *Till now Prince Py- 
rocles and Muſidorus, finding them ſo inur d in Cruelty, as not by any 
Method to be reclaim'd, ſecretly and alone undertook the Deſtruction 
of chem, for attended they knew they could not reach the Caſtle. The 

Monſters 
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Monſters made nv Seruple of admitting, them, looking ſcornfully upon 
them as ſilly Birds fallen into their Net ; bur it pleas'd the eternal Juſtice 
that they ſhou'd be conquer d by thoſe Hands they ſcorn'd, and meet in 
Death a juſt Reward for all their Pride and Cruelty. It would employ 
a very idle Orator, to deſcribe particularly the Honours that were done 
to the two Princes, by the grateful People, for the Performance of fo 
many valiant Deeds, to the Safety and Preſervation of the State. But 
as high Honour and Renown is not only gotten and born by Pains 
and Danger, but muſt be nurs d and fed by them, or elſe it dies almoſt 
as ſoon as tis deliver d to the World; ſo the natural Thirſt of it in 
Pyrocles, ſuffer d him not to let any be a reſting Place, that wou d not 
afford freſh Opportunities for him to exert his Courage, whereby his 
Fame might be enlarged : And therefore having well eſtabliſh'd thoſe. 
Kingdoms under wiſe and good Governours, and by their Valour freed 
them from ſuch Giants and Monſters, as Before-times whole Armies 
were not able to ſubdue, they determin'd, unknown, and in Diſguiſe, 
to prove the various Accidents of Life, and to employ thoſe natural 
great Endowments they were poſſeſſed of, to the univerſal Benefit of Man- 
kind; and therefore reſolved (underſtanding that King Euarchus had fi- 
. niſhed all his Wars) to go and privately ſeck freſh Exerciſes of theirVirtue; 
thinking it not ſo praiſe-worthy to be brought to heroical Actions by 
Fortune or Neceſlity, as by their own Induſtry to find Occaſions out; 
and for this Purpoſe went from Pontus, and left the People, tho' un- 
Willing to part from them, full of Prayers and Wiſhes for their Safety ; 
making Speed to follow glorious Honour, one Part of their Glory, and 


ſuborn d one Place to be a Witneſs to another of their great Per form- 


ances; for ſcarcely had they paſs'd the Confines of Pontus, but as 
they rode, being unattended, for they diſdain'd all Service but each 
others, they met with an Adventure, which tho' it did not lead chem 
to any very great Enterprize, yet is worth remarking, for the two op- 
poſite Examples it gave; on one Side of innate Worth and Goodneſs; 
and on the other of barbarous and foul Ingratitude. They were juſt 
enter d into the Kingdom of Galetia, the Seaſon very cold, being then 
under the ſevereſt Diſcipline of Winter's ſharp Correction, when there 
ſuddenly aroſe ſo extream and fierce a Storm, that the Princes were 
drove by the beating Hail, which the inſulting Winds blew with ſuch 
Force into their Faces, to ſeek fome Shelter, which a hollow Rock that 
they was near offering them, they accepted its friendly Invitation, 
and made it their Shield againſt the Tempeſt's Fury; and waiting there 
till the Violence of it was a little over, they heard the Voices of two 
People, who not thinking of or perceiving any one hid within that 
rude Canopy, were diſputing in ſtrange and moving Terms. The few 
Words they had already heard, rais'd the Curioſity of the Princes to 
liſten further, and alſo to ſee the Authors of them; ſo that ſtepping out 
of their Coyert unperceived, they obſervd two Men, one far advanc d 
in Years, the other ſcarce had reach'd the Date of Manhood: The old 
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154 Sir Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 


Man was blind, and the young one leading him; their Rayment was 
very mean, ſcarcely ſufficient to defend their Bodies from the Extre- 
mities of the Cold; and yet through all theſe Miſeries there appear d 
in both a kind of Nobleneſs not ſuirable to ſuch ſevere Affliction. The 
Princes had not obſery'd them long, cer the old Man, with a Tone of 
Paſſion, broke out into theſe Words; Well, my Leonatus, cry'd he to 
the orher, ſince no Arguments of mine can prevail upon you to lead 
me where J may find an End of all my Grief and Trouble, yet let me 
intreat you to leave me to myſelf; fear not, no Miſchiefs can enhance 
my Wretchedneſs; and if it cou'd, ſure nothing as Miſery can ſo well 
become me: Dread not the Danger of my darken'd Steps, they cannot 
throw me lower than T am; do not, I beg thee, do not thus obſti- 
nately purſue the Infection of my Miſeries ; fly from this dangerous 
Realm; fly, T conjure thee, fly this hated Place, fit only to ſuppert 
ſo great a Wretch as I. O, my honoured Father, reply'd the Youth, 
do not endeavour to deprive me of the only Remnant of my Happineſs; 
while I am bleſs'd with Power to be of Uſe to you, I can't be wholly 
miſerable. Alas, my Son! return'd the poor old Man, ſobbing and 
deeply groaning, how ill do I deſerve to be the Father of ſuch a Son, 
and how piercingly does thy filial Piety upbraid my Wickedneſs: 
Theſe Speeches, with ſome others to the ſame Purpoſe, convinced the 
Princes they were not born to that Ebb of Fortune they now appear'd 
in; and therefore advancing to them, they civilly enquired of the 
young Man what they were, and what Fortune drove them to the Ex- 
tremity they appear'd in? Gentlemen, anſwer'd he, for ſo you both 
appear to be, tho certainly you muſt be Strangers in this Country, 
if unacquainted with our Woes, and the Occaſion of them, which 
are of ſuch a Nature, that every one belonging to this Nation muſt 
| Know them to avoid relieving them; and tho our Miſeries ſtand not ſo 
much in need of any Thing as Pity, yet nothing is more dangerous to 
us than to make them known enough to excite it: But your Appear- 
ance ſpeaks a gentle Nature; or ſhou'd you not be poſſeſſed of it, 
the Evils we labour under have ſunk us far below any Degrees of Fear: 
Know then, that this old unhappy Man that I now lead, was late the 
lawful Prince of this Country of Paphlagonia, who by a lawleſs and 
ungrateful Child was not only deprived of his Throne and Kingdom, 
(which no foreign Force cou'd ne'er have wreſted from him) but of 
his Eye-ſight, that ineſtimable Treaſure which Nature beſtows on the 
pooreſt Creatures. By this barbarous and unnatural Uſage, he has 
been drove to ſuch Extremity of Anguiſh, that even now he fain wou'd 
have had me led him to the Top of this Rock, from whence he wou'd 
have thrown himſelf, and by Death ended the inſupportable Evils of 
Life; ſo making me, who received my Being from him, the Inſtru- 
ment of his Deſtruction. But moſt noble Strangers, continued he, if 
either of you have a Father, and experienced the render Earning of a 
Child's Affection, by that let me conjure you to help convey this af- 
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flicted Prince to ſome Place of Security ; and be aſſurd that amongſt 
noble Actions ir will not be eſteem d tho leaſt, that a King of ſuch 
Power and Fame, as he that ſtands before you once was, loaden with 
Wrongs and oppteſs'd with Injuries, ſhould in "Oy Degree be reliev d 


by you. 


But before they had Time for a Reply, the Father began to ſpeak ; 
Ah, my Son, cry'd he, how unjuſt an Account you have given of our 
Sorrows, ſince you have left out the Occaſion of them, my Wicked- 
neſs ! my Wickedneſs! If thou doſt it to ſpare my Ears the ungrate- 
ful Sound, know thou doſt much miſtake thy Father; for I call that 


Sun to witneſs which you are ſtill bleſs'd with a Capacity of ſeeing, 


(with that he caſt up his blind Eyes, as they would hunt for a Glim- 
mering of its Light) that nothing is now ſo grateful to me as the 
Juſt Publication of my Shame: Therefore know, worthy Strangers, to 
whom I wiſh the meeting ſuch a Wretch mayn't prove an ominous 
Fore-token of ſome Evil, that what my Son has ſaid (O ye juſt 
Gods, that ye ſhould ſuffer Truth to reproach him with that Title) 


is Fact; but beſides thoſe Truths, he alſo ſhould have told you, that 


his guilty Father having been bleſs'd in lawful Marriage from a noble 
Mother with this Son; what he is you partly know by ſeeing, but 
better ſhall by my ſhorr Declaration : In him 1 long enjoyed the Ex- 


pectations of the World; at length he grew ſo much to juſtify thoſe 


Expectations, that I had not Reaſon to envy the moſt happy Father 
for that only Comfort in Mortality of leaying a worthy Repreſenta- 


tive behind one; but notwithſtanding that, I was prevail d upon in 


favour of a Baſtard Child (if ar leaſt T may credit the Aſſurances of 
that baſe Woman my Concubine of his being mine) not only to grow 
careleſs of and indifferent to his Merit, but was at length worked up 
to endeavour his Deſtruction: To repeat the various Ways ſhe uſed to 


bring me to the Thought of ſo much Wickedneſs were endleſs; and 


beſides, the accuſing her, looks as I meant to extenuate my own Fault, 
which I abhor the Thought of; let it ſuffice, that ſhe employ d as 
much poiſonous Hypocriſy, deſperate Fraud, ſmooth Malice, conceal'd 
Ambition, and ſmiling Envy, as the united Cunning of the whole Sex 
could e er have harbour d, and at length work d upon me to give pri- 
vate Orders to ſome delpecatg Villains to betray this Son into ſome 
lonely Foreſt, and there deſtroy him. 


But even theſe abandoe'd Creatures, though i in Cruelty, had 
more Humanity than I; for taking Pity of his Youth and Inno- 
cence, they ſpared his Life, and ſuffer d him to wander into foreign 
Nations to carn his Bread, which he did by ſerving as a private Sol- 
dier in a Country hard by; but as he was juſt going to be advanced 
for ſome noble Pieces of Service which he had done, he heard News 


bf me, who giddy in my Affection (to that unlawful and unnatural 
Child) 
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156 - Sr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, | 
Child) ſuffer'd myſelf ro be ſo govern'd by him, that all Favours and 
all Puniſhmenrs were diſpoſed on by him, all Offices and Places of 
Importance diſtributed among his Favourites, ſo that e er T was aware, 
1 had left myſelf only the bare Name of a King; which Shadow of a 
Monarch he ſhortly growing weary of allowing me, with many Indig- 
nities, (if any thing may be called ſo that was offer'd to ſuch a Wretch 
as I) he drove me from the Throne, and putting out my Eyes, (in 
Compaſſion ſure that T ſhould not ſee his unnatural Uſage) and then 
proud and wanton in his Tyranny, let me go, not ſhewing ſo much 
Favour as to impriſon or kill me, but rather delighting to make me 
linger in Extremity of Torments. Torments indeed if ever there were 
any! Thrown in a Moment from a King to be a Beggar; depriv'd of 
Light, the common Benefit of Nature; full of Wretchedneſs, Diſ- 
grace, and Want; and to compleat thoſe Ills, loaden with Guilt, and 
conſcious of deſerving them. But as he came to the Throne by Trea- 
ſon and Injuſtice, ſo he was oblig'd to keep it by as unwarrantable 
Force, keeping ſtrange Soldiers in Citadels, thoſe Neſts of Tyranny 
and Murtherers of Liberty; depreſſing and diſarming all his own Coun- 
trymen, that none of them durſt eſpouſe my Cauſe; and indeed J be- 
lieve few of them had a Will to do it, conſidering my cruel Uſage of 
my duteous Child, and the extream Folly in ſuffering the other to 
get ſuch a Power over me: But if thete were any that felt the leaſt 
Compaſſion for my deſerved Sufferings, and had the leaſt Spark of un- 
extinguiſh'd Duty left towards me, yet they dared not ſhew it, ſcarcely 
by relieving my Neceſſities by Alms at their Doors, which was now 
the only Suſtenance of my diſtreſs'd Life, not one venturing ſo far as 
to guide my darken'd Steps, till this Son of mine (Heaven knows, 
worthy of a more virtuous Father) forgetting my abominable Wrongs, 
deſpiſing Danger, and neglecting the Preferment that waited for him, 
came hither to perform this tender Office you ſee him now employ'd in, 
to my unutterable Grief; not only becauſe his Kindneſs is a Glaſs for 
even my blind Eyes to ſee the Reflection of my own Vileneſs, but I am 
in continual Pain that he ſhould deſperately venture the Loſs of his va- 
luable Life, to preſerve my worthleſs one; for well T know the Mon- 
ſter that uſurps my Throne, how much ſoever (and with good Rea- 
ſon) he deſpiſes me, worthy of all to be contemn'd, will yet uſe every 
Stratagem to deſtroy him, whoſe juſt Title, join'd with true Cou- 
rage and univerſal Goodneſs, may one Day ſhake the Seat of a 
never ſecure Tyranny ; and to cruſh theſe Fears, I have begg'd of 
him to lead me to the Top of this Rock, meaning indeed to rid him 
of ſo dangerous a Companion; but he gueſſing at my Purpoſes, deny d 
me; the only thing, which ſince he has been born, he ever ſhew'd 
himſelf diſobedient in. And now, Gentlemen, I have faithfully repeat- 
ed the Truth of my unhappy Story; which I beg you wou'd publiſh to 
the World, that my unnatural and miſchievous Proceedings may be the 
Glory of his filial Piety, the only Reward now left for ſuch wonder- 
ous 
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dus Merit; and I conjure you let me obtain that Favour of you which 
he denics me, for never was there more Mercy ſhewn in ſaving any other; 
than in deſtroying me; both becauſe by it my more than mortal Ago- 


nies will have an End, and alſo you will preſerve this excellent young 
Man, who elſe will, obſtinate in Duty, follow his own Ruin. 


This melancholly Story, expreſs'd in ſuch a moving Manner by the 
old Prince, exceedingly raiſed the Pity of the two Princes, whoſe no- 
ble Hearts cou d not be excited to that Paſſion, without endeavouring 
to ſeek a Remedy; and ſoon the Occaſion offer'd, for Plexertus (ſo 
was the Baſtard nam'd) came thither, attended with forty Horſe, with 
a Deſign to murder his Brother, of whoſe Return he ſoon had Notice; 
and thinking no Eyes of ſufficient Credit in ſuch a Matter but his own, 
was determin'd himſelf to be both the Actor and Spectator of the dire- 
ful Tragedy; therefore the Moment he was come in Sight of him, not 
regarding the ſlight Guard (as he thought) of two weak Men, he 

commanded ſome of his Followers to aſſiſt him in killing Leonatus; 
but that valiant Prince, how falſely ſoever he was dealt with by others, 
wou'd not betray himſelf, and therefore drawing his Sword, he made 
the Death of the firſt that attack'd him a Warning to the reſt to pro. 
ceed more cautiouſly ; but Pyrockes and Muſidorus were ſoon become 
Parties in this Cauſe, thinking ſo juſt a Defence claim'd as great a 
Right to their Aſſiſtance, as the ſtricteſt Friendſhip, and behaved fo 
valiantly among his Oppoſers, that many of them paid their Lives a 


Tribure to their wicked Maſter. 


But at length, o'erpower'd with Numbers, the Odds wou'd moſt cet- 
tainly have prevail d, had not the King of Pontus, lately by them raiſed 
to that Dignity, came unlook'd-for to their Relief; who having had a 
Dream, which he ſuperſticiouſly, and, as it happen'd, prophetically ob- 
ſerv'd, that threatned ſome ſudden Danger to the two Princes, whom he 
regarded as his Life, he had taken a hundred Horſe, following as near 
as poſſible their Track in that Country, which he thought, conſider- 
ing who reign'd, a likely Place for the Scene of any villanous Action. 
And now Plexertus was drove to ſuch a Strait, that ſoon he wou'd toge- 
ther have reſign'd his guilty Life and uſurp'd Diadem, when there 
came in Tzdeus and Telenor, with forty or fifty Horſe to his Defence. 
Theſe two Brothers came of the nobleſt Houſe in that Country, and 
were from their Infancy educated with Plexertus; Men of ſuch untaint- 
ed Courage as to know no Fear themſelves, yet teach it effectually to 
others that oppoſed them: They had been inur'd to Dangers, and of- 
ten triumph'd o'er the greateſt ; never diſmay'd, and ever fortunate; 
the Goodneſs of their Diſpoſition was equal to the Greatneſs, and 
wou'd have ſhone with equal Brightneſs, had Chance directed them to 
a more worthy Friend; or would they have conſider'd Friendſhip as 


the Child of Virtue, and not the Parent; but being bred up with the 
7 Tyrant 
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thought it not conſiſtent with their Honour to let it end fo, but with 


Tom him and join'd the greater Power. 


having ſo offended, and Joy for being once more poſſeſſed of the Pow- 
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Tyrant, that, rather chan Choice, had fixed them in his Intereſt; 
(not but he had Craft enough to hide his Faults, where-c'cr his Intereſt 
prompted him to ir, and only ſhew'd them where they might ſtrike 
home}, and being once engaged, they purſued the Courſe, thinking 
their Honour more concern'd to prove themſelves good Friends than 
Subjects; and therefore determin'd to prefer him and his Cauſe to all 
the World: And tho' in another they wou'd have abhor'd the Action 
he perform'd, yet tho? they deſpiſed the Evil, they liked the Author 
of it; and tho' they did not counſel the Offence, yet they protected 
the Offender; and having heard of his going out with ſo ſmall a Guard, 
knowing how ill affected his Subjects were towards him, they fol- 
lowed, tho' they were unacquainted with the Cauſe that carried him, 
and found him ſo hard beſet, that it obliged them either to venture 
their own Lives, or be tame Spectators of their Friends Deſtructi- 
on; which their great Souls diſdaining, they ſo powerfully exerted 
their utmoſt Force of Mind and Body, that Juſtice forces me to own, 
that Pyrocles and Myfidorus had never till then found any that ſo tho- 
roughly obliged them to repeat the hardeſt Leſſon they had learn'd in 
Arms; and behaved themſelves with ſo much Conduct, that tho they 
did not conquer, they were not overcome, but convey'd away their 
ungrateful Maſter to a Place of Security, maugre all the Princes could 
do in Oppoſition: But they having ſo far engaged in the Affair, 


all the Expedition that was poſſible, rais d Forces both in Pontus and 
Phrygia, ſo that in a ſmall Time they had left the Uſurper only one 
Place of Refuge, Fear having been the only Link that chain'd his Peo- 
ple to him, and thar once united with a greater Force, they all ſcatter'd 


In chis Time the blind old King, having in the chief City of his 
Realm, crown'd his Son Leonatus, with the additional Attendance of 
many Tears, which flow'd both from Joy and Sorrow; Sorrow for 


er to make ſome Recompence, ſet forth in the moſt moving Terms to 
the glad People, the Heinouſneſs of his own Crime, and the Abundance 
of his Son's Virtue; and after he had kiſs'd him, and obliged his Son 
to receive Reverence from him, as from a Father, he was become a 
Subject, he in a Moment reſign'd his Being, as he had finiſhed all he 
waited for on Earth, his Heart almoſt before broken with ſore Afflic- 
tion, ſtretching beyond its · Limits with this Acceſs of Comfort, unable 
longer to ſupport rhe vital Spirits. The new-made King having per- 
form'd his Farher's Obſequies with as much filial Duty as he had paid 
him living, purſued the Seige of his unnatural Brother, as much for 
the revenging of his Father, as the eſtabliſhing his own Quiet: In 
which Seige I can't but mention the Proweſs of the two Brothers 1 
I before ſpoke of, than whom the Princes never found in all their 

Travels 
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Ttavels, perſons of greater Courage and Magnanimity, nor abler 
Skill and Conduct. 


But Pl-xertus finding that if Force did not oblige him to yield, Fa- 
mine wou'd unavoidably bring him to Deſtruction, thought it better 
humbly to creep, where by Pride he cou d not march; for with ſuch 
crafty Cunning had Nature form'd him, and the continual Exerciſe he 
had given that Faculty, had ſo improvd it, that he was a Maſter in 
all kind of Slights; ſo that tho' no one had leſs Goodneſs in his own 
Soul, yer no one knew better how to find Arguments to improve 
that of others to his Advantage: No humane Creature was ever leſs 
ſubject ro Compaſſion than himſelf, or better knew how to raiſe it in 
another ; impudently audacious in denying, where Proofs were not 
againſt him; and ready, in an abject Manner, to aggravate his 
own Crimes, where-c'er Denial wou'd but make them fouler. Be- 
ing of this Temper, and drove to great Extremes, he took the follow- 
ing Method: Having diſguiſed himſelf in an Officer's Habit, he pre- 
rended (to gain Admitrance to the Preſence of his injur'd Brother) 
that he was one in Truſt about Plexertus, and wou d betray him alive 
into his Hands. This Stratagem, (tho' againſt rhe Minds of the va- 
liant Brothers, who rather choſe to die in brave Defence, than meanly 
to ſurrender) he put in Practice; and with a Rope about his Neck, 
bare-footed, and Sackcloath on his Body, he came and offer'd himſelf 
to Leanatus Mercy; the mean Submiſiions which he uſed ; how cun- 
ningly in aggravating his own Fault, he made it ſeem the leſs ; how 
artificially he deſcribed the Torments of his Conſcience, and the Mi- 
ſeries the compaſſing of his inordinate and ambitious Ends had brought 
him ro ; how artfully in ſeeming to deſire Death, as aſhamed to live, 
and bake ſo movingly, that he beg'd Life in the refuſing it. All 
this, I ſay, is not even to be naturally diſcern'd by one skill d only in 
Simplicity and Truth ; but ſo artfully he play'd his Part, that chough 
ar firſt Leonatus only look'd upon him as his Father's Murderer, and 
Anger already began to paint Revenge in all its Colours, yet e er long 
he was not only moved to Pity, but forgive; and tho' he cou'd not be 
brought to think any thing an Excuſe for the paſt Fault, yet he was 
work'd up to an Opinion, that his wicked Brother wou'd no more de- 
ſerve that Epithet, while the under Villains of this execrable Miſchief, 
betrayed by the firſt Author of it, were deliver'd to divers kinds of 
Death; he inſinuating, as he had rather fallen to defend the Outrages 
the y had begun, than contrived and headed them himſelf, 


The Brothers, being thus reconcild, Plexertus ſhew'd in every Ac: 
tion the moſt mean Submiſſion, and more than the ever noble Nature 
of Leonatus could have exacted from him. Things being thus ſettled 
in a general Calm, the Princes addreſs'd themſelves ro leave the 


Court; and firſt paying their Complements to their faithful Friend, 
the 
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che King of Pontus, (who likewiſe returned home to enjoy the yet 
* untaſted Pleaſures of a Queen and Kingdom,) they privately de- 
parted, attended only by the two valiant Brothers, who would needs 
go with them through ſeveral Places : They four united, performing 
ſurprizing Wonders in Deeds of Arms; tho being in private Com- 
bats, Fame has not ſo much blaz'd them abroad : Ar length, hearing 
the meritorious fair Erona, Queen of Lycia, was beſieged by the puiſ- 
fant. Monarch of Armenia, they haſted to her Defence, urged on to 
eſpouſe her Cauſe, partly becauſe ſhe was a Lady, and conſequently 
- of the weaker Side; but more becauſe Report had told them that the 
King of Armenia had in his Train three of the moſt famous Knights 
for Deeds of Arms the Earth could boaſt, wirh whom their high Am- 
bition prompted them to engage : One of theſe Knights was the no- 
ble Plangus, whoſe Name your Highneſs Yeſterday perfumed with 
the Odour of your Breath ; the other were two mighty Princes, na- 
med Barzares, and Euardes, Men of almoſt Gigantick Size and Strength, 
in whom the Hopes the King had of Victory were chiefly placed. 
Of theſe two, the noble Brothers, Tydeus and Telenor, (allowed Judges 
in Warlike Matters,) had ſpoke ſo highly, that the Princes were poſ- 
ſeſs'd of an uncommon Eagerneſs to prove their Proweſs: Therefore 
the Moment they were enter'd into Lycia, they joined thoſe few that 
with unſhaken Faith ſery'd the unhappy Queen, who was then beſeig d, 
and in a ſhort Time ſo animated and revived their drooping Hearts, 
that they attempted by Force to relieve the Town, tho' they were un- 
luckily depriv'd of great Part of their Strength, by the Departure of 
the two Brothers, who were ſummon'd to return with all Speed to 
their old Friend Plexertus, whoſe Faults not willing to perceive, and 
giving an implicit Faith to all he ſaid, they had often in his Cauſe 
proſtituted the Virtue of their Courage to defend the foul Vice of baſe 
Ingratitude; and how they were ſent for to advance a Conqueſt he 
had attempted, while Pyrocles and 22255 idorus were left to the Delivery 
of the diſtreſs 'd Queen. | 
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1 have, rette the fair Pamela, heard that Part of tlie 
Story from Plangus; therefore, if you pleaſe, you may omit relating 
the Particulars of Erona s Quarrel, leſt the Sound of War ſhould waken 
Mopſa, which poſſibly might breed ſome Diſturbance. Muſidorus 
turning his Head, ſaw her indeed with open Mouth ſwallowing Sleep, 
making ſuch a hideous Noiſe, that no Body with Juſtice cou'd lay 
the ſtealing a Nap to her Charge; and unwilling to loſe this long. 
wiſhd-for Opportunity, he flung himſelf on hisKnees before thePrinceſs ; 
and with a throbbing Heart and faultering Tongue, O thou tranſcen- 
dant Fair, cry'd he, whoſe powerful Charms carry ſuch Witchcraft in 
them, as to transform a Prince of Royal Birth into an humble Swain, 
and forces him to eſteem all Marks of Sovereignty mean, in Compa- 
riſon with the Sheep-Hook, which guides him to your Sight: For 

this, 


 Moderniz'd by Mrs. STANLEY: 16 1 


this, let me entreat at leaſt your Patience, in direct Words, to at⸗ 
tend my humble Suit; O let me ſnatch this dear tranſporting Mo- 
ment, which J ſo long have waited for, to let you know who tis pre- 
ſumes to aſpire at your Love, for that I long have done it, you 
ſurely muſt be ſenſible : If in my Wiſhes, Hopes, or my Deſires, or 
even in Imagination, TI c'er attempted to wrong that heavenly Virtue 

which ſhines in all your Actions, may the Words I ſpeak prove 
Poyſon to my Soul, while they are in my Mouth ; or, whar is worſe, 
may all the Methods I have taken to forward my exalted Paſſion, turn 
to its own Confuſion: But if the moſt generous and awful Love, in- 
ſpir d not only by your Perſon, which ſure were alone ſufficient to raiſe 
the brighteſt Flame, but confirm'd and ſtrengthen'd by your Virtues ; 
if, T fay, a Love ſo pure, that even in Thought it ne'er exceeded 
the ſtricteſt Bounds of Honour, can merit the leaſt Return, do not, 
heavenly Creature He wou d have procecded, but the Princeſs 
ſuddenly turning her Head, called aloud on Mopſa, who ſtarting up, 
ſtaggering and rubbing her Eyes, ran firſt to the Door, and then back 
again, before ſhe knew who called her ; till at length, being fully come 
to the Uſe of her little Wits, ſhe asked Pamela what ſhe wanted? 
Nothing, reply'd ſhe, ſmiling, but to have you more attentive to your 
Lover's Story; and now, ſays ſhe, turning to Dorus, T deſire you 
would re- aſſume it. 


But as lie, who now could pay no Homage but Obedience, was 
returning to the Account of his own Life, Phzloclea, follow'd by Miſo, 
came and interrupted him, ſo that fer that Time he was diſmiſs d: 
Bur Pamela, charm'd with every Word utter'd by his admir'd Voice, 
took a Pleaſure in repeating to her Siſter all he had ſaid to her; till 
Dinner being over, they determin'd to amuſe the Hours, tir'd with 
Miſo's ſtupid Converſation, to go while the Heat laſted, and bath 
themſelves in the River Ladon, as the Arcadian Nymphs were often 
wont to do; taking with them a Lute, that after they had waſh'd, 
they might ſit and divert themſelves under ſome Shade; but they 
_ cou'd not ſtir, but Miſo and her Daughter Mopſa would be following 
them. As they were paſling by the other Lodge, Zelmane look- 
ing from her Window, ſpied them, and ſofily ſtole down after; 
which ſhe had then an Opportunity of doing unobſerv'd, becauſe 
Gynecia was confin d by Illneſs, and Baſilius (that being his Birth- 
day) was, according to his uſual Cuſtom, employ'd in his Devo- 
tions. Zelmane haſtily follow'd them, hoping ſhe might ſnatch a Mo- 
ment to ſpeak to Philoclea; but not the leaſt Sentence could ſhe be- 
gin, but Miſo would make one in the Converſation, which obliged 
her to recommend the Office of her Tongue to the no leſs expreſſive 
Language of her Eyes, which with great Diligence perform'd the 
pleaſing Task. With interchanging Looks they ſpent the Time till 


they had reach'd the River, which was eſteem d the fineſt in all Greece, 
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and ſhuffling as he were enraged his ſmelling Power could not as 


The Princeſs asked Zelmane if ſhe wou'd not waſh with them, aſſuring 


| the excuſing her ſelf as not proper, having lately taken a little Cold, 


lent Emotion, that ſhe thought it wiſer to reſt her trembling Limbs 


Salutation of the rude Ground; but when ſhe began to feel the Chil- 


* 
44 
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both for the Clearneſs and Sweetneſs of its Waters ; and beſides, the 
bathing in ic was reckon'd exceeding healthful ; it run upon fo fine 
and delicate a Ground, that it was hard to ſay whether the River 
moſt clear'd the Gravel, or that purify'd the River ; it was ſurrounded 
with divers Kinds of ſtately Trees, bur among the reſt a goodly Cy. 
prus, who bowing her fair Head over the Water, ſeem d as if ſhe meant 
to adjuſt het green Locks by the Reflection of it: Altho this was fo 
privileged a Place, that upon Pain of Death no one durſt pre. 
ſume to come into it ; yet the Ladies, for fear of any lurking Spy, 
look'd carefully about, but could not ſee any thing except a Water- 
Spaniel, who came down the River in Chaſe after a Duck, ſnorting 


eaſily prevail through the Water as the Air ; therefore waiting with 
his Eye for the Duck's getting up again, but failing of his Purpoſe, 
he got out of the River, and ſhaking off the Water (as great Men do 
their Followers) now he had no farther Uſe for it, ran out of Sight. 


her that bathing in thoſe Waters was eſteem d exceeding healrhful ; but 


they began by Degrees to remove the Cloaths which enviouſly eclips d 
their Charms. | 25 


Zelmane would have aſſiſted them, but was ſeiz d with ſuch a vio- 


againſt a Tree, and only be a bleſs'd Spectator: But when their Gar- 
ments were taken off, and flung to enrich the ſenſeleſs Ground, gel. 
mane's Reſolution wholly vyaniſh'd, and ſhe could not for her Life re- 
fiſt running to Philoaclea, and embracing her defencelefs Beauties with 
more Extaſy than became the Appearance ſhe bore of the ſame Sex ; 
but a conſcious Shame ariſing in her at her own Preſumption, ſhe for- 
ced her ſelf at once to quit the moſt exalted Rapture her Senſes e er had 
proved; the harmleſs Maid was almoſt equally delighted, tho' her 
Innocence was ignorant of the Cauſe, half ſmiling and half bluſhing, 
when Zelmane retir'd ; ſhe gently moved her Feet, unus d to the rough 


neſs of the Water, a pretty Shivering ſeiz'd her beauteous Body, and 
made her ſeem juſt like the Twinkling of a ſhining Star in a cold 
Froſty Night ; but the River, proud to give way to ſuch a Gueſt, had 
ſoon received her Breaſt-deep, and cold Ladon, inſpir d with her Em- 
braces, could no longer boaſt that Name, but ſeem'd to play around 
her with an eager Warmth, as if it were ſenſible of every Charm. 


O glorious Ladon, cry'd Zelmane, now made moſt perfect, how 
canſt thou forbear to ſtay thy Courſe more fully to enjoy thy Happi- 
neſs > But, Fool that J am, is it nor eaſy to be ſeen that the upper 
Streams, eager for their Share of her Embraces, make ſuch Haſte to 

reach 


-*% 


were ſet fo cloſe, they cou'd not ſee which Way he took; but he very 
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reach the Bliſs, that the lower ones are neceſſitated to give Place, 


tho wondrous loath to quit ſo exquiſite a Pleaſure, O happy Laabn, 
that art now poſſeſs d of infinite Beauty, infinite Delight, and art a 
perfect Union of all Perfection! Sure *ris impoſſible thou ever ſhould'ſt 


forget the bleſt Impreſſion that has been made in thee by Beauty's 
perfect Stamp; but if, dull Stream, thou canſt be ſo ungrateful to 


bury in Oblivion the Memory of more than earthly Happineſs, in Re- 
quital of thy Stupidity, may thy hitherto unpolluted Bed, inſtead of 
Gravel, be turn d to filthy Mud; and may ſome more powerful River 
fall into thee, and make thee looſe the Name of beauteous Ladon. 
O happy, happy Stream! ſlide gently by, leaſt thy boiſterous Tide, 
eager to taſte her Charms, ſhou'd make her ſlender Legs lip from their 
glorious Weight, and ſuffer her tender Form to prove the rude Imbraces 
of the piercing Gravel. O] ſhoud{t thou ſuffer the leaſt Pain to reach 
the Royal Fair Ones, that have entruſted thee with all their Charms, 


how cou'dſt thou anſwer the ſacrilegious Wrong? No longer then wou'dſt 


thou be known by any other Epither, than curſed Ladon, and the 


pleaſant Flavour of thy Waters be turn d to Gaul and Bitterneſs. But 


while Zelmane was thus venting her Raptures to the ſenſeleſs Stream, 


the Princeſſes were playing in the Water with pretty Innocence, un- 


knowing to what piercing Eyes their Beauties ſtood revealed, ſome- 
times ſtriking it with their taper Fingers, which ſeem'd to ſmile as it 
were ſenſible of their inſpiring Touch. 


Zelmane, the Freedom of whoſe Sight was limited by nothing but 


the tr anſparent Vale of Ladon, like a Room in which a conſtant Fire 


is kept, tho* the Largeneſs is not increaſed, yet the Continuance of it 
increaſes the Room's Heat ; ſo her Wound's Fires, the more ſhe gazed, 
the more tormented her: And now her every Senſe grew envious that 


her Eyes alone ſhou'd pay their Homage to the Queen of their Deſires ; 


ſo that taking up the Lute the Princeſſes had brought with them, her 
Wit inſpired by Love's tranſporting Rage, the began to play; her 
Voice, eager to exert its Part of the Performance, join'd in a Song ; 
her Hands govern d the Lute's Muſick to her Voice; her panting Heart 


danced to the lively Notes, while her glad Feet proclaim d the equal 


Meaſure; her Body was the Place appointed for the Performance, and 
her Soul the Judge that ſhou d be entertain d. The Subject of her 
Song being Philocleas Charms, the Numbers were ſublime and lofty, 
full of poetick Rapture, and anſwerable to the Power of the Inſpirer. 
As the had almoſt finiſh'd it, ſhe obſery'd the fame Warer-Spaniel, 
which before had hunced up the River, come and ferch away one of 
Philaclea's Gloves; the fine Proportion ſhew'd what a perfect Gueſt 
uſed to inhabit in it. Zelmane, being pleaſed to ſee the Dog delighted 
with the Treaſure, ſufter'd him to carry off his Purchaſe ; which he 
haſtily did, and was ſoon loſt between ſome. Teres and Buſhes, which 
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both for the Clearneſs and Sweetneſs of its Waters; and beſides, the 
bathing in ic was reckon'd exceeding healthful ; it run upon ſo fine 
and delicate a Ground, that it was hard to ſay whether the River 
moſt clear d the Gravel, or that purify'd the River; it was ſurrounded 
with divers Kinds of ſtately Trees, but among the reſt a goodly Cy. 
prus, who bowing her fair Head over the Water, ſeem d as if ſhe meant 
to adjuſt her green Locks by the Reflection of it: Altho this was ſo 
privileged a Place, that upon Pain of Death no one durſt pre. 
| ſume to come into it; yet the Ladies, for fear of any lurking Spy, 
look'd carefully about, but could not ſee any thing except a Water- 
Spaniel, who came down the River in Chaſe after a Duck, ſnorting 
and ſnuffling as he were enraged his ſmelling Power could not as 
eaſily prevail through the Water as the Air; therefore waiting with 
his Eye for the Duck's getting up again, but failing of his Purpoſe, 
he got out of the River, and ſhaking off the Water (as great Men do 
their Followers) now he had no farther Uſe for it, ran out of Sight. 
The Princeſs asked Zelmane if ſhe wou'd not waſh with them, aſſuring 
her that bathing in thoſe Waters was eſteem exceeding healrhful ; but 
ſhe excuſing her ſelf as not proper, having lately taken a little Cold, 
they began by Degrees to remove the Cloaths which enviouſlly eclips'd 
their Charms. e 


Zelmane would have aſſiſted them, but was ſeiz d with ſuch a vio- 
lent Emotion, that ſhe thought it wiſer to reſt her trembling Limbs 
againſt a Tree, and only be a bleſs'd Spectator: But when their Gar- 
ments were taken off, and flung to enrich the ſenſeleſs Ground, Ze/- 
man's Reſolution wholly vaniſſi d, and ſhe could not for her Life re- 
fiſt running to Philoclea, and embracing her defencelefs Beauties with 
more Extaſy than became the Appearance ſhe bore of rhe ſame Sex; 
but a conſcious Shame ariſing in her at her own Preſumption, ſhe for- 
ced her ſelf at once to quit the moſt exalted Rapture her Senſes e er had 
proved; the harnileſs Maid was almoſt equally delighted, tho' her 
Innocence was ignorant of the Cauſe, half ſmiling and half bluſhing, 
when Zelmane retir'd ; ſhe gently moved her Feet, unus'd to the rough 
Salytation of the rude Ground; but when ſhe began to feel the Chil- 
neſs of the Water, a pretty Shivering ſeiz d her beauteous Body, and 
made her ſeem juſt like the Twinkling of a ſhining Star in a cold 
Froſty Night ; but the River, proud to give way to ſuch a Gueſt, had 
ſoon received her Breaſt-deep, and cold Ladon, inſpir d with her Em- 
| braces, could no longer boaſt that Name, but ſeem'd to play around 
her with an eager Warmth, as if it were ſenſible of every Charm. 


O glorious Ladon, eryd Zelmane, now made moſt perfect, how 
eanſt thou forbear to ſtay thy Courſe more fully to enjoy thy Happi- 

_ neſs? But, Fool that J am, is it not eaſy to be ſeen that the upper 
Streams, eager for their Share of her Embraces, 92 8 ſuch Haſte to 


reach 
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roach the Bliſs, that the lower ones are neceſſitated to give Place, 
tho' wondrous loath to quit ſo exquiſite a Pleaſure. O happy Ladon, 
that art now poſleſs'd of infinite Beauty, infinite Delight, and art a 
perfect Union of all Perfection] Sure "tis impoſſible thou ever ſhould'ſt 


forget the bleſt Impreſſion that has been made in thee by Beauty's 


_ perfet Stamp; but if, dull Stream, thou canſt be ſo ungrateful to 
bury in Oblivion the Memory of more than earthly Happineſs, in Re- 
quital of thy Stupidity, may thy hitherto unpolluted Bed, inſtead of 
Gravel, be turn d to filthy Mud; and may ſome more powerful River 

fall into thee, and make thee looſe the Name of beauteous Ladon. 
O happy, happy Stream! ſlide gently by, leaſt thy boiſterous Tide, 

eager to taſte her Charms, ſhou'd make her ſlender Legs lip from their 
glorious Weight, and ſuffer her tender Form to prove the rude Imbraces 
of the piercing Gravel. O! ſhou'dſt thou ſuffer the leaſt Pain to reach 


the Royal Fair Ones, that have entruſted thee with all their Charms, 


how cou'dſt thou anſwer the ſacrilegious Wrong? No longer then wou'dſt 
thou be known by any other Epithet, than curſed Ladon, and the 
pleaſant Flavour of thy Waters be turn d to Gaul and Bitterneſs. But 
while Zelmane was thus venting her Raptures to the ſenſeleſs Stream, 
the Princeſſes were playing in the Water with pretty Innocence, un- 
knowing to what piercing Eyes their Beauties ſtood revealed, ſome- 
times ſtriking it with their taper Fingers, which ſeem'd to ſmile as it 
were ſenſible of their inſpiring Touch. 


Zelmane, the Freedom of whoſe Sight was limited by nothing but 
the tranſparent Vale of Ladon, like àa Room in which a conſtant Fire 
is kept, tho' the Largeneſs is not increaſed, yet the Continuance of it 
increaſes the Room's Heat ; fo her Wound's Fires, the more ſhe gazed, 
the more tormented her : ad now her every Senſe grew enyious that 
her Eyes alone ſhou'd pay their Homage to the Queen of their Deſires ; 
ſo that taking up the Lute the Princeſſes had brought with them, her 


Wit inſpired by Love's tranſporting Rage, ſhe began to play; her 


Voice, eager to exert its Part of the Performance, join d in a Song; 
her Hands govern d the Lute's Muſick to her Voice; her panting Heart 


danced to the lively Notes, while her glad Feet proclaim d the equal 
Meaſure; her Body was the Place appointed for the Performance, and 
her Soul the Judge that ſhou'd be entertain d. The Subject of her 
Song being Philocleas Charms, the Numbers were ſublime and lofty, 
full of poetick Rapture, and anſwerable to the Power of the Inſpirer. 
As ſhe had almoſt finiſh'd it, ſhe obſerv'd the ſame Water-Spaniel, 
which before had hunted up the River, come and fetch away one of 
Philocleas Gloves; the fine Proportion ſhew'd what a perfect Gueſt 
uſed to inhabit in it. Zelmane, being pleaſed to ſee the Dog delighted 
with the Treaſure, ſuffter'd him to carry off his Purchaſe ; which he 
haſtily did, and was ſoon loſt between ſome Teres and Buſhes, which 


were ſet fo cloſe, they cou'd not ſee which Way he took; but he very 
{oon 
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ſoon return d, and hunting amongſt the Princeſſes Cloaths, he light upofl 
a little Paper-Book, and was going to bear that away too; but Zel- 
mane thinking it might poſſibly be of ſome Importance, roſe and fol- 
low'd the Dog, who going directly the ſame Way he went before, de- 
liver'd it to a Gentleman who lay conceal'd among the Buſhes: The 
Appearance of Zelmane, who ruſh'd pretty haſtily in, made him ſtart 
up, and with an affable tho' melancholly Air advance towards her ; 
ſbe was a good deal ſtruck with his Appearance, and more ſo, as a 
nearer View inclined her to think ſhe ne'er before had ſeen any Man of 
ſo fine a Preſence ; for tho' he bore the moſt majeſtick Air and Mein, 
yet it ſeem'd temper'd with a natural Delicacy; and tho' his Looks 
wore a manly Fierceneſs, yet under that, his Eyes languiſhingly ſpoke 
his Temper ſoft and penetrable. After Zelmane had a good while 
view'd him with extreme Admiration, ſhe addreſs'd him in a very civil 
Manner, and deſit d him to deliver back the Glove and Paper, they 
both belonging to the Princeſs Philoclea; adding, that ſhe would be 
very loath to let them know of his lying conceal'd in that prohibited 


Place while they were bathing, well knowing that who cer he was 
they never wou'd forgive ſo great a Piece of Rudeneſs. Madam, re- 


ply'd the Gentleman, with a graceful tho' dejected Air, I bear the 
Puniſhment of my Fault in my own Breaſt, ſince a Conſciouſneſs of 
having erred is the hardeſt Tmpoſition a generous Mind can ſuffer ; bur 
for theſe Things I do aſſure you by my Honour, I am obliged for the 
Poſſeſſion of them to my Dog's playing Wantonneſs, not my own Pre- 
ſumptions : with that bowing, he gave her back the Paper ; This I re- 
ſign, continued he, not knowing but the Contents may be of Conſe- 
quence; but for the Glove, ſince it belongs to the fair Philoclea, I beg 
I may have leave to keep it, for ſure my Heart will ne er conſent my 
Hands ſhou'd part with it: And, Fair Creature, let me intreat you'd 
do a Stranger ſo much Juſtice, as to tell the Queen of my Deſires, the 


| heavenly Philoclea, chat in lieu of the mighty Favour, the Buſineſs of 


my Life ſhall be to ſhew my Gratitude. O execrable Villain! cry'd 
Zelmane (ſtung with Rage and Jealouſy, in meeting ſo unexpectly a 
Rival, and what was more to be employ'd by him) deliver, this In- 
ſtant deliver back the Glove, or by her bright Eyes that owns it, thy 
Life, tho' far too low a Price, ſhall pay the Purchaſe : With that ſhe 
drew her Sword, which Amagon- like ſhe always wore about her; the 
Gentleman retired from among the Buſhes and draw'd his too; but 
inſtead of ſtanding on his Guard, he kneeling down, offered the Han - 
dle of it to her; The Gods forbid, cry'd he, I cer ſhou d lift an Arm a- 
gainſt you, fince, if T am not deceived, you are that invincible and 
famous Amazon, that both defended my everlaſting Charmer's juſter 
Claim to Beauty, againſt the injurious Oppoſition of Phalantus, and 
ſavd her valuable Life at the hazard of your own, in deſtroying the 
furious Lyon; on theſe two great Accounts, rather than oppoſe you, 


in this humble Poſture I own myſelf your Slave. This Compliſance 
was 


ITE 


vour to defend himſelf, for nothing leſs than his Life ſhou'd anſwer 
his preſumptuous Boldneſs. Hard, reply'd he, will be the Leſſon and 
Difficulty to teach my Sword to oppoſe a Lady's Power, which ever 
has been uſed in their Defence: But Zelmane, impatient of further Ar- 
gument, purſued him with redoubled Blows, thruſting with ſuch a 


Violence, that Nature and Virtue both commanded him to regard his 


Safety; but yer his gentle Heart cou'd not be perſwaded by the 
greateſt Danger of his own, to offer any to his Fair Adverſary, but 
making the beſt defenſive Guard he cou'd, ſometimes with ſtrong and 
well-met Wards; then going back, even condeſcending to appear a 
a Coward in ſuch a Caſe; ſometimes by Slight of Body he wou'd award 
the Blows, and then again fain ſome, which he pull'd back from, be- 


fore there was Occaſion to withſtand them; and thus, as it were in. 


Sport, did he a good while fight with Zelmane; who being provok'd, 
that he, even without Reſiſtance, con'd reſiſt her, ſuffering her Rage 
entirely to get the better of her natural, ſweet and generous Diſpoſi- 
tion, ſhe determin'd to make his Life anſwer the Contempt he ſhew'd 
her, and redoubling her Blows, ſhe forc'd him to ward and go back 


ſomething more haſtily, and wou'd have ſeem d to any Looker-on 


the very Repreſentation of Innocence oppreſs'd with Violence ; but at 
length he found, that barely ſtanding upon his Defence avail'd but little, 
for Zelmane endeavouring to ſtrike at his Head, and he going to ward 


it, and ſtepping back as he was wont, ſhe ſtop'd her Blow in the Air, 


and ſuddenly turning the Point, &'er he was aware, run full at his 
Breaſt, ſo that he was neceſſitated with the Pummel of his Sword 
(having no other Weapon of Defence) to beat it down; bur the Thruſt 
was ſo ſtrong he could not wholly turn it off, but lighting on his 
Thigh, the Sword run directly through it; but Zelmane pulling back 
her Sword, and ſeeing the Blood follow, her victorious Anger rouzed 
her ſleeping Pity; ſorry, and half aſham'd ſhe had fo far exerted her 
Rage againſt one whom ſhe found had well a Power of withſtanding, 
bur that he wou d not uſe it; her yet couragious Pride diſdain'd a Con- 


queſt gain d by the Contempt her Adverſary paid her Force, and there- 


fore, with ſome little Complement, ſhe told the Stranger ſhe was ſorry 
for his Hurt, but that he himſelf occaſion d it, firſt by refuſing to deli- 
ver up the Glove, and next in eſteeming her ſo weak an Adverſary 
that he wou'd not exert himſelf as ſhe believed he cou'd well have done. 
But, continued ſhe, ſince you diſdain to employ your Sword againſt 
the Appearance of a Woman, tis poſſible, e er this Quarrel is forgot, 
you may hear from Pyrocles, Prince of Macedon, who being my near Re- 
lation, will, I am certain, not refuſe to undertake my Cauſe. I 
ſhou'd be far, reply'd the Stranger, from eſteeming this Hurt, were ir 
much greater, any Evil; but much the contrary, ſo by it I may be fo 


happy as to meet with that famed Prince, whoſe uncommon Virtues 


Uu — in have 
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was more grating than Blows to the enraged Zelmane; fo that looking 
at him with a jealous Fury in her Eyes, ſhe bid him once more endea- 
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1 have long loyd and admir'd, tho I have hitherto been a Stranger to 
his Petſon. 


As they were thus converſing, the Princeſſes came up to them. Mopſa, 
eurious in every Thing but what concern d her own Manners, having 
follow'd Zelmane, and ſeen them fighting, ſhe, with open Mouth, im- 
mediately went and inform'd the Ladies what ſhe had ſeen ; they were 
juſt then drying themſelves, wiping the watry Drops from their fair 
Bodies, which ſeem'd to weep at being ſo rudely forc'd from their 
happy Situation; but they, alarm'd to hear their Favourite Zelmane 
was in Danger, haſtily concealing thoſe Beauties of which Nature 
was proud, and their Innocence aſham'd, they came with all the Speed 
was poſſible (Love lending Wings to Philoclea, and Compaſſion to 
Pamela) to interfere between Zelmane and Miſchief, being aſſur d 
that any Arcadian wou'd pay a Reverence to their Preſence ; bur 
when they came they found them engaged in Talk, and Ze/mane en- 
deavouring to ſtanch the Stranger's Wound, who when they had ſeen, 
they ſtrait knew to be Amphialus, their Couſin- German: But they 
not thinking the Nearneſs of Relation ſufficient to juſtify the En- 
croachment, with an awful Sweetneſs, reproved him for breaking 
their Father's expreſs Command, eſpecially when they were retir'd in 
that private Manner; but he humbly entreating their Forgiveneſs, aſ- 
ſured them, in Excuſe for the Preſumption, that it was not premedi- 
tated, proteſting that he only deſign'd to chuſe out ſome ſolitary 
Place to indulge an extreme Melancholly, which had a good while 
poſſeſs'd him, and was guided thither by his Spaniel; and while the 
Dog was hunting in the River, he had laid himſelf down among the 
Buſhes, where a welcome Slumber had overtaken his long-wearied 
Spirits; till waked by a Dream which had repreſented the Event, he 
was juſt reproving his own Raſhneſs, as Ze/mane came to chaſtiſe him 
more ſeverely for it; but Philoclea ſeeihg him ſtill in Poſſeſſion of 
her Glove, jealous for Zelmane of the leaſt Fayour beſtowed on any 
other, made no Anſwer to his weak Excuſe, but haſtily, and with as 
ſevere a Look as the Sweetneſs of her Countenance wou'd admit, de- 
manded back her Glove: But when Zelmane heard who he was, My 
Lord Amphialus, ſaid ſhe, T have long deſir'd to know you, tho 
heretofore T muſt confeſs my Thoughts paid you a higher Regard 
than now they are poſſeſs d of towards you; not but I ſtill pay a 
Deference to your Virtue, tho' Tm not perſonally your Friend ; there- 
fore J beg we may for this Time be careful of your Wound, and have 
your Promiſe, that as ſoon as That will permit you, there ſhall a more 
knightly Combat be perform'd between us. Amphialus gave a reſpect- 
ful Anſwer, but ſtill endeayouring to excuſe himſelf ro Philoclea with 
ſuch a Look and Air, as plainly ſhew'd his Paſſion, and conſequently 
more raiſed and inflam'd Zelmane's Hate and Jealouſy : Bur Mopſa 
having call'd certain Shepherds (which attended not far off) to help 
| 9 convey 
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convey away Ampbialus, who cou'd not move himſelf ton Dari: 
per of loſing roo much Blood, he was carry d from them; but the 
Hurt his Heart received from Philoclea's Eyes, was much more painful 
than the Blow Zelmane had given him; which being bound with the 
Sheets wherein Philoclea had been wrapt, made him eſteem the Blow 
a Bleſſing, and reverence the Sword that gave the happy Wound. 


He being gone, the Ladies ſometimes laughing, and ſometimes an- 
gry, to think in what an expofed Manner their Couſin had ſeen them, 
returned towards the Lodge; yet thinking it too early, while the Day 
lighred them, to break off the Pleaſure they took in each other's Con- 
verſation, by going to perform a forced and irkſome Compliance to 
Mzife's ſhrewiſh Power: Zelmane having asked them to retire a little 
into her Harbour, they comply d; and after Pamela had given the 
Lute an Opportunity with grateful Notes to ſpeak the Pride it took 


in being commanded by her Fingers, Zelmane deliver d up the Paper 


which ſhe had taken from Amphialus; and ſeeing the Complaint of 
Plangus written on the Backſide, it brought to her Memory what 
Dorus had before told her ; and being defirous to know how much 
 Philoclea had heard in Relation to his Affairs, he took an Opportu- 
nity in preſenting it to her, to ask if there was any Secret in it > 
No, reply'd ſhe, 'tis only ſome Lines writ by my Father upon the 
following Occaſion ; one Day (juſt before your Coming) as he was 
walking with us two, almoſt a Mile from this Place, croſſing a High- 


way which leads from the City of Megalopolis, he ſaw the Gentle- 


man whoſe Name is there inſerted, one of the moſt agreeable and 
Gentleman-like Perſons I ever knew ; he ſeem d to be of middle Age, 
and rather low than tall; he was laid at full Length under a Tree, 
while. his Servants were getting freſh Poſt-Horſes for him. Tho' he 


ſeem'd tir d with the extreme Travel he had taken, yet did not he at- 


tempt to repoſe his weary Limbs with Sleep, ſo eager was he to pur- 
ſue his Journey; the Extremes of Sorrow were painted in his Face, 
which with Sighs, Tears, and Groans, the Artendants of a harden'd 
Grief, moved my Father to fall into Converſation with him: At firſt, 
the Stranger not knowing him, wander'd wildly from every Queſtion, 
and ſpoke his Griefs in ſuch a deſperate and moving Phraſe, that my 
Father took a Pleaſure to ſer down the particular Words, being cu- 
rious to obſerve the Mixture of Senſe and Incoherence which his Sor- 
rows utter d; and that is it which in this Paper is contain d; and 
becauſe, as 1 before told you, it is obſcure and rambling from che 


Purpoſe, if you are curious, after you have read ir, to be more tho- 


roughly inform'd of his Story, my Siſter and I can give you the Par- 
ticulars. Zelmane having peruſed the Paper, ſhe was much ſurprized 
to find ir mention Erona's Death, having never before heard of it; 
and defirous to hear more of that Affair, but more ſo to hear the 


8 of Philoclea's Speech, T may ſay ſhe gather'd bur very little 
Information 
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Information from this Paper, ſince it neither mentions who this Plan- 
gus or Erona is, nor what Tragick Cauſe threatens her with Death, 
and him with everlaſting Agonies; therefore JI beg your Highneſs 
wou'd gratify me wich the Particulars, becauſe having heard ſome. 
thing, tho' confuſedly, in my Travels of their ſtrange Story, it wou'd 
be with great Pleaſure I ſhou'd hear the Truth of it from ſo agreea- 
ble an Authority. I wou'd, reply'd Phzloclea, bluſhing, gratify you 
in every Thing, and wiſh I had as much the Power of doing it in all 
Things elſe that you requeſt; for after Plangus found who my Fa- 
ther was, hoping to prevail with him to employ his Power in his 
Service, he gave him a juſt Account of his own and that unhappy 
Lady's Fate; and with more Tears and Exclamations than any one 
not immediately concern'd (of how compaſſionate a Nature ſoe er 


they be) can pay the Repetition, he thus proceeded : 


The late King of Lydia was bleſs'd in Marriage with but one on- 
ly Daughter, which was this unhappy fair Erona, whoſe Fate J ſo in- 
ceſſantly lament. Here a Shower of Tears ſtopt his Speech; but for- 
eing his Eyes to allow his Tongue a Share in Grief, he went on: 

This Princeſs being poſſeſs'd of as much Beauty as Imagination ever 
painted, and arrived juſt in her Bloom of Years, obſerving the Lydians 
ſuch Devotees to Cupid, that in every Place his naked Images were 
ador'd with ſuperſtitious Worſhip, ſcorning the Deity whoſe Power ſhe 


then had ne er been ſubje to, and ſcandaliz'd at the indecent Figures 


they ſet up to repreſent him, ſhe prevail'd with her fond Parenr to 
ſuffer them all, by her Order, to be pull'd down and defac'd, and the 


Publick Worſhip of them utterly forbid : But how ſeverely the jealous 


God puniſh'd the lovely Criminal, (for to his juſt Rage the Lydians 
impute all her Sorrows,) too ſoon appear d; for cer a Year had cir. 
_ cled its rolling Hours round her devoted Head, ſhe was ſeiz'd with 
the moſt obſtinate and raging Paſſion for a young Gentleman, named 
Antiphilus, who indeed, but for the Honour of her Love, could hardly 
with Juſtice have aſpired to that Title, being of ſo mean a Family, 
that he could only boaſt his Origin from her Under-Nurſe ; and by 
that Means (for other Recommendation he had none) ſhe became ac- 
quainted with him: In a ſhort Space her Love was grown to ſuch 
Extremes, that ſhe neither had the Power, or even ever ſtrove to 
conquer it; and ſhe, who late profeſs'd her ſelf Love's greateſt and 
worſt Enemy, was now grown ſo bold an Advocate in his Defence, 


that when her Father had promis'd her in Marriage to the great 7). 


ridates, King of Armenia, (who valued the Poſſeſſion of her almoſt 
equal to the Joys of Heaven,) ſhe not only abſolutely refuſed the Of- 
fer, but openly avow'd, that for Antiphilus Sake ſhe did it: Her Father 
griev'd that ſhe, in whom he had plac'd his greateſt Hope, ſhou'd place 
her Love fo unworthy of him and of her ſelf, took every Method 


he could to draw her from the unlucky Paſſion ; ſometimes perſwa- 
| ding, 
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ding, ſometimes threatning; but ſhe bearing both with equal Reſo- 
lution, he confin d Antiphilus, aſſuring her that he was fled the Realm. 
She ſtill perſiſting in her Regards for him, as the laſt Stratagem, there 


was a publick Execution order d for a condemn'd Malefactor in his 


Name, and he privately as poſſible kept in Priſon : But as ſhe cou'd 
neither be wrought on by Perſwaſions, drove by Threats, nor chan- 
ged by Abſence in his Life ; ſo when ſhe thought him dead, ſhe per- 
ſiſted in her Conſtancy, endeayouring by various Kinds of Death to 
ſend her better Part to find him in the heavenly Manſions ; but the 
Watchfulneſs of her Attendants prevented her dire Purpoſes, This 
Obſtinacy ſo affected her Princely Father, that his Grief, added to a 
languiſhing Diſpoſition he had long labour'd under, in ſhort Time, 
by Death, put an End to all his Sorrows. Erona, being immediately 


upon his Deceaſe proclaimed Queen, finding Antiphilus was not de- 


ſtroy'd, whoſe Life ſhe thought her ſelf much happier in than either 


her Crown or Kingdom, ſhe ſoon determin'd to give a Sandton to her 


Love, and by Marriage cancel the N which the World N 
there was between them. 


But e' er ſhe cou'd accompliſh the Solemnity, ſhe was ſummon'd to 
attend a leſs ſoft Engagement; for Hridates, enraged at her Refu- 
fal, and for ſuch a deſpicable Rival, levying a prodigious Force, in- 
vaded her Kingdom. The God of Love, not yet ſatiated in his Re- 
venge on the repenting Queen, had kindled the moſt cruel Paſſion to- 
wards her in the Tyrant's Breaſt ; juſtly might it be term'd cruel, for 
being far too powerful in the Field, unleſs he cou'd have uſed it with 
more Mercy, he ſpar'd no Age nor Sex, but as if he thought the Ex- 


tremity of Love coud be no way ſhewed ſo well as by Exceſs of 


Cruelty, he wrote his Paſſion in her Subjects Blood, and tun'd it 
in their Cries, notwithſtanding his Siſter the fair Artaxia, who at- 
rended on the Army, endeavoured all that was poſſible to allay his 
Fury. At length, having deſtroyed and ravaged almoſt the whole 
Country, he beſieged Erona in her chief City, vowing to conquer her 
or loſe his Life, which, without her ro ſhare it with him, he eſteem'd 
inſupportable; and having brought her to the wretched Neceſlity of 
a hateful Compliance, or a ruinous Refuſal, there luckily came to her 
Aſſiſtance the. two famous Princes, Pyrocles and Muſidorus; the one 
the Heir of Macedon, the other of Theſſalia: Theſe Princes, 'by Plan- 
gus Account, (and ſure he was in too deep Diſtreſs to atteſt a Falſ- 
| hood,) were bleſs d with more Perfections, both in Mind and Body, 

than human Nature was e'er before poſſeſs d of; and being as well 

inclin d to take the weaker Side, and more eſpecially finding it was 
a Lady, and alſo to reſcue any Set of Greeks oppreſs d by Enemies 

that we eſteem barbarous, they with all Speed gather'd together ſuch 


of the honeſt Lycians as were willing, with the Venture of their Lives 


and Fortunes, to ſuccour their diſtreſs d Queen and Country; and ſe. 
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cretly conveying a Meſſage into the City, that they ſhould iſſue out 
with all their Force at an appointed Time, they ſet upon Tyridates' Camp: 
with ſuch a prudent Fierceneſs, that being ſo unexpectedly on both 
Sides aſſaulted, he had certainly been routed, but that this Plangus 
T am now ſpeaking of, being then General of his Horſe, by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of two other mighty Men called Euardus and Barzanes, reſ- 
cued the Foot when they were juſt upon the Point of being entirely 
defeated: But notwithſtanding that, they cou'd not prevent the Princes 
entering the City with their Succours and Proyifion ; which when Y- 
ridates found, well knowing their Power and Valour would make the 
War of long Continuance, and his impatient Love counting the 
Hours, and thinking each Day a tedious Year, unable longer to bear 
the killing Torture of Suſpenſe, he order'd a Challenge ſhou'd be 
drawn up for three Princes in his Retinue againſt thoſe two Strangers 
and Antiphilus, and by that Combat the Quarrel ſhou'd be decided; 
with Articles, that neither Side ſhou'd help each other, but of which 
Side ſoever the moſt overcame, with them the Victory ſhou'd remain, 
Tho Erona wou'd much ſooner have choſe to wait the War's Event, 
than hazard the Perſon of her dear Antiphilus, yet cou'd not he, 
without the Imputation of the utmoſt Cowardice, refuſe the Offer ; 
and more eſpecially ſince the two Princes, who had no Intereſt in the 
Affair, were eager to accept it; and beſides, he thought it likely that 
the People (tired with the Miſeries of War) wou'd rather give him 
up if they found him ſhrink, than upon his Account venture their 
utter Ruin. The Challenge being accepted, the Manner was thus ad- 
juſted: Pyrocles was to engage Euardus, King of Bythinia ; and Mu- 
Aorus, Barzanes, King of Hircania; two Men that ſtood convinced 
in their own Thoughts the World cou'd not reſiſt them; bur againſt 
Antiphilus was this Plangus placed, being Tyridates' Couſin-German, 
and Son to the King of Iberia: Pyrocles and Muſidorus both got the 
better of their famed Competitors, and by Death prevented their boaſting 
of any future Victories; and indeed this Conquelt they eſteem'd the 
greateſt they had e er made: But on the other Side, Plangus took An- 
tiphilus Priſoner; and under that Pretence, as if the Matter had been 
equal, (tho' certainly the Queen's Side had, according to the Terms, 
a juſt Right to Victory,) Tyridates continued on the War, and deter- 
1 mind to make (if poſſible) Erona yield. He ſent her Word, that if 
1 ſhe did not within three Days after that Notice give her ſelf up to 
"8 his Embraces, he wou'd before the Walls of the Town ſtrike off 
"wy Antiphilus Head ; adding withal, (fearing the deſperate Rage of 
Wl her uncommon Paſſion,) that if in that Time ſhe offer d the leaſt 
. FE Violence to her ſelf, he would revenge it upon Antiphilus' Head a 
thouſand Fold, by all the lingering Torments Art could invent, or 
IE. Love inflict. | 
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No Words are able to expreſs tlie Conflict this Meſſage rais d in the 
unhappy Queen, forceably draggd by two afflicting Contraries, pro- 
ceeding from the ſame cruel Cauſe: Her refin'd Paſſion for Antiphilus 
perſwaded her ſhe cou'd not yield to any other's Love, and the ſame 
Paſſion commanded her on any Terms to. preſerve his much valued 
Life. The angry God workd up the raging Controverſy, by 
urging Arguments on either Side. When ſhe but thought of 
marrying Tyriaates, O falſe, falſe Erona, wou'd ſhe cry! Can'ſt 
thou e' er conſent to leave thy dear Antiphilus, and fill the Tyrant's 
Arms: How will thy Eyes be able to bchold his injur'd Preſence, 

(and ſure without that View they ſoon wou'd cloſe in Darkneſs,) when 

another has Poſſeſſion of thy Perſon 2 But O! cou'd I perſwade my 
Heart the Act was reaſonable, how cou'd I put ſo great a Force up- 

on my Nature? Shou'd I comply and marry this loathed, this hated 
Object, that ſhuts me out for ever from having any Part in my Anti- 
philus, as much as he were dead, but with this cruel Aggravation, 

that the Deſire will ever be increaſing with the Impoſlibility, and my 
poor Heart continually be knawed by thoſe two tearing Vultures, 
Deſire and Remorſe: Death may in Time, if I ſurvive, (as ſure T 
think I ſhou'd not,) allay and cool the Rage of my Affection; where- 

as his Life, without Poſſeſſion of him, wou'd hourly increaſe my 
Love, and my Deſpair : Beſides, ſhoud 1 (to ſave this Dar- 

ling of my Soul) conſent to give up every Thought of Happineſs, 

and marry this Monſter of a King, the Conſequence wou'd be to ſee 
Antiphilus within Another's Arms! O inſuppartable and killing , 
Thought, not to be born only in View, much leſs in the Effect! 17 | x 
Tyridates takes his Life, he injures him; if J abuſe his Love, I of- 

fer him a greater Wrong, at leaſt I hope he woud eſteem it fo : 

To die is natural, and Life's but held from the frail Tenour of Mot- 

tality; and if not now, the Time will come when he muſt lay it 

down. Better, O better ! had he now nobly part with it, than drag ir 
on a little longer, at the Expence of both my Honour and his own. 
But Love no ſooner found theſe Reaſons to confirm his Death, but he 
aſſumed the adverſe Party, and ſtrongly pleading for the Reſolution, 

made her accuſe her ſelf for harbouring the ungrateful Thought ; che 
Woman's Tendetneſs all roſe within her, and now on any Terms ſhe 
wou'd preſerve his Liſe, O falſe Erona ] wou'd ſhe cry; O faithleſs 

cruel Maid! can ſt thou decree the Death of him thou loveſt > And 
what is worſe, think of ſurviving him? Is all thy mighty Paſſion 

for Antiphilus come to this Degree of Coldneſs, that thou can'ſt calm- 

ly diſpute whether he ſhall live or die? Strictly obſerve the Argu- 
ments already urged, and thou wilt find Love of thy ſelt was the 
Ground and Reaſon of them; I deteſt and loath the Thought of 

 Tyriaates ; and therefore e than ſubmit to his abhorr'd Embraces, 


*1 wou'd deſtroy Antiphilus : Sure this proceeds from a degenerate 
Selfiſh- 
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Selfiſnneſs: 1 ſhou'd be ſhock'd to Death to look on him after I had 
beſtow'd his Right of Love upon another; that is to ſay, the Fear 
of Shame wou'd influence me more than Antiphilus Safety; one Argu- 
ment that urg'd me on to ſign his Death was, that my Paſſion might by 
that decreaſe; O inhumane! O barbarous Wretch ! to purchaſe Eaſe, 
(were that ſure. to be the Conſequence) at the Price of his dear Life, 
whom late thou would'ſt have ranſom'd with thy ſelf, thy Crown, and 
Kingdom, and thought the Purchaſe cheap: Sure this muſt be Self love 
in a ſuperlative Degree; thou can ſt not bear to think, that if thou ſaveſt 
Antiphilus Life, the Conſequence will be to ſee him married to another; 
if he's diſpos d of well, as ſure his Merit may claim every Advantage, 
the Reflection of his being happy, wou d ſurely calm thy Griefs, not 
| aggravate them, as thou ungenerouſly ſuppoſeſt : No, no, Erona, thou 
art not yet arrived to ſuch a Pitch of Hardineſs, as to pronounce An- 
tiphilus Death, tho' everlaſting Eaſe to thee (as now the contrary) 
attended the dire Execution. This Struggle in her Thoughts, this 
hard Contention in her Reſolution, continued ſtrong ; one Hour her 
Imagination wou'd preſent to her frighted Senſes, the Image of Anti- 
philus, a mangled Trunk, bleeding and headleſs ; then wou'd ſhe ſhriek 
and raye, and tear her flowing Hair, and in her frantick Rage ſcarce 
ſpare thoſe Eyes that taught her firſt to love; then wou'd ſhe calm a 
little, and reflect how ſhe cou'd bear to have Antiphilus a Witneſs of 
her broken Vows, and what the Effect wou'd prove of his beholding her 
in another's Arms: Oft ſhe'd reſolve to chuſe the latter Evil, and call 
to ſome of her Attendants to carry the ſoftening Meſſage to the incens'd 
King; but e er they cou d have paſs d the Preſence, ſhe'd alter the De- 
termination, and countermand their going. Her beauteous Cheeks 
glowed with Confuſion and Diſguſt, when ſhe conſider d the Conſe- 
quence of yielding ; and grew all pale and deathly, when ſhe recollect- 
ed that of denying : Which ever way ſhe turned herſelf, the Proſpect 
afforded nothing but Horror, Remorſe and black Deſpair. Gladly ſhe 
 wou'd have ended the Battle of her Thoughts with her own Death, 
but that the Tyrant's threatning to revenge it on Antiphilus ſtaid her 
Hand. At length, having diſputed it till the Evening preceeding the 
Day of his intended Death, her Tender neſs prevail'd, and ſhe deter- 
min'd to give herſelf a Sacrifice to his Safety ; but what confirm'd her 
in this Reſolution, was a Meſſage he ſent her, conjuring her, by all 
that Cer was dear to her, by their paſt Loves, and all her Hopes of 
future Happineſs, on any Terms to ſave his Life : This cowardly and 
ignominious Meſſage had no other Effect (ſo blind is Love) than to 
make her immediately agree to it; but the Moment ſhe had ſent a 
Meſſage of Compliance to Tyridazes, her Mind alter d; and going to the 
two Princes, Pyrocles and Muſidorus, ſhe in an Agony of Paſſion flung 
herſelf at their Feet, and conjured them to contrive ſome Way for her 
Deliverance, being refolyed not to ſurvive Antiphilus, nor yield to 
Tyridates. 


The 
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The Princes, moved by lier Tears atid Prayets; unknowing what ſhe 
had done in private, prepared that Night accordingly ; and as it often 
happens that Chance directs as right as a premeditated Sttatagem, ſo 
it now fell out; for her Meſſage had made the King as negligent as 
they were diligent, and in the Dead of Night they iſſued, with their 
utmoſt Force, our of the Town: The Queen, atm'd with Affection; 
wou'd needs attend them, being reſolved to die, or reſcue her Anti. 
philus. The particular Method they purſued I really have forgot, tho 
Plangus told each Circumſtance ; but in Concluſion, the valiant Prin- 
ces ſo prevail'd, that Antiphilus was deliverd and Tyridates ſlain: 
Plangus was then the Chief in Power in the Armenian Camp; but find- 
ing no Hope of Safety there, he convey'd away Artaxia, now Queen 
of Armenia, into her own Country, who with inceſſant Lamentation 
plainly proved unto the World, that ſhe thought her high Eſtate much 
too dearly purchas'd with her Brother s Death, whoſe Loſs ſhe ſtudied 
to revenge, by every Method that was poſſible, upon the Occaſioners, 
who ſhe thought had overcome him by a moſt foul and horrid Trea- 
ſon; and in order to accompliſh it, as ſoon as ſhe was ſettled on her 
Throne, ſhe proclaimed great Rewards to any private Man, and her 
ſelf in Marriage to any Prince, that ſhould deſtroy Pyrocles and Mujido- 
ros: But Antiphilus being thus redeem'd, he ſoon, tho much againſt 
the Advice of her Nobility, was Märgen to Erona; and the Greek 
Princes leaving her, as they thought, poſſeſs d of every earthly Happi- 
neſs, went into remoter Places, to employ their Valour and increaſe 


their Fame. 


But now, as when ſome mourn ful Writer is going to diſcloſe a Tale 
of Horror, he advertiſes his Reader to avoid a too deep Attendance, 
tho by that he means to excite it; ſo I wou d not only caution you 
againſt being too much affected by my ungrateful Tale, but alſo beg a 
little Reſpir, e er I proceed to tell the execrable Treaſons of Antiphilus, 
that brought the poor believing Fair to ſuch a Scene of Miſeries: And 
O!] how happy were we, if warn ' d by ſuch ſevere Examples of barba- 
rous and ungrateful Men, we cou'd avoid the heating, or at leaſt be- 
lieving, the Flattery of their beguiling Tongues: Happy, I ſay, moſt 
happy were we, if warn'd by others Ruin, we cou'd for ever ſhun the 
treacherous Sex, and wholly fix our Friendſhip, Love and Tenderneſs 
upon each other. Upon this Sentence, the Blood immediately flow'd 
from her Heart, to print in burning Characters upon her Alabaſter 
Cheeks, the Confirmation of its ſincerely joining in what ſhe had ſpoke; 
and being ar the Thought filld with more Confuſion than wou'd ſuffer 
her to re-aſſume her Story, ſhe begg'd her Siſter a little to relieve her, 
and proceed to that Part which Plangus held in ic, as particularly as ſhe 
had done Erona's; and by that Time, continu'd ſhe, I jhall have 


gather'd Courage to proceed with relation to Antiphilus Falſhood ; 
SP | | ind 
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and ſo by the Endeavours of us both, the fair Zelmane will fully be 
inform d of what the mourning Plangus myſteriouſly complain'd of. 
Nay, interrupted Mesſo, haſtily, by my Fackins I ſhall ſuffer none of 
this while I have the Government; let every Dog have his Day, as 
the Saying is; firſt give me leave to tell my Tale, and then my Lady 
Pamela, my Lady Helmane, and my Daughter Mopſa, (the latter of 
which was juſt returned from attending on Amphialus) may draw 
Cuts, and the ſhorteſt Cut begin firſt ; for let me tell you, young Gen- 
tlewomen, an you are thus ſuffer d to have all the Talk to your 
ſelves, your Husbands will have but a ſcurvy Time of it; for by my 
Troth you Il ſtand for the firſt and the laſt Word with him. The La- 
dies ſmiled to ſee with what an Eagerneſs ſhe contended for her Share 
of Talking; but Obedience being their Task, they were oblig'd to 
give way to her impertinent Interruptions ; who fitting down on the 
Ground, making her Knees a Wreſting-place for her Elbows, and 
clearing up her husky Lungs with many a quivering Cough, ſhe thug 
began; Let me tell, ſays ſhe, nodding her Head, how highly ſoever 
you young Ones may think of your ſelves, you will one Day be as I 
now am; and ſimple as I fit here, I once thought as well of my ſelf 
in my way, as any of you can do; and by my truly, had not my Fa. 
ther play d the haſty Fool, I might have had anorher-gueſs Husband 
than Dametas; but let that paſs, what can't be cur'd muſt be endur d; 
God amend all; and yet tis a Folly to lie, T have had but a heavy 
Hand with him; but as I was ſaying, you are always talking of Cypid, 
ſaying this fine Thing of Cupid, and t other fine Thing of Cupid; do 
you know now who this ſame Cupid is, you make ſuch a Pother about? 
Why, TI tell you now what a good old Woman told us, what a wiſe 
old Man told her, as a great learned Clerk told him; nay, and gave ir 
him under his Hand too, and here it is in my Pocket-Book. Good 
Miſo, ſaid Philoclea, let us read it: Not more Haſte than good Speed, 
* replyd Mo, you ſhall firſt know how I came by it: When I was a 
young Girl, as you may now be, I cou'd not go thro the Streets of 
our Village, but the young Men wou'd ſo leer at me; and one wou'd 
cry, O the dear pretty pinking Eyes of Miſo; and another commend 
the fine thin Lips of M/; and a third cry out on the charming Neck 
of Miſa; and then one wou'd wink at me, and another wou'd wink at 
8 me, and throw Daſies before me as I went: I muſt needs own, when IT 
| ſaw them all upon the Twitter about me, I was reſolved to hold up 
my Head with the higheſt ; which when this good old Woman obſery- 
ed, (Heaven reſt her Soul, ſhe was a good Creature) ſhe call'd me in- 
to her Houſe ; I remember full well it ſtood in the Lane going to the 
Barber's Shop ; all the Town knew her, there was a great Loſs of her 
indeed; but as I was faying, ſhe call'd me to her, and taking a Cup 
of Wine to comfort her Heart; I remember full well it was of that Sort 
which comes out of Candia, which we pay ſo dear for now a-Days, 
bur in thoſe good Times twas very cheap; Minion, ſaid the (and 2 
| | dee 
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deed, tho'I fay it that ſhou'd.riot, I was a pretty One in thoſe Days,) | 


I ſee-there are a Number of Lads that make Love to you: Well, 1 
ſay no more; but now, my little Goſſip, do you know what this 
lame Love is? Wich that the. carried me into the beſt Parlour, and 
there in a Corner was painted a foul Fiend I trow ; for he had a 
Pair of Horns like a Bull, a Beard like a Goat, cloyen Feet, and as 
many Eyes in his Body as my grey Mare has Daples, and for all the 


world ſo placed: There the Monſter fate ſwelling like a Toad upon 
a Waſhing-Block ; in his right Hand he held .a Crown of. Lawrel, in 


his left a Purſe of Money, and out of his Mouth hung the Pictures 
of a fine Man and Woman; at the ſame Time he caſt ſuch a Sheep's 
Look, as if by thoſe Allurements he wou'd tempt People to come to 
him, and then be devoured. I, at the Sight of ſuch a Crea- 
ture, like a ſilly young Weneh as I was, ſhriek d out for fear of the 
Devil. The good old Woman perceiving me in ſuch a Fright ; Well, 


aid ſhe, this ſame is even the Picture of Love; therefore, my 


Girl, do what thou liſt with all thoſe young Fellows one after a- 
nother ; and it matters not much what they do to thee, ſo it be 


in ſecret ; but I charge thee, upon my Bleſſing, never to love any 


of them. Why, Mother, faid I, half ſcard out of my Wits, cou'd 
ſuch a Beaſt as this come out of the Belly of the fine Venus? 
For, you muſt know, a few Days before, our Prieſt, between him 
and I, had told me the whole Story of Venus. Tulh, ſaid ſhe, they 
are all deceived ; and then gave me this Book, which, ſhe ſaid, 
a great Maker of Ballads had given to an old Painter, who for 
a little Pleaſure had beſtowed both Book and Picture upon her; Read 
there, Child, ſaid ſhe, and rhou ſhalt find that his Mother was but a 
Cow, and the falſe Argos his Father; and here, if you liſt, you may 
read it, The Ladies were ſo diverted with the ſtrange Deſcription and 
Story of Cupid, that they were going to read the Particulars ; bur 
Zelmane, impatient to hear thoſe Blaſphemies, as ſhe eſteem'd them, 
againſt the Deity whoſe Power ſhe ſo awfully revered, begg'd of her 
to be ſatisfied with the Deſcription Miſo had given, and proceed 


with the Story of Plangus and Erona. I certainly, reply'd Pamela, 


 wou'd not willingly refuſe you any Thing, but as I am born a Prin- 
ceſs, I think I ought not to ſet Examples of Diſobedience ; and there- 
fore, ſince my Governeſs inſiſts upon our drawing Cuts, I beg we may 
comply, and poſſibly it may fall to your Lot to entertain the Com- 
pany ; and certainly it is but fix we ſhou'd. be as willing to hear, as 
your Tongue is doubly capable of giving Pleaſure. I think, reply'd 
Zelmane, J have hitherto been a Stranger to Vanity, but to be prais d 
by you wou'd ſurely move Humility itſelf. But Pamela gaily inſiſt- 
ing upon Fortune to decide the Queſtion, the blind Goddeſs, who 
ſeldom fails to ſtumble on the leaſt deſerving in Matters eyen of grea- 
ter Moment, gaye'the Lot to Mopſa, who, proud to be ſo preferr'd, 
abruptly began her Tale: Once upon a Time, ſaid ſhe, there was a 
| e | King, 
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King, who had an only Daughter, the faireſt Creature that ever liv'd 
by Bread : Now this King did keep a great Houſe to entertain all 


Strangers that came; ſ6 one Day as his Daughter was ſitting in her 


Window ſinging ſweet as a Nightingale, and combing her Head with 
a Comb all of precious Stones, there came a Knight into the Court 
upon a chatming Horſe, with one Hair of Gold and another of Sil- 
ver; and ſo ——T pray thee, good Mopſa, ſaid the ſoft Philoclea, inter- 
rupting her, keep this Tale till my Wedding-Day, and I promiſe thee, 
upon that Condition, the Gown which I wear that Day ſhall be thine 


the next. Mopſa was very well pleaſed with ſuch a profitable Bargain, 


and more eſpecially that her Story ſhou'd. be reſerv'd for a Wedding 
Entertainment; and Zelmane, impatient to know how far the Prin- 
ceſſes were acquainted with her Story, and finding the Danger of E- 
rona, Which before ſhe was ignorant of, ſhe determin'd the Moment 


her own Affair was brought to any Iſſue, ro haſte to her Relief, and 


therefore begg'd ſhe might as well be made acquainted with rhe Story 
of Plangus as Erona. Philoclea referr'd that Part of the Relation to 


her Siſter's more perfect Memory, who being always in a Humour to 


oblige, with a Voice and Air that was alone ſufficient to command At- 


rention, ſhe thus proceeded : 


The Father of this Prince Plangus is yet alive, and now reigns 


King of 1beria, a Man (if a Son's Judgment may be taken) not prone 
by Nature to do Evil, nor willingly committing Wrongs, unleſs the 
Errors of his Judgment preſent them to him under the Form of Ju- 


ſtice. This Prince was marry'd in his early Years to a Lady, who, 


both from a long Race of Royal Anceſtors, and a Train of Merits in 
her ſelf, was fully worthy of the greateſt Monarch ; by her he was 
made a Father to this Prince; ſoon after whoſe Birth, as tho' ſhe had 

erform'd the Buſineſs of her Creation, ſhe reſign d her Life into her 


Maker's Hand. The King was inconſolable, and for many Years 


dampt every Spark of Love in her cold Grave, and in regard to her 
dear Memory remain d a Mourning Widower, turning his whole Af. 
fection to a paternal Care and Tenderneſs for the remaining Pledge 
of their tendereſt Loves ; who, being grown to Man's Eſtate, did by 


his filial Piety and dutiful Obedience, pay the offiiocus Care the 


King had ſhewn towards him, 


Bur as malicious Chance is ever buſy to interfere and baniſh the 
Expectations of deſigning Mortals, fo the Quiet of this happy Father 
was diſturb'd by an unlucky Accident; for the young Prince, while 
yet the Errors of his Nature met an Excuſe in the Greenneſs of his 
Years, fell in Love with a private Man's Wife belonging to the prin- 
cipal City of that Kingdom, if that can deſerve the Name of Love, 
which he rather perſwaded himſelf into, than to which he was by Force 
eompelld ; but thus much is certain, he thought he loved her, and ſhe 


had 
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| had 3 ſufficient to juſtify that Thought, if an Out-ſide may be 
allowed a ſufficient Warrant for it; and finding ſuch a Chaſe, as onl 
fled to heighten the Pleaſure of the Purſuit, he ſoon brought his . 
on to ſuch a Point, as ought to have fix d eternal Shame in her, and 
Remorſe in him, and continually gratify d his unjuſt Deſire without 
Diſturbance, conſtantly following his unlawful Pleaſure ; ; and ſhe per- 
haps imagining that a Prince's Title wou'd juſtify every Favour ſhe 
allow'd him, kept no Reſerves, but as in a Diſeaſe that enclines to 
Sleep, the Patient is not to be rous'd but thro' ſome exceſſive Pain, 
ſo out of this lethargick Sin his Mind (unworthy ſo to loſe itſelf) 
cou'd not be recall'd, but by a cutting Accident. It ſoon happen' d that 
his often leaving the Court at Hours irregular, was obſerv'd, and by 
ſome tale-bearing officious Flatterer, carry'd ro the King ; be alarm'd 
for the Behaviour of his only Comfort, and his People's Hope, made. 
ſtrict Enquiries, and ſoon by Spies (thoſe neceſſary Evils to a Go- 
vernment) found out the Charm that drew the Inclinations of his 
gon from nobler Purpoſes; and ruminating over every Method that 
might put a Stop to this licentious Practice, he at laſt pitch d upon 
one that he thought wou'd for ever fink their future Hopes; for 
having got Information of their uſual Times of Meeting, he diſguiſed 
himſelf, and under Pretence of bringing ſome ſudden News from the 
Lady's Husband, who then was abſent, he gain'd Admittance when 
the Prince and ſhe were preparing for a ſofter Entertainment than he 
deſign d them. Not Mars and Venus, when ſurprizd by Vulcan, were 
in more Confuſion than this guilty Pair, at ſucli an unexpected Vi- 
ſit. The King, enrag d at ſuch a ſpeaking Proof, fell to reproaching 
him, and threatning her in the moſt opprobrious Terms he cou'd in- 
vent. The poor young Loyer, much more concern d for the Reflection 
caſt on his Miſtreſs than himſelf, and deceived by the falſe Arguments 
of Paſſion, that told him it was juſtifiable, nay and laudable for him 
to forfeit his own Honour in Defence of hers, uſed all the Rhe- 
torick he was Maſter of to perſwade his Father from that baſe Opi- 
nion he had conceived of her Virtue, aſſuring him, by all the Oaths 
and Proteſtations he cou'd urge, that her Conduct had been wholly 
blameleſs, enlarging on his own Paſſion the thouſand Ways he 
had took to gratify it ; bur aſſuring him that they had all been vain 
and fruitleſs, and only ſerv'd for Touchſtones to prove her Chaſtiry. 
His Father, willing to believe, at laſt was ſatisfied, and caught by the 
Appearance of ſo much Beauty, join'd as he chought with almoſt un- 
querable Virtue, was ſo charm'd with it, that cer long, although his 
Veins were chilld by the cold Blaſts of Age, he found that his De- 
fires were warm and glowing as his Son's, whoſe Youth cou'd well 
have ſerved for an Excuſe: But to be brief, he gave a Looſe to 
thoſe Wiſhes in himſelf, which in his Son he thought unpardonable, 
though he had the Alleviation of youthful Vigour and Heat of Blood 
to extenuate the Crime; and fearing the Compariſon of ſo young, an 
„ as 
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178 Tir Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 


as he thought beloved a Prince, he ſent him at the Head of an Army 
to ſubdue a Province, lately in Rebellion, which he knew wou d nor 
detain him leſs than three or four Years ; in which Enterprize the 
young Prince bchaved ſo gallantly, that the Fame of his glorious Ac- 
tions reach'd his Country long before his Preſence graced it. In the 
mean Time, his Father met at home a much ſpeedier Conqueſt, tho in 
a far more ignoble Cauſe; for taking the Adyantage of his Son's Ab- 
ſence, and growing not more in Age than in Affection, he purſued 
the Folly by every Method he cou'd invent, employing inſinuating 
Meſſengers, great Gifts, and larger Promiſes, to try as much as poſ- 
ſible to make up for his own want of Charms. 


But, as Fate wou'd have ir, the Lady's Husband at that Time un- 
luckily died; and ſhe forgetting rhe abſent Prince, or at leaſt not think. 
ing ſhe ever cou'd by him compaſs the Height of her aſpiring Pur- 
poſe, employ'd the utmoſt of her Female Cunning to keep the Line 
from breaking wherewith ſhe had already caught the unwary Fiſh, 
not drawing him with Violence, but letting him gently play upon the 
Hook, whoſe tempting Bait had ſo effectually enſnared him: Her Mourn- 
ing Dreſs ſhe ſuited with a Mourning Look, yet ſtudied the becoming 
Part in both; tempering her ſeeming Melancholly with ſuch a languiſhing 
kind of Sweetneſs, that it made her Charms appear doubly affecting; 
her every Word brought an attendant Sigh ; her Tears ſtood always 
ready to bath her beauteous Eyes, that the Appearance of Diſtreſs 
might heighten Pity; and Pity ſhe well knew was often the Fore-runner 
of approaching Love, and never fail'd to excite it where twas already 
enter d: She ſtudied every Turn of Paſſion in him, and work'd up all 
the Woman's Cunning, to employ each of them to her own Advantage; 
his Fear ſhe ever wou'd ſupport above Deſpair, but yet not ſuffer 


his Hope to come to an Aſſurance : She ſtrove to make him think 


ſhe had a ſecrer Regard for him, which now and then ſhe wou'd by 


ſtolen Looks, half Words, and ſuch like Artifices, ſeem unwillingly 


to give him Proofs of ; but if ſhe found him take Advantage of her 
Behaviour, and grow upon the Fayour ſhe ſhewd for him, then 


ſtrait the Mask of Virtue was put on, and all her ſeeming Fond- 


neſs buried in the Regard ſhe held to her pretended Honour. But 
what to me is moſt ſurprizing, and what from a leſs creditable 
Witneſs than Prince Plangus, I ne er cou'd have believed, was the 
Command ſhe had upon her Bluſhes : To Sigh at Pleaſure is in every 
Body's Power, and Tears ſome ſay are equally to be commanded ; 
but for a Heart harden'd in Impudence, to teach the Cheeks a baſhful 
Modeſty and Bluſhes to- conceal a ſhameleſs Vice, is what my Inno- 
cence cou'd ſcarcely credit ; bur ſhe, it ſeems, cou'd make that Uſe 
of them, and by ir ſo managed the Love-fick King, that his Eyes 
ſerv'd for no other View than what ſhe gave chem, nor his Thoughts 
for further Penetration than ſhe admitted of: Ar length having given 

his 
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his Paſſion juſt Food enough to nouriſh and inflame it, but obſtinately 
refuſing to allay and ſatisfy it, he found himſelf ſo ſtrongly carried 
by the Tide of his Deſires, that all the Stops of Reaſon were in- 
effectual, and he cou'd find no Medium but Marriage to ſatisfy his 
Wiſhes, and her (as he thought) honourable Love. The unhappy 
Prince was all this while forgor on both Sides, or at leaſt only remem- 
bred as a removed Impediment to their Deſires; ſo that at his Return 


from a moſt gallant Victory, he had not only the Mortification to find 


his Miſtreſs diſpoſed of to another, but basking in his Father's Arms, 
and already a Son and Daughter born, as ſurer Pledges of their 
inceſtous Loves. How much the Prince was ſhock d at theſe unlook d- 
for Accidents, as he had every way juſt Cauſe, is eaſy to be imagin'd ; 

bur ſo far Duty got the Aſcendant over both Love and Intereſt, that 
he neyer once repined, ar leaft in publick, but paid them both the 
moſt unconfin d Obedience: But ſhe, who from an humble Miſtreſs 
was grown to a commanding Parent, thought the Reſpect he ought 


as ſuch to pay her, wou'd of courſe be funk in the Reflection of their 


late Familiarity ; and therefore, to charm him into Silence, the attemp- 
ted to renew the guilty Commerce; but the Reſpect he paid his Fa- 
ther's Bed made him not only refuſe all Overtures to deſile it, bur 
ſharply reprove her for harbouring the guilty Thought. This unex- 
pected Anſwer immediately converted all her Love (if at leaſt it miglit 
deſerve that Name) into Revenge and Rage; and being vaſtly filbd 
with Confuſion, not from a Senſe of her own Crime, but at the 
Thought of meeting a Repulſe, ſhe determin'd to remove him from all 
his Hopes, which wus his Father's Favour, and by that rid her ſelf of 
the Fear of one Time having her Guile diſcover d: But how to accom. 
pliſh his Ruin was the Caſt ; ſhe found that he was both by Nature 
and Merit deep ſeated in the Affections of his Father, and that no com- 
mon Arts wou'd be effectual to remove him; at laſt ſhe pitched upon 
a Maſter- piece in Cunaing, which was to make her Praiſes turn into 
2 and his Advancement end in his Ruin; and in order to 
t, whenever the King and ſhe were alone together, the wou d ever be 


| 4 of the Merits of the Prince, and more particularly his Perſo- 


nal ones, and in ſuch a manner, that it appeared much nearer Admira- 
tion, than impartial Juſtice ; his Wit, his Valour, Courage and Suc- 
ceſs, ſhe ſpoke almoſt with Raptures of; at length the King begua 
to be alarm'd, which ſhe encouraged, it being her Aim to raile ſome 
Sparks of Jealouſy, that he might be the more confirm'd in the Opi- 
nion that ſhe was far from deſigning him any Ill: When ſhe had ſecur d 
that Point, then was her Time to bring about her miſchievous Pur- 
poſes ; ſtill dwelling upon the Merits of the Prinee, but always letting 
her Praiſes be: follow'd; with fuch Inſinuations, as turn'd more to his 
Difadvantage, than the bittereſt Invectives, expatiating on the Great- 
neſs of his Soul, the Height of his aſpiring Mind, how fir he 
was to govern, and how much he woud difdain Subjection to 

any 
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180 Sir Philip Sidney's ARA, 


any but a Parent; that the People almoſt idolized him; and that hs 
was not more artful in gaining their Affections, than ſtudious to de- 


| ſerve them. Theſe, and a thouſand ſuch artful Phraſes wou'd ſhe uſe, 


and by ſeemingly anſwering any Suſpicions which might ariſe in his 
Father's Breaſt, ſhe gave a Being to them : She often with a calm Air 


wou'd ſay, How happy it was for him to be bleſs d with ſuch a Son, 


that had ſo much the Power, and ſo little of the Inclination to injure 
him; that indeed in general Love and Ambition were impatient of De- 
lays, and ſuffer'd no Ties of Nature or Religion to ſtop their furious 
Courſe; but as for Plangus, ſhe wou'd venture to be Surety for him, 


that the World, and all the Power of it, wou'd not tempt him to caſt oft 


his filial Duty : He, continued ſhe, takes a vertuous Pride in ſhewing 
the World and you how much he has the Means of turning Rebel, with- 
out effecting it. Theſe great Encomiums were back d by the King's pri- 
vate Jealouſy, which ſhe took care to feed, by ever ſhewing the Prince a 
more than ordinary Reſpect when preſent, and when abſent repeating 
every Word and Action as a peculiar Grace, ſtill urging the King on to 
employ him in the moſt dangerous Enterprizes, being alone fit to 
encounter them, but indeed with a ſecret Hope that he wou'd periſh 
by it; or if he overcame, ſhe had another Card to play, and made 
his Increaſe of Glory ſerve as an Inſtrument to undermine him in his 
Father's Favour; till at length, ſhe began to find Suſpicion plead for 
itſelf, and that her Husband's Ears and Eyes were quick to make 
thoſe groundleſs Obſervations, which ſhe wou'd have pointed our to 


him; and to aid her wicked Arts, ſhe procured the Aſſiſtance of a 


Servant that was continually about the King's Perſon, whom ſhe 
knew to be poſſeſs d of an unbounded Ambition, and wanting real 
Merit wherewith to raiſe himſelf, was forward to lay hold of any 
Miſchief which might be a Ladder to exalt and lift him up : Him 
ſhe entruſted, and told her Fears of Plangus in ſuch a manner, that 
he really imagin d her poſleſs'd of them; and now ſhe had a leſs Part 


to act, her Buſineſs was only to give him Intimations when the King 


was moſt in the ſuſpicious Humour, and then he cou'd attack him 
with half Words, ſhort Sentences, and Looks of 'Terror, which equal- 


ly alarm a diſtruſtful with the fulleſt Diſcovery; and having 


by that Manner wrought himſelf into the Familiarity of the King, he 
proceeded with Trouble in his Countenance to beg of him that he 
wou'd be upon his Guard, for that rhe Court and City were both 
full of murmuring Whiſpers, as they were big with Expectation of 
ſome ſudden Change, but upon what Ground he cou'd by no Means 
learn. A little after, as if he had found out new Matter for his Fears, 
he wou'd adviſe him to court the Favour of his Son, for that he had 
given him too great a Length by Force to be reſtrain'd; then in a 


fearful Manner beg his Protection, for that the Prince had vow'd to 


be the Ruin of all thoſe that adher d to his Father's Intereſt. Thus 


as if by Degrees he meant to prepare the King to know the worſt, 
| he 
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he at laſt came to the Point Which he ſo long had aim'd at; and 


with Fear in his Countenance, and Sorrow in his Heart, he told him, 

twas with Regret he found an abſolute Neceſſity for him to be the 
Meſſenger of ſuch ungrateful News, but that Neteſſity, and both the 
Safety of himſelf and State, obliged him to inform his Majeſty, thar 
both the Army and the People began to loath his Government, and 
bent their Hopes and Affections all towards Plangus; and to back 
what he had ſaid, the Queen and he concur'd in having ſtrange Dreams, 
and other Trifles, which, to a Mind perplex'd, appear'd of Conſe- 
quence ; ſo that in ſhort Time they had fo far gain'd their End, that 
every Action of the unhappy Prince was wreſted, and by the falſe Re- 
flection of Suſpicion, made appear criminal. 


He ſoon found what a Dilemma he was drawn into, yet knew not 
how to extricate himſelf; even Contraries were brought to prove one 
Argument, and all alike prevail d with the too credulous King; if he 
ſhew'd the leaſt Magnificence, it was obſerved how much he affected 
Popularity; if he liv'd retir'd, then it was that his aſpiring Purpoſes 
ſhou'd not be obſerv'd ; if affable and courteous, then he angled for 
the Peoples Hearts; if ſilent and reſery'd, then he was muſing upon 
ſome dangerous Plot; in ſhort, cou'd he have turn'd himſelf into all 
Proteus Forms, they cach of them wou'd have been repreſented dan- 
gerous. As Things were in this Foſture, and thoſe vile Aſſociates were 
labouring to give Birth to their execrable Deſigns, a trifling Accident 
happen'd, which ſery'd as a Spur to their inglorious Purpoſes ; the 
King, being alarm'd by their Inſinuations, and his craz'd Thoughts con- 
tinually kept upon the Watch by the Alarm of Fears, roſe one Morn- 
ing earlier than uſual, and unattended” walk'd into a Vineyard that 


vas planted upon the Side of a Hill, near his Palace; as he was caſt- 


ing his Eyes around, to try if any outward Object would relieve the 
Anxiety of his Mind, he obſervd the Gardener nailing up a Vine; one 
of the Boughs being broken, and he having ne er a Thong near him, 
he took one of the Branches that grew from it, and made it ſerve for 


the Uſe : How now, good Fellow, cries the King, what art a doing 


of there? Nothing, reply d the Fellow, but making the Son ſecure the 
Father. The King ſtarted at that Word, and his ſuperſtitious Fancy 
being ready for every Impreſſion, he look'd upon it as ominous, and 
nothing leſs than a Preſage of his own Fortune; amaz'd and thunder- 
ſtruck with the Expreſſion, and freſh Apprehenſion of approaching 


Danger, he return'd, with Terror in his Countenance and Precipitation 


in his Steps, back to the Queen, and told her all his Fears; ſhe glad 
of ſuch an Opportunity to nouriſh and increaſe them, made him ſuch 
doubtful Anſwers, as only ſerved to heighten, not diſperſe them. 


| But what gave the moſt Confirmation to his Doubts, was a Contri- 
vance which ſhe under-hand had form'd, ſending private Meſſages to 
Aaa | . 
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the principal Men in Power, perſwading them at the enſuing Parlia- 
liament, which was ſhortly to be held, that they in the Name of all 
the Burghers ſhou'd petition the King to leſſen the Weight of Govern- 
ment, (his Years requiring a Reſpit from Fatigue) by admitting his Son 
to bear an equal Part in the Adminiſtration aſluring them, that ſhe 
wou'd uſe her joint Endeavours to promote ſo neceſſary a Deſign, 
and that the King wou'd be pleas'd with the Propoſition, whether he 
aſſented to it or not; but withal told chem, it would not be at all 
proper for them to acquaint Plangus with their Purpoſe, becauſe the 
King might poſſibly reſent his being of their Party. Beloved as Z/an- 
gus was, it was no hard Matter to perſwade the People to what they 
ſo much wiſh'd ; and more eſpecially ſince ir ſeem'd the Queen's Deſire, 
who they knew govern'd the good old King entirely, and had a per- 
fect Power of perſwading him to wharſoc'er ſhe wiſh'd : So far ſhe kept 
her Word, ſhe did perſwade him, but knew full well that every Word 
ſhe utter d ſerv'd only to enflame his Jealouſy of her, and of the Peo- - 
ple. Plangus foreſaw the Conſequence of ſuch an ill-rim'd Zeal; and 
therefore, ſoon as it met his Knowledge; he flew to his Father, and 
with his wonted Truth and Innocence proteſted againſt harbouring 
any ſuch Thought; aſſured him, that he was fully ſatisfied with the 
Truſt he already bore. The King outwardly ſeem d contented with his 
Juſtification, but inwardly only eſteem'd it a Covering for his black 
Deſigns; and therefore, with ſome ſlight Excuſes, delay'd the Parlia- 
ment's Requeſt, privately waiting for a colourable Pretence to confine 
his Son, and conſequently ſecure his own Fears. It was not long be. 
fore his Wife gave him a ſeeming juſt Pretence for it; for employing 
that wicked Monſter I before mention'd, ſhe order'd him to go to 
Plangus, and with the utmoſt Shew of Truth, diſcover all that ſhe had 
form'd againſt him; adding withal, that ſhe had ſo prevail'd againſt 
him with his Father, that he was reſolutely bent to his Deſtruction; 
and that ſeveral of the Courtiers, envying his Vertues and his growing 
Glories, had join d with them. This Story ſo perfectly concurrin g 
with Plangus Suſpicions, made him the readier to give into it ; bur 
he wou'd not be ſo over credulous as to fly his Country, as the Villain 
wou d fain have perſwaded him, but determin'd to attend, and cauri- 
ouſly wait the Event. When they found him ſo reſolute, they had an 
After-game to play: The Fellow one Night, having received full Direc- 
tions from the crafty Queen, goes to Plangus, and told him that he 
was now come to make a full Diſcovery of what he had before men- 
tioned to him, and that at that very Time the King and Queen, and 
thoſe of the Noblemen who were of the Conſpiracy, were met, 
and conſulting how to compleat his Ruin; that if he pleas'd, he 
wou'd convey him to a private Place, where he might diſtinctly 
hear all their Determinations, and ſo be better able ro take pro- 
per Meaſures to avoid their Snares. The unhappy Plangus, prone - 
only to that Weakneſs of all honeſt Hearts, Credulity, eaſily believ'd 
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the Wretch, and arming himſelf for fear of any immediate Outrage, 
follow d his deceitful Guide; who having lodg d him near the Apart- 
ment of the Queen, and given her Information, ſhe with all the Arts 
of diſappointed revengeful Woman, ſet her ſelf to effect thoſe direful 
Purpoſes ſhe had ſo long been framing ; and ſending an immediate 
Meſſenger to the King her Husband, he found her bathed in Tears, and 
lying on the Ground, with all the Marks of inward Grief and Hor- 
ror ; every Sigh and every Groan ſhe utrered pierced his fond doat- 
ing Heart; ſo that kneeling by her, he conjur'd her, by all the Tender- 
neſs he'd eyer ſhewn her, by her own Griefs, and thoſe ſhe heap'd on 


him by this Diſorder, that ſhe'd reveal the Cauſe, and give him an 


Opportunity to revenge a thouſand-fold the Injuries, whate er they 


were, that had been offer'd her: She artfully ſuffer'd her ſelf long to 


be entreated, only heightening his Impatience with half Words, and 
Exclamations on her Birth and Fortune: At length, when ſhe had 


rais d his Imagination to the utmoſt Pitch of Horror, O, my Lord, 


ſays ſhe, that ever I ſhou'd live to prove the Force of ſuch Extremes, 


that I muſt either conceal a Husband's Murther, or give up a Son, 


who, with Bluſhes let me own it, has ever held a nearer Place in my 
Affections, than even that tender Name commands: Then with Show- 
ers of Tears, and many an interrupting Sob, ſhe proceeded to inform 
him, that the Prince had long taken every Method to ſhock her Faith 


to him, renewing all the ſeeming Tenderneſs and Love he once had 
paid her; aſſuring her, that if ſhe wou'd but join with him in plot- 


ting ſome Contrivance to remove the King, that when he had 


made himſelf Maſter of the Laws, the whole Form of them 


ſhou'd be chang'd, rather than they ſhou'd be a Bar to their mu- 
tual Loves. 


She had ſcarce deliver'd this invented Tale, with all the Shew of 
real Grief and Truth, but the ſame Fellow, whom ſhe had before em- 


ploy d to diſpoſe of Plangus, came running in, and with ſcarce Breath 


enough to give his Words an Utterance, begg'd of the King to be 
upon his Guard, for that there was a Man ſtanding in the Anti- 


Chamber with his Sword drawn, for what Intent he knew not, but 
he fear'd the worſt, The King, whoſe Thoughts were now prepar'd 


for any Terror, went out and call'd his Guard; but by the Way found 


the Prince with the Sword ready in his Hand, and tho' not drawn, as 
the Fellow had reported, yet in a Poſture chat might well confirm 
thoſe Suſpicions which had before taken fo deep a Root: The King 
believing he had only ſheath'd it upon hearing the approaching Noiſe, 
wou'd not ſuffer him to make the leaſt Defence ; but ordering the 
Guards to make him cloſe Priſoner, determin'd the very following 
Morn to put him to an open and a ſhameful Death, 


Bur 
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Bur the approaching Day had no ſooner convey'd the amazing and 
unwelcome News among his Friends, but that it ſummon'd a little 
Army of them, who with Juſtice on their Side came, and by Force 
deliver d him, maugre all the Reſiſtance of the King's Party, which 
was of far greater Numbers ; the Ears of the too credulous Mulri- 
tude having been much abus'd by the Queen, and the inſinuating 
Sycophants which ſhe employ'd. But tho' the Prince might well have 
taken this Opportunity to revenge his Wrongs, and force the Crown 
from his injurious Father's Head, yet his paternal Tenderneſs and filial 
Duty was ſo great, that he choſe rather to live a voluntary Exile, 
than with impious Hands to cut off his Father's Life, and ſo give a 
Colour to their injurious Uſage ; and therefore determin'd to make 
uſe of Tyridates Intereſt, who was by Marriage of near Alliance to 
his Father, and make his Court his Sanctuary; hoping that by his 
Interceſſion, and his own unwearied Duty, he ſhould ar laſt convince 
his Father of his Innocence, and make him know how much he was 
deceivd. | 


Supported by that vain Hope, he continued eleven Years in his Un- 
cle's Court, at the End of which Time Erona was engag'd in that fa- 
tal War, of which my Siſter gave you an Account; but his Father 
was ſo violently prepoſſeſs d againſt him, that he eſteem d his Flight 
as certain a Proof of his Guilt as he cou'd have given, and continued 
to proſecute him with ſuch Inveteracy, that his Fury extended even 
to his Nephew Tyridates, and after to his Niece Artaxia, becauſe they 
ſupported him, leaving no Means uneſſay'd of deſtroying him: But 
finding all his Arts prove unſucceſsful, he at laſt determin'd to haye 
him poyſon'd, and employ'd the ſame Fellow, whom the wicked Queen 
had made her firſt Inſtrument, to go on the execrable Errand : But 
not the deepeſt mortal Cunning can blind the Eyes of Providence, 
which, watchful for its Favourite Plangus, fruſtrated the black De- 
ſign, and diſcoyer'd the helliſh Purpoſe, e er it was poſſible for him to 
execute his purpoſed Villainy. The Wretch being taken, they by 
repeated Tortures, which well he merited, forc'd from him theſe Par- 
ticulars Tve now repeated to you; which Tyridates took from his 
own Mouth in the Preſence of all his Court, and immediately con- 
vey'd by ſolemn Embaſſage to the old King, aſſured, as he thought, 
of now clearing his Nephew by undiſputed Proof: But the Queen 
having, by her unwearied Cunning, ſecurd the Reins of Govern- 
ment, the King was neyer ſufferd ſo much as to peruſe it; but the 
Memorial was immediately ſubmitted ro her Conſideration, which 
had no other Effect, but to encreaſe her Hate ro Plangus, and raiſe a 
freſh Revenge in her for her Seryant's Death. 


And 
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And now, by Length of Time, and her repeated Arts and Subtle: 
ties, the unſettled Multitude began no longer to regret the Abſence 
of their once darling Plangus : She ſtill took Care to work up every 
Faction to his Diſadvantage ; till at length, by employing none but 
her Creatures at the Helm, and diſperſing vaſt Bribes amongſt the 
ſtardy Commoners, ſhe prevail'd ſo far as to have him quite excluded 
the Succeſſion, and her own Son, nam'd Palladins, proclaim'd the 


only lawful Heir. This at one Blow cut off the Prince's Hopes of 


ever being recalld, and conſtrain'd him to continue in his Uncle's 
Service ; in which he always ſhin'd, but more particularly in the War 


againſt Erona, from whence, as my Siſter before. inform'd you, he 


convey'd Artaxia in Safety home ; when Erona, by the Ingratitude 
and Treaſon of her much-lov'd Antiphilus — Here Pamela was 
interrupted by Baſilius, who not able longer to bear the Abſence of 
Zelmane, came up to them; and caſting a languiſhing Look towards 
her, Madam, ſays he, I was in ſome Doubt whether you had not 


convey'd away my Daughter, or, added he ſoftly, what was much 


more dear to me, your ſelf; but fair Zelmane, continu'd he, ſince 
the Sun with haſty Steps is going to withdraw his kindly Influence, 
ſuffer not that brighter Form to be  expos'd to the Night's unwhol- 
ſome Damps. Z£elmane cou'd well have ſpar'd the officious Tender- 
neſs of her doating Lover; but being oblig'd to accept it, ſhe deferr'd 
(tho' with great Regret) the being ſartisfy'd in Relation to Antiphilus 
and Erona, whoſe Intereſt ſhe had much at Heart. Miſo no ſooner 
ſaw Baſilius, but, always proud of an ill-natur'd Office, ſhe inform'd 
him, with all the aggravating Terms her Malice cou'd invent, of the 
bold Preſumption of Amphialus; but the enamour'd King, without 
making a Reply, attended the Opinion of Ze/mane, whoſe Indigna- 
tion was greatly rais'd and heighten'd with a jealous Fury; yet, not- 
withſtanding that, her Honour interfered, and prevail'd with her to 
move the King to look upon it as an Error of youthful Raſhneſs, 
provided for the future that he avoided falling into the leaſt Indiſere- 


tion of that ſort. Baſilius immediately aſſented to her Determination, : 


and gave Orders that there ſhou'd not any farther Notice be taken of 
it, extolling the Generoſity of Zelmane, which was as great in par- 
doning, as her Courage had been before in conquering. 


By this Time they had reach'd the Lodge, and went directly to the 
Queen's Apartment, where poor Zelmane was necellitated to receive 
2 tedious Welcome from the amorous Gynecia, ſuffering almoſt as 
much from the diſguſtful Paſſion, as her own inward Flame. Baſilius, 
not ſo artful, or perhaps not thinking it ſo neceſſary to diſguiſe his 
Prepoſſeſſion, cou'd make his Words ſerve to no other Purpoſe but 
heightening theſe Encomiums on Zelmane, which the blinded Lover 
ever thinks comes ſhort of the Attractions his Miſtreſs is endow'd 
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with, tho they ſurpaſs even immortal Merit; while Gynecia, reſtrain d 
by Fe ear and the natural Timidiry of her Sex, {trove more to conceal 
her eager Fondneſs; but often taking the Advantage of Zelmane's Ap. 
pearance, ſhe wou'd, with bluſhing Checks and conſcious Shame, take 
a thouſand little Liberties, that only ſerv'd for Fuel to that Flame 
which already had well-nigh conſum'd her glowing Heart: Her Eyes 
continually purſued every Motion of Zelmane, while the doating King 
follow'd her with no leſs officious Steps. Gynecia was very ſenſible 
from whence his Care proceeded, and cou'd have made a Sport of 
it, but that Mirth ill ſuited with her loſt Condition: But he quite 
miſtook the Cauſe of her Impatience, and thopght it all proceeded 
from her Jealouſy of him. Zelmane, who had perpetually her Steps 
haunted by one of them, tir d with the Repetition of their nauſeous 
Paſſion, and ever prevented, by the growing Jealouſy of Gynecia, and 
the miſtaken Ardour of Baſilius, from converſing with Philoclea, coud 
hardly give a Check to her Impatience; often wou d ſhe reflect how 
happy, in Compariſon of her Fate, was the Condition of her Friend ; 
he had none to watch his Actions, or trouble his Repoſe, but Shep- 
herds Boys, who more obſeryd their Flock than his Behaviour; 
while ſhe was guarded and waited on by Princes, and continually 
buſied in deceiving the more than Argos Eyes of Love and Jealouſy, 
O Philoclea, wou d ſhe cry, how bleſt am I, and raviſhed with thy 
Preſence, and yet how curſs d in not daring to convince thee that I 
am not quite unworthy of it! Thy tender Nature hears with Patience 
all J dare ſay, and yet I dare not utter what alone is fit for thee to 
hear: Sure none but I was ever confin d by too much Liberty, or 
oppreſs'd by the Excefs of Love and Tenderneſs. 


Eelmane, ſitting within the Curtains of Gynecia's Bed, ſpent ſo much 
Time in theſe Reflections, that the ſable Night, with ſilent Steps, ſtole 
to give her the welcome Omen to retire : The Company were now 
oblig'd to ſeparate ; and tho' Sleep is not the Portion affign'd to Lo- 
ver's Eyes, yet each one then had Leiſure to employ their Thoughts, 
at leaſt without Reſtraint, which was ſome Relief ro all, except the un- 
happy Queen, whoſe Griefs increas'd the more, the more ſhe weigh'd them. 
The reſtleſs King, being at length o'er-power'd with Sleep, and the 
dim Light ſunk in its hollow Socket, ſhe then had Opportunity to give 
ſome Vent to the full Meaſure of her Woes ; and kneeling in her Bed, 
with interrupting Sighs and flowing Eyes, ſhe began with dire Impre- 
_ cations to load the Hour of her Birth; O Wretch! ſhe cry'd, how 
dar ſt thou preſs this ſacred Bed with thy polluted Weight? For tho 
thy Body ſtill is clear, thy Soul is guilty. I have turn'd o'er the deep 
Receſſes of my inmoſt Thoughts, and find em all profan'd and viola- 
ted; the Stain of impious Wiſhes is upon em, and I am ſunk in Shame; 
my conſcious Pillow, which ne er before cou'd charge me with the leaſt 


unwarrantable Thought, cou'd well now prove a bitter Witneſs of my 
5 fallen 
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fallen Virtue. Why was I made this Wretcliz If Fate be in it, how 
am I to blame? If not to blame, why ſhou d I thus be unit d 2 
did not bribe the Winds to waft this Stranger hither; am I to an- 


ſwer then for Conſequences of what I had no Hand in ? O no, it was 


my evil Genius that conducted him, and ſet him as a Rock on which 
to daſh my Stock of future Quiet, Vet ſure I merit mote than 1 
can ſuffer; for not contented with a guilty Heart, I only wait an Op- 
portunity to put that Guilt in Practice. O happy they! and they 
alone, whoſe fietce Deſires are quench d in the cold Grave; or elſe, 


who ne'er had Fire to light em up; mine already has conſum'd my 


Reaſon, Virtue, and my Peace: O let them ſtill rage on, and rid me 


of the cumbrous Load of Life, which ſurely cannot long oppoſe their 
Fury. At theſe laſt Words ſhe raiſed her Voice, woxk d up by Paſſi- 
on, and unmindful who was by her, the tore her Hair, and ſpared no 
Mark of inward Horror and- irritated Woe ; till at laft ſhe waked Bf 
lius, who conſcious of his late Neglect, miſtook that for the Reaſon; 
and taking her in his alienated Arms, wou'd fain have footh'd, as he 


thought, her jealous Rage; and had fhe taken the kaſt Pains to con- 


firm that Thought, it might poſſibly have put a Stop to theſe new Pre- 


poſſeſſions ; but inſtead of that, ſhe made him Anſwers ſo wandring, 
both from that and Reaſon; that the good old Man knew not which 


way to calm her; and therefore committed her to the Care of a gentle 


Slumber, which a little before Day eo and gave a momentaty 


Reſpite to her Cares. 


| Zelmane had ſpent the Night in no leſs Agony, tho' of ahother 


| Kind; her Thoughts had been employ d in finding Means to avoid the 


tireſome Paſſion of Baſilius and the Queen; and further, the Diſcovery 
of her own to Philoclea. The Moment the cheerful Day appear d, ſhe 
roſe, and went to pay her Adoration to the Place where fitſt ſhe pur- 
chaſed the Extremes of Happineſs and Miſery. The ſenſeleſs Earth, 


the Air, the unknowing Trees, all ſeem'd to her of Conſequence, be- 


cauſe they were the firſt mute Witneſſes of her meeting with the hea- 
venly Philoclea; but ſtrait her Joy was check'd by the Deſpair the had 


of ever compaſſing the Difficulties that ſurrounded even her moſt ſan- 


guine Hopes. While ſhe was thus muſing how to act, and giving 
by Turns the Reins to Love, Deſpair and Hope, Baſilius, tho unknown 
to him, gave her an Opportunity, that even her kechefſt Wiſhes coud 
hardly prompt her to believe; for having traced her from the Lodge, 


he follow'd at a Diſtance, and ſtaying till ſhe was ſeated by the 


Side of a moſſy Bank, he came up to het, and falling proſtrate upon 
the Earth, and kiſſing the Bottom of her Veſt ; O thou beauteous 
Form! cry'd he, for by what Name I know not how to call thee, 
ſince any the moſt heavenly wou d be far ſhort of thy Deferts; O hear 
a Wretch that lives but by your Smiles; let not thoſe Angel Eyes, im- 
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188 Fir Philip Sidney's ARCADIA; 


of little Weight, ſince even my Life, and what is more, my Happineſs 


$ depends upon it: Let not my Age or Miſery ſeem a Scorn to you, ſince 


ſurely Heaven ſuffer d my Life to be ſpun out to this Length of Time, 


only to add one other Slave to your triumphant Charms; you only cou'd 


have Power to conquer me, but in my Chains T triumph, and in my Sla- 
very conſiſts my Honour: Whate er I am, you made me; and there- 
fore in deſpiſing me, you condemn the Effects of your own Power. 
O ler not Pity, that God-like Quality, be wanting in that heavenly 


Compoſition, but fave a Wretch, whoſe future Life ſhall be but one 


continued Act of Gratitude and Truth. Zelmane.well underſtood the 


Purport of theſe Words, but thought it not her Play to let him know 


ſhe did; and therefore looking coolly on him, My Lord, faid ſhe, it 
gives me great Concern to ſee you in this unbecoming Poſture ; let me 
intreat you riſe; much better wou d this Submiſſion appear from me to 
you: I think ſo highly of your Wiſdom, that ſure the Words you have 


utter' d muſt bear ſome Meaning, and that of Conſequence; I there- 


fore beg you wou'd explain them, for hitherto my Judgment can't lead 
me even to the Gueſs of them. Baſilius, proud to have his Paſſion 
call'd in Queſtion, which he ſo long had waited to explain, reply d, That 
ſurely it was not poſſible ſhe cou'd be now to learn that he had long ador d 
her; that his Love took date even from the very Moment of his firſt 
beholding her; and that his Paſſion was now grown to ſuch a Height, 
that the ſtricteſt Bounds had not a Power of confining it; that in her 
alone reſted the Power of preſerving, by yielding to a Paſſion which 
none but ſhe had e er the Strength to raiſe. He wou'd have proceeded, 
but that Zelmane, with a Look of ſeeming Anger and Amazement, in- 
terrupted him; Enough, my Lord, cry'd ſhe, no more repeat your im- 
pious Purpoſes ; they need no farther Explanation: J half ſuſpected 
them before, but cou'd not think ſo meanly of either your Honour or 
my own Behaviour, as to believe you'd dare to own your Guilt, and 
ownit to my Face. This ſevere Anſwer almoſt thunder-ſtruck Baſihus, 
his trembling Limbs were hardly able to ſupport him; his guilty Eyes 
were fix d upon the Ground, and durſt nor ſtand the Fury of her 
Glances : But while he was endeavouring to compoſe himſelf, and ſuit 
an Anſwer, a Stratagem preſented itſelf ro Zelmane, how the might 
make his Paſſion of the utmoſt Uſe to her; and therefore turning to 
him with a gentler Air, My Lord, faid ſhe, you muſt be ſenſible 
that what you have now been ſaying, is much unfit for you to ſpeak, 
more ſo for me to hear ; but ſince your Error proceeded from the un- 
governable Dictates of a too fatal Love, I muſt in ſome Degree excuſe 
it; nor can J ſuffer thoſe high Regards J had entertain'd for you, and 
that Reſpect you, till this Hour, have paid me, ſhou'd all be cancell'd 
by a Moment's Raſhneſs : Go then, my Lord, repair the Offence by 
offering it no more ; tis for my Honour's Safety too, that I requeſt 
you'wou'd employ no other Advocate, for ſhou'd the Princeſs Philo- 
cka become an Interceſſor for your Hopes, I might, tis poſlible, by 


her 
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her be drawn in to conſider of it; and whit a Foe Deliberation is to 


Verrue, there has been too many fatal Proofs. Baſilius, tranſported 
with this Hint, hardly ſtay'd to hear her out, much leſs to make an 
Anſwer; but bowing low, left her, and flew with all the eager Swift- 
neſs Love cou'd inſpire his Age with, to find out Philoclea, who was 
then attending, with filial Tenderneſs, upon the Queen; who cou'd 
well have ſpar'd the Office, bur that her Jealouſy laid hold of every 

Opportunity to keep her from Zelmane, The King commanded her 
afide, and with all the inſinuating Words his Paſſion cou'd inſpire, or 
his Authority enforce, he conjur'd her to uſe her utmoſt to preſerve 
that Life which was the Source of hers ; to conſider him as her Father 
and her King; and in that Thought, find an Aſſurance that thoſe ſacred 
Names cou'd well juſtify any Commands that he thought proper to 
impoſe ; that if ſhe had any Love for him, ſhe wou'd not ſee his Age 
o'crcome, and his Life ſhortened, without lending a friendly Hand to 
lift him from the Grave. Aſter this Harangue, he told her, That in ſliort 
his very Being was center d in Zelmane; that without her Influence 
twould be impoſſible for him to ſupport it; that in her alone his Life, 
and what was more, his Happineſs, depended ; that he was but too well 
- acquainted with the Niceneſs of her Humour, to venture the abrupt 
diſcloſing of his Paſſion ; and therefore conjur'd his Daughter, with all 
the Rhetorick he was Maſter of, to gently let her know it, and do her 
utmoſt to ſooth her into a patient Hearing, and by Degrees to work 


her up to Pity. Phzloclea wanted but little Perſwaſion to any thing 


that might give her an Opportunity of being with Zelmane without a 
Spy ; bur yer the fix'd Regard ſhe had to Virtue, ſhock'd her Soul when 
ſhe reflected, that the Task he wou'd impoſe upon her might violate 
her Laws; yet looking at her Father, with Eyes that ſpoke the Office 
not ungrareful, My Lord, ſaid ſhe, IJ hope you are not now to be con- 
vinced, that if my Life cou'd be the Sacrifice to make you eaſy, Id 
give it up with Pleaſure; as to my Intereſt with Ze/mane, you ſurely 
may command it: I won't ſuſpe&, my Lord, you cou'd be capable 
of ſuffering even your Thoughts to go beyond the ſtricteſt Bounds of 
Virtue, much leſs employ your Daughter to further a diſhonourable 


View; therefore, in that Aſſurance, I go to put in Execution your Com- 


mands; bur know, my Lord, if cer your Paſſion leads you beyond 
the Wende of Friendſhip's Tyes, T there muſt leave you, ſince you 
have ever taught me to believe, that Virtue ſhou'd take Place of all 
Affinity, and be obeyed before the higheſt earthly Power. Baſilius 
was fatisfy'd with this Reply; he only wanted her Intereſt (as he 
imagin d) to work Zelmane into a patient hearing of him ; and then he 
did not doubt but his own Oratory, join'd with the Aids of Time, 
wou'd be ſucceſsful, without any further Helps. But as ſhe was 
haſtening from his Preſence to go and ſeek Zelmane, Miſo in a great 
hurry was following her, but Baſilius ſtop'd her ſhort in her Career, 
and bid her leave his Daughter for that Time to attend upon her ſelf; 
| Gee 1 the 
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The-ill-manner'd Wretch, enrag'd at being hinder'd from an Employ- 
ment which ſhe thought no one ſo fit for, began to mouth, and vent her 
ſhrewiſh Humour on the King; telling him he was very much to blame 
in preventing her performing the Queen's poſitive Command, which 
was, that the Princeſs Philoclea ſhou'd never ſtir without her, and that 
ſhe cou'd not anſwer the not obeying it; but Baſilius, not being in a 
Humour to be diſputed with, in a fierce Tone bid her hold her Tongue, 
and avoid his Preſence; which ſhe was then forc'd to comply with, 
and leave the Princeſs to follow her agreeable Errand ; which ſhe did 
with eager Steps, her Fancy being fully employ'd in ruminating what 
wou'd be the Conſequence of this ſtrange Maze of Fate; for ſhe was 
now full well aſſured her Father was become her Rival, and ſhe ne. 
ceſſitated to be his Advocate (at leaſt in Shew) and urge his ill-tim'd 
Love. 1 | 


But Cer ſhe had finiſh'd her Reflections, a little Diſtance off ſhe 
ſaw Zelmane lying upon a Bank, with her Head reclin'd over the River 
Ladon; the ſtreaming Tears flow'd down her beauteous Cheeks, and 
half diſſolv'd in Grief, ſhe ſeem'd more lovely to the pitying Fair, who 
ſtood ſome time obſerving her, without having a Power of approach- 
ing. Zelmane was ſo engag d with her own Thoughts, ſhe ne'er ima- 
gin d the Author of them was fo near; but looking earneſtly upon the 
River, ſhe thus addreſs'd it; O thou clear Stream, who denyeſt to let 
thy purer Waves be ſully'd by my Tears, accept at leaſt the Tribute of 
them, as all the Acknowledgment my Gratitude can offer; and O] let 
me conjure you, ſtop a while your Courſe, and liſten to the Sorrows of 
a Wretch, who is ſunk to ſuch an Ebb of Miſery, that even the poor 
Relief of Pity is grown acceptable; but if the arbitrary Violence of 
your tyrannick Maſter commands your preſent Duty, yet at leaſt con- 
vey with you this Witneſs of my Love, and bear it to the utmoſt Limits 
of the Earth; a Love as pure and free from Blemiſh, as your unſported 
Boſom, tho alaſs, inſpired by a Breaſt I fear more chill than your 
frozen one; but yet ſuch cruel Contradictions do I prove, that all her 
Coldneſs cannot damp my Fires, but rather lights them up to greater 
Ardours. Here taking a little Willow-Stick that hung within her 
Reach, ſhe wrote ſome Lines upon a ſandy Bank ; but had no ſooner 
given Birth to them, but with her Feet ſhe was going to efface the Ap- 
pearance that they ever had a Being, when Philoclea came in View: 
They ſtood for ſome Time ſpeechleſs, gazing upon each other; at 
Length, the bluſhing Maid having a little recover'd the Extaſie, which 
the Sight of her beloved Zelmane had put her into, began, with Confu- 
ſion in her Looks and heſſitating Speech, to repeat her Errand: Zel- 
mane, ſaid ſhe, I came to ſeek you, and perform an Embaſſage from 
one, to whoſe Commands Nature obliges me to pay a blind Obedience. 
She wou'd have proceeded, but that Zelmane, encourag'd by his own 
Diſguiſe, and fir'd by the darling Object of his Soul, roſe from his 

| Seat, 
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Seat, and taking the reſiſtleſs Fair One in his Arms, he ſeiz'd her 
Lips, and with a rapturous Joy printed a more expreſſive Language 
on them than any Words cou'd form : My eternal Happineſs, cry d 
he, I know your Father's Suit, and in a proper Time will anſwer it ; 
but for the preſent, let me nor loſe this happy Opportunity to eaſe my 
Heart, and vent the mighty Secret which has ſo long been labouring in 
my Boſom; and if Iam to fall a Martyr to the pureſt and moſt generous 
Flame that e er inſpir'd the Breaſt of any humane Creature, yet at leaſt 
allow me your Attention, while I convince you, that, if T am unworthy 
of your Love, I am not wholly ſo of being your Slave. This Re- 
queſt was not more earneſtly preſs'd by Zelmane, than it was eagerly 
granted by Philoclea; who was ſo impatient to hear her out, that ſhe 
would not interrupt her even by making a Reply; but haſtily fitting 
down upon the ſhady Bank, left her Silence to give a more unbounded 
Liberty than any Foods £ could utter. 


Zelmane, tho ſhe had f ſo far gain'd her Point, was yet in the higheſt 
Conſternation; and tho' her Thoughts had before carried her to the 


utmoſt Limits of what ſhe had to ſay, yet ſhe then found her ſelf at the 


greateſt Loſs ; but recollecting how probable it was that ſhe might never 
gain another Opportunity if ſhe neglected this, that Thought diſpers d 
all Apprehenſions, but what aroſe from that killing Reflection; and 


therefore ſeating herſelf. by the impatient Maid, Madam, ſaid ſhe, 


the Greatneſs of your Birth and Fortune, added to thoſe numberleſs 
Perfections and conſummate Beauties which you enjoy in Mind and 
Perſon, and above all, the Importance of this Diſcovery, on which my 
Life, and what is more, my eternal Happineſs depends, requires an 
infinite Caution'in the Commencement, and many Circumſtances to 


prove and finiſh ir: But as I am ſo very wretched as to be neceſſita- 
ted to ſnatch this Moment, or perhaps for ever mourn the Loſs of it, 


forgive me, O divineſt Creature, if I for once paſs over that ceremo- 
nious Awe which is due ro your ſuperior Charms, and my exalted 


Paſſion, and haſten to relieve my burthen'd Heart, which cannot long 


ſupport this Weight of Agonies ; and in return, believe the moſt re- 
ſpectful Adorations of my future Life, I ſhall eſteem too poor to pay 
the mighty Obligation. If you have ever, tho' but in Speculation, 
known the wondrous Power of Love, or er in Story read what 
mighty Force it has to conquer and ſubdue the moſt exalted. Souls, 
and looſen and unjoint the beſt united States, grant your Attention, 
and in me behold a real Proof of its Supremacy, which goes beyond 
the fruitfulleſt Inventions of the Poets, and confirms the Power of his 
Godhead much more than all their Oratory. 


But hold, my Tongue, where wilt thou hurry me? And how per- 
ſwade my Heart to give thee a Permiſſion to reveal the labouring Se- 


cret ? Yer, O proceed, this Caution comes too late; then hear, thou 
beauteous 
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192 Fr Philip Sidney's ARC APDIA, 
beauteous Creature, and know, tis Pyrocles, Prince of Macedon, and 
not Zelmane, that begs this Condeſcenſion: For you I've quitted my 
Parents, Country, and what's more dear, my Fame; for you I ceaſe 
to be Pyrocles; that Pyrocles, whom falſe Report had repreſented de- 
ſtroy'd by the relentleſs Waves; behold he lives, lives to revere your 
Power, and own it far ſuperior to any other that Heaven or Earth can 
boaſt. I have eſcap'd all other Dangers ; but thoſe pointed Ones 
which come from your bright Eyes, have been too mighty for 
me: I am your Slave; there's neer a ſhackled One cou'd wear your 
Chains with more Submiſſion; nay, by Heaven, I glory in the happy 
Servitude, and wou'd not change it to be Protector of the Univerſe : 
But, O conſider, a Tyrant's Heart wou'd ill befit ſo fair a Face; if T 
muſt periſh by your Diſdain, gently, O gently, give the Blow, and 
ſuffer not that heavenly Form to conceal a Hell of Cruelty; in you 
I've placd my every Thought of Happineſs ; you are the Goddeſs of 
my Vows, the Centre of my Hopes, ſuffer them nor all in a Moment 
to be daſhed, nor let my long unwearied Services turn to no other 
Purpoſe than my own Deſtruction. I ſee your are aſtoniſhed at my 
Words ; think what a Shock the Author of them muſt ſuſtain, and 
how little they are capable to expreſs the Fullneſs of that Paſſion, 
which wou d require Ages to explain. Were T a common Lover, 
then common Phraſes might expreſs my Thoughts; but, O thou An- 
gel Fair, believe my Paſſion ſoars as much beyond the ordinary De- 
gree of Men, as you excel the Generality of Women; my ſelf, my 
Parents, Friends, and Country, are trifling Oblations, when pur in 
Competition with your Merit; but yet conſider, tis all J have to of- 
fer; and were the Univerſe within my Power, with equal Joy I wou'd 
ſurrender it, ſo by it T cou'd gain one tender Word from you. I know 
I am in my ſelf unworthy your leaſt Partiality ; but give me Leave 
to ſay, my Paſſion merits ſome Return, ſince tis inſpir'd by you, and 
ſupported by the everlaſting Baſis of Virtue and ſtrict Honour: But 
if tis otherwiſe decreed by you and Heaven, and that all my Suffer- 
ings ſhou'd prove ineffectual, yet let me have the Alleviation of re- 
ceiving my Sentence from your Mouth, ſince that dear Voice mult 
carry an extatick Pleaſure with it, tho' Death is in the Sound, 


Not even Pigmalion, when he found his darling Image grown warm, 
and yielding in his eager Arms, felt half the rapturous Joy, as did the 
liſtening Fair, while Zelmane was uttering the pleaſing Tale; each 
Word ſhe ſpoke rais'd in her a freſh Extaſie; but being work'd up to 
the height of Rapture, a diſtruſtful Thought came croſs her Imagi- 
nation, and damp the glowing Pleaſure : Her Judgment repreſented 
to her, that it was poſſible the Story might be feign'd ; ſhe had no 
Aſſurance but his bare Word, chat this was Pyrocles; and ſhou'd that 
fail, how were her Hopes deſtroy d! ? Bur in a Moment Love inter- 
pos'd to contradict that Underminer of his Power, and perſwaded 
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her that no baſh or degenerate * RY luck. hs {d fair 4 
| Covert, and that Zelmane and Falſhood were wholly inconſiſtent with 
each other: Beſides, ſhe now began to find a ſecret Apprehenſion, a 
pleaſing Fear that play'd about her Heart, when ſhe reflected ſhe was 
alone with him; and yet coud her Wiſhes have ptevail'd, whole A- 
ges wou'd have paſs'd without an Interruption: In ſhort, a Crowd 
of Thoughts all in a Moment throng'd to oppoſe each other, ſuch 
Contradictions as ſtruggle in a Mind that has begun to deviate from 
the ſtrict Paths of Virtue's Ways, and yet cannot quite degenerate 
into the open Ones of Vice; bur ſoon all her Suſpicions vaniſh'd, ex- 
cept that very natural One, of timorouſly doubring what ſhe moſt 
earneſtly deſired ; therefore with ſome Diffidence, but more Affection 
in her Looks, I am, reply'd ſhe, infinitely at a Loſs which Way to 
form an Anſwer to the amazing Story you have told: To whom 
muſt I addreſs my ſelf? If to Ze/mane, you have deny'd that Title; 
if to Prince Pyrocles, my Senſes contradict the pleaſing Sound: But 
this with Certainty I may pronounce, had I behaved as Philocled 
ought, you either never had borrow'd the Title of Zelmane, or never 
wou d have ventur'd to throw it off; your Hopes wou'd ne er have led 
'you to undertake this Metamorphoſis, or your Deſpair wou'd have 
prevented your diſcovering it; but much I fear ſome Flaw in my Be- 
haviour gave you the firſt Aſſurance, and the too tranſparent Veil T 
placed upon my Inclinations, has ſince inſpir'd you with Courage to 
purſue the laſt : Sure ſome Lightneſs which you obſerv'd in my formet 
Conduct encourag'd you to wear this Vizor, and a confirm'd Levity 
_ embolden'd you to pull it off. How then ſhall I behave 2 Shall J with 
deep Reſerve and female Cunning endeavour to gild oer my Fault, 
or generouſly own my Weakneſs, (if the Love of you can be eſteem- 
ed one,) and by Sincerity and Truth compenſate for it? I think the 
laſt moſt eligible, and fain wou'd have you be of that Opinion; 
therefore, my dear Zelmane, for by that happy Name I ſtill muſt 
call you, ſince 'twas the Introducer of you to my Knowledge, 
and muſt be the Preſerver of that Happineſs, with Bluſhes let me own 
it, I loved you even under that Diſpuiſe, loyd againſt all Appearance 
of ever being gratify d; and your Deſires, which at leaſt you knew 
there was a Poſſibility of compaſling, cou'd- not be more eager than | 
mine, which then appear'd to be againſt all Nature's Dictates : How A 
ſhall I then expreſs my ſelf? *T would be a vain Attempt for me, to en- | bl 
deavour at perſuading either you or my ſelf to think that T am an- [! 
gry at knowing you to be Pyrocles, ſince while you bore the Appear- = 
ance of Zelmane, that was my greateſt Torment, and the Fear that J =—_ 
ſhould never find you any other, was my extremeſt Miſery : Accept 
the Conqueſt then, and uſe it nobly, uſe it like Pyrocles; your ſupe- 
rior Merit, join'd with uncommon Virtue, gaind my Inclination ; ler 


that ſtill endeavour to preſerve it; and if I have that Place in your 
D d d | Regards 
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33 you would perſwade me, exert the power I give = over 
me, to keep me worthy of it. 


Here ſhe ſto pt, and turn'd her beauteous Eyes from the only Ob- 
ject that cou'd "Jeliphe * em, abaſh'd to find that in a Moment unwa- 


rily ſhe had diſclos d the innermoſt Receſſes of her Heart; but Py. 


rocles Joy at the Confeſſion being much too great for Utterance, he 
caught the yielding fair One in his Arms, and had but juſt a Power 
of ſaying, O my Soul's perfect Happineſs ! even Jove himſelf might 
envy this exalted Bliſs, for ſure he cou'd not taſte a greater. When 
his Surprize of Joy began a little to abate, his higheſt Care was how 


to prove himſelf worthy of that generous Behaviour the fair Philo. 


clea had ſhewn to him; and in order to convince her more thoroughly 
of his Quality, he preſented her with ſeveral Letters (which in the 
little Casket had been preſerv'd ſafe even from the deſtructive Waves) 
that came from Euarchus, his gallant Father, and was addreſs'd to 
him: But needleſs were thoſe Proofs to her, who wou'd much ſooner 
have queſtion' d her own Judgment than his Integrity ; and therefore, 
Suſpicion quite apart, they gave a Looſe to their long-confin'd De- 
fires, and with a thouſand fond Embraces, and interrupting Dallian- 
ces, they paſs'd a ſolemn Promiſe of marrying each other as ſoon as 
er they cou'd beguile the crafty Spies, who with more than Argus 


| Watchfulneſs attended them. 


And now Pyrocles eager Love had hurry'd him almoſt beyond all 
Bounds, when Philoclea, in an obliging Manner, to turn the Fury of 
it, begg'd him to entertain her with the Story of his Life, from the 
Time that he and Muſidorus left Erona; for, continu'd ſhe, ſmiling, 
T have already had a true Account how you were diſpos d of to that 
War, and till the End of it, by Prince Plangus; but what Occurren- 
ces have ſince happen d, T am more a Stranger to than I wou'd be to 
any Thing in which you bear a Part: Therefore, my dear Pyrocles, 

give me the Satisfaction of repeating the Particulars of your Con- 
queſts from that Time, till you came to make a perfect One of me; 
for believe, I can't be better entertain d than in hearing the Actions of 
my Hero, eſpecially with the Addition of coming from his Mouth; 

and don't imagine that my Cowardice will ſhrink at knowing the 
Dangers you have paſt, for ſince I now am bleſs' d with having you 
in Safety in my Arms, I ſhall rejoice in them, ſince the Thought of 
Evils paſt ſerves only to enhance a preſent Good. Pyrocles was very 
ſenſible of what ſhe aim'd at in this Requeſt ; he knew that ſhe only 


ask d to be made acquainted with his paſt Story, to keep him from 


coming too cloſe to his preſent Purpoſe ; but yet ſo timorous is a 
faithful Lover, he dared not diſobey, for fear of forfeiting all future 


Title to ſuch a Private Converſation; and tho his impatient Love 
was 
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was at the moſt unbridled Height, and waited on by that Seducer of 
chaſt Reſolutions, Opportunity, yet his awful Paſſion would not 
ſuffer him to tranſpreſs the Bounds of ſtricteſt Honour, but enabled 
him to ſubdue, or rather reſtrain, thoſe impetuous Sallies, which 
the Violence of his Paſſion would otherwiſe have led him into; and with 
an ardent Sigh, and Eyes that ſpoke the Influence ſhe had over him, 

My Soul's eternal Bliſs, cry'd he, that we might employ theſe happy 

Hours in Raptures, too great to be conceived, you muſt be ſenſible ; 

and give me leave to ſay, there hardly is another Man that wou'd 

hot ſnatch this dear, this precious Moment, to recompence him for 

4 all the Pains, the Agonies and Torments he'd endur'd; but fo ex- 

= alted is my Love, and fo awfully do I revere the Goddeſs of my Soul, 

3 that rather than venture in the leaſt Degree of injuring her, or forfeit- 
ing that Efteem J have ſo long been labouring to obtain, I wou'd, by 
Heaven, be deſtroy'd, and in a Moment cut off from all my fu- 
ture Hopes. I have Ambition, and I value Fame, or I were far un- 
worthy to aſpire at being your Choice: And how is it poſlible that ei- 

ther of them can be more gratify'd, than in commanding your Atten- 
tion? What Trophies, or what Triumphs, can make me half ſo proud, 
or ſo effectually contribute to the Reward of all my Labours, as your 
Approbation? Pyrocles now with Pleaſure will recount his own Per- 
formances; and tho before I eſtcem'd the higheſt of them poor and 
trifling, yet ſince you think em worth the hearing, I ſhall believe em 
valuable: Know then, thou Summit of all my Hopes and Wiſhes, that 
after the Deſtruction of Tyridates, we ſettled, as we thought, Erona 
in her Government, ſecure from all the Outrages of Fortune; however, 
as I find by what you Yeſterday related, the Treaſon and Ingratitude 
of that undeſerving Wretch ſhe made her Choice, has ſince diſtreſs d 
her; an Accident I ne er cou'd have in the leaſt ſuſpected or foreſeen : 
For how was it poſſible for a Mind not ſunk to that Ebb of Baſeneſs 
as Antiphiluss, to conceive that ſo perfect a Beauty, as the moſt 
partial Judgment muſt allow Erona, cou'd not have ſecurd his Truth; 
and that the Proof ſhe gave him of the moſt ſincere and generous Paſſjon, 
wou'd not at leaſt have bound him to her Intereſt by the Tyes of Gra- 
titude? Or had both theſe fail'd, yet one wou'd have imagin'd, that 
the Height ſhe'd rais'd him to, wou'd have fully gratify'd his Ambiri- 
on. Bur to return to my Story. 


Euardus, that gallant Prince, whom Fortune aided me to overcome 
in Erona's Cauſe, had three Nephews, his Siſter's Sons, each of them 
worthy to ſtand in the foremoſt Ranks of Fame; but more eſpecially 
the eldeſt, call'd Anaxius, ro whoſe Merit every Body would have 
yielded juſt Praiſe, but that he ever was before-hand with them, and 
beſtow'd it upon himſelf long before they cou'd have an Opportuniry 
of giving it; of ſo inſupportable a Pride, that where his Actions con'd 


well have rais'd the higheſt Envy, his 3 rather mov d Diſdain; 
and 
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and were the Fiction true that the Gyants made War againſt Heaven, 
he might well have ſerwd for an Enſign-Bearer to the ſacrilegious 
Herd ; for nothing ſeem'd a Difficulty to him, tho ever ſo impoſſible, 
nor any thing unjuſt, ſo it had but the Sanction of his Liking, 
knowing no Law but his own unreaſonable Humour, and thinking 
That the beſt Foundation for any Action. This Man, in Tyridates 
War againſt Erona, had abſolutely refus'd to give his Aid, becauſe 
his haughty Spirit cou'd not brook the having Prince Plangas preferr d 
before him in Command; and therefore he ſtood Neuter in the 


Quarrel. 


But when he came to know that I had overcome his Uncle, diſdain- 
ing, I believe, that any of his Family ſhou d fall by ſuch a Stripling's 
Hands, he was determin'd to ſeek Revenge; and for that Purpoſe 
rook (I muſt confeſs) a very honourable Method; for ſending a Chal. 
lenge, he appointed me to meer him in the Confines of the Kingdom 
of Lycia, where he wrote me Word he wou d be ready to prove that J 
had by Treachery deſtroy d his Uncle; for without foul Play he was 
certain his Valour cou d well have reſiſted a hundred ſuch as me. Youth 
and Succeſs made me very ready to accept any ſuch Overture; but I 
was more particularly fond of this, becauſe T had heard that your 
worthy Couſin, the brave Amphialus, who had for many Years born a 
univerſal Character for undaunted Courage and Succeſs, had ſeveral 
Times fought with him, but ne' er was able to get the better; and that 
tho' the World juſtly eſteem'd him ſuperiour in Affability and Courte- 

ſie, yet Anaxius was at leaſt deem d his Equal in every other Point. To 

engage this Man, and, if I cou d, to overcome him, I thought wou'd 
be a worthy Conquelt ; and therefore I determin'd to go alone, becauſe 

T underſtood he 6 i ſo; and beſides, T had a great Deſire to perform 

ſomething Noble out of the Sight of Muſidorus, to whoſe Example and 
influencing Preſence I muſt-acknowledge I owed the chief of my paſt 
Conqueſts : Not that I was above being his Pupil, but in his Abſence 1 
found my ſelf grow faint, and ſlacken in the great Purſuit of Honour, 

occaſioned by a Miſtruſt of my own Strength; and therefore was wil- 
ling to break my ſelf of ſuch a ſtrict Dependance, as might render me 
contemptible even in his Eye; and for that End, I entreated him to let 
me undertake this Engagement by my ſelf; which his Generoſity, pre- 
ferring my Reputation to his own Tenderneſs, conſented to. After 
T had gain d his Leave, I privately left Erona's Court; but my deareſt 
Muſidorus, like a Guardian Angel, ever mindful of his Charge, fearful 
of any Treachery in Secret, followed me, and kept retired at a little 
Diſtance from the Place where our Combat was to be perform d. 
Erona was vaſtly ſhock'd at parting with us; poſſeſſed, I think, with 
a prophetick Spirit, how much in Time to come ſhe was to ſtand 
in Need of our Aſſiſtance ; but however, I diſengaged my ſelf from 
her Entreaties, and purſu'd my Way to meet Anaxins: Bur cer I had 

gone 
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gone half a Day's Journey, I mer ſo odd an Accident, that tho' in it: 


ſelf but trifling; yet I can't forbear repeating ir, becauſe by it I was 
drawn into the utmoſt Inconvenience. 


EEE 
— 


As 1 was riding thto' a Land encompals'd ſo about with lofty Oaks; ö 
and all the humbler Produce of the Woods, that it was hardly poſſi- 
ble to expect any other Company than the wild Burgeſſes of the Fo- 
reſt, T heard ſome confus d Shrieks; which, coming by Pauſes to my 
Ears from the right Side of the Wood, gave me Aſſurance that it was 
4 Man's Voice, tho' the Cry ſeem'd more to anſwer a Woman's Weak- 

neſs: I directed my Steps the Way the Sound conducted me; and 
had not paſs'd above half a Dozen Trees, e er at the Bottom of a 
large overgrown One, I ſaw a Gentleman lying half naked, bound 
Hand and Foot with ſeveral Kinds of Garters, and round kim nine 
Ladies with Bodkins in their Hands, which they continually prick'd 
him with, till they had almoſt made a Pool of Blood for him to lie 
in : He had no Defence except his Shirt, in which they had made a 
thouſand Holes; fo that the poor Wretch pray d and cty'd, but all 

in vain; for the inhumane Creatures ſported in his Pains, and took 
Delight in his Entreaties, as Trophies of their Victory. 
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This unnatural Sight greatly moy'd my Pity ; and much more ſo, 
as the poor Creature, the Moment he ſet his Eyes upon me, call'd 
aloud to me for Aid, conjuring me either by immediate Death to rid 
kim of his Pain, or elſe to deliver him from his relentleſs Perſecutots : 
But e er I had Time to give an Anſwer, there came ruſhing towards 
me about ſeven or eight arm'd Horſemen; the foremoſt of which in a 
threatning Tone, bid me avoid the Place, and not moleſt the Ladies 
in their moſt juſt Revenge : With ſo much Arrogance and Pride he 
ſpoke, that I much diſdain'd to take ſuch Uſage ; and therefore re- 
ply'd, that tho I was before undetermin'd whether or no I ſhould de- 
liver that poor Unfortunate from the Lady's Power, yet I certainly 
would ſecure him from his Malice; and immediately engaging with 
him alone, and after his Death jointly with the others, T had the 
good Fortune to deſtroy ſome, and put the reſt to Flight; which 
the Ladies ſecing, and not knowing how in my Pride of Victory 1 
might behave to them, they all betook themſelves to Flight, except- 
ing one, who was ſo harden'd in her Cruelty, and eager for Revenge, 
that neither during the Engagement, for after it was over, did ſhe 
in the leaſt give a Truce to her Barbarity, bur ſtill employ'd_ 
the little Inſtrument of her unbounded Malice; and at laſt was juſt WW 
going to prevent his Eyes from being a further Witneſs of his Miſe- 8 
ry, which ſhe had only ſpar'd till then, that they might have the An- N 
guiſh of the Sight, and give him Light to ſee how weak an Adver- 
ſary triumph'd over him. When T came up to her, and had with 


great Difficulty . upon her to admit a Conference, (for twas 
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à conſiderable Time before. ſhe would hearken, much leſs vouchſafe 
an Anſwer,) I pulld off my Helmet, and begg'd her to ſtay her 
Hand, till ſhe had given me to know the Cauſe of her ſevere Diſplea- 
ſure. Sir, reply'd ſhe, (in the utmoſt Agitation of Rage and Bitter- 
neſs,) tis much againſt my Inclination, that I forbear a Moment the 
executing of my juſt Revenge upon this deſerving Object of it; but 
as I ſee you are young, and probably may have both the Power and 
Will to perpetrate greater Miſchicfs than even this harden'd Wretch 
has been guilty of, I am movd, in Compaſſion to you, and as a 
Warning to your future Conduct, to let you know his Crime, that 
you may own the Juſtice of his Puniſhment, I 


Know then, his Name is Pamphilus, and indeed ſprung from an 
ancient and noble Family ; but that contributes nothing to his Glory, 
ſince it is only a Reflection upon his Anceſtors, for having left fo 
worthleſs an Offspring; not but his Perſon is without Exceprion, and 
ſo the propereſt Diſguiſe for his inward Falſhood ; his Converſation 
is full of Wit and Gaiety, and the Pains he takes to pleaſe, is far 
from being loſt: There is no Perfection, which goes to the Accom- 
pliſhment of a fine Gentleman, bur he is thoroughly vers'd in; as Mu- 
ſick, Dancing, Poetry, and Painting ; and, in ſhort, every Qualifica- 
tion that is neceſſary to make him an agreeable Companion to the 
Men, and acceptable among the Women : But under this fair Ap- 
pearance there lurks ſo much Villainy and Baſeneſs, that J fear you 
will hardly think my Word a ſufficient Warrant for the Truth of it ; 
for taking the Advantage of thoſe Perfections which Nature and For- 
tune has endow'd him with, he ſo infinuates himſelf into the Hearts 
of weak and tender Women, that hardly any have Fortitude to wirh- 
ſtand him; tho' had not J Revenge within my Power, I never wou'd 
ſubmit to own his Influence ; but as the Cafe now ſtands, T glory in 
being conquer d, becauſe tis now my Turn to enſlave. But to my 


Story : 


He being, as I tell you, ſo capable of gaining our Inclinations, 
never thought he cou'd enough extend his Arts A. but no ſoon- 
er had he betrayd and ruin'd one of us, but without the leaſt 
Remorſe, he ſpread his Nets to gain another; and ſo far were we 
from taking Warning, that we were ſtill fonder of the Deceiver, the 
laſt till imagining that ſhe ſhou'd be the happy Woman that wou'd 
fix his roving Inclination : But I muſt own, in that he did not long 
play the Impoſtor ; for no ſooner had he gain'd them, than he wou'd 
pull off the Mask; tho' not caring entirely to quit one, till he had 
ſecur'd another Conqueſt: He wou'd now and then take a little Pains 
to make them think he ſtill had a Regard for them, and ſo work up 
their Paſſions, ſometimes by exciting their Envy, ſometimes their Jea- 
louſy, ſometimes their Pride, for having gain d him, and their Fear 

| | of 


2 1 2 3 4 


Modeynix'd by Mer: SAN LEF. ig g 


of loſing him, till at lengrl{ he had ſo ſecur d chem, that bardly any 
Uſage cou'd make their Paſſion ceaſe : If he met with one more ob- 
ſtinately vittuous than the reſt, then had he double Pleaſure in over- 
coming ; her Pride was then to be attack'd, and ſhe was to have that 
gratified on all Occaſions, by being publickly addreſs d by one, whom 
the World was very ſenſible fo many ſigh'd for: If that prov'd ineffec- 
tual, then wou'd he alarm her with the Fear of loſing that Heart, 
which indeed no one ever yet had the Poſſeſſion of; but his Aſſiduity 
was not greater in gaining the Aſcendant over us, than his Pride and 
Arrogance in publiſhing our Weakneſs, and his Conqueſt, to the 
World : No Body living cou'd be more fawning, or indeed ſervilely 
ſubmiſſive, till he had entirely got Poſſeſſion of a Woman's Honour; 
bur the Moment that Truſt was repos'd in him, he turn'd to the moſt 
haughty Tyrant ; and, as if he no ſooner taſted than nauſeated the 
Pleaſure he fo ardently deſir'd, he wou'd inſult, and openly, with all 
the Inhumanity that was poſlible, treat the very Woman, at whoſe Feet 
a little Time before he wou'd have lain, and ſuffer d them to fpurn 
him : His treacherous Tongue took not more Pleaſure in publiſhing 
the Praiſes of his Miſtreſs (which he always did to heighten his own 
Triumph) before Poſſeſſion, than after to proclaim her Weakneſs : 
His natural Inconſtancy of Temper is ſo great, that I have often 
wonder d his Soul does not diſdain his Body, for having ſo long in- 
habited it. We all of us, you may be ſure, employ'd our deepeſt 
Arts to regain his wandring Inclinations : But fruitleſs were our ut- 
moſt Efforts; for inſtead of returning to any of his former Choices, 
he daily added to the miſerable Number, till at laſt he grew ſo har- 
den'd, that he at one Blow quitted us all, and fix'd upon a Lady, 

whoſe Merit, I muſt needs allow, cou'd well have juſtify'd his Choice, 
had not that occaſion d his Breach of former Vows : Her Fortune was 
ſuperior, which I ſuppoſe was the ſtrongeſt Link, and determin'd him 
to purſue her in an honourable Way, and by Marriage ſet her as far 
above us abandon'd Creatures in Reputation as in Happineſs, leaving 
us to the Reflection of our paſt imaginary Pleaſures, and our future 
certain Miſery. This common Injury provokd us all to rally 
the little Spirit we had left, and join in a Determination of Revenge, 
being thoroughly exaſperated that he ſhou'd give his Love to her 
the Sanction of a Marriage, and by that the more expoſe our Weak- Wi 
neſs and Want of Reſolution, in nor inſiſting upon that Proof, Be- | Wi. 0 
ing all of us thus determin d to have Revenge at leaſt, fince that was 1 ; | 


the only Gratification that was left us, we agreed to draw him alone 
amongſt us, which we eaſily compaſs'd, he nor ſuſpeCting that our 
ſubdued Minds cou'd work us up to any Thing farther than a rail- 
ing Reſentment. 
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Butas it generally is the Part of the Injurer to inſult ; fo this Wretch, 


grown proud and harden in his barbarous Behaviour, came among ſt 
us 
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us with ſo much Inſolence in his Look and Manner, as if he thought 
Fortune had amply beſtow'd her Benefits upon us, by influencing him 
to think it worth his while to ruin us. When we began with moving 
Words, and all the Marks of a deſpairing Tenderneſs, to upbraid his 
Falſeneſs and want of Honour towards us; he finding himſelf detected 
paſt Denial, never endeavour'd to extenuate his Crime, but own d and 
juſtified it in ſo ludicrous a Manner, that tho? he cou d not in reality 
heighren it, yet he greatly enhanc'd our Rage and our Reſentment. 
Amongſt che reſt of his pretty Jokes, I remember he aſſerted, that to 
change, was no Proof of Inconſtancy, but quite the contrary ; for, 
ſaid he, I always am conſtant to my own Happineſs, and as That con- 
ſiſts in Variety, I ſhou'd be moſt unequal to my ſelf did I oppoſe it; 
but choſe conſtant Creatures which you approve, continue faithful to 
their Miſtreſſes, tho they grow ever ſo indifferent in their Perſons, 
alter'd by Sickneſs or the Frowns of Fortune, and ſo indeed are guilty 
of a much more abſurd kind of Conſtancy, in changing their Loye 
from Beauty to Deformity, tho' center'd in the ſame Perſon: Now I, 
altho' T change my Woman, yet am conſtant to the Sex, being a cer. ' 
tain Votary to Beauty where c'er I meet it, and perfectly reſolute, 
upon any Terms, to compaſs my own Happineſs. In this ſcoffing 
Manner he behay'd himſelf to us, giving Reaſons for his barbarous 
Uſage of each of us, by ſaying, that the Occaſion of his quitting one, 

was her melancholly and ſplenetick Diſpoſition; another, from her over 
Forwardneſs; a third, becauſe ſhe had not Gaiety enough; a fourth, 
becauſe the was too wanton ; a fifth, from that Indiſpoſition which 
the Grief of his Neglect had brought her into; the ſixth, was it ſeems 
fo fooliſh, as to be jealous of him, and that when he gave her the ut. 
moſt Cauſe ; the ſeventh was ſo ill-bred, that ſhe refus d to convey a 
Letter for him to her Rival; the eighth, was indiſcreet; the ninth, too 
much reſery'd ; but to me, whoſe Name is Dido, and to whom he 
has prov'd a true Repreſentation of Mneas, he coud object no 
other Fault, but that T was not ſo fair as others he had met 


with. 


When he had thus ended his ill-manner'd Speeches, which we took 
- patiently enough, knowing our Turn wou'd come, we laid Hands on 
him, and having our Servants to attend, which you have ſo manfully 
conquer'd, begun with this trifling Revenge, in which you found us 
buſied; but determining, before we left him, to make him much unſit 
for any future Miſchiefs; and tho' your Valour has routed and dif. 
pers d all my Companions, yet I am reſolv'd to ſtand my Ground; 
the greatneſs of my Wrongs, and the Thirſt T have, in ſome Meaſure, 
to requite them, ſetting me far above all Fear of Danger: My Abuſe is 
infinitely greater chan the reſt's ; for not content with decciving, be. 
traying and leaving me, he muſt needs prove, and that before all my 


Competitors, that ro my Want of Beauty, was owing his Want of 
Truth. 
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Truth: Now, Sir, be you my Judge, if there are ſome fairer; yet 
ſure my Glaſs deceives me much, if I have many Equals, at leaſt he 
once perſwaded me he thought I had not; and for that Wretch now 
to upbraid me with want of Charms, is what I never can forgive. Upon 
this ſhe flew to him, and, in her eager Rage, wou'd certainly have put 
out his Eyes, but that I nimbly leap d from my Horſe, and with half 
F ore, and half anette, ſtay d her Hand. 


But while 1 was thus perſwading her to mitigate wt Wrath, EF | 
came up ſeveral of his Friends, to whom he call'd aloud, entreating of 
them to deſtroy that Woman, who had ſo barbarouſly betray d his Per- 
ſon, and ſacrificed his Fame; but Oppreſſion of neither Side I did not 
care to ſuffer, and tlierefice left his Cauſe, - and employ” d my ut. 
moſt: Force to protect the Lady, and had ſo good Succeſs, that in 
ſhort Time there was a Truce obtained, and their Words given of both 
Parties, as Hoſtages, that there ſhou c | be no future Outrages ofter'd on 


either Side. 


i e the Lady to a Place LE IRE ſhe 9 her ſelf 
ſecure, I took my leave of her, and purſued my Way to meet Anaxius; 
bur when J reachd the Place appointed, I was oblig d ro wait two Days 
for his Coming, he diſdaining to attend for me, and therefore wou d 
not ſtir till he had certain Knowledge that I was firſt there: But when 
he had that Aſſurance, he made no Delay, but came, as he had pro 
miſed, unattended; and, not to fail in Juſtice to him, becauſe he does 
himſelf ſo over-mhuch, with the Appearance of as much true Courage 
as any Man TI cer yet ſaw. The Moment his Eyes encounter d me, 
and that he was at a Diſtance proper for his Purpoſe, he with great 
Fury, tho temper'd with a prudent Skill, ran at me: I, with as much 
Conduct as I was Maſter of, reſiſted him, having kept my {elf upon 
my Guard ; being before acquainted that *twas his Character to uſe 
no Complements in thoſe Affairs, but what his unbounded Fury dicta- 
ted to him; therefore putting our Horſes into a full Carcer, we with 
our Launces hit each other on the Head: I think my Blow was not 
loſt on him; and for my Part, I own I hardly e er receiv'd ſo fierce a 
one ; but cho it almoſt ſtun d my Senſes, yet the Reſentment my Mind 
ſubtain's. fore'd them ſoon to recover their wonted Strength, and be 
upon their Guard, leſt he ſhould take me at Advantage, which I had 
heard he never ſerupled doing; and indeed ſo I found it, for he was 
turn d, and coming upon me with his Sword drawn, both our Staves 
having been broke at the firſt Encounter; but I was fo ſoon prepar d 
for him, that 'twas hard to determine who gave the firſt Blow; but 
which cer it came from, twas quickly follow'd by a ſecond; and in- 
deed, ro ſpeak with Juſtice, I 8 that for a Time the Combat 
was well maintain'd by both; he being a Man of much more than com- 
mon Valour, and I muſt needs allow wou'd be very worthy Admira- 
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tion, but that, as 1 faid before, he beſtows it ſo liberally upon him. 
ſelf: In the Seuſſte, we chang'd Places, and his Horſe happened to 
ſtumble full upon the broken Part of my Spear, which was ſtuck into 
the Ground, and running into the Heart of the Beaſt, he immediately 
drop'd down dead, which obliged his Maſter to diſmount, who 
threaten'd, if I did not do the ſame, he wou'd purpoſely give my 
Horſe the ſame Fate, which Fortune had accidentally given to his : 
I greatly ſcorn'd to take any the leaſt Advantage, and therefore in a 
Moment put my ſelf upon a Level with him; and now our Combat on 
Foot began with fo much Fierceneſs, as promis'd a very bloody End, 
when there came riding cloſe by us the fickle Pamphilius, whom J had 
deliver'd, with about a dozen arm'd Men following him; before 
him, upon a Palfrey, he drove the fair Dido, that Lady who was fo 
eager in her Revenge, and gave me ſo particular an Account of the 
Occaſion of it; but now it was his Time, which he made uſe of with ſo 
much unmanlike Cruelty and inhumane Barbarouſneſs, whipping her 
with Wires, and other Inſtruments of Cruelty, which he had provided 
for that Purpoſe, that T was greatly mov'd with Pity and Indignation, 
and therefore deſir d Anaxius that we might defer our Combat till an- 
other Day, and now join in puniſhing that Tyrant, and delivering the 
Lady out of his cruel Power: But he diſdaining any Dictates bur thoſe 
of his own furious Paſſion, told me he wou'd not have me harbour a 
Thought of eſcaping in that Manner, or at leaſt poſtponing for ſome 
Time my Fate, for that he would not delay it one Moment; but that 
after he had deftroy'd me, he might poſſibly go and reſcue her. I was 
pretty well perſwaded the Fight would not be put to ſo ſhort an Iſſue 
as he imagin'd, and therefore being determin'd, if poſſible, to deliver 
the poor unfortunate Dzdo, I gave him a pretty ſharp Blow, and with- 
our ſtaying for a Return, flatly run away from him towards my Horſe, 
who was trotting ſo faſt, that he gave me a good deal of Trouble, 
having the Weight of my Armour to carry in going after him: As I fol- 
low'd him, Anaxixs follow'd me, tho his proud Heart ſo much dif. 
dain'd that Exerciſe, that T quickly out-run him, and reach'd my Horſe ; 
but not without being a good deal aſham'd at having a Number of Coun- 
try People, who happen'd to paſs by that Way, hollow and hoot after 
me, as at the erranteſt Coward that ever ſhew'd his Shoulders to an 
Enemy. When I leap'd upon my Horſe, which 1 did with a great deal 
of Agility, they cry'd out, Do but ſee the Daſtard, how Fear gives 
him Wings; but without regarding their raſh Judgments, I rode back 
to Anaxius, and aloud promis d him, that the Moment I had reliey'd 
the injur'd Lady, T wou'd return ; but he abuſing me with all the in- 
jurious Words his Malice cou'd invent, or his Contempt produce, I 
{aid no more, but aſſure your ſelf, Anaxius, I neither apprehend your 
Force, nor value your Opinion; and ſetting Spurs to my Horſe, I made 
the utmoſt Speed ro Pamphitius ; but the Spectators thought I only 
meant to conyey my ſelf from the Fury of Anaxius; which Opinion 
| I was 
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k wid ſo OY of, by the Mocks and Jokes they paſs'd upon me. all 
the Way I went, chat I was more than once tempted to turn back and 
convince them, at Anaxius Coſt; how wrong they Judge, vio are 


guide by Appearances. 


But the Reflection of the Lidy' ; Miſery, 0 erballane d ks Value 1 
had for my own Reputation, and determin d me to purſue my Waß 
towards her Relief; and after fix Hours very hard Riding, through 
Woods and F qadits. and fuch wild Places, that I think I was more 
oblig'd to my Horſe for hitting the right Way, than to my own 
Knowledge, a little before Night I overtook them, near an old 
ruſty-looking Caſtle, where I perceived they meant to finiſh their un- 
manly Task; for they had already began to ſtrip her of her Cloaths. 
When I came up to them, and running the firſt I met through with 
my Launce, the Juſtneſs of the Cauſe fo inſpir d me againft the reſt, 
that in lefs Time than I had been fighting with Anaxius, J quite de- 
liver'd her from thoſe injurious Wretches, and ſent moſt of them to 
the other World, to witnefs that Villainy can't always eſcape Puniſh- 
ment even in this Life, As for Pamphilins, the Moment he ſaw me, 

 heretird to the Rereward, and there kept for the more convenient a- 
voiding any Dangers that might enſue. After I had ſecur d the de- 
ſtin d Victim of his Spight, who was ſome Time e'er ſhe cou'd be 
perſwaded that the Danger which ſo near purſu'd her, was entirely 
vani{h'd, ſhe told me, that after J had before deliverd her as ſhe. 
was returning to her Father's, attended with but a flight Rerinu&; 
too ſoon depending upon the ever tardy Honour and feign'd Recon- 
cilement of Pamplulius, that he follow'd her, and killing her Servants, 
convey d her in the Manner I faw to that Place, where he meant to 
put her to the moſt ſhameful and torturing Death, before the Eyes of 
her own Father, to whom he had already ſent the direful Meſſage; 
that from his Caſtle Window (for that adjoining one it ſeems be- 
long' d to him) he might behold the killing Sight of the Deſtruction 
of his only Child: But, continu d ſhe, the Sight of you, for he im- 
mediately knew you by your Armour, made him ſlack his Cruelty to 
me, and prepare for his own Defence. I think my felf, reply d I, 
Madam, infinitely happy, that T have been the Means of preſerving 
ſo much Beauty from the Ravages of ſuch an ungrateful Wretch, and 
ſo unworthy of its Influence. But the Night grew ſo faſt, that it pre- 
vented us from further complementing, and obliged me to think of ſome 
Place to repoſe in, and fpend the Remainder of it ; which the Lady 
obſerving, with a good deal of Confuſion in her n ſhe thus ad- 


dreſs d me: 


How much, moſt . Knight, 1 am obliged to you, is far be- 
yond the Power of Words to expteſs, ſince this is now the ſecond 


Time that I have been incebted to you for nothing leſs than Life; 
which : 
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which Generoſity, be aſſured, I ever ſhall remember; 20 in Return, 


my Gratitude wou'd pay thar Life you have preſery'd, if it cou'd be 
of Service to you; but all I can at preſent ſhow, is to deſire you 
wou d this Night make my Father's Caſtle a Place of Refuge from 
Night- wandring Villains, in which this Country much abounds, and 


who make it their Livelihood to commit a Midnight Murder on ſſeep- 
ing Innocents: But as the Regard T have to your Safety, obliges me 
to make this Requeſt, ſo the ſame Regard makes me aſham d and 
griey'd to bring you to a Place where Truth, not Ceremony, neceſſi- 


tates me to ſay you will not meet an Entertainment in the leaſt De- 
gree fit for your Merit. Upon that, ſhe told me; that tho' it was her 
Father, yet with Grief ſhe muſt let me know, that tho? he was in Poſ. 
ſeſſion of as plentiful a Fortune as any Man in that Region, yet he 
was ſo miſerably covetous, that ſo far from enjoying the Conveniencies 
of Life, he wou'd ſcarce allow himſelf common Neceſſaries, for fear 
of wanting that Store, for which alone he thought it deſirable. This 
miſerable Humour, continu'd ſhe, deſcended ſo much to me, that at 
laſt it drove me to put my ſelf under the Protection of a Woman of 


Quality, belonging to this Country, where I fell into all the Evils I 


have ſince ſuſtained, and which have been a laſting Reflection on my 
ſelf and Family ; but my Father, finding I was provided for without 
being any Expence to him, was contented to bear the Infamy which 
we both ſuffer'd from the malicious World upon that Account; which 
tho' it. wrong'd me in many Things, yet I muſt own in ſome J gave 
Occaſion for their Cenſure. I wiſh your Worth may bring him to pay 
you that Reſpect which is due to your Merit, and the great Obligati- 
ons for which I ſtand indebted to you ; but as I have very little Hopes 


of that, all I can promiſe you, is a Shelter from the Dangers of the 


Night, and as ſincere a Welcome from =; as I fear your Entertainment | 
will be bad from him. 


I thank d her for her obliging Offer, and told her Iwou'd very vilingly 
accept it; for as Hunger and Fatigue were, in my Opinion, the only 
Things that coud make Food and Reſt agreeable, ſo no Entertain- 
ment cou d want Elegancy that had thoſe two Attendants. Upon this, 
without further Delay, I went with her to the Caſtle, which ſeem'd a 
very ſecure one, moted round, and ſtrongly built; the Bridge was 
drawn up, which made it ſome Time before we cou'd make the mi- 
ſerable Wretch hear us, or at leaſt vouchſafe an Anſwer :* Indeed he 
wou'd have admitted his Daughter, more J believe becauſe ſhe bore 
that Name, than any paternal Tenderneſs he had for her; for tho' 
had that Moment reſcued her from Death, yet he look'd upon me as an 
Incumbrance : But at laſt he was prevailed upon, and in we went: I 
muſt own, I never car d for being an unwelcome Gueſt, and therefore 
wou'd have turn'd back, but her Entreaties prevail d upon me. The 
wretched Cremes, for that was her Father's Name, came to us, with 

withered 
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withered Limbs and ſhaking Head, half turn d to Earth already, al- 


cho? ſo fond of heaping more, he ſcarce wou d give me Thanks, for fear 


1 ſhou'd expect Reward ; but with a hollow Voice, giving me a 
more hollow Welcome, I cou'd obſerve, by the Looks he gave his 
. Daughter, that the Uneaſineſs of entertaining me, fully ballanc'd the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing her in Safety. When we had paſs'd the Court, he 
brought us into the Houſe, which ſeem'd the very Picture of Want 
and Beggary, tho' the Outſide cou'd well have promis'd berter Furni- 
ture: The Attendants were anſwerable to rhe reſt, being only a Set 
of booriſh Fellows, cover'd with Duſt and Sweat, which he ſaid was oc- 
caſion'd by their Labour and honeſt Induſtry : In ſhort, all the Prepa- 
rations for Food and Reſt were perform'd in ſuch a ſlovenly Man- 
ner, as without any other Motive wou'd have made one deteſt Co- 
vetouſneſs, as a beaſtly and loathſome Vice. The Niggard himſelf 


talk d of nothing but Poverty, thinking it poſſible that I might prove 


ſome young unthinking Spendthrift, who, taking the Advantage of 
my Services, wou'd upon the Strength of them become a Borrower : 
In ſhort, the whole Man was ſuch a Maſs, as his worſt Enemy cou'd 
not wiſh him a greater Curſe, than to be ſtill himſelf: But his Gueſt, 

for that Night, T was oblig'd to be, and he conſtrain'd to ſhow me a 
little falſe Civility ; but every now and then I cou'd hear him maun- 
dring at his Daughter, and bitrerly warning her never more to trou- 
ble him with ſuch expenſive Company. His Behaviour ſhock'd her 
ſo much, that ſhe begg'd to know my Name, in ſome Degree, per- 
haps, that ſhe might know to whom ſhe was oblig'd ; but more, x 


really think, with Hopes, that if I provd of that Conſequence which 


ſhe imagin d it might poſſibly make even his brutiſh Diſpoſition ſof- 
ten, and treat me in a more reſpectful Manner: She preſs'd me fo ear- 


neſtly, and being then entirely at my own Diſpoſal, J inform'd her 


who I was ; which Knowledge was not receiv'd with more Joy in her 


Countenance, than her bruriſh Fathers; which I obſery'd by a deceit- 


ful Smile that wrinkled up his wither d Face. 


But the Cauſes of their Pleaſures were widely different: As the 
bloody Butcher and the careful Shepherd may both view a harmleſs 
Lamb with equal Satisfaction, tho' the one's Deſign is to deſtroy, 


the other's to protect; ſo the grateful Diao rejoic'd to find her ſelf - 


oblig'd to one, the Greatneſs of whoſe Birth might well ſet her a- 
bove a Thought of Recompence : But his Satis faction (as J after, to 
my apparent Danger, found) ſprung from a helliſh Cauſe, which was 
the Hope of gaining the hundred thouſand Crowns, which Queen Ar- 
taxia had by Proclamation promis d to any one that would deliver 
me alive into her Power, that ſhe might be reveng'd on me for the 
Death of her Brother Tyridates : This luſcious Bait tempted the ava- 


ricious Villain ſo powerfully, that tho he had twice that Sum lying 


unmoleſted by him in his Coffers, yet he determin d to add to the 
G 8 g | unneceſſary 
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206 Sr Philip Sidney's AR cADIA, 


unneceſſary Heap, at the Expence of his Honour, Gratitude, and eye. 
ry Thing in Life that ſhould be dear to him; and hearing me ſay 


that F intended the next Morning to return directly to the Place 


where J had left Anawius, he fent a Meſſenger immediately to the 
Captain of the next Garrifon ; for tho the Place belong'd to the King 


of Theria, yet knowing the Captain's Prodigality of Temper, which 
made him - laviſh away whatever he could compaſs, and ſo take any - 


indirect Ways of gaining more, he rightly gueſs d, that to go halves 
in the Plunder, he would willingly ſhare in the Treachery ; ; and that 


Night they took their Meaſures accordingly, conſulting where they 


might moſt eaſily ſurprize me; and having agreed upon the Place, 
the next Morning the furly Churl was of a ſudden grown fo ce- 


remonious, that he wou'd needs attend upon me ſome Part of my 


Way, which might have been a Warning to me, if Nature had given 
me the leaſt Tincture of Suſpicion ; ſince the Civility of a Miſer ſel- 
dom proceeds from any Thing bur a View to Intereſt or Revenge; but 
not ſuſpecting, ] ſuffer'd him to pay me the awkward Complement ; 
which he did in fuch a manner, attended by his Set of Clowns, 
mounted upon Cart Jades, rather than Horſes, that if being rich cou'd 


only be the Conſequence of ſuch Husbandry, I ſhou d ſincerely pur 


up my TE that neither "wy Friends or Subjects e'er ſhou'd 


thrive. 


The gentle Dido took her Leave of me with much Reluctance; 
and had ſhe known or guefsd her Father's helliſh Purpoſes, Im cer- 


tain I never ſhou'd have fallen in his Snares: But not having the 


leaſt Thought of his Deſign, T went forward with him; while he, 
innur'd to Wickedneſs, ſmiled in my Face, and talked to me with all 
the Unconcern imaginable, at the very Time he had contracted for 
my Life. We had not travell'd far, e er I was ſuddenly encompaſs'd 


round with a numerous Troop, both of Horſe and Foot, who cry d aloud 
to me, to yield my ſelf to the Merey of Queen Artaxia. They cou'd not 


have us'd worſe Eloquence to perſwade me to it, than that Name, well 
knowing how little Quarter T had to expect from her; and there- 
fore, making Neceſſity my Sword, and Juſtice my Shield, with the 
utmoſt Uſe of my other Weapons, I believe I made a good many 
of them repent their abrupt Attack; who truſting more to their ſu- 
perior Number than their particular Valour, and valuing Money 
more than Equity, were at laſt convinced that Honeſty, tho' nc'er ſo 
weak, ean ſometimes be too hard for ſturdy Guilt, As for the infa- 
mous Author of the Fray, he withdrew himſelf, pleas'd with the 

Thoughr thar he ſore foon behold me made a Prey to his avari- 
eious Views. i 


Aſter oppotig them a good while, 1 grew fo faint and weary, that 


Anger had a muclr greater Share in my Support than Strength, and a 
very 
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very little Time more wou d, in all Probability, have difarm'd me of 
the Power even of exerting That, when my dear protecting Muſidorus 
come unexpectedly to my Relief; who, having trac'd me, as well as he 
was able, after I had left Anaxius, came at laſt to Cremes's Caſtle, but 
| after I had left it; where he found it burn'd quite to the Ground, and 
every thing round it laid waſte and ſpoiled by the Country People ; 
who, all of them hating the ignoble Maſter of it, had taken that Op- 
portunity, when he was abſent, and weakly guarded, to break in, and 
leave ſpeaking Proofs of their Abhorrence of him and his unworthy ava- 
ricious Temper. Maſidorus did not interpoſe, but only enquir'd after mie; 
and being told that I had left the Caſtle ſome Hours before, in Company 
with that Villain, who, they told him, wou'd more than probably lead 
me into ſome imminent Danger, he ſtaid for no further Information, bur 
ſpurring his Horſe, flew with the Wings of Friendſhip to my Aid, and 
found me drove to the laſt Extremity; but the bare Sight of him re. 
viv'd my fainting Spirits, renew'd my Strength, and doubled all my 
Courage; and as before I had entirely given over all Thought, but 
that of boldly meeting a noble Death, I was now inſpir'd with the 
Hope of glorious Victory; as who indeed cou'd doubt, and the great 
Muſidorus by his Side: How much he did to ſerve me, and with what 
manful Valour he diſperſed my Foes, wou d, in every Particular, be 
worth your Hearing, and give me infinite Delight in the repeating; but 
for fear of ſwelling my Narration to too great à Bulk, let it ſuffice, 
what the united Courage of Mankind coud prompt them to imagine, 
his ſingle Arm perform d. Eo 
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But notwithſtanding that, how their prodigious Numbers might, in | 
the End, have dealt with us, is not eaſy to be known, had not we | , 
been parted by the accidental Coming of the King of Iberia, Father to | 
the deſerving Plangus; who, not being ſo far advance d in Age as to quit 
his rural Exerciſes, was at that Time following a Merlin that he had 
caſt a Hawk after, and by Chance led him to the Place where we 
were treated in this injurious Manner: He having a great Number of 
Courtiers in his Train, was immediately known by the Soldiers to be 
their King, which made them immediately ſtay their Hands. 


As ſoon as he came up to us, he enquir d of the Captain the Cauſe 
of this Outrage; who, being aw'd by his Preſence, confeſs d the real 
Truth: He was greatly enrag d that ſuch cruel Violence ſhou'd be of- 
fer d in his Country, to Men of our Condition; but more ſo, as it was 
done upon Account of his Niece, ro whom (tho I muſt ſay with grear bY 
Injuſtice) he bore a mortal Hatred, becauſe, as he imagined, ſhe ſup- | 1 
ported Prince Plangus againſt him: For this Reaſon, he order d the oi 
Captain's Head to be preſently ſtruck off, and the wicked Cremes to | 
be lrang d; tho? I did my utmoſt to gain his Life, thinking ic Miſery 8 
enough for him to ſubſiſt and be himſelf; but to anſwer his Character | 
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Ve Philip Sidney Axe 4514, 


to the laſt Moment of his Life, neither the Death of his Daughter, 


who was promiſcuouſly deſtroy d with every thing elſe that belong d 
to him, nor his ignoble End, did half ſo much affect him, as the Lo 


of his Coffers, and the burning of his Houſe, which he bewailed with 


the moſt moving Exclamations, all the Way as he was led to Executi. 


on; which much more excited the Laughter, than the Commiſeration of 


the thronging Spectators. 


This Piece of Juſtice being finiſh'd, and we ſer free, the King with 
Princely Generoſity invited us to Court; which we accepted, and 
were entertained ſo Royally, as I ſhall always own the Obligation ; 
tho' in the End his Civilities led us into a very troubleſome Affair: For 
after we had been there ſome Days, curing our Wounds, and making 
Enquiries after Anaxius, who had left the Country, boaſting in every 


Place how he had made me quit the Field, we were introduced to Queen 


Andromana, whoſe Character your beantdous Siſter painted in ſuch 
lively Colours, that J need not tire you with the Repetition. This 


Woman had made herſelf ſo abſolutely Miſtreſs of her Husband's Hu- 
mour, that at firſt he did not care to manage any thing without her 


Directions, and at laſt had ſcarce a Power of doing it; till at length, 
giving entirely the Reins to Indolence, he follow'd nothing but his 
Pleaſures, leaving the whole Conduct of the State to her Diſpoſal ; 
which might have prov'd a Help and Bleſſing to his Age, had ſhe been 
poſſeſs d of that heroical Spirit which ſome Ladies may juſtly boaſt ; 

but as ſhe behav'd, it was the greateſt Curſe that cou'd have light on 
him: His Subjects having ſo many Years been us d to obey her Power, 
it wou d have been very difficult for him to re- aſſume it; ſo that either 


content with that mean Submiſſion, or elſe not caring to exert himſelf 
to throw it off, he ſuffer'd every thing to be at her Diſpoſe, and hard- 


ly knew what was tranſacted in his own Apartments, but as it was re- 


lated by her Inſtruments. 


After we were introduc'd to the Acquaintance of this wicked Wo- 
man, ſhe grew intimate with us, e' er we had Time, had our Will been 
cer ſo good to ſue for that Honour: Were we a Moment out of her 
Apartment, a Meſſenger was diſpatch'd to ſeek us, and we never cou'd 
be ſure of an Hour to our ſelves without an Interruption. It was ſome 
Time Cer we ſuſpected what was at the Bottom of the more than com. 

mon Complements ſhe paid us; for as ſhe' never was particular to ei- 
ther, we cou'd not imagine ſhe meant any thing more than general Ci- 
vility ; bur the Violence of her Paſſions diſdaining any Reſtraint, and 
finding us flow of Apprehenſion, at leaſt to her, ſhe came directly to 
the Point; and hurry'd on by her impetuous Inclinations, told us in 
plain Terms, (after having in vain us'd many indirect Methods) thar 
ſhe had the urmoſt Regard and Paſſion for us both ; that there was'not 


any thing in her Power which ſhe wou'd not do to gratify it, uſing a 
thouſand 
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thouſand ſubtle Arguments to influenee us; but withall reminding us 
how far her Power extended in the Realm, and how greatly ſhe was 
capable of revenging any Neglect; but rather inſinuating, that ſhe had 
more the Power than Will to do it: Till at laſt, we being quite re- 
coverd of our Wounds, and fit to travel, when ſhe ſaw us make all 
neceſſary Preparations for that Purpoſe, ſhe began to renew her Impor- 
runities. Indeed, ſhe ſcorn'd to add Hypocriſy to her Guilt, but open- 
ly, before us both, avowd the Contention, which ſhe ſaid aroſe in her 
Mind, between the lively Brown of Muſidorus Completion and mine, 
which her Partiality enticled Fair. Her Eyes, like a luxurious Glut- 
ton's at a Feaſt, wander d from one to t other; each Sentence which ſhe 
utter d, began with Mu/idorus, and ended with Pyrocles ; and finding 
what a Friendſhip there was between us, ſhe had the Aſſurance to de- 
ſire us to be an Interceſſor to each other for her prepoſterous Hopes; 
often wou'd ſhe, fighing, wiſh that ſhe might be the Angle, where the 
Lines of our Friendſhips might find a Centre, and the Loadſtone that 
might more powerfully attract us to her, and to each other. Believe 
me, my Soul's eternal Hope, I ſhou d not expoſe this Lady's Weak- 
neſs, or be half ſo particular in relating the Advances ſhe made to us, 
but to convince you that no common Beauty cou'd have ſubdued my 
Reſolution, nor any Charms leſs powerful than yours have preyail'd 
oyer me, tho' cloath'd in the becoming Dreſs of Kindneſs. Therefore, 
my Angel, think I am not wholly unworthy of the Favour which you 
have ſhewn me, ſince IJ am not to be prevail'd upon by any light or 
ſenſual Paſſion, To this Digreſſion, the beauteous Creature anſwer'd 
only wich a Smile; and he proceeded : When the Queen had try'd her 
utmoſt Arts to gain us, and found them flung away on both, her Love, 
if at leaſt it might deſerve that Name, was converted to the moſt in- 
veterate Hate; and as ſhe knew ſhe had the Power of putting her Re- 
venge in Execution, ſhe was reſoly'd, ſince 'twas impoſlible to gratify 
her Love, to ſatiate that; and therefore contriv'd to have it told the 
King, that we in private were contriving to undermine his State; 
which, he knowing what ſtrange Succeſſes we had had in the King- 
doms of Phrygia, Pontus and Galatia, was the more eaſily prompted 
to believe: Beſides, he had not us'd himſelf ro look further than the 
Surface into any thing, but always left the Proof to his injurions Wife; 
who, uſing her Authority according to the Dictates of her Humour, 
and not with the leaſt regard to Juſtice, immediately order'd us to 
be ſeiz'd and put in Priſon, having firſt by Treachery, while we 
ſlept, depriv'd us of our Arms; tho had not Confinement made us ſen- 
ſible that we were Priſoners, we cou'd not have imagind our ſelves to 
be ſo, for every thing about us was provided with all the Luxury ima- 
ginable; which the Queen had order d, hoping, I ſuppoſe, by that to 
ſoften our Minds, and make them fitter for thoſe Impreſſions ſhe de- 
ſir d to inculcate; and the more to forward her wicked Purpoſes, our 
place of Durance was almoſt adjoining to her Palace, that ſhe might, 
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210 Hr Philip Sidney? ARCADIA, -- 
with the more Security, at all Hours, come to us unobſery'd : At 
length, finding how vain her Flatteries prov'd, ſhe began to try the 
moſt inveretare Threats. How to behave in ſuch a Strait, we knew 
not, or how to brook ſuch undeſerv'd and mean Captivity : To ſubmir to 
her Deſites, and ſo wrong that Prince to whom we were oblig'd for Life, 
our Nature much abhor'd ; and to accuſe her to him of that Paſſion 
which we inſpir d, was what we eſteem d almoſt equally diſhonoura- 
ble; and yet there was no Mean between theſe two Extremes to free 
us. Tt wou'd be much unfit for me to offend your Ears with the looſe 
and obſcene Manner ſhe made uſe of to draw us to her Lure, while 
Eagerneſs wou'd bring into her Checks a Colour that might well re- 
ſemble Modeſty ; and Heat of Conſtitution teach her Eyes a down-caſt 
Languiſhment, which, to the Unobſerving, might paſs for ſhy Simpli. 
city: But all her Arts were far from affecting us in the Manner ſhe de- 
ſignd ; and we continually aſſur'd her, that we wou'd never conde- 
ſcend to anſwer her Paſſion at the Expence of her Husband's Honour, 
to whom we ow'd ſo many Obligations. Finding us ſtill harp upon 
that String, ſhe went to him, and ſo prevail'd upon the good old Man, 
and work'd him up to ſuch a Pitch of weak Credulity, that he ſent us 
his expreſs Commands, to act in every thing as ſhe directed, little 
imagining that inſtead of-our plotting againſt his Government, ſhe 
was contriving to overthrow his Honour: But when ſhe found his 
Folly rais'd our Pity, and thar Obedience did not follow, ſhe then 
began to treat us with the moſt unhounded Tyranny, too ignorant to 
know that Love is a free Agent, and ne er on any Terms will be con. 
ſtrain d; but all her Malice cou'd not work us up to turn Accuſers, ot 
betray her to the King, tho' we ſuffer'd the utmoſt Anxiety for being 
fore d to waſte our Time in ſuch unprofitable Idleneſs. & 


But while we were employd in regretting the Time paſt, and 
doubting what was to come, Love, which in the whole Courſe of my 
Life, as I think, made it his Sport to poyſon me with Roſes, and 


then as unaccountably heal me with Wormwood, contriv'd a Way to 


remedy that Evil we labour'd under: But tho' he brought me out of 
that Diſtreſs, yet the Conſequences proved ſo fatal, that while J have 
the Uſe of Memory, I muſt regret the being ſo deliver d, and eſteem it 
a greater Miſery than Deſtruction. The King had by this Queen a 
Son, who being then but green in Years, yet fill d the Nation with Ex- 
pectation of his ripening Glories: This Youth was brought up by his 
Parents, and receivd by the inconſtant People, as Succeſſor to 


his Father's Crown, every Way deſerving of it in himſelf, tho 


unworthy, in reſpect to the Injury done to the ever noble Plan- 
gus, whoſe high Deſerts were now either forgotten, or ungrate- 
fully remember d; all Men ſpreading their Sails to the favourable 
Wind, which blew with ſprightly Gales upon the Fortune of this 
young Prince. Whether their Hearts were ſo truly attach'd to him, 
is hard to ſay; but his Intereſt fill d their Mouths, and all they now 

cou'd 
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cou'd ſpare the injur'd Plangus, (who a few Years before hey look'd 
on as their only Champion and Defender,) was the poor Relief of 
unavailing Piry. This Palladius, for that was the Prince's Name, was 
deſperately in Love with a young Lady, who was educated in his 
Father's Court, call'd Zelmane, Daughter to that undeſerving and un- 
happy Prince, Plexertus, that you have ſo often heard me mention, 
and whoſe Name I oftner muſt make uſe of, tho' ſeldom, I fear, to 
his Advantage. He being unſettled in his Throne, left his Daugh- 
ter, for her greater Safety, with Queen Andromana, to whom by the 
Mother's Side he bore the Relation of a Brother, and therefore was 
more willing to entruſt her with the Care of his darling Child: 
But as Love is not always to be accounted for by Reaſon ; fo, tho' 

Palladius had every Perfection to recommend him, yet con's not this 
Lady bring her ſelf to give him a Return to that Paſſion, which he 
ſo ſincerely profeſsd for her: His hard Fortune he bore with that 

Degree of Pain, which is incident to a deſpairing Lover; but be- 
cauſe he wou'd not entirely give himſelf up to that conſuming Paſſion, 
he purſued her with unwearied Conſtancy, hoping that Time might 

make ſome Alteration in his Fayour ; till our accidental coming to the 

Court put an End to it, which ever muſt exact of me the utmoſt Sor- 

row and Regret, and more than 1 can well either * Words or Tears 


— expreſs. 


For ſo malicious was the Influence of my Stars, that this unhappy 
Lady (like ſome who are too prodigally liberal, and take more Plea- 
ſure in making unneceſſary Prefents, than diſcharging their juſt Debts) 
choſe rather to beſtow her Love on me, where twas ſo far from 
being merited, that it came unſought for, than to return that gene- 
rous Paſſion Palladius pay d her: And as tis very natural for a ſin- 
cere Affection to ſympathize in every Thing with the Occaſion of it, 
ſo Zelmane was grown a Partner in my Cares; ſhe felt my Chains, 
and ſhard in my Captivity ; a thouſand Ways ſhe rumour'd in her 
Mind to give me Liberty, and conſequently mitigate her own Unea- 
ſineſs: But all ſeem d ineffectual, till ſhe derermin'd to make Palla- 
dius of the Party, he being ſo far engag' d as to pay a blind Obedi- 
ence to her Commands, never conſidering the Nature of them; but 
the Moment ſhe made it her Requeſt, he usd his utmoſt Influence 
with his Mother to procure our Liberty: Indeed, ſhe told him that 
Compaſſion was the only Source of her Anxiety, on our Accounts ; 
which he, poor Soul, believd, and acted on that Foot; but all his 
Intereſt with his Mother, (and her Tendernefs for bim was what a 
Parent ought to feel, howe er ſhe err d in other Points,) cou'd not pre- 
vail, and he was reduc'd to gain by Sttatagem, what he found open- 
ly he never ſnou d effect; and being often allow d to viſit us, for our 
Reſtraint was intermitting, according to the Ague of her Paſſion, he 
took an Opportunity to deliver us in the following Manner: 

The 
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The Anniverſary of the Queen's Marriage was every Year, by the 
doating Fondneſs of her Husband, publickly ſolemniz'd, and the fawn- 
ing Courtiers always took that Opportunity of paying their particu- 
lar Compliments, prolonging the Rejoicings, and doing her all the 
Honours they were able; and as no Diverſion was more grateful to 
the People, or more noble in itſelf, than Juſts perform'd both with 
Sword and Lance, they maintain'd that Amuſement a whole Week to- 
_ gether, that Nation being particularly skill'd in that Exerciſe, and ſo 
famous, that it drew together the Excellent in that Art from all 
the neighbouring Countries, ſome of whom came to contend, others 


to learn, and all of them to admire. 


But that parricular Time, it happen'd that ſeveral famous Profeſ. 
ſors of that Diverſion came from the Court of Helen, Queen of Corinth, 
a Lady whom Fame was ſo particularly deſirous of honouring, that 
ſhe borrow'd the Sound of all Men's Voices to join in Conſort with 
her Trumpet, and proclaim it to the World ; for as her Beauty had 
long indiſputably bore the Prize from all the Fair Ones who ſtood 
within the leaſt Compariſon, (the two inimitable Siſters of Arcadia 
being infinitely beyond all ſuch Degrees,) ſo has her Government 
found an equal Veneration in all Men's Judgments, as her Beauty in 
their Eyes; for coming by Right of Birth, a Woman young and fair, 
to govern a People, by Nature mutinous and proud, and always 
us d before to be hard rul'd and guided by the Sword, yet did ſhe 
for ſome Years ſo artfully behave her ſelf among them, that the De- 
licacy of her Sex more rais d their Admiration than Contempt; and 
tho' almoſt all the neighbouring Countries were embroil'd in Wars, 
and ſeveral of them retaind old Grudges to Corinth, ſo that every 
Body expected their Fury wou'd terminate there; yet ſhe ſo wiſe- 
ly manag d her Affairs, that the Threatners always ſubmitted to the 
Threatned : Her People, by her wiſe and prudent Conduct, even 
in Peace, experiencd the Arts of War; her Courtiers were flat- 
rer'd into Knowledge ; and through the ſmooth and ſlippery Ways 
of Pleaſure, inſenſibly convey'd into the neceſſary tho rugged 

ones of Learning: In her Ladies were united the uſual Oppo- 

ſites of Chaſtity and Love; for by continual martial Exerciſes ſhe 

made the common People, without the Expence of Blood, Profi- 

cients in the Myſteries of War : The general Sports of her No- 

bility tended ro the Improvement of their Minds ; and the Behaviour 

of her ſelf and Ladies, plainly ſhew'd their Chaſtity was not built either 

upon Pride, or Self. Opinion, but ſtood upon ſuperiour Merit in their 
Lovers: In ſhort, her Court was eſteem d the Receptacle of Love and 

Virtue; and in her ſelf were join d the different Attributes of Venus 
and Diana. This Character, for which I am oblig'd to Fame, my 

Eyes as yet not having been bleſs'd with beholding that merito- 

rious 


WIRE! | 
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rious Fair ; I take more Pleaſure in repeating to you, who are acquaint- Wl 
ed with her, that you may, by her Example, reflect that Folly is not 1 | 
always the Source of Love, nor Reproach the Conſequence ; for ſure- Fi | 
ly never any Woman ever gave her ſelf more entirely up to his Domi- Witt 
nion, than ſhe has done ſince her Acquaintance with your Couſin, the "mm 
brave Amphialus ; and yer her Wiſdom is not call'd in Queſtion, nor WIN 
her Honour in the leaſt Degree blemiſh'd : And how indeed can it be N 
elteem'd a Reproach to Wiſdom, to diſtinguiſh Merit; or any Flaw in e 
Goodneſs, to love it, when diſtinguiſh'd 2 And what can more exalt and n 
prove a noble Soul, than to be conſtant in a well: grounded Choice? Wl! 
But as at that Time the Queen's particular Paſſion was not ſo publickly e 
known as the unhappy Fate of Philoxenus, and her Purſuit after Am- 1 
phialus has ſince made it, ſhe ſeem d to have Leiſure to ſend ſome of 10 
the moſt approv'd of her Nobility in the Skill of Chivalry, who might I 
bring her at leaſt the Knowledge, and more than probably, the Honout 4 Hh 
of the Triumph. For the firſt three Days they behav'd ſo gallantly, hi 1 
that they bore the Palm away from all the Court; which Palladius 0 
much regretting, and yet having never wore Arms himſelf, and ſo in- WH 
capable of redreſſing it alone, he prevail'd upon the Queen, in order to Wille! 
regain the Honour of her Nation, to admit us Two to have the Uſe of i Mi 
our Horſes and Armour, that with our Aid he might endeavour at re- e 
trieving their loſt Honour. This ſhe agreed to; but firſt obliging us „ 
by Oath to go no farther than her Son, nor ever to abandon him; | | 8 
which Caution ſhe took with equal View to the confining us, as file bl | | 
Son's Safety; and for the more Security, ſhe plac'd a Guard at ſome e 
Diſtance, that they might take Care we went not beyond our appointed e 
Limits. In Complaiſance to the young Prince, whom we ſaw had a We 
particular Regard for us, we accepted the Propoſal, and the fourth | 1 
Day we came into the Field; where the Manner was, that in the Morn- + fn 
ing we ſhould run a Tilt one after the other, and in the Afternoon . = 
engage in a broad Field, in the Manner of a Battle, till either the —_ 
Strangers, or the Knights belonging to the . got the l 

* 
» The firſt that ran was a Knight, whoſe Device was the Picture of 


himſelf in Chains, led by a fair young Maid; the Motto Ive forgot; 
but againſt. him came an Jerian, whoſe Manner of Entring was with 
Bagpipes inſtead of Trumpets; a Shepherd's Boy ran before him for 
a Page, and on each Side of him were half a dozen Men, who carried 
his Launces, dreſs d in the Manner of Shepherds, tho the Stuff of 
their Cloaths was vaſtly rich; each Launce was order'd ſo as to re- 
preſent a Sheep-Hook. The Reaſon, as I after found, of this Dif. 
guiſe, was to compliment a Lady that was preſent, *who had enjoin d 
him to come in that Manner. There were ſeveral more Knights came 
into the Field that Morning, but it would be an unneceſſary Digreſſion 
to particularize them all ; ler ir ſuffice, that T inform you the Corint hi- 
I ans 
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Flight, forgetting her State, and ſubmitting all her Modeſty to the 


_ herſelf, that we were paſt; the Conſines of her Dominions before ſhe 


his Prince of Life: We ſeeing him fall, and conſcious that we were the 
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ans, that Morning, as they had done the preceding Days, gain'd the 
Victory; Palladins neither ſuffering us, nor engaging himſelf till the 
Afternoon, when we were to fight in Troops, diftering in nothing 
from a real Battle, byt that the Sharpneſs of our Weapon's Points 
were taken off. In the Tryal, the brave Palladius, led on by Mufti 
dorus, and à little aided by me, behaved To gallantly, that no one 
wou'd have gueſs'd it was his firſt Eſſay ; and both that Night and 
the ſucceeding Day, the Honour was wreſted to the 1berian Side; till 
an Hour being arriy'd, which he thought proper for our Delivery, he 
calld aloud to us to follow him, which welcome Summons we imme- 
diately obey'd; and the Guard not daring to interrupt his Paſſage, 
we follow'd him upon the Spur to a little Cottage in a neighbouring 
Foreſt, which he thought wou'd be the fitreſt Place to unſuſpected Reſt, 
until we cou'd go beyond the Reach of his Mother's Fury, which he 
was no leſs eager to ſecure us from, than to give Proof of his Obedi- 
ence to Zelmane. ITT. | 


The Queen being inform'd; (as I after heard) by the Guard of our 


Violence of her Paſſion, flew. from her Throne, and call'd about for 
ſome Body to attend, upon her, for that ſhe herſelf wou'd follow us; 
but being quite o'ercome with the Vehemence of her Rage, ſhe ſpake ſo 
confuſedly, that for a long. Time no Body underſtood what ſhe meant; 
and it was ſo long e er her. Exceſs of Paſſion. wou'd ſuffer her to explain 


cou d reach, us: But in the Kingdom of Bythinia ſhe overtook us; and 
without any. Regard: to Shame or Danger, having about a hundred 
Horſemen with her, ſhe ſtrait commanded: them to take us alive, and 
not mind either her Son's, Threats or Promiſes; which at firſt they at- 
tempted to do by fair Means; but finding that ineffectual, they try'd 
Force; but neither their Eloquence nor Arms were of any Signification, 
for Prince Muſidorus exerting himſelf in a manner almoſt incredible, 
withſtood them ſo artfully, that in Effect we had gain'd the Victory, 
without the Expence of Blood on either Side; when Palladius, heated 
with the Fight, and enrag d againſt his Mother, both for her Injuſtice and 
Indiſcretion, flew amongſt the Crowd, and one of the Queen's former 
Lovers, that ſhe had diſcarded ſince our Coming, having an imperfect 
View of him, and taking him for one of us, being determind to re- 
venge the Loſs of his Miſtreſs, with a traiterous Blow at once deprivd 


innocent Occaſion of his Death, judge whether Rage or Anger miglit 
not, in ſuch a Caſe, be term' d Juſtice and laudible Revenge; and ſo 
much it influene d us, that almoſt in a Moment we ſent the Souls of 
_ of his Subjects to wait more faithfully upon him in the other 
Worl| * | | 


During 


* 
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Beem all this Encounter, Andromana, ſtrengthen d by Diſdain, 
aid ſupported by the Violence of her Paſſion, ſtay'd at a little Di- 
ſtance to wait the Iſſue; but when ſhe ſaw us light from off our 
Horſes, which we did to ſee if any Care cou'd reſtore the unhappy 
Prince, ſhe flew up to us with all the Madneſs of diſappointed hope- 
leſs Love; but when ſhe found it was her Son that we were employ'd 
about, and that all our Care was inſufficient to recal his fleeting 
Life, then did her Guilt begin to reflect upon itſelf, and the Terror 
of ſo ſhocking a Misfortune ſety'd as a Mirrour to repreſen the Foul- 
neſs of her Crime; and finding the Accident had only heighten'd our 
Dereſtation of her, and that all her Entreaties for our Stay only 
ſery'd to confirm our Refolution of Departing, cut off from the leaſt 
Gleam of Hope, and robb'd of every Thing in Life that cou'd make 
it ſufferable, ſhe ſnatchd the Dagger from her Son's lifeleſs Courſe, 
and e er we were in the leaſt aware of her direful Purpoſe, ſtruck it 
to her Heart : And now Compaſſion began to play its Part in ours ; 
and conſidering my ſelf in ſome Degree the Cauſe, tho the innocent 
one, of both her Guilt and Miſery, I left Maſidorus to the vain Care 
of Palladins Body, and went to her; but ſhe had given her ſelf the 
Blow with ſo good a Will, that it was paſt all Cure, and I cou'd be 
of no Uſe but to receive her dying Words, which were full of Impre- 
cations on her hapleſs Fate and ill-judg'd Paſſion, wiſhing, that if e'er 
I liv'd to prove Love's Force, it might, if poſſible, drive me to worſe 
Extremities than ſhe had ſuffer d. With this Curſe ſhe clos'd her Eyes, 
leaving: me to the Conſequence of her nne, 


The Noiſe of the right, and the dreadful Iſſue of it, being by the ; 
Country People blaz'd abroad, ſeveral Noblemen, with their Retinus, | h 
came to us; and finding that the Injury was firſt offer d to us, after 11 
hearing the Story, they ſuffer d us to purſue our Journey; but firſt 1 


we recommended to their noble Pity thoſe Royal Bodies to be con- WH 


vey'd to the King of Veria; which they giving us their Promiſe to 
ſee perform d, we departed. 
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22 all rhis while looking eatneſily upon her Pyrocles, ob: 10 
ſerv'd the falling Drops unſummon d flow from his beauteous Eyes, kl 
at the Remembrance of Palladins ; - and all unartful as ſhe was, her 1 
Innocence made no Scruple of drvies chem with her Kiſſes, which | [0k 
rais'd him from his lethargick Grief, and made him pay © wah back | bl 
with Intereſt on her Lips; at which ſhe bluſh'd, tho guilty Wiſhes 38 

cou d find no Room in her chaſte Boſom, or give a Cauſe for Shame; „ 


yet Virgin · Modeſty raisd a Confuſion in her, which ſhe ſtrove to 
hide, by again repeating the Occaſion; for to conceal her Bluſhes 
from the obſerving Lover's Eye, ſhe join'd her Checks to his, which 


tempted him to leave his Subject, and fall upon another Theme | 1 
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but with ſo ſweet an Awe ſhe check'd his Tranſport, and coth. 
manded the reaſſuming his Relation with ſo majeſtick and rigorous 
an Air, that he knew not how to dare to diſobey her, tho' his 
contending Paſſions fain wou'd have rebell'd; but ſhe again inſiſt. 
ing upon the Concluſion of his Story, he compos'd himſelf, ag 
well as he was able, and proceeded : When, continued he, we had 
left this melancholy Scene, we had not rode far, &er we ſaw fit. 
ting upon the ſcorching Sands, a fair young Lady; and tho the Sun 
was then near his Meridian, and conſequently caus'd a very hot Refle- 
ction, yet the Anxiety of her Mind ſeem'd to render her inſenſible of 
any Pain or Inconvenience her Body might endure; and fo attentiye 
was ſhe to her Sorrows, that we came near enough to hear diſtinctly 
what ſhe ſaid, without being perceiv'd ; ſhe fate for ſome Time per- 
fectly motionleſs ; but of a ſudden, as if her Woes were grown too 
big to be confin'd within the narrow Limits of her Boſom, ſhe burſt 
into the following Exclamation: Falſe and inhumane Man! Why muſt 
my Life be made thy Sacrifice? To die a Martyr to thy Eaſe, I ſhou'd 
eſteem a Happineſs, but for thy Hand to give the Blow, is double 
Murder: O Pamphilius! Have I deſervd ſuch Uſage 2 How often 
didſt thou ſwear the Sun ſnhou'd loſe his Brightneſs, and the cumbrous 
Mountains frisk and skip about, like little wanton Kids, cer they 
ſhould be a Witneſs of thy broken Vows to me! Behold the Heavens 


5 and Earth preſerve their wonted Order, yet thou art falſe, falſe to a 
= Maid that lov'd, and truſted to thy Truth her All of Happineſs : But 
ö j I am juſtly puniſh'd for my weak Credulity ; as well might I have 
Ut hop to graſp the Wind, or ſtem the Flowing of the impetuous Seas, 
. 5 add2Zãs fix thy roving Mind: Fool that I was, not to be arm'd againſt 
5 | thy ſoothing Flatteries, and warn'd by the Example of fo many 


Wretches as thy deluding Arts have made. O why did the all. gracious 
Powers create their Creatures with ſo much Frailty, and ſo little Rea- 
ſon, to repel it! Twas Vanity, that great Ingredient in unhappy Wo- 
men's Compoſition that undid me: I thought J ſhou'd have Power to 
fix the Wanderer, and charm him into Conſtancy ; J was not ſatisfied 
with ſeeing others periſh by his Wiles, but muſt my ſelf be making the 
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| I fad Experiment : But after all my Injuries, my Tenderneſs ſo far preyails, 
1118 that were it in my Power, he ſhou'd not be unhappy, tho he's falſe. 
it! This Favourite of his Heart, this Darling Baccha, ſhou'd give him all 
il the Satisfaction he has robb'd me of; but well T knew ſhe will a thou- 
i on ſand-fold revenge my Wrongs, and be as falſe to him as he has been 
| to the undone and loſt Luczppe ; but cruel Maid, remember his Breach 
Ri of Faith to others will be a vain Excuſe for thine to him, therefore 
..=- preſerve it to him, and may the Almighty Powers keep him free 
Wl from thoſe Sorrows and Agonies of Heart which he has heaped 
| * 
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By * Sup of her Words, 1 found this was the very Lady that 


the falſe Pamphilus had contracted himſelf to, and by it work d up his 
former Miſtreſs to that Height of Rage and Indignation which I before 

recited; and being curious to know what was become of him, I went up 
to her, and after ſpeaking to her in the gentleſt Terms that I was Maſter 
of, I begg'd her to inform me. She anſwer d, in a very obliging Manner; 
and as ſhe knew that his imprudent and unjuſt Behaviour muſt unavoid- 
ably publiſh her Story to the World, ſhe made no Scruple of making me 
_ acquainted with it; letting me know, that neither her Merit, which in 
all Appearance ſeem'd to be very ſuperiour, nor the Sufferings he had 
undergone on her Account, which generally the more indears one to 
an innocent Cauſe, cou'd ſecure his wavering Inclination ; but:that the 
very Night before his Nuptials with her were to be folemniz'd, he 
was publickly married to that Baccha, whom J heard her name; a Wo. 
man, which I had before been told was one of the moſt e den 


Proſtitutes in all Ala; joind to that, ſhe was poſſeſs'd of ſuch a 


haughty and imperious Temper, that ſhe never ſcrupled to employ her 
preſent Lovers as Baits to draw in more ; and glory'd as much in the 
Number of her Men, and the Subjection ſhe kept them in, as Generals 
do in a well-diſciplin'd Army; peeviſhly froward, and ſo harden'd in 
her Impudence, that openly ſhe'd avow her Guilt and juſtify it: And 
with all theſe infamous Qualities, nothing to ballance them bur a little 
ſuperficial Beauty, chiefly made up of Art, and ſome flight and wanton 
Phraſes, which ſhe impos'd upon her keeping Cullies, for Wit and Hu- 
mour; yet for this Woman, had the ill.judging Pamphilus given up 


the fair Leucippe, and broke the ſolemn League had paſs'd between 


them; whoſe leaſt Regards, in the Opinion of a worthy Mind, wou'd 
have been more deſirable, than the utmoſt Fayours the other ed be. 
ſtow. The Reflection of the barbarous Uſage he gave to the unhappy 
Dido, added to this laſt Proof of his conſummate Villainy, almoſt 
tempted me to purſue him, and deprive him of that Life which he had 
made ſo vile a Uſe of; but conſidering that his unworthy Partner wou d 
likely give a more compleat Revenge, I determin'd to leave him 
to the Puniſhment of his depray'd Choice; and in Complyance to Leu- 
cippe's Deſire, we convey d her to a Nunnery hard by, which was dedi- 


cared to Veſtal Virgins; where ſhe took the Vow, determining ro ſpend 


her future Years, which her Youth might well perſwade her wou'd be 
many, in bewailing the Wrongs ſhe labour'd under ; yer praying for 
the Happineſs of him who had impos d them on her. 


The next Morning, after we had thus ſettled the fair Unfortunate, con- 
tending with the Sun in Earlineſs, we purſued our Way, and were ſcarce 
got beyond the Proſpect of the high Turrets which graced that ſtately 
Building, when there evertook us a young Gentleman, or at leaſt one 


who bore that Appearance; bur in reality it prov'd to be the fair Ze/mane, 
K k k Plexertus's 
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Plexertus unhappy Daughter, whom itreſiſtible Deſire, unfortunately 
fix'd on me, had hurry'd on to leave the Decency of Dreſs her Sex 
required, arid botrow' the Appearance of a Page; and taking the Op- 
portunity of the Confuſion which the Queen's Purſuit of us occaſion d, 
with cruel Ravage, cutting off her flowing Hair, ſupply d the Place with a 
Head piece; upon her Back ſhe wore-a Shield, and in her Hand ſhe 
held a Launce, which was all the Arms ſhe had: Her little Coat was 
white, ſtudded with Bugles ; her Horſe feem'd full as much as ſhe 
could manage, and yet ſhe appear'd undauntedly to purſue her Way, 
and rode in ſuch a Manner, as plainly ſhew'd that Reſolution was the 
chief Spur that ſhe made uſe of: She came directly up to me, and 
with Eyes that ſpoke no leſs emphatically than her Tongue, begg d that 
I wou'd admit her into my Service, telling me, that ſhe was Son to a 
Nobleman of Iberia, and her Name Daiphantus; that the Reaſon of her 
Requeſt proceeded from a Deſire ſhe long had had of following Arms, 
which her Father ſtill refus'd her; but being taken with my Behaviour 
in the 1berian Court, and perſwaded that I would uſe her nobly, ſhe 
had ſtolen from her Father to follow me. I very earneſtly obſerv'd her 
while ſhe was talking, and could not perſwade my ſelf but that I had 
ſeen her Face before; but the wide Diſtance in the Appearance of their 
Fortunes, made me far from ſuſpecting who ſhe was: However, I 
found ſomething in her that ſtrangely gain d upon me, and without 
the leaſt Heſitation, I took her for my Servant, whom had I known, 
I ſhould my ſelf have been her Slave, and bleſs d the happy Bondage. 
Well did ſhe make ir appear, that no Diligence is equal to that which 
is created by Inclination ; for tho? ſhe was a Princeſs, and educated in 
all the Soſtneſſes of a Court, unapt from the Tenderneſs of her Sex to 
rude Employments, and confus'd in the Hurry of her Thoughts upon the 
unequal Change; yet ſo did Love inſpire and ſtrengthen her, that no 
Prentice Boy, no hird Slave cou'd be more ready to perform any 
Commands that I impos'd, and even to poſtpone them, than that de- 
licate and tender Maid. How often did her Eyes, ſwimming with 

Tenderneſs, tell me that ſhe loved; yer ſo dull was I, and fo unus d 

to the mute Language, that I could not underſtand them; how pleas'd, 

yet timerous, wou'd ſhe look when near me! It often gave me Thought 
to ſee her receive my Orders with Sighs, and yet perform them with 
the urmoſt Chearfulneſs ; ſometimes ſhe wou'd anſwer in ſuch Riddles, 

as I muſt at leaſt have taken particular Notice of, but that I look d 

upon it as owing to her childiſh Unexperience ; but when J have ſince 

reflected on her Language and Behaviour, *twas impoſſible for me to 

avoid accuſing my ſelf of the utmoſt Stupidity, and want of Penetration. 

You muſt, my only Wiſh, forgive me for dwelling ſo long upon this 

Subject, ſince ſo ſtrange a Conduct, and ſo uncommon a Regard as 

this dear unhappy Creature paid to me, commands that the utmoſt 

Reſpect be given to her Memory. 


In 
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Ia this ſervile Manner did ſhe attend upon mie for two whole Months; 
in the Kingdom of By:hinia; in which Time we had brought to a hap- 
py Criſis a long and bloody War, which had been maintain 'd between 
the King of that Place and his Brother; for the ever ſucceſsful Muſi- 
dorus, and my ſelf, dividing between the two Parties, we at laſt 
gain d ſuch Credit with each of them, that we brought the Matter to 
a friendly Iſſue; which being concluded, we determin'd to return 
through 0 Kingdom of Galatia, call d Thrace, to eaſe the Appre- 
henſions of our Parents, who, after the Account of our Shipwreck, 

and many other Dangers we daily proyd, we well knew wou'd have 
but little Peace, till they found us ſafe within their paternal Care: 
But e er we were enter d into that Kingdom, we were guided by the 
Sound of claſhing Weapons towards a pleafant Valley, which was 
inclos'd on either Side with riſing Hills, as if Nature had meant to 
make a conyenient Situation for idle Gazers. From that Place we 


beheld the moſt cruel and gallant. Fight that martial Story ever was 
adorn'd with; for ſome Time we ſtood loſt in Wonder, and then 


again fill d with Delight at the equal Skill and Valour of the Com- 


barants, till ſeeing them almoſt drown'd in Streams of Blood, we 


pallop'd on with a Deſign to part them, but were prevented in our 
Purpoſe by a Dozen arm'd Knights, or rather Villains, who taking 
the Advantage of their extreme Faintneſs, had ſet upon them; their 
common Danger oblig'd them to forget their particular Quarrel ; and 
ſtill high in Courage, tho' low and weak in Perſon, with a little of 


our Aſſiſtance, for we ſoon came up to them, they drove away or 


deſtroy'd thoſe Coward-Murderers, among whom we had the good 
Fortune to take their Principal alive; but going to take ſome Care 
of their Wounds, and to diſarm thoſe two gallant Knights, we found 
them, to the equal Aſtoniſhmenct of us both, to be thoſe famous Bro- 
thers, Tydeus and Telenor, whoſe Story, as we after made that Wretch 


confeſs whom we had taken, was as follows: 


After the noble Prince Leonatus had, by his Father's Death, ſuc- 
ceeded in the Kingdom of Calatia, prompted by his natural Lenity 
of Temper, and forgetting all former Injuries, he received into his 


Favour that Parricide Plexertus; his Goodneſs being as unapt to har- : 


bour Suſpicions, as the other's malignant Nature was prone to give 
Occaſions for them; till at laſt, convinc d by ſpeaking Proofs that 
the ungrateful Wretch deſign d to poyſon him, he wou'd not even then 
ſuffer the Rigour of his Juſtice to get the better of rhe Mildnefs of 
his Diſpoſicion ; bur ſending in private for him, Plexertus, ſaid he, 
it gives me great Concern to find that all my Clemency has no Ef- 
fect upon thy harden'd Temper, and that thou art ſo loſt in Wicked- 
neſs, that my Subjects are neceſſitated to addreſs me to take thy 


Life, as a Security for my own; but when I reflect whoſe Son thou 
art 
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art, J have not the Power to comply with their Requeſts ; and ſince 

poſſibly it may be the Inſtigations of thy Ambition that tempted thee 

to purſue ſuch bloody Purpoſes, I will endeavour to gratify that, and 

try whether that once farisfy'd, it won't put a Stop to thy inglori- 

ous Meaſiires; and in order to it, know that, not far from this 

Place, is the great City of Tribi/ond, which, with the Territory about 

it in ancient Times, belong'd to this Crown, now unjuſtly polleſs'd 

and abus d by thoſe who have neither a Title to the Government, nor 

5 Juſtice or Wiſdom to rule it as they ought: To that Place therefore 
; go, and learn to gratify your Ambition at a leſs Expence, than the 
proſtituting your Honour and Humanity ; for which Purpoſe I will 

ſend you Forces, and reſign all my Pretenſions to your Right; and 

when that is done, ſet your ſelf to the Study of Virtue, and if poſſi- 

ble learn to acquire that only ſolid Good on Earth. 8 


Plexertus, joining falſe Excuſes with falſer Promiſes, very willingly 
embrac'd this Offer; and ſending Poſt for thoſe two Brothers, who 
were at that Time with us defending Erona's Cauſe, chiefly by their 
Aſſiſtance, if not entirely, he gain'd the Conqueſt over thoſe fair 
Dominions ; and they being the greateſt Inſtruments, it gave them 
ſuch Authority, that though he had the Title, yet in Effect they had 
the Government, the whole Nation ſhewing them particular Honours, 
as having given Demonſtrations how much they merited them; a 
1 great many of the People too imagining That a very effectual Way 
Wil of paying their Court to Plexertus, ſince he had ſuch infinite Obliga- 
„ tions to them; while they, aſſured of their own Sincerity, openly 
5 | received all the Addreſs which was paid to them, not in the leaſt ſu- 
„ ſpecting Plexertus wou'd envy them any Power, ſince they had 
given him. Demonſtration, that the greateſt Pleaſure they had in it 
| a was the exerting it for his Service. | 
j 


But that was thinking (as they did in every thing) much too ge- 
nerouſly of him ; for his narrow Mind knew no Way of judging others, 
| but by itſelf, and therefore always believ'd that no One's Views cou'd 
Wi go beyond their own Intereſt ; and finding the two Brothers had ſo 
ll! | much the Power of injuring him, his ſuſpicious Temper ſtrait con- 
ö | cluded that the firſt Opportunity wou'd ſee it done; yet dreading their 
1 Valour, and the Regard his Subjects held for them, he durſt not openly 
1 attempt to remove them; and to take any ſecret Method to deſtroy 
8 them, was equally impracticable, being always follow'd by a nume- 
rous Train, which their Merit draw'd ro them. After he had reyolyed 
both theſe Ways in his villainous Imagination, and agreed them in- 
effectual, he concluded that ſome Stratagem muſt be form'd ; and pitch- 
ing upon one the moſt horrid and inhumane that e'er was thought 
of, he delay'd no Time to put the execrable Thought in Practice; 
which was laid in this Manner: The new King of Pontus and he 
| had 
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had never had any great Friendſhips paſs'd between them, ſince lie 
join'd againſt him with us atid Leonatus, which the two Brothers were 
very ſenſible of ; and therefore he had an Opportunity of laying his 
Story the more plauſibly ; and ſending for each of them ſeparately, 
he told them, that the King of Pontus had privately ſent him a Chal- 
lenge, and tho' it was not altogether ſo anſwerable to their Grandeur 
to act any Thing ſo clandeſtinely, yet he had fo far engag'd his 
Word, that 'twas impoſſible for him to think of going back. Having 
thus laid the Train, he let it paſs till the appointed Day drew near, 
when, pretending to be ſeiz d with a ſevere Illneſs, he again call'd rhe 
deſtin'd Victims of his ungenerous Surmizes, but ſeparately as be- 
fore, and conjur'd them to take his Place, which they very readily 
conſented to; but making them both pledge their Oaths not to de- 
liver the leaſt Tittle of it even to each other. When this was done, 


he told Tydeus that he ſhou'd know the King of Pontus by his being 


in blue Armour, and bid Telenor expect him in a black: After that, 
he ſubtily contrived to make Tydens go in black, and Telenor in 
blew, directing them to go ſuch different Ways, that 'twas impoſſible 
they ſhou'd meer each other till they reach'd the appointed Place; 
where both promis'd to be ſilent, for fear the King ſhou'd diſcover 
it was not Plexertus; and there he order'd thoſe Murderers to lay 
in wait, that which ever of thoſe valiant Men furviv'd, they ſhou'd 


deſtroy : He did not care to truſt more; and he thought them too 


few to conquer ſo much Courage, till weaken'd and quell'd by each 
other's Force. PD 


This Account we chiefly learn'd by the Leader of thoſe Villains, 
after the Death of thoſe two inimitable Brothers, whoſe Affection to 
each other equall'd the reſt of their meritorious Qualities ; it ſurely 
wou'd have affected the moſt harden'd Breaſt to have heard their mo- 
ving Exclamations, when they came to know each other, and find 
that their Wounds were not only paſt all human Help, but even given 
by each other; bewailing one another in the moſt tender Words, and 
feeling the Agonies ten thouſand times more ſharp in each other than 
themſelves ; curſing their own Hands, and wiſhing they had rotted 
off e er they had been guilty of the execrable Crime; lamenting their 


miſ-ſpent Time, in ſerving ſuch a horrid and ungrateful Monſter, and 


condemning the Depravity of their Judgments, in believing he cou'd 
be juſt ro them, who knew not how to be ſo in himſelf; adviſing us 
to be very careful how we plac d our Friendſhips upon any Baſis but 
innate Virtue, ſince the longeſt Acquaintance, join'd with mutual Se- 
crecies, and the higheſt Obligations, were nor of ſufficient Weight to 
bind a ſavage Nature; no Man being capable of making a ſincere 


Friend that was not poſſeſs d of juſt and faithful Principles. In this 


bewailing Manner they ſpent their few remaining Moments, each of 
them, while there were the leaſt Remains of Hope, entreating us to 
LI diſtegard 
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diſregard him, and beſtow our Care upon the other; but when they 
had the melancholly Aſſurance, both from themſelves and us, that our 
utmoſt Care was vain, they begg d us to convey them near each other, 
and cloſely embracing, and begging that Pardon from each other 
which they deny d themſelves, they left us griev d Spectators of their 
Deaths, leaving few Men behind them of equal Merit, had they but 
ſoon enough known to fix their Friendſhips on a more worthy Cauſe. 
We immediately had their Bodies convey'd'to the next Town, which 
was Bythinia ;. and there after we had learn'd from the Ringleader of 
the Aſſaſſins, the ſad Occaſion of their Deſtruction, we had him by 
a publick Execution ſecurd from being guilty of any more ſuch 
Villainies. | 5 N 


All this Time the poor Daiphantus ſeem' d to labour under the 
moſt cruel Agonies; which, tho her Looks confeſs d, I was much ſur- 
priz d to find the Affairs, as I thought, of perfect Strangers affect her 
wich ſuch a deep Concern, eſpecially after the firſt Shock was over: 
But indeed ſhe had a cruel Cauſe; for the Regret her noble Nature 
ſuffer d for her Father's Villainies, and the Anxiety ſhe underwent for fear 
the Deteſtation which I had fo juſtly conceiv d againſt him ſhou'd ex. 
tend to her, whenc'et I came to know whoſe Child ſhe was, ſo ſenſibly 
affected her, that het Spirits began hourly to decay, her beauteous Co- 
lour faded, and in every thing ſhe ſaid and did there appear'd Suſpi- 
cions of the moſt ſevere Deſpair. I often preſs d her to let me know 
the Cauſe of her Diſorder, which ſhe, not more poſſeſs'd of Love than 
Fear, as oft evaded ; yer ſtill ſhe waited on me, and perform'd the 
Duties of a Servant with ſo much Care and Diligence, as might well 
have prov'd, that no Service is half ſo well perform'd, as where Love 
is the Commander. ep ph 


And now we had again determin'd to return and embark for Greece, 
when we were told that the great Otanes (Brother to Barzanes, whom 
Muſidorus flew in the Battle of Six Princes) had invaded the Kingdom 
of Pontus, under Colour of contending for the Crown, which he had 
ſome Pretenſions to, but more in Reality with a Deſire to revenge 
his Brother's Death ; for knowing the Regard we held for that King, 
he rightly judg'd, that when we heard of his being in Diſtreſs, we 

' wou'd not long be abſent, but make our ſwifteſt Way to his Relief E 
which, notwithſtanding, he did not doubt gaining the Victory, con- 
fiding in ſome Degree upon his own Strength and Conduct, but more 
eſpecially truſting to the Valour of two gigantick Men that follow'd 

in his Train, Sons to a Couple whom he had ſlain in that Realm, 
they by Accident being abſent at their Father's Death, and now re- 
turn d, very willingly liſted themſelves in his Service, hating if poſ- 
ſible, with more Inveteracy than he, both us and the King of Pon- 
tus. Upon hearing this Piece of News, we alter'd our Determination 
| | of 
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bf aig to Greece, aud took proper Meaſures of meeting chere as 


ſoon as poſſible; but in the Interim an Accident happen d, wh . | 


(unleſs I were diveſted of all Humanity) as often as I reflect upon, 
muſt wring my Heart with Grief, and ſuffet me to feel Affliction even 


in your Preſence. 


The poor Daiphantus y pon the Journey was taken exceeding ill; 
yet ſo far did ſhe conquer the Delicacy of her Conſtitution, that ſhe 
' wou'd not ſubmit to the Confinement of her Bed, but waited upon me 
with her uſual officious Tenderneſs ; till one Day, as we drew pretty 
near Pontus, we met a Courier, riding in great Haſte, to ſeek Zydeus 
and Telenor, whoſe Deaths the Meſſenger was as yet unacquainted 
with ; it ſeems he had been their Servant, and knowing the great Re- 
gard they had for Plexertus, he was going to inform them that he was 
then in the utmoſt Danger of a cruel Death, unleſs their Valour timely 
reſcu'd him. We enquird no further into the Matter, being greatly 
rejoic'd that he ſhou'd now find, to his Confuſion, thar his Politicks 
were as falſe as his Honour, in ſo treacherouſly depriving himſelf of 
two ſuch valuable Friends ; and letting the Meſſenger into the Know- 
| ledge of his Maſters Deſtruction, by the Falſhood of Tlexertus, we 


ſuffer d him to go on his Way. 


But not ſo careleſs an e did this Account make in the ſad 
Daiphantes; for the Grief of that, added to the weak State of Health 
ſhe before was in, flung her into ſucceſſive Swoonings, never coming 
to herſelf longer, than to make the moſt moving Exclamations, and to 
faitit again. This Behaviour rais'd us to the higheſt Pitch of Wonder, 
being far from gueſſing the real Cauſe ; but finding her Illneſs increaſe 
ſo violently upon her, that there was ſcarce the leaſt Hopes of her Re- 
covery, we made all poſſible Haſte to convey her to the next Town; 
but by that Time we cou'd get her into Bed, the Tyrant Death had 
ſent his cruel Harbingers to take Poſſeſſion of chat lovely Form; which 
ſhe perceiving, rais'd herſelf up a little, and ſeeming ſomething more 


relieved at the Thought of her approaching Death, which wou'd free 


her from thoſe Evils that her tender Frame was much too weak to 
bear, ſhe call'd us to her, and deſiring us to draw near the Bed, and 


ſuffer no other Body ro be preſent, with pale tho' lovely Lips, and 


Death triumphant in her Eyes, ſhe ſpoke the following Words: My 
Lords, ſaid ſhe, and more particularly my much-lov'd Maſter Pyrocles, 
let me conjure you to grant me your Attention for a few Moments; it 
s the laſt Requeſt I cer ſhall make you; and had not the Knowledge 
of my inevitable Death work d up my Reſolution, I never ſhou d have 
- acquir'd Courage to declare what I am now going to ſpeak ; the ſup- 
preſſing of which has not been the leaſt Spur to urge me on to this 
brief End of my untimely Days. Know then, thou Miracle of Na- 


dure, brave Dee, your Page Daiphantus is no more that happy 
Creature, 
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Creatiire, but the loſt undone Zelmane, who for your dear Sake influ. 


enc d my Couſin and unhappy Lover, the unfortunate Palladius, to quit 


his Father's Courr, and conſequently occaſion'd both him and my 


Aunt, his Mother, to looſe their Lives: For you I have forgot that I 


was born a Princeſs, and put my ſelf in voluntary Servitude ; and in 
that Slavery thought my ſelf more happy than being Queen of Nati- 


ons; my Love to you made me forget the Shyneſs of my Sex, and 
wear a maſculine Appearance: But judge not hardly of me, or 


think that with the Dreſs T parted with that Modeſty which is the Or- 


nament of Women. For my part I was almoſt thunderſtruck with her 


Relation, and cou'd have curs'd a thouſand times my Stupidity, for 
not before knowing that Face to be Zelmane's, which T had been ſo 
well acquainted with in the 1berian Court; I more than ſhar'd her 
Pains, 1 felt them all, but wou'd not let her ſee my Agonies, leſt ſhe 
ſhou'd be too ſenſibly affected with them; but begg'd her ro mitigate 
her Sorrows, and live to be aſſur'd, that were it in my Power, they 


ſhou'd be more than recompenc'd. 


No, my Lord, reply'd ſhe, I neither hope nor wiſh to live; I know 
ic morally impoſlible I ever ſhou'd be happy in your Love; (with that 
the Tears flow'd from her beauteous Eyes) I am too many Ways un- 
worthy of you ; the utmoſt of my Ambition is, thar this ſtrange Me- 
thod I have taken, may be a laſting Witneſs to your Memory of my 
chaſte Love; and that the Choice T've made, rather to die than ven- 
ture at the diſcovering my aſpiring Paſſion, may convince you, that 
I was not hurry'd on by any looſe Deſires, but prompted by Wiſhes, 

ure and unſully'd, as your own glorious Honour. Believe this of me, 


and T ſhall eſteem my Loſs of Life the greateſt Happineſs I cer enjoy d. 


With that, caſting a languiſhing Look upon me; and I conjure you, 


continued ſhe, by theſe dying Eyes, which only grieve to cloſe, be- 


cauſe that ſhuts your much-lov'd Form for ever from their aching Sight ; 
by all my Sufferings, and by all that Service my tender Paſſion ſtrove 
to render to you, howe er my Power was ſhort, think of me when 1 
am no more, with tender Pity, tho you can't reflect on me with Love; 
and whenever you ſhall make a more deſerving Lady bleſs'd in your 
Regards, if you ſhou'd repeat to her my melancholly Story, treat nor 
my Memory with Scorn, but excuſe my Weakneſs, and mitigate my 
Follies, by telling her that none but you cou'd e er have draw'n me on 


to act fo contrary a Part, and deviate fo far from thoſe ſtrict Paths a 


Maid of Honour ought to tread. Be aſſur d, thou eternal Source of all 
my future Happineſs, that the Words, the Manner of the dear lovely 
Sacrifice, and the Reflection that her Love to me deſtroy'd her, in her 
moſt blooming Promiſes of Beauty and Perfection, gave me ſuch Heart- 
piercing Pangs, that tho I had before prov'd many Evils, and thoſe 
ſevere ones, yet I ne er before was ſenſible how much Sorrow is capa- 
ble of enfeebling the ſtrongeſt Reſolutions; for tho I did my utmoſt 

0 
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to aac my Grief, that the dear Creature might not ſtill he more 
affected, yet I had not the Power to command my Tears, but yielded 
to the Weakneſs, and ſuffer d them to flow, like Torrents, down my 
Cheeks; and ſo ſineere was my Concern; that at thar Moment I 
wou'd, with the greateſt Willingneſs, have e with my Life to have 


given her the leaſt Reliof, 


But 1155 he ſaw my Teats, which 1 had not a Power of 1 
ing, O Heavens! ery d ſhe, how greatly am I recompenced for all my 
Sorrows : I think, my Lord, I now may take the Liberty to make ſome 
few Requeſts ; and flatter my ſelf, that in Regard to the loſt Zelmane, 
you will ſee them punctually perform d. I begg'd her to proceed, and 
be aſſur'd that ſhe ſhou'd be gratify d, tho it were at the Expence of 
both my Life and Fortune. At this Aſſurance, ſhe appear'd greatly 
pleas'd, and ſtruggling to re- aſſume her Spirits, which were juſt upon the 
Point of leaving her: Firſt, rephy d ſhe, my much-lov'd Lord, receive 
my Thanks for this kind Condeſcention; and next, let me intreat that 
you wou'd pardon my unhappy Father, and forget the juſt Abhorrence 
you have conceiv'd againſt him ; and for this once, help to relieve him 
from the hard Extremity which threatens him: I hope his future Con 
duct will be more deſerving. But however, when you reflect on him 
as the injurious and falſe Plexertus, remember alſo that he was Father 
to Zelmane. My next Petition is, That when you are arriv'd at hap- 
py Greece, you will for ſome time aſſume the unlucky Name of Dai. 
| phantus ; (but O] may her Misfortunes never reach you,) and that may 
poſſibly ſometimes bring me to your Memory; and if you can prevail 
upon your noble Couſin, let him be call d Palladius, that I may ar 
leaſt make ſome Recompence to that unhappy Prince; and which 1 
ſurely ſhall in a great Meaſure do, if I can be the Cauſe of his Name's 
ſurviving upon the Earth in fo excellent a Perſon ; and by this Means, 
between you both, I ſhall reſt ſatisfied, that your faithful, tho' unhap- 
py Page, will ſome time (with a Sigh verhavs) be mention d. The laſt 


Trouble I have to give you, is, That you wou'd ſee me buried ob- | 


ſcurely in this Place, not ſuffering my Friends to know my Fate till 


you are return'd with Safety into your own Nation; and then I beg 
you will ſuffer my Bones to be convey'd thither, and laid in a conye- 


nient Place, where you may ſometimes make a Viſit co my ſad Re- 
mains. How ſmall were theſe Requeſts, in Comparifon of what ſhe 
merited from me? And yet ſhe thought them of ſuch Conſequence, 
that ſhe made me ſolemnly ſwear to the Performance of each Particu- 
lar : And then with a laſt Embrace, often conjuring me not to charge 
her with Lightneſs or Wantonneſs of Heart, ſhe in my Arms reſign'd 
her weary Soul, pure as the happy Place it went to prove; leaving me 
as full of Agonics, as Compaſſion, Gratitude and Sorrow, all united, 

cou'd work up in any honeſt Heart ; and had nor my better Stars re- 


ſeryed me wholly for you, I ſurely chen ſhou'd have begun to love; 
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nnd what was ſtill more ſtrange, my Paſſion wou d have been lighted 
up, when that of other Lovers is cxſtinguiſh'd; I mean in the cold Arms 
of Death. But what will make it much leſs ſurpriſing, is the Reſem- 
blance ſhe bore to you, tho' ſhe came as ſhort of your Perfections, as 
her own dying Beauties were inferiour to her more ſprightly Charms; 
yet ſome Similitude there was between you, which when I firſt ſaw 
your Picture, brought her Idea to my Mind, and made my Heart as 
apt to receive the Impreſſion, which the heavenly Powers decreed your 
Tnfluence ſhou'd occaſion, as your Beaury had an irreſiſtible Power of 


making it. ; 


After I had a little recover'd the firſt Shock, I gave Orders for her 
Funeral, attending it my ſelf, but after the moſt private Manner, ac- 
cording to her Deſire; and then made Enquiry after her Father, of 
whom we learn'd for Certainty, that if he was not ſpeedily reliev'd, he 
wou'd be paſt all Help: Upon hearing this, we determin'd to divide 
our ſelves, I, in Juſtice to my Oath, and the Memory of Zelmane, 
to aid Plexertus, and Muſidorus to aſſiſt the King of Pontus, who ſtood 
in no leſs Need of preſent Help; and being ready to take our Leaves 


of one another, there came a Meſſenger from him to let us know, 


that depending upon our Coming, he had appointed a Combat, and 
fix d a Day for the Performance of it, by him and us, againſt Otanes, 
and the two Gyant Brothers; and at ſuch an unlucky Time was the 
Day prefix d, that it was wholly impoſſible for me, both to relieve 
Plexertus and be there, where my Honour was not only ſo far engag d, 
but by the Malice of my injurious Fortune, T was neceſſitated to quit 
my Friend, and leave him to apparent Dangers, whom more than Life 
T loved, to go and ſtand by him whom more than Hell T juſtly hated. 
But my Word was given, and to Zelmane ; Zelmane, who was not 
only dying, when ſhe engag'd it, but dying for me; which prevail'd 
more with me, than my Friendſhip to Muſidorus; tho I muſt allow, 
that had much the Precedence of any thing in my Breaſt ; but T was 
the eaſier in diſpenſing with it, becauſe he himſelf inſiſted upon my 
not breaking the leaſt Tittle of my Promiſe upon his Account; and ſo 
with heavy Hearts we parted, more anxious for each other's Safety 
than our own. I took my Way directly to the Place where I under- 
ſtood Plexerius was Priſoner to an ancient Lord, abſolute Governour 
of a well fortified Caſtle, with a large Territory about ir, whereof he 
acknowledg'd no Sovereign but himſelf This Man's Inveteracy to 
Plexertus aroſe from the Death of a Kinſman of his, whom he had 
baſely murther'd; becauſe in the Time that he reign'd in Galitia, he 
found him adhere to the Intereſt of his noble Brother, the brave Leona- 
tus. This old Knight till thirſting for Revenge, for that Purpoſe 
made uſe of a Stratagem, which the following Occaſion offer d ro him: 
Plexertus in his greener Years married Zelmane's Mother, and ſhe dying 
of that Child, left him a young Widower ; and he not being then in 

EY Pioſſeſſien 
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where, with artful Subtilty, he greatly gain d upon the Inclinations 
of Artaxia, which he purſu'd till he was ſent for home by his Father, 
and treacherouſly got Poſſeſſion of his Crown; and in that Greatneſs 
forgot his former Love; till being again deptiv'd of it, and ar laſt 
ſettled in Trebi/ond, and hearing that Artaxia, by her Brother's 


Death, was become Queen of Armenia, he purſued her mote ſtre« 


nuouſly than ever; which this old Knight being inform'd of, he 


forg'd a Letter, and ſent it as from Artaxia, wherein he appointed 


him to come in the moſt ſecret Manner immediately to her Court, 
and that ſhe wou'd' repay his Journey with her ſelf and King- 
dom: Tho this was a very unlikely Thing, ſhe having made pub= 
lick Proclamation, that ſhe wou'd never marry, except it was with 
ſome Prince that wou'd give ſure Ctedentials that he had deſtroy'd 
us; yet Plexertus, vain of his own Merits, and poſleſs'd of very 


little Penetration, bit greedily at the Bait, and as privately as poſſi- 


ble took his Meaſures to make the utmoſt Speed rowards her ; bur 
in the Way he was met by this Knight, who was by much the beſt 
attended, and prepar'd to give him a rougher Entertainment than he 
at firſt expected; for laying hold of him, he chain'd and convey d 


him to his Caſtle, where he condemn'd him to the moſt cruel Death, 


if any thing that is but Juſtice may bear that Epither ; for throwing 
him into the moſt loathſome Dungeon, he. let him know that his 
Life was to be prolong d but till an appointed Day, at which Time 

he wou d deliver him to be devour'd by a monſtrous Beaſt; of a for- 
midable Shape and Size, arm'd like a Rhinoceros, ſtrong as an Ele- 
phant, fierce as a Lyon, nimble as a Leopard, and cruel as a Tyger; 
this Beaſt he had kept in a ſtrong Place from his Youth, and now 


thought there could not be a more equal Match than ſuch a beaſtly 


Monſter, and ſuch a monſtrous Tyrant; but withal, ordering a Pro- 
clamation to be iſſued out, that if any Body had ſo great a Re- 
gard for him, as to venture their Lives againſt this Beaſt in his ſtead, 
if they overcame, he ſhou d be redeem' d; and by this Liberty, he 
thought to entrap the great Tydeus and Telenor ; for knowing the 
Friendſhip they had for Plexerius, he did not doubt but they wou'd 
engage for his Reſcue, and ſo be firſt deſtroy'd ; his Hate to them 


being full as inveterate, becauſe they had been the principal Inſtru- 


ments of the other's Power. 


I am very certain, that had Zelmane foreſeen what Dangers my Pro. 
miſe wou'd have led me into, ſhe wou'd much ſooner have let her 
Father periſh, than have engag'd me in ſuch a terrible Adventure; 
but my Word was given, and I detetmin'd at any Rate to make it 
good: And indeed the Hardneſs of the Enterprize was much rather a 
Spur to forward me, than a Bit to reſtrain me, Well knowing that 


the Road to higheſt Honour lies not in plain and open Ways; there- 
: fore 
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fore going directly to the Place, and taking good Security that if! 
was victorious Plexertus ſhou'd be freed, I undertook the Com- 
bat; and in ſhort, not to affect your tender Nature with. recounting 
the Particulars of ſo terrible an Engagement, ſo predominant at that 
Time was my good Fortune, that without any dangerous Wounds, I 
flew the Monſter : Which Action was ſo extoll'd by all the Number 
of Spectators, that there were Orders given to have the Fight, both 
by Sculpture and Picture, celebrated in moſt Parts of 4/ia; and the 
old Nobleman ſo approv'd my Valour, that upon it he grounded a 
ſincere Friendſhip for me, only lamenting that it had been employ'd 
to ſave one that he eſteem d a worſe Monſter than that I had de. 
ſtroy' d; whom, nevertheleſs, according to his Honour given, he deli. 
verd, and then went with me to the Kingdom of Pontus; whither I 
went with the utmoſt Speed, hoping ſome Accident might have de- 
lay'd the Day, and that J might poſſibly come time enough for the 
Combar. 5 N 2 


But long &er I arriv d, it had met a final Determination ; for the 
meritorious Leonatus, hearing that two ſuch worthy Friends of his 
were in ſuch imminent Danger, voluntarily offer d himſelf to make a 
third, and indeed behaved very gallantly, and ſo did the King of 


b | of Pontus; but both of them were ſo ſeverely wounded, that the 
| ! N Streſs of the Combat lay upon the inimitable Maſiaorus, who finiſh'd 
Wl it, by the Death of both the Gyants, and the taking Otanes Priſoner ; 
5 of whom, by giving him his Life, he purchas'd a noble Friend, for 


| ſo he gave his Word he ever after wou'd be; and he had often given 
Proof, that he thought himſelf greater in being a Slave to thar, than 
in the Government of all his Principality. 


\., 


KW After the Battle was thus happily decided, there came (chiefly in- 
1 deed in complement to us) vaſt Numbers of the Princes and Nobility 
„ belonging to the neighbouring Nations, and particularly thoſe that 
WH | had been in the leaſt oblig'd to us; as the Kings of Phrygia and By- 
1 thinia, the two Monarchs of Pontus and Galatia, Otanes the Priſo- 
| ner, to whom Myfidorus had given immediate Liberty; to fill the Com- 
i pany, alſo came Plexertus of Trebiſond, and Antiphilus, then King of 
4 Lycia, with Numbers of other great Princes; that altogether, J believe, 
in many Ages that Part of the World had not been honour'd with fo 
Royal an Aſſembly; while nothing was wanting to do us the high- 


1 e eſt Honours, each of them ſtriving which ſhou'd pay us the greateſt 
Wilt Complements ; and indeed many more than my Modeſty wou'd ſuf- 
1 fer me to repeat, or the Time give me Leiſure to deſeribe. 

| [f | But we were quickly weary of this voluptuous Way of ſpending 
1 Time, and therefore addreſs'd our ſelves to make our quickeſt Way to 


Greece, partly to ſatisfy the Anxiety of our Parents; but the princi- 
- | pal 
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pal Cauſe of our Halte proceeded from our being inform'd that 


Anaxius, with open Mouth of Defamation, had been there to ſeek 
me, and had at laſt reach d Peloponneſus, where he went from Court 
to Court making Enquiry after me, behaving himſelf ſo nobly in his 
Way, as might give an Appearance of Reaſon for ſoine People to give 
Credit to his Slanders. Upon this Account, we admitted bur of ve- 
ry ſhort Delays, being deſirous to take this Country in our Way, ſo 
renown'd in all Parts of the World, that no Prince was ever yet ſo 


great, or Beggar cer ſo mean, but that the Fame of it has reach'd | 


their Ears, celebrated for the Produce of every Virtue; bur in nothing 
ſo happy as in the Poſſeſſion of thoſe two Godlike Men, Argalus 
and Prince Amphzalus, except in the Fame of ſuch unexampled Beau- 
ty as you and your Siſter have in ſuch an indiſputable Degree, as 


makes this Nation eſteem'd by every other a perfect Repoſitory for 


all Perfection. Urg'd on by this Motive to come through this Land, 
we determin'd to etnbark at the next Port, to which Place all the 


Company, except Antiphilus, (who pretended that he cou'd not bear 


to be longer abſent from his Erona,) paid us the Compliment of at- 
tending us; at which Place we found a Ship ready riding in the Har- 
bour, waiting our coming, and royally furniſhd by Plexertus Order, 
who had contriv'd every thing ſo convenient both for our Eaſe and 
Safety, that his Care and Management was greatly admir'd by all 
the other Princes: He appear d ſo alter d, as if he were quite another 


Man; Repentance in his Eyes, the Appearance of Truth and Friend- 


ſhip in his whole Behaviour, and the Sound of Virtue continually in 
in his Mouth, which made us not only forgive him, in Regard to the 
Promiſe we had given Zelmane, but begin to have a real Love for him. 
preſs d on by that weak Credulity, incident to Youth, we imagin' d it 
was poſſible he might not have been altogether ſo culpable as he was 
repreſented to us; or at leaſt, we firmly believ d that he was now 
thoroughly ſenſible of his Errors, and by his future Conduct wou d 
make Atonement for them all. When we came to take our Leaves, 
the Princes felt ſo great Regret at parting with us, that even they 
brought their Tears to be a Witneſs of it; but in particular, the vir- 
tuous Leonatus ſhow'd a deep Concern, who, with the King of Pon- 
tus, wou d fain have attended us; but that in Regard to the Concern 
it muſt neceſſarily give to his young Conſort, and the Inconvenience 


their Abſence might draw upon both their new ſettled Kingdoms, we - 
wou'd nor ſuffer it. Whole Fleets were offer d to convoy us; but 


when they found that we deſir'd nothing more than the going in the 
moſt private Manner, they forbore to preſs us; and again making 
ten thouſand Acknowledgments of their Gratitude and perpetual Friend- 


ſhip, we committed our ſelves to the Mercy of the uncertain Winds, 


leaving the 4/iar Shore almoſt lin'd with Princes and their Train, who 


on their Knees implor'd the Powers for our Protection, and recom- 


mended it to their keeneſt Wiſhes ; but none among them ſeem d more 
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earneſt in his Devotions for our Safety than Plexertus, tho, I dits 
venture to affirm, his Heart was far from joining in the Petition, and 
dur Deſtruction took up his greateſt Hopes. : 


After we had faild about two Days, and expected every Hour to 
reach the Land, there came into our Cabbin 4 grave old Man, one 
of Plexertus Favourites, of great Truſt about his Perſon, and whom 
he had ſent with us for our principal Guide; and with a good deal 
of Confuſion in his Looks, mixr with a kind Concern, he began a 
very long Harangue, by telling us, That our Behaviour, our Youth, 
and gallant Actions, had ſo far gain d upon him, that tho' he was a 
Servant ſworn to obey his Maſter, and ſo loved and cruſted by him, 
that to his Knowledge he had committed the moſt important Secret 
of his Heart, and which was with the utmoſt Caution kept from 
the Knowledge of every other's Breaſt, yet being brought ro ſuch a 
cruel Strait, he choſe rather to reveal his pernicious Purpoſes, than 
by concealing them be the Means of deſtroying thoſe for whom his 
Judgment oblig'd him to have the utmoſt Honour. After this he pro- 
ceeded to inform us, (who with Aſtoniſhment wete waiting for the Se- 
quel of his Diſcourſe, ) that Plexertus, determin'd at any Rate to enjoy 
Artaxia, (ſince ſo great a Kingdom as Armenia was annexed to the 
Poſſeſſion of her Perſon ;) had enjoin'd him to murder us &er we had 
reach'd the Porte 'of Greece, charging him to ſurprize us aſleep, and 
without our Arms, knowing that otherways it wou'd be pretty difh- 
cult to get the better of us: But be aſſured, moſt worthy Princes, 
continued he, I wou'd much ſooner make a Sacrifice of my own Life, 
than live to have my Mind oppreſs'd with the Remembrance of ſuch 
a Villainy ; and therefore, were I only in the Secret, you ſurely wou'd 
not want a further Confirmation; but the King hinted his Intention to 
the Captain, putting the Occaſion of it upon an old Grudge, which 
had paſs d between you, without mentioning his Deſign upon Ar- 
taxia: Since, J have let him into the whole Affair, being as then de- 
termin'd to pay a blind Obedience to my Maſter's Will, and think- 
ing him the moſt proper Inſtrument to perform it; but a nearer 
Knowledge 8 your more than humane Excellencies has otherways 
determin d e; and therefore, be firmly on your Guard, and reſt aſ- 
ſur'd, that whatever I am capable of doing for your Safety, ſhou'd 
Things come to the worſt Extremity, T will, with the Venture of my 
Life, perform. After thanking him in the moſt grateful Manner ſor 
his Intelligence, we delay'd no Time, bur arm'd our ſelves ; and from 
that Moment we neither of us ſlept without the other's watching. This 
Precaution delay'd the Execution of their execrable Purpoſes, while 
chey imagin'd it wholly owing to Accident ; but when we came with- 
in half a Day's Sail of the Shore, and they found that their Execu- 
tion muſt be ſpeedy or not at all, in the Night, about the firſt 
Watch, the Captain came to our honeſt Friend, and whifperd him 

| | ns that 


it; but the Captain, who had been bred a Pyrate, and inur'd to Blood 
and Slaughter, ſwore, in a loud Tone of Voice, that if Plexertus had 
enjoyn'd him to deſtroy God himſelf, had he the Power, he wou'd not 
ſtick to do it; and calling his Men, he charg d them in the King's Name, 
to ſecure us either alive or dead, encouraging them with Hopes of plun. 
dering ourStores; which, he juſtly obſerved, would very richly reward 
their Trouble. The Gentleman before-mention'd, according to his Pro- 
miſe, generouſly interpos d, and commanded them to deſiſt from ſo great 
a Piece of Villainy, aſſuring them that he wou'd ſecure them from the 


King's Fury: Upon this the Captain was ſo enrag d, that he cry'd 
out, Nay, if it is come to this, we muſt firſt diſpatch that Traytor, 


and through him make a Paſſage to the reſt; and without any more 


Words ſtruck him a violent Blow upon the Head, which he return'd | 


With equal Fury. 


But now we thought it Time for us to interfere, and rather to en- 
counter them, than ſtay to be firſt attack d; and making up to the 
Captain, who by this Time was environ'd with moſt of the Soldiers 
and Mariners, ſeveral of them, mov'd by the Courtier's Exhorthrions 
and Example, or perhaps pitying our hard Caſe, and doubting whe- 
ther it was the King's Command, revolted to our Side; ſo that in a 
very little Time, from an Aſſaſſination, it was grown to a confus'd 
Fight; the Straightheſs of the Place, the Darkneſs of the Night, and 
the Difficulty in ſuch a Tumult to diſtinguiſh Friends from Foes, made 
us be rather guided by our Swords, than direct them where to ſtrike, 
As to Muſidorus and my ſelf, I think we never perform'd ſo few Ex- 
ploits in any Engagement; for the utmoſt we attempted was the de- 
fending of our ſelyes ; for not being capable of knowing who was for, 
and who againſt us, we choſe much rather to ſpare an Enemy, than 
by an unlucky Blow deprive a Friend of Life. And now the Outrage 
was grown ſo high, that there was nothing heard but Skreiks and 
Groans of dying Perſons ; and at laſt J happen d to engage the Cap- 
rain, but was ſoon forced from him by the Cries of the old Counſellor, 
who receivd a mortal Wound, by a Miſtake, from one of his own 
Party, which made my Help come much too late. 


By this Time, ſome of the moſt Conſiderate among them, began to 
demand a Parley ; but while the Word of Peace was in their Mouths, 
the Inſtrument of Death was in their Hearts, ſo that not one of them 
cou'd hope to eſcape, unleſs by the utmoſt Accident; and therefore, 
every Body was obligd to make room for himſelf, by removing his 
Fellow; ſo that the great Number which late fill'd that floating Man- 
ſion, was reduc'd to an exceeding. few; and of thoſe few, the moſt 
Part were ſo tir d, that they leap'd into the Long - Boat, which was 
faſten d to the Ship; bur while they that went firſt were cutting the 
2 ; Rope, 
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| that they had no Time to loſe, while he ſeem'd to diſſuade him from 
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Rope, ſome others came jumping into it, in ſo diſordetly a Malt 
thar rhey ſank the Boat and every one within it. 


But while the little Remnant of us, like the Children of: ancient 
Cadmus, were continuing to ſlay one another, we were call'd from our 
general Quarrel to attend our general Safety; for whether contriv'd by 
private Malice, or whether it happen d accidentally in the Hurry and 
Confuſion, I know not, but on a ſadden a molt furious Fire broke 
out in ſeveral Parts of the Ship, and in a Moment we were all of us 
as buſily employ'd in reſiſting the common Enemy, as if we neer had 
been ſo to one another; but our Care came much too late, for already 
it had taken Poſſeſſion from che Stern to the Waſt; ſo that after labour. 
ing as long as we were able, ro no ſort of Purpoſe, we were con- 
ſtrain'd to get up to the Prow of the Ship, prompted by Nature to 
preſerve Life as long as poſſibly we cou'd ; it certainly was the moſt 
ſhocking Sight that e er my Eyes encounter d, to behold ſo great a 
Fire as that quickly encreas'd to be, floating in the midſt of the Ocean, 
and in the darkeſt Night, as if it were ſent for no other End but to 
light us to our Deaths. And now the Maſt, which all this while had 
proudly born the Sail, the Wind ſupporting it, as he were pleas'd to 
carry two ſuch Contraries in his Teeth, being at laſt o er- come, 
and fallen over-board, the Fire grew ſo much nearer us, that it was nor 
only terrible, in reſpect of the Deſtruction we every Moment expected 
from it, but inſupportable from the intolerable Heat. Ar laſt, not 
able longer to endure it, we diſarm'd, and ſtripping off our Cloaths, 
laid ourſelves upon ſuch Things as we imagin'd might help our ſwim- 
ing to Land, which was too far for us to think of reaching withour 
ſome Help. After we had flung ourſelves into the Sea, I had ſwam 
but a very little Way, when my Wounds grew ſo painful, that I found 
it wou d be impoſſible for me to reach the Shoar; and ſeeing the Maſt, 
whoſe Tackling had been burnt off, floating quite clear from the Ship, 
I ſwam up to it, and getting upon it found my Sword, which when J 
threw it away, had accidentally caught by a Piece of Canvas, and 
hung to the Maſt. I was very glad of the Purchaſe, becauſe I valu- 
ed it; but much more ſo, when I ſaw fitting at the other End of the 
Maſt, the Captain, that villainous Cauſe of all the Miſchief; who 
having a long Pike in his Hand, had, probably ſupported himſelf with 
that till he had got upon the Maſt; the Moment J beheld him, Villain, 

cry d I, do ſt thou hope to eſcape, hen ſo many brave Men have pe- 
riſh'd by thy Treachery 2 With that, animated by my moſt juſt Re- 
ſentment, I got a-ſtride upon the Maſt, and by little and little went 
up to him; as ſoon as ever he found my Intention, poſſeſs'd of much 
more Courage than Honeſty, he endeayour'd to reſiſt; but in a Mo- 
ment, with a lucky Blow, I put him paſt the Power, act ſent him to 
make that Entertainment for the Fiſhes, which he defign'd T fhould 
furniſh out. As to my I, I remain'd in that melancholy Condition 
till 


into Laconia. 


But what, indeenipred Philoctea, became of your Couſin Mo dorus 2 
Why, reply'd he, unable to ſwim to Shoar, he was, to my eternal 
Grief, devourd by the undiſtinguiſhirg Waves, inſenſible of his ſupe- 


rior Merit. 


Nay, my Pyrocles, retutn d Philoclea, laughing, now I find you are 
a Lover, at leaſt you have given the uſual Proofs of it, deceiving : 
but have a Care you meet not a Detection, for be aſſur'd I have ſome 
Penetration, and can diſtinguiſh a Prince from the Off-ſpring of a 
Shepherd. Life of my Life, and Treaſure of my Soul, reply d Pyro- 
cles, what cer belongs to me, even to the innermoſt Receſſes of my 
Heart, you have as great a Right to know as I, and equally may com- 
mand ; but my Friend's Secrets are not in my Power to diſpoſe of, 
without his Leave; bur ſince you ſeem to be already acquainted witlr 
the moſt important one his Life can ever prove, give me leave a little 
to extenuate the Falſhood, and ſay, Thar if T had urg'd his being loſt, 
I had not altogether been guilty of a Deceit, ſince he has long been no 
more his own; but I find, my Princeſs, you, and your fair Siſter are 
not nearer ty d by the Relation of Blood than Friendſhip, and ſure you 
only can be worthy of each others; in your own Sex I mean. Forbear 
your Complements, cry'd Phzloclea, and purſue your Story till the 
Time of our happy Meeting, for that to me is the only agreeable Part 
of it. thou tranſporting Creature! reply'd Pyrocles, How can you 
thinkſthis dear, this precious Moment, fit to be employ'd in repeat- 
ing an idle Tale? Are thoſe inſpiring Eyes, whoſe every Glance diſ- 
ſolves my Soul in Love and Tenderneſs, to be calmly gaz'd on, like 
diſtant Stars, which give no other Pleaſure but the Sight? Can you 
imagine that my raging Love can always be at my Command, or that 
my Soul can be compos'd enough, in your dear Preſence, to only play 
the Part of an Hiſtorian 2 Think not ſo poorly of my Love, nor tye 
him up to theſe hard Rules, who prefers your Honour far beyond his 
own, and wou'd not even attempt to ſully it, to gain eternal Happi- 
neſs : Therefore, continued he, ſeizing her Hand, permit me, my eter- 
nal Charmer, to take thoſe reaſonable Liberties which inſpire me with 
an extatick Pleaſure, and which the niceſt Maid might ſuffer without 


the leaſt Impeachment to her Honour. No more, my Z£yroctes, inter- 


rupted Philoclea, with a Look of ſeeming Anger, young and unprac- 
tiſed as I am in the Affairs of Love, yet I know that it is dangerous 
to tranſgreſs the ſmalleſt Bounds of that ſevere Dictator, and harder 
much to ſtop, than nor to enter ; therefore ler me conjure you, nay, 
if I have any Power, command you not to let that Paſſion ſuffer the 
leaſt Blemiſh, which very ſhortly will, T hope, receive the Sanction of 
the World. Dyrocles wou'd fain have anſwer d to this Point; bur 
OOO | _ the 
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till I was taken up by Pyrates, and conan them carried Priſonet 
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the Kill interrupted him, by inſiſting upon the Remainder of his Story. 
Nay, reply d he, this is inhumane to the laſt Degree; but at leaſt al- 
low my Thoughts a little Reſpite, and ſince this long wiſh'd-for Time 
muſt be ſo idly ſpent, kill ſome of it with your angelick Breath, ſo ſhall 
the Murder be the leſs obſervable, and Iat leaſt have the Satisfaction 
of hearing the Muſick of your Voice, and not be tyrannically deny'd 
the Gratification of every Senſe : Therefore let me intreat you to in- 
form me how the fair Erona was betray d into ſo much Danger, and 
to what Purpoſe Plangus went in Purſuit of me, I will comply with 
you in this, cry'd Philoclea, ſmiling, provided you promiſe me to 
command your Hands that they give no Interruption. I muſt obey 
you, anſwer'd he, let the Injunction be ever ſo ſevere, I am no longer 
in my own Diſpoſal ; but the Words had no ſooner ſcap'd his Lips, 
| bur his Actions contradicted them; for the Moment ſhe addreſs'd her 
ſelf to ſpeak, he cou'd not, with all his Reſolution, forbear putting her 
Lips to a ſofter Office ; whilſt ſhe ſtruggling to get from him, wou'd 
fain have chid him for the preſumptuous Rapture, but that he ſtop'd 
the Paſſage of her Words ; Nay, cry'd ſhe, how is it poſſible T ſhou'd 
commence my Story, if you won't ſuffer me to ſpeak ? I will, cry d 
he, if it be poſſible, command my ſelf ; but not ſo far, but that your 
Hand ſhall pay me for the hard Reſtraint your Rigour lays me under: 
But there was ſoon an Interruption put to his promis'd Pleaſure, by 
the unwelcome Approach of Miſo, who taking the Opportunity of 
| Baſilius's Back being turn'd, came in great haſte to them, muttering all 
the Way, and telling Philoclea that ſhe deſerv'd to be ſeverely puniſh'd 
for leaving her Mother ſo ill at Eaſe, to entertain a Stranger. Phyloclea 
mildly reply d, That what ſhe did was in Obedience to her Father: 
But Miſo not content with that reaſonable Anſwer, proteſted that if 
| ſhe had Life and Breath, ſhe wou'd do her Buſineſs with her Mother, 
and ſo went directly up to Gynecia's Apartment, whom ſhe found in 
the utmoſt Conſternation, occaſion d by a Dream which ſhe was juſt 
awak'd from. She thought that ſhe was in a Field full of Thorns, fo 
exceeding ſharp, that ſhe cou'd neither bear to ſtand ſtill or go for- 
ward; when of a ſudden ſhe ſaw Zelmane at ſome Diſtance, upon a de- 
lighrful Hill, calling to her to come thither; which when ſhe had done, 
treading over the Thorns with infinite Pain and Anguiſh, ſhe thought 
Zelmane was vaniſh'd, and in her Room lay a dead Corps, which bore 
the Reſemblance of her Husband, and which ſeem'd to caſt forth ſuch 
a noyſome Smell, that ſhe was ready to expire with the Stench of it ; 
when it aroſe, and taking her in its Arms, cry'd, enough Gynecia, 
leave thy unprofitable Labour, here is thy only Reſt. 


| Upon this the wak'd, and call d aloud, with a trembling Accent, 
upon Zelmane; but recollecting her ſelf, and ſeeing her Husband 
by, her guilty Conſcience, more ſuſpecting than ſuſpected, turn'd 
her Enquiry to Philoclea. Miſo looking at Baſilius, as if ſhe wou'd 
ſpeak, 
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ſpeak, tho' het Life depended on it, told her that her Daughter had 


been two or three Hours in private Conference with Zelmane ; and; 


continued ſhe, fo finely ate they taught Obedience, that I cou'd not 
be heard, or at leaſt obſery'd, tho T ſufficiently told her how much it 
was againſt your Royal Pleaſure. O, my Lord, haſtily reply'd the 
Queen, turning to her Husband, what do you mean by truſting theſe 
young Folks to their own Diſcretion, ſo unfit to manage for them- 
ſelves 2 Baſilius, who had not the leaſt Gueſs at the real Cauſe of her 
Suſpicions, took her in his Arms, and tenderly embracing her, My 
Dear, cry'd he, you certainly are much to be commended for this filial 
Care you ſhew towards your Daughter; but, believe me, ic muſt be 


a Youth of other Metal than Zelmane that can injure her. O, but —— 


haſtily interrupted Eynecia, and there ſhe ſtopt ; the Conflict in her 
Mind, between the Force of Love and Rage of Jealouſy, riot ſuffer- 
ing her to proceed: Oft was ſhe juſt upon the Point to gratify the 
latter, and convince Baſilius how much he was miſtaken ; but when 


ſhe recollected how fatal that might prove to her own Love, ſhe ſtill 


paus'd on ; fain wou'd ſhe have prevented her Daughter's Happineſs, 
but knew not how to do it, without at one Blow deſtroying her own 
Hopes: Not able to determine, ſhe haſtily call'd for her Cloaths ; and 
as if her Life had been depending upon her Haſte, weak as ſhe was, 


ſhe left her Bed, and put them on; from which Baſilius, with ſeeming 


Kindneſs, fain wou'd have diſſwaded her, telling her, that ſhe was 
much too ill to venture into the Ait, and that he wou'd not ſuffer her 
to run the Hazard of a Relapſe, by catching Cold : But, deaf to all 


his Admonitions, ſhe continued to dreſs her, which in a few Minutes 


ſhe had done; and leaving Baſilius under the utmoſt Uneaſineſs, (not 
in Reality from his Tenderneſs to her, but becauſe he did not care 
his Daughter and Zelmane ſhou'd be diſturb d,) ſhe diſmiſs d her At- 


tendant, and went towards the Place where Miſo had inform d her her 


Daughter and Zelmane were retir d. 


As ſhe went along, her buſy Thoughts, which never ſince her firſt 
Acquaintance with Zelmane had ſuffer d her to take a Moment's Reſt, 
were all employ'd in ruminating on her preſent hapleſs Fortune; O 
Jealouſy, cryd ſhe, thou Phrenzy of the Wiſe, Offspring of Love, 
tho' Bane of Lovers Happineſs, thou ſelf-tormenting Evil, which ſuf- 
fer'{t for the Faults of others, yet findeſt thy Miſery in their Happi- 
neſs, how near is thy Alliance to every deſtructive Paſſion ; for tho 
thou art the Child of the moſt generous One, yet art thou Parent to 
a Train of Dzmons, which daily haunt my tortur'd Breaſt ; Envy and 
Hate at once poſſeſs me, even Nature is diſplac d by thee, thou Bane 
of human Virtue ; the Happineſs of my once darling Child is now 
become my heavieſt Curſe ; the Beauties of her Face, where once J 
plac'd my greateſt Pride, is now much more" offenſive to my aching 
Sight, than the meagre Repreſentative of Death: How cou'd this ye 

vi 
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vil get Poſſeſſion of my Heart, that Heart, which once was thought 


by the deluded World a Centre for every Virtue 5; nay, even I my 
ſelf have been deceived, I thought I cou'd be fully Proof againſt the 
Attacks of the united Merit of Mankind; but ſo far am J from that 
Degree of Virtue, that I reſign my ſelf e er I am ſud to: Curſe on 
the Thought, to what an Ebb of Pride and Reſolution am I ſunk ; but 
tis in vain to ſtruggle, the Net is fallen; and ſince Reſiſtance will 
but enhance my Slavery, I muſt ſeemingly ſubmit to it; and try by 
Stratagem to gain my End, or make my Grave my Refuge, and loſe 
the Thought of it in the cold Arms of Death. Loſt in theſe cutting 
Reflections, her active Mind o erpower'd the Weakneſs of her Body, 
and made her walk ſo faſt, that ſhe was got up to them &er ſhe 
was aware; who, after Miſo was gone, had deferr d the Remainder 
of their Story to conſult what Anſwer ſhou'd be given to Baſins! 
Philoclea no ſooner encounter'd her Mother's Eyes, in which ſhe read 
the utmoſt Marks of Spire and Jealouſy, but her guilty Conſcience 
fil'd her Cheeks with Bluſhes, which till that Moment never knew 


Occaſion for them: Tho Gynecia's Blood boil'd oer with Rage, yet 


ſo far did her Love o'erpower it, that tho upon Zelmane's Account the 
deteſted and abhorrd her Daughter, yet in Regard to her ſhe usqd 
no more Severity, than with a haughty Air to bid her go immediately 
and attend her Father, whom ſhe had left alone, 


The obedient Fair One made no Reply, but preſently retir'd ; and 
as ſoon as ſhe was paſt their Sight, Gynecia taking her Place, a Com- 
plement Zelmane cou'd well have ſpar'd her, began abruptly to ex- 
plain her deadly Paſſion, when of a ſudden the Noiſe of a confus'd 
Multitude gave Zelmane a juſt Cauſe to interrupt the Converſation ; 
for ſhe was very apprehenſive that ſuch a mutinous Sound muſt pro- 
ceed from ſome dangerous Deſign, and therefore begg'd the Queen 
that they might haſten to the Lodge; bur e er they cou'd get to it by 
twenty Paces, they were overtaken by a rude Sett of Clowns, and 
other Rebels, which, like a violent Flood, were hurry'd they knew 
not whither : But the Moment they ſaw che Ladies, (for Philoclea had 


not yet reach'd the Lodge) enrag d and furious, without Regard to 


their high Quality, or Pity to their Sex, they all flew towards them, 
like conſummate Villains, thinking a Power of doing Miſchief a ſuf- 


ficient Warrant for it; yet hardly were they more in Number than 


Opinion, while ſome cry d, Take them alive; others, Kill; and 
others, Save: But even they whoſe Words had Mercy in them, their 
Actions proved the contrary ; for they hurry'd on with thoſe who 
meant to maſſacre; each one commanded, bur none obey'd; and he 
only ſeem'd their Chief, who had his Commiſſion from the greateſt 


POW: 


Zelmane, 
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 Zelnane, whoſe watchful Courage ever was in Readineſs, drew out 
her Sword, which made ſuch Havock among thoſe unskilful Churls, 
that ſhe kept them ar Bay while the Ladies recover'd the Lodge, out 
of which Baſilius, having put on an Armour, which had long lain by, 
came to prove his Authority among his Subjects, or at leaſt to ſhare 
the Danger with his fair Championeſs, to whom he brought a Shield ; 
bur Zelmane ſoon made them know that even Numbers in a wrong 
Cauſe might be too weak to withſtand what they thought defenceleſs 


Innocence ; for with ſo much Skill and Magnanimity did ſhe manage, 


that while one was retreating through Fear, her Sword perform'd the 
defir'd Execution on his Fellow: But ſoon lier Courage and her Power 
was encreas'd, by the appearing of Dorus, who having been making 
Hurdles for his Maſter's Sheep, heard the horrible Cries of this rude 
Multitude; and unable to judge certainly from what Quarter they 
came, Love ſtrait repreſented to him that his Painela might be in 
Danger; and therefore he immediately went to her Lodge, but found 
that ſhe was retreated into a Cave hard by with Mop/a and Dame- 
tac, who was fo poſſeſs'd with Fear, that at that Time, I dare ſay, he 
wou'd not have open d the Paſſage to his own Father; and leaving 
them there, being aſſur'd it was a Place of Safety, as well for the 


Strength as Secrecy of it, he follow'd where the Noiſe guided him; 


but when he ſaw his Friend in ſuch apparent Danger, Anger and 
Contempt of his ſcoundrel Enemies, made him fly among them with 
no other Weapon but his Sheep-Hook ; and with that overthrowin 

one of the Villains, he took away a two-hand Sword from him, 5. 
at the ſame Time put him paſt a Poſſibility of evef regretting the Loſs 
of it: Then forcing himſelf among the thickeſt of them, and flaſhing 
Darts of Terror from his Eyes, he made them be a Forerunner of 
that Execution which his victorious Arm perform'd ; but the Num- 


bers ſtill encreaſing upon them, weary with conquering, and fearing 


that in the End the Rout might be reinforc'd, and ſo prove too ma- 
ny for them, they judiciouſly retreated towards the Lodge; but 
drew back in ſuch an artful Manner, that the Terror of them till 
went forward. 


But among the Rebels, there was a dapper Fellow, a Taylor by 
Occupation, whoſe Courage being founded upon their retreating, 
began to bow his Knees, and iti a very Fencer-like Manner approach 
Zelmane ; but as he came within Reach of her, flouriſhing his Sword 
about his Crown, Baſilius with a Side-blow directly cut off his Noſe : 
He being in Love with a Sempſtreſs' Daughter, was much more griev'd 
at the Blemiſh than the Smart; and having heard that if it were freſh 
put to, it wou'd cloſe again, he ſtoop'd down to pick it up; but as 
his Hand was on the Ground to bring it to his Head, Zelmane, with 
4 haſty Blow, ſent his Head to meet it; which a Butcher feeing that 
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leaving him to vomit out his Soul in a black Mixture of Wine and 


Pixaxes to the Wall, and Fire to the Gate, to force themſelves an En- 


Number of thoſe Wretches till encreaſing, and their Madneſs in- 
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was next him, he liſted up a great Cleaver, and calling Zelmane all 
the vile Names which his brutiſh Eloquence eou d invent, thought im- 
mediately to revenge the Death of his Fellow; but ſhe dexterouſly 
avoiding the Blow, hit him ſuch a Stroke upon the Side of his Face, 
that ſhe left nothing but the under Jaw, where the Tongue ſtill mo- 
ved, as having a good Will left to rail, but that its Maſter's Remem- 
brance fail'd him: O, cry d out a Miller, who was half drunk, now 
you ſhall ſee the Proſperity of a good Fellow, and with that run with 
his Pitchfork at Dorus; but the Lightneſs which the Wine occaſion d 
in his Head made it go ſwifter than his Feet, and made him fall 
juſt between Dorus Legs, who ſetting his Foot on his Neck, not- 
withſtanding he offer d two Milch Kine and four fat Hogs, by way 
of Ranſom for his Life, thruſt his Sword quite through him, while 


Blood, with his two-hand Sword ſtruck another off at the Waſte, who 
the Night before had dream'd that he was grown into two diſtinct 
Perſons ; and interpreting it that he ſhou'd be marry'd, had bragg'd 
of it that Morning among all his Neighbours : But his Death fo 
aſtoniſh'd a poor Painter who ſtood by, that he grew quite motion- 
leſs; it ſeems he was to draw the Skirmiſh between the Centaurs 
and Lapithes, and had been very deſirous to ſee ſome lively Wounds, 
that he might be the better able to draw the like; and this Morn- 
ing being carried by the Stream of his Companions, the fooliſh Crea- 
ture was overjoy'd at the Effects of their inhumane Blows ; but this 
laſt Accident happening ſo near him, amaz'd him ſo prodigiouſly, 
that he ſtood ſtock ſtill ; while Dorus, with a Turn of his Sword, cut 
off his Hands, and made him return well skilld in Wounds, bur 
unable by the Loſs of his Hands to put that Skill in Practice. 


At laſt Zelmane and Dorus both recover d the Lodge, and gave 
the Rebels only a Face of Wood, which when they found, not more 
furious than they were before, becauſe that was impoſſible, yer more 
outragious ; When they ſaw themſelves baffled, they went out with 


trance. The Ladies were almoſt dead with Fear, and the Apprehen- 
ſions they were in for their dear Zelmane vaſtly encreas'd their Fright; 
and more eſpecially Phzoclea's, who hung about her, and by that un- 
ſeaſonable Fondneſs prevented her taking proper Methods for their 
Safety: But Zelmane finding there was no immediate Way of De- 
fence, and that it was impoſſible to gain Time for Deliberation, the 


creaſing with their Numbers, thought ſhe had nothing left for it but to 
ſurprize them with an unexpected Boldneſs, and by the utmoſt Hazard 
avoid a certain Danger; and therefore opening the Gate, Dorus and 
Baſilius ſtanding ready for the Defence, ſhe iſſued out among them; 
and tho' before ſhe had dealt her Blows in general among them, yer ir 

made 


7 
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made each particular one take time to breath; and coming out before 
they were aware, or in the leaſt thought of it, ſhe ſlip'd through them 
up to the Judgment- Seat, which, according to the Manner of that 
Country, was plac'd before the Gate of the Court. Being ſeated, ſhe 
paus'd for ſome Time, making a Sign to them with her Hand, atid 
then ſpeaking aloud, told them that ſhe had ſomething to pro- 
poſe to them, which wou'd be very much to their Advantage; but 
for a conſiderable Time ſhe was anſwer'd with nothing but Shouts 
and Cries, and ſome of them not daring to approach her, began 
to throw Stones at her; till at laſt a young Farnk 
great Intereſt among the ordinary kind of People, being ſtruck 
with the beautiful Appearance of Zelmane, and hoping ſhe might 
one Day remember his Kindneſs, defir'd them, if at leaſt they 
wou'd be thought honeſt Men, quietly to hear the Maiden ſpeak : 
For Shame, my Fellows, cry'd he, What will all the young Wo- 
men of our Town think, if ſo many ſtout Fellows ſhould ſhow 
themſelves afraid of hearing the Words of a fair young Wench? TI 


ſwear to you, by no ſmall Oath, I had rather forfeit my beſt Team of 


Oxen, than have ſuch a Scandal come among us, or prove our ſelves 
ſuch uncivil Wights. Beſide, to ſay the Truth, I have heard it ſaid 
by old experienc'd Men, that to hear much, and ſpeak little, is ac- 
counted the greateſt Sign of Wiſdom, This ſententious Speech ſo much 
prevail'd, that the greateſt Numbers of them began to liſten ; and 
Zelmane taking the firſt Opportunity of their Silence, with aweful 


Majeſty in her Deportment, and a calm Magnanimity in her Face, 


tho ſeared in the midſt of Perils, ſhe made the following Harangue. 


Gentlemen, ſaid ſhe, It is no ſmall Satisfaction to me, having ſome- 
thing to deliver to you, relating to your own well-being, to find that 
I have to do with Men, which in themſelves appear to be poſlcſs'd of 
the true Spirit of Valour ; which, as it leaves no Violence unattemp- 
ted, while its Appetite is nouriſhed by Reſiſtance; ſo when the Sub- 
ject of their Wrath does unexpectedly put it ſelf in their Power, they 
make ar leaſt ſome Pauſe before they determine cruelly. Firſt then, (be- 
fore I come to the principal Matter which I have to ſay to you) know 
that your Prince, Baſilius, is himſelf in Perſon within this Lodge, and was 


one of the Three whom your unwary Courage lifted a ſacrilegious 


Arm againſt. [This ſhe ſaid to them, not that ſhe at all doubted their 
already knowing it was he, but becauſe ſhe wou'd not have them ima- 
gine that he believ'd they wou'd have lifted an Arm againſt him, had 
they been aſſur d of it.] From him am J ſent, as from a Prince to his 
beſt belov'd Subjects, or rather as from an indulgent Father to his darl- 
ing Children, to know what Grievance tis that thus has moved your 
noble Spirits; what Wrong you have ſuſtain d, or what Injury has been 
oficr'd you; or how he may redreſs your Grievances, which, if real, he 
promiſes to do. This he requires, and indeed commands (well knowing 
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was next him, he lifted up a great Cleaver, and calling Zelmane all 
the vile Names which his brutiſh Eloquence. cou'd invent, thought im- 
mediately to revenge the Death of his Fellow; but ſhe dexterouſly 
avoiding the Blow, hit him ſuch a Stroke upon the Side of his Face, 
that ſhe left nothing but the under Jaw, where the Tongue ſtill mo- 
ved, as having a good Will left to rail, but that its Maſter's Remem- 
brance fail'd him: O, cry'd out a Miller, who was half drunk, now 
you ſhall ſee the Proſperity of a good Fellow, and with that run with 
his Pitchfork at Dorus; but the Lightneſs which the Wine occaſion d 
in his Head made it go ſwifter than his Feet, and made him fall 
juſt between Dorus Legs, who ſetting his Foot on his Neck, not- 
withſtanding he offer'd rwo Milch Kine and four fat Hogs, by way 
of Ranſom for his Life, thruſt his Sword quite through him, while 
leaving him to vomit out his Soul in a black Mixture of Wine and 
Blood, with his two-hand Sword ſtruck another off at the Waſte, who 
the Night before had dream'd that he was grown into two diſtinct 
Perſons ; and interpreting it that he ſhou'd be marry'd, had bragg'd 
of it that Morning among all his Neighbours : But his Death fo 
aſtoniſh'd a poor Painter who ſtood by, that he grew quite motion- 
leſs; it ſeems he was to draw the Skirmiſh between the Centaurs 
and Lapithes, and had been very deſirous to ſee ſome lively Wounds, 
that he might be the better able to draw the like ; and this Morn- 
ing being carried by the Stream of his Companions, the fooliſh Crea- 
ture was overjoy'd at the Effects of their inhumane Blows ; but this 
laſt Accident happening ſo near him, amaz'd him ſo prodigiouſly, 
that he ſtood ſtock ſtill ; while Dorus, with a Turn of his Sword, cut 
off his Hands, and made him return well skilld in Wounds, but 
unable by the Loſs of his Hands to put that Skill in Practice. 


At laſt Zelmane and Dorus both recover'd the Lodge, and gave 
the Rebels only a Face of Wood, which when they found, not more 
furious than they were before, becauſe that was impoſlible, yer more 
outragious; When they ſaw themſelves baffled, they went out with 
Pixaxes to the Wall, and Fire to the Gate, to force themſelves an En- 
trance. The Ladies were almoſt dead with Fear, and the Apprehen- 
ſions they were in for their dear Zelmane vaſtly encreas d their Fright; 
and more eſpecially Philoclea s, who hung about her, and by that un- 
ſeaſonable Fondneſs prevented her taking proper Methods for their 
Safety : But Zelmane finding there was no immediate Way of De- 
fence, and that it was impoſſible to gain Time for Deliberation, the 
Number of rhoſe Wretches {till encreaſing, and their Madneſs in- 
creaſing with their Numbers, thought ſhe had nothing left for it but to 
ſurprize them with an unexpected Boldneſs, and by the utmoſt Hazard 
avoid a certain Danger; and therefore opening the Gate, Dorus and 
Baſilius ſtanding ready for the Defence, ſhe iſſued out among them; 

and tho before ſhe had dealt her Blows in general among them, yer it 
made 


made each particular one take time to breath; and coming out before 
they were aware, or in the leaſt thought of ir, ſhe flip'd through them 
up to the Judgment-Scat, which, according to the Manner of that 
Country, was plac d before the Gate of the Court. Being ſeated, ſhe 
paus d for ſome Time, making a Sign to them with her Hand, and 
then ſpeaking aloud, told them that ſhe had ſomething to pro- 
poſe to them, which wou'd be very much to their Advantage; but 
for a conſiderable Time ſhe was anſwer'd with nothing but Shouts 
and Cries, and ſome of them not daring to approach her, began 
to throw Stones at her; till at laſt a young Farmer, who had 


great Intereſt among the ordinary kind of People, being ſtruck 


with the beautiful Appearance of Zelmane, and hoping ſhe might 
one Day remember his Kindneſs, defir'd them, if at leaſt they 
wou'd be thought honeſt Men, quietly to hear the Maiden ſpeak : 
For Shame, my Fellows, cry'd he, What will all the young Wo- 
men of our Town think, if ſo many ſtout Fellows ſhould ſhow 
themſelves afraid of hearing the Words of a fair young Wench? T 
ſwear to you, by no ſmall Oath, T had rather forfeir my beſt Team of 
Oxen, than have ſuch a Scandal come among us, or prove our ſelves 
ſuch uncivil Wights. Beſide, to ſay the Truth, I have heard it ſaid 


by old experienc'd Men, that to hear much, and ſpeak little, is ac-' 


counted the greateſt Sign of Wiſdom. This ſententious Speech ſo much 
prevail d, that the greateſt Numbers of them began to liſten ; and 
Zelmane taking the firſt Opportuniry of their Silence, with aweful 
Majeſty in her Deportment, and a calm Magnanimity in her Face, 
tho' ſeated in the midſt of Perils, ſhe made the following Harangue. 


Gentlemen, ſaid ſhe, It is no ſmall Satisfaction to me, having ſome- 
thing to deliver to you, relating to your own well-being, to find that 
I have to do with Men, which in themſelves appear to be poſſeſs' d of 
the true Spirit of Valour ; which, as it leaves no Violence unattemp- 
ted, while its Appetite is nouriſhed by Reſiſtance; ſo when the Sub- 
ject of their Wrath does unexpectedly put it ſelf in their Power, they 
make ar leaſt ſome Pauſe before they determine cruelly. Firſt then, (be- 
fore I come to the principal Matter which J have to ſay to you) know 
that your Prince, Baſilius, is himſelf in Perſon within this Lodge, and was 


one of the Three whom your unwary Courage lifted a ſacrilegious 


Arm againſt. [This ſhe ſaid to them, not that ſhe at all doubted their 
already knowing it was he; but becauſe ſhe wou'd not have them ima- 
gine that he believ d they wou'd have lifred an Arm againſt him, had 
they been aſſur d of it.] From him am I ſent, as from a Prince to his 
beſt belov d Subjects, or rather as from an indulgent Father to his darl- 
ing Children, to know what Grievance tis that thus has moved your 
noble Spirits; what Wrong you have ſuſtain d, or what Injury has been 
oficr'd you; or how he may redreſs your Grievances, which, if real, he 
promiſes to do. This he requires, and indeed commands (well knowing 

your 
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your Obedience) that you wou'd all ſit down, and chooſe out offe 
among you to repreſent the reſt, declare your Griefs, and make your 


juſt Demands. 


This Condeſcention from their Prince, being ſo much more than 

| they cou'd hope for, aſſwag d their Fury; and moſt of them agreed (bur 
more eſpecially urg'd by the young Farmer, who was determin'd to ask 

 Zelmane for a Wife, as one of his Demands) to admit a Parly. But 
when they began to unfold their Griefs, never did a Set of ſwarming 

Bees ever make ſo confus'd a Humming, The Townſmen demanded 

the putting down the Impoſts ; the Country Fellows laying out of 

Commons: All cry'd out that they wou'd have new Counſellors ; but 
when they came to name them, they were as much as ever at a Loſs; 

In particular, they wou'd have the Treaſury look'd to, that there might 
be no more Subſidies rais'd, At length they fell into direct Contrarie- 
ties. The Artiſans wou d have Corn and Wine ſer at a lower Price, 
and bound to be continued ſo; the Ploughmen, Vine-Labourers and 
the Farmers wou'd have none of that: The Ccuntrymen demanded 

that each of them might haye a Liberty of being Free in the chief 

Towns; but the Burgeſſes oppos'd that Queſtion : The Peaſants were 
for having all the Gentlemen deſtroy'd ; the Citizens, and more eſpe- 
cially the Cooks, Barbers, c. who chiefly got their Livings by the 

Gentry, were but for having them reform'd. On every Side there was 
Diviſions; one Neighbourhood accuſing , and bitterly enveighing 
againſt another: But nothing bred more Confuſion than particular 
Partialities, one condemning ſuch a Miniſter, whom another equally 
extoll'd ; and as great a Diſturbance as any aroſe about who ſhou'd be 
their Speaker. The better Sort of Burgeſſes, as Merchants, Cloath- 
workers, Cc. valuing themſelves upon their Riches, diſdain'd the baſer 
Occupations ; and thoſe meaner Buſineſſes equally contemn'd them, be- 
cauſe of their ſuperiour Numbers ; but all of them joind in deſpiſing 
the Countrymen's Tgnorance, and the Countrymen were very uncaſy in 
the Suſpicion of their Artifice and Cunning. So that Zelmane finding 
that their united Rage was now grown to a Diviſion among themſelves, 
and that their private Janglings had leſſened their Inveteracy to her, 
again beckon d to them to hear her; they now grown jealous of one an- 

other, were willing enough to liſten to her, each of them ſtriving who 

ſhou d ſhow moſt Readineſs : Which Ze/mane perceiving, and being very 

well acquainted with thoſe kind of Humours, with a ſteady unmoy'd 

Countenance ſhe again ſpoke to them. 


How unuſual a thing is it, O ye Arcadians, and indeed unparallel'd, 
that a Woman, unknowing in your Laws and Cuſtoms, and a Stranger 
to your Nation, beſides a private Perſon ; that ſuch a one, I ſay, 
ſhou d be neceſſitated to fill the Royal Throne, will to ſucceeding Ages 
appear monſtrous ; But the Strangeneſs of your Behaviour makes that 

| | elteem'd 
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eſteem d a Virtue, which otherwiſe wou d be the greateſt Crime; fof 
certainly a Woman may juſtly take upon her to admoniſh Men, who 
lay aſide all Marks of their Humanity. A Stranger may reaſonably 
pretend to inſtruct ſuch Subjects, as publickly break all Ties of their 
Allegiance; and when conſider, it will be found no Wonder, that a 
Stranger fills your Throne, when your own lawful Prince, after thirty 
Years Government, dares not truſt his ſacred Perſon among his People. 
Hear therefore, O Arcadians! Hear, and be confounded at your own 
Behaviours: Againſt whoni is it that your jealous Rage has been ex- 
aſperated 2 To whoſe Deſtruction have theſe Warlike Inſtruments been 
aim'd? This quiet Lodge harbours no Argians, your ancient Enemies, 
nor conceals any Laconians, your preſent dreaded Neighbours; theſe 
peaceful Walls conceal no griping Landlords, or biting Uſerers; there's 
none inhabit there, bur ſuch as both your Intereſt and Duty obliges 
you to reverence, or ſuch whom with Juſtice you can find no Fault 
wichal : Your King, his Queen, and Family, are all whom it ſecures, 
except my ſelf: Am 1 then, O Arcadians, the Mark of your Diſplea- 
ſure ? If it be ſo, and Innocence is no Security agaiaſt your deſperate 
Fury; if the Laws of Hoſpitality, ſo long and holily obſerved amongſt 
you, can be no Security to a Stranger fled to your Arms for Succour ; 
if, I ſay, the Courages of ſo many valiant Men can be ſo highly rais d 


againſt one ſilly Woman, I willingly will give my Life a Sacrifice to 


your Reſentment; in my Blood ſquench the Fire of your Indignation, 
bur take heed ir go no farther : I ſhall be very well content to pay 
my Life, not altogether worthleſs, in return for thoſe Favours T haye 

received among you. Take it then, O Arcadians, J here preſent it to 
you, Heaven knows how willingly, if that at leaſt may make Atone- 
ment for your Wrath, rather than any Set of ſuch a glorious People, 
admir'd oer all the World for their wiſe and prudent Management, 
ſhou'd attempt an Outrage, which even the reſt of their own Nation 
muſt abhor : Therefore much ſooner wou'd 1 give my ſelf up to ine- 
vitable Deſtruction, than you ſhou'd prove your ſelves ſo inconſide- 
rate and ſo ungrateful, as to forget the Fruits of ſo many Years in- 
dulgent Government; fo unnatural, as to ſuffer a raſh receiv'd Opinion 
fo overpower that Duty you owe to the Commands of your virtuous 
Prince; for ſuch a helliſh Madneſs, T am certain, cou'd never enter 
in your Hearts, as to intend any thing againſt his Perſon ; a Villainy, 
which no Succeſſor, tho' ever ſo infamous, wou'd, for his own Sake, 
leave unreveng d: Neither can T think your wonted Valour is turn'd 
to ſuch a Meanneſs of Soul, as to think of bearing, in the toom of 
your Princes, the Yoke of one of your Fellow- Subjects, whole innate 
Baſeneſs will neceſſarily produce in him the moſt rayenous Covetouſ- 
neſs, and his unuſual Greatnefs the moſt ſuſpicious Cruelty. Do bur 
imagine what greater Curſe cou'd your worſt Enemies with to ſec 
you involv'd in, than being your felves the Underminers of your own 
flouriſhing Sate? What wou'd your Forefathers ſay, cou'd they look 
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out of their peaceful Graves, and behold their Offspring ſtrivingto over 
throw ſo excellent a Conſtitution, which they, at the Expence of ſo much 
Blood and Treaſure, had labour'd to eſtabliſh 2 They were no Fools, 
who judiciouſly foreſaw that 'twas impoſſible for any Nation to have 
the peaceable Enjoyment of their Wives and Children, and quictly 
ſir under the Shade of their own Vines, without ſome regular Go- 
vernment; and I believe you'll all of you allow, that there can be 
no Government without ſome ſuperior Magiſtrate, and no Magiſtrate 
without a due Obedience ; and ſurely that can't be rerm'd Obedience, 
where any private Perſon takes upon him to judge and contradict the 
Actions of their Ruler, and exaſperated by private Paſſion, miſinter- 
pret his Injunctions. Do bur ſeriouſly reflect upon your preſent Pro- 
ceedings, let them read a Lecture to your cooler Judgments, and that 
will ſoon convince us how greatly you have errd. What wou'd you 
have gain'd, had you loſt Baſilius? Under whoſe Banner wou'd you 
go, ſhou'd your Enemies invade you? You find great Difficulty in agree- 
ing upon One barely to ſpeak for you; how much harder will it be 
to pitch upon a General than a Spokeſman 2 One is troubled, another 
is griev'd, and all for they know not what: Pray tell me, did the 
Sun ever ſhine bright enough to produce a fruitful Harveſt, without 


being ſometimes hotter than was quite pleaſant? Are any of you 


bleſs'd in a fruitful Progeny, that have not at ſome Time or other given 
you Pain? Even the moſt indulgent Father may now and then incom- 
mode us with his Humours; but for that Reaſon ſhall we blaſphemouſly 


curſe the enlightning Sun, abhor our Children, and diſobey our Parents? 


But what need T uſe more Words, or urge this Matter further, ſince 
I ſee in your Looks, now ſettled into a commendable Calmneſs, no- 
thing bur Signs of Love and Duty ro that Prince, who only for your 
Sakes bears the Weight of Government? For this paſt Raſhneſs, you 
not only have his Pardon, but his Thanks, judging your Actions by 
your Intenrions, not your Intentions by your Actions ; your Griefs 
and your Complaint all in due Time he will conſider; and to whoſe 
Redreſs can you ſo well refer them? To conclude ; 'tis his Belief 
thar the Uncertainty of his Well-being was the firſt Motive of your 
taking Arms; let the Certainty of that equally prevail upon your Af- 


fection towards him to lay them down: If this Tumult end here, 


(which T make no Doubt of,) he will think no farther of it, 

than as the Effect of a vehement (tho I muſt confeſs a too caſh) 
Zcal for him, which nothing bur che Continuance can turn into 

a Crime : But Thar I am ſure you have no Thoughts of; but as your 

ill-rim'd Loyalty prompted you to begin, ſo the ſame Loyalty, duly 

conſider d, will oblige you here to end. 


The artful Manner which Zelmane usd in this Oration, added to 
her natural Eloquence ; and the Influence of her Beauty, Joind to the 


Proof ſhe had given of her Courage; ſtruck ſuch an Awe into their 
wild 


-Modernzs'd by Mrs. STANLEY. 243 
wild Imaginations, that they all ſtood gazing on her with open Mouth ; 
and when ſhe ended, inſtead of roaring Cries, there was nothing heard 
but a buzzing Murmur, which aroſe from a Diſpute whether her Ad- 
vice was proper to be taken. Divided between Fear to purſue, and 
an Unwillingneſs to leave off, they wou'd moſt of them been con- 
rented that they had ne'er engaged; bur how to end it, (each Man 
being afraid of the Reproaches of his Fellow,) they knew not, being 
now, to their Coſt, convinc'd, that it is much eaſier to enter into a 
Labyrinth, than diſengage ones ſelf from ir. Zelmane very well knew, 
that 'twas no ill Politicks in ſuch kind of Mutinies to give the People 
an Opportunity of performing ſome Service, which in their own Opi- 
nions might countervail their Faults, and ſo aſſure them of a Pardon; 
and being willing to fix their Minds, which ſhe fear'd began afreſh to 
waver, Noble Arcadians, cry'd ſhe out aloud, now ſhall T offer to you 
a certain Way of proving your till now unqueſtion'd Loyalty; all you 
that have taken Arms only with a View to your Prince's Safety, turn 
your Backs to the Lodge, and bend your Weapons againſt thoſe who 
wou d attempt to hurt his ſacred Perſon ! O weak Security, which lies in 
the many-headed Multitude, whoſe Truth only proceeds from Incon- 
ſtancy : Who can place a Confidence where Numbers take away 
Remorſe, and each Man has an Opportunity of laying the Fault up- 
on his Fellow? This Reflection, or ſomething to the ſame Purpoſe, 
was made by a crafty Fellow among them, nam'd Clinias, upon ob- 
ſerving that the Words were no ſooner out of Zelmanb's Mouth, but 
that there were heard ſeveral Shouts of Joy, attended with a Cry of, 
God preſerve Baſilius, Long live Baſilius ; and a great Number of that 
rude Herd were with loud Huzzas become his Guard, who not an 
Hour before were among the firſt that wou d have murder'd him, 


This Clinias in his Youth had ſo far been bre F a Scholar, as to 
learn Words rather than Matter, and was better acquainted wich the 
Number of them, than how to diſpoſe them aptly ; he had oft been 
uſed to play a Part in Tragedy, where he had learn'd a Softneſs in 
his Language, made acquainted with the Appearance of every Paſſion, 
and taught to frame his Looks accordingly ; long inur'd to the 
Obſervation of Mankind, and to believe that nothing cou'd be juſtly 
eſteem'd ſo great a Fault in real Life, becauſe ſo on the Stage, as Baſh. - 
fulneſs; a moſt notorious Coward, yet ſtrangely vent'rous in private 
Practices, tho aſſured that a Diſcoyery mult colt his Life. 


This Fellow had been of late much encourag'd and truſted by Ce. 
cropia, Amphialus Mother; ſhe made him privy to all the miſchievous 
Deſigns which ſhe laid, with an borer of ruin Baſilius and his Fami- 
ly, in order to advance her Son to the Arcadian Crown; and tho' both 
by Nature and Education Talking was his Talent, yet the innate Love 
he had for Miſchief oblig'd him in that Caſe * to be ſecret: His 

Miſtreſs 
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and ſcrambling between the People's Legs till he reach d the Throne, 


| ( = 
244 Fr Philip Sidney, ARCADIA, 


Miſtreſs finding him of ſo apt a Humour for her Purpoſe, had employ'd 
him (ever ſince Baſilius ſtrange Retirement) to kindle Factions, and 
whiſper Rumours in the Pcople's Ears ; and at that Time finding them 
ripe for any deſperate Attempt, he was the firſt that had begun the 
Uproar, tho quite without either the Knowledge or Conſent of Am- 
phialus, who, had he known it, wou'd not for ten thouſand Worlds 
have put the Life of Philoclea in fuch apparent Danger: But Clinias 
now perceiving that the Flood of their Fury was almoſt arriv'd to an 
Ebb, thought ir but politick to take the firſt of the Tide, and there. 
fore exalted his Voice with the Loudeſt in Favour of Baſilius; and 
finding that ſome of the ſturdieſt Rebels yet ſtood out, he made two 
or three of his' Companions, that were at his Command, lift him 
up above the Crowd; and, as if he had been before a peaceful Au- 
dience, to whom he was going to ſpeak a Prologue, he with an af- 
fected Gravity, demanded to be heard; but very few of them giving 
any Attention to him, he began to exalt his Voice with ſuch a vehe- 
ment Tone and Geſture, as if he would rend the very Stars, ſpeaking 
{ſo loud, that not only Zelmans, but Baſilius, cou d diſtinctly hear him. 
Unhappy Men, cry d he, perverſely obſtinate, even to your own un- 
doing ; more mad than the raſh Gyants; who wag'd War with Hea- 
ven, and wou'd have tore even Jupiter from his Throne! how long 
will your blind Rage continue > How long will you perſiſt in your 
pernicious Purpoſes, and not fling down your Arms, when Mercy is 
offerd to you 2 When will you wiſely ſubmit your ſelyes to the 
Clemency of your gracious Prince, the great, the good Baſilius, 
the Pelops of true Wiſdom, and Minos of all good Government? When 
will ye take Example by me, and the reſt of his faithful Subjects, 
who have uſed their utmoſt Power to quell your headſtrong Fury: 


The young Farmer, who had taken ſuch a Fancy to Zelmane, cou'd 
not bear this Fellow's Preaching any longer, for he deſign d that Task 
for himſclf ; hoping that if he was the firſt that yielded, and brought 
the reſt to Conditions, that he ſhou'd have great Rewards, and 
amongſt the reſt, his Requeſt granted of having Zelmane for his 
Wife: But now perceiving that if the People were once turn'd from 
the Aſcent of their Fury, (which they ſeem d almoſt to be,) they 
wou'd in all Probability never ſtop till they came quite to the Bottom 
of abſolute Reſignation, and that his moſt promiſing Hope muſt be 
turn d to Fear of Puniſhment, he determin'd ſtoutly to ſtand out, en- 
rag d that Clinias, who late had been the Chief of the rebellious 
Crew, ſhou d now ſer up for the moſt faichful Subject, he cut him with 
his Sword a great Gaſh over his Face; the cowardly Wretch, fright- 
ed out of the little Wits he had, fell down, crying aloud for Help, 


where Ze/mane took him up, endeavouring to ſtaunch his Wound, 
and revive his Courage in the beſt manner ſhe was able. 


This 
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This Blow was no ſooner given, bur, as if the whole Company 


had been Partakers of ir, every one's Arm was lifted againſt his 
Neighbour, each one killing Him that ſtood next, to prevent his do- 
ing as much by him; and being only divided in Opinions, and hor 
in Company, the Loyal and the Rebel were ſo intermixt, that 
the latrer being deſperate, thinking that they were ruin'd however; 
and the former willing to ſhow their utmoſt Zeal, the Quarrel was 
now turn'd among themſelyes, and by a juſt Judgment they became 
the Inſtruments of their own Puniſhment : Thoſe that had been the 
Leaders of the Mutiny were among the firſt that met the due Re- 
ward of their Villainy ; ſeveral of rhem were deſtroy'd by their own 
Faction, the Fury of their Rage rendering them incapable of diſtin- 
guiſhing Friends from Foes, 


Zelmane kia this Oppoctitales; came down amongſt them, and 


Baſilius iſſued out with Dorus, endeavouring ſometimes to draw thoſe 
of their Party together, and at others ſtriking promiſcuouſly, and 


among them Zelmane with her Sword finiſhd the Wound in the young 
Farmer's Breaſt, which her Eyes in a gentler manner had begun, and 
with one Blow obliged him to lay his Life a Sacrifice at her Feet. 
To be ſhort, in a very little Time all the Rebels were put to Flight, 
returning to ſome Woods that were upon the Frontiers, where they 
were oblig'd to feed upon the Produce of them, ſquenching their 
Thirſts with Water; having been well diſciplin'd for their drunken 
Riots, moſt of them being ſlain upon the Spot, and thoſe that eſcap'd, 
which were not above a Dozen, oblig d to live in that hard Manner: 
But when the reſt, who late were Rebels, but now metamorphos'd in- 
to loyal Soldiers, were return d from the Purſuit, Baſilius calling 
them together, in ſome Degree becauſe he thought it Policy, but more 
becauſe Zelmane had before promis d it, whoſe Words were to him 
as divine Oracles, he pronounc'd a general Pardon, ordering them 
to return to their ſeparate Dwellings, and be more circumſpect and 
better ad vis d in their future Proceedings: But believing Clinias the 
chief Inſtrument in this Accommodation, he gave him his particular 
Thanks; but withal ordering him to give an Account how this 
Phrenzy got footing among che . and from w ence it took 
its Riſe. 


The inſinuating Villain determin'd to tell rhe Truth in every thing, 


except that which related to Cecropia and himſelf, firſt dipping his 


Hand in the Blood of his Wound: By this Blood, ſaid he, which 
is much more dcar to me than any that fills my Veins; ſince it was 
ſpilt in your Majeſty's Defence; this Tongue, tho unfortunate in 
not prevailing, ſhall yet be true, nor lye unto my Lord. Then 
ſtretching out his Hand, making a thouſand odd — ſuch 
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246 Sr Philip Sidney: ARCADIA, 


as he was us' d to on the Stage, he made the following Rela. 


Yeſterday, ſaid he, being your Highneſs's Birth. day, and as ſuch 
5 to be joyfully celebrated by all honeſt Hearts, there met in the de- 
lightful Green, two Miles from this Place, before the City of Euiſpus, 
about four or ſive thouſand People, of all Ranks and Conditions, in- 
tending, I really think, to do Honour to the Day, ſpending it in 
Dancing and ſuch innocent Amuſements. When the Evening ap- 
proach'd, they pitch'd their Tents and Bowers, in order to add the 
Night to lengthen out the happy Day. Bacchus, the Learned aver to 
be the Child of Thunder, and ſurely that has made him ever ſince ſo full 
of Wrangling and Diſturbance ; fox he indeed it was which firſt 
ſounded the Trumpet to this rude Alarm; for that barbarous Opini- 
on being receivd among them, that they cou d no way ſo well expreſs 
their Loyalty, as by Exceſs of Vice, nor prove {0 much that they 
wiſh'd their Prince his Health, as by pledging it in Draughts 
which muſt of Neceſſity deſtroy their own, and debauch their Rea- 
fon: Heated with the Wine, having ſpent all the Night, and good 
Part of the Morning in Revelling; and fearleſs, from your retir'd 
Manner of Living, that it ſhou'd ever reach your Ears, there was 
nothing which uncertain Rumour had handed to their Konwledge, either 
relating to your ſelf or Miniſtry, which they did not make the Subject 
of their drunken Conferences: I call the Gods to witneſs, who ne'er 
eſcape the Puniſhment of Perjuries, that I full often check'd their 
nſolencies; and when my Admonitions prov'd of no Effect, I ſtopt 
my Ears, becauſe I wou'd not hurt them with the Sound of their abo- 
minable Blaſphemies, till by Blows they forc'd me to have both my 
Eyes and Ears defil'd by their infamous Proceedings: Publick Tranſ- 
actions were rated by private Grudges; no Man was thought to 
prove his Wit ſo well as by finding Fault; Railing and ſcurrilous Lan- 
guage were eſteem d the Produce of Freedom; and thoſe few that were 
inelin d to Silence, the moſt favourable Sentence that was paſs'd upon 
them, was Ignorance and Stupidity; till at laſt, O Misfortune that 
ever I ſhou'd live to ſpeak it! how have I Breath to utter it! your 
ſacred Perſon was not exempted from their ſacrilegious Jeſts: I ne'er 
cou d have the Power at any Time to repeat their monſtrous Inſo- 
lencies, much leſs in your Royal Preſence, but that your Commands 
enjoin me to a ſtrict Obedience, and your Orders are to know each 
Particular of their Proceedings, which at laſt grew to ſuch a mon- 
ſtrous Degree, (O Preſumption eternally to be rememberd !) as to 
condemn your Actions, and find a thouſand Flaws in your Way of 
Life, from which it wou'd be tedious to repeat all the unreaſonable 
Conſtructions which they drew ; but the Sum of them were theſe, 
that you diſdain d your People, and that he cou'd never be juſtly 
eſteem d a Prince, that abſconded from his Throne, and liv'd like a 
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private Subject: Then many of them, whoſe Fortunes Were deſpe- 
rate, and their Minds much more. ſo, and that hardly any Change 
cou d injure, began to cry out that your Government ſhou d be look d 


into; that the great Sums which were continually from among them 


levied, ought to be accounted. for; that they did not fee why none but 
the Nobility and great Men ſhou d be admitted inte Counſel, and that 
the Commons ſhou d be debarr'd giving their Opinions, when it was 
their Blood and Treaſure that muſt pay for each Conſequence; that 
for their Parts, they were uncertain whether you was not betray d 
into this Retirement, and by Fores confin's or poſſibly deſtroy'd; and 


therefore it was high Time for them to come and find out the real 


Truth; and if you were here; to know from your on Mouth, whe- 
ther Arcadia was grown loathſome in your Sight ; and if it was, why 
you did not entirely give it up, ſince there were People enough who 
wou'd take the Care of the Government which they could nominate, 
ſince you thought it not worth the Trouble; that if indeed you were 
not to blame, and only practis d on by Villains, then it was their Duties 


to come and deliver you, or atleaſt begin that in which all Arcadia wou d 


quickly join. Let us, ery d they, bravely attempt what all the reſt imagine, 
and not be afraid, or dread the Power of thoſe vain Titles which we our 
ſelves create. At laſt, having both faid and beard fo much as wou'd 
equally, have put them into each other's Power, with the moſt fierce 
Attempts, they were reſolyd to go through with it; and borrowing 
the glorious Name of Liberty for their Standard, like a furious Tor- 
rent they iſſued forth; whatever J and a few more well-inclin'd Peo- 
ple cou'd do to ſtop them, was no more than throwing Stones againſt 
the Wind. The Madneſs grew ſo general, that there needed no Drum 
nor Trumpet to proclaim it. Thus was their Banquet transform'd into 
a Battle, and their flowing Cups of Wine into Streams of Blood ; their 
zealous Prayers for your Health and Length of Days, into Threaten. 
ings againſt your Royal Power; the Solemnity of your | Birth-Day, 
into Preparations for your Funeral. But as a drunken Heat is always 
as raſh and unadvis'd as Wicked, and conſiders as little of the Means 
to injure as to right, ſo they never conſider d how to accommo- 
date themſelves with proper Weapons, but took up every Inſtrument 
that offer d to their Rage; ſome got Swords, ſome Pikes and Bills, 
and others Pitchforks and Rakes, converting the Tools of Husbandry 
to the Uſe of War; ſome catch'd up Spits, making Things, ſerviceable 
to the Preſervation of Life, Inſtruments of Death; and one of them 
took the very Por, in which he had juſt been drinking Bumpers to 


your Health, with a Deſign to uſe it to your Deſtruction. Thus mad- 


ly arm'd, thus govern'd, and thus enflam'd, encouraging thoſe who 
were willing to follow them, and threatening the reſt, their Rage en- 
creaſing as they run along, as Balls of Snow gather in rolling, they 
haſted towards this Lodge; not one of chem, I dare ſay, knowing 
where he defign'd to ſtop, or where begin; but as it is the very Na- 
ture 
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948 Sr Philip Sidney's ARCADtA, 


ture of Miſchief to multiply it ſelf till tis cruſh'd with irs own Weight. 
ſo their Minds once paſt the Limits of Obedience, knew no Let; an 

they who at firſt pretended only to preſerve you, then to reform 
you, at laſt grew to ſuch a Pitch of Wickedneſs, (with a bleeding 
Heart I ſpeak it) that they determin'd there was no Safety for them, 
without murdering you; and if the Gods had not, in a miraculous 
Manner, preſerv'd you for the Protection of Arcadia, we ſhou'd by 
this time have our-liv'd our only earthly Happineſs, and our ſelves 
deſtroy'd that peculiar Bleſſing, for which we have every Moment rea- 


ſon to bleſs Heaven that we were born Arcadians. 


Here the Fellow began to wring his Hands, forcing o1 out a few Tears, 
inſomuch that Baſilius, who was not the ſharpeſt Penetrater into Men 8 
real Opinions, took à great Fancy to him; and a great deal more ſo, 
becauſe he had flatter d him in the Preſence of his Miſtreſs; and there- 
fore compaſſionating his Wound, he order d him to go Home and have 
immediate Care taken of it, and withall, to enquire into this Affair, 
and if he found any farther Depth in it, to make him acquainted with 
it, and reſt aſſured he ſhould be yery well rewarded for his Pains. 
But before he was gone away, ſome of the Shepherds being come, 
(for that happen d to be the Day appointed for the Paſtorals) Baſilius 
ſent one of them to Philanax, and another to ſome other of the princi- 
pal Noblemen, with Orders that they ſhould make a thorough Enquiry 
into this Matter, and place ſuch Garriſons in the Towns and Villages 


all round about him, that he might for the future enjoy his Retire- 


ment unmoleſted, or at leaſt upon any Attempt be able, upon the 
Sound of a Bell, to have immediate Help. Clinias having his Eyes 
one way and his Ears another, quickly obſerv'd this Order, and there- 
fore reſoly'd to make the n Haſte to inform Cecropia of it, and 
adviſe her to be ſpcedy, both in her Determinations and the Executi- 
on of them; or elſe 'twas probable that ſuch a ſtrict Examination wou'd 
diſcover them, and ruin her. Eager with this Thought he went his 


way, leaving the royal Company embracing and thanking Zelmane, 


extolling her Valour and praiſing her Conduct to ſuch a high Degree, 


as if it had been more than Humane, uſing ſuch emphatical Expreſſions, 


as nothing but the moſt ſincere Regard cou d e' er have dictated. The 


Apprehenſions they all were under, while ſhe was in Danger, were 


now more than paid by her Safety and their own, with the additional 
Joy of being purchas' d by her Hand; and all the Bleſſings and Delive- 
rances of their paſt Lives, they eſteem d Trifles, in Compariſon with 
this laſt, which ſo manifeſtly ſer forth the Courage, Fortitude and Re- 
Goon of their Fayourite Zelmane. 


Bur as they were thus agreeably 1 d in careſſing and paying her 
their unfeign d Acknowledgments, they were interrupted by the Sound of 
a Cittern ill. play d upon, and attended by a worſe Voice, who ſeem d to 

ſing 


ing, maugre the Oppoſition of the Muſes. This made them turf 
themſelves the Way the Sound directed; where coming towards them, 
they "ſpied Dametas ſtrutting, as if he had walk'd triumphant over 
the dead Bodies of his Enemies, and equally valuing himſelf, becauſe 
he had made Uſe of the natural Strength of the Cave, as if he had 
rais d the moſt artful Fortification, which wou'd much longer have ſe- 
curd him; it being ever his Maxim, that after a Storm, there gene- 
rally falls, for ſome time, a few ſcatrering Drops. The fair Pa- 
mela, who now had dearly bought the Experience of thoſe anxious 
Cares which hourly ſolicit a love-fick Heart, when the dear Object of 
it is but within the Reach of Danger, was glad to take the moſt imme- 
diate Opportunity of going to her Parents, as well to enquire of their 


Safety, as by that Means to inform herſelf in what Situation her 


Shepherd was, and how employ'd. Baſilius Thoughts had been ſo 
taken up, that he quite forgot Pamela ; bur upon the Sight of her, his 
Mind was ſtruck with a ſuperſtitious Reſemblance of the Oracle; 
which, flatter'd with the falſe Inſinuations of deluſive Hope, he now 
interpreted to his own Advantage, and deluded by the erroneous Op. 
ticks which his Paſſion preſented to him, he imagin'd, that becauſe 
 Zelmane ſeem'd to him the only Thing on Earth of Conſequence, that 
the Gods cou'd have a View to nothing in their Oracles, but what ſhe 
mult be principally concern d in. | 


While he was deeply revolving theſe Things in his diſovrdet'd Mind, 
one of the Shepherds came to acquaint him that Philanax already 
waited his Commands, attended by a hundred Horſe, who having by 
Accident paſs'd not far from the Deſart, hearing of the Uproar, had 
gathered a Company of Gentlemen as precipitately as poſſible, and 
was come upon the Spur to aid his Maſter. Baſilius was very well 
pleas d to find him ſo diligent, but unwilling to run the hazard of his 
or any other Nobleman's ſeeing his Miſtreſs, he would nor ſuffer them 


to come into the Lodge; but went himſelf out to them, and ordering 


Philanax to place Garriſons, and make a thorough Search into the 
Grounds of the Affair, he took that Opportunity, with ſubmiſſive 
Duty, earneſtly to preſs his quitting that ſtrange Way of Life, which 
already had , lik'd to have proved ſo fatal to him. Well, re- 
ply'd Baſilius, tis poſſible, that cer tis very long, I may condeſcend 
to your Deſires ; but in the mean Time I expect you to take all pro- 
per Meaſures to prevent my being any more diſturb'd in my Retreat. 
Your Highneſs, anſwer d Philanax, may be aſſur d of my utmoſt Care: 
But might I preſume once more to ſpeak —— Enough, reply d the 
King, I already know what you wou'd urge; I ſuppoſe you well re- 
member how earneſtly you before exhorted me in your Letter not to 
give Credit to thoſe Oracles, whoſe Authority occaſioned this Reſolu- 
tion of Retirement, I well remember it, anſwerd Philanax, for tho 
your Highneſs did not think fir to make me acquainted with the Parti- 
; "ET culars 
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culars of that, yet all Oracles hold in my Opinion the ſame Degree of 
Eſtimation. Well, ſaid Baſilius, give me your Attention, and I will 
now repeat to you the particular Words, that when the Predictions 
are all fulfill d, as ſome have been already, you may be aſham'd of 
vos Incredulity ; with that he proceeded to repeat the following 
Words. | 28 


Thy elder Care ſball from thy anxious Sight 
Be ftole by Princely Force, yet not be loſt; 
Thy younger ſhall embrace in Nature's Spight, 
A ſeeming monſtrous Love, who yet is Nature's Boaſt. 
A worthy Husband each of them ſhall wed, 
But e er their promis d Joys are half compleat, 
They at thy Bier, as at a Bar, ſball plead, 
To ſhew the Cauſe why thou thy Death did ſt meet, 
A foreign Power upon thy Throne ſhall ſit; 
But e er thou ſhalt ſuſtain theſe heavy Ihhs, 
Thy lawful Wife Adultery fhall commit, 
Tho fhe no other's Arms but thine ſpall fill. 


I don't, continued Baſilins, expect you to think this of any Conſe. 
quence, becauſe J full well remember, that when J told you, how that 


alarm'd with continual Viſions, which were confirm'd by ſtrange Pre- 


ſages, I had been at De/phos, and there receiv'd this Anſwer, you 


reply d, That you could not at all believe there was any Thing Super- 
natural in any of thoſe Things; but that inſtead of Viſions they were 


only incoherent Dreams, which proceeded from a diſorder d Conſtitution; 
how flightly you eſteem the Oracle, your Letter is a ſufficient Proof; 
but for my Part, I am now more than ever convinc'd of its Infallibili- 
ty, ſince a thouſand evident Proofs have concur'd to confirm me in 


that Opinion, which hereafter you ſhall be made acquainted with, but 


at preſent ſhall only tell you, that the thing I moſt fear d, which was 
that of a foreign Prince's filling my Throne, is now happily paſs'd, 
ſince that has been done by Zelmane; and ſo blind are we to the De- 
crees of Providence, that what J moſt dreaded has proved the only 
Means of my Preſervation : He had no ſooner nam'd Zelmane, bur 
that he proceeded on the pleaſing Subject with ſuch Vehemence, and 
beſtow'd ſuch unbounded Praiſes on the minuteſt of her Actions, that 
Philanax ſoon gueſs' d he went upon ſome other Motive, than the Re- 
gard he had for general Merit; and his faithful Heart being ſhock'd | 
at the Thought of his Maſter's Weakneſs, he was willing to break off 
the Converſation ; and therefore begg'd he might have Leave to go 
about thoſe Matters of Conſequence, which twas neceſſary there ſhould 


be immediate Care taken of. 


Baſilins 
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Baſdlius return d in to his Lodge, greatly pleas d that he cou'd thus 
happily conſtrue the Oracle, which, being by himſelf, he did after this 
Manner: He imagin'd that the two firſt Lines of it were made al- 
ready out, ſince the Paſſion Zelmane had inſpir d him with, had in Ef- 
fe fore d from his Heart the paternal Tenderneſs he once bore to- 
ward his Daughter; but yer ſhe was not quite loft to his A ffections. 
After this blind Manner he made out the reſt; but what gave him 
the utmoſt Pleaſure, was the Interpretation that he put upon his 
Wife's committing Adultery, for by that he firmly thought was meant 
Zelmane, whom afterward he ſhou d marry. As to his Daughters 
Marriage, which threaten'd him with Death, he was very eaſy about 
that, being determin'd for ever to keep them immur'd from the Sight 
and Converſation of all Mankind, and ſo prevent a Poſſibility of their 
ever changing their Conditions. Having, as he thought, ſo notably 
explain'd the Oracle, he determin'd to dedicate three Days to the 
Service of Apollo, and made his Wife and Daughters join in the Rites ; 
which being ended, the privileg'd Shepherds came to know if he 
wou d be pleas d to admit of their Performances: He being perfectly 
ſacisfied in Philanax s Care, was very glad to relieve his Mind with 
their rural Paſtimes; but while they were preparing themſelves to 
perform in the beſt Manner that they were able, he call'd his Daugh- 
ter Philoclea, and taking her afide, with ſuch Eagerneſs as if he 
ſcarce had Power to ſtay the Repetition of her Words, he begg'd of 
her to tell him how ſhe had ſucceeded with Zelmane; to which ſhe 
reply d, in a reſpectful Manner, (as they before had agreed between 
them,) that ſhe had ſo far influenc'd Zelmane, that upon her Account 
ſhe wou'd ſo much recede from her former Severity, as to give him a 
patient Hearing whenever he pleas'd to ſpeak ; and for any further 
Favour, continued ſhe, as I am ſure Ze/mane will never grant it, ſo ! 


mult be ſo ſincere as to tell your Highneſs, I never can prevail with 


my ſelf to preſs it · Baſilius, taking her in her Arms, thank d her ten 
thouſand Times; and eager to make Uſe of the Permiſſion which ſhe 
had gain'd for him, giving her an affectionate Embrace, he left her, 
and haſted to Zelmane; but ſhe not having fully determin'd in what 
Manner to behave to him, would not ſuffer him to ſpeak; and to 
prevent him when he attempted it, ſhe ſoftly whiſper'd him, that ſhe 


thought it a very improper Time to fall upon ſuch a Subject, when 


they were ſurrounded with Company ; and to employ him, that he 
might not preſs it any farther, ſhe told him how far his Daughter 
had given her an Account of the Diſtreſs which the fair Erona was 
involved in, whom in her Travels ſhe had the Honour to be known 
to, and received great Obligations from : Therefore, continu'd ſhe, 
I beg your Highneſs will be ſo good as ta give me the Concluſion of 
her Story, as far at leaſt as Plangus related it to you; ſuch ſevere 


Misfortunes coming to a Lady, who bating that invincible Error of 
blinded 
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blinded Love, ſhe in no Degree deſery'd, greatly moving my Pity and 
Concern. Baſilius, proud of receiving her Commands in any thing, 
but more ſo, that in excuſing her ſelf from hearing him at that Time, 
ſhe did as good as promiſe him her Attention at a more convenient 
Seaſon, he readily obey'd her, in purſuing Erona's Story, which he 
did in the following Manner : 
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1 muſt confeſs, ſaid he, that ſince I have been capable of judging 
what juſtly merits Pity, and what not, I never found my ſelf ſo fully 
poſſeſs d of that Paſſion, as when I accidentally met with that un- 
happy Prince, who, ſtrong in Fortitude, and Proof againſt the keeneſt 
of his own Misfortunes, which as you have heard have not been 
light ones, was yet ſo ſubducd by the Violence of a generous Paſ- 
ſion, as to ſink under the Preſſure of another's Evils. I will not 
waſte the Time, and tire your Ears with the Repetition of what you 
already are acquainted with. But, to begin where my Daughter 
ended, know that Antiphilus, being crown'd and freed from the Ob- 
ſervation of thoſe two valiant Princes, Muſidorus and Pyrocles, who 
were oblig'd to leave that Court, upon a Challenge ſent ro one of 
them by Anaxius; who is now in ſome of our Grecian Provinces, diſ- 
honouring the loſt Pyrocles Fame, as far at leaſt as in him lies; but 
that is far above his little Malice to hurt: But, as I ſaid, Antiphilus 
being fix'd on his Throne, and deliver'd from their Preſence, whoſe 
Virtues, while they were near him, reſtrain his vicious Inclinations, 
he had not long a Strength of Mind ſufficient ro conceal his natural 
Meanneſs of Soul; but raiſed ſo far above his groveling Sphere, he 
quite forgot that he was born a Man, but only look d on himſelf as 
an abſolute Monarch, and was not to be perſwaded they had any 
Analogy to each other: He never once conſider'd, that tho he was a 
King, yet his Dominion was over reaſonable Creatures, and who 
wou' d expect to be treated as ſuch, and very ſenſibly deſpiſe his Fol- 
lies, and repine at the Injuries he offer d them: But he imagining 
that Sovereignty was a Plea for every thing he cou'd commit, made 
a perfect Tennis- Court of his Kingdom, where his Subjects were the 
Balls for his wanton Play; preſuming ſo much upon his Greatneſs, as 
to believe that any Action which he cou'd commit, tho! in itſelf ever 
ſo abſurd, muſt be eſteem d extraordinary, becauſe it was his, and 
that even his Diſgraces muſt be taken for Favours. To feed and 
nouriſh this unreaſonable Humour, there wanted not fawning Syco- 
phants enough about the Court; ſome, who were ſo innately fond 
of Flattery, as to love it purely for the ſake of the Deceiver ; and 
others envying his undeſery'd Succeſs, deign'd to take that Method of 
deſtroying him; like the artful Bird that ſoars aloft with the Shell- 
fiſh, that he may be ſure to break it in Pieces with the Fall: But his ſoft 
and penetrable Mind, apt to receive any Impreſſions that bore the 
Weight of Flattery, forwarded their Deſigns; and his Head turning 
round 
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ound to the Meaſure of their falſe Muſick, he was fully perſwaded 


that he was the wiſeſt King, the trueſt Patriot, and the greateſt Darling 


of the People, that ever fill d the Regal Throne; and tho he was ſo 
obſcurely born, yet there wanted not exalting Heralds to prove him 
of Royal Blood, nay, even true Heir to the Crown, but that his An- 
ceſtors had been unjuſtly depoſed by thoſe of Erona s: And now, 
like the fooliſh Bird thar hides its Head, and reſts ſatisfied that be- 
cauſe its own Eyes are blinded, no Body elſe, can ſee ; ſo this vain- 
glorious Man imagin'd, that. while his View was turn'd from the 
Maanyclh of his Birth, wer People wou By ne er be ſenſible 


of it. 

At length his 3 (that Bane of Gratitude) was grown to ſuch 
a Pitch, as to make him deſpiſe the Author of all his Happineſs ; 
and in return to all that Love and generous Affection which the fair 


Erona hourly paid him, he us d her with the utmoſt Contempt and 
Inhumanity ; and after half a Year's Marriage, pretending that ſhe was 


barren, introduced a Law for Polygamy, which was publickly allow'd; 


and ſtill keeping Erona in the molt ſervile Manner, he by publick Em- 


baſſies made Propoſals to Artaxia, who, tho ſhe bore as great a Hate 


to him, as ſhe did ſincere Affection to the, equally unworthy King 


Plexertus, yet to further ſome private Views; ſhe; judged it proper to 
draw him on a little, and let him feed upon falſe Hopes; which ſo 
puffed him up, that already in Imagination he was in Poſſeſſion of 
her Perſon, and crown'd King of Armenia, which Throne he look d 
upon but as a Step to more Monarchies; as if Fortune had no other 


Uſe for her Wheel, but to turn it to his Advantage: But in the In- 


terim, there being a great Aſſembly met together, conſiſting of moſt 
of the Princes of Aſia, with an Intent to pay their Complements to 


thoſe two inimitable Princes, Pyrocles and Muſidorus, he wou d by all 


Means make one, not out of a grateful Purpoſe of acknowledging 
the Obligations which he had to them, which were equal to the great- 
eſt that any of the other Princes had ſuſtain d, but becauſe he ima- 
gin d that he ſhou d by them be as much courted and cajol d, as among 
the Underlings that ſwarm'd about his own infeſted Court ; : Bur. he 
was greatly baulk d; for the Opinion that Royal Company held of 
him, came much nearer to Diſdain than Honour; which he quickly 
found by their Behaviour to him, ſo different from that they ſhew'd 
to one another, Upon this he began to be confounded in himſelf, till 
the Tribe of fawning Sycophants, that follow'd in his Train, per- 
ſwaded him that their indifferent Behaviour to him, proceeded from 
nothing but their Envy of his growing Greatneſs, and advis'd him im- 
mediately to leave them, and forward the Treaty with Artaxia; 
which he readily agreed to. Blind and credulous !. to imagine that 
a Queen, and ſuch an accompliſh'd one, wou d be content to ſhare a 
Husband, or ſubmit to the Embraces of ſuch a mean n unworthy Crea- 
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254 Fir Philip Sidney's A CADIA, 


ture; bur ſo far his Pride and Self. ſufficiency prevail'd, as to perſwade 
him he was ſure of it, while his injur d Wife, the poor Erona, was fo 
ſubdued and brought to ſuch an Ebb of Reſolution, as quietly to ſub. 


mit to an chis monſtrous Treatment, urg'd on either by the Violence 


of her Paſſion, or elſe determin'd (as it ofren happens in the greateſt 
Minds) to juſtify her Choice, and patiently abide the urmoſt Conſe- 
quence of Evil, which that could draw upon her; for ſo ſurpriſingly 
did ſhe behave, as not only to bear his Inſults, but her ſelf to be the 
Tool to forward them, and at his Requeſt, to write to Queen Artaria, 
that ſhe was very willing, in regard both to her Husband's Welfare 
and the People's, to have a ſecond Place in his Bed and Throne, and 
yield the Preference in Both to her ſuperiour Merit: Nay, ſo far did 
ſhe carry her mean Obedience, as not only to conſent to his injurious 
Treatment, but to paint out his Perfections, (or at leaſt thoſe which 
her Partiality aſſign d him) and even woo Artaxia for him. | 


But that Queen retaining a mortal Hatred againſt them both, upon 
Account of her Brother's Death, did yet skreen it till ſhe could have 
an Opportunity of putting it in full Practice; and therefore pretending 


| that all her Rage was pointed at thoſe two Mirrors of Perfection, Mu- 


[idorus and Pyrocles, ſhe even forwarded their Excuſes of her Brother's 
Murder, as not being the principal Actors, tho, driven by irreſiſtible 
Neceſſity, they were the ſad Occaſion; and fo artfully did ſhe manage, 
that tho in Reality ſhe promis'd nothing, yet Antiphilus was perſwaded 


of all ſhe wou d have him think, and a folemn Interview was appointed; 


but to ſpeak in the Poet's Stile, Hymen forgot his Saffron- coloured 
Robe; for Artaxia having privately laid a Party of Soldiers in wait, 
which ſhe could eaſily do, he being fully perſwaded that ſhe was for- 
warder than he for the Alliance, when he came up to her with open 


Arms, tho' with a haughty Countenance, as if he rather accepted than 


ſued for the Poſſeſſion of her, inſtead of meeting him as he expected, 
ſhe gave the Signal for her Guard, who all ruſh'd out, and having 


much the Advantage of Antiphilus's Retinue, both in Number, 
Strength and premeditated Preparation, they ſoon put all his Train 


to the Sword, except thoſe few that were ſwift of Flight; and taking 
both him and Erona Priſoner, by Artaxia s Order they were loaded 
with Irons and carried to a Dungeon, near her Brother's Tomb, where 
ſhe deſigned to ſacriſice them to his Memory, placing the Regard ſhe 
held for That between her Breaſt and any Impulſe of Compaſſion, from 
which by Nature ſhe was far from being alienatet. 8 8 


And now the different Effects which hard Adverſity produces in a 
baſe and noble Mind, began to ſhew itſelf; for Antiphilus, who knew 
no Greatneſs but what his Power gave him, being diveſted of that, 
his own ignoble Mind ſunk him farther than Calamity could drive 
him, meanly begging Life, where Reaſon might aſſure him his Entrea- 

| | | ties 
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56 would be Vain; and pootly bemoaning his unlucky Fare, When he 


muſt neceſſatily know. that his Cries wou'd be the moſt pleaſing 
Muſick his Enemies cou'd hear; making ten thouſand Promiſes and 


Proteſtations, which he muſt know would be of as little Uſe to hin, 
and be as little regarded, as if he made them to the whiſtling Wind. 
While the poor betray d Erona, griev'd indeed, but in ſuch a Manner 
as ſhew'd that ſhe was inur d to Sorrows and Adveriuy, and being al- 
ready wounded in the tendereſt Part of her Happineſs, was rather 


willing to meet, than avoid that End of her unmerited Miſeries; great. 


ly diſdaining to ſue for her own Life, yet condeſcending to ſpeak for 
Antiphilus; but in all Extremities behaving wich an undaunted Cou- 
rage, and ſhewing an equal eres e of true hae 8 in a n, as on 


a Throne. 


But now I muſt turn my Subject to Nest Planpus, who being con- 
tinually in Queen Artax:a's Court, happen'd to be preſent at the raking 
of Erona ; her Beauty, Yourh, and reſolute Behaviour charm'd him; 
Compaſſion for her unhappy Fate urg d on the Prepoſſeſſion he found 


for her, and being permitted by Artaxia now and then to viſit her, it 


very ſoon grew up to the moſt violent Paſſion; and knowing that he had 
no Time to loſe, he took the firſt Opportunity of declaring it to Ero- 


na, aſſuring her that there was no Dangers he would nor prove to pre- 


ſerve het valued Life, in which his own wis interwoven. She heard him 
calmly out, and then reply'd, That as to what contern'd het ſelf in 
the black Tragedy, ſhe was entirely eaſy; that Life to her was bur of 
lictle Conſequence, being conſtrain d to play a Part on the World's 
Stage, that ſhe was weary of performing; and therefore begg'd him 
not to throw away his officious Care on her, who never cou d deſerve 
it from him ; but if he would really prove himſelf poſſeſs d of that 
Friendſhip os her which he pretended, ſhe begg'd he wou'd employ it ro 
ſave Antiphilus, and in that ſhe aſſur d him he would do her a real Ser- 
vice. Plangus cou d not forbear repreſenting to her how great a Flay 
it was in het Judgment, to regard the Safety of a Wretch who had 
treated her ſo inhumanely, without Senſe of Love, of Gratitude, or 
Honour. Bur ſhe, deaf to any Remonſtrances that were not in his Fa. 
vour, reſented whatever Plangus offer d upon that Head, excuſing all 
his Actions, or at leaſt endeavouring to do it; and when Plangus ob- 
jected ſome of the moſt nototious of them, which it was impoſſible for 
her to extenuate, ſhe only anſwerd, That he was her Husband, and 
that both Duty and Inclination ablig'd her to be ſolicitous for his Safe. 
ty, which ſhe did and ever ſhou'd a thouſand Times prefer befote het 
own, The Prince was ſadly griev d to ſind het fo obſtinate in her ill- 
judg d Love; but being as great a Slave to het, as ſhe was to Antiphi- 
55 the Power ſhe had over him oblig d him to uſe his utmoſt Efforts 


to obey her hard Injunctions; and tho? he had not only look'd upon 


Antiphilis as a Traytor to the only Woman in the World that by re- 
garded, 
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garded, but the Poſſeſſer of that Woman, and conſequently à Bat to 
all he hop'd of Happineſs; yet his generous Inclination fo far prevail'd, 
as to make him uſe his utmoſt Intercſt with Artaxia ro preſerve his Ri- 
yal's Life, But ſhe, whoſe tender Breaſt (once the Receptacle of 
Pity and Compaſſion) was now fill'd with Fury and Revenge, which 
her Judgment repreſented to her as highly laudable, wou'd hear no In- 
terceſſion in either his or Erona's Favour, but confin'd them ſtill the 
-more, the more ſhe was urg'd to their Deliverance; only prolonging 
their Lives till a prefixd Time; and on the Birth Day of Tyriaztes, 
which was very near, ſhe deſign'd to execute Antiphilus, and upon the 
Anniverſary of his Death, which was about half a Year after, the de- 
termin'd that Erona ſhou'd undergo the ſame Fate. Plangus was infi- 
nitely griey'd that he cou'd meer with no better Succeſs in behalf of 
Antiphilus ; but when he thought of Erona's Suffering, he grew di. 
ſtrated ; he knew not what Courſe to take, or how to turn himſelf 
in this great Exigence; at laſt he reſolved to go to Lycra, and try whether 
he cou'd rouze up the Spirit of the People to take Arms, and by Force 
reſcue their Queen. But that Hope was ſoon deſtroy d, for the imme- 
diate Heir had taken that Opportunity to uſurp her Place; and uſing a 
thouſand Inſinuations to make her odious to her Subjects, upon Ac- 
count of the unworthy Choice which ſhe had made, ſettled himſelf up- 
on her Throne; and not content with that, wrote to Artaxia to urge 
her on to her Deſtruction, which was the only Thing that cou d ſecure 
him in his illegal Power, and give him a Face of Juſtice. When Plan. 
gus came to find this, and that there was nothing to be done that Way, 
he engag'd ſome of his neareſt Friends to join with him in getting 
Antiphilus out of Priſon, his Fate being ſo much nearer than Erona's; 
and apprehending that his Death might poſſibly haſten hers, without 
the Help of Artaxia's Cruelty, he determin'd firſt to deliver him, and 
for that Purpoſe order d Matters as privately as he cou'd. Artaxia 
having employ'd ſeveral of Tyridates old Servants to obſerve his Acti- 
ons, and conſulting with Antiphilus, which by his Authority he found 
Means to do, they agreed upon the Time and Manner of his Eſcape, 
which was to be compaſs'd by the Death of his Goalers, every thing 
being now in a Readineſs, and Plangus voluntarily putting himſelf in 
the utmoſt Danger to ſave a Wretch, whoſe Life was not worth his 
leaſt Hazard : When the Time came, the abject Villain, who in his 
Proſperity was like a Bladder over-filfd, ready to burſt with the empty 
Breath of Vanity, and now in Adverſity meanly ſubmitting his Neck 
to be trod upon, juſt upon the Point, his cowardly Heart fail'd him; 
and tho with running a very little Hazard, he might in all humane 
Probability have ſecur'd both his Life and Honour, yet he durſt not 
run the Venture; but always placing his Hopes and Fears on the wrong 
Byaſs, he very judiciouſly thought, that if he diſcover'd this Plot to 
Arta xia, ſhe would undoubtedly give him his Life for a Reward : And 
accordingly, juſt before the Time that the Signal was to o be given of 
his 
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his Eſcape, he diſcover all he knew to his Keeper, with vodvailing 9 9 
Tears, falſly proteſting that he would much ſooner ſubmit to be put to it 
Death by Artaxia's Command, than make his Eſcape againſt her Plea- | 9 
ſure; but withall, begging chat his Life might be granted him, tho up- 5 
on the hardeſt Terms, and with any the moſt wretched Impoſitions 9 
that ſhe thought fit to lay upon him. Having made this villainous 9 
Diſcovery, t 0 Keeper took his Meaſures accordingly; and when [| f 
Plangus came, he was very near being taken; but having ſome Reaſon 1 
to believe his Purpoſes were diſcover d, he haſtily retir'd, and call- i j 
ing his Friends about him, ſtood upon his Guard, which he had need bl 
enough of doing; for Artaxia being told of his Attempt, and think- Wl 
ing him poſſeſs d of the very Spirit of Ingratitude, having ever been, 1 
by both her Brother and her ſelf, not only skreend from the Fury of 1 
his Father, but us'd with all the Reſpect that was due to his Birth, Wh! 
ſhe ſent.a Party of her Guards to apprehend him; bur he had ſo great. 1 
ly gain'd upon all the Military Men, and ſo 95 were the Regards Wh. 
ly held for him, that he not only ſecur d himſelf from the Fury of Wl. 
the incens d Queen, but moved great Compaſſion in them for poor 1 
Erona's unhappy Fate. Wil 
Bi which mention d the Safety of Antiphilus, not one wou d join WW, 
with him: The Contempt which his ignoble Actions had implanted in (T8 
them, was not to be effaced; and the Queen found no Difficulty in 198 
glutring her Revenge on him, by giving him up to the moſt torturing bu - 
Death, which was inflicted by the Women of the City; who hating 1 
him with the utmoſt Inveteracy, upon Account of his introducing their 5 
moſt deteſted Law, Polygamy, petition d the Queen that they might 148 
have the executing of him, which ſhe granted ; and after they had 48 
griev'd him with all kind of Tortures, they throw'd him off a high i748 
Pyramid, which was built over Thridates' Tomb, obliging him to 1 
end his Life in as deſpicable ; a Manner as he had ſpent it. 1 
Plangus being now well aſſur'd that Artaria only wilted the ap- 1 
pointed Day, when in the fair Erona s Aſhes ſhou'd be writ the com- 9 
pleating of her Revenge, he ſummond all his Friends, (for tho in a N 
ſtrange Nation, his Virtues had gain d him many, ) and determin'd by [i il 
Force to tear her from the Deſtruction which ſo near approach'd her. 1 
On the other Side, Artaxia's Anger inſpiring her with more Courage tlian mY 
the Timerouſneſs of her Sex did with Fear, uſed all her Royal Power to 1 
quell their Mutiny: But Plangus, who is by the whole World allow d 1 
to equal the experteſt Soldier, as well in Politicks as Coutage, in the 109 
firſt Engagement got a conſiderable Victory, tho the Odds was great- Wh. 
ly on the Queen's Side; and among the reſt, took Prifoner a natural 1 
Son of het Brother s, for whom ſhe had the utmoſt Value; and con- Wi 
fining him cloſe Priſoner, ſent her Word that he ſhou'd (leaps Erona's. Ul 
Fate, whare er it was; and therefore ſhe might proceed in the Manner iſ 
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258 Fr Philip Sidney's AR cADIA, 


ſhe approv'd. This Meſſage ſtopd her Hand, or otherwiſe the wou'd 
have haſten'd Erona's Death, in order to put an End to thoſe inteſtine = 


| Broils. 5 


At length ſome Principal Noblemen of the Country interpoſing, 
there was a Peace concluded ; all Perſons pardon d on both Sides, and 
all Priſoners, except Erona, deliver'd up: But it was agreed ſhe ſhou'd 
be put under the Charge of an honourable Nobleman, who was in 
Poſſeſſion of a Caſtle of great Strength, upon his being bound under 


' Oath, that if by the Day two Year from Tyridates Death, Fyrocles 


and Muſidorus did not appear in Perſon to engage and overcome two 
Knights, which Erona wou'd appoint to fight with them, that then ſhe 
ſhou'd upon that Day be deliver d up to be burn d to Aſhes; but if 


they came, and were victorious, that then ſhe ſhou'd be free; but 


upon no Terms be either deliverd or executed till that Time. To 
theſe Articles a ſolemn Oath was taken on all Sides, and a Peace was 
roclaim'd. Plangus Party obliging him to agree; which he wag 


much the willinger to do, not at all diſputing bur thoſe two meritori- 


ous Princes wou'd very readily take up the Challenge; and he did 
not in the leaſt doubt but they wou d get the better of any to Artaxia 


ſhou'd appoint. 


Artaxia, on her Side, was till better ſatisfied with the Agreement, 
having had private Intelligence from Plexertus, that he had accompliſh'd 
their Ruin, and given them a Prey to the relentleſs Waves, Bur this 
heavy News Plangus was a Stranger to; and finding his Party not 
ſpurr'd up with half his Eagerneſs, he was, as I ſaid before, oblig'd to 
accept the Peace, and Erona was deliver d into the Cuſtody of that noble 
Lord who was to be her Keeper, of whom Plangus eaſily obtain'd 


Leave to viſit her. But when he came, inſtead of being receiy'd ac- 


cording to what he had merited from her, ſhe fell into ſucceſſive Faint- 
ings, as if ſhe look'd upon him as the Occaſion of Antiphilus Death, 
becauſe he wanted Power to hinder it ; to whoſe Memory fhe paid the 
moſt exceſſive Grief, and ſuffer d neither his Want of Merit, either to 
her or in himſelf, at all to alleviate her Concern ; glorying in her Af. 
fiction, and ſhunning every Overture of Comfort, and taking every 
Method to deſtroy her ſelf, and lay down her hated Life, without 
making her own Hands acceſſary. When Plangus preſs'd her with all 
the Eloquence of a ſincere and tender Paſſion to mitigate her Sorrows, 
and told her the Conditions which were made, begging her to write to 
the two Princes, that they might come to her timely Aid, ſhe re- 
ply'd, That ſhe own'd her ſelf greatly oblig'd to him for the Care he 
rook about her, but that Life was now grown ſo great a Burthen to her, 
that ſo far from ſending to the Princes, ſhe wou'd not lift a Finger to 


preſerve it; and that if he had any Regard for her, he wou'd ſhew ic 


much the moſt, by letting her, undiſturb'd, haſten to follow her ſtill 
dear, tho loſt Antiphilus. This 
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this was all the Anſwer the wou'd give to his moſt preſſiug 455 
ments; but, ungrateful as ſhe Was, he ſtill: had too deep a Paſſion 


for her, to bear ſhe ſhou'd be made a Sacrifice to Artaxia's Rage; and 
therefore only paying himſelf with a raviſh'd Kiſs from het Hand at 
parting, he determin d to go into Greece, fot which Place he was in- 
form'd Pyrotles and Prince Mufidorus wete embark'd, and implore 
their Aſſiſtance ; but by che Way he accidentally intercepted ſome 
Letters, which were wrote from Artaxia to Plexertus, wherein ſhe 
gave her ſelf up to his Diſpoſal, aſſigning the long Inclination ſhe 


by his bringing to condign Puniſhment her greateſt Enemies, and ſo 
entitling himſelf to the publick Promiſe of her Crown and Perſon, 
extolling his Conduct and Management in over-reaching tliem, and 
_ thanking the Seas for concurring with him in ſuch a manner, that 
Plangus ſoon found there had been ſome Treaſon uſed in the Ship, 
which Plexertus furniſh'd them with: Wheteupon, determin'd to know 
the Truth of ir, he took Ship himſelf, and made his Way directly 
to Laconia ; and upon enquiring, found that there had ſuch a Veſſel 
been loſt, and that by Fire, but how it came about no Body knew; 
that as for Muſidorus and Pyrocles, they muſt undoubtedly be de- 
ſtroy d, ſince it was almoſt impoſſible for two ſuch Princes to be con- 
ceal'd in any Quarter of the World, much leſs in any Part of Greece: 


Stunn'd with this News, by grieving without Meaſute for the 
Loſs of two ſuch Men, who had now left no Pattern of Perfection 
in the World, the unhappy Plangus purſued his Way, not knowing 
what Courſe to ſteer, doubly lamenting their Overthrow at that Junc- 
ture, which at one Blow daſh'd his moſt ſanguine Hopes of Erona's 
Safety; but even that cutting Anguiſh was ſoon augmented by the 
Atrival of ſome Poſts, which were ſetit to him by the Nobleman that 
had Erona in Cuſtody, to inform him, that Artaxia, taking the Ad- 
vantage of his Abſence, had beſieg d him in his own Caſtle, demand- 
ing him to give het up, who yer in Regard to his Honout given, 
he had defended, and was detetmin d, if it were poſſible, to ſecure 
her till the appointed Day; but that he much fear d he ſhou'd be ne- 
ceſſitated to comply for want of Proviſion, which, truſting to the Ge- 
neral Oath, he had neglected to lay in, unleſs he came very ſooni 
to his Relief with a ſtrong Force, for that all his Friends in Armenia 
were diſpers d, and Artaxia hid increas d her Power by marrying 
Plexertus, who now erown d King, publickly avow'd and glory d in 
the Murder of Pyrocles and Muſidorus, to which he urg'd the reven- 
ging his Siſter Andromana, her Son, and his Daughter Zelmane, all 
whoſe Deaths he unjuſtly charg'd them with. Plangns was before in 
the urmoſt Conſternation, bur this killing News almoſt diſtracted 
him ; he was in the eruelleſt Strait, and knew not Which Way to turn 

himfelf, 


had had for him as one Reaſon of her Condeſcenſion, but confirm'd 
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himſelf. To return to Armenia was wholly vain, ſince his Friends 
were far from being in a Capacity of ſerving him; ſometimes he 
thought of applying to his Father, but he had ever [ſince che Death 
of his Step-morher, the wicked Andromana, been attempting to regain 
his Favour without Succeſs; - for thoſe People who had join d with 
the Queen to keep him out, knew there cou'd be no Safety for them 
1 if he return'd, and therefore were continually forging new Treache- 
1 ry to make him odious to his Father; ſo that Plangus wiſely conſi- 
1 dering, that he muſt defer that Work to a more convenient Seaſon, 
and that it would take up longer Time than the preſent Exigence 
wou'd admit, he ar laſt determin'd to addreſs himſelf to the great 
and good King Euarchus, who had juſt at that Time, to his eternal 
Fame, not only conquer'd his Enemies, but wich unparalleld Cle- 
mency eſtabliſh'd Peace and prudent Government in all their ſeveral 
Countries. Of him Plangus hop'd to have immediate Aſſiſtance, not 
only in Regard to the Juſtice of his Cauſe, bur alſo to revenge his 
Children's inhumane and unnatural Murder. | 


13 FEY 


| 1456 1715 
Medien 


Reliev d a little with this Thought, he went with the utmoſt Di- 
ligence to ſeek him; and in his Way paſſing through my Country, I 
chanc'd to meet him, the moſt poſleſs'd with Grief of any Man I 
hope I er ſhall ſee : Continually Erona's Image preſented itſelf be- 
fore his Eyes, bound and burning at a Stake, ſo deep an Impreſſion 
in his Fancy had the Apprehenſions of her Danger made; which, 
ſpight of all the Comfort I cou'd give him, broke out into ſuch vio- 
lent Agonies and deep Complainings, that I was determin'd not to 
let him paſs till he had given me a full Account of the Occaſion of 
them. Fain wou'd he have influenc'd me to undertake her Cauſe; but 
that being impracticable, upon Account of the Reſolution I had ta. 
ken, I only conducted him in Safety to the brave Euarchus. His 
Words made ſo deep an Impreſſion in my Mind, that when I return'd 
J committed em to Pen and Ink, as you have ſeen. And now, Ma- 
dam,:T have given you, as you commanded, the Particulars of this 
Story; on which, if you will take the Trouble to reflect, you will 
find that Love is too powerful a Deity to be reſiſted by the ſtrongeſt 
Mind; and, influenc'd by that Truth, be prevail'd upon, not only 
to pity the Principles, but think more favourably of the unfortu- 
nate Hiſtorian. Zelmane was greatly mov'd at Erona's unhappy Caſe; 
but aſſuring her ſelf that Euarchus would not refuſe to undertake it, 
more eſpecially ſince he cou'd at the ſame Time revenge the imagin'd 
Death of his Children, ſhe hop'd the beſt ; and Baſilius having finiſh'd 
his Narrative, to prevent his falling upon a more diſagreeable Sub- 
je, the begg'd the Shepherds might be call'd, who had for ſome 
Time been in Readineſs to begin the Eclogues. 


The End of the Second Book. 
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— 5 JHE Shepherds having, with great Applauſe on all 
| Sides, finiſh'd their rural Sports, and the Night be- 
ing far ſpent, Baſilius gave them Permiſſion to re- 
ire; and waiting upon Zelmane to her Chamber, 
zi which Complement ſhe wou'd much rather have 
paid to Philoclea, they all ſeparated under Pretence 

of going to Sleep; but that takes little Place in 
Lovers Eyes; and fo far were they from ſharing any Degree of it, 
that their buſy Thoughts wou'd ſcarce ſuffer them to counterfeit ir, 
but kept their Eyes upon the Watch all the long weary Night ; and 
more particularly flew the fair Pamela, whoſe anxious Thoughts had 
never had a Moment's Reſpite ſince the Time that her dear Shepherd's 
Danger had put them in Agitation; ſhe ne'er before was ſenſible 
how tenderly ſhe lovd him, and how inſupportable Life wou'd be 
to her without his influencing Preſence ; her lofty Mind, made ſoft 
and yielding, by her Apprehenſions of loſing all on Earth ſhe valued, 


Fo WEE. . | 
n \ _— 


would no longer ſuffer her to carry on that cold indifferent Behavi- 


our, which ſhe had hitherro maintain d to her humble Lover; ſpight 
of her ſelf, her Eyes and Words confeſs'd that Paſſion, which before 
XXX her 
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862 Fr Philip Sidney ARC ADA, 
her Heart was only privy to; and fearing, by every fad Particular of 


his Behaviour, that his Deſpair maſt very ſhortly triumph o'er his 


Love, ſhe determin'd not only inwardly to compaſſionate his Cares, 
but to give him outward Proofs of it; which ſhe took every Opportu- 
nity of doing, by not only hearing all he had to ſay, but making ſuch 
Replies as ſuited with the moſt fincere Regard. When ſpeaking of 
himſelf, by the Name of Mufſidorus, is a third Perſon, and complain- 
ing of the Rigour of his Fate, ſhe wou'd, with healing Pity, mitigate 
his Sorrows, by ſaying, That had ſhe been the Lady whom that meri- 
rorious Prince had loy'd, ſhe wou'd have us'd him with more Gentleneſs, 
and not have ſuffer'd ſuch a diſintereſted: Paſſion to have gone with- 
out Reward; ſince certainly that Love cou'd never juſtly be condemn'd, 

that had Virtue for its Baſis. Several Things ſhe utg'd to this * 
poſe, e er Dorus cou'd perſwade himſelf that they were meant to him; 
but when each Day's Behaviour confirm d him more than other in the 
happy Certainty, his Joy at the unlook'd-for Change exceeded all rea- 
ſonable Bounds, and pain'd him almoſt equal to his late Deſpair. As a 
poor Wretch, who has long been diſus d to the Sun's Brightneſs, upon 
being reſtor'd to a View of his enlightening Beams, finds them too 
powerful for his tender Opticks to ſupport; ſo our Lover's Spirits 
were ſcarcely ſtrong enough to bear the Effuſion of Delight, which Pa- 
mmela's Looks and Words ſhower d on him. But when he had a little 
recover'd the firſt Exceſſes of his Rapture, he thought himſelf now af. 


| ſur'd of the Summit of his Happineſs, and therefore could not perſwade 


himſelf to delay a Moment reaching it, not conſidering that then he 


was moſt likely to tumble headlong down the vaſt Aſcent ; but arbi- 
trary Love, like a haughty Tyrant, not content with poſſeſſing a 


Kingdom, without making it an unlimited Monarchy , and preſcrib- 
ing no Bounds to his Proceedings, urg d Dorus on, by one raſh; Action 
to be depos d, and in a Moment daſh'd the full Meaſure of his Happi- 
neſs, and mado him through his own raſh Error fling: away that Jewel, he 
had with ſo much Aſſiduity been labouring to obtain: For being. one Morn- 
ing, by Accident, lefr alone with Pamela, his raging Paſſien, like a 
mighty Fire that has long been pent, burſt out in tlie moſt violent 
Manner; and not regarding any Thing but that Opportunity he had 
been waiting for, he took her in his eager Arms, and upon her Lips 
attempted, in ſome Degree, to recompence the Agonies which ſhe ſo 
long had made him ſuffer. The frighted Fair was ſo aftoniſh'd at his 
preſumptive Raſhneſs, that for ſome Time, withour Reſiſtance, ſhe 
permitted him to hold her; but as he, who at that Moment was inſen- 
ſible to every Thing but the Dictates of his tranſported Paſſion, was 
proceeding on to prophane that Love which ſhe had truſted to him, 
ſhe haſtily ſprung from his Arms, and darting Flaſhes from her Eyes, 
more fierce than the red Lightening from the hiſſing Thunder: Bolt, and 
which ſtruck him with far greater Terror, looking at him with a fierce 
Diſdain: Be gone, ſhe cry'd, thou — ro my Sight, Stain of my Judg- 
ment, 
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ment, and laſting Monument of my too eaſy: Faith; O! how 1 hate 


my ſelf for truſting to thy tardy Honour; but be aſſurd I loath, de- 
teſt, and hate thee more for thy preſumptuous Breach of it: Be gone, 
fly. far away, and never more attempt to come within my injur d Sight, 
which through the urmoſt Limits of the Earth can never find ſo loath'd 
an Object. Upon this, without giving him Time to make the leaſt 
Reply, ſhe call'd aloud for Mopſa; and ehiding her for having left her, 
ſhe retir'd, leaving the poor Shepherd almoſt dead with Shame, Grisf 
and Reſentment againſt his own raſh Love; for having turry'd him on 
to ſnatch ar once that Happineſs, which by Degrees twas highly pro- 
bable he might have well ſecur'd ; bo which he now believed ro be 


for ever loſt. 


Diſtracted with that cruel Thovghe, "OM knowing which Way he 
took, he flew into the Woods, and throwing himſelf down at the 
Root of a ſhady Elm, he lay for fome Time motionleſs ; then ſtart- 
ing up, Wretch that J am, cry'd he, how am I fallen, and in a Mo- 
ment ſunk from the greateſt Height of Blifs that ever Mortal proy'd, 
ro the laſt Degree of Miſery; and that by no unlucky Chatice, no 
Blow of Fortune, but my own incortigible Folly ! Monſter that I was, 
not to be ſenſible that her diviner Virtue wou'd ſhrink at the unhal- 
low'd Touch, and fly the Stain of impious Wiſhes and unbridled Love! 
To bear the Weight of her Diſpleaſure, on any Terms, was what I ne- 


ver cou'd have undergone without the laft Regret; but to be conſeious 


that I have merited her Frowns, and in fo high a Manner, that I can 
ſcarce hope to be forgiven, tortures my Breaſt with more than mortal 
Agonies, and ſhocks my Reaſon almoſt paſt its Uſe. Torn with theſe 
killing Thoughts, he wander'd up and down the Woods all the long 
tedious Day, careleſs of his needful Food; and when the Night ap. 
proach'd, incapable of Reft, he wotrd have let that paſs in the ſame 


neglectful Manner, bur fearing the impertinent Enquiries of Dameras, 


he retir'd to the Lodge, where Sleep was diſtane from him as his Joys; 
and revolving ten thouſand Ways how he might make his Princeſs ſen- 


ſible how dear his raſii preſumptuous Love had coſt him, and that his 


bold Proceedings were ſpur'd on by That, and not the Effect of a laſ- 


civious Purpoſe, or Wantonneſs of Heart, he at laſt determind to 


write to her, deſpairing that he e' er again ſhou'd gain her Preſence; and 


taking Pen and Ink he ſate him down, the only Moment's Reſt that 


he had prov'd ſince his unlucky Treſpaſs: Long he remain d irreſolure 


what Stratagem to fix upon, by which ſhe might infenfibly be drawn 
in to read it; for much he fear d, thar if ſhe knew abruptly that it 


came from him, ſhe wou'd comaitly commit the Peruſal of it to the 


Flames; at laſt he concluded it wou di at leaſt be neceſſary to counter- 


feir his Hang, which ſhe was too well acquainted with, not to know 
on the moſt ſuperficial View: A thouſand Times he ſer his trembling 


Hand to the una d Paper, and as often drew it back; at laſt he 
wrote 
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wrote a Line, then in a Rage defac'd it, as not half expreſſive of his 
Meaning; then he began another, but that he thought ſtill poorer ; 
this Sentence was too brief, that too prolix, this too unintelligible, 
that too plain; in ſhort, at length tird with not approving, yer un- 
able to make it better, he finiſh'd it: After it was done, he was a 


thouſand Times about to tear it; but at laſt reflecting that he cou'd 
not poſſibly be in a worſe Condition, ſhou'd ſhe reject it, he determin d 


if to let it go, and folding it up, all the Time devoutly praying that it 
it might meet the wiſh'd Succeſs, he watch'd his Opportunity, when 
10 they were all gone to the other Lodge to Dinner, and going with time- 
| rous Steps up to Pamela's Chamber, he laid it in a little ſilver Standiſh 
| which he knew ſhe often us d, and kiſſing it, and imploring its friendly 
it Shelter for that humble Paper from all Eyes but hers, he return'd ; 
1 but e' er he had got half way down the Stairs, he thought it proper to 
0 move the Standiſh to ſome Place, where he might be ſure ſhe wou'd 
100 obſerve its Change of Situation; and turning back, he placed it upon 
1 her Pillow, that when ſhe went to Bed, ſhe might be ſure to ſee it, 
„ if before it eſcap'd her Obſervation; and then returning ro his own 
"lt Apartment, he gave himſelf up to pining Melancholy and black De- 
tl | ſpair, the only Companions that he had admitted ſince his ſad Baniſh- 
1 ” ment from Pamela's Preſence. | 
th lj x If he was in a Poſture of the utmoſt Sorrow and Uneaſineſs, the fair 
„ obdurate Source of his Anxiety was far from being at perfect Reſt ; 
„ the Night had paſt away with leaden Wings, and the approaching 
„ Day deny'd her that Repoſe which ſhe had rob'd him of, whoſe only 
„ Fault was a too violent and ill: tim d Exceſs of Paſſion. In Company 
„ ſhe was uneaſy, and reſtleſs when alone; but ſtill choſe the latter, that 
10 ſhe might, undiſturb d, enjoy her own Reflections; and therefore, ſoon 
e as ever Dinner was over, ſhe retir'd to her Chamber; the Moment ſhe 
WL | came into it ſhe ſaw the Standiſh had been movd, and Curioſity 
Wilt bblig' d her to look into it; but when ſhe ſaw the Paper, her ſympa- 
i 1 thizing Heart immediately inform'd her who it came from; and ſhut- 
1 ting it to again, as if Infection had been in the harmleſs Box, ſhe 
1 threw it down, and with great Precipitancy retir'd to the further Cor- 
1 ner of the Room, as if ſhe fear d that it wou d follow her: But many 
1 Moments did not paſs e er ſhe repented, and wiſh'd that ſhe had look d 
„ it over; and yet, cry'd ſhe, ſhall T encourage his rude Inſolence by 
W's | reading his vain Excuſes ; but then, continued ſhe, he is not by, 
„ to ſee my Folly, or take Advantage of my Weakneſs; beſides, tis 
Wl poſſible he mayn't perſiſt in his heinous Crime, but by his Penitence 
Wil in ſome Degree alleviate it, Pleas'd with this Thought, ſhe ſnatch'd 
[HE the Paper up, that no rigid one might interfere, and ſtop the 
11 ſcarce-form'd Reſolution; and opening it, with trembling Hand and 


beating Heart, with faultering Voice, ſhe read the following Words. 
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 Moderniz/d by Mrs. STANLEY. 265 


Don't pretend, thou injur d heavenly Creature, by this Preſump- 

* tion, to extenuate my Crime; I know it is of much too 
high a Nature to bear the leaſt Alleviation : I only wou'd con- 
vince you, that nothing but the Malice of my moſt inveterate Stars 
cou d e er have urg d me on, by one raſh Step, to forfeit that Eſteem 1 
have ſo long been labouring to gain; tho wou'd your juſt Reſent- 
ment ſuffer you coolly to reflect upon the whole of my Behaviour, 
you wou'd, I think, allow it has been far from anſwerable to any 
wanton Flame, or ſenſual Paſſion : Ir has, till that unhappy Mo- 
ment, been reſtrain'd within the ſtricteſt Bounds; and tho' I own 
my ſelf to merit all the Severity you can impoſe, yet think there is 
a little Partiality due to him, who wou'd with his own Hands re- 
venge upon himſelf the Violence he offer d, but that he owns you 
only have a Power to inflict an equal Puniſhment. The moſt rigid 
Judge wou'd make Allowance for a Madman's Rage; and ſure T 
ought to be as little anſwerable for my Behaviour in that extatick 
Moment, when the Height of my infatuating Paſſion render'd me ut- 


terly jncapable of any thing but the Impulſes of its too arbitrary 
Power. O had you ever been but in the leaſt Degree ſubſervient to 


that commanding Tyrant, or e er experienc d his reſiſtleſs Force, you 
wou'd not ſure, unheard, condemn a Wretch, whoſe awful Love 
(if not ſubdued by its own Force) not all the Powers of Earth or 
Heaven cou'd have work d up to ſuch a Raſhneſs, which nothing 
leſs than all his Stock of future Quiet can make Aronement for, 
I own my Crime, and know the Greatneſs of it: By Heaven, 'twas 
more than Sacrilege, with impious Hands, to attempt prophaning 
that angelick Form, by which alone we judge of heavenly Perfecti- 
on; yet were our Makers Image ſtamp'd upon the Loadſtone, the 
attracted Needle wou'd certainly wound it with its rude Embrace, 
tho' ſure it cou'd not be accountable for the involuntary Prophana- 
tion. I think the Parallel is juſt : But hold, my Pen! how am J 


| hurry'd on by frantick Grief, to excuſe that Crime, which can in no 
Degree be heighten'd, but by being juſtified ! Not all Mmerva's Ora. 


tory can leſſen it; my Doom is fixd; and I, like a poor Wretch, 
depriv'd of all the Joys in Life, muſt wander up and down the ſoli- 
tary Earth, attended with the double Curſe of having firſt prov'd 
the greateſt Raptures it could yield. Permit me then once, oer F 
go, to take my laſt Farewell, twill be the moſt effectual Method 
you can imagine to encreaſe my Puniſhment, and, if poſſible, heigh- 
ten the Tortures I ſhall prove at Parting. I wont pretend to ſay 
my Life will follow the Separation; no, that wou'd be too great a 
Happineſs; but I ſhall drag it on a uſeleſs Load for any Purpoſe, 
but to prolong my Miſery, and make me every Hour more ſenſible 
how great a Wretch T am. Bur if your Mercy will not ſuffer you 
to grant this laſt Requeſt, I then at leaſt ſhall have the Satisfaction 
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266 Sir Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 


of knowing that my Torments are already anſwerable ro your Re- 
ſentment. However you determine, may Heaven ſtill make your 
peace its moſt diſtinguiſh'd Care; may you ne er be ſenſible how 
much I ſuffer, nor how great a Load of Woes your Rigour has im- 
pos'd upon a Wretch, whoſe greateſt Crime was being too ſenſibly af. 
feed with your diſtracting Beauties; leſt too late you ſhou'd relent, 
and by regretting the ſeyere Decree, ſuffer a Moment's Pain; which 
ſer in Competition, wou'd far outweigh my Life, tho' ſpent in the 
ſeyereſt Tortures. Farewell; a long Farewell to you, and all 
my Happineſs 2 May the Gods provide for you a Man more worthy 
of your Regard and your Eſteem; and, to preſerve that greateſt 
carthly Bleſſing, may he love you leſs; and then he will, tis poſſi. 
ble, ſubmit to thoſe cool Rules your rigorous V irtue wou d impoſe, 
cho' ſure the leaſt Degree of Paſſion which you inſpire, mult be he. 
yond the higheſt Influence of any other Woman. I dare not hope 
you can ſo far forget my Crime, as to indulge me in a laſt Adieu; 
but reflect upon it as the laſt Requeſt of a Man, who has, in more 
than Words, for you abandon'd his Country, Parents, Honour and 
his Fame; and wou d, by the eternal Powers, confirm the Compli. 
ment with his own Life, cou'd that convince you of his Truth, or 
make Atonement for his neceſſitated Crime. But whether do my 
preſumptuous Wiſhes hurry me! As well might I pretend to appeate 
offended Heaven, or ſtop the hiſſing Thunderbolt, when levied from 
the Hand of angry Fove, to ſtrike ſome deſtin'd erring Mortal, as 


but imagine your Juſtice will give Place, and not be fix d as every 


other Attribute, which bountcous Heaven has ſo liberally given 


you from its own Stores. I know not whether you will ever deign 
to give theſe melancholy Lines a reading; if you commit them to 


the Flames. unheard, they will but ſhare their Maſter's Fate. O 
may the all-gracious Powers put as quick a Period to my Woes; or 
elſe incline your Breaſt to feel a little Tenderneſs for him, who, 
'ſpight of all your Rigour, will be ſtill your Slave; and by the 


eternal Powers, glory more in that Captivity, than in being an ar- 
* bicrary Monarch over the habitable Earth, and the once unconquer'd 


Mus1DoRvus. 


P. F. think your Goodneſs will not ſuffer me long to prove 
* the more than human Torture of Suſpence ; I therefore, 
“(if my trembling Limbs will give me leave) ſhall this Af. 

ternoon attempt to ſee you; and believe me, they. are ſo 

obedient to your Commands, that if you can be fo cruel 

«* as to inſiſt upon it, they will after that convey this oſſend- 

ing Object for ever from your Sight. 


She 
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Moderniz'd by Mrs. STAXLEY:. 267 


She read this Letter two or tliree Times over; the Diſpute ran high a 
between her Pride and Inclitation ; but e er even ſhe herſelf cou'd de- 5 
termine which ſhou d get the were ſhe was interrupted by her Siſter 
and Miſoò s calling her down to receive Zelmane, who was come to pay her 
Complements to the two Siſters ; while rhe reſtleſs Queen till preſs'd 
her Bed with her uncaſy Weight, giving Mio an Opportunity to exert 
her ſhreweſs Office, which ſhe charg d her ſtrictly to obſerve, and not 
ſuffer Zelmane and Philoclea to have a Moment to themſelves ; which 
Charge, like a reſtiye Cur, ſhe ſnaclingly perform d. Zeb thus 
hunted between Gyneciz's Jealouſy, and Baſilius officious Dotage, was 
in the utmoſt Strait; it was impoſſible for her to gratify the one, and 
highly dangerous to refuſe the other: She had nothing to alleviate this 
continual Evil, but as much as poſſible to avoid them both; and Baj.- / 
lius being then in his Wife's Chamber, conſulting upon the Account | 1 
which P//anax and ſome other Noblemen had ſent him of the late Riot, 1 
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in which they very much ſuſpected Cecropia had a Part, ſhe took char iy 
Opportunity of carrying her Body where her Soul continually attend - 1 
ed. Philoclea receiv d her with a baſhful Joy, as being conſcious there 1 
was more Temerity due to the Lover than the Friend; beſides, ſhe 1 1 
now vainly fear'd that every Eye ſhou d find, what even the penetrating 4168 
ones of Love had in her ſo long eſcap'd ; ſo weak a] udge is apprehen- 1 
five Fear; but notwithſtanding that, ſhe cou'd notſreſiſt joining with her wi 
Siſter, in careſſing and ſhewing the moſt officious Tenderneſs to Ze/mane, 9 
But while they were thus employ'd, and giving Feathers to the 98 
leaden Wings of Time, there came to the Door of the Lodge fix ſeem- {#108 
ing Country Girls; they were all of them in one Dreſs, which was 1 
ſcarlet Petticoats that reach d little lower than their Knees, embroi- Wi 
der'd up and down in Imitation of Vine-Leaves; their Legs were naked, Wa, 
only a little above their Ancles were ty'd black Silk-Laces, upon 280 
which were hung ſome little ſilver Bells, and the fame above their bl 
naked Elbows ; their Heads were crown'd with Garlands of Roſes and : 20 
Gilliflowers; J 1 Necks were all uncover'd to the View: The fore- 1 Ul. 
moſt of them was beautifully Fair, and the reſt might have been 1 
eſteem'd exceeding lovely, but that they had ſufter'd their Faces to be . 15 
ſcorch d by the ſtrenuous Kiſſes of Phæbus too piercing Beams. The Ap- FRA 
pearance of a decent Modeſty ſhone in their Eyes, and their Habits 1 
ſeem'd not more ſimple than their Minds. They had each of them 1 
ſome Inſtrument of Muſick in their Hands, which they touch'd fo re- 1 
gularly ſweet, as compoſed a very agreeable Harmony. The Sound 1 
of the Muſick entering the Lodge on ſuch a ſudden, ſurpris'd the La- 1 
dies, and gave them a Curioſity to know from whom ſo charming an 4 
Embaſſador cou d proceed; and going all of them out together, they bh. | 
found the Maidens ſtanding at the Door; but before they cou'd have 1 
Time to ask any Queſtions, the e in a reſpectful cho lively Wh. 
Manner, approach d, and thus addreſs d them. 1 i 
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ac Fr Philip Sidney ARCADIA, 


of knowing that my Torments are already anſwerable ro your Re- 
ſentment. However you determine, may Heaven ſtil make your 
Peace its moſt diſtinguiſh'd Care; may you ne er be ſenſible how 
much I ſuffer, nor how great a Load of Woes your Rigour has im- 
pos'd upon a Wretch, whoſe greateſt Crime was being too ſenſibly af- 
fected with your diſtracting Beauties; leſt too late you ſhou'd relent, 


and by regretting the ſeyere Decree, ſuffer a Moment's Pain ; which 
ſer in Competition, wou'd far outweigh my Life, tho' ſpent in the 


ſeyereſt Tortures. Farewell; a long Farewell to you, and all 
my Happineſs : May the Gods provide for you a Man more worthy 
of your Regard and your Eſteem; and, to preſerve that greateſt 
carthly Bleſſing, may he love you leſs ; and then he will, tis poſſi- 
ble, ſubmit to thoſe cool Rules your rigorous V irtue wou' d impoſe; 
tho ſure the leaſt Degree of Paſſion which you inſpire, muſt be he- 
yond the higheſt Influence of any other Woman. I dare not hope 


you can ſo far forget my Crime, as to indulge me in a laſt Adieu; 
but reflect upon it as the laſt Requeſt of a Man, who has, in more 


than Words, for you abandon d his Country, Parents, Honour and 
his Fame ; and wou'd, by the eternal Powers, confirm the Compli. 
ment with his own Life, cou'd that convince you of his Truth, or 
make Atonement for his neceſſitated Crime. But whether do my 
preſumptuous Wiſhes hurry me! As well might I pretend to appeate 
offended Heaven, or ſtop the hiſſing Thunderbolt, when levied from 
the Hand of angry Jove, to ſtrike ſome deſtin'd erring Mortal, as 


but imagine your Juſtice will give Place, and not be fix'd as every 


other Attribute, which bountcous Heaven has ſo liberally given 


you from its own Stores. I know not whether you will ever deign 


to give theſe melancholy Lines a reading; if you commit them to 
the Flames. unheard, they will but ſhare their Maſter's Fate. O 
may the all-gracious Powers put as quick a Period to my Woes; or 
elſe incline your Breaſt to feel a little Tenderneſs for him, who, 
'{pight of all your Rigour, will be ſtill your Slave; and by the 
eternal Powers, glory more in that Captivity, than in being an ar- 


© bitrary Monarch over the habitable Earth, and the once unconquer'd 


Mus1Dorvs. 


P. F. think your Goodneſs will not ſuffer me long to prove 
the more than human Torture of Suſpence ; I therefore, 
“(if my trembling Limbs will give me leave) ſhall this Af. 

ternoon attempt to ſee you; and believe me, they are ſo 

obedient to your Commands, that if you can be fo cruel 
as to inſiſt upon it, they will after that convey this offend- 
ing Object for ever from your Sight. | 


She 


. 


[ 
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She read this Letter two or three Times over; the Diſpute ran high 


between her Pride and Inclination ; but c'er even ſhe herſelf cou'd de- 
termine which ſhou'd get the better, ſhe was interrupted by her Siſter 
and M/#'s calling her down to receive Zelmeane, who was come to pay her 
Complements to the two Siſters ; while the reſtleſs Queen till preſs'd 
her Bed with her uncaſy Weight, giving Miſo an Opportunity to exert 
her ſhreweſs Office, which ſhe charg'd her ſtrictly to obſerve, and not 
ſuffer Zelmane and Philaclea to have a Moment to themſelves ; which 
Charge, like a reſtive Cur, ſhe ſnarlingly perform d. Zelmane thus 
hunted between Gynecia's Jealouſy, and Baſilius officious Dotage, was 


in the utmoſt Strait; it was impoſſible for her to gratify the one, and 


highly dangerous to refuſe the other : She had nothing to alleviate this 
continual Evil, but as much as poſſible to avoid them both; and Baj- 
lius being then in his Wife's Chamber, conſulting upon the Account 
which Ph:lanax and ſome orher Noblemen had ſent him of the late Riot, 


in which they very much ſuſpected Cecropia had a Part, ſhe took that 


Opportunity of carrying her Body where her Soul continually attend- 
ed. Philaclea receiv d her with a baſhful Joy, as being conſcious there 


was more Temerity due to the Lover than the Friend; beſides, ſhe 


now yainly fear d that every Eye ſhou d find, what even the penetrating 
ones of Love had in her ſo long eſcap'd ; ſo weak a Judge is apprehen- 
five Fear; but notwithſtanding that, ſhe cou'd notſreſiſt joining with her 
Siſter, in careſſing and ſhewing the moſt officious Tenderneſs to Zelmamc. 


But while they were thus employ'd, and giving Feathers to the 
leaden Wings of Time, there came to the Door of the Lodge fix ſeem- 
ing Country Girls; they were all of them in one Dreſs, which was 
ſcarlet Petticoats that reach'd little lower than their Knees, embroi. 
der d up and down in Imitation of Vine-Leaves; their Legs were naked, 
only a little above their Ancles were ty'd black Silk-Laces, upon 
which were hung ſome little filver Bells, and the ſame above their 
naked Elbows ; their Heads were crown'd with Garlands of Roſes and 
Gilliflowers; their Necks were all uncover'd to the View: The fore- 
molt of them was beautifully Fair, and the reſt might have been 
eſteem'd exceeding lovely, but that they had ſuſfer d their Faces to be 
ſcorch'd by the ſtrenuous Kiſſes of Phæbus too piercing Beams. The Ap- 
pearance of a decent Modeſty ſhone in their Eyes, and their Habits 
ſeem'd not more ſimple than their Minds. They had each of them 
ſome Inſtrument of Muſick in their Hands, which they ronch'd ſo re- 
gularly ſweet, as compoſed a very agreeable Harmony. The Sound 
of the Muſick entering the Lodge on ſuch a ſudden, ſurpris'd the La- 
dies, and gave them a Curioſity ro know from whom ſo charming an 
Embaſſador cou'd proceed; and going all of them out together, they 
found the Maidens ſtanding at the Door ; but before they cou'd have 
Time to ask any Queſtions, the foremoſt, in a reſpectful tho' lively 
Manner, approach'd, and thus addreſs d them. 

Moſt 
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268 Air Philip Sidney's ARCADIA; 


Moſt admir'd Ladies, whoſe ſuperiour Charms haye Power to make 
theſe lonely Woods the Mark of Envy for overlooking Cities, and 
whoſe Beauties are ſufficient to form a Court in the midſt of Solitude, 
forgive the officious Zeal of your unworthy Servants, and let your 
Princely Goodneſs deign to hear and to accept our Meſſage, which is 
humbly offer'd to you in the Names of all our Arcadian Maids ; who 
having been inform'd of the free Acceſs, and the gracious Reception 
which ſome of our Shepherds have found in this ſacred Place, and thar 
their rural Sports have not been diſpleaſing, ſpur'd on by Emulation 
of their Happineſs, and a forward Zeal to ſhew their equal Care, and 
to convince your Highneſſes of their Duty and ſincere Affection, ho- 
ping that their ardent Deſire to have their poor Performances accepted, 
and the Innocency of their Sex will plead a Pardon for their venturing 
without Permiſſion to approach this forbidden Ground, but not too far 
to venture your Diſpleaſure, they have choſe us out to repreſent them, 
and in the Names of all the reſt, humbly to intreat your royal Pre- 
ſence to grace ſome Country Sports which they have provided in the 
Woods, about a quarter of a Mile from this Place. We have been at 
the other Lodge, and found your Princely Parents buſied in Affairs of 
Conſequence, and therefore durſt not diſturb them, but came directly 
hither; we truſt our Labour wont be left to pay our Pains, but that 
your Goodneſs will vouchſafe to bleſs us with your Acceptance of our 
Endeavours, and inſpire our Songs with your influencing Preſence. 


Having ended her Speech, the Ladies were in ſome Diſpute whether 
they ſhou'd venture to go, for fear Baſilius ſhou'd be angry; but Miſo, 
eager to have her old Senſes refreſh'd with a little Pleaſure, bid them 
leave conſidering, for ſhe wou'd have them go, and cheer the honeſt 
Country People, and convince them that they were not ſo ſqueamiſh 
as they might be repreſented. The Princeſſes, who were inclin'd to 
go, were glad of her Authority to over-rule their Doubts; and leaving 
Mopſa to take Care of the Lodge, attended by Miſo, they follow'd 
the ſix Maidens, who beguil'd the Way with their Muſick and pretty 
harmleſs Talk. Pamela cou'd not help caſting her Eyes every Way 
around, to try if ſhe cou'd any where ſee Dorus, who, unhappy Crea- 
ture, was wandring up and down the unfrequented Woods, curſing his 
Fare, and imploring Pity and Forgiveneſs of her, who, cou'd ſhe have 
heard him, wou d ſoon have apply'd that Balm, the Wound ſhe had given 
him having pierc'd thro her own Heart. When they were come into 
the thickeſt Part of the Wood, of a ſudden they turn d upon a little 
ſquare Place, environ'd with Trees, where there was a Table ſer, and 
a Banquet prepar'd of all Kinds of Fruit, which plentous Autumn 
yields. The Maidens begg'd the Princeſſes to fit down, and grace their 
little Entertainment with taſting the ſwelling Grapes, whoſe crouding 
Cluſters ſeem'd to court the idle Preſs, The Ladies wou'd not ſcorn 


their 
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their Invitation, but taſted ſome of their Fruit, and drank a little of 
their cooling Wines, which ſparkled at the Touch of tlieir glowing 
Lips. 


But ſoon as the Repaſt was over, and they were expecting the reſt 
of the Country Laſſes to appear, and begin ſome rural Entertainment, 
there ſuddenly ruſh'd out of the Wood twenty arm'd Men, who en- 
clos'd them about; and ſeizing firſt upon Zelmane, e er ſhe had Time 

to draw her Sword, they diſarm'd her; and flinging Hoods over all 
their Faces, thus muffled up they ſet them upon their Horſes, 


and gallop'd away with them full ſpeed, withour ſaying one Word. 


The frighted Princeſſes in vain ſhriek d, and calld aloud for Help, 


while Zelmane's noble Heart was almoſt tore in Pieces with their fruit- 


les Cries, and burſting with Anger againſt herſelf for her own unwa- 
ry Conduct, and Rage at the injurious Villains, whd had fo treache- 
rouſly betray'd them. When they had carried them about four or five 
Miles, one of the Villains ſtop'd, and ſetting Miſo down, bound 


her Hand and Foot, and left her to the Mercy of the next Paſſenger, 


while the reſt ſpur'd their Horſes on with the three Ladies: And by 
that Time the ſilent Night ſeem'd to conſpire to hide their Treaſon, 


they came to a Caſtle, which was about ten Miles from the Lodges, 


where they were oblig'd to go into a Boat, which waited ready for 
them ; the Caſtle being ſituated in the midſt of a Lake, upon a mon- 
ſtrous Rock, and in ſome Meaſure render'd fo by Art, but more con- 
triyd by Nature, it was by every body believ'd to be impregnable. 
When they reach'd the Gate, they were unveil'd, and met by a vaſt 
Number of Torches, by whoſe Light they ſoon diſcern'd their wicked 
Aunt Cecropia, who came her ſelf out to them. This Sight greatly en- 
creas'd their Terror, as thinking they had nothing leſs than Death to 
expect from her ambitious and cruel Nature. While ſhe, making 
Civility a Dreſs for Miſchief, came up to them, and begg'd them 
to diſperſe any Apprehenſions that ſo odd a Proceeding might occa- 
ſion, for that there was far from any Harm intended them, however 


Appearances might ſurprize; but that they were in a Place where 


they might equally depend upon their Safety, as in their Father's 
Court. The tender Philoclea, whoſe timorous Spirits were almoſt ſunk 
under the ſad Surprize, with Eyes full of ſtreaming Tears, that would 
have mov'd a Tyger's ſavage Heart, could he have been ſenſible of 
them, begg'd her to have Pity on their Youth and Innocence, and not 
uſe them hardly, who ne er had merited her Hate; while the reſoly'd 
Pamela, whoſe noble Mind diſdain d to ſue or ſtoop to Injury, tho ever 
ſo much oppreſs d, looking at her Aunt, with Eyes full of Majeſty and 
juſt Reſentment, Madam, faid ſhe, whatever your Determinations are, 
the only Favour I ſhall ask, is, that you wou'd put a ſpeedy Iſſue to 
them; for me, I expect no Mercy where I find Oppreſſion, nor Juſtice 


to proceed from Violence. 
2 2 2 Cecropia 
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| Cerrapia 3 no Reply, N them nmediately parted, and cat. 
tied all three to ſeparate Lodgings, (Zelmane's noble Spirit being ſs 
enrag d, that ir put her paſt the Uſe of Speech,) and there left them 
But firſt difarming them even of their little Pocket-Knives, for fear 
they ſhould make any Attempt upon themſelves without her Permit 


ſion; and giving Orders that they ſhou'd want no Attendance, nor be 


depriv d of any Thing but Liberty and Peace of Mind, ſhe went 
immediately to her Son, (who ſtill kept his Bed, oblig'd to that Con- 


finement by the Wound Zelmane had given him,) and inform d him what 


welcome Gueſts ſhe had contriv'd to grace his Caſtle with. Amphialys 
was but juſt come from his Travels, wherein he had gain'd himſelf ' 
immortal Fame; when he, by Accident, intruded upon the Princeſs's 
Privacy, and was wounded by Zelmane ; and therefore was wholly ig- 
norant of his Mother's Stratagems, which he wou'd never have come 
into; being, like a flagrant Roſe proceeding from Briars and Thorns, 
a Son of infinite Worth and Honour, born from a mercileſs and inglo- 
rious Mother. When ſhe told him of this laſt baſe and monſtrous Acti- 
on, he was as much ſurpriz d, as if he had ſeen the Sun dethron d, and 
= whole Face of Nature elnag'd. and therefore begg'd her to en : 
him what ſhe meant by that Procceding, and tell him every Step ſhe 
had taken. My Son, ſaid ſhe, I ſhall very willingly comply with your 
Requeſt ; and ſince every one of my Tranſactions have been upon your 


Account, I ſhall keep nothing of the Whole a Secret from you: For 


however loth I might be to reveal my Actions to the ſqueamiſh World, 
who might poſlibly judge hardly of them, yer ſince perform'd for your 
Sake, they muſt, by you, be eſteem d virtuous, however others might 


cenſure them; I ſhall therefore make no Scruple of relating every minute 


Particular, from before the Time that you were capable of having a 
Share in them: Know then, that this old doating Fool Baſilius, who 
now reigns, having liv'd a Life of Celibacy, till he had proy'd near 
threeſcore Winters; and in all his Words affirming, and by all his Acti- 
ons ſhewing, that he ne'er deſign'd to marry ; the Eyes of the whole 
Kingdom were turn'd upon your Father, his only Brother, but young- 
er by thirty Years, as his undoubted Succeſſor ; a Man worthy a 
Crown, and that wou'd braye all Dangers to gain or to maintain one ; 
while on the contrary, this Milk-ſop, as you ſee, hides his Coward 
Head, and flies cer the Approach of Danger. Your Father being in 
this Situation, ſecure as he and the whole World imagin'd in being 
one Day Monarch of Arcadia, he fought and obtain d me of my Father, 
the King of Argos; his Brother contriburing to the Match, by ſolemn 
Aſſeverations that he wou'd never marry ; or elſe you may be certain, 
that neither the King of Argos, or his Daughter, wou'd have ſuffer'd 
their royal Blood to be mingled with any Subject's, how great ſo ever 
he might be. When I came into this Country, it was as Apparent Prin- 
ceſs, and I was recciv'd accordingly : The Ladies of the higheſt Quality 

paid 


ſwerable to that Grandeur, due to the Daughter of the King of Ar- 
gos: Tn my Preſence, the Eyes of the whole Court were turn'd upon 
me, and their Ears attentive to nothing but my Words: Happy 
did he or ſhe eſteem themſelves, to whom I paid the leaſt particular 
Regard ; and the Advantage they had over one another, was meaſured 
by the Notice I took of them: The very Gods ſeem'd to attend my 
Leiſure, their Devotions being always delay'd till my Preſence gave 
a Licenſe to them: When I purſu'd my Pleaſures, thoſe of all the 
Court ſeem'd center'd in them; if I walk'd abroad, the Way was 
ſtrew'd with crowding Numbers to wait my Coming; but the Mo- 
ment I appear'd, they made Way for me, and gaz d at awful Di- 
' ſtance, as if a Comet had ſtruck their wondering Sight; my ſleeping 
Hours were enquir'd into, and ctowding Nobles attended to pay 
their Morning-Complements on my firſt Appearance. 


Thus bleſs'd, thus circled round with Happineſs, to compleat and 
and make it ill more ſolid, I brought Thee into the World: And ſo 

artfully had your Father, by my careful Help, contriv'd, that we 
wou d not have waited the lingering Delays of Baſilius being remov'd 
by a natural Death, to have taken Poſſeſſion of the Crown ; but when 
our Deſign was ready to be put in Execution, the Gods I think en- 
vying my Felicity, which nothing bur their own cou'd equal, put 
ſome Stop to it, by taking your Father's Life ; yet neither did my 
Widowhood nor thy Orphancy deprive me of cha pleaſing Proſpect, 
which the Hill of Honour yields to thoſe aſpiring Minds who are 
worthy to gain the vaſt Aſcent, for the Peoples Eyes were then fix d 


on thee, as the undiſputed Heir, and conſequently their Dependencies 


ſtill more fix d on me. 


But e er, my Son, thou hadſt reach'd an Age to be ſenſible of the 
Sweets of Power, that unworthy Brute, Baſilius, whom I can never 
mention within the Bounds of Patience, falſe to his Word, which he 
had given both to my Father and his Brother, married this Eynecia, 
our now haughty Queen, (curſe on the Thouglit !) then a green 
Girl, and brought her home to uſurp my Place, receive my Honours, 
and, in ſhort, to rifle me of every Joy that Sovetcignty can yield: 
Think what a Shock this was to my exalted Mind, and how much more 
inſupportable, than if I ne er had known the Joys of undiſputed Great- 
neſs; but this Uptoar in my Mind, the Rage and Spite to ſee my ſelf 
ſo injur'd, was {till harder to ſupport, as I was fore'd to ſmother it, 


and outwardly appear pleas'd and ſubmiſſive to the unexpected Turn 


of my unhappy Fate: But the conſummate Blow of all was, when 
by bringing theſe two miſchievous Brats (now thy Priſoners) into 
the Wotld, ſhe. at once cut off all Hopes of thy Succeſſion ; how 
irkſome was it to me, when forc'd into the hated Preſence, to find 
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paid me their Submiſſions ; the State I liv'd in was every way au⸗ 
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my Voice, which late claim'd the Attention of all about me, now 
heard bur in the ſecond Place! But what was ſtill more inſupporta- 
ble to my tortur'd Soul, was, to think that not only I, but thou 
ſhould'ſt ſhare in the foul Diſgrace, and be degraded to the mean Ca- 
pacity of a ſubmitting Subject. O Heavens! how did it rend my 
Heart, when I reflected that my firſt- born Son ſhou'd be degraded 
below his noble Anceſtors; and that the Grandſon of a King, born 
ol a Princeſs, and brought up for ſome Time as Heir Apparent to 
a Crown, ſhou'd by two puny Girls have the Diadem wreſted from 
his manly Head, and tore to adorn their inconſiderable Brows. Had 
I heen a Saint in Patience, theſe Injuries muſt have rouz d my Rage: 
| Beſides, had I been willing to forget my Ills, I hourly was reminded 
of them; at my Doors, that us'd to be throng'd and crowded with 
carly Viſiters, a ſolemn Silence reignd ; my Favour no more was 

courted, and I no longer follow'd ; a bare Intimation had formerly 
more Weight, than now my molt inſiſted-on Requeſts; and to com- 
pleat my Miſeries, thou my darling Son wert now no more regarded 
by the falſe Multitude, than a common Child born from the People's 
Lees. For ſome Time I ſuffer d my ſelf ro be carry'd down the 
Stream of Afflictions, venting my Sorrows in Tears and womaniſh 
Complainings ; but at laſt, reflecting that in all Emergencies, ro weep 
and bemoan one's ſelf is only fit Redreſs for Fools, and that wiſe 
People may better ſpend their Time, by at leaſt contriving how to 
extricate themſelves, I have try'd a thouſand Arts how to retrieve 
my Fortune, and to draw both thee and my ſelf out of this Mire of Sub- 
jection ; and tho' my moſt promiſing Deſigns have often fail'd me, 
yet did I never connive with Fortune, and fail my ſelf, bur ſtill had 
Recourſe to new Arts and new Inventions. When the old Fool took 
up this retir d Way of Life, I order'd ſome wild Beaſts to be kept in a 
Cave hard by the Lodges, and by Night had them fed in the Place 
where they heard their Paſtorals, I then reſiding in a Houſe hard 
by ; and againſt the Hour that the Shepherds were to come, and that 
I knew. they wou'd be all aſſembled, I let the Beaſts out, knowing 
that as they had been kept for ſome Time without Meat, they wou'd 
run directly to the Place where they us d to be fed, and conſequently 
miſſing it, devour whoever was in their Way; but unluckily I was 
diſappointed, and only my Beaſts deſtroy'd. After that I employ'd 
my Servant Clinias to ſtir up a Mutiny among the Country People; 
bur thoſe Lubbards were too groſs Inſtruments for my refin'd Inven- 
tions. At laſt, finding the Particularities of Phi/anax's Examinations 
wou'd in all Probability grow dangerous, I was determined to puſh 
my Fortunes, and play Double or Quits ; and by the Help of my 
ſubtle-witted Engineer Arteſia, join d with ſome other of my moſt 
dextrous Girls, I wou'd &er this have ſent theſe dainry Inheritreſſes 
of Arcadia to plead their Rights in griſly Plutos Court, but that, 
happily for them, you Yeſterday made me acquainted with thar 

| childiſh 
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childiſh Paſſion which has ſo ſubdued you; for which Reaſon I have 
preſeryvd their Lives, and brought them into your Power; but wou'd 
withal adviſe you to convert this ſoft degenerate Love into more noble 
Hate, that being generally the Parent of Succeſs and Victory, while 
Love ſubdues a Man to the moſt mean Subjection. I meant by the 
ſame Snares to have entrapp'd their Parents, but my Inſtruments fail d 


of that, not daring to delay the Time ; but however, as I have theſe 
young Minions in my Power, you are once more immediate Heir to 


Arcadia's Crown, and Baſalius old Heart will quickly ſink under this 


cutting Loſs. | 


O! my Parent, cry d Amphialus, if J am dear to you, and my 
Happineſs your Care, mention not the hurting their helpleſs Inno- 
cence, nor think of doing the leaſt Violence to them, more than you 


wou d offer to my Perſon. Let others place what Joy their vain Ima. 


ginations fancy in Power and empty Government; for me, I ſhou'd 
eſteem my ſelf much happier in being accepted as Philocleas Ser- 
vant, than in all the Greatneſs a Diadem cou'd beſtow. Well, 


reply d Cecropia, I with you as much participated of my Mind as 
Perſon, then wou'd you not be ſubject to this degenerate Weakneſs, 
but ſince you have ſufferd your Thoughts to ſpin this Web of vain 
Deſires, is it not happy that by my Policy you have this Bawble of 


your Fancy at your own Diſpoſal, and upon the Foundation of Aﬀec- 
tion (which ſeldom produces any Good) can build a certain Way to 
Sovereignty ? Alas, reply'd Amphialus, my Heart wou'd fain per- 
ſwade my Tongue to pay you its Acknowledgments for putting me 
in the Road to Happineſs, but that my cruel Apprehenſions ſtop the 
half form d Words; for if my Phz/oclea is made uneaſy, how can I be 
pleas d; if ſhe eſteems her ſelf injur'd and hardly us'd, as ſure ſhe 
does, how can I look upon my ſelf oblig'd 2 Perhaps ſhe charges me 
with this barbarous Action; how can I triumph then? Thoſe Beauties 
which but even in Imagination fires my Soul, may now, 'tis more than 
probable, be drown'd in Tears; how then can I rejoice > You are in 
the right, reply'd Cecropza with a ſcornful Air, I will therefore imme. 
diately ſend her home, that ſhe may recover her Peace of Mind. No, 
Madam, haſtily interrupted Amphialus, ſince ſhe is here, tho I wou'd 
not for my Life have forc'd her here, yet can't I fo eaſily conſent to 
part with her. Very pretty intricate Follies truly, cry'd Cecropia ; bur 
haſte you up, and go try how you can prevail with her, while J vi- 
ſir the other Siſter; for after their Rape comes to be known, we 
ſhall have Buſineſs enough upon our Hands to defend our ſelves againſt 
Baſilius, who no doubt will beſiege our Caſtle. Upon this ſhe was 
going out of the Room; but recollecting her ſelf, ſhe turn d back, 
and ask'd him how he wou'd have Zelmane diſpos'd of, fince he had 
now an Opportunity of revenging the Wound which ſhe had given him, 
In the moſt honourable Manner; reply'd he, ſhe has deferv'd no other 

| Aaaa Uſage 
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Uſage of me; and beſides, I hear that ſhe and Phloelea have an avow'd 


Friendſhip, and therefore T ſhou'd be defirous they might be lodg'd 


in the ſame Apartment. O, by no Means, reply'd Cerropia, Company 
is a great Confirmer of Reſolution, and want of Society will tire her 
Thoughts, and make them more pliable to any Impreſſions that you 
ſhall artempt to make. 1 


As the was talking, Amphialus obſery'd the Knives in her Hand 


which ſhe had took from the Princeſſes; and enquiring the Meaning 


of them, which ſhe told him, he begg'd her ro give him that which 
was Philocleas; which ſhe did, and then left him. As ſoon as 
ſhe was gone, he call d for his Seryants, and got up with a De- 
ſign to viſir her; but when he was dreſſing, nothing cou'd 
pleaſe him: This Suit he thought too gay, and look d as if he 
triumph'd over her Captivity; another was too grave, and ſcem'd 
like a Prognoſticarion of evil Fortune; ar laſt, he pitch d upon one 
that was rich, without being gandy ; the Ground was black Velvet, 
embroider'd up and down with large Pearls and Diamonds, which 
ſhone through the tufted Velvet like twinkling Stars thro a clouded 
Sky : About his Neck he wore a golden Collar, the upper Side of 
it ſet with a Row of Pearls and Diamonds, and the other adorn'd 
with bleeding Rubies, and party-colour'd Opals, which he thought 
did aptly repreſent the two diſtracting Paſſions of Deſire and Fear, 
which by Turns uſurp'd the Freedom of his Mind. The Hurt which 
Zelmane had given him was far from well; but ſo much did the 
ſtrong Deſire of his Mind o erpower the Weakneſs of his Body, that 
it ſupported him to bear being dreſs'd, and convey'd to Philoclea's 
Chamber. ies; 


When he came in, he found her ſitting retir d from the light Side 
of her Bed; her Hands were claſp'd within each other, and her 


Shoulders reſted againſt the Head of it; her Eyes were fix d upon 
the Wall with as much Earneſtneſs as if that had been the only Ob- 


ject that cou d delight them. Amphialus ſtood for ſome Time gazing 
on her, without a Power of advancing ; but her Thoughts a little va- 
rying, made her Senſes more attentive ;' and his Cloaths ruſlling 
againſt the Curtains, the turn'd her Head; and ſeeing him, ſtarted 
and caſt her Eyes upon him, but with ſuch a Look, as plainly ſhew'd 
that Sorrow had ufurp'd the Quiet of her Soul; for Love towards 
him ſhe'd none, and Rage or Anger had no Place in her equal Com- 
poſition, which was all made up of Female Sweetneſs and Gentleneſs 
of Heart. 


Amphialus, who had before his Coming ſtudied an claborate Speech 
with which to introduce himſelf, was at the Sight of that Idol of his 
Heart, paſt the Uſe of his collected Judgment, and had only Power to 

| | bring 


bring dor ſome broken Sentences; in which he begg'd her to put the 
beſt Conſtruction upon what had been tranſacted, and reſt aſſur d, that 
not the leaſt Violence was intended either to her Honour or her ſacred 


perſon. She made him no Reply, but letting fall her Hands, which be- 


fore were claſp'd, caſting a Look of Anguiſh on him, her Boſom heaving 
with a ſtifled Sigh, which plainly ſhew'd ſhe gave no Credit to his 
Promifes, he fell upon his Knees, and half conſtraining her to let 
him take her Hand, and printing it with an awful Kifs, which 
her Eyes ſhew'd the ſufferd as his Captive, not' his Miſtreſs, he 
begg'd her to take a little Pity on that Paſſion, which far ſur- 
paſs d even the unbounded Repreſentation of unwearied Fancy, much 
leſs could it be deſcribed by Words; that in tier Hands the 
held the Ballance of his Fate, and chat his Life and Death were 
equally in her Power; rhat if ſhe did not deſign at once to put a Pe- 
riod to his Days, and his unlucky Love, that the would break that 
Killing Silente, which was more wounding to him than the moſt ſevere 
Reproaches, for them he hop'd to mitigate, by juſtifying himſelf from 
having merired their Force. o 15 


Alas, Amphialus ! ſaid ſhe, what ſhall 1 ſay, or how teach my 
Tongue a Language ſuitable to this fad Occaſion; ſince my very 
Senſes conttadict each other! My Eyes tell me I am made a Pri- 
ſoner by your Means, and my Fats confirm me that you are my 
humble Slave; you ſue to me for Pity, and yet exett the utmoſt 
Ctuelry againſt me: You tell me that you love, and that I am the 
deareſt Thing to you on Earth; yet all rhe Tine your Actions anſwer 
the molt inveterate Hate: You alſo ſay that your Life is in my Power, 
and yer you drive me to ſuch a Strait, that evety Moment mine is at 
your Diſpoſal; fo far am T from being Miſtreſs of yours, that I have not 
my own at my Command: You give your ſelf the Name of being my 
Slave, bur too ſure T am, I find, that T am yours. If then Oppreſſion, 
Injury and Violence, and depriving me of what is far more dear to me 
than Life; my Liberty, are Proofs of Inclination, then muſt T be per- 
ſwaded that I am deep in your Regards: But yet let me conjure you, 
by our Affinity of Blood, if that can have a Power to raiſe Remorſe 
in your hatden'd Heart, ot elſe by that Love which you pretend, ler 
not my high Birth be ſtain d by the Name of Slavery, nor my Freedom 
be diſgtaced with vile Impriſonment. Tormented with Thoughts of 
preſent Evils, and Dread of worſe to come, reſtore me to my ſelf, and 
my afflicted injut d Patents; then ſhall I believe you really are poſſeſs'd 
of ſome of that Regard for me, which you ſo laviſhly pretend: And 
the ſame Favour J petition for my ſelf, J ask for my unhappy Silter, 
and my almoſt equally valued Friend Zelmane; for without them to 
ſhare it with me, I wou'd not own my ſelf obliged to you for imme 
diate Liberty. With this the trickling Tears fell gently down her 
beauteous Checks, and ſerw'd as a full Period to her Complaint. 

Amphialus 
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Ampbialur love-ſick Heart was pierc'd with every Word ſhe ſpoke; 
but like the unhappy Shepherd, who has ſingled from out his Flock 
one favourite Lamb, to feed and ſtroke with his domeſtick Hand, till 
forc'd by hungry Famine, (having ſpent all his Flock) he is compelld, 
by. craving Nature, to kill the little Fondling to preſerve himſelf , 
often does he look on it with watry Eyes, and often draw back his 
Hand, e er he can perſwade himſelf to give the cruel Blow: So Am- 
phialus, urg'd on by the impatient Cravings of his Love, was con- 

ſtrain d to act the injurious Part, and yet the ſame Paſſion reproach'd 
him for offering to put the leaſt Conſtraint upon her Perſon; who if 
confined by any other, his avenging Arm would ſtop the Raviſher, and 
juſtly ſtrike him dead. In this cruel Strait, he ſtood for ſome Time 
mute; at length unable to grant or to refuſe, he made her this Reply: 
T won't attempt, thou Charmer of my Soul, (tho with the ſtricteſt 
Juſtice I might do it) to convince you that I was not the Author, or 
in any Degree acceſſary to your being ſo ungenerouſly ſurpriz'd, ſince 
while I detain you I am equally culpable as if I had been the firſt 
Cauſe of your Confinement ; but this let me affirm, and believe my 
Words are ſacred as thoſe proceeding from the Lips of dying Men; 
J call the righteous Heavens to Witneſs, and if I prevaricate, may 
they immediately ſtop my tainted Breath , that from my Soul I wiſh 
theſe Eyes had never ſeen the Light, or made my Parents glad by my 
unlucky Birth, rather than I ſhou'd live to be the curſed Cauſe of 
making thoſe lovely Eyes oerflow, or clouding that Sky of Beauty 
with unavailing Sorrow: Yet miſerable that T am, I wou'd obey you 
even at the Expence of my Life and Happineſs; but cruel Love for- 
bids, and will not ſuffer me to evade his Laws: Tis to that Tyrant 
you owe the Injury ; I am guiltleſs, theſe Hands wou'd in a Moment 
ſet you free, but Love reſtrains my Heart, and makes it hold them 
from their Office; your Beauties are the Bands that hold you, they 
wind themſelves about my Heart, and will not ſuffer me to looſe you: 
Since then you are the Slave of Love, not me, you muſt apply your 
ſelf to him, to him complain; but believe me, he is a mercenary 
Judge, and only is by Bribing to be wrought on; tis but to gratify 
his Wiſhes, and then you may be free as Air, and unconfin'd as your 
own Thoughts; the rigid Maſter then will turn to an obſequious Slave; 
but without that Condeſcenſion he will compel me, ſpight of my ſelf 
to be your Goaler; therefore determine what Way you will purſue, 
ſince Freedom and Confinement are equally within your Power. | 


While he was ſpeaking theſe laſt Words, the ebbing Blood forſook 
the frighted Virgin's Breaſt ; a deadly Paleneſs ſpread over her glow- 
ing Checks, and half ſinking down upon the Bed, Amphialus, fearing 
ſome fatal Conſequence, ſnarch'd her Hand, which late was warm and 

_ glowing, fit for the Fire-brand of Love, now cold as Matrons Wiſhes; 
and 
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and kneeling by her, begg'd her to baniſh every ſhocking Apprehen- 
ſion, and be aſſur d, that the only Force he cer ſhou'd uſe to her, 
wou'd be Aſſiduity and reſpectful Love. This Promiſe, pronounc'd 
in the moſt ſettled Tone, a little brought her to her ſelf ; and caſting 
up her Eyes with a feeble Look, My Lord, ſaid ſhe, I can't diſpute 
(if you really are poſſeſs d of that generous Paſſion you pretend) but 
what you ſay is true; but this let me aſſure you, that if you ever ſuf. 
fer it to tranſgreſs the Bounds of ſtricteſt Honour, tho but in At- 
' tempt, I ſhall dereſt, abhor and loath the very Mention of you; 
whereas if you continue to protect me from the Violence of your own 
frantick Love, or others Malice, I ſhall hold that Degree of Value for 
ou which our Relation claims: But know withall, if your looſe 
Wiſhes ſhould ever prompt you to ſtain my Virtue, that tho' your 
Mother has ſecur d thoſe little Implements of Death I wore about me, 
yet there are a thouſand Paſſages to the grim Monarch's Court, and I 
will prove the moſt untrodden of them, rather than live with Loſs of 
Innocence, and that Repoſe it muſt inevitably carry with it. 


Amphialus burning Love being thus dampt by her cool Behaviour 
and finding it vain at that Time to preſs it farther, he call d ſome of his 
Mother's Women to attend upon her, and then with an humble Bow 
retir d; being in reality much more a Priſoner to her, than ſhe cou'd 
be ro him, as the Captivity of the Mind is far more inſupportable than 
that which only confines the Body. Being come to his Mother's Apart- 
ment, he with a troubled Look, and fluttering Heart, repeated all thar 
had paſs d between him and P/zloclea, begging her to try if ſhe cou'd by 
her Perſwaſions ſoften the obdurate Maid, while he went to take all 
neceſſary Precautions againſt Baſilius Rage, which he did not doubt 
wou'd ſoon prompt him to beſiege their Caſtle. Cecropia bid him ſet 
his Heart ar reſt, for that ſhe did not ar all diſpute, at a proper Time, 
working that peeviſh Girl to their Lure; but that it would be beſt to 
let her Mind for ſome little Time work upon its own Paſſion, and tire 


itſelf with its own Severity. 


Upon this Determination, they ſent for Clinias, and ſome others of 
their Council, and conſulted about their preſent Affairs: And firſt 
Amphialus diſpatch'd private Letters to ail the principal Nobility and 
Commoners of that Country, whom he imagin'd, either by Alliance 
or Friendſhip, wou'd be inclin d to take his Side; employing ly In- 
cendiarics to corrupt the Minds of ſuch, whom either Neceſſity, 
natural Inconſtancy, or who thought fiſhing in troubled Waters might 
afford the moſt profirable Plunder, wou'd make ready to come into 
any Change : Following the Method of his Mother, and bchaving to 
each particular Perſon as he believ'd wou'd be moſt likely to draw 
them in to his Intereſt ; aſſuring his Friends, that his Advantage wou'd 
be theirs ; promiſing vaſt Rewards to the Ambitious; to thoſe that 
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were urg d, and thought themſelves hardly us'd by the preſent bote 
a Proſpect of Revenge, to the greedy Hopes of Spoil and Plunder; and- 
in ſhorr, to every Man whatever he believed wou'd prompt them on to 
forward his Purpoſes, He alſo ſent Embaſſadors to his Uncle, the 
King of Argos, to implore his Aſſiſtance ; but he was too deep en- 
gag'd in defending his own Kingdom to afford him any great Help, 
and therefore he did not much depend upon ene from chat 


Quarter. 


His Buſineſs being ſo far diſpatch d, he began to conſider how great 
an Effect uncertain Rumour would have upon the Minds of the Popu- 
lace, and how little they were capable of diſtinguiſhing between Right 
and Wrong; and therefore contrived a Juſtification of this, indeed, un- 
warrantable Proceeding, to be wrote, and privately to be diſpers'd 
among the People; wherein he endeavoured to prove, that the Duty 
enjoin'd us to our Country was far more ſacred than any that cou'd 
be expected from us to a particular Perſon, though ever ſo near to 
us; that when the Welfare of That comes in Competition, we ought 
to forget our Kindred, Friends, and even our very ſelves, and ſacrifice 
them all, if neceitlry to its Support : Then by artful Tifonuntions, he 
went abour to prove that what he had acted was entirely with Re- 
gard to them; for tho' Baſilius was ſo near to him, yet he cou'd 
not help preferring the Good of ſo many Thouſands, which he 


thought neglected by him, before any conſanguenial Tye ; that as the 


End whercunto any Thing is directed, ought to be eſtecm'd of greater 
Conſequence than the Thing it ſelf, ſo he thought the Good of a 
Community ought to be much more conſiderd than the particular 
Good of a Monarch, who abus'd that Power which was only inveſted 
in him for the People's Benefit; that if that Power was abus'd, it 
reſted upon ſome Patriot to defend it with all his Might; and he be- 


ing of the Royal Blood, and the next Heir Male, he thought it in- 


cumbent upon him to be watchful for their Welfares, which he had 
ever from his Childhood been : And now finding, with great Regret, 
that his Uncle not only neglected and deſpis'd the Government, but 
had inveſted all his Power in the Hands of Philanax, a Man neither by 
Birth nor any other Quality render'd capable of ſuch a Truſt ; and not 
only thar, but had plac'd his Daughters, in whom (as immediate Heirs) 
the whole State had an equal Intereſt with himſelf, in ſo improper 
and defenceleſs a Place, as was not only unſafe for their Perſons, but 
if they ſhou'd be convey d away (which was very poſſible in that Si- 
tuation) to any foreign Land, would prove pernicious to the whole 


Commonwealth; to prevent which threaten d Miſchiefs, he had taken 


Means to ſecure them in his Caſtle: and tho' the Method might 
ſeem ſtrange, yet they were to conſider that deſperate Diſtempers re. 
quire as deſperate Remedies, and that the Ladies wou'd be as honou- 


rably treated, only their Perſons wou'd be much ſecurer than with 
their 
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niently hold, without Danger of Infection by too great a Number; 
and that he believed he had Proviſion to ſupport for at leaſt two 
Years : all of them able in Body, and ſome few anſwerable in Mind, 


and capable to direct the reſt; not deſirous of many Commanders, but 


content that the Generality ſhould be the moſt skilful in Obedience; 


diſtributing each Office, as near as poſſibly he could, according to the 


Diſpoſition of the Perſon that was to exerciſe it, being well enough 
acquainted with humane Nature to know, that no Love, Fear, or Dif 
cipline, can ſoon root out long-grounded Habirs : Therefore he took 
particular Care not to place an indolent Perſon in an active Poſt, nor 
a liberal One to diſpoſe of the Proviſions ; the ſoft and yielding 
wou'd he never make the Inſtruments of Puniſhment; but took ſuch 
Meaſures, as to exerciſe the Virtues of every particular Man where they 
might be moſt advantageous to him; making it his chief Care to be 
thoroughly acquainted with every individual Perſon; and not only 


know the Diſpoſition of their Minds, but ſtrictly regard the Conſti- 


tution of their Bodies; and finding ſome of them better able to en- 


dure tedious Watches, others to ſtruggle with Cold and Hunger, and 


others to perform laborious Offices, he diſpos'd them all accordingly, 
making all their Abilities of the utmoſt Uſe to himſelf, yer not bur- 
dening them beyond their Power. Their Hours were regular, and a 
due Proportion of Time allotted for every Purpoſe; and as well in 
that as every other Particular, no Neglect, no {mall Error, either 
wilfully committed, or through Overſight, was wink'd at, leſt, en- 
courag'd by that Lenity, greater ſhould be animated : Even the very 


Vices of his Men, by his skilful Management, he prov'd of Uſe to 


him, giving the Daſtard Clinias the chief Care of the Watch, well. 
knowing that his own Fears wou'd keep him waking ; and before 
the Siege began, or there was any viſible Preparations for it, he con- 
rriv'd Rumours to be ſpread and Libels to be diſpers'd (tho' fuller of 


Malice than inſinuating Perſwaſion) againſt himſelf, partly that he 


might find who was apteſt to be wrought on by ſuch Practices, that 
he might ſeparate them from his more faithful Followers; but chiefly 
that they might be confounded when ſuch kind of Things were in 
earneſt attempted, and by the Uſe of them grow to give them the 


leſs Obſervation ; even before the Enemy approach'd, he exercis d 


his Men continually in all their Charges, as if the utmoſt Danger 
had been at their Gates, inſtructing and teaching them by Example 
much more than Precept, being himſelf neither more ſparing of 
his Labour, nor more extravagant in his Refreſhments, than the 
meaneſt Soldier. 4 


The only Odds was, that while they took Breath, his Boſom 
heay'd with Sighs ; and while the reſt beguild their Cares wich 
Sleep, with Arms a-croſs, he travers'd his conſcious Chamber, re. 
flecting on his ſtill unſucceſsful Paſſion ; for Love can pierce through 
Danger's 
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Danger's moſt pointed Apprehenſions, and interfere it ſelf in the moſt 
buſy Mind. Often, when he had begun to give his Orders, wou'd 
the Image of his Soul's Deſire appear before his Fancy, and draw ſo 
much the Attention of his Thoughts, that he wou'd break his Words 
abruptly off, and ſtand for ſome Time motionleſs, e er he cou'd 
reaſſume then, and finiſh his Directions. When his Hand has been 
lifted up, in order to perform ſome Action, a Thought wou'd come 
a-croſs him; and, as if the whole Maſs of his Blood was ſtagnated, 
he wou'd ſtand a good while with his Eyes fix'd in that Poſture, till 
recollecting himſelf, he wou'd look abaſh'd about, to ſee if any body 
had obſery'd him. Often wou'd he accuſe the Weakneſs of humane Na- 
ture, and condemn that Aſſertion of pretended Wits, who affirm, that 


Idleneſs only is the Source of Love. O you ſevere Philoſophers ! 


| (wou'd he cry) who ſet up for the only Standards of true Wiſdom, by 
deſpiſing the Influence of Nature, attend and judge my Caſe: AmlT ac. 
ceſſary, by endulging voluptuous Eaſe, to this growing Softneſs? Do Tem- 
ploy my Hours in wanton Revels or laſcivious Sports? No Beds of Down 
enerverate my ſtrong Limbs, or coſtly Diſhes heat my boiling Blood. 


Is not Diſpair before me, and doubtful Anguiſh in the Rear? I am en- 


clos'd with Miſchiefs ; Danger on one Side, and Infamy cloſe on the 
other. Do I not walk on Thorns, and is not every Step I take thick 
ſet with Pains and Labour? And what is worſt of all, are not my 
Thoughts continually kept in Agitation, by the Torture of Suſpence ? 2 


And yet the more I buſy and employ my anxious Mind, the more 1 


think it yields to the Impreſſion which Fancy makes. The more Se- 
verity I uſe towards my ſelf, ſo much the more the Tyrant Love im- 
poſes on me. O Phileclea! O thou heavenly Maid! in the beauteous 
Sky of thy perfect Face is all my Aſtronomy enclos d. Thy Ver- 
tues are my Standard of Philoſophy ; let me but be a Proficient in thy 
School, and then adieu to every other diſtracting and unprofitable 
Study.; but much I fear, thy Planets are in Oppoſition to my Happi- 
neſs. Wretch that T am, they threaten my Diſtruction! I make my 
felf ſubſervient to their Influence, and in Return, they exert their 
Power to deſtroy me. Why will the gentle Philoclea, whole very 
Compoſition is made up of Mercy, exert a Cruelty ro me, w which is 
inconſiſtent with her tender Nature? How is it poſſible that Death 
ſhou'd head his Arrows from thoſe refulgent Eyes, or that thoſe warm- 


ing Beauties ſhou'd be a Means to plung me in the cold Arms of Death : J 


But why do I complain of her? Perhaps I am in Fault, and want the 


Power to pleaſe ; ſome other happier Youth may hays prevented me, 


and enjoys that Efuſion of Delight which I in vain am ſuing for. If ſo, 

Ampbialus thou art loſt indeed. But yet whatever Fate allots for me, 
bleſs her, ye Powers, and let her never prove the Agonies I feel, unleſs 
ic be to heighten future Bliſs. In this Manner wou'd he exert his Elo- 
quence when he was diſtant from her hearing; but when with her, and it 
might (ar leaſt for oughthe knew) be of the utmoſt Uſe to him, he wanted 
Cece the 
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che Power of Speech: At length he was aoveſGinns to apply himſelf 
to his Mother for her Advice; begging her to employ her Thoughts, 
that were calm and undiſturb'd, in coneriving how to move the ſteady 
F "0 and be an Interceſſor for his unſucceſsful Love. 


Cen pa kdghity Mind cently difdain'd the Office; but finding 
that her Son's Happineſs entirely depended upon that one Point, ſhe 
reſolved to undertake ir, not in the leaft doubring but that ſhe ſhou'd 
find it eaſy to conquer an unexperienc'd Maid, and by her Arts reduce 
her to the Terms which he deſir d; and meaſuring the Wantonnefs of 
Philoclea's Inclinations, by the Lichtnefs of her own at that Age, did 
not diſpure but the ſame Baits which were us'd to her, wou'd be effectu- 
al; and bidding her Son ſettle his uneaſy Thoughts, and rely on her, 
ſhe went to Philocleas Chamber: The Door being a little a-jar, ſhe 
ſtood ſome Time obſerving her; the mourning Maid was ſitting on a 
Cuſhion, which only a little raisd her from the Ground]; corroding 
Melancholy, and keen-edg'd Deſpair, were ſtriving which ſhou'd moſt 
eagerly prey upon her Beauties ; her ſtreaming Eyes, like Fountains, 
overflowed, and watered the Paradice of her angelick Face, while ſhe 
neglecting to wipe the Drops from off her blooming Cheeks, they hung 
like Morning Dews on opening Roſes in the ſmiling Spring ; her Hair 
flow'd looſe about her Shoulders, and all her Dreſs neglected, except 
what Decency requir'd ; yet careleſs as ſhe was to help her own Per- 
fections, they ſhone more © beight than che moſt ſtudied Arrs cou'd 


make another's. 


Altho' the Sight of ſo much Beauty in ſuch deep Diſtreſs, wou'd 
have almoſt mov'd a Heart of Adamant, yet Cecropia's more harden d 
one was no farther touch'd, than as ſhe thought her Son concern'd in 
it; but that induc'd her to feign a ſeeming Gentlencfs, and ſoftly open- 
ing the Door, ſhe went in, and coming up to the muſing Fair; who 
ſaw her not till ſhe began to ſpeak : What means this frantick Shew of 
Grief, thou lovely Creature, cry'd ſhe to her, in a diſſembling Tone: 
Why will you ſpoil thoſe pretty Eyes with ſuch unneceſſary Weeping ? 
Shall briny Tears waſh oft the Bloom of that Complexion, which all 
the Ladies of Arcadia envy, and the Men ſigh after > For ſhame, fling 
off this peeviſh Humour; indeed tis much untimely at your Age; look 
on that perfect Form, and judge your ſelf, whether it ought to pine 


away with needleſs Diſcontent and unavailing Sorrow : Wou'd you 


be pleas'd, theſe Hands that ſhame the driven Snow, more ſmooth 
than poliſh'd Marble or gloſſy Ivory, ſhou'd grow all wither'd, lean 
and yellow, and give the envious World an Opportunity of pat 
ing that you mult certainly have uſed ſome Art before, which you 
now negle& ; for if thoſe Beauties were natural, they never cou'd 
have found ſo quick a Change? Do but take the Trouble of look- 


ing in yonder Glaſs, and ſee whether thoſe Tears are any Orna- 
| | ment 
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ment to your Eyes, | though I muſt bwn their Brightneſs has a 
Power to make even Tears becoming? I know not, Madam, re- 
 ply'd Philoclea ſighing, whether my Tears become my Eyes, but this 
I am very certain of, they ſuit my abject Fortune. Your Fortune, 
anſwer'd Cecropia, were ſhe not blind, has Reaſon to put on her 
payeſt Dreſs ; but with Grief I ſee, and, to be ſincere, with ſome 
Reſentment, that you milincerpret all my Actions, which are on- 
ly intended for your Safety; you think your ſelf abus d by 
them, whoſe only Aim is to preſerve you from Abuſe ; you Jook up- 


on your ſelf a Priſoner, where you are ſole Gommandreſs ; and ap- 


prehend your ſelf the Object of Deſpiglit, where you are the only 
one of Love and Adoration : Much I cou'd ſay to prove what J have 
urg d, and indeed came hither for that Purpoſe, and to diſcloſe a Se- 
cret of great Importance; but ſince you've thus obſtinately made a 
League with Melancholy, and will give an Ear to nothing but its 
black Suggeſtions, I ſhall ſpare my ſelf the Pains, ad leave yort to 
the Entertainment you are ſo fond of. 


Here ſhe ſtop'd, in hopes that the Woman's Curioſity wou'd work 
up Philocka to enquire into her ambiguous Words; but the hapleſs 


Maid, who wou'd mucli rather have forgot what ſhe already knew re- 


lating to that Affair, than receiv'd further Informations, only anſwer'd, 


That if ſhe really had that Pity for her ſhe expreſs'd; and had indeed 


ho Deſigns that were not honourable, ſhe begg'd that ſhe wou'd prove 

it by giving her her Liberty, or elſe a very little Time wou'd make 
her Griefs and Fears her Executioners, and put an End at once to 
them and to her Life. As to that, reply'd Cecropia, aſſure your ſelf, 
upon the Honour which ought to attend the Daughter of a King, you 
ſhall be free as ſoon as you may with Safety to your ſelf, being 
brought hither only to ſecure you from threaten'd Dangers, which 
you know not of,; but if you wou'd indeed make me your Friend, and 
pla ce your ſelf upon a Level in my Heart with my only Child; then 
lend me your Attention, and ſuffer not your Mind to be harden'd 
againſt my Words, but flexible and yielding to my fond Perſwaſions: 
Suppoſe, my lovely Niece, that in the midſt of theſe intolerable A- 
gonies, which frighted Fancy repreſents ro your biaſs d Judgment, 


while wich Prayers and Tears you are imploring Heaven for its Pro- 


tection and Deliverance ; ſuppoſe, I ſay, that in the midſt of theſe 
Torrures of your Soul, an Angel ſhou'd appear, and bid you follow 
him through the private Door that leads into rhe Garden, and aſſure 
you that you there ſhou'd be reſtor'd to your Parents, Liberty, and 
every Bleſſing which in Life you value; tell me, my deareſt Niece, 
wou'd you refuſe to follow him, and continue ſtill a Prifoner, unleſs 
he wou'd promiſe to carry you through the publick Gate? Wou'id 
you, were you very thirſty, refuſe to drink the Wine you like, be- 
cauſe you cou'd not have it in a particular Glaſs? T know you 
wou'd 
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wou'd not; and that your Reaſon and your Judgment are both tos 
ſtrong, to ſuffer you to ſtand upon ſuch inconſiderable Niceties. If 
this be true, and I have anſwerd juſtly for you, as ſure I think J 
have, then think, my Niece, of me, as of your Guatdian-Angel, who 
feeling all your Griefs, and unable longer to ſuffer that Breaſt ſhou'd 
heave with Sighs, and thoſe Eyes flow with Tears, am come, with 
friendly Arm, to lead you not only to what Joys your Imagination 
paints in Liberty, but to a true and laſting Happineſs : The Way that 
I wou'd carry you, tho' it may not poſſibly be the Path which your 
private Inclination has painted out, is yet a certain one to ttue Feli- 
city and ſolid Joys. To explain this ſeeming Parable, know, that my 
Son, (let it be no Diſgrace to him to bear that Name, ſince by it he 
is Nephew to your Father, and Grandſon to a King,) this Royal 
Youth, I ſay, being much more attach'd to you by Choice and Tn- 
clination than even by Blood, and uſing all his Efforts, to convince 
you that his uncommon Paſſion is equal ro your ſuperior Beauty, 
does by me offer you Liberty, if with that Gift you will accept a 
greater, the Command of himſelf, this Caſtle, and all the Power and 
Wealth that he is Maſter of, 


Much J might ſay to prove the Happineſs which this Alliance will 
bring with it; but ic wou'd be as vain a Task as to take Pains to 
perſwade any Body that the Sun ſhines upon the Earth, when juſt 
mounted up to his Meridian; fince it is full as viſible that Amphia. 
lus is form'd in every Particular to make a Woman happy: This 
Truth the meaneſt Judgment could not be a Sttanger to, much leſs 
can it need illuſtrating to your penetrating one; therefore, dear 
Niece, let me entreat you, for your own Good, to weigh it well, 
and ſhew your Value of it by your Gratitude ; let the intrinſick 
Worth of this generous Offer, make up for my Want of Eloquence 
in propoſing it; and commiſſion me (for both your Sakes) ro carry 
back an Anſwer, that will alleviate the Sorrows of a diſtracted Heart, 
which greatly ſtands in need of Pity and Relief. 


Philoclea, finding ſhe ſtopp d, and waited for an Anſwer, looking firſt 
upon her Aunt, and then caſting her Eyes down to the Ground ; 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, I wiſh I was ſo much Miſtreſs of my Heart, as to 
diſpoſe it to receive my Couſin's honourable Love, for ſuch T ſhall 
eſteem it; bur my Inclinations are already form'd (here ſhe bluſh'd. 
and paus'd, and then re- aſſum d) to lead a fingle Life, to which my 
ſolemn Vows have long ſince been made to Heaven. Now thoſe 
Heavens forbid, reply'd Cecropia : For ever lead a ſingle Life! No, 
no, my Child, believe me, Heaven will ne er give Ear to ſuch impi- 
ous Vows, that fruſtrate the very End of Nature: She has been li- 
beral, nay even prodigal of her Beauties to you, for other Ends than 
that you ſhou'd churliſhly keep them to your ſelf, and unjuſtly ſuF- 

fer 
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fer them to periſh with you: As ſhe bleſs'd your Patents and the {WR 
World with you, ſo ſhe expects that you ſhou'd at leaſt do your part 1 
to be a Mother, and add your Offspring to enrich your Country; 1 
and, in order to accompliſh that commendable End, ſhe has given you Wo 
Beauty to move Deſire, and Penetration to find out when that Deſire WW, 
is juſtifiable ; ſhe has *endow'd you with a thouſand Charms to re- 1 
ward and gratify a Paſſion worthy of you, which Generoſity will be 1 
paid back with Intereſt, and the Delights you give be amply return'd 1 
in your own Boſom. O coud you know the Joys that crown a Pa- WW... 
rent's Name ! Were you but ſenſible of the unſpeakable Delight of WW. 
hourly ſeeing your own Perfections ſhine bright and bloomy in your 1 
Children, you wou'd moſt ſurely eondemn your ſelf for harbouring a 1 
Thought contrary to that greateſt earthly Bleſſing! But poſſibly you "oY 
may imagine I ſet this Happineſs before you, as Generals do Victo- W | 
ry to their Soldiers, which they can ne er arrive at, but thro' an Infi- Fg 
nity of Dangers, Perils, Griefs, and Cares: No, believe me, that is 1 
not the Caſe; truſt my Experience, which with Sincerity aſſures you, Wl 
that the Way that leads to it is ſtill, if poſſible, more eligible than Wl. 
the delightful End. I know not, anſwerd Philoclea, fearing her Aunt 1 
wou d take her Silence for a Proof of Sullenneſs, what Pleaſures you FI 


propoſe ; but Marriage, which muſt be the Sum of them, is, in my | : 
Opinion, the greateſt Slavery; and in that, of any Kind, it will be im- way 
poſſible for my Temper to find a Pleaſure, You much miſtake this 1 
Matter, reply d Cecropia: Indeed, we all are born to Bondage, and 1 
have a heavy Yoke impos d on us at our Creation; but Marriage, in- | 7 
ſtead of adding to that Weight, is the only Thing that can help to 
make it lighter; a Partner in Cares, muſt neceſſarily make them ap- 
pear much leſs; ſurcly 'tis more deſireable, ſince one muſt paſs the 
rough uneven Ways of frail Mortality, beſet with Thorns and Bryars; +480 


to have a worthy Husband to beat the Way, and make it more paſ- 14908 
ſable for our helpleſs Tnnocence. Bear Witneſs for me, O ye lonely 1/6 4 


Days and widow'd Nights! bear Witneſs what I ſuffer by the fatal _— 
Change! How do I preſs my melancholly Pillow, and with unavail- 48 
ing Tears lament that cruel Liberty which I unwillingly enjoy! A Li- | "a 
berry only equal to that poor Wretch's, who baniſh'd from his native 1 
Land, is allow'd each other Corner of the Earth to roam in, but ſtill 1 
deny d the only Place that can delight him: So the poor Dove, berefc 
of Sight, is by the cruel Falconer with ſeal'd Eyes caſt off, and given # 18 
his full Swing, when he has not a Power to make uſe of it; and, be- | ol 
lieve me, Niece, Woman, without the Help of aiding Man, is full as 
blind: My very Heart diſſolves, when I reflect upon that happy 
Time, when every Care that I ſuſtain d rebounded to another's Breaſt, 
and every Joy with which my Heart was gladen'd ſhone bright and 
ſparkling thro' another's Eyes: How can I expreſs thoſe rapturous 
Joys, which I might freely taſte without the envious World's laying 


the leaſt Imputatien on my Modeſty, or fear of Check from my own 
Dddd watchful 
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watchful Conſeienee! And is che inſipid Pleaſures of a ſingle Life to 
be compar'd to thoſe eonſummate Ones? Then may one String make 
equal Hatmony with the fineſt Conſort; then may one Colour equally 
delight the Eye, with the various Rainbow. But poſſibly tis not fo 
much Marriage in general that you deſpiſe, as the giving the Name 
of Husband ro Amphiatus: He is thy Son indeed, and therefore you 
may think I look on him with partial Eyes; but yet I can't but think 
the moſt unbyaſs'd Judgment muſt own him far above Contempr, and 
not unworthy the niceſt Virgin's Love: He is virtuous, noble, rich, 
and generous ; but that which ought to you to comprehend all theſe, 


and infinitely more Perfections, is, that he loves you with an un. 


bounded Paſſion; to you alone he pays his Vows, whom even Queens 
do not diſdain to ſigh for: Kill not his growing Love, nor ſtarve it 
with your Coldneſs; let not a meaner Beauty hereafter have an Oppor- 
cunity, with Woman's Vanity, to boaſt, that the has robb'd you of fo 
true, fo faithful, and ſo ſincere a Lover, as . any Age will ever 


Parallel. 


Philoclea was oblig' d to liſten to her Aunt's tireſome Words, ot at 
leaſt ſeem to do ſo; for in Reality her Attention had long left her, 
and her Thoughts were upon the ſad Condition of her Zelmane, in 
whoſe behalf a very little of that Rhetorick would have been needful 
to work her up to an unlimited Conſent; and being unwilling to pro- 
long a Diſpute in which ſhe was before-hand determin'd, and yet not 


_ caring to let Cecropia know how far ſhe was reſolved, ſhe put an 


End to it, by telling her, that any Arguments us d while her Liberty 
was reſtrain d, had ſo much the Air of Force, that they wou'd never 
work upon her, how reaſonable ſoever they might be; that if her Li- 
berty was granted, ſhe ſhou'd indeed believe the Aſſurances they both 
had given her, and ſtudy to be grateful. Thus, with artful Manage- 
ment, ſhe wou d fain have turn'd the Face of Cecro pia s Arguments 
to her own Advantage, and made them a Means for her En- 
largement. 8 


But the other's more than Machivehan Cunning was not ſo to be 
over- reach d; and both of them tit'd with making Requeſts which 
gain d not the leaſt Return on either Side, they broke off the Con- 
verſation, Cecropia being more and more irritated againſt her for her 

obſtinate Refuſal ; yet in regard to her Son, ſhe diſguis d her Ma- 
lice, leaving no Reſpect, no Mark of F nendſhip uneſſay d, which might 
prove his Paſſion, and conceal her own black Deſigus, in Caſe that 
fail'd : Nothing that cou'd be imagin'd to ſooth the lovely Mourner 
in her Solitude was forgot; and in particular, Conſorts of Muſick 
were perform'd under her Window, ſuch Tunes and Inſtruments being 
fill choſen as would be moſt likely to ſoften and unbend her Mind. 
Unwary Fools! little imagining that all tlieir Arts cou'd only ſerve 
"$0 


Modgernz'd by Mrs. STANLEY. * 


ro make her Heart more tender to the Imprelllons of a hated Rival. 
Continual Preſents were ſent to her, ſo great and numberleſs, as if 
they had been deſigned for Offerings at the Shrine of ſome offended 
Deity; each of them repreſenting, in one Particular or other, the un- 
happy Fate of the tormented Giver: Pictures, the Works of the molt 
famous Hands of Greece, reprefenting Ampiiaius Paſſion and her 
Diſdain, her Room was every where adorhed with; ſo that ſhe 
could not turn her Eyes, without being teminded of it: A 
Thouſand little Knots of Jewels, the Colours aptly choſen to re- 
preſent the various Paſſions which tore his labouring Heart, her Cabi- 
net was ſtored with, and made up in ſuch Faſhiofi as Hieroglyphically 
ſpoke her Bondage to be ty'd with Chains of hopeleſs Love. Theſe, 
and a Thouſand other little vain Devices, he made uſe of, equally 
unſucceſsful, equally ill received; for Philoclea, inſenſible ro any Me- 
rits, tho' ever ſo conſpicuous, center d in any Body but Ze/mane, was 
not by any Method to be wronght upon. The Muſick did, indeed, 
affe& her, but twas with Sortow for being in its Maſtetf's Power; e- 
very moving Song, intended to illuſtrate Anphialus Love, ſhe inter- 
preted to gelmane s; his unwiſſi d Preſents ſeem'd to het ſo many Re- 
proaches of forced Obligations j and the greater Diligence he ſhew'd 
to pleaſe her, the mote he fail'd in the impoſſible Attempt. The deep. 
eſt Arts of Cecropia's Cunning, and his that were dictated by the ten- 
dereſt Love, were alike receiv'd, and alike faild to move; which fill'd 


the Prince's Breaſt with feeble Languiſhing and cold Deſpair, but rais d 


2 Hurricane of Paſſion in Cecropia's turbulent and unbridled Soul, 
which ſoon would have ſhower'd down in Vengeance on Philoclea s 
deſtin'd Head, but that the ſaw her Fall could not be divided from het 
Sons Undoing, | 


| After revolving ſome time in her active Mind how ſhe ſhould pro- 
ceed, ſhe recollected, that poſſibly that frozen Coldneſs might not at- 


tend all of the Blood, and therefore determined to attempt Pamela, ho- 


ping, that if ſhe could prevail _ her, Amphialus would rather grow 
fond of ofie who would receive his Addteſſes with Tenderneſs and Gra- 
titude, than till pine on for a peeviſh Beauty, obſtinately bent to re- 
fuſe all his Overtures; and make his Love only a Torment to kim. 
Encouraged with this Thought, and more eager to ſucceed in this At- 
wen as ſhe had been baffled in the other, ſhe went in haſte to Pame- 

las Chamber; but, according to her uſual ungenerous Manner, ſtopt 
at the Door to liſten, that out of her own Words or Actions, ſhe 
might find ſomething to build upon, and commence a Cotiverſa- 
tion. 


| She flood ſtill for ſohie Time, and obſery'd the lofry-minded Maid 
walking up and down with a ſteady even Pace; her Steps not inter- 
rupted by any paſſionate Geſtufes of violent Emotions: In her Looks 
appear d 
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appear d a ſettled Sadneſs ; yet Patience fat triumphant in her Eyes, 
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and ſeem d to rule her every Paſſion, After ſhe had taken a few 
Turns, ſhe ſtopt, as if, till then buried in Thought, ſhe had but juſt 
recollected her ſcatter'd Reaſon : Why yer, ſaid ſhe, I have this laſt 
ing Comfort left, and what my moſt inveterate Foes can never rob 
me of, that howſoe er they injure me, there is a God above who 
ſees my Wrongs, and has a Power of revenging them; not the ex. 
tremeſt Darkneſs can blind his Eyes; no Bolts or Bars can be of Force 
ro keep him out: To whom then but to him ſhould T apply for Suc- 
cour; to whom ſhould I pour out the Anguiſh of my Soul, but to 


him, who is all powerful to hear, and mighty to redreſs. With that 


ſhe kneel'd down, and in the utmoſt Fervency of Heart addreſs'd the 
Omnipotent in the following Words FEY” >: 


6 O all penetrating Light, and eternal Source of all Things, to whom 


nothing is either ſo great as it may reſiſt, or ſo ſmall as to be con- 


e temn d, give Ear to thy unworthy Servant, who, in Confidence of 
<* this Truth, now bends before thee, under this grievous Load of Mi- 
4 ſery that hourly oppreſſes her; do thou, in thy abundant Goodneſs, 
* proportion out my Miſery, and limit the Heart-wounding Sorrows 
< that ſurround me, and if J merit this irritated Woe, take me under 
« the Correction of thy Hands, and ſuffer not my unjuſt Enemy to 
* be the Miniſter of thy avenging Juſtice ; unleſs my God, in his un- 

erring Wiſdom, ſees. it convenient for me to be in this Manner mor- 
* tified for my many Faults : If this ſervile Bondage is the moſt e. 
% qual Puniſhment for my too towering Deſires ; if the Pride of my 


Lay 
* 


too aſpiring Heart, not yet enough brought down, requires to be 


ce thus broken; O Lord, I readily ſubmit, J acquieſce in all my Per- 
& fſecutions, ſo thy Hand inflicts them. I will ever with Joy embrace 
& whatever Sorrows thy Juſtice can impoſe; yet permit me, gracious 
« Lord, to implore an Alleviation of them, and humbly ask thy Aid 


ce to bear me through this Vale of Sufferings : O yer let me entreat 


4 thee, as I am thy Creature, the nobleſt Title that any Being either 
„ in Heaven or Earth can plead, leave me not to my ſelf, give me 
not wholly over to my mercileſs Perſecutors, leſt they become too 
« mighty for me, leſt they entirely triumph over me; and in the 
Midſt of all my Torments, ſuffer, I beſeech thee, ſome little Beam 
* of thy refulgent Majeſty to ſhine into my Mind, and ſtrengthen it 
« in all Events, to repoſe its ſole Confidence in thee : Let the chaſten- 


* 
a 


La 
* 


„ ing Scourge of rude Calamity be made the Exerciſe, but not the 


* Ovyerthrow of thoſe Vertues thou haſt endow'd me with; let my 
« Greatneſs be a Prey to the exorbitant Deſires of my Adverſaries; 
& ſet my Pains glut their Bowels with the Sweetneſs of Revenge; 
« let them (if ſo thy Juſtice ſhall decree) ſtill vex my Soul with more 
te and greater Puniſhments: But O, my God, let not their Wicked- 
= neſs ſo far prevail, as to make me a Partaker of it, by Murmur- 

Ling 


4 
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155 preſerving thoſe two ineſtimable Jewels, of an untainted Mind, 
© in a chaſte and unſully'd Body; (and after pauſing a little Time) 
4 O, re-aſſum'd ſhe, however I'm diſposd of, moſt gracibus God, 
& guard and protect the virtuous — Muſic Jor us, 


Cecropia cou'd very diſtinctly hear every Part of the Prayer, except 
that which related to Muſidorus; but the Repetition of his Name the 
baſhful Fair wou'd ſcarce truſt to her own Lips, and therefore ut- 
terd it ſo ſoftly, that no intruding Liſt ner cou'd poſſibly catch the 
Sound : The Sight of ſuch a heavenly Creature, employ d in ſo de- 
vout a Manner, and which made Piety, tho' beautiful in it ſelf, yet 
ſeem doubly charming, cou'd not move Cecropia's wicked Mind to an 
Imitation; but yet it was ſo far prevailing, as to move her guilty 
Heart in ſome Degree to accuſe it ſelf; and ſo far affected her, as to 
put her quite out of that ſtudied Speech wherewith ſhe meant to ac- 
colt her; for, to her Grief, ſhe found it would be impoſſible to move 


her with any thing that did not wear at leaſt the Face of Virtue, 


and even the Appearance of that was what her vicious Mind was whol- 
Iy unacquainted with. | 


Yet did ſhe vainly uſe her utmoſt Eloquence, leaving n6 Argument 


unurg d that ſhe thought might in the leaſt be able to ſerve her Pur- 
poſe; enlarging upon the Juſtice of her Requeſt, which only tended 
to an honourable Marriage; the Worth and Virtues of the Man ſhe 
wou d prefer; the Condition ſhe was at preſent in, which ſuch a Union 
wou'd not only ſet her free from, but place her in the Summit of Fe- 
licity ; beſides falſely perſwading her, that her Siſter would now, 


upon mature Conſideration, with Joy accept that Love, which before 


her unexperiencd Judgment had refuſed ; lightly inſinuating, how 
dangerous ir wou 'd be to her, if her Son ſhou'd marry Philoclea, and 


ſhe being in his Power, by chat once more become Heir Apparent to 


the Arcadian Crown; but withal aſſuring her, that nothing but her 
continued Cruelty cou d work him up to the leaſt Thought of doing 
her an Injury, for that he preferr'd her a thouſand Times before his 
Life, his Fame, or Glory; excuſing the little Proof he outwardly 
gave of it by that great Reſpect he bore her, which ſtill aw'd and re- 
ftrain'd him from it: That beſides, ſhe had us d both Intereſt and Au- 
thority to deter him, finding that if he once ſufferd it to take Vent, 
he cou'd ſet no Limits to his ungovernable Paſſion. Thefe, and a 
thouſand other Inventions did ſlie make Uſe of, equally falfe, and 
equally unſucceſsful, trying with her, as ſhe did before by Philoclea, 
with the Force of Preſents to bribe her Mind: But all her Efforts 
were employ'd as vainly on either Siſter ; only Philoclea endeavour'd 
to baffle them by gentle N and Pamela with noble Ma- 


jeſty at once tefus d them. a 
Ee ee But 
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But that D Day * Convetſation with Finnie was eg ended than 
r- deſign d; for the Officer, who kept Watch upon the Top of the 
Tower, ſaw at ſome Diſtance ſo great a Duſt ariſe, as ſeem d to cloud 
the very Skies; and now and then, when the boifterous Wind broke 
through, and left a Paſſage for the Eye, he cou d plainly diſcern 
the ſhining of Armour, bright as the flaſhing Lightning in a dark 
tempeſtuous Night; he quickly gave the Alarm to the reſt of the 
Soldiers, who by- continual Practice, being always kept prepar'd with 


reſolute Minds, or at leaſt unmoy'd Countenances, ſet themſcives vi- 
gorouſly to maintain the Poſts allotred them. 


Only Amphialus and Clinias exceeded all the Bounds of Me- 
diocrity, the one in his natural Cowardice, and the other in his 
Fire of Courage ; for Clinias, who was vent'rous only in underhand 
Proceedings, and depended wholly upon their not being diſcover d, 
now that he thought they would all be brought to light, and that the 


Enemy began to appear with diſplay d Banners before the Caſtle, 


there was no Terror that can be conceiv'd that did not multiply in 
his timorous Breaſt; before their Coming, he had oft ſhook with 
the terrible Apprehenſion; but then his Mind, willing to catch at 
any Poſſibility to quiet its own Fears, wou d perſwade him that ſome- 
thing might happen to prevent any Attempt; that Baſins was old, 
and might poſſibly not ſurvive the firſt Shock of his Daughter's Loſs; 


or elſe that the Diſcord among the Nobiliry might prevent their join- 


ing him; and ſometimes the hearing his Fellows expreſs themſelves 
valiantly, and the quiet Situation he then was in, wou d perſwade 
him that even at the Approach of Danger he ſhould not flinch: Bur 
now that it did diſplay it ſelf, with all its Terrors, before his fright- 
ed Senſes, no Language can expreſs the Shock it gave him; the 
Lake he thought too ſhallow, and the Walls much too thin for their 
Security; he doubted each Fellow-Soldier's Truth, and conjectur d 
every Poſſibility of being betray'd ; not only apprehending Evils that 
had ſome Face of Likelihood, but ſuch as the Malice of all their 
evil Deſtinies put together cou'd hardly have contriv d; already be- 
ginning to arm himſelf, tho his Poſt was aſſign d him within the Ca- 
ſtle, deſirous that every Body ſhould behave gallantly except him- 
ſelf, and therefore endeavour'd to hide his own Fears, that they 
might not infect the reſt; but the more Pains he took to conceal 
them, the more they were diſplay'd ; his faltring Speech, pale Face, 
and trembling Limbs, expreſſing them more plainly than the moſt | 
expreſſive Words, 


Quite contrarily the brave Amphialus behavd ; who before the 
Enemy's Approach was wary, carcful, and ſometimes diffident of the 


Event; now the nearer Danger chrearen'd, like the falſe Fire of the 
Glow- 
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Glow Worm, to him it ſtill — the 18 His Courage grew more 
enflam'd by an Opportunity of exerting it; and impatient to engage 
the Enemy, he iſſued out in ſome Barges, which he had in Readineſs 
for that Purpoſe ; and carrying wirh him ſome of his moſt choſen Men, 
went to a Fortreſs. which he had upon the Edge of the Lake, which 
he gueſs d would be the firſt Thing that the Enemy would attempt, 

becauſe it was a Paſſage which commanded all that Side of the Coun- 
try, and being loſt, would put a Stop to any Supplies being brought 
into the Caſtle. From this Place, in which he had ſome Force of 
Horſemen, he iſſued out, with Two Hundred Horſe, and Five Hun- 
dred Foot; and placing the Foot in Ambuſh in the Fall of a Hill, 

which was overſhadow'd with a Wood, he with the Horſe went abour 

2 Quarter of a Mile further; from which Place he could plainly per. 
ceive ſome of the Enemy's Troops, who came but to remark where 
was the beſt Place for them ro encamp their Army. 


Bur at that Sight, as if the Enemy had been a Load- Stone to his 
Courage, he could not longer keep himſelf within Bounds; but ſetting 
his Face to the Enemy, and his Back to his own Soldiers, making 


that Action ſerve for the denouncing War to the One, and animating 


the Other, the Latter faithfully following his Example, they made the 
very Ground groan beneath the Wounds of their Horſes Feet, and in- 
ſpired Rage in the Breaſts of their Enemies, who as yet knew not who 
it was that thus hazdily attempted them. Among the Enemy, there 
was a young Man, Brother to Philanax, whoſe downy Chin had not 

yer given Tokens of his Manhood; bis ſprightly Mind not knowing 
how to limic Hope, or give the Reins to Fear; full of Gaiety, and 
lately enter d among Cupid's Votaries; his Name was Agenon, of all 
the Army the moſt beautiful, and of greater Hope than any of his 
Standing. This raſh Youth, engag'd in Converſat ion, rode among 
the Foremoſt, all arm'd, except his Beaver being up, which he wore 
fo, chat his Breath might be the leſs confined ; and feeing Amphialus 
come a pretty way before his Men, neither ſtaying for the Captain's 
Orders, nor minding whether his Face was arm'd or not, he ſer Spurg 
to his Horſe, and with youthful Bravery, waving his Staff around his 
Head, he fix d it in his Reſt, as cautiouſly as if he had been in a ſporting 
Ring, where he was to run to pleaſe the Ladies only; but Amphialus 
Lance had already reach'd the laſt of his deſcending Line, and began 
to make the full Point of Death againſt the Head of this unhappy 
Gentleman; when Ampbialus ſeeing his Youth and Beauty, Compat. 
ſion ſo blunted che Edge of his work'd-up Rage, that he made no Uſe 
of the Advantage, bur let his Staff fall againſt Agenon in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that in all Probability the Match would have ended without 
further Damage than the breaking of their Lances, but that the piti- 
leſs one of Amphialus, enraged at being broke, ſent irs Splinters 


with ſuch a Force upon the Face, far fitter for the Camp 
of 
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292 Vr Philip Sidney” s Arcadia, by 
of Yenus than of Mars, that in a Moment they gave not only a ſud- 
den but a hideous Death, leaving ſcarce any Marks of his former 
Comelineſs ;. ſo that his Hands abandoning the Reins, and his Thighs 
the Saddle, he fell ſideways off his Horſe. This dreadful Accident 
happening within the View of a great Friend of his, call'd Leonarus, 
who in vain had call'd to him to ſtop and be more advis'd, when he 
firſt began his Career, it is hard to determine whether Concern for 
the one, and Rage and Deſpight againſt the other, held the greateſt 
Place in his tortur'd Breaſt ; but, directing his Eye to his Friend and 
his Hand to his Enemy, ſo indiſcreet a Management cou'd not reſiſt 
the ever prepar'd Amphialus, who being ſatisfied of his Intentions to 
deſtroy him, and that if he did not take Advantage, the other wou'd, 
he gave him the ſame Treatment that he had done his Friend, ma- 
king them ſo far happy, that their Lives and Friendſhips both ended 
at one Time. | 


But now there was a furious Meeting on either Side: The verdant 
Fields were dy'd with human Gore; the Air reſounded with Shrieks 
and Groans of dying Men; in vain the Drums and Trumpets ſtrove to 
drown the hideous Roar, and keep it from the Ears of thoſe who every 
Moment might expect to join the dreadful Conſort : Arms lay confus d 
with Legs ; the Limbs of one cloſe to the Body of another : Here a 
brave Courſer having loſt his Rider, champs his Bir, and foams, and 
traverſes the Field as if in Search of his ſlain Maſter ; there a gallant 
Soldier, diſmounted by ſome unlucky Blow that cleft his Horſe's 
Head, lies mingled with dead Carcaſſes, and is not to be diſtinguiſh'd 
from among them: In ſhort, nothing but Horror filld both Armies, 
ſuch Numbers being ſlain on either Side, and yet neither of them at 
all ſecure of Victory; but among the numerous Troops, no one's 

Sword perform'd half the Execution as did Amphzalus's ; who, furi- 
ous as an undaunted Tyger, from whom a Company of Wolves ſeck 
to raviſh a new-gotten Prey, when e er he recollected that their Er- 
rant was to recover Philoclea, his Fury, Rage and Courage ſtrove 
to equal his Paſſion for her, which juſtly might be eſteem'd in- 


finite. 


By his undiſtinguiſhing Arm was ſlain an old Knight call'd E/chy- 
lus, whoſe number d Years might well have been allow'd rather to 
prove the Force they had attain'd of Wiſdom, than of Courage; yer 
having a healthy Conſtitution, and a Body robuſt enough to match 

a younger Man's, he wou'd needs follow the Trumper's Call, tho' it 
led him to his Death: But what confirm'd him in a Reſolution of 
venturing in theſe Wars, was a Prophecy, that aſſurd him he ſhou'd 
die in the Arms of his own Son, and therefore he thought himſelf 
very ſecure from the Arm of an Enemy ; and when he found Amphia- 
lus Sword gave him a mortal Wound, he thought himſelf abus'd, 

and 
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and curs'd the Prophet -in his Heart for leading kim into. ſuch an | 


Error, till his Son ſeeing him fall, run and took him up, ſupporting 


him in his Arms, till a mercileſs Soldier ſent him (by a Blow he 


gave him upon the Head with his Mace) to bear his Father Compa- 
ny to the other World, and ſo confirm'd the Prophet's Credit. Dria- 
lus, Memnon, Niſus, and Polycratus alſo fell the Sacrifice of Amphia- 
lus Fury; the firſt being ſtruck from his Horſe, had his Eyes trampled 
out, which Anguiſh half kill'd him &'er Amphialus gave the finiſhing 
Stroke: The ſecond had conſulted the ſame Prophet with old Eſchi- 
lus, and having found many of his Prognoſtications come to paſs, 
put a firm Faith in the laſt that he deliver'd to him, which was, that 
if he cou'd eſcape his own Companions, he ſhou'd never die. Upon 

this Account, no Man was more fearleſs of an Enemy, or ſo ſuſpi- 
cious of a Friend, as he; in a Battle, or at the Approach of one, 
his Heart was chearful, and his Spirits lighr, which enabled him to 
perform very gallantly ; but in Time of Peace, or even in War, 
when Hours of Reſt were allotted him, (at leaſt that were ſo to 
others,) he then was timorous and fearful, never ſleeping without a 
Guard, and ſtarting up a thouſand Times, believing that even they 
wou d butcher him: But now Amphialus unriddled all his Doubts, for 
with a bold Stroke he overthrow'd him from his Horſe, and his own 
Party coming in haſte with freſh Supplies, in the Confuſion, not di- 
ſtinguiſhing Friends from Foes, they trampled him to Death. Nz/as, 
with fatal Zeal, wou'd needs grapple with Amphialus, but his victori- 
ous Arm ſoon made him quit his Hold, and with his Dagger put it 
paſt a Poſſibility that he ſhou'd &er again attempt ſo raſh an Ac- 
tion. As for Polycratus, who only fac'd the: Enemy for fear of Pu- 
niſhment from his own Party, if he ſhou'd poorly fly, Amphialus 
ſtruck him a very memorable Blow, which in an Inſtant ſever'd his 
Head from off his cowardly Body; and in the Aponics of his 
Death, ſetting Spurs to his Horſe, leaving his Head behind him, 


he gave ſo brave a Charge upon the Enemy, that ir grew to be a 
Proverb in Arcadia, That Polycratus was only valiant, when others 


loſt the Power of being ſo. Not only theſe already nam'd, bur 
Numbers more periſh'd that Day by Amphialus irreſiſtleſs Courage; 
no one that reach'd his gallant Arm eſcapd, except Phebilus, and 
he by the greateſt Accident ; for having long been an Adorer of the 
divine Philoclea, tho' upon Account of his humble Birth and Fortune 
he never durſt reveal it, he now ſingled out Amphialus, and ſetting 
the ſharpen'd Edge of Rival upon the Sword of an enrag'd Enemy, 
he held him a long and ſturdy Fight; bur Amphialus having at laft 
diſarm'd him in ſome of the moſt dangerous Places, as he was lifting 
up his Sword to give the fatal Blow, Phebilus, thinking his Death 
was certain, fetchd a deep Groan, and ſaid, O heavenly Philoclea, 
ar leaſt this Satisfaction the Malice of my moſt inveterate Enemies 
can neyer rob me of, that I die for thee, and ſpend my lateſt Hours 

| | Ffff in 
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294 Sr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 
in thy Service. The Name of Philoclea ſtaid Amphialus Sword; 

and hearing the following Words, tho' they enrag'd him, and made 
him ſtill more inveterate, yet he was determin'd the other ſhou'd not 
have the Honour of dying in Philocleas Cauſe, at leaſt if he could 
help it, and therefore left him, and turn'd his Sword another Way : 
But what Service was this to the deſtin d Phebilus, who by that Ac- 
cident eſcap'd a valliant Hand to be deſtroy'd by a common Soldier, 
who ſeeing him diſarm d, took the Advantage, and with his Spear 
nail'd his Body to the Ground. SS 


Thus, by the unwearied Courage of Amphialus, were his Enemies 
almoſt overcome ; when Philanax, who was Marſhal of the Army, 
artiy'd with Reinforcements, encouraging his almoſt drooping Sol. 


diers, crying out to them to bravely ſtand their Ground, for that 


ignoble Flight would be as ſure a Means of their Deſtruction as the 
briskeſt Charge; and ruſhing in amongſt the rhickeſt of them, tho 
ſtill making Conduct go Hand in Hand with Courage, he perform'd 
ſuch Wonders, and animated ſo much the fainting Courage of his 
Followers, that Fortune, who ſeldom forſakes the Brave of either 
Side, ſeemd now to take his Party, and made as many of Amphialus' 
Friends fall by his Sword, as Amphialus victorious one had before 
robb'd him of; he gain'd Ground inceſſantly, Amphialus loſing it as 
faſt; and it was now hard to ſay which Side ſuſtain d rhe greareſt 
Loſs of Men; the Ground was ſtrew'd promiſcuouſly with Friends 
and Foes, while Death, that Leveller of all Diſtinctions, made them 
lie equally quiet by each other, and reſtord them to their common 
Mother, _ | | 


Cadrus, Cteſephan, and Milo, all Men of wondrous Courage, loſt 
that and their Lives together on Philanax's Sword; bur no one's 
Death was half ſo much lamented, as that of a young Gentleman, 
Page to Amphialus, call'd Iſinenus, who upon no Account abandoning 
his Maſter, and puſhing on his tender Youth to Acts of ripeſt Man- 
hood, in this Hurry and Confuſion, when their Side was almoſt pur 


to Flight, and only ſtay d by Amphialus ſingle Valour, ſeeing his Ma- 


ſter's Horſe kill d under him, conſulting nothing but Faithfulneſs and 
Courage, he immediately diſmounted, and with the Help of ſome 
that were about him, got his Maſter upon his Horſe; but in the 
Multitude that throng'd upon that Accident, ſome eager to deſtroy, 
others to aſſiſt Amphialus, Iſinenus by Accident was thruſt quite cloſe 


to Philanax, and finding that he was the Man who moſt gall d their 
Party, (deſirous to part with even Life in exchange for Glory,) he 


furiouſly ſtruck at him as he rode by, and gave him a Wound upon 
the Leg, the Smart of which made Philanax turn towards him with 


an Intent to take immediate Vengeance; but ſeeing him ſo young, 


and of ſuch an engaging Form, Compaſſion moved in his Behalf, and 
| 1 — dctermin'd 
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determin d him ohly to take him Priſoner, and give him to his Brother 
Agenor for his Companion, being of much the ſame Age, and not un- 
like in Perſon: But as he look d down upon him, pleas'd with this 
Thought, caſting his Eye a little aſide, he ſaw his Brother lying dead, 
and his Friend Leonatus by him, almoſt cloſe to the Vouth's Feet. 


This Sight ſtruck him with the extremeſt Grief, not only upon 


his own Account, and the Loſs of ſo much promiſing Perfection, but 
for the unconſolable Concern with which he knew it would affect his 
Mother, who had very hardly been prevaild upon to give her Permiſ- 
ſion for him to venture with the Army. This cutting Reflection kill'd 
all Pity in his afflicted Breaſt ; and ſpringing his Horſe forward, while 
1/menus gave two or three ill-concerted Blows, Why, let other Mothers, 
cryd he, bewail che untimely Loſs of their wretched Offspring as 


well as mine, and with that run his Sword quite through his perfect 


Form. 


But no ſooner had he given the Blow, and ſaw the beauteous Youth 
ſtruggling in the convulſive Agonies of Death, who ſcem'd almoſt un- 
willing to exert its Power in ſuch a Cauſe, ſo long was he wreſtling 
with his vigorous Youth, but he almoſt repented chat he had ſuffer'd 
his Arm to ſtrike the envious Stroke; but his Brother's hapleſs Fate 
made him both ſoon forget that, and neglect himſelf; for ꝓreſſing with 
unwary Haſte upon the retiring Enemy, e er he was aware, he was 


engaged beyond a Poſſibility for his .own Soldiers to relieve him; 


and being ſtruck off his Horſe by Amphialus, who was eager to ſe- 
cure him, knowing that in him was center'd the very Life and Spirit 
of his Soldiers, he kept the Men in Play, while ſome of his choſen 
Officers convey'd Philanax away. 


His Loſs immediately was noiſed throughout the Army; and as if 
with their General they had loft the Fountain of their Courage, they 
began to put all their Safety in their Flight; and already their Backs 
were towards their Enemies, when there came furiouſly galloping in- 
to the Preſs a Knight in Armour, black as the Center of all Dark- 
neſs, crying to them, in an aſſur d Tone, to face about; and though 
he brought no freſh Supplies, nor any Proof of his Authority, ſo far 
from it, that he was entirely unknown, yet they ſoon found by his 
Behaviour, that he was fit to be obey d; and while he was followed 
by the moſt valiant, he made Way for the greateſt Cowards, making 
the Blood of the Amphialians ſerve for a Capariſon to his Horſe, and 
Deckings to his Armour; his Arm gave as many Deaths as Blows, ſo 
terrible was his Force; and his Nimbleneſs and Judgment quite equal to 
it; for tho his Sword went almoſt faſter than the Eye could follow it, yet 
Conduct till took Place of that; Sarpedan, Pliſtonax, Strophilus, and 

Hippolitus, Men of approved Excellence in Martial Exerciſes, and who 
had that Day undertaken to guard Amphialus Perſon, fell beneath his 
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all- conquering Arm; and inſtead of ſecuring Amphialus, loſt them: 
ſelves. The inſulting Megalus, who a little before was valuing 
himſelf upon the various Hues of Blood that ſtained his Armour, was 
the next that fell a Victim to his Rage; and by the mixing of his 
own with them, obliged to own thar Cruelty is generally paid in Kind. 
After him, he ſent the Ghoſt of Palemon, who had that Day, with 
oftentatious Bravery, vow'd to be the Death of Ten preciſely ; and 
having already ſecured Nine of them, was, with eager Haſte, endea- 
vouring to fulfil his Vows, ſo near accompliſh'd, when the black 

Knight unluckily oblig'd him to break his Oath, and ſent him to make 
up the Tenth. TIN - 
And now the Fickleneſs of variable Fortune began entirely to change 
the Scene; for tho at firſt the Appearance of the Battle was very ter- 
rible, yet even Terror, array d ſo gorgeouſſy, fail'd to fright; the Pomp 
of Regulariry, rich Furniture, gilded Swords, and gliſtening Amours, 
took up the Eye, and ſcarce gave the Mind Leiſure to reflect upon the 
coming Danger: But now all univerſally defiled with Duſt and Blood, 
the Ranks diſorder d, broken Armour and mangled Carcaſſes took off 
the Mask, and ſhew'd the Horrour of contending Armies in its naked 
Light. But neither cou'd Danger appear dreadful to Amphialus un- 
daunted Courage, nor ugly to his Eyes, who continually painted it 
over with Philocled's Beauty; and therefore rather inflam'd than dif. 
may d with increaſing Dangers, and pleas'd to find that tho' he had yan. 
quiſh'd Philanax, yet there was ſtill one left worthy the utmoſt Ef. 
forts of his Courage, he burnt with a Deſire to engage him, who gave 
him little Trouble in the Search; for the black Knight's Sword had made 
ſo ſpacious a Plain about him, that he ſtood expoſed to all ; and if 
Amphialus was enrag'd to ſee what Havock he had made among his 
Troops, he was no leſs provok'd to Emulation at the incredible Suc- 
ceſs he brought his own; and as Similitude, in any Kind, has an at- 
tractive Virtue, ſo their equal Courage made them impatient to encoun- 
ter one another: And now they meet, and then began a Combat, wor- 
thy indeed that Name; long the Contention laſted, and had there been 
the moſt intent Obſervers, they could not poſſibly have decided which 
of them behav d moſt gallantly, or on whoſe Side the doubtful Victory 
wou'd fall; the more Wounds they gave and took, the lefs they felt 
the Smart ; till at laſt they were juſt upon the Point of knowing on 
whoſe Side partial Fortne wou'd turn the Ballance, when there came up 
to them an old Knight, Governour to Amphialus, an honourable Man, 
and experienc'd Soldier, and always mindful of his worthy Charge, 
and before the black Knight was aware of him, he gave him an un- 
lucky Blow upon the Leg, and with another kill'd his Horſe under 
him: Amphialus enrag d at the Treachery, tho cxercis'd on his Enemy, 
call'd out to him to ſtop his Hand, for that he had already diſhonour'd 
him by that unwarrantable Proceeding, You do well, reply'd he, to 
ſtand 
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land upon punctilio's, and ſet your Honour, like a private Soldier; 


upon a particular Combat, while Baſilius takes that Opportunity of 


lacing all his Army between you and the Town. Upon this, Amphi- 
alus turn d his Head, and found indeed that the Enemy was beginning 
to encompaſs him, and ſtop his Return; and therefore immediately 


order'd a Retreat to be ſounded, his Governour led the Troops 


towards: Home, while he himſelf kept ſtill in the Rear; and he be- 
hav'd ſo gallantly, that (tho with a Loſs of many Men) he 
at laſt ſafely gain d a ſecure Retreat, pleas'd that his Enemies had at 
leaſt felt the Edge of his Sword, ſharpend by his Paſſion and PHilo- 
cleas Eyes. The other Side greatly regretted the Loſs of Philanax, 

but were much more concern d, when with the utmoſt Search they cou'd 
not meet with the Black Knight; who, having met a Horſe, whoſe 
dying Maſter had bequeath'd him to the firſt that wanted him, he 
haſtily mounted, and being very ſorely wounded, and unwilling to be 
known, in the Hurry of the Retreat rode off undiſcover d. Baſilins 
having in vain attempted to bar Amphialus ſafe Return, thought it 
Time to encamp himſelf and Army as ſafely as he coud; while to his 


unſpeakable Concern he ſaw the Light of the Illuminations, and 


heard the Rejoycings which were made in the Town by his own 
People, becauſe he had that Day met with no better Succeſs; for they 
were always inclin d to love Amphialus ; and as the giddy- headed 
Multitude generally follow the ſueceſsful Side, becauſe he was not de- 


feated, they look d pen him as victorious, and. therefore determin'd 


to be of his Party. 


As ſoon as Amphialus return d, be unarm'd himſelf, had his 
Wounds dreſs'd, and then went to wait on Philoclea, and lay his Con- 


queſts and the Conqueror at her Feet; but ſhe receiv'd him with the 


ſame Indifference as uſual, unmoy'd at his moſt paſſionate Complaints, 
and not at all affected with his Overtures ; which ſtruck him with the 
moſt deep Deſpair, and made even the Joy he had conceiv'd at his 
Succeſs not only inſipid, but grow bitter to him, ſince it agreed not 
with her Taſte; and finding it in yain to trouble her longer with his 
unwelcome Preſence, he left her, and went to his Mother, conjuring 


her to perſiſt in her Endeayours to melt the ſnowy Maid, upon whoſe 


Behaviour his All of Happineſs depended ; and then ſent for Philanax, 
for whom he had a long and fix d Averſion, and which was now great- 
ly encreaſed by the Death of his Squire Iſinenus; beſides, as he had 
made him one of his chief Pretences for taking Arms, he thought ic 


neceſſary to colour that Pretence, by putting him to a publick Death, 
and by that Action ſo far engage his Accomplices, that if they ſhou'd 


have the Inclination, they cou'd not well deſert. In this Opinion he 
was confirmd by his Mother, and ſeveral of his Council, who long 
had hated Philanax, for no other Reaſon but becauſe he was infi- 


ay more than them worthy to be eſteem d. But while they were 
G g g g. delibe- 
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deliberating upon the Manner of his Death, Philoclea being inform'd 
in how dangerous a Situation Philanax was, ſhe call'd one of her At- 
tendants, and begg d her to go to Amphialus, and from her conjure 
him, if ar leaſt ſhe had any Power over him, to let his Revenge againſt 
Philanax extend to nothing further than Impriſonment. This Mef. 
ſage was deliver d to Amphialus, juſt as Philanax was brought up, as 
he believd, to receive the Sentence of his Death: But when with un. 
daunted Courage he attended to hear it given, thinking himſelf in- 
jur'd, but not unhappy, ſince he was to ſtake his Life in ſo good a 
Cauſe, Amphialus ſurpriz'd him with the moſt unexpected Turn, tel. 
ling him that he always ſhou'd efteem him as the Inſtrument of his 
being honour'd with the Commands of Philoclea, and therefore wou'd 
not only give him his immediate Liberty, but bury all Remembrance 
of former Diſagreements, and for the future render him all the Friend- 
ſhips he was able, only in Return, defir'd that he wou'd make him ac- 
quainted with Baſilius* Deſigns. | N 


My Lord, reply'd the good old Man, were I entruſted with my 
Maſter's Purpoſes, and the revealing them wou'd be a Means to make 
them fruitleſs, I wou'd diſdain to purchaſe Life at the Expence of my 
Faith and Honour, which I muſt forfeit in betraying them, and ſhou'd 
think the Name of Traytor dearly purchas'd for the ſlender Conſidera- 
tion of a few Years of uncertain Life ; but fince he means to take no ſecrer 
Method, but openly, and by Force regain his Daughter, and revenge his 
Wrongs, I ſhan't in the leaſt ſcruple obliging you with all that I know. 
Upon that he related in what a vaſt Conſternation Baſilius and Gynecia were 
when they miſs d their Children, ſometimes ſuſpecting Zelmane (as being 
2 Stranger) to have a Hand in conveying them away; ar other times 
doubting whether there was not ſtill ſome Remains of the late Mutiny; 
which Thought was in ſome Degree confirm'd by Miſo, who being 
found almoſt famiſh'd by ſome Country People, and brought Home, 
inform'd them with what Artifice they were train d our, and with what 
Violence carried away: But that in a very little Time they were let 
into the Truth by the Letters which Amphialus difpers'd, in order to 
- procure Confederates ; that upon this Knowledge, Baſilius determin d 
to beſiege the Town, and never leave it till he had ſubdu'd it; that 
he intended rather to reduce ir by Time and Famine, than by Force of 
Aſſault, well knowing what gallant Men he had to deal with, and for 
that Purpoſe had given Orders for continual Supplies of Soldiers, Pi- 
oneers, and all Things that might be conducive to that Deſign, to be 
brought him. And now, my Lord, continued Philanax, as J have receiv d 
my Life from your Clemency, give me leave, as all the Return my Grati- 
rude can make, by my Advice to ſave your own Life, your Fame and Ho- 
nour, all three of which are juſt upon the Point of falling: By Heaven, I 
ſwear, young Prince, I love your Courage and revere your Virtues, tho 
now unhappily employ'd in a pernicious Cauſe ; T honour you for being 

; of 
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of ſo near Alliance to my Maſter, and my honeſt Wiſhes exert themi- 
ſelves for your Succeſs in every thing but this miſtaken Undertaking : 
You know your Unkle's generous Diſpoſition, and that his noble Na- 
ture is as ready to forgive upon a due Submiſſion, as his Power is 
great to puniſh an obſtinate Perſiſtance ; your paſt Crime may eaſily 
plead an Extenuation, fince occaſion d by inconfiderate unbridled 
Love: Reflect that the moſt conſummate Goodneſs may be provok'd 
beyond Forgiveneſs; then ceaſe to urge it farther, or truſt to the 
Chance of an unequal War, but rather ſtrive to attain your End by a 
generous Submiſſion, which is the only Means you have for gaining 
it. It was eaſy to diſcern by the Emotions in Amphialus Countenance, 
that Diſdain and Rage would hardly ſuffer him to wait the unap- 


prov'd and undeſir d Remonſtrances of Philanax ; but the Reflection 


of Philockea's interfering in his Favour, oblig 4 him to reſtrain his 
Anger, and therefore only telling him that he might ſave himſelf the 
Expence of any farther Counſel, ſince he was already determin d how 


to act, he went and left him, ordering ſome Soldiers to conyey him 


back to the Camp. Philanax willingly accepted that Compliment, 
being very glad to receive an untainted Liberty, and immediately left 
the Town, without attempting to viſit the Princeſſes, thinking it poſ- 
ſible that fuch an Interview might offend Ampbialus, and cou d be of 


no Service to them, whom he found were not to be reſcu'd by any. 


Means but * Force. 


The Ladies anden to PL their Time in the moſt melancholy 
Manner, being deny'd the Converſation of cach other, and no Body 
ſuffer d to be about them but Cecropia's Creatures, who were taught 

to frame their Words to her Directions; ſhe her ſelf omitting no Op- 
portunity of talking to them, and urging her Sons unwelcome Paſ- 
ſion; uſing the ſame Arguments to both, determining in her own in- 
fernal Boſom, that which; ever ſhe cou'd: prevail upon firſt, the other 
ſhou'd (without his Knowledge) by Poyſon be remov'd : But 
though ſhe us d pretty much the ſame Arguments to both, yet her 
Manner of enforcing them differ d as ſhe found their Humours vary; 
and that Day, as ſoon as Philanax was ſet free, the went to Philo- 
clea, expatiating upon the Obligation ſhe ow'd her Son for freeing 
his mortal Enemy only in Obedience to her Commands ; bur ſeeing 
her very little mov'd at any thing ſhe cou'd ſay, and that ſhe ſeem'd 
rather uneaſy that ſhe was forc'd to receive any Obligation from him, 
than in a Diſpoſition to return it, ſhe left her, threatning in her ſelf 
for the future to try a harſher Treatment, and went to make a Viſit 

to Pamela; who that Day having tir d her Attention with reading, 
and her ſtately Mind diſdaining to converſe with any of the Ladies 


appointed to attend her, whom ſhe look d upon only as her Jailers, 


was working upon a Purſe all kind of natural Flowers that decks the 


r Spring, which ſhe ſo livelily repreſented, that the 1 
Arti 
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Deſign of that perfect Epitomy of the Spring was ſo well laid, that it 


paſs her Hands without it, and what before was of little Conſequence, 
ift once ſhe undertook it, grew moſt valuable: Tho this little Piece of 


Cecropia that ſhe ſhou d at laſt ſucceed with her; judging by her own 


admitted to her Sight. Animated with this Hope, ſhe went abruptly 


dicated! He ſurely muſt eſteem ir by far a greater Treaſure than 
any it can hold. Tm glad, reply'd Pamela, half ſmiling, that it has 


' Purſe of little or no Value. It is the very Nature of Beauty, anſwer'd 


(cho, in my own Judgment, I am very innocent of it,) any thing 
more than a Mixture of natural Colours which delight the Eye, as 
Muſick does the Ear, without any After-Conſequences, ſince not only 


it. That thoſe Things, reply d Cecropia, have ſome Proportion of it, 


Artiſt of a Painter might have been proud to have copy'd from het 
inimitable Needle; theſ Roſes appear'd as bright and blooming, as her 
own Cheeks when overſpread with conſcious Bluſhes at her unwor- 
thy Fortune ; the Lillies all pale, yet lovely in that Paleneſs, as when 
her Reſentment cool'd, and gave Place to languid Sorrow ; the whole 


was wonderful to ſee ſo exalted a Mind employ itſelf in bringing to 
Perfection what at firſt was ſo trifling a Thing; but nothing cou'd 


Work was in great Forwardneſs, yet had ſhe not beſtow'd ſo much 
Time upon it as to neglect her ſelf, or not pay that Tribute of Or- 
naments that were due to ſo much Beauty; for tho her Palace was 
a Priſon, and her Court compos'd of hareful Spies, yet cou'd not 
this Change make her forget ſhe was a Princeſs, or not in every thing 
left in her Power to appear like one. | | 


This Behaviour, in every Reſpect ſo different from her Siſter's, who 
refus'd all Amuſements, and wou'd not ſuffer her ſelf to be array'd in 
any thing more than barely neceſſary, except her Sorrows, flatter d 


Vanity, that the Pains ſhe had taken about her Dreſs muſt certainly 
beſpeak a Deſire to pleaſe, and that Deſire ſhe thought muſt irect- 
ed to Amphialus, ſince ſhe muſt be very ſure no other Man wou'd be 


in, and ſat down by her, and taking the Purſe out of her Hand, and 
ſurveying it with an affected Curioſity, Happy, cry'd ſhe, muſt 
be that Man, if at leaſt he were ſo bleſs d to know it, to whom this 
little Piece of beauteous Mimickry, wrought by thoſe Hands, is de- 


your Approbation, Madam; bur, I aſſure you, I had no other De- 
ſign in the working it, than to make a few tedious Hours paſs the 
leſs regarded, and but with that View lookd on it as a common 


Cecropia, to be ignorant of its own Force, and work unknowingly 
wondrous Effects. I ne er till now, Madam, reply'd ſhe, thought 
that ſuperficial Thing calld Beauty, which you lay to my Charge, 


the Brute Creation, but inanimate Things, do often greatly excel in 


does not in the leaſt diminiſh from its Value, ſince they are only to 
be admir'd for that Perfection, without being ſenſible of ir in them- 
ſelves, or influenc'd by it in others; but that Beauty in humane Crea- 

ures 
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tures is much more than valuable in any otlice part of the Creation, may 


be prov d by their only having a Judgment given them to diſtinguiſh 


it: And as it muſt be allow 'd, that our Sex has in that by much the 
Preference, ſo if duly weigh d, it will be found more than a Recom- 
pence for any other Advantage which the Men can juſtly boaſt ; for 


what does all their Labour aim at, bur to compaſs their Deſigns and 


gain Superiority, which they effect either by Force, Stratagem, ot 
well-lay d Flattery; but a beauteous Woman need have recourſe nei- 


ther to Violence or little Arts, ſhe can command without Authority, 


and can perſwade without the Pains of Eloquence; ſhe needs no Trou- 
ble to procure Attention; her Looks oblige the Hearers to it: A Man 


muſt put his Fortune to the hazard, and venture Life, to gain the 


Name. of Conqueror; but a fine Woman can ſubdue her Thouſands, 
wichour running her ſelf into the leaſt Degree of Danger ; ſhe is obey'd 
without the Trouble of impoſing Laws; her every Word becomes 
one ; ſhe has no uneaſy Conteſts in her ſelf whether 'tis beſt ro hold 
the Reins of Love or Fear; ſince without any of her Management, 
her Subjects inevitable Love towards her, will conſequently make them 
fear her Frowns, and that Fear will ever fortify their Love: She is in 
no Neceſſity of providing either offenſive or defenſive Force, ſince her 
Form as much ſecures her, as ten thouſand Shields; and ten thouſand 
reſiſtleſs Arrows ſhoot from her lovely Eyes. To ſum up all, Beauty, 
my deareſt Niece, is the Crown of Woman; and on whomſdever 
| bountiful Heaven has beſtowd that rare, tho' perfect Gift, ſhe 
ought undoubtedly to put it to that Uſe for which it was deſign'd ; 
which is not only the creating of Deſire, but returning it; ſince all 
conſummate Happineſs muſt be reciprocal, nor is it to be center'd in 
one's ſelf. I am much afraid, Madam, cryd Pamela, that your Praiſes 
will not only perſwade me that I have a greater Share of Beauty than 


I ever imagin'd, but make me ſer a greater Value on it: I muſt own, that 


even till now, I believ'd thoſe kind of Conqueſts which you fpeak of, 
proceeded more from the Weakneſs of the Conquer d, than from any ſu- 
periour Power in the Conquerors, as the Cranes are too hard for the 
Pigmees ; not that the Cranes are poſſeſs d of any great Skill or Cou- 
rage, but becauſe the Pigmees are weak and cowardly : Bur ſince your 
Wiſdom, and more extenſive Knowledge is of another Opinion, and 
you think Beauty of ſuch ineſtimable Value, it ought then certainly 
to have the Guard of Virtue, and be ſo carefully attended by it, as 
not to ſuffer it in the leaſt Degree to be defiled. 


Deſiled, haſtily interrupted Cecropia ; 1 hope, my Dear, you don't 


ſuſpect my Words of carrying ſo baſe a Meaning: No, the heavenly. . 


Powers forbid; my only Purpoſe is to put that Beauty to the Uſe 
which Heaven defign'd ir for, and join ir to its only Counter-Part, 
true Love; and indeed, without that, it in Effect is nothing: For as 
the fineſt Rays of Light wou'd be of no Conſequence, were there no 

Hhhh Eyes 
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202 Fr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 


Eyes that coud behold their Beightneſs ; fo Beauty, without the Eye of 
Inelination to ſurvey ir, wou'd be of little Uſe ; and therefore, fo far is it 
from being any Stain to it, that tis the only Thing that can enhance 
its Value, pay it ſufficienc Honours, and preſerve it from the deſtru- 
Rive Hand of Time; for tho that will inevitably deſtroy it in the fineſt 
Face, yet in the Lover's Heart tis everlaſtingly engraven; nothing 
but Death can cer cfface it; there the lively Image wilt remain, in 
ſpight of Age and Wrinkles, free from the malicious Influence of 
Chance or Sickneſs. Such a ſecure Repoſitory yours may find in my 
Son's Boſom; in him you may behold the trueſt Lover, and the faith- 
fulleſt Friend that ever any Lady cou d juſtly boaſt; and fo awful is his 
Paſſion, that rather than run the hazard of diſpleaſing, he denies his Eyes 
the Joy of ſeeing the only Object upon Earth that ean delight them. 
There is no one Proof, reply d Pamela, that he can give me of his 
Love, as will half ſo much oblige me; but what T have often told you 
I again confirm, that he muſt firſt procure the Approbation of my pa- 
rents; till when, it will be vain to let him know my Reſolution; for 
ſhou d 1 act contrary to their Conſent, the Wrath of Heaven would 
conſequently follow. You've choſe a very improper Time of Life, an- 
ſwer d Cecropia, to lay ſo great a Streſs upon Religion: Believe me, 
my deareſt Niece, tis much unfit for one of your Youth ro be a Bigot 
or Enthuſfaſt ; no, no, leave that ſerupulous Humour to us old People, 
who have no other Merit to recommend us; but do you enjoy the 
Heaven you have before you; make ſure of that, leſt too late you 
ſee your Error, and eurſe your too cafy Faith for future Happineſs, 
which made you ſlip the preſent Joys that offer d. Do but obſerve the 
cheerful Spring, how proud and pleas'd it is ro deck it ſelf in irs own 
gaudy Flowers, without aſpiring to the Fruits of diſtant Autumn; 
what a Reproach is this to anxious humane Kind, who vainly waſte 
the April of their Years in the Purſuit of future Bleſſings, which is but a 
Doubt whether they ever may arrive at? Do not you, my Dear, ſuffer 
your ſelf to be thus groſsly impog'd upon by thoſe, who poſſibly endea- 
your it, becauſe they envy you thar Feliciry which they are paſt the 
Enjoyment of: You are very ſenſible how unjuſtly your Father has re- 
fus'd/all Offers for you, tho of the greateſt Princes; and will you fuf- 
fer your Beauties to be buried in his Wrinkles, or your Youth: to wear 
away without the laudable Gratifications it might take, only ro oblige 
the pecviſh Humours of an unreafonable old Man > How peeviſh or 
unreaſonable ſoever he may be, reply'd Pamela, he is my Father ſtill; 
and how much Beauty ſoc'er indulgent Heaven may have bleſs'd me 
with, that will not in the leaſt juſtify my Neglect of Duty; the righte- 
ous Powers exact an unconfin'd Obedience to be paid him, nor 
2 Laws permit me to be the Judge, or the Condemner of his 
aults. e 
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2 Theſ: ſerious Anſwers bf Pamela's, and her fill pleading Conſei- 


ence as a Bar to her conſenting, put Cecropia upon thinking, that if 


ſhe cou'd remove that Stumbling-Block, or at leaſt make it appear 


leſs formidable, it would be the likelieſt Method to bring her to her 
Lure; and therefore ſummoning her moſt crafty Wit, and cloathing it 
in the moſt earneſt Words, becauſe they were not only to ſerve a 
Turn, bur came from her real Thoughts, ſhe thus began to ſpeak. 


My lovely Niece, or weber Daughter, for i my Wiſhes term you, 


be Judge your ſelf how much more earneſt I muſt be ro have you 
bear that Name, ſince I find your Virtues fix d upon the Baſis of Devo- 
tion, which the greateſt Politicians have found to be the beſt Support 
againſt the Frailties of humane Nature; for as Children muſt at firſt 
be frighted and threaten'd into the Knowledge of thoſe Things, which 


when once they underſtand they eſteem a Happineſs, ſo theſe Bugbears 


of Religion were, no doubt of it, at firſt introduced into the World 
by Men of the moſt diſcerning Judgments, to deter the Generality 
from falling into thoſe Errors, which the Vanities of the World, and 
the Weaknefs of their Capacities, might otherways have led them in- 
to: But tis much unfit for you, who are ſo capable of diſtin- 
guiſhing, to be directed by the Standard of vulgar Minds, or fervilely 
follow Virtue, for fear of Puniſhments to be impoſed you know not 
when, or where; you ought to value it for its own intrinfick 
Worth, and rhe good Effects which it produces; Fear and Teno- 
rance were the Sources of Superſtition: When Men firſt heard fe thun- 
der, being ignorant of the natural Cauſe, they imagin d there was 
ſome angry Power above who took that Way of loudly proclaiming 
his Reſentment ; and ſtill whatever Nature produc d, which their ſhal- 
low Capacities 'cou'd not account for, they eſteem d as Miracles, 
and for ſuch handed them down to future Ages; unobſerving Fools 
not remarking, that any Alterations were occaſion'd by particular Ac- 
cidents, but that rhe univerſal Frame of Nature continued without 
Variation; To Day is but the Counterpart of Yeſterday, and To-Mor- 
row will be the perfect Image of its Predeceſſor; Nature is con- 


ſtant in its Courſe, and every thing turns upon that great Hinge, ex- 


cept unhappy Man, who, by the Pregnancy of his Imagination, is 
hurry'd on to contemplate Things ſupernatural, which he can ne'er 
attain to the leaſt Knowledge of; and while he vainly graſps at the 
Shadow of future Bliſs, loſes rhe Subſtance of the preſent Good that 
is ſer before him: Believe me, you will find Wiſdom rhe greateſt 


Deity ; Content, the only Heaven you ever will enjoy; for to ima- 


gine chat the ſupreme Powers (if there are any) are either to be 


mov d by the imperfect Eloquence of our Orations, or their Anger 
rais'd againſt rhe rrifling Follies of our Actions, is more abſurd than 
if the ſmalleſt Mite ſhou'd fancy that the greateſt carchly Monarch 


concern'd 
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go Sir Philip Sidney ARcADIA. 


concern d himſelf about his Actions, and took the utmoſt Care to ſip: 
ply his little Wants, and make Life eaſy and comfortable to him; of 

how much leſs Conſequence muſt we be to what our Fancy paints out 
to us as a God? No, be aſſur d, Nature is the only Deity that we 
ought to reverence; if we follow her Dictates, here we ſhall find 
that Happineſs which we vainly 2 for in a future uncertain . 


As the was going to t and enlarge upon * 357 ens 
Argument, Pamela, with Checks that glow'd with fervent Zeal, and 
Eyes that almoſt ſhot her through with Looks of Anger and Reproach, 
thus interrupted her: No more, unworthy Woman, reſtrain thy im- 
pious Tongue, not longer employ thy Breath in Blaſphemies againſt 

the Author of it, leſt at once, as he created thee, he ſtrike thee dead, 
and with one Blow prove and revenge his wrong d Omnipotence ; 
take back your falſe Profeſſions of Love and Friendſhip, perfidious to 
your God, your Conſcience, and your Honour: How can I hope 
you will be true to me; you, who with ſubtle Arguments, like a falſe 
Fire, wou'd miſlead my Judgment, and draw me into an Abyſs of 
' Darkneſs 2 But be aſlur'd thy deviliſh Purpoſes will be defeated ; that 
God which thou renounceſt, is all- powerful to know, and to redreſs 
the Wrongs of injur'd Innocence: I know the Words I pour into 
thy unattentive Ears are fruitleſs, as Water in a Cieve, and am full 
wel aſſur'd that the moſt reaſonable Arguments can never make the 
leaſt Impreſſion on thy ſear'd Conſcience ; bur yer I fear I ſhould be 
made Partaker of thy Guilt, did I fit tamely by, and not attempt to 
' Vindicate the Honour of my Maker, when I heat his Power fo no- 
toriouſly call'd in queſtion : How does thy wicked Heart employ that 
Wit, (which bounteous Heaven has bleſs'd thee with,) to ſink thee 
into everlaſting Ruin and Perdition > Do but conſider your own 
Arguments, and you will find them turn upon themſelves, and that 
_ thoſe very Reaſons that you bring to prove them, ſhall, make them 
void: You ſay that Nature obſerves one continued and unalterable 
Courſe; tis true it does, and by that proves the Conſtaney of the 
Eternal Author of it; he coud not be a God that wou'd ſubmir to 
Change ; Inconſtancy is an Attribute confin'd to Man, and 'tis in that 
we chiefly differ from our great Original : But then again, you urge 
that his Being is not ſeen, nor his Exiſtence prov'd by any of our 
Senſes ; no, coud he be comprehended by our weak and confin'd Ca- 
pacities, he were indeed no God: You alſo urge, that Fear was the 
firſt Parent of Religion, which you unjuſtly term Superſticion ; and 
that becauſe we are unacquainted with the Cauſes of the wondrous 
Effects we daily ſee, we aſcribe them to ſome ſupernatural Power; fo 
far you are right, it is becauſe we know that each Effect muſt have 
a Cauſe, and that even thoſe Cauſes muſt have a ſuperior one; it 
is, I ſay, for that very Reaſon that we adore its Power, and fear the 
Effects of its cm How is it poſſible this goodly World, the 
__ Beauty 
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Beauty and the Harmony which ſupports it, ſhou'd be the Work of 
Chance? Or rather, how is it poſſible that any thinking Being ſhou'd 
aſcribe it to it? For if it was from all Eternity, as you wou d ſeem 
to inſmuate, and is for ever to remain, Eternity and Chance can ne er 
agree, ſince in the Meaning of the Words they are flat Contradictions; 
any thing that proceeds from Chance muſt have a Beginning, and if 
it had a Beginning, there muſt be a Time before it was begun, and 
conſequently could not be from Eternity: But ſuppoſe you allow it 
had a Beginning, tis full as abſurd to think that that Beginning pro- 
ceeded from Chance, for tis wholly. impoſſible that Chance ſhou d 
make all Things out of nothing; and to think there were a confus d 
Maſs of Subſtances before, that met and ſhuffled together, and by 
Chance produe d this regular Frame, muſt {till lead us into an end- 
leſs Labyrinth of Abſurdities; for thoſe Subſtances muſt have been 
from all Eternity; ; and that eternal Cauſes ſhou'd bring forth mutable 
Effects, is, as I ſaid. before, not to be reconcild; Chance muſt be 
variable, or it cou d not bear the Name; but this wichty Work is firm 

and permanent: If Chance alone had attempted to put together the 
Pieces of this great Fabrick, the heavy Parts would certainly have 
fallen downwards, and the licht have gone infinitely upwards, and ſo 
never have join d in compoſing this wondrous Body; for before there 
was a Heaven or Earth, the one cou d not ſtay. the Height of the 
Ring, or the other ſerve for a Centre: If perfect Regularity, perfect 
Beauty, and perfect Conſtancy if theſe, I ſay, can be produc'd by 
Chance, then may Goodneſs be the Source of Evil, and Wiſdom the 
parent of Folly. But you very aſſurediy affirm; that all theſe Conſe. 
quences, proceed from Nature, which is indeed no more than ſaying, 
they are ſo becauſe they are; for if you mean of many Natures con- 
ſpiring together, as in a popular Government, to form this regular 
State, as if the elemental and ethercal Parts ſhou'd in Conſultation 
| preſcribe. the Bounds of each one's Office, it neceſſarily follows that 
there muſt have been a ſuperior Power which made them thus concur ; 
for their Natures being abſolutely oppoſite, they wou'd naturally have 
ſought each other's Ruin, and not have ſeryed as well-concerted Parts 
to ſuch an unexpreſſive Harmony; for that ſo many Things directly 
contrary ſhou d unite. and make up Perfection, without a greater Force 
to oblige them to it, is impoſſible. But you may perhaps inſiſt, that 
one univerſal Nature, that has been from all Eternity, and will for 
ever be, is what has join d together all theſe to make up ſuch an 
excellent Conformity; if by that you mean a Nature conſiſting of Wif⸗ 
dom, G Goodneſs, and, in ſhort, of all PerfeQien, and that is capable 
of knowing what it goes about, then you grant what I contend for; 
and thoſe Blaſphemies with which you wrong d your ſelf, and fhock'd 
my Ears, you muſt of Courſe deny: But if, on the contrary, you 
mean a Nature like that of the Fire, which conſtantly aſcends, and 
yet itſelf knows not a Reaſon for it; or of the Sea, which ebbs and 
1 ii 1 | - flows 
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306 Or Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 


Hows in perfect Meafure, yet underſtands no Muſick; it is but ſill 


the ſame abſurd Opinion, which I have before confuted, .couch'd un- 
der another Title. To bring a Parallel near our Comprehenſion: 
When we ſpeak of one Kingdom, and ſay that one Perſon governs it, that 
one Kingdom is compoſed of many Cities, and each City contains 
many Perſons; and tho there is one ſuperior Governor, yet there are 


Under -Managers, who wou d certainly act purely with Views to their 


own private Intereſts, were there not a- greater to-over-awe them: 
Thus it is in this great Kingdom of the World; the Water wou'd na- 
turally quench the Fire, and drown the Earth, ſo far are they from 
conſpiring to form a Regularity, were there not a more perfect Na- 
ture that compels them to obſerve it. Summon your Senſes, and 
ſince you are ſo groſsly minded as to think them the only Judges, 
let them be ſo, and impartially acknowledge which of them does not 
every Moment confute your blaſphemous Argument; your Eyes can 


never open, but they muſt unavoidably ſee a thouſand Wonders of the 
_ Creation, far above the Power of Chance, to ſtumble on: How can any 


thinking Being, chat finds itſelf endow'd with the ſurprizing Faculties of 
Reaſon and Reflection, imagine that they muſt not be deriv'd from 
fome great and inexhauſtible Source of Wiſdom ; for any Parr ſpeaks 
rhat Tabs is Whole > The Individuals of this World can therefore 
not ſubſiſt but by a Whole of Power and Wiſdom that ſupports it; 
and whether you will grant that to be the Creator of ir, which un⸗ 
doubtedly it is, or the Soul and Governor, which is no more to be 
diſputed; yet this is beyond Diſpure, that whether he ereated the 
Whole, or ſuffer d Chance to do ir, which T think T have prov d 
wholly impoſlible, and only governs it when created, he muſt either 
Way be the ſole Director of his Creatures, or his Government: And 
if his Power is above all Things, it muſt of Conſequence be infinite, 
fince there can be no greater to limit or reſtrain it; for what there is 
nothing beyond, muſt be boundleſs and infinite ; and if his Power 
de infinite, his Knowledge muſt be ſo too, for elſe he wou'd have an 
infinite Proportion of Power without knowing in what Manner to 
employ it; and that I believe even you will think too great an Ab- 
ſurdity to maintain: If then we allow him both thoſe Attributes, then 
cannot even any Thing, no not the Eſtate of the ſmalleſt Mite, which 
you juſt now. mention d with ſo much Scorn, eſcape his Notice; for 


if it did, his Knowledge muſt be bounded, and ſo not infinite: * 


then his Knowledge and Power is inſinite, his Juſtice and his Good- 


neſs muſt be equal to it; for Infinity of Power and Knowledge, witli- 


out an equal Meaſure of Goodneſs, muſt neceſſarily produce Ruin 
and Deſtruction, and not Order and Preſervation. Since then there 
is a God, whoſe Power and Juſtice is alike extenſive; and who 
pierceth into the moſt obſcure Abyſs of Secrets, which is the 
Heart of Man, who knows our Thoughts even before they are 
. in our uncertain Minds ; ſince ſuch a one there is, and who | 
is 
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is juſt to exerciſe his Power, and powerful to employ his Juſtice, aſs 
ſure thy ſelf, unhappy Woman, thou wilt not eſcape his Vengeance; 
thou, who with a Plague-infeted Mind art never caſy, without endea- 
vouring to communicate thy Diſeaſe to others, tho to thy Colt thou lt 


find chat Treachery will not ſecure thy ſelf ; too late thou lr find, and 
know that Power thou now defyeſt; too late be ſenſible of his uner- 


ring Wiſdom in your own irrevocable Folly, and own that he alone 
creates, who has a Power of deſtroying ; which Power, be aſſur'd, 
he will moſt fully prove upon thy impious Head, and which, without a 
ſudden and fincere Repentance, is the only Method he will take to 
convince thy ſtubbora Heart, and bring thee to Conviction, in order 


to enhance thy Torments, and make thy Puniſhment, if poſſible, equal 


thy Crime. 


Here ſhe ſtop'd, and ſhot from her angelick Eyes ſuch Beams of 
heavenly Goodneſs, as wou d, one ſhou'd have thought, without the Force 


of ſo much Eloquence, haye thaw d and melted the moſt frozen Conſci- 
ence; but Cecropia's wou d have been Proof againſt Diyinity it ſelf; 


and if the was at all affected, it was with Rage, to ſee her ſelf con- 
futed by 2 Girl, and her own ſubtile Arguments, which ſhe believ'd 
unanſwerable, made uſe of to deſtroy themſelves, and inſtead of for- 
warding, overthrow her Purpoſes : She fate for ſome Time without 
making the leaſt Reply; at laſt getting up, ſhe caſt a threatning Look 
upon the Princeſs, and bid her be aſſur d, that ſince neither Kindneſs 
nor Perſwaſion cou d work upon her, that ſhe wou'd give her ſufficient 
Leiſure to ruminate upon her Folly, and repent her ill-cimed Zeal ; 
and flying from her, ſhe left che Room, repining that her Son ſhou'd 


ſubmit to what ſhe thought ſo great a Weakneſs, condemning him 


for ſervilely waiting the Caprice of a peeviſh Girl, and not at once by 
Force ſecure all the Happineſs that ſhe was capable of giving, reſolv- 
ing to urge him by Degrees to a Courſe of Violence, ſince ſhe found 
all Arts and Stratagems fruitleſs and ineffectual. But however, know- 
ing his Paſſion more apt to revenge their Slights upon himſelf, ſhe en- 
deavour'd to ſooth it with feign'd Hopes and falſe Inſinuations, with 
which ſhe in ſome Meaſure calm'd his Griefs, tho' ſhe cou'd not mitj- 
gate his Rage, at being prevented encountring with his Enemies: For 
Baſilius having learn'd by the laſt Engagement what dangerous Conſe- 
| quences might attend particular Courage, choſe rather to employ the 
Spade, than truſt to the uncertain Deciſion of the Sword; ſurround- 


ing the whole Town with Trenches, beginning at a good Diſtance | 


from it with a Number of well - inſtructed Pioneers, who brought it 


ſtill nearer and nearer, building Forts anſwerable to each other, and 


preparing every thing neccllary for a laſting Siege. | 
| Py 90 Amphialas 
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 anghid N ſeveral Times to cally "wm ind bert their 
working; but they were ſo cautious, as being more willing to over- 
come by Length of Time than preſent Hazard, that he perform d but 
little Execution: However, ſome light Skirmiſhes now and then hap- 
pen'd, but no great Miſchiefs follow'd, each Side having a ſecure re- 
tiring Place, and rather fighting with a Deſign to vex * n with 
vain Alarms, than from any Hopes of e ene | | 
This tedious Method was every way irkſome ts RP impatient ITY 
rage of Amphialus, till the Fame of the War having brought to the 
Camp a Number of both Strangers as well as Subjects, Sons of Princes, 
and all of Noble Houſes; and among the reſt, the brave Phalantus, 
who quitting for a Time his gay Amuſements, was come to, engage in 
Baſilius Cauſe, in return to the Complements he had heretofore paid 
him. When he had ſpent ſome Time in obſerving the Arcadian Man- 
ner of Marching, Encamping and Fighting, and had fully inform'd 
himſelf in what Points their Diſcipline differ'd from that of other Na- 
tions, weary. with waiting the ſlow Proceedings of a formal Siege, and 
his youthful Spirits prompting him, by Exerciſe, to keep his Courage 
vigorous and lively, and the State Policy reſtraining him from enter- 
ing into any publick Action, he determin'd to engage in, ſome private 
Combat, to which he was more urg d on, becauſe Arteſia, who had 
created him with ſo much Scorn, might be aſſur d it was no Trifler 
that ſhe had loſt, by her light and inſolent Behaviour: Upon this, 
having gain'd Bal lis Permiſſion, he order d a Herald to be prepard, 
with proper Diſlinctions, to ſhew that he came of a private as well as 
a peaceful Errand, and ſent him to the Gate of the Town, to demand 
Audience of Amphialus; which Meſſage being deliver d, he immediate- 
ly commanded he ſhou'd be brought in ſafely to his Preſence; which 
being done, the Herald produc'd his Packer ; bur firſt, upon his Knees, 
deſit d that whatever it contain d, he might be conſider d only as the 
Meſſenger, not the Author. Amphialus. with an Air of noble Gene- 
roſity, which gaye the utmoſt Credit to his Words, affur'd' him upon 
his Honour, that whate'er the Purport of thoſe Letters were, he ſhou'd 
be ſafe; for that his Revenge, whenever he thought fir to exert 1 
would ſoar by much a higher Pitch: And impatient to know * Mel 
ſage, he broke the Seals, ana found THE 1 erte ne 


| Fo P. Halantus of Corinth, to the WP; Arphialus of 4 at ſa 0 8 
= „ the Greeting of a gaulleſs Enemy; that Attraction which 
„Martial Entertainments carry, without the ſmalleſt Enmity againſt 
« your Perſon, has drawn me to join in Company with your Beſiegers, 
„ without at all partaking in the Inveteracy of their Quarrel, where ruſt. 
i« ing in Eaſe, and languiſhing in unprofitable Idleneſs, I am deſirous 


« to refreſh my almoſt ſtagnated Spirits with ſome Martial Excrciſes, 
28 which 
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t which may proclaim the Courage of the Actors, and give Delight 
& to the Beholders, in this Interregnum of Warlike Government; to 
& which Purpoſe, if your Town produces any Gentleman of the ſame 
e active Diſpoſition, who either out of Love to Honour, or in Honour 
« of his Love, will on Horſeback, arm'd with Launce and Sword, 

® hazard the loſing of himſelf, or gaining the Advantage over another, 
to be Priſoner at the Diſcretion of the Conqueror, I will To-morrow 
« Morning, ſoon as the riſing Sun can be a Witneſs of our Fate, at- 
© tended only with a Squire and Trumpet, await him in the Iſland with- 
« jn the Lake. I propoſe that Place, becauſe the Sight of it is fo com- 
% manded by your Caſtle, that the Ladies may amuſe themſelves with 
« being SpeQators of the Combat: And tho it is within the Bounds 
of your Command, yet I deſire no better Security than your uſual 
« Generoſiry. I ſhall attend your Anſwer, and wiſh you in every Un- 
« dertaking ſuch Succeſs as may be moſt conducive to your Honour, 
* which you will find conſiſt rather in yielding to the Laws of Juſtice, 
ce than in . and maintaining Wrong by Violence. 


Amphialus read theſe Words with great Complaiſance in his Looks; 
and calling for Pen and Ink, n wrote the We Letter. 


HAupbialus of Arcadia, to Phalantus of Corinth, 2 ly wiſhes 
him the Accompliſhment of his Deſires, provided they extend 

© not to the Injury of others: The Subject of your Letter, ſo anſwer- 
able to a worthy Mind, and the gallant Manner in which you ex- 
« preſs your noble Purpole, gives me the Reflection how happy I ſhou'd 
* eſteem my ſelf to gain ſo valuable a Friend, who think it no triflng 
e Pleaſure to have met with ſo brave an Enemy. Your Challenge 
* ſhall in every Particular be anſwer d, and both Time, Place and 
Weapon be accepted; for your Security againſt any Treachery, 
(having no other Hoſtage that I think equal to your Merit) ac- 
© cept my Word, which I eſteem by far more ſacred, than any 
« Thing I have a Power of pledging. Let it ſuffice, you arm your Per- 
* ſon, but not your Heart with Malice; ſince true Courage, ſuch as 
* I promiſe my ſelf you are poſſeſs d of, needs no Spur but the De- 


8 ſire of Honour. 


Having folded and ſeald this Letter, he deliver'd it to the Herald; 
and taking a gold Chain from his own Neck, he preſented it to him, 
and order d him to be ſafely guarded out of the City. As ſoon as he 
was gone, Amphialus communicated both the Meſſage and his Anſwer 
to his Mother, and ſome other of his choſen Counſellors, and inform d 
them that he was determin'd to anſwer the Challenge in his own Per- 
ſon. His Mother with Prayers, back'd by the Authority of her Com- 
mands, ſought to reſtrain him from ſo raſh an Attempt: His Governour, 
with wiſe Perſwaſions, mingled ſometimes with mild Reptoofs, repre- 

K K KE ſented 
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Tented to him how unfit it was for the General of an Army to hazard 
himſelf in a private Action: Clinias upon his Knees, with trembling 
Limbs, holding his Garment, beſought him to conſider that all their 
Lives were centerd in his Safety. But Amphialus, whoſe inflam'd 
Courage was not to be controuPd, at once put an End to their trou- 
bleſome Entreaties, by telling them he was reſolv'd ; and therefore de- 
ſir d they wou'd ſhow that Regard which they pretended for him, by 
ſtrictly obſerving his laſt Orders; and in particular, if any Accident 
ſhou'd befal him in the Engagement, that the Princeſſes might be imme. 
diately reſtor'd, ſince the Chain that held them was only rivitted to his 
Heart. This he enjoin'd his Mother ar leaſt to give her Ptorfiiſe for, and 
alſo begg'd her to place Philoclea at ſome Window, where ſhe might di- 
ſtinctly ſee the Combat. Having thus ſettled every thing as he deſign'd, 
if Fate ſhou'd deſtine him to fall, he attempted to repoſe himſelf; but tho 
the Apprehenſions of the enſuing Danger wou'd ne'er have interrupted 
4 Moment's Reſt, yet the Thought that poſſibly his Defeat was wiſh'd 
by Philoclea, kept his weary Spirits in a continual Agitation. Soon 
as the Morning Dawn afforded him its guiding Light, he roſe, and 
going himſelf to his Stable, choſe out a Horſe which well had proved 
| himſelf worthy to be prefert' d; and having been inur'd to ſuch En- 
gagements for almoſt twenty Years, Amphialus thought he wou'd be 
ſurer than one of younger Mettle : His Colour was a bright 
Bay, dappled all over with black Spots; a regular Stat of White 
mark'd his Forehead ; his Mane and Tail a ſhining Black, thick and 
buſhy, and all over a well-proportion'd Size; his Furniture was a 
rawny-colour'd Cloth, enamell'd o'er with Gold, and fer thick with all 
kind of ſparkling Stones, to which Amphialus had order d his Armour 
to be anſwerable ; in his Shield was only painted the Torpedo Fiſh.. 
Thus, with his Equipage, an Emblem of unſucceſsful Fortune, at- 
tetided only with his Trumpeter and Squire, he ferry'd over to the Iſland; 
the Place ſeem'd form'd for ſuch a Purpoſe, being a perfect Flat, and 
neither Buſh nor Hillock for the Engagers to ſtumble at ; the Length 
and Breadth was ſufficient to try the uttermoſt both of Sword and 
Launce ; one End of it directly fac'd the Caſtle, the other extended to- 
ward the Camp, and no Accefs to it any Way but by Water, ſo that 
any Treachery was impraQticable ; and for any open Violence, eithet 
Side was near enough to come with immediate Succours. 


Phalantus alteady waited for his Arrival, mounted upon a white 

Courſer ſpeckled with red; his Mane and Tail were died a bright 
Cornation ; his Reins were in Imitation of Vine Branches, and at 
the Bit was plac'd a Bunch of Grapes ſo naturally cary'd and painted, 
that as the Horſe champ'd on his Bir, it ſeem'd as if he were attempt- 
ing to feed upon them; his Furniture behind was embroider'd o'er 
with artificial Vines, and ſo skilfully was the Work perform'd, that 


the Horſe appear'd oblig'd to it for its Shade ; his Armour was in 
Imita- 
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Imitation of an azure-colour'd Sky, gilded with the Rays of a riſing 
Sun; in his Shield for a Deyice was painted a fine Greyhound, who, 
having out-run his Fellows, had took the Hare; but when he had it 
jn his Power, waited the Huntſmen's coming up, without doing it 
the leaſt Harm : The Motto, The Glory 3 is the Prey. 


Soon as Amphialus was landed, he ſent his Squire in Form to let 
Phalantus know that he was the Knight appointed to attend him, and 
that if he had any thing to ſay to him, he was ready to return an 


Anſwer. Phalantus reply d, that lie ſhould only talk with him in the 


Language of the Launce ; upon which they both addreſs'd themſelves 


to attend the Summons of the Trumpets, which were to ſound at a 
Signal given by four appointed Judges, who had divided the Ground, 
and taken all neceſſary Precautions for a fair and equal Combat. 
Phalantus Horſe, fir'd with the youthful Heat of both his Maſter and 
himſelf, ſtood corveting and prancing as if impatient for the ex- 
pected Signal; while Amphialus's ſtood with Majeſty ſedate, pawing 

his Foot upon the Ground with equal Meaſure, as if he wou'd by 
juſt Degrees work up his Mettle : Upon the Trumpet's Sounding at the 
ſame Inſtant they employ'd their Spurs, took out their Launces, 
convey d them up into their Reſts, and together let them fall; ſo 
juſt their Motions, and ſo exact their Time, that 'twas impoſſible for 
the Beholders not to feel Delight, tho' they muſt be anxious for the 
Conſequence, ſince neither Side of two ſuch noble Combatants cou'd 
be victorious without the other's Overthrow being lamented ; their 
Horſes keeping exactly to the Line that their Maſter's Skill had ſer 
them, paſs'd by each other without encountering, tho' ſo near, that 
they muſt neceſſarily feel the Heat of each other's angry Breath: 
The Staves being come to a juſt Deſcent, even when the Mark was 
ready to meet them, Amphialus was run quite through che Van. plate, 


and under the Arm, and the Staff appearing behind him, it appeard 


to the Spectator that he was in ſome Danger; but he ſoon convinc'd 
them that he had the Uſe of his Arm, by ſtriking Phalantus ſuch a Blow 
upon the Gorget, as ſorely bruis'd the Lamms of it, and made his Hand 
almoſt rouch the Back of his Horſe. Upon this, both of them quitted 
the Uſe of the Spur, and employ'd the Bit to ſtop the Fury of their 
Horſes, flinging away the Troncheons of their Staves, they drew their 
Swords, and attended the ſecond Summons of the Death-threatning 
Trumpets, Which in a Moment follow'd, and they as ſoon oblig'd 
their Horſes with a gentle Gallop to advance, till they were within 
a Stave's Length of each other. Amphialus truſting more to the 
Strength than Agility of his Horſe, put him forward with great Violence, 
and making his Head join to the other's Flank, and guiding his Blow 
with the urmoſt Diſcretion, and ſtrengthening ir with ſteady Courſe 
of his Horſe, he ſtruck Phalanius ſuch a Blow on the Head, that for 
a Moment it ſtunn'd his Senſes ; bur, unus'd to be ungrateful oy 

ſuch 
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ſuch Compliments, he ſoon recover'd himſelf enough to return him 
ſo ſtrong a Blow upon the Cheek, that he thought his Jaw had cer- 
rainly been cut aſunder, tho the Goodneſs of his Armour ſecur'd him 
from a greater Miſchief. They remain'd fot ſome Time without do- 
ing any Execution on either Side, till Amphialus Horſe leaning with 
great Force upon the other's, by that gain d Ground; while Zhalan- 
tus Horſe finding himſelf preſs d, began to riſe a little, and curvet as 
he was wont to do; which Amphialus perceiving, he took the Ad- 
vantage of that Time, and putting his own Horſe forward with the 
farther Spur, he came with ſuch a Force upon Phalantus's, that he 
overthrew him, and he came tumbling upon the Ground, with his 
Maſter under him; upon which Amphialus nimbly unmounted, with 
a Deſign to help him, but his Horſe that had falter'd rather thro' 
' Unskilfulneſs than Want of Strength, immediately roſe, and relcas'd 
his Maſter of his too powerful Weight ; who having diſengag'd his 
Feet from the Stirrups, tho very much bruis'd, got up without any 
Aſſiſtance; and ſeeing Amphialus very near him, he enquir'd if he 
had remov'd his Horſe 2 Amphialus aſſurd him that he had not. Tam 
glad of it, reply'd Phalantus ; for the only Reaſon of my making that 
Enquiry was, that T might not renew a Combat with a Man, at whoſe 
Hands I had receiv'd my Life. But give me Leave, ſaid he, before 
we again engage, to know who it is that has drove me to ſuch a Strait, 
which in the whole Compaſs of my Life I ne et before have prov'd. 
Amphialus, determin'd as yet to keep himſelf unknown, reply'd, that 
he was a private Gentleman, on whom Amphialus had that Day be- 
ſtow'd a Horſe and Armour, that he might try his Fortune, having 
never before been in any Engagement worth remembring. And muſt 
I, reply'd Phalantus, be the Butt for you to exerciſe your unexpe- 
rienc'd Arm on? With that, his Rage afreſh inſpir'd him, and put him 
| paſt the feeling of his Bruiſe ; and without any more Wards, he again 
renew'd the Combat: The Diſdain that boil'd within his Breaſt at the 
Reflection of being overcome by ſo green Soldier, made him deal his 
Blows even with Raſhneſs : But Amphialus with ſtrong Words, and 
avoiding the Force of them, watched his Opportunity; till ſeeing a 
proper Time, when Phalantus was more eager to hurt his Enemy 
than guard himſelf, he ſtruck him ſuch a cruel Blow upon the Knee 
that he fell down in a Sound ar his Feet. 


The Regard that Amphialus had for ſuch approvd Merit, adorn'd 
with ſo much natural Generoſity, oblig d him to go up ro Phalantus, 
and take off his Head- piece, in order to give him the Refreſhment 
of the Air; bur that gallant Knight diſdaining to receive any Fayour 
from one whom he believ'd to be ſo inconſiderable a Perſon, and re- 
| folving not to buy his Life at the Expence of ſubmitting to his In- 
ferior, calld out to him to behave in what Manner he thought fit, 
for that he was determin'd never to yield. To yield, reply'd Am- 
phialus, 
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Phialus, 1 do aſſüre you, is what will never be ask'd of you by me, un- 
- leſs it is to my Requeſt, that you will fot the furure eſteem your 
ſelf to have an unbounded Intereſt in my Friendſhip.  Phalantus, more 
ſubdu'd by this kind Reply than by his conquering Sword, once again 
deſir'd him to let him know ro whom he was oblig'd for ſuch honour- 
able Treatment. Amphialus then told him his Name; aſſuring him 
thar he ſhou'd think the additional Title of being his Friend the moſt 
honourable One that cou d be conferr'd upon him. This Information 
more reviv'd Phalantus than the moſt healing Medicines apply'd to 
his Wound cou'd have had a Power of doing; the Knowledge of his 
Conqueror perſwaded him, that tho' he had been overcome, yet the 
ſuperior Greatneſs of his Competitor wou'd in ſome Degree excuſe 
him in the World's Account. And now the Two, who late appear'd 


to be at the utmoſt Enmity, were interchanging Promiſes of the 


ſincereſt Friendſhip; but theſe Ceremonies were broke off by the 
bleeding of Phalantus' Wound, which gaped as if ir meant to pur 
them upon taking ſome Care to have it ſtench d: He offer d Anpbia- 
us to make his own Terms; but the only Ranſom he deſir d, was an 
Aſſurance of his future Friendſhip ; which Phalantus was as inclin'd to 
give as he cou'd be to ask; and embracing each other in the ten- 
dereſt Manner, he was conveytd back to the Camp, where he only 
ſtay'd for the Recovery of his Wounds, being derermin'd never more 
to join with the Enemies of Amphialus, and then went to ſeck Amuſe- 


ments in other Quarters of the World. 


Amphialus, on his Part, was ; receiy'd into the Caſtle with tlie utmoſt 
Degree of Triumph; tho' by the Sadneſs in his Mien, and melancholly 
Eyes caſt languiſhingly up as he paſs d Philocleas Window, it was 
eaſy to obſerve, that he eſteem'd himſelf by far a greater Slave than 
Conqueror. Cecropia, whoſe watchful Cunning let ſlip no Opportu- 
nity of heightning his Merits, was then ſtanding by the unmoy'd Fair, 
having left Pamela in another Room, where ſhe cou'd alſo ſee the 
Combat, Now, lovely Niece, cry'd ſhe, be Judge your ſelf what 
Obligations you have to my Son, and how they ought to be repay d; 
he, who with humble Love lies at your Feet, and ſues to you for 
Mercy, when in full Triumph oer his braveſt Enemies. Alas, re- 
ply d the Princeſs, the Service that he offers me muſt needs be very 
grateful, when he comes cloath'd in the Ruin of my neareſt Friends, 
who are with kind Intent endeavouring to free me from a Slavery of 
his impoſing : The Cauſe of this my hard Captivity may poſſibly be 
Love, but ſure the Effects can never be diſtinguiſh'd from the moſt 


inveterate Hate. Cecropia, enrag d at this bitter Anſwer, reply'd, That 


fince ſhe was ſo ill at finding out the tender and reſpectful Paſſion 
which Amphialus ſo long had paid her, it ſhould nor be for want of 
better Counſel if he did not take a rougher Method to enforce his 


Love, and gratify a Paſſion which deſerv'd, and ecrtainly wou'd find 
1111 in 
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in any grateful Breaſt a voluntary Return; and without ſtaying for 
an Anſwer, ſhe left the Room, and the affrighted Maid alone to mourn 
her hapleſs Fate, and hourly expect the dreadful Conſequences which 
her Aunt's Rage had threaten'd, | 


Cecropia was too well acquainted with the Softneſs of her Son's 
Diſpoſition, and the Extremity of his ill-fated Love, to let him know 
the true State of Philoclea's Mind, but deceiv'd him with a forged 
Meſſage, fill'd with falſe Thanks and more deluding Hopes; which ſo 
affected his flatterd Mind, that, quite in Oppoſition to the publick 
Counſel and private Admonitions of his Friends, he order d a Procla- 
mation to be made, that any Knight belonging to the Camp, who 
was deſirous to follow the Example of Phalantus, ſnou'd meet an 
equal Anſwer. Upon this Challenge, many of the moſt valiant of 
them exerted their utmoſt Courage, ſome at · the Inſtigation of Baſilius, 
whoſe Hopes perſwaded him, that if Amphialus was bur deſtroy'd, 
they ſoon might raiſe the Siege. Others, prevail d on by their own 
particular Humours, undertook it, and anſwerable to that worded 
their Challenge; one laid the Crime of Treaſon, and indeed not un- 
juſtly, to Amphialus Charge; another boaſted of better meriting the 
Name of Phzloclea's Champion; a third preferr'd ſome other Lady to 
either of the Princeſſes ; a fourth defy'd the Paſſion in it ſelf, terming 
it the Bane of Wit, Rebel to Reaſon, who ought to be acknowledg'd 
as his Sovereign, the Overthrow of all virtuous Reſolutions, the Un- 
derminer of Magnanimity and Courage, the Sycophant of Vice, the 
Slave of foul Voluptuouſneſs, the Blaſt of Youth and Curſe of Age, 
the Stain of Manhood, the Embitterer of Life, and the Reproach of 
Death; a fifth was more for ſtriking at the Source, and publiſhing 
the moſt ſevere Invectives againſt the Objects of it, proclaiming what 
their Admirers think equal almoſt to Blaſphemy againſt the Sex in ge- 
neral, terming them the Blot of Nature, the Diſgrace of: human Kind, 
charging them with being born the Slaves of Man, tho' they unnatu- 
rally uſurp the Power, and become the moſt haughty Tyrants, namin 8 
them the Receptacles of Vanity, a ſort of gilded Weather- Cocks, in 
whom Conſcience is no more than Peeviſhneſs, their boaſted Chaſti- 
ty bur Obſtinacy, and Gratitude a 'Miracle. Bur all theſe ſeyeral 
Challenges, however wittily expreſs'd, were anſwer d with fo ſharp 
an Edge, as ſoon pur the Authors paſt the Power of maintaining 


them. 


Baſilius, grievd to the laſt Degree that Amphialus rebellious Arm 
ſhou'd ſtill meet with ſuch Succeſs, and triumph continually before 
his Face in the Deſtruction of his loyal Subjects, ſpurrd on to take 
Revenge; and not knowing how to compaſs it any other Way, rhe 
ableſt of his Camp being deſtroy'd by Amphialus Rage or Fortune, or 
both conjoin d, he determin'd to ſend a Meſſenger to Argulus, in whoſe 
| approy'd 
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approved Valour and Succeſs he plac'd, and with juſt Reaſon, the 
greateſt Confidence; and having wrote a Letter, wherein he begg'd 
of him to undertake his Cauſe, aſſuring him, that in regard to his 
late Nuptials he wou'd not have ſent him ſuch a Summons, but that 
the hard Neceſſity of his Affairs oblig d him to it; he ſent a LAT, 
ordering him to make the utmoſt Speed. 


The Fellow ſoon auriv'y, and met with Argnlus at a Caſtle of his 
own, where he hadibeen ever ſince his Marriage. When he was told 
that there was a Meſſenger from the King, he order d him to be in- 
troduc d into his Cloſet, where he was ſitting with his beauteous Bride 
reading to her the Adventures of Hercules : Her Eyes and whole At- 
tention were ſo fix d upon him, as if ſhe were to ſind the Story in his 
Face; oft wou'd ſhe interrupt him with ſome little Queſtion, only to 
have the Pleaſure of hearing his Reply; oft ſtop him in his Story, 
that he might turn his Eyes upon her, and bleſs her with his Looks. 
No Age, no Hiſtory, coud e' er produce a happier Pair; his every 
Joy in her were center'd, and hers were fix d in him; Obedience and 
Command were Things unknown to them; one cou'd not will but 
what the other pleas d; their Paſſion for each other ſtill was new, {till 
fierce and eager, as on their Wedding-Day, and if at all it vary d, 
*rwas by encreaſing: Poſſeſſion, which makes the Generality of Lo- 
vers grow pall'd and ſatiated, only ſery'd to heighten their Deſires, 
In brief, their Happineſs was wound to ſuch a Pitch, it cou'd be 
ſcrew'd no higher, but bounded back, and almoſt in a Moment whirl'd 
them down into the loweſt Ebb of Miſery. 


When dara came in with the Packet in his Hand, and ha- 
ſty Looks, the Sight alarm d her; ſhe fear d, becauſe ſhe knew not 
what to apprehend ; and twas not without Terror, tho', unhappy 
Creature! ſhe little knew what conſummate Reaſon ſhe had 91 it, that 
ſhe left him while he deliver d his important Meſſage; her Impatience 
was ſo great, that ſhe ſcarce gave him Time to tell it out, much leſs cou'd 
Aręulus have perus d the Letter cer ſhe return'd, which was juſt as 
he had begun it; her Eyes were immediately fix 4 upon him, which 
confirm'd her that the Purport of it was to be dreaded, tho ſhe ſcarce 
cou'd gueſs how much; his Looks as he proceeded, grew diſorder'd, 
which equally affected hers, tho ſhe was unacquainted with the Cauſe. 
When he had read it out, he diſpatchd the Meſſenger with only ſay- 
ing, that he himſelf wou'd bring the Anſwer; and then with Anguith 
in his Heart, and Pity in his Eyes, and all the filent Marks of the ſe- 
vereſt Sorrow, he gave the Letter to Parthenia, while ſhe receiving it 
with throbbing Heart and trembling: Hand, ſcarce had the Power to 
read it out, ſcarce cou'd command her Tears from blotting all the 
Paper, and effacing the direful Contents; but with great Difficulcy 


ſhe finiſh'd it, and then flinging it from her as if the harmleſs Paper 
were 
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were in Fault, O Argulus! cry d ſhe, and have you then ſo ſoon ds: 


more than mortal Reſolution to ſupport? Not even the moſt tender Na. 
ture can imagine the Torments which Argulus endut'd ar ſeeing his 
dearer Self ſo earneſtly requeſting what rigorous Honour, that Foe pro- 
feſs'd to Love and Happineſs, oblig d him to refuſe: However, he endea. 
vour'd to diſguiſe the Torments he endur'd, and ſooth thoſe killing Ones 
that tore her Boſom, by putting her in Mind, how impoſſible it was 


for him, without the Imputation of Cowardice, and beſides, being 


ſuſpected of joining ſecretly in the Rebellion of Amphialus, to refuſe 
the King's Requeſt; conjuring her, that ſince his Honour was at Stake, 
in which ſhe had an equal Share, that ſhe wou'd ſuffer him to preſerve 
it ſtill unblemiſh'd. Theſe and a thouſand other Arguments of the 
ſame Nature he employ'd ; to which hier riſing Griefs wou'd not per- 
mit her ſoon to make an Anſwer ; bur yer ſhe plainly ſhew'd they not 
ar all appeas'd her Sorrows, by burſting out into a Flood of Tears, 
back d with repeated Sighs, which ſeem d as they wou d rend her very 
Soul out of her lovely Form. Argulus, unable to bear the ſhocking 
Sight, call d ſome of her Attendants, and committed her to their Care, 
while he went to give the neceſſary Orders for his immediate Jour- 


ney. 


But by that Time he was arm'd, and upon the Point of going, ſhe 
had juſt recover'd Strength enough to come out to him; and ſeeing 
him in ſuch a Poſture, ſhe flung her ſelf upon her Knees, catching hold 
of him, regardleſs who was a Witneſs of her Behaviour: My Ar 


gulus, cry'd ſhe, Source of my Joy, and Fountain of my Bliſs, you 


will not ſure in earneſt then abandon me; you cannot be ſo cruel ; 


nay, you have not a Power of being ſo: Alas! you muſt remember 
you are no longer in your own Diſpoſal; I have an Intereſt in you, 
which I will never yield to ſuch a cruel Hazard; you have already 
fix'd a thouſand Standards of your Courage : Your Valour ſtands con- 
feſs'd by the moſt envious; what Reaſon then can you pretend for 
bartering Happineſs for Fame? You are no way indebted to your 
Country; your gallant Arm has long ſince pay'd whatc'er you ow'd to 
that; ſomething is due to me, more to your ſelf; tis now requir'd of 
you to diſcharge thoſe Obligations; there are enough leſs valu- 
able Lives to be expoſed in this unhappy Cauſe, who are accountable 


to none bur to themſelves for their Behaviours : Do but reflect on what 


a Rack I ſhall remain, if you thus cruelly abandon me; when you 


was free from any Ties, and cou'd but ſuffer in your own Perſon, then 


indeed you had a Right to expoſe it, then was your Time to prove 
your Courage and to raiſe your Fame ; but now you arc no more your 
own: O! Pardon me, my Lord, if I pretend a much ſuperior Claim, 
and you mult give me Leave to urge it; you've given your ſelf to me 

: by 
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by the moſt ſolemn Tyes; you can't divide yout ſelf from me; 1 
muſt ſhare all your Dangers; Parthenia will be with you in the 
Combat, feel all your Wounds ; nor can your Breaſt be pierced, 
bur through her Heart. The righteous Heavens, whoſe Juſtice 
we ſo awfully revere, can ne'er demand it of you; yout Honour 
nor your Duty can require it, and Love and Happineſs entirely forbid 
it. No, no, my Argalus, tis only you that can exert this Cruelty 
againſt your hapleſs Wife; therefore let me conjure you, if yet that 
tender Name has Power to move, to change this cruel Purpoſe, nor 
leave me groaning upon preſent Racks, and poſſibly expos'd to future 
Agonies, too great for humane Natute to ſupport. Joy of my Soul, 
and Treaſure of my Life! reply'd the unhappy Youth, ceaſe, O ceaſe 
to wound my Heart with thy foreboding Sorrows, which ſtrike much 


tural Magnanimity, not be a Coward only for thy Arga/us : Aſſure thy 
ſelf J have not yet ſo much offended Heiven, that ir ſhou'd bleſs me 
with thy Beauties, and give me the Poſſeſſion of thy wondrous Merit, 
only to tear me thus in a Moment from thee, and make my Fall the 
gfeater: No, no, believe me, my Parthenia, J ſtill ſhall live; live 
long to pay thee back an endleſs Store of Love and Gratitude ; there. 
fore dry up thoſe Tears, whoſe every falling Drop gives me far greater 
Pain, than if I felt the trickling Blood diſtilling from my aching 
Heart: Believe me, my prophetick Soul informs me that J ſhall ſoon 
return; return poſſeſs d with joyful Victory, to meet my Triumph 
in the Circle of thy Arms, and lay my Laurels at my fair One 9 


Feet. 


While he was chus ſpeaking, Parthenia's Colour chang d « at every 
Sentence ; but when he clos d his Lips with the dreadful Confirmation 
of his going, Amazement and Deſpair uſurp'd her every Senſe, and 
put her paſt the Power of making a Reply; which Argalus perceiving; 
he caught her in his Arms to take a laſt Adieu, with fo much Eager- 
neſs, as if he meant to print his Soul upon her Lips, and leave it as a 
Pledge of his Return. But they were cold, and quite inſenſible of the 
Impreſſion, the mighty Shock having entirely overcome her Spirits, 
and laid her in a welcome Swoon, which for ſome Moments gave 
a Reſpit ro her Griefs. Argalus thought ſtaying till ſhe recover'd, 

wou'd only ſerve to renew in both of them the Pangs of parting; and 
therefore delivering her to her Attendants, hurry'd away by the miſta- 
ken Notions of tyrannick Honour, he haſted to the Camp ; where be- 
ing inform'd how many hard-fought Victories Amphialus had gain'd, 

he determin'd to give him a little Reſpit, becauſe if he ſhould gain rhe 
Advantage over him, it might not be beliey'd that it was in any Mea- 
ſure owing to the Fatigue he had undergone, which might poſſibly have 


he try d his utmoſt Eloquence to diſſuade him from the Enterprize z 
Mm m m but 


deeper than any Sword can ever have a Power of doing; Exert thy na- 


weaken' d him; and in that Interim, having Leave to parly with him, 
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318 Hr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA; 


bur finding him inexorable on that Head, he told Bafllits, that hs 
wou'd delay no longer, bur ſend the following — 


To the univerſally admir'd AMPHIALUS. 


My Lord, 

00 I my Perſwaſions, back d with the ſoundeſt Reaſon or Entreaties; 
&* which proceed from the ſincere Regard 1 hold for you, cou'd 

te be of any Weight, you wou d, by nobler Methods, endeavour to 
te attain your Ends; you then wou'd turn thoſe noble Enemies which 
© now ſurround you, into more faithful Friends; your Honour wou'd 
© be perfect, nor want the Spring of Juſtice to compleat ir. But 
& ſince my Interceſſion and my Advice are equally neglected, permit 
% your Courage to accept a Challenge from a Man, who owns him. 
6e ſelf ſo far inferiour to your Merit, that he does not more condemn 
1 your Cauſe, than he reveres your Perſon: Prepare therefore to meet 
* me in that honourable Manner, with which you are always wont to 
* encounter a fair and open Enemy; and remember that the Sword 
Lol Juſtice has Power to renten the weakeſt Arm. 


AMPHIALVUS 70 the much more juſtly admird 
ARGALUS, 


% I Think I may with Juſtice boaſt, that not the loudeſt Threats had 
e eyer yet the Power to make me fear: But this T am not 
ce aſham'd to own, that the mild and gentle Manner, with which you 
6 treat me, in every Degree ſo anſwerable to your ſelf, has given me 
&« a Shock J never felt before. Full well T know from what a Height 
« of Virtue it proceeds, and how an Arm fo fortify'd may ſtrike, ig 
“ hard to be determin d: But mighty Love, from whom entirely pro- 
« ceeds thoſe Injuries with which you charge me, does alſo animate 
« me againſt the moſt apparent Dangers. I think you hardly can 
& condemn me for paying an unlimited Obedience to that Power, who, 
e if J am not miſinform d, you have your ſelf been ſubject to: You 
therefore may expect me at the appointed Hour to wait you in the 
e Tſland ; happy in this Advantage, that if I obtain the Victory, my 
“ Glory will be double in conquering ſuch an Enemy; and if I fall, ir 
c will be no Dilkonour” to my Memory chat 1 was overcome by 
| - Argalus. | 


* 


The Ceremony of the Challenge being thus beben d, the Kniglits 
prepar d themſelves for the Encounter; each of them choſe ſuch Kr. 
mours as beſt beſpoke their ſeveral Fortunes. Argalus wore on his 
right Arm a Scarf which was given him by his Parthenia before their 
Marriage, when Fortune firſt began to play the Tyrant with them. 

AS 


o 
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As it was the firſt Preſent he e er receiv'd from her, ſo he determin'd; 
if Fate did that Day deſtine his Deſtruction, that it ſhou'd be the 
laſt Ornament which he wou'd wear. His Horſe had been in ſeveral 
Engagements, of Courage fierce as his Maſter's, and every Way fit to 


* 


be match d with ſuch a Rider. | 


Thus prepat'd, he went into the Iſland ; but had ſcarce view'd the 
Ground, and conſider d what Advantages there were in it, but that 
the Caſtle Barge landed Amphialus in every Point provided for a hard 

Encounter. The Moment they ſaw each other, they ſent their Squires, 
as uſual, on either Side, to know whether they ſhou'd attend any far- 
ther Ceremony; upon which the Trumpets began to fourid, the Horſes 
ſmoothly running, and the Staves with a firm Motion follow'd their 
Maſter's Hand; but when they approach d, Arga/us Horſe being 
very fiery, he preſsd in with his Head; which Amphialus perceiving, 
and knowing that if he gave him his Side, it wou d be greatly to his 
Diſadvantage, he preſs'd in with him, ſo that both Horſes and Men 
were Shouldet to Shoulder, and the Horſes having equally hurt each 
other, tumbled down together; which might have been of fatal Con- 
ſequence to their Maſters, but that their Strength and Nimbleneſs, 
added to their Experience in ſuch Accidents, taught them to ſhun the 
Miſchief; and getting up to diſengage themſelves with great Dex- 
terity, which they ſoon did, without any Reſpit they drew out their 
Swords, each endeavouring to prove himſelf leaſt injur d by the Fall; 
and ſeeming pleas'd that they had now nothing but the Valour of their 
own Arms to truſt to. Amphialus indeed roſe ſooner off the Ground, 
but Argalus was before-hand with him in getting out his Sword: 
And now began the cruelleſt Combat that any Eye then preſent had e er 
been Witneſs of; their Swords like Cannons batter'd againſt their Ar- 
mours, and making a Breach ar almoſt every Blow for Troops of Wounds 
to enter; among the reſt, Argalus gave a great Blowover Amphialus 
naked Face, which he had before diſarm'd, tho part of the Force of it he 
warded with his Shield; and caſting his Eyes up to Philocleas Win- 
dow, as if from thence he wou'd renew his Courage and Succeſs, he 
return d the Blow with Intereſt upon Argalus right Arm, the Sharp- 
neſs of his Sword obliging the Armour to give Way; but tho' the 
ſtreaming Blood proclaim'd the Wound'to be of no little Conſequence, 
yet would not Argalus ſuffer his Behaviour to confirm it; but Keep- 
ing himſelf in a lower Ward, waited an Opportunity, when with time. 
ly Thruſts he might repair his Loſs ; which ſoon he found; for Am- 
phialus following his flattering Fortune, dealt His Blows: fo fiercely 
againſt Argalus, that his Shield was almoſt hack'd to Pieces, when 
Argalus taking the Advantage, and coming in with his right Foot, 
ſtooping low enough to ger under his Armour, thruſt him dangerouſly 
into the Belly; the Wound muſt have been mortal, bur that An- 
 phialus had exerted himſelf in the laſt Blow fo much beyond his 

2 | Ee, Strength, 
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Strength, that he fell Side-ways upon the Ground, Which Fall faved 
him from preſent Deſtruction, Argalus Sword by that Means glan- 


cing aſide, and not piercing deep enough to be of fatal Conſe- 
quence. Argalus ſeeing him fall, with menacing Voice and Sword, 


call'd out to him to yield; but finding, that without making any 
Anſwer, he was endeavouring to riſe, he ſtruck him with all his 
Strength upon the Head; but the Blow being given with his wound- 
ed Arm, it had not Strength enough to execute his Wrath, but 
drop'd the Sword, and gave Amphialus Time to rife ; which yak 
perceiving, he run in to grapple with him, and cloſing rogether, they 
for ſome Time contended that Way, now one being uppermoſt, and 
then the other; but growing weary of that unprofitable Strife, 
they agreed to riſe and take their Swords, and by Accident they 
each of them light upon the others: Argalus finding Ampbia- 
las Sword dy'd in his Blood, his Rage prompted him with that 
very Weapon to revenge it, or at leaſt mix his with it; but his lame 
Arm cou'd ill perform the Dictates of his Wrath, and he ſtill receivd 
more and more Wounds, without being able to return any of Con. 
ſequence z which Amphialus ſeeing, and weighing the Triflingneſs of 
their Quarrel againſt the Worth of his Enemy, he begg'd of him te 
take ſome Pity of himſelf, and let their Contention end in Friendſhip: 
But Argalus the more enrag'd, the more he found himſelf ſub. 
du'd, ſupplying his Veins with Rancour inſtead of Blood, and ma- 
king Courage ſupply the Place of Spirit, as a Candle juſt before its 
going out will give the fierceſt Blaze, ſo did he unite his utmoſt 
Force; and caſting away the little Remnant of his Shield, he ſtruck 
ſuch a hearty Blow, that he cleft Amphialus . Armour _— Arm 
almoſt rhrough the Bone. 


This Ss Amphialus forget all Ceremonies, and with promiſcuous 
Blows make more of Argalus Blood ſucceed the reſt; and through his 
Fury and the other's Obſtinacy, he certainly wou'd have drain'd his 
Body, but that his Arm was ſtay'd by a Sound of dreadful Shrieks 
and Cries, which directed his Sight to a Lady at ſome Diſtance, who 
came running ſwift as her tender Feet wou'd carry her: The Moment 
ſhe came up to them, they both knew her to be Parthenia, who had 
that Night dream d that ſhe ſaw her Argalus in that direful Condition; 
and ſhock'd to the laſt Degree the Moment ſhe awak'd, ſhe call d for 
her Attendants, and came directly to the fatal Place, where ſhe found 
her Dream was but too certain a Preſage of his Condition: The Vio. 
| lence of her Love put her paſt any Fear of Danger; and therefore 
the Moment that ſhe reach'd them, ſhe flung her ſelf between their 
Swords, venturing her Perſon to ſtop their Fight, till ſhe cou'd reco- 
ver Breath to ſpeak intelligibly ; 'twas a conſiderable Time e er her 
Agony wou'd ſuffer her to ſay more, than with interrupting Sobbs, 


and heart · rending Groans, in broken Sentences, to bewail her ſelf ; now 
; calling 
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balling upon Argalus, curſing her Eyes and the enlightning Sun which 

gave her power to ſee the piteous Sight. At laſt turning her Eyes, 

ſwiming in diſtracting Sorrow, towards Amphialus; My Lord, ſaid ſhe, 

1 have been told you are a Lover, if that is true, by the dear Influ- 

ence of her you love, let me conjure you to quit this cruel Combat, 

as ever you wou d hope that Happineſs which your bloody Arm is 

now endeavouring to rob me of; let my Suit prevail: But if you are 

determin'd, and nothing but Deſtruction can glur your Rage, yet be 

at leaſt ſo merciful as firſt to turn your Sword on me, and put me paſt 

the intolerable Torment of witneſſing my Argalus Death. Amphialus 

| was juſt going to reply; when Argalus, full of Deſpair for his unlucky | 

Fate, but more concern'd that ſhe ſhou'd be a Witneſs of his Defeat, 

O! cry'd he, my dear Parthenia, never till this fatal Moment wer't 

thou unwelcome to my longing Sight: Is it then poſſible ? Can thy 

great Soul deſcend ſo low? And art thou come poorly to beg my Life: 

and can thy Argalus be reduc'd to the Neceſlity of accepting it? No, 

no, I yet have Strength to ſave my ſelf and thee, without theſe mean 

Submiſſions; or if I fall, know that thy Argalas is ſtill ſo much him- 

Jelf, and worthy you, as to prefer immediate Death with Honour, to 

Ages of ignoble Life. This Thought reviv'd his flaging Spirits, and ſtep- 

ping a little Diſtance from Parthenia, he wou'd fain have recommenced 

the Combat; but Amphialus gentle Heart, by Love made ſoft and pe- 

netrable, was ſo affected with Parthenia's Sorrows, that he begg'd of 

him to ſtay his Fury, nor ſtrike, unleſs he wou'd engage with one who 

wiſh'd his Friendſhip, and wou'd not make the leaſt Reſiſtance. How 

great, how glorious an Example was this of human Virtue, where the 

Conqueror ſued for Reconciliation to the Conquer d, and the Subdued 

diſdain'd to ſubmit to it! Each of them thought that great unprejudiced 

Behaviour worthy themſelves, but neither of them cared to be the 

Subject of it in the other; and tho Argalus wou d certainly have given 

Proof of the ſame generous Spirit, had Fortune made him victorious, 

yet he cou d not bear on any Terms to be the Footſtep of another's 

Glories ; and to prevent what he eſteem'd ſo great an Infamy, he ex- 

erted himſelf ſo much beyond his Strength, that the guſhing Blood 

flow'd in ſuch Quantities out of his Wounds, that he was obliged to 

ſupport himſelf upon the Pommel of his Sword; a chilling Faintnefs 

ſeis d all his Limbs, his Head grew dizzy, and every thing around 

him ſeem'd to dance too and thro', as in the Maze of Death; and 

as he was endeavouring to fit down, he fainted quite away. Imme- 
diately Parthenia and Amphialus flew to his Aſſiſtance; Amphialus took 
off his Helmet, while Parthenia reclin d his Head upon her Lap, tear- 
ing her Linnen off to ſtaunch his Wounds ; nor wou'd ſhe have ſpar'd 
her beauteous Hair, but that the Squires and udges brought Things 

more proper for the purpoſe. 10 7 | 
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ſtand them. Parthenia's Agonies reſtrain d her Tongue, and wou'd 
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While — 5 were at baſled in e Medicines, and — ä — 


ing to ſave his fleeting Life, the poor diſtracted Fair bewail'd' her ſelf 


in Terms ſo moving, as wou'd have taught even thoſe poſſoſsd of per- 
fect Happineſs to grieve. O Wrerch, ery d ſhe! O miſetable, loſt; un. 
done Parthenia, where will thy Torments end? How in a Moment 
am 1 fallen from the extremeſt Summit of Felicity, into a bottomleſs 
Abyſs of piercing Miſery and deep Deſpair? But late T was the Won 
der of my Time, and gaz'd at as a Miracle of Happincſs : Now 
come ye Envyers of my Joys, and glut your Malice with ſeeing me 
fix d a Mark of never-ending Wretchedneſs. O Heavens! how has 
my Youth and Innocence incurr d this bitter Puniſhment ? Or if T have 
unknowingly merited your Vengeance, why was not I alone the Mark 
of it > That had been Juſtice, this is Tyranny. But this, this Com- 


fort T have left in my Extremity, which Heaven nor Earth can rob 


me of, the Sharpneſs of my Woe will foon put me beyond a Senſe 
of it; yes, Argalus, T ſoon ſhall follow rhee ; ſtay but a Moment for 
me, Argalus, and our Souls ſhall mount together, where etuel F ame 


nor Honour ſhall ne er divide us more. 


By this Time they had brought Aale x little to himſelf, and 
lifting up his feeble Eyes, which the Iron Hand of Death waited to 
cloſe for ever, and ſeeing his Parthema with officions Tenderneſs 


employ'd about him, it rais d a little pleaſing Warmth around his 
Heart, which ſent the Remnant of his Blood to witnefs in his Cheeks, 
that even the Approach of Death cou'd not extingaifh the ardorous 


Love which he held for her ; bur like the Embers of a dying Coal that 


with a Breath revives, and then for ever is extinguiſſrd, ſo he con'd 


not long ſupport his laſt Blaze of Life, but raiſing as much as he was 
able his fault'ring Voice, My deareſt Soul, faid he, my better Self, 
tis now in vain to build on flatt'ring Hope, ine vorable Fate attends, 


and T muſt leave thee ; but by this L Hand, whoſe Torch might warm 


the Dead, and by choſe dear, thoſe weeping Eyes, I ſwear SS = 


Pain in Death, is leaving thee ; I ſhou'd not have # Wiſh for Life, 
not to pay thee back ſome of that wond' tous Faith, that Tendernets 


and Love, which not an Age of Services eoud fully anfwer ; but twill 
not be; and ſince the heavenly Powers, whoſe high Berrees are not 
to be diſputed; have orher ways determimd, repoſe thy Confidence in 


them, they will ſupport thee in this hard Tiyal of thy Patience, and 
one Day join us never to meet a Separation; live therefore, my Pay- 
Zhenia, live in that Hope. I think T need not bid thee love my Me. 


mory ; but O, in Time to come, let me conjure thee; not to teſſect 
with Rigour on this my firſt and laſt Diſgrace, or think thou had'ſt a 
Husband unworthy of thee. Here his Speech began to fail; and Ha 
utter d theſe laſt Words ſo inwardly, that they cou d but barely under- 


not 
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not ſuffer her to anſwer him but ſtill ſhe preſs d her trembling Lips 
to his, and fo far made him happy, that while tlie teſt were in vain 
endeavouring to ſtaunch his Wounds, ſhe receiv d his lateſt Breath. 


Bat when ſhe found he had indeed reſign'd it paſt Recovery, 
Language is much roo faint to expreſs the Rage and Madneſs of her 
Grief; ſhe tore her Hair, and ſcrateh'd her lovely Face as if the 
wou'd not ſuffer other Eyes ro feed upon her Beauties now Arga/ns 
was gone. Amphialus was ſo affected with this melancholy Scene, 
that even his Eyes confeſs'd it, by paying the Tribate of a Soldier's 
Tear: He knew, that at the firſt Approach of Grief like hers, it wou'd 


be vain to think of trying to ſtop its Courſe ; therefore without endea- 


vouring to trouble her with unavailing Comfott, he ordered her Wo- 


men to help convey her into the Boat; but ſhe claſped herſelf fo cloſe 


around the breathleſs Body, that *twas impoſſible to think of ſeparating 
them, therefore they were oblig'd to take that with her. The Boar 


having reachd the other Side the Lake, ſhe was feceiv'd by Baſeline, 


and the Chiefs of his Army, with all the Funeral Pomp of Military Dif. 
cipline, their Enſigns trail'd upon the Ground, the Iuſtruments of War 


revers'd their chearful Notes, while Baſilius, with Horror in his Looks, 


ſought to ſpeak Comfort to her, and mitigate her Woe ; which did but 
ſerve, if poſſible, to irtitate it; the Honours Which he ſttove to pay 
to her dead Lord, were equally the Triumphs to her Ruin : The only 


Eaſe ſhe had, was in giving entire Way to Grief, and determining never 


to find the leaſt Alleviation of her Miſery. As ſhe paſs'd thro” the 
Camp, each Tongue was buſied in recounting the Praiſes of her loſt 
Husband, which ſery'd but as fo many Records of her irrevocable 
Fate: But the more his Praiſes were proclaim'd, Which cou'd not be 


greater than he merited, the more they rais'd Anphidias's Fame; 


yet, notwithſtanding that, his haplefs Caſe, had it been Known, 
was little leſs to be lamented ; each Trophy that be gaimd was only 
an Addition to his Load of Miſery, ſince Phz/oclea, to whom his every 
Victory was dedicated, ſtill ptiev'd at his Succeſs, and never paid 
his greateſt Toils with any thing but Frowns. This continued Cruelty 
wou'd quite have funk him; but that his Mother, with unwearied 
Arts, contrivd to cheat him into a Belief, that Time and Affiduity 
wou' d do for him, what Fortune never meant ſhow'd come to paſs. 


Bur while, in the Appearance of ſo much Glory, his aclüing Heart 
was loaded with continual Diſcontents, a Treaſon, that wou'd at once 
have cured his Griefs at the Expence of Life, had like to Have 6ver- 
taken him; and tho it proceeded from a ridiculous and trifling Cauſe, 
155 95 End of it was very ncar proving fatal to him and all his 
Party. | ME n | 
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ah the add * N Baſs uus in this . Da. 
metas follow d; whether to ſhow his Loyalty, or take that Opportunity 
of getting rid of Mopſa, I can't determine; but this T may venture tg, 
affirm, that twas without any View of falling under any Widows Curſe, 
or cauſing any Orphans Tears. The Camp being now in perfect Idle- 
neſs, and the Soldiers Tongues the only Weapons they were allow'd to 
uſe, they were almoſt univerſally employ'd in doing Juſtice to Amphia- 
luss Fame, tho centerd in an Enemy; and as any Extreme naturally 
reminds one of the Contrary, ſo his uncommon Valour oft introduced 
the incorrigible Cowardiee of Clinzas ; till ar laſt it grew almoſt to a 
Proverb, and common when they wanted to expreſs the laſt Degree of 
Cowardice, to bring him for an Example. Dametas gave great Atten- 
tion to theſe Diſcourſes, and ruminated ſo long upon them, till it came 
into his Dunderhead, that if Cinias was really what they deſcrib'd, 
that he might venture to ſend him a Challenge, which he wou'd cer- 
tainly refuſe, and then he ſhou'd come off with Honour, and raiſe 
himſelf greatly in Baſiliuss Eſteem. Big with this Conceit, he went to 
give it vent to a young Gentleman that waited upon Philanax, in 
whom he placed great Confidence, becauſe he uſed to be a good deal 
with him, diverted himſelf with his Simplicity, and pur him upon a 
thouſand little Follies for his Amuſement. - This young Gentleman, 
highly pleaſed to have the Management of ſuch a Joke, ſpurr'd him 
on to it all that he was able, letting Philanax into the Secret; and 
then, for fear the Humour ſhou'd cool, he immediately wrote a Chal. 
lenge, and gave it to him. Dametus peruſed it wich his Hand upon 
one Shoulder, and ſpelling almoſt every Word, till with great Diffi- 
culty he read it through, and ſmiling and nodding his Head, ſwore the 
1 thing was prettily enough worded, but it might be mended, deſiring 
1 the young Gentleman (he not being able to write) to get a Pen and 
1 ak, and he wou d himſelf indite one which was as follows: 
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Will & O Clinias, hop Varlet Clinias, the vileſt Worm that ever - liv'd by 
N 'F e Bread, the very Fritten of Fraud, and Scum of all Iniquity, I the 
Wl cc e. Dametas, Chief Governor of all the Royal Cattle, ſole 
« Manager of them, and alſo of Pamela, whom thy Maſter hath moſt 
ec enormouſly ſuggeſted from my lawful-Power, do defy thee in a mor- 
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e tal Battle from the ſmalleſt Bodkin to the dreadful Pike; which De- 
e fiance, if thou doſt preſume to take in Hand, I will, in one Moment, 
5 s dout of that ſuperfluous Body of thine, make a Sluice thro' which thy 


4 Soul ſhall be evacuared. 
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The young Gentleman pretended to be loſt in Admiration at this ex- 
cellent Performance, and beg'd that he might be the Bearer, urging 
him to entruſt him with it that very Moment, while the Heat of the 


Fit laſted. Accordingly Dametas, proud of ſuch Commendations, 
© conſented, 
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onftnied, and the young Gentleman getting Leave of Baſdlius; whom 
every Body endeavour'd to divert in this melancholly Seaſon, array d 
like a Herald; he went into the Town in the uſual Manner, and in 
the Preſence of Anpbialus deliver d the Letter to Clinias, telling him; 
he hop'd to carry back ſucli an Anſwer as wou'd be ſuitable to his 
Reputation. Clmias open d the Letter, and with great Surprize pe- 
rus d it; but all the while that he was reading, his Coward-Blood for- 
ſook his Face, and went to give his Heart the terrible Alarm: His 
Breath grew ſhort, as if already he had been in Action; but foon as 
ever his Fright wou'd ſuffer him to ſpeak, he bid the Gentleman re- 
turn, and tell the Clown he had no Leiſure to meet with ſuch Com- 
panions, and diſdain d to put himſelf upon a Level with him. Am- 
phialas ſoon gueſs d the Matter; and taking him aſide, deſir d him to 
conſidet, and not brand himſelf everlaſtingly with the Name of Cow- 
ard: The Reaſon that he ſo ſtrenuouſly interfer d in it, was, the Hope 
that Philocloa might be entertain'd with the Oddneſs of the Combat; 
but not being able to prevail with him then, he diſmiſs d the Meſ- 
ſenger, telling him, that there ſhould be an Anſwer ſent to the Camp 
by the next Morning. 


The young Gentleman was very ondriling 5 to 80 without the Mef- 
ſage that he hop'd; however he was oblig'd to it, and return'd to 
Dametas, who had been in dreadful Agonies for fear of the Event, 
offending every Company he went into with his nauſeous Breath, | 
which be moſt plentifully diſcharg'd in fearful Sighs ; till finding; 
at his truſty Friend's Return, that Clinias had no greater Sromach to 
the Matter than himſelf, and that this Delay was in Effect a flat De- 
nial, he began to ſtrut and vapour, marching up and down with ha- 
ſty Strides and Voiee exalted, ſwearing by all Things ſacred, that he 
wou d rid the Earth of ſuch a Coward ; that no Walls ſhou'd hide 
him, nor no Fortreſles ſecure him from his Wrath; that he wou'd 
ſcour him our of all his Paſtures, nor leave him where to hide his 
Head. Thus vapouring and bragging, he went immediately to fur- 
niſh himſelf with a Horſe and Armour, faying, thar he wou'd be very 
handſomely accouter d, that he might ſhow his Charge, Pamela, what 
a. handſome Figure he coud make upon Occaſion. In order to this 
Purpoſe,.cach one was ready to lend a willing Hand, ſome giving 
him Reins, others Pettrel, and nothing was wanting, hue in a ſhore 
Time he was equip'd with a compleat Set of Armour botli for him- 
ſelf and Horſe ; tho' no two Things belonging to either of them were 
of the fame Make or Colour, but that he was moſt proud of, think- 
ing that it wou'd perſwade People that he was provided of divers Sets 
of coſtly Furnitute. Being ſo far in Readineſs, he gave Orders to a 
Painter for his Deviee, which was a Plough with the Oxen loos'd at 
ſome Diſtance from it; by that, a Sword beſmear'd with Blood, and 
feveral ole Legs and A ſcarter'd about; and, in the laſt Place, 
OOo a great 
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a gteat Number of Books, Pens and Inkhorns He ſearce gave Tine 


the Names of thoſe that they intended to repreſent; but recollect. 
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his Heart miſgave him; and frowning at the Page, he bid him go 
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for any Body to enquire his Meaning by this ſtrange Medley, but 
explain d it, by telling them, that it was to repreſent his quitting of 
the Plough to perform ſuch Wonders with the Sword, as wou'd em- 
ploy all the Hiſtorians of that Time to deſcribe; and being ask d 
why he did not chuſe a Motto? he laugh'd immediately, and reply d, 
that Practice was as if a Painter ſhou'd write under his Drawings 


ing that upon his Return Miſo wou'd give him a ſhrewd Remembrance 
of his Duty, if he neglected ir in his Abſence, he order d a Border 
to be = round his . and in it engraved theſe Words: 5 


Miso, mine 0wn P ſa, J ſay no more; but thou Halt ſoon hers 
zerrifyable News of thy Dametas. | 


All Things being thus onion with great PSS IR with an TY 
ward and feign'd Impatience he waited till the next Morning, when 
he might make his perſonal Appearance in the Iſland ; often in a 
bluſtring Tone asking thoſe that attended him, with the utmoſt Di- 
ligence, whether it was not a Shame that ſuch a cowardly Miſcreant 
as Clinias ſhou'd be ſupported by the valiant Earth > But when the 
Time approach'd, as be was lifting up on Horſeback, to his no ſmall 
Glory, by moſt of the young Gentlemen of Diſtinction that were in 
the Army, there arriv'd one of Amphialus Pages, who with an hum- 
ble Smile upon his Knees, deliver d a Letter from Clinias to Dameras : 
Which Piece of Reſolution Amphialus work d him up to firlt, by per- 
ſwading him that if he did accept the Combat, Dametas wou d cer- 
tainly flinch, and not venture to appear, and confequently the Ho- 
nour wou'd remain with him as much as if he had engag d and got 
the Victory: But what moſt confirm'd him, was Amphialus threat- 
ning, that if he perſiſted in refuſing it, he wou d deliver him up to 
Baſilius to be ſacrificd as a Traytor; the Apprehenſion of which ſo 
work d upon him, as the preſent Danger always appears moſt formi- 
dable to a Coward, that he determin d rather to venture upon that 
which was moſt diſtant, becauſe Hope had then room to interfere; 
he thought twas poſſible ſome Accident might happen to Dametas, 
and very probably his Heart might fail him; but notwithſtanding 
that, he wou'd not have put it to the Hazard, but that Ampbialus 
Threats oblig'd him ro it. When Dametas heard the Name of Clinias, 


back like a naughty Boy as he was, for that he was in no Humour at 
preſent for being troubled with Letters; but Dametas Friend ſtep- 
ing up, he whiſper d him, that it certainly contain'd ſome freſh Sub- 
miſſions; and without waiting for his Anſwer, he took the Letter, 
and read the Contents of it aloud, which were as follows: 
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m Thou fltby Drivel, moſt uhwotthy to have thy Name inſerted 
te in any thing penn d by a Soldier's Hand, is it poſſible that thy 
% Coward Heart cou'd think it the Effect of Fearfulneſs, that made 
* Clinias ſuſpend a while the giving thee an Anſwer > No, O wretched 
© 'Catiff, no! it was but like the valiant Ram, who retires ſome Pa- 
tes backward, to return with greater Violence. Know, therefore, 
< to thy Confuſion, know, that thou ſhalr no ſooner appear: O 
* happy Thou, if for this onee thy recreant Heart ſhou'd ſhrink, 
„and thou ſhou'd'ſt not appear; bur yet, I ſay, if thou dar'ſt ap- 
de pear, I will come upon thee with all my Miglit, and hue thee in- 
* to Pieces: Mark what I ſay, Limb after Limb, and Joint after 
Joint, to the eternal Terror of all preſumptuous Villains: There- 
_ © fore, conſider what thou doſt; for once more I give thee fair Warn- 
< ing, that moſt horrible Pains and cruel Smarts will attend ſo great 
* a Raſhneſs, thou never having receiv'd juſt Provocation, as the en- 
te gaging with a Soldier, and ſuch a one as Clinids. 


Theſe threatning Words he had great Hopes would allay the Heat 
of Dametas Courage, and indeed it thoroughly had that Effect; for 
all the while the Letter was a reading, he groan'd moſt piteouſſy ar 
every Threat ; and when the Gentleman had finiſh'd, he told the Com- 
pany, that in his Opinion, the Anſwer came a Day after the Fair, and 
thetefore he might very well be allow'd to diſarm himſelf, and more 
eſpecially in Conſideration that Clinias had moſt courteouſly warned 
him to deſiſt. But the Company, determined to go through with the 
Joke, turned a deaf Ear to this wiſe Sentence, and taking hold of his 
Horſe's Reins, without any farther Ceremony, led him into the Ferry- 
Boar, and convey d him over into the Iſland; the Claſhing of his own 
Armour, every Time his Horſe moved, raiſed in his Breaſt the moſt 
dreadful Apprehenſions, and in his Heatt he curs'd a thouſand Times 
the'Raſhneſs of his Friend, that had drawn him into ſo dangerous a 
Buſineſs, ſo much againſt his Will. He had not waited long (the 
young Gentleman ende4vonring to teach him how to handle his Sword 
and Launce, while he was eying each Cornet, to ſec if it were poſſi- 
dle for him in any Manner to eſcape) when Clinias, attended with a 
Sound of Trumpets, and all the uſual Ceremonies, landed on the o- 
ther Side the Iſland, debating in himſelf all the Way he came, in what 
he had ſo highly offended Amphialus, that he ſhould drive him to ſuch 
a ctuel Strait: Sometimes he'd call his Cutining (of which he had no 
little Share) to his Aſſiſtance ; but ſtill his Fear ſo over-rul'd it, that 
whatever Method his Wir propos'd, his Fear ſtill ſtarted up, and 
| ſuggeſted that there was Danger in it; Cowardice (contrary to all 
other Vices) ſtill obliging the Owner of it to think better of another 
the more he finds himſelf deficient ; and tho in every other Point C/;- 
mas would have thought himſelf far ſuperior to Dametas, yet in this, 
90 his 
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his Apprehenſions painted him to him of much greater ConſequeneeJ 
and inſtead of eontriving how to get the better of him, he was fancy- 
ing what Expreſſions he ſhould uſe, to move Dametas to ſpare his 
Life when he had him in his Power, often caſting a melancholly Coun- 
tenance towards the Earth, piteouſſy complaining, that a Man of his 
Conſequence and Sufficiency ſhould, in his Prime of Life, be converted 
into ſo baſe an Element; fain would he have implored the- Aſſiſtance of 
the Gods, but could not compoſe himſelf enough for Prayer; the Glit- 
tering of the Armour, the Soundings of the 'Trumpets, with the reſt 
of the Solemnity, by Degrees, work'd up his Fear into a kind of an 
Amazement, which render'd him almoſt ſenſeleſs ; till the two Judges, 
appointed for the Purpoſe, ordering the Trumpets to ceaſe, and ta- 
king the Oath of the two Champions, that they came unattended 
by Craft or Guile, placed them at the proper Diſtance from each other. 


This being done, they gave the Signal, and the Trumpets ſounding, 
Dametas Horſe, uſed to ſuch Encounters, when he not in the leaſt 
expected it, ſtarted out with ſo much Life and Mettal, that Dametas 
Head and Body joggled about like a Poppet upon Wiars, and haſtily 
drawing back his Bridle-Hand, the Horſe that was tender-mouth'd, 
made a half Stop, and fell to bounding ; upon which Dametas threw 
away his Launce, and with both Hands held by the Pummel ; his 
Horſe half running, and half leaping, till he met with Clinias, who 
being apprehenſive that he ſhould miſs his Reſt, had put up his Staff 
c'er he had begun his Career; which indeed he would not then have 
venturd upon, had not ſome Body that ſtood behind him, ſtruck his 
Horſe a great Blow upon the Crupper, who running with great Swift- 
neſs, the Wind got ſuch a Power over his Staff, that it croſſed quite o- 
ver his Breaſt, and in that Manner gave Dametas a flat Baſtinado, 
who being already half out of his Saddle, was very near returning to 
his old Occupation of digging the Earth, only his Inſtrumenc being 
metamorphos'd from a Shoyel into the Creſt of a Helmet. As ſoon as 
Clinias got beyond him, not knowing what Execution he had done, 
and fearing that his Enemy was at his Back, he took a wide Compaſs, 
and upon his turning, ſeeing him upon the Ground, he thought now 


was his Time to trample him under his Horſe's Feet, as alſo to 


wound him with his Launce, which, the Encounter having been ſo ea- 
ſy, remain'd entire; but putting his Horſe forward with this Intent, 
the Staff accidentally falling too low before the Legs of the Horſe, 


and the endeayouring to reach Dametas, who was then ſcrambling to 


et up, the Horſe fell over and over, and lay upon Clinias with all 
Fis Weight; which Dametas (who by that Time had quite recoverd 
his Legs) perceiving, he drew out his Sword, prying very narrowly 
which Way he coud come to kill him behind; but the Horſe that 
preſs'd him down kept ſuch a pawing with his Feet, that Dametas 
durſt not advance but very leiſurely; ſo that the Horſe being young 
| eek ks es and 
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and lively, got up, and began tv ftrike and leap ſo briskly, that he 
made Dametas ſtart back a good Way, and gave his Maſter Time to 
riſe, bur ſo bruis d in Body, and broken in Spirits, that he detct- 
min d to ſubmit himſelf to Mercy; and in order to it, he drew out 
his Sword, intending, when. he came near enough, to preſent the Pom- 
mel of it to Dametas; but the Moment Dametas ſaw him advance 
with his Sword drawn, little imagining what he intended by it, he 
went back as faſt as his Fear wou'd carry him; which when Clinias 
ſaw, and found that thetc was till a Poſſibility of his gaining the 
Victory, he purſu'd him with the cruel Eagerneſs of a prevailing 
Coward, ſtill laying barbarous Blows upon Dametas, who did nothing 
but bawl and call out to him to hold his Hand; ſometimes telling 
him that he had kill'd him, and that lie was a dead Man; at others, 
that he wou'd complain to Baſilins ; but till he was forc'd to bear 
the Blows, continuing to run back, till at length one of his Feet came 
ſouſe into the Water. 


But now a new ew Apprehenſion ſeiz'd him of being drown'd ; for 


which Reaſon nor daring to go any farther back, and having no Time 


to deliberate, fearing to yield becauſe of Clinias cruel Threats, and 
the Blows till lighting faſter on him, his deſperate Fear, work d up to 
the Extremity, turn d to a mad Deſpair ; ſo that winking, with all his 
Might, he began to return ſome of the Blows; and his Arm being 


us'd to the Exerciſe of the Flail, he increas'd them ſo much, that 


Clinias now began with woful Eyes to ſee his own Blood appear in 
many Places; but before he had loſt the Quantity of half an Ounce, 
he found himſelf begin to faint, and cry d out aloud to Dametas that 
he yielded: Fling away thy Sword then,  reply'd Dametas, and I 
will have Mercy on thee; but all the while he continu'd ſtriking : 


Clinias iramediately obey'd, and humbly begg'd for Mercy, aſſuring 


him that his Sword was gone: Upon which Dametas ventur d to 
open his Eyes, and ſeeing that he was indeed diſarm'd, in a haughty 
Tone, he commanded him to go a good Diſtance from his Weapon, 
and then lie flat down upon the Earth. Clinias, without asking any 
Queſtions, meckly obey d; and Dametas, who cou'd not perſwade 
himſelf chat he was ſafe while the other brearh'd, began to reflect, 
that. if he ſhou'd ſtrike him with his Sword, and not kill him out- 
right with the firſt Blow, he might poſſibly riſe and revenge himfelf ; 
and therefore he very prudently determin'd to kneel down upon him ; 
and taking oft his Helmet, with a great Whittle, which he wou'd 
bring along with him to cue his Throat ; which Manner of Deſtroy- 
ing he had been ſo experiene'd i in, to the Coſt of a great many Calves, 


that he was very dextrous in it: But while he was ſearching for his 


Knife, which he cou'd not eaſily fumble out from under his Armour, 
and Clinias lay quiet as a very Sheep, as if he wou'd with Joy have 
had his Throat cut to have been ſecure from Fear of farther Pain, the 
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a againſt the Law of Arms, having promis d him his Life if he wou d 


the late Danger Amphialus had thrown him into, which ſtill was preſent 
to his frighten d Fancy, refoly'd to ſecure himſelf by contriving his 


| himſelf to the moſt apparent Dangers, he thought that if any Accident 
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litude in Cowardice, or an inſatiate Ambition, which it was impoſſible 


procure a Change. Some in each Claſs of theſe he had already found; 


3360 Fr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 
Judges came in and took Dametas off, telling him chat he acted quite 


yield, which he had done; but Dametas wor'd not ſuffer him to riſe, 
till they had ſworn that he ſhou'd not renew the Fight; which, when 
they had done, more thro' Force than any thing elſe, he periicted 
him to get up, crowing over him, and warning him never to meddle 
with any of the Blood of the Dametar's: And thus ended this Contention 
of Cowardice, Dametas being receiv'd into the Camp with great Rejoi- 

cings,not the leaſt Tage hat en d to it failing to wait n his Triumph. | 


But tho Clinias wanted both Skill and Courage to prevent the 
Contumely that was fallen upon him, yet he was in no want of Under- 
ſtanding to repine at it, nor of Spitir to reſent it ; not that the bare 
Name of Coward wou d have given him the leaſt Diſturbance, but the 
Conſequences of it was what he dreaded very jultly, fearing that no 
Body wou'd have the leaſt Regard or Caution how they us'd him, or 
care what Injuries they heap'd upon him, ſince they knew he durſt not 
call them to an Account, Theſe Reflections ſtill working in his gloomy 
Mind, prompted him to repine at rhe Occaſion of them; and as when 
once a Coward marks out any Body for an Enemy, he ne er can think 
himſelfſecure but by their Deaths; ſo Chnias revolving in his Thought 


Deſtruction: And eaſily his Purpoſes might have been diſcover'd, for 
a continual Gloom ſat on his Countenance, yet with feign'd Diligence 
he pretended to be more aſſiduous to Ampbialus s Face than ever; but 
the Moment his Back was turn'd, he wou d repine at his Commands 
with a Myſteriouſneſs throughout his whole Behaviour, that might 
have raiſed Suſpicion; but his Malice, if they did ſuſpect it, they 
contemn'd, as thinking he wanted Courage to put it into Action, for 
which Reaſon he had the better Opportunity to turn it into Practice; 
which he was more eager for, becauſe as Amphialus hourly ſubmitted 


happend to him, he muſt neceſſarily ſhare in it, unlefs he cou'd re- 
deem his former Treaſons to Baſilius, by, if poſſible, more baſe ones 
againſt Amphialus. The firſt Step therefore that he thought moſt pro- 
per, was to found the Amphialians, and pick out from among them 
thoſe tainted ones, whom either the Tediouſneſs of the Siege, a Simi- 


ſhou'd be gratify' d, had made apt to work in any Mine of Villany to 


but his chief Confidence he plac d in Arteſia, Siſter ro Ampbialuss Page, 
Iſmenus, who was flain in the late Engagement, and the Leader of 
thoſe Six Maids who train'd the Princefles out to this conſummate 
Scene of Wretchedneſs. The Cunning of that one Woman he thought 
equivalent to the Courage of many Men ; and the Sharpneſs and Pe- 

netration 
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Hettation of her Wit more than a Ballance for the Weakneſs of her 


Sex. The dangerous Attempt of decoying the young Ladies ſhe ven- 
tur d on by the Perſwaſions of Cecropia, who aſſured her, that as ſoon 
as ſhe got them in her Power they ſhou'd be deſtroy d, and for her Re- 
ward Amphialys wou d tnarty her. This Promiſe ſhe mote fully de- 
pended on, having been flatter'd both by her Glaſs, and the deceitful 
Words of idle Courtiers, into a high. Opinion of her Beauty; and 
Amphialus ever ſhowing a more than ordinary Regard to his Page, 
Iſinenus, ſhe vainly thought that Partiality was upon her Account; 
but now ſhe had done her Part, and found that the Princeſſes were ſo 
far from being remoy'd as Cecropia promis'd, that probably one of 
them wou'd ſhortly. be her Sovereign; and that not all her Services 


obtain d the leaſt favourable Behaviour from Amphialus ; that all the 


Advances ſhe had made, he either did not, or wou'd not ſeem to under- 
ſtand, becauſe he did not care to give them a ſuitable Return: This 
Treatment ſo incens d her haughty Mind, that in ſpight of all that 
Tenderneſs ſhe was inclin'd to feel for him, her Pride inſpird her 
with Thoughts of Vengeance; and ſince ſhe cou'd not gratify her 
Love, ſhe determin'd to give way to her Reſentment, and make him 
ſenſible, chat tho ſhe was not Miſtreſs of Arts to pleaſe, Deſtruction 
was within the Bounds of her Command. This Reſolution was more 
ſtrengthen d by the ſad Fortune. of her Brother, whom ſhe judg d not 
well defended in the Battle; and both his Memory and herſelf injur d, in 
his Death's not being reveng d upon Philanax. This Heat of Reſent- 
ment was continually fomented by Ze/mane, who, ſince his Impriſon- 
ment, ſhe had chiefly convers d with; for, finding that Company ſeem d 
irkſome to the ſad Philaclea, and hers in particular deſpis d by the 
great Pamela, the generally ſpent moſt of her leiſure Hours with Zel- 
mans: For cho, at firſt, Lelmane's haughty Spirit coud but ill brook 
to fcign Civility to the Inſtrument of hers, and, what was more, of 
Philoctea's Ruin; yet ſo long an Exerciſe in the School of Miſery 
had taught her Cunning, which before her noble Nature was a Stran- 
ger to, and made her glad, at any Rate, to hear how the dear Object 
of her Wiſhes was diſpos d; for finding her Body made a Priſoner, 
her Valour over- powerd, her Penetration over- reach d, her Inclinations 
fruſtrated, her Blaze of Love eclips'd, certain of preſent Evils, and 
hourly apprehending greater. and more to come, acquainted with PHI 
clea's unhappy Fortune without being able to relieve her, ſhe was glad to 
catch at any Glimpſe of Hope. Long it was, thus labouring under theſe 
complicated Ills, &'er the Greatneſs of hor Soul wou d ſuffer her to vent 
her Griefs in unavailing Sorrow; her maaly Heart buſtling againſt Adver- 
ſity, hardly convinced by Reaſon, and her every Senſe, that ſhe cou d 
be diſtreſs d; but as if her Coutage had a Power to fright tlie very 
Walls, and fora them to give way, ſne wou'd dart out threatning 
Looks, as if her Eyes coud pierce a Way for her Enlargement; but 


the Weight of Anguifh growing heavier by Length of Time, it begun 
like 
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like a ſearching Cotroſive, to make het feel the Smarr ; and the little 
Eaſe her Thteats and Menaces ptomis'd, made her grow weary of that 
Entertainment; and as Rage maintains the ſhorteſt Government of any 
Paſſion that uſurps the Power oer our Souls, ſo, in a little time, Grief 
diſpoſſeſs d the Tyrant, and took his Place in our Heto's Breaſt, made 
him ſubmit to Sighs and Tears, and all the inward Marks of really 
being what his outward Form profeſs d; each Moment of paſt Hap- 
pineſs crowded to his Memory, but only ſety d, by the Compariſon, 
to make his preſent Griefs ſit heavier on him. 


Thus vainly exclaiming againſt Fortune, laying a thouſand little 
Plots, which were of no other Uſe bur to help wear away the Hours, 
did ſhe ſpend her Time, till Arteſia began to inſinuate herſelf in. 
to her Acquaintance ; but then ſuffering her Courage to ſubmit to 
Stratagem, ſhe endeavour d to gain the Intimacy of Arteſia, and more 
earneſtly, as ſhe often obſerv'd in her ſome Marks of inward Diſcon- 
tent; in which ſhe went ſo far, as often, when Zelmane wou'd ſooth 

| herſelf, with making the Princeſſes a Theme for Converſation, t. 
i | ging the noble Gratefulneſs of their Diſpoſitions, in never loſing the 
pl | Remembrance of even intended Services, tho' they were never put in 
8 Practice; invoking the Juſtice of the Gods not to ſir ramely by, and 
mg Tee ſuch Innocence oppreſs'd, ſuch Verrue made à Footſtep far ignoble 
9 Es Purpoſes ; and ſometimes ſhe wou'd venture gently to reproach Arte- 
ia, for having been the Inſtrument of Ruin to ſo much Merit that had 
never offended her, and who indeed were incapable of "injuring any 
body. In return to this, Arteſia wou'd, I fay, excuſe herſelf (tho 
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1 falſly, Heaven knows,) by ſolemnly avowing, that ſhe was herſelf 
* abus d in the Affair; for that her Meaning went no farther than a 
1 little harmleſs Sport; that ſhe was far from deſigning to draw the 
Will | Princeſſes into the Snare that was fince fallen on them; but in the 
WT ' midſt of theſe Aſſeverations, inſinuating how ungratefully ſhe had 
0 4 been uſed in return for that important Service, and dwelling ſo much 
"8 upon it, as plainly proved it was the ill Requital of her Services, and 
1 not their being ſo ill diſpos q, that was her Cauſe of Grief ; but, how- 

1 ever, ſince Zelmane found that as ſhe had been the Means of their Con- 
17188 finement, ſo by her they only cou'd have Hope of a Releaſe, She 
14/0 forced herſelf ro ſeem at leaſt perſwaded of her Innocence, and endea- 
9 voured to work her up by Flattery to her Purpoſes; telling her, that 
1 as ſhe had unwillingly been drawn in to perpetrate ſo great an Injury, 
| | | | the had now an Opportunity of making ample Recompence, by free- 
1 ing thoſe whom her Indiſcretion had impriſon'd, and fixing her Name 
Wl | with everlaſting Glory in Fame's eternal Annals; ſtill introducing how 
1 great an Opportunity this wou'd be, at once of doing the moſt con- 
. ; fummate Piece of Juſtice, and convincing Cecropia that her Power was 
i 1 not to be contemn d, nor her ſelf neglected, and ſhe fir tamely down 
Wl: . without revenging the Affront. This, hourly urged by the indu- 
. | ſtrious 
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ficious Captive, and puſh'd on by the Arts of Clinias, Arteſia. at 


laſt agreed to be of the Confederaty ; wherein all that Zelmane de- 
fir'd, was to have proper Weapons and Armour convey'd into her 
Chamber, believing that if ſhe cou'd once compaſs tliem, ſhe ſhou'd 
overcome every thing (how impracticable ſoever it might appear) 
which longing impatient Love cou'd hope, & or youthful Valour pro- 


miſe. 


But Clinias, whoſe Faith cou d never comprehend the Myſteries of 
Courage, and who knew no Way to gain his Point but by lurking 
Treaſons, perſwaded Arteſia to poyſon Amphialus; which the had of. 
ten an Opportunity of doing, becauſe ſhe always had been officious 
to make his Broths wlien lie was ill or wounded: This therefore C/;- 


nias Allotted for het Task, while he was tampering with the Guard 


that watch'd one of the Gates to open it (at a certain Signal) to 
the Enemy. Every thing being thus agreed upon, and ready to be 
put in Execution, they thought it proper ro acquaint the Princeſſes 
with their Deſigns, whom they did not in the feaſt doubt wou'd very 
readily come into all their Schemes, ſince they were ſo entirely for 
their Intereſt; and their Reaſon for letting them ſo eatly into the Plot, 
was, that they, by their Authority, might skreen them from the Fu- 
ry of the entring Soldiers, who in their firſt Heat might poſſibly not 
diſtinguiſh Friends from Foes ; and beſides, after the Buſtle was all 
over, they might be aſſuted that they were the firſt Inſtruments of 


their Delivery, and let their Gratittide reward that important Piece 


of Service, as they thought it merited. The firſt Opportunity they 
therefore had of being certain that the Ladies were alone, Clinias 
went to broach the Secret to Philoclea, and Arteſia to Pamela: Clinias, 
with Cap in Hand, and many awkward Phraſes, expatiated upon the 
great Exploit which was reſoly'd on in her Fayour, telling her every 
Particular of their Deſign, and how it was to be put in Execution. 
The gentle Maid with Patience heard him out; but her virtuous Mind 
was too btight a Place for lurking Treaſon to inbabir, and therefore, 
with a ſteady Look, ſhe anſwerd him, That if he cou'd have "Hl 
ence enough, by fair and open Means, to perſwade her Couſin 
give her Liberty, ſhe never wou'd forget the important Service, ber 
reward him fot it to her Extent of Power; but as for any treaſona- 
ble Practices, ſhe ſooner wou d ſubmit for ever to remain a Captive, 
than conſent to them; ſince ſhe was certain, that however her Cou- 
ſins Judgment might be mifled, yet {till he held for her the moſt ſin- 
cere Regard ; and therefore ſhe ſhou'd eſteem her ſelf a Prodigy of 
Baſeneſs and Ingratitude, ſhou'd ſhe conſent fo join in his Deſtruc- 
tion, tho' by ir ſhe ſhou'd infallibly gain her own Liberty. This un- 
expected Anſwer thunderſtruck Clinias, and frighren'd him ſo heartily, 
that he cou'd not preſently reſolve upon any other Method than to fall 
7 down upon his Knees, and conjure her, that ſince. whatever had been 
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intended, was wholly meant to do her Service, that ſlic wou'd prez 
ſerve the Secret; ſolemnly vowing, that ſince it was againſt her Judg. 
ment and Opinion, that he wou d proceed no farther in the Affair, but 
let it as entirely drop, as if it ne'er had been projected. The Prin- 
ceſs, deceiy'd by his feign'd Shew of Penitence, bid him be eaſy, 
and reſt aſſar'd, char while he kept his Word, he might depend on 
hers, which ſhe wou'd give him, that by her Means he ſhou'd nee 
be betray'd ; which Promiſe ſhe religiouſly perform'd. 


But her Condeſcenſion little avail'd the Traytor; for Arteſia having 
with Words much to the ſame Effect open'd their wicked Complor to 
Pamela, her ſteady Mind, reſolute in Juſtice, and ripe to know which 
Way to act in all Conjunctures, with Majeſty ſevere in her unmoy'd 
Demeanor, Infamous Wretch, ctyd ſhe, whoſe naughty Heart can 
find no Remedy for paſt Offences, but by perpetrating new Ones, 
thy own wicked Wiles have at laſt o ertaken thee ; the Net that thou 
prepareſt for others, is fallen on thy ſelf: As for me, I neither want 
thy Aid, nor will accept it; the Gods aſſert the Cauſe of injur'd Inno- 
cence, and, when their Wiſdom judges, it convenient, they will I truſt 
relieve me ; but ſhou'd they ſtill ſuffer my Enemies to triumph, T 
ſooner wou'd wear out my wretched Life in this inſufferable Bondage, 
than cer conſent to gain a guilty Liberty, or make my ſelf a Partner 
in thy execrable Treaſons, which tho the have already reach d 
my Body, ſhall ne er have Power to infect my Soul. Theſe laſt 
Words ſhe utter d in ſomething a louder Tone of Voice than ſhe was 
wont to uſe ; which made Cecropia (who accidentally juſt then came 

up to carry Pamela to a Window that overlook'd the Camp, that ſhe 
might ſee a Skirmiſh which ſhe imagin'd was among themſelves) en- 
quire, what was the Occaſion of them? Enquire of your faithful Ser- 
vant there, reply'd the Princeſs, and learn this Truth, that they who 
do with wicked Arts practiſe on thoſe they ought to pay Obedience 
to, will certainly reach the ſame Leſſon to their Inferiors, which one 

Day will fall heavy on themſelves. Cecropia deſir d her to explain; 
for, as for her Part, ſhe was at a Loſs to know the Meaning of this 
wondrous wiſe Reflection; but Pamela utterly refuſing to tell her any 
more, ſhe took her each-way guilty Maid, and with the Fear of Tor- 
ture, made her confeſs the whole Deſign ; ſo that Zelmane's Confine- 
ment was, if poſſible, encreas d; and Clinias, with his corrupted 
Mates, met the due Reward of Villainy. As for Arte/ia, the was 

only confin'd a Priſoner to her Chamber; Amphialus, in regard to 
the Loye he bore her Brother, not ſuffering any other Puniſhment to 
be inflicted on her, 
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The Noiſe that was heard in the Camp, and which occaſion'd Ce- 
cropia's coming up at that critical Juncture, was occaſion'd by the Ar- 
rival of Anaxius, Nephew to the great Giant Euardes, that met his 

1 Fate 
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Fate from Prince Pyrorleg almoſt unerting Hands; 4 Man of great 


Abilities of Body, exceeding firm of Limbs, and of ati almoſt incre- 
dible Strength; ſo skilful, and withal ſo lucky in the Affair of Arms, 
that withour the Help bf miotiffying Fame, he might juſtly be eſteem'd 
to ſtand the foremoſt in that Art; of an undaunted Courage; and; 

to do him Juſtice, of Merit ſuftcient to have renderd him a mo 
valuable Man, if the Source of it had not been Pride and Oſtenta- 
tion, and Injuſtice too often the Foundation of his Coutage ; yet no 
Man in any thing that related to himſelf more tenacious of his Right; 
or more tenderly ſenſible of an offerd Injury; vain.glorious to the 
laſt Degree ; ſo great a Boaſter, that, like Thraſd, he was ever mag. 

nikying his own Actions; and the Misfortune was, he ſeldom bragg d 
of more than he had Powet to perform. This Prince had fought ſe- 
veral Battles with Anphialus, but the God of War had prov'd ſo im- 
partial an Arbitrator, that neither Side pain'd the Advantage: At 
length, it happen'd that He teſcu'd Amphialus from an imminent Dan- 
ger, which by Treachery he was drawn into; Self Preſervation taught 
fith to love the Author of his Safety, and he valuing him for his 
equal Courage, they contracted as ſtrict a Friendſhip as cou'd be har- 
bour'd in ſo proud a Spirit as Andxius bore; who hearing (in his 
Travels to ſeek Pyrocles, who had deſtroy d his Unkle) of this Siege, 
and not thinking it neceſſary to enquire into the Jullice of the Cauſe 

his two Brothers being. with him, bur little his Inferiors in martial 
Actions, he took two hundred of his choſen Horſemen, and iving 
Orders to the reſt of the Forces to follow after him, he came 15 un- 
expectedly upon Baſs, Bus and his Troops, that a great many of them 
were deſtroy'd cer they knew their Enemy, or upon what Account 
they i met with ſuch cruel Treatment: He flew among the Ranks with- 
out Diſtintion, and wou'd molt certainly have caus'd a great De- 
' NruMion, but that the ever-watchful Phila was ſoon in Readineſs 
to give him a Repulſe, and with a prudent Haſte made ſuch a for- 
midable Head againſt him, as wou'd ſoon have taught him, that Cou- 
rage, without an equal Share of Conduct, is vain as Cowardice ; had 
not Amphialiis, the Moment that he was iaforind of Anaxize Arrival, 

iſſued out, and gaining, by brave Advances, one of the Forts which 
Bafſilius had built for that Occaſion, made Way for his Friend to pals, 
tho' not without great Slaughter on both Sides, but in particular, 

to the great Diſcouragement of Baſi Hus and his Army. 


When Anaxius was got ſafe into the Town, he was recciv'd with 
all the Pomp that a Place in that unhappy Circumſtance was capable 


of exerting ; Aniphialiis grateful Mind endeavouring to convince him 


that his Aſſiſtance was not more welcome, than his Preſence grateful: 
The Houſes were all illuminated as he paſs'd ; the Soldiers at each 
Watch were ready to ſalute him; all the 8 Perſons came out 


ro meet him, and fill up the 11 that follow d; while he marched on 
regardleſs 
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regardleſs of the Honours that were done him, or at leaſt as if they 
were no more than what he merited, and expected ſhould be ſhewn 
him. Thus homaged, thus admired, with Shouts of Joy and Accla. 
mation from the People, that eccho'd to the Heavens, Amphialus led 
him to his Mother; and preſenting him to her, begg'd her to receive 
and entertain him as one who had before preſerved his Life, and now 
was come a ſecond Time to help him keep what was much dearer to him. 
J am only ſorry, reply'd the Boaſter, that you are not encompaſs'd with 
a more numerous Hoſt of Enemies; were they all Kings and Princes, I ſoon 
would make em know how far Anaxius Arm can reach to right his Friend, 
and prove his own unconquerable Might : His Brothers gave a Smile of 
Approbation, as if he had but modeſtly ſpoke his own Praiſe ; while Am. 
phialus, who equally deſerved Applauſe, ſtood ſilent by, and acquieſced 
to all his Friend had ſpoken ; whoſe Tongue being employ'd fo fully 
in his own Commendations, was all that he had Room to do. Anaxius 
was very eager to iſſue out immediately, ſaying, that a few Hours 
would put an End to the Diſpute, and then it would be Time enough 
to repoſe himſelf : But Amphialus would not ſuffer it; but with many 
Arguments at length perſuaded him to be diſarm d; and after he had 
raken ſome Refreſhment, he 'ask'd him if he ſhould introduce him to 
the Princeſſes 2 I think, reply'd he, ſoftly whiſpering Amphialus, we 
had as good let that alone; for tho, my Friend, I am no Boaſter, 
yet to you I ſhall not ſcruple owning, that I ne er yet convers'd with 
any Women, but they ſtrait, unſought, beſtow'd their Hearts upon 
me ; now, as I could never yet perſuade my ſelf to have the leaſt Re- 
gard for that puling, paltry Sex, or think them worthy to ſhare the 
kaſt Degree of my Eſteem, I would not ſo far injure you, who 1 hear 
ſuffer your noble Nature to bear the Flaw of ſo trifling an Impreſſion, 
as to run the Hazard of gaining your Miſtreſs's Inclinations, when 1 
would not give Two-pence for the Poſſeſſion of her Perſon. Even the 
Partiality which Amphialus held for him, and his own natural gentle 
Diſpoſition, ceuld ſcarce keep him from reſenting this Prophanation 
of that Sex, in whom his every Wiſh in Life was center'd ; bur being 
_ acquainted with his Humour, he ſo far commanded himſelf as to let 
it paſs, and appear'd as eaſy, and entertained both him and his Bro- 
thers with as much ſeeming Gaiety, as the Anguiſh of his Love-ſick 
Heart would ſuffer him him to feign. The firſt Thing he did, was 
to reſign all his Power to Anaxzus, ordering the Soldiers to eſteem him 
as their General, from him to take their Orders, and receive the 
Word that went throughout the Watch; if any Grievances were to bc 
remedied, Anaxius was the Perſon through whom they were relieved ; 
and in ſhort, in every Thing be found himſelf complimented to the 
Height of his aſpiring Wiſhes. After Supper, which Entertainment 
was as elegant as the Frugality which muſt be obſerved in a Place be- 
ſieged would admit of, Amphialus ordered a compleat Conſort of Mu- 
ſick to be got ready in Barges upon the Lake, which fery'd a double 
5 Purpoſe; 
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Purpoſe ; for tho Anaxius believ'd it wholly meant for his Enterrain- 
ment, yet Ampbialus contriv'd it more with a View to entertain and 
relieve the Melancholly of the Idol of his Soul, the beauteous Pi- 


loclea. 1 


The Confort was made up of every Inſtrument, whoſe different 
Notes compoſe a perfect Harmony; the Silence of the Night con- 
tributed to make it more delightful ; the Stillneſs of the Water ro- 
bounded the Sound up to the Caſtle Walls, which with a proud Rever- 
beration diffuſing it through the Air; made the moſt inchanting Melo- 
dy, and ſuch as muſt have filld a Mind, not apt to turn each Sound 
to Diſcord, with perfect Rapture: When the Boats came under Ph:- 
Joclea s Window, Amphialus order'd them to ſtop, while ſeveral, cho- 
ſen Voices ſung ſome Verſes which he that Day compos d for the Oe- 
caſion; tho' well he might have ſpar'd himſelf the Labour, ſince, al 
nis Efforts alike were unſucceſsful to pleaſe the obdurate Maid, whoſe 
Heart was prepoſſeſsd in Favour of another, and therefore not to be 
affected with his moſt officious Services. Anaxius grew tir d e' er the 
Performance was half finiſh'd, and told Amphialus, that he was indeed 
oblig d to him for endeavouring to entertain him; but that, for his 
Part, no Muſick was grateful to his Ears, but the Sound of Trum- 
pets, Claſhing of Armour, and Cries of yielding Perſons; and there- 
fore earneſtly deſir d that the next Morning they might iſſue out up- 
on the Place where they had made a Breach that Day, not diſputing 
but that he ſhou'd very ſoon make them repent the attempting to be- 
ſiege Anaxius. Amphialus, who without the Allay of Self. Opinion 
was poſſeſs d of equal Courage, very readily conſented to this Re- 
queſt; and the next Morning giving a falſe Alarm to the other Side 
of the Camp, Anazxins, attended by his two Brothers, Lycurgus and 
Zoialus, ſallied out with a choſen Party of the Soldiers, while Am- 
phialus, at his Perſwaſions, ſtaid within the Town to ſee it carefully 
ſecur d and guarded : Baſilius having been the Day before ſo care- 
leſly ſurpriz'd, now endeavour'd to make up for that Defect, by be. 
ing perfectly provided for the moſt fierce Attack; and having more 
ſtrongly fortify'd his Holds, and particularly that which was over- 
thrown the Day before, that twas impoſſible for either Strength or 
Stratagem to prevail within; yet did Anaxins perform ſuch gallant 
Actions, as went almoſt beyond Belief with the moſt Credulous ; 
thrice, follow'd by his valiant Brothers, did he ſer up his Banner 
upon the Rampire of the Enemy, although as many Times, by the 
Multitude, Advantage of the Place, and more eſpecially by the Ar- 
rival of three freſh Knights, he was driven down, again: Numbers 
that memorable Day drop'd under his victorious Arm, and ſtood. ex- 
eus d in Fame, ſince 'twas to ſuch a Soldier as Anaxius that they 
yielded, | 
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And now he had ſo fat prevaild, that the Courage of Baſliur Sol. 
diers was deſcending towards their Feet, both himfelf and Philanax 
in vain endeavouring either by Authority or Engagement to ſtop theit 
Flight; which Amphialus ſeeing from the Turrets of the Caſtle, buoy'd 
up with ſuch a flattering Appearance of Victory, he came out with 
all his Army, not in the leaſt fearing but that Day wou'd put a Pez 


riod to the Siege. 


But that fanguine Hope was ſoon deſtroy'd, by the Enettiy's being 
unexpectedly reinforc'd with three ſtrange Knights, who came upon 
rhe Spur to their Relief; the firſt of them was in White Armour, the 
ſecond in Green, and the third in Black, who, both by that and his 
Device, was quickly known to be the fame Perſon, who the firſt 
Day that the Armies met, had given Fortune ſuch a Turn in her Ca- 


reer, by ſingly engaging with the, till then eſteem d, invincible Am- 


pbialus. The Moment his Preſence reach'd the Army, as if he had 
been the Quinteſſence of Courage, and cou'd infuſe Part of it into 
the coldeſt Breaſt, the very Cowards who were foremoſt in the Flight 
made Head again; and our new Heroes, not content with keeping the 
Enemy from their Rampires, leap'd boldly down amongſt them, and 
engaged Arm to Arm with Anaxius and his two valiant Brothers; but 
on which Side the partial Lot of Fortune wou'd have fallen, was lefc 
undecided ; for the Baſiliant, heated with the reflected Fire of their 
new Champions, preſs d forward with ſo much Vigour, that Amphia- 
tus Party were obliged, with ſome Precipitancy, to retire towards the 
Walls; tho' neither Reaſon, Fear, nor Conduct, cou'd make Anaxius 
ſtay the Fury of his Arm, till one of the B4/;ans, unworthy to have 
his Name fecorded, becauſe he poorly took Advantage, and. like a 
Coward, when he leaſt expected him, came behind, and with a trea- 


cherous Blow almoſt cut off one of his Legs, and he fell down blaſ- 


pheming Heaven, thar any of its Inffuences cou'd have Power to over- 
come him: His pernicious Breath wou'd undoubtedly then have been 
ſtopp d, but that Amphiatus flew to his Reſcue, and engag d the black 
Knight, while ſome of his Soldiers convey'd away Anaxius, and by 
that Action repay'd the Life for which he was before indebted ta 
him. | | tbr 2 


When he was gone, Ampbialus, unwilling that the whole Glory of 
the Day ſhou'd femain with him, exerted himſelf in ſd brave a Man- 
ner, and animated his Followers ſo much by his Example, tlrat the 
Fight began to be renew'd with as much Fierceneſs, as if that had 
been the firſt Scene of Action; bur Baſilius, knowing that twas im- 
poſſible his Men cou'd long hold our, and fearing leſt their Raſhneſg 
being ſo overheated, ſhou'd endanger his late Champions, whom he 
earneſtly defird to know, he order d a Retreat to be founded; 

| which 
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which, tio ſoonet they heatd, but they drew Back their Swords, tho” 


eaget to advance, and thirſty for the Blood of theit brave Adverſaries; 
but in particular it mortify'd the Black Knight's Hopes, who, knowing 
Amphialus, he cou'd not reſiſt telling him, that tho' this was the ſe- 
cond time lie had eſcapd him, yet he muſt not always depend upon 


the ſame good Fortune; for that he very ſoon ſhou'd even all Accounts 


with him, and bring him to a Reckoning. Amphialus anſwer'd his Threats 
without the leaſt Emotion, only telling him, thar he ſhou'd find him 
no diſhonourable Paymaſter ; and finding that his Soldiers were a good 


deal hurt in Body, and diſmay'd in Mind, he W them with his 


uſual Calmneſs and ſuceeſsful Conduct. 


The Fighir being ceas'd, and each Side terird within their Holds, 
Biuſilius ſent Philiman to the ſtrange Knights, deſiring that they wou'd 
let him know to whom he was oblig d, that he might pay them the juſt 
Honours which was due to their uncommon Merit; but they excuſing 
_ themſelves,  begg'd that they might firſt, by ſome meritorious Actions, 

prove themſelves worthy of his Notice; and aſſuring him, that then 
they wou'd not ſcruple giving him the Information he deſit 0. Phila 
nax finding that to preſs them further wou d be diſagreeable, ſuffer d 
them to retire to a Tent of their own pitching, a little Diſtance from 
the Camp; where they remain d in private whilft he was calf'd' away 
to receive another Knight, whoſe Manner and Deportment rais'd great 
ppt perth in him, as well as inall the Soldiers, as he Pave, 


Before kim rode four Ladies, aud behind an equal Number, dicks'd 


in ſuch a Habit as wou'd ſuit the moſt dejected Mind; they were all 
mounted upon Milk white Horſes, with Servants leading them, whoſe 


Fable Liveries ſeem'd to anſwer their Ladies Griefs. The Knight 


himſelf, whio fill'd the Center of this odd Parade, was all in Armour; 
upon which was painted a gaping Sepulchre, as if its hollow Womb 


was hungry for its proper Food of deſtin'd Mortals ; his Horſe's Fur- 
niture Was painted o'er with Cypreſs Branches, ſuch as in Times of 


old were thought a proper Ornament for Graves; his Baſes, which in 
a peculiar manner almoſt reach d his Ancles, were embrotder'd up 
and down with earthy- colour d Worms, which were ſo excellently 
well painted, that they ſeem d to craw! cowards him, as if they were 
half ready to devour him; the Impreſſa in his Shield was the Por- 
traiture of a little Child, reprefented as having two beauteous Faces; 
but the one all pale and languid, as if juſt bereaved of Life, che other 
drooping as if it wou d not long ſutvive its Eounterpare ; che Motto, 


No laſting Union but Man 


The Soldiets were vety curious to know who it Was 6 has thus conceal'd 


himſelf under this ſtrange Appearance; but nor being able to find out, 


they gave him (upon Account of his Furnirure) the Name of che 
Anighi 
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Knight of the Trat; who, veiy eiwily ſent to deſire. Bg ls this 


his Title, the Affinity there was between them ſhou'd put a Bar to 


Stranger, who was now very near him, he perceiv'd that he had 


given himſelf the Pleaſure of looking up to Philocleas Window, ho- 


he turn'd his Eyes down again, he found that the Knight was alighted 


that defenſive Poſture, nimbly quitted his Horſe, and had recourſe to 


Swords, for ſome time, keeping them in equal Action; but Amphia- 


240 ; Sir Philip Sidney's An A1 


he might have Leave to convey a Challenge to Amphialus. Baſi. 
lius was very glad to find he had a Friend (as he imagin' d) yet 
left to aſſert his Cauſe, not finding any left in his own Camp for- 
ward to undertake it in that manner; and ordering a Herald imme. 
diately to be got ready, he ſent him to wait upon one of the Ladies, 
which the ſtrange Knight appointed to bear the Challenge. - When ſhe 
came into the Town, Amphialus being inform'd of ſo fair an Ambaſſa- 
dreſs, came out himſelf to meet her: She us'd not many Words, her 
riſing Griefs and guiſhing Tears, ſtill intercepting the Paſſage of them; 
but with ſome Difficulty deliver d a ſhort but emphatick Challenge 
from the Knight of the Tomb ; who had took up that Name from the 
Murmur of the Soldiers, being before underermin'd what he ſhou'd 
aſſume. Amphialus, in a very gallant manner, accepted the Defiance; 
but bid the Lady tell her Maſter, that if his Mind was anſwerable to 


Enmity. But the Meſſenger; without making any Reply, drew back 
and haſted to the Knight; who, as ſoen as Amphialus was in Readi- 
neſs, ferry d over (attended with his Women, and a Judge ſent. by 
Baſilius) into the Iſland; where Amphialus met him, and with his 
uſual Gentleneſs, deſir d, chat before they engag he Oy nur © ſome | 
Converſation with him. 


Bur the Knight drawing back, without giving any Anſwer, bew 
chat he had no Inclination to a Parly ; but advancing his Launce upon 
his Thigh, gave him the Signal to go to the other End of the Career; 
which he ſoon did, waiting the Start of his Adverſary, and keeping 
his Spurs in Readineſs to forward the Swiftneſs of his Horſe; but 
when his Staff was in his Reſt, and he was coming down to meet the 


miſs d his Reſt; upon which the ever generous Amphialus wou'd not 
ſuffer his Launce to deſcend, but with a Flouriſh wav'd it over the 
Head of his then favour d Enemy; and having ſtop d his Horſe, and 


ping that ſhe might poſſibly be there, and bleſs his Sight: When 


off his Horſe, and thrown away his Launce, as vex'd that he had made 
no better uſe of it, and drew his Sword, as if he meant with that to 
make amends for his former want of Skill. Amphialus ſeeing him in 


his Sword alſo, his noble Nature eſteeming it no Victory which Ad- 
vantage gave him; and the other adyancing with much Eagerneſs, he 
with defenſive Shield and Sword aloft, with more Bravery and Con- 
duct than Anger and Refentment, almoſt clos'd with him; their 


las, whoſe better Genius long had been predominant, and was not 
yet 


— 


* 


yet o erpower'd to leave its Darling Charge; and alſo being in himſelf 
n Maſter in ſuch Encounters, perfectly acquainted with the Advants- 
ges which the Ground afforded, and skilful to make the utmoſt Uſc 
bf thoſe Advantages, he in a very little Time made numbetrleſs Sluices 
for the,Stranger's Blood to iſſue our at; when his noble Mind, un- 
willing that the Puniſhment ſhou'd exceed the Offence, ſtep'd back and 
held his Arm: Moſt worthy Knight, ſaid he, you muſt be ſenſible 
that the Almighty Powers favour my Cauſe, therefore forbear to op- 
poſe its irreſiſtible Decrees; put up your Sword, and when you next 


employ that and your Courage, ler” it be againſt one that really is 


your Enemy; as for me, I have in no Degree deſerv'd your Enmity. 
Thou lyeſt, inhumane Traytor, reply'd the Knight, in a weak tho 
expreſſive Tone; thou art the only One on Earth that haſt injur'd me 
paſt Forgiveneſs. This unexpected, and, as he thought, unmerited 
Reproach, turn d all Amphialus former Gentleneſs into Rage. Thou 
very Wretch, reply'd he, in a ſcornful Tone, who only can ſt excel 
in Madneſs and churliſh Falſhood, ſoon ſhalt thou repent this baſe un- 
manlike Treatment, and prove thy Tongue has given thy Heart tlie 
Lye. With that he doubled every Blow, and giving him a ſharp 
Wound upon the Neck, he clos'd with him, and throwing him down 
with the Fall, gave him a mortal Wound quite through the Body, and 
then kneel'd down, intending to take off his Helmet, and make him 
- renounce what he had ſpoke, or take his Head to pay the Forfeitute. 


But his Purpoſe was ſoon chang d, and his Rage abated; for when 
he had taken off the Helmit, there fell from it a large Quantity of 
flowing Hair, which mov'd the Curioſity of Amphialus more nearly 
to obſerve the beauteous Face, which before the Helmit cover'd ; and 
Toon, to his Aſtoniſhment and unutterable Grief, he found that cwas 
the hapleſs Fair Parthenia: Her Beauties ſeem'd, if poſſible, augriiented 
by her Diſtreſs ; nor ceu'd the Agonies, of Death, which then were 
on her, nor thoſe more piercing Ones ſhe had ſuſſer d cer ſince the 
Loſs of Argalus, eclipſe her Charms: indeed the Fire of her Eyes 
were damp'd with continual weeping, bur fir from being leſs attrac- 
tive; thus languiſhingly ſweet, they ſeem'd, if poſſible, more mo- 
ving. This unexpected Sight of Horror ſo much affected the gene- 
rous Amphialus, that he ſtood for ſome Time quite motionleſs ; the 
various Paſſions of Grief, Compaſſion, Sliame, and Remorſe, ſtruggled 
within his Breaſt, each ſtriving for a Paſſage, and neither being able to 


But his firſt Employment wis to pull off his Head-piece and 
_ Gauntlet, and then kneeling down by the_dying Fair, wich Tears 
witneſſing the Sincerity of his Grief, ro offer her his Aid; aſſuring 
Her, that all his future Life he ſhou'd eſteem too little ro convince 
her how much he regretted being the Inſtrumepr of her Unliappineſs : 
N ne r "7 "Mk 
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But ſhe, who now was very ſenſible that her defit'd Fate was near at 
Hand, juſt caſting her Eyes on him, and then turning them haftily 
away, as from a joyleſs Object, My Lord, ſaid ſhe, in a faint Voice, 
if an Enemy's Requeſt has any Power to move, all that I have to 
ask, is, that you'd ſuffer my ſad Women to convey away my Body, 
untouchd by your too late officious Fingers; my Angalus is not ſo 
ſoon forgot, that I ſhou'd ſuffer the ſmalleſt Act of Friendſhip from 
his Murtherer : No, my Lord, your Hands already have beſtow'd 
on me the only Favour T cer wou'd have accepted from them, for 
which you not only have my Pardon, but my unfeigned Thanks: 
There nothing now remains, but that T haſte to live eternally with 
him, to ſave whoſe precious Life J wou'd, if poſſible, have died ten 

thouſand Deaths. Here pauſing, and half fainting, her Attendants, 

with their Endeavours, brought het a little to her ſelf again; and then, 

with fault'ring Tongue, O Argalus, ſaid ſhe, we ſoon ſhall meet, ne- 

ver to part again; this Satisfaction not even thy Loſs cou d rob. me 

of ; and all the heavenly Powers can witneſs for me, that ſince thy 

Death T have not enjoy d a Moment's Eaſe, not even in a Dream; 

my Eyes, ſince they were depriv'd of thy much-loy'd Preſence, have 

abhorr'd the Light, and every Object that it preſented to their aching 

Sight; but, Argalus, T come where never more thou ſhalt be ſhaded 

from them! O God of Mercy, in thy Infinity of Goodneſs forgive 

my Faults, and grant we may eternally enjoy each other in thy hea- 

venly Manſions, where no interfering Accident will have a Power of 

parting us. This grant, O gracious Lord, and the 
Here infernal Atropus cut off her Sentence; for caſting up her Eyes 

as if ſhe wou'd not leaye even a laſt Look. on Earth, her noble Soul 
commenc'd its Flight, and left that Body in which it r had endur'd 

the moſt conſummate Miſery. 
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Amphialus, whoſe gentle Heart was almoſt tore in Pieces with the 
diſmal Sight, in Compliance with her Deſire, was retir'd from her, 
while the Judges, with unavailing Pity, were difarming her, and her 
Women vainly endeavouring to ſtanch her Wounds ; and 'twas ſome 
conſiderable Time e er they were ſenſible that their Care was wholly 
needleſs ; but when they found ſhe was indeed expir'd, Expreſſion is 
roo poor to paint the Deſpair and Horror of her faithful Servants ! 
One of her Women, more fayour'd by her than the reſt, wou'd 
at once have ended her Concern by falling on her Lady's Sword, but 
that the Squire of Amphialus by Force prevented her; the reſt, whoſe 
Paſſions were of equal Strength, tho' their Reſolution weaker, fell to 
tearing their Cloaths and Hair, falling upon the ſenſeleſs Body, and 
calling on the diviner Soul of their dead Miſtreſs, as if it wou'd at 

their Entreaties leave celeſtial Happineſs, again to mingle with thoſe 
Elements of Sorrow, curſing themſelves for having carry'd their Obe- 
dience to ſuch a Point, as brought forth what they falſely term'd their 
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Lady's Ruin, blaming their Weakneſs in being deceiv'd by her Words; 


that bore a double Meaning, when ſhe aſſur'd them, that Heaven 
had reveald it to her, that ſhe ſhou'd compaſs all ſhe hop'd in the 
Battle againſt Amphralus; kiſſing a thouſand Times her more than 
Clay-cold Lips, and bidding her ten thouſand Times adieu, who was 
happily inſenſible to all their Tenderneſs. Inſatiate Fame ſtood ready 
to catch at ſuch a Novelty, yet cou'd not help ſpreading the Accidenr 
through the Camp in ſuch mournful Accents, that, as if it had infected 
the very Air with Sorrow, no Heatt ſeem'd Proof againſt rhe direful 
Contagion. Baſilius, and the ſad Cynecia, who was come into the 
Camp under Pretence of viſiting her Husband, tho' in Reality Zel- 
mane was the Saint to whom her Pilgrimage was directed, went out to 
meet the Body, paying it all the Honours which the greateſt Soldier 
ſhould claim from tliem, and attended by all thoſe of the Atmy that bore 
the leaſt Diſtinction; Baſilius himſelf chiefly aſſiſting in the Ceremony, 
they convey d it to a Church about a Mile from the Camp, where 
 Argalus was before interr'd, and plac'd her in the ſame Sepulchre, 
undivided in Life and Dearth, ordering a coſtly Monument to be 


erected upon it, with both their Effigies in Marble, and engraved 


with an Epitaph, ſetting forth tlie Merits of their Life, and their un- 
1 8 and miſerable End. 


The Ceremony being ended; with Eyes o'er-flow'd in Tears, and 
Tongues that then ſeem d to mike it all their Buſineſs to ſpeak En- 
comiums on the wretched Lovers, they returned in mournful Order 
to the Camp; their Hate ſtill more encreaſing againſt the innocent Am- 


phialus, innocent of that direful Maſſacre, tho' his guilty Hands were 


the Occaſion of it ; who, unhappy Creature ! was for that very Rea- 
ſon deeper involved in Woe than any of them; for his tender Heart, 
which would have grieved but to have heard ſo fatal an Accident 
tecited, was rent in Pieces when he reflected on himſelf as the 


Author of it; not even the firmeſt Reſolution, which he undoubtedly 


was po poſſeſs'd of, could ſo far get the better of his Paſſion, but that 
he took his Sword, which juſtly was eſteemed the greateſt Curioſity 


in its Kind that the World &er produced, and broke it, if poſſible, 


into a thouſand Pieces, (which afterwards he had Reaſon ſeverely to 


J 


repent) ſaying, That it was neither worthy to be employ d in Deeds 


of generous Arms, nor to ſtrike a valiant Foe, ſince it had been the 
Inſtrument of Deſtruction to fo excellent a Creature. Thus filld with 
torturing Thoughts, and Anguiſh in his Looks, he returned to the 
Caſtle, and immediately betook lim to his Bed, not with ſo vain a 
Hope as to imigine he could relieve his reſtleſs Mind, but to avoid 
all Company, which now was grown diſguſtful to him; beſides, he 
then could give an uninterrupted Scope to his melancholly Reflections, 
and indulge his Memory in the deſtructive Recollection of all the fa- 
tal Accidents with which his Life had wreſtled: This laſt, which he 


ANT Te: | eſteem'd | 


| effects by much the moſt ſever he look d upon not only a8 Cor! 


for the inexorable Philoclea, to whom he had behav'd in ſo petplex d 
à manner, that he knew not which Title he deſery'd the maſt, that of 


ſelf, his Mother cou d, with the utmoſt Juſtice; prove him not to be in 


no Body but himſelf to blame for his ill Succeſs ; for that, with his 
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firmation of all the former, but a Preſage of following Miſery, and 
ſharper Ills to come. Thus buſied in ſelfivracking Thonglixs, he 
ſpent the tedious Night, keeping his Eyes upon che Stretoh ſpite 
of the lulling Darkneſs ; and when the Dawn appear d, he haſtily drew 
his Curtain to bar the chearful Light, determining not to partake che 
Comfort of the Day, nor ſhare the Eafe of Night. Thus reſtleſy 
he toſs id and turn'd his weary Pillow, till his Mother, whoſe harden d 
Heart ne er felt the leaſt Degree of Tenderneſs but for him, came to his 
Bed; and beginning in an affectionate manner gently to chide him for 
ſuffering a weak unprofitable Sorrow like a Cancer to prey upon his 
Youth, and nip his Pleaſures in the Bud, he turn'd his heavy Eyes 
towards her, and in broken Sentences, ;the Tempeſt of his Paſſion not 
ſuffering them to be pronounced entite, he begun to repeat to her the 
very dreadful Shocks he had ſuſtain'd, and the many unwilling ones 
he had given to others; as the Death of Philoxenus, and thro his, that 
of the good Temothens ; his bringing to Deſtruction ſuch an inimitable 
Pair as Argalus and his virtuous Wife; which made him think that he 
was pointed out by Heaven as an Inſtrument for Ruin where-&er he 
came : Burt the greateſt Grief he labour'd under, and in which the reſt, 
flagrant as they were, were almoſt ſwallow'd, was his fatal Love 


an humble Slave, or a "commanding Maſter ; ſince on one Side he was 
a Suppliant, and on the other the Perſon ſutd: unto ; upbraiding his 
Mother, that yer he found no Fruit of all her gilded Promiſes;c&mplai n= 
ing that ſhe had buoy'd him up with empty Hope that ſtill diffus'd and 
vaniſh'd into unprofirable Air, for that he found no Alteration in Phi- 
lotlea; or if any, twas ſtill more to his Diſadvantage; and now his 
unhappy Fate had drawn him to ſuch Extreams, that he was'conſcious 
he merited the moſt cruel Treatment. As to the Accuſation of him? 


fault, altho he was the unhappy Cauſe of ſuch ſad Events, and con- 
ſequently with Reaſon urge, that he ought not to lay the Wright of 
Blame upon himſelf ; but when ſhe came to anſwer to the Sum of all 
his Griefs, her Oratory fail'd her. She found he was no longer to be 
baffled with falſe Promiſes and feign d Delays ; and therefore ſhe plain- 
ly told him, that 'twas in vain longer to flatter him, for that ſhe had 
not the leaſt Proſpect of prevailing ; but withal told him, that he had 


idle Flatteries, he had made the Girl think ſo highly of herſelf: that 
ſhe diſdain'd all reaſonable Offers; that when firſt he had her in his 
Power, he ſhou'd have made her Wee Obedience was her Part, and 
not have treated her as if he had been her Slave; that he had paid ſo 
much unneceſſary Court to her, that ſhe really thought the Way to pre- 


ſerve her Power, was ſtill to treat c him fo unworthily; but notwith- 
0 ſtanding 
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ſtanding that, he was himſelf the Maſter of his Happineſs, ſince he had 


pleas'd, by Force ſecure thar which the peeviſh Obſtinacy of a vain 
fooliſh Girl deny'd him, but what afterwards ſhe wou'd thank him for 
commanding. O Madam, reply d Ampbialus, my foreboding Heart has 
long inform'd me, that the malicious Influence of my evil Stars wou'd 
till hobo wo and baffle all your Efforts to relieve my Sorrows ; but yet 

aſſure your ſelf, I wou'd ſubmit to be (if poſſible) ten chouſand Times 
more wretched than I am, rather than take the Method you propoſe ; I 
ſooner wou d pull out thoſe Eyes that taught me to diſtinguiſh her ſupe- 


If all my Aſſiduity, my anxious Care to pleaſe, and my unbounded 
Paſſion, attended with that Reſpect which I wou d pay to Heaven, can 


forgive the Gods a future Heaven, ſince perfect Happineſs will be my 
portion here; but if my Doom is ſign'd in Fate's irrevocable Book, 
and I muſt fall a Sacrifice to her fix d Averſion, J ſhall meet my Fate 
witch this Alleviation, that as ſhe cou'd not be prevailed on to make 


it was in my Power: No, Madam, inſatiate Luft {till plays the Ty- 
rant, but generous. Love knows no way but by Submiſſion to gain its 
End : By all my Pangs, I never yet approached. her, bur the Coldneſs 
of her Virtue froze my Soul, as much as her inſpiring Beauties fired 
my Blood; nor. cou'd I, tobe Lord of all the Univerſe, and what is 


denies to give. . 


* my F = Pads d Cectopia, I find you are little «kill in the 
Caprices of our Sex; your timerous Love will never ſuffer you to ſuc- 
cecd ; you fear ſo much to offend, that, take my Word for it, you 
ne er will pleaſe : Beſides, how are you ſure you ſhall offend? The only 
Reaſon you have to ſuſpect it, is becauſe a ſqueamiſh Minks, unknow- 


your Sadneſs checks the leaſt Degree of riſing Mirth, I cou'd di- 
vert my ſelf excecdingly to ſee how ignorant you are, and how little 
fir to manage our whimſical and unſtable Sex; are you, ar theſe Years, 
to be inform d, that the Hearts and Tongues of Women rarely, very 
rarely, go together 2 A ſingle Negative, in a Woman's Mouth, often 
bears as much the Senſe of an Affirmative, as a double one coming 


Lovers; but, believe me, we ſeldom, in our Hearts, think it a per- 
fection. Each Virtue has its peculiar Seaſon: If in a Battle you ſhou'd 
command a Soldier to lead up the Ranks, and he, under pretended 
Modeſty, ſhou'd gi ve Place to another; wou d not you rather term that 
Cowardice 2 This is your Caſe; Love is your General, and he bids you 
dare: Tis he commands you to march boldly on, ſpight of all Letts, 
ated . Tere and 


been ſo weak as to plate it in ſuch a Trifle, and might, whenever he 


rior Charms, rather than they ſhou'd look on her but with the utmolt Awe. 


at length have Power to move and influence her in my Favour, I ſhall 


me happy, I never did attempt by Force to gratify my Paſlion, tho 


more, of her, even in Thongs Adempt to gain by Fores * NG 


ing in her own Happineſs, refuſes to accept it. Believe me, but that 


from any other. We think it neceſſary to cry up Modeſty in our 
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and will Amphialus prove himſelf a! Paſtard ? Is nor each Age, each 
Hiſtory, producive of Examples to excite you to this neceſfary Reſo- 
lution? Can you believe that Theſaus wou deter have gait'd Auriope 
with folded Arms and Womaniſh Complainings? No, he tobk a nobler 
Method, he boldly ſeiz d his Prey, and that in ſpiglie of alf her Am. 


 Zonian Arts, which, from her Youth, the had been traln d in; and b,. 


the Conſequenee of their Amour, twas plain ſhe was not poſſeſsd e 

that Coldneſs or Averſion to him, which ſhe wou d have perſwaded the 
World to think: Did not the famous Hercules firſt deſtroy the Father, 
and then rape the Child? Yer afterwards this lamented Orphan not 
only forgave the Raviſher, but deek d her own fair Shoulders with the 
Lion's Skin, and made a Piay-thing of that Club which had been the 
Inſtrument of her Father's Murther ; But what moſt proves my Argu- 
ment, is the Behaviour of the famed Helin, whom Hiſtory is fo proud 
to mention: You ſee, ſhe ne er cou'd brook the unmannerfy adoring 
Menelaus, but diſdain'd his humble Love, and loath'd his Gentleneſs; 
while for the daring courageous Paris the fronted both Shame und 
Danger; but notwithſtanding that, when Menelans, urgd by his 
Wrongs, pull d up a noble Spirit, and by Force recover d her, ſhe 
liked the Raviſher, the? ſhe abhorr'd the Husband. We all of us are 
pleas'd to have the Excuſe of Force to ſhield our Inclinations under, or 
to reveal the truer Cauſe, Pardon me, O my Sex, if J reveal thoſe 
Secrets, which, as a Woman, I ought to hold moſt facred, ſince no- 
thing bur the Welfare of my darling Child cou'd tempt me to it ! We 
ever believe our Lovers either nor poffeſs d of ſo high a Paffion, as we 
think our ſelves capable of inſpiring, or elſe that they want natural 


Fire, unleſs they give us ſome ſpeaking Proofs of their Vixacity. 1 


have known more Inſtances than one, of Ladies high in Birth, and 
nicely bred, who have been courted by the molt beautiful, moſt wife 
and valiant Men the Age afforded, and yet refus d them all, becauſe 


they ſo awefully and ſuperſtitioufly adds d them; and after yield 


to their Inferiors every Way, that have taken a more refolute and 
bolder Courſe. Believe me, Son, we were deſfign'd by Nature to ſub- 
mit to your ſuperior Force ; your Flattery before Poſſeſſion wou'd per- 
ſuade us that you are our Slaves, but who will ſearch into the Truth 
of Things, will find that Nature meant us yours; and whoever uſes 
Intreaties where they may command, will find themſelves but ill 
obey d. The ſturdy Horſe, when mounted by a tim'rous Rider, frisks 


and bounds, and will not be reſtrain d; while the more experienc'd 
one may guide him with the loofeſt Rein. Therefore, my dear Am- 
phtalus, ſhake off this deſtructive Niceneſs, theſe minute Punctilio s of 


falſe Honour; remember that you are a Man, behave like one, and 
take my Word for it, the moſt {queamiſh of our Sex will like you in 


- that Character, tho they deſpiſe you in one which more properly be⸗ 


t to them. 
, Amphialus 


N Aan, by Met. 5 cs 34¹⁷ 


| Zinpbialys Was oſt going to roply: to this long Haratigue, when one „„ 
&« his Gentlemen came to let him know thar there was a, Meſſenger 
waited: from the Camp. with a Letter, which he ſaid mull, be deliver d 
into his; ewn Hands; he immediately order d him to be introduc'd, 
and raking tlie Letter, he brake the Seals, and owe; ir contain the 


bolowing Words. ene 99 


5 


« T2 chad. Ane Subject of Arcadia, the? profes- d 5 
to its Government, the Forſaken Knight wiſhes an Encreaſe ; 
« of Health and Courage, that he may be the Taſtroment of relieving 
% thy injur d Country, and puniſhing thy Treaſons in the fame Man- 
« ner that thou haſt maſt audaciouſly propos d, and with too fatal a 
Succeſs maintain d. To prove the Juſtice of this Accuſation, I will, if 
« thy Heart fail thee not before thro? Guikinefs, meet thee in the Iſland, 
4 240 the fame as the late unhappy Knights have done; or if 
| * you. have any. Objection either to the Time, Place, or Weapon, 
« ſpeak it freely, and I ſhall acquieſce to any rcaſanable Alteration 
jn either of them, ſo that the Subject of my Challenge is but ac- 
„ cepted: If you have any Sparks af Honour which remain un- 
„ quench'd, your Anſwer will be ſuch as I defire it. Farewell; and 
8 take this anion not to Ns on Life Wan than till wo meet. 
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ee cad this keen Ianottine. with a dap Sigh his aggra- 
vating Melancholly half perſwading him that he morited thoſe ſevere 
Reproaches: But however he accus'd himſelf, his Cqurage wau'd not 
1 ſuffer him to take ſuch Uſage from another without Reſentment ; and 
e, n for Pen ang Ink, he wrote the following Anfwey,” 


70 the ronsaxEx Kxichr. 


1 EK my Birth and Station abe hold me wel aevi, ſhow'd 7 
< paſs over a Deftance from ſo obſcure a Hand, as either wants 

3 Name, or is aſham'd to own it; yet be aſſurd Amphialus will nor 
2 belle a fair Engagement, tho wich the meaneſt Adverſary: I there- 
< fore ſhall, without Delay, be ready to meet you in the Place ap- 
« pointed, without any great Apprehenſions from your boiſterous 
« Threats, ſuch haughty Words generally taking from the Force of 
% Blows; I will but arm my felf, and then attend you in the Iſland, 
« * where I doubt not but to convince you that my Life will not be 

_ © purchasd at quite ſo cheap a Rate as your e b have pro- 

9 Ni, Farewel. 
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When he had wrote and deliverd this Anſwer, the Herald told 
him, that if he approv'd of it, his Lord wou'd bring two Knights 


with him to be his Patrons; which he very readily agreed to; and 


then reſolutely withſtanding all his Mother's Importunities, he 
put himſelf in Readineſs for the Engagement, tho! not wearing 
his uſual Armour, but ordering one to be brought him that bore the 
Reſemblance of his afflicted Mind, being all a perfect Sable; in his 
Creſt he wore the Knife of Philaclea, which his Mother had taken 
from her the firſt Night of her Impriſonment. Being thus arm d, he 
ferry d over to the Iſland, taking with him the two Brothers of Anaviu, 
where he found the forſaken Knight already waiting for him atrir'd in 
his own ſad Livery ; his Armour being Black as the RefleQion of ſe- 


vereſt Sorrow; their very Horſes were anſwerable to their Dreſs, 


not having ſo much as one Star of White about them. Thus 
match'd, in all Appearance, one wou'd have thought them the Sons 
of Sorrow, that were there met in order to decide who had the greateſt 


Right to the Inheritance of Grief. 


Amphialus Mind, made tender by that ſoftning paſſ ion Love, was 
ſo affected by this Reſemblance: that, without advancing his Launce, 


or drawing his Sword, he rode gently up towards the Similitude of 


his own Miſery; and being very deſirous to put off the Combat, 
his boding Heatt reſtraining him from being forward to it, Sir Knight, 
ſaid he, as we are Men, and conſequently always ought to have a 
Reaſon, and a good one, for our Actions, inform me why you are 
thus eager to fight with one, that never, to his Knowledge, did you 
Injury. You might, reply'd the Knight, have better ask'd this 
Queſtion of your own guilty Conſcience ; but ſince that refuſes to in- 
form you, know, that tis becauſe with impious Hand you lay Re- 
ſtraint, where you owe unlimited Obedience ; and injure, with re- 
bellious Fury, thoſe Ladies, who ought to be Commandreſſes of the 
habitable World. Put up your Sword, reply'd Amphialus, I will not 
fight with you upon this Quarrel ; I perfectly agree with you in all 
that you can urge upon that Subject; but yet the Blame may, with 
more juſtice, be laid upon the Tyrant, Love, and the Influence of 
their reſiſtleſs Beauties, that has urg d me on to Actions for which 
I muſt abhor my ſelf. But further, ſaid the Forſaken Knight, I will 
maintain that thou art much unworthy of that Paſſion plac'd in ſo 
divine a Creature. That too I perfectly acknowledge, anſwer'd Am- 
phialus, ſince Nature ne er yet form'd a Man ſo exquiſitely meritorious, 


as to deſerve that Honour; but yet, I think, I have as good a Title 


as another, ſince no Breaſt can harbour a more ſincere or awful Paſ- 
ſion. Yes, reply'd the Stranger, I claim a better Right, ſince what I 
can t obtain by Merit, T wou'd not accept by Violence. 


eAmphialns 
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Aupbialus was «fo fired with this Anſwer, e imagining that 
the-Stranger: was his Rival, who, with equal Injuſtice, thought the 
fame of him,) that in a Moment he baniſhed all Deſire of Reconcilia- 
tion; and waiting no Signal but his own exaſperated Fury, without 
attending the Ceremony of the Judges Trumpets, or his own Launce, 
he drew our his Sword, and only ſaying, With This, falſe Traytor, 
will I prove, that in thy Throat thou, lyeſt, his Blows followed his 
Words as ſwiftly as Thunder does the blaſting Lightning; but his till 
now unconquerable Arm gave not a Blow but what was returned wich 
Intereſt: Never before were Combatants ſo juſtly matched; not the 
moſt nice Obſerver could diſtinguiſh which had the Advantage, or 
make the leaſt Judgment who was molt likely to overcome: The very 

Elements conſpir d to give them an uninterrupted Opportunity of ur- 
ging the doubtful Victory; the Sun afforded them Light ſufficient to 
dire their Blows, but did not ſhine out in its full Luſtre ſo as to dazzle 
either theirs or the Spectators Eyes; the Winds were huſh'd, che Earth 
compos'd, as if all Nature ſympathis'd to give a fair and even Oppor- 
runity to thoſe two Maſter-picces of its Handy-Work, to prove (what 
ne'er before cou'd be determin d) which was moſt excellent. Deſtru- 
ctive Jealouſy ſtood ready as an Incendiary to foment their Rage; and 
every time they caſt their Eyes up to the Caſtle Window, their F ury 
and Reſentment fetch d from thence freſh Fewel. Long the Figlit con 
tinu'd, while Fortune ſtood Neuter by, and wou'd not give on either 
Side the Victory; which ſo urg d Amphialus, that recollecting all his 
Strength, he gave the Stranger ſuch a Blow upon his Head, as for 
ſome Moments made him inſenſible of any Injury; his Arms no longer 
cou'd defend their Maſter, but drop'd his Sword, not being able to 
make uſe of it; and he was juſt upon the point of falling off his 
Horſe, when Amphialus, willing to purſue the Advantage he had 
gain'd, dealt his Blows ſo thick, that the noble Beaſt, enflam'd wick 
the Smart he felt, trotted ſome Paces on one Side, and gave his Ma- . 
ſter Time to recover his ſcattered Spirits; which when he did, and 
came fully to himſelf, Shame and the Hope of Vengeance inſpired | 
him wich freſh Vigour and taking up his Sword, which hung by a 
Chain upon his Arm, he ſtruck at Amphialus with the utmoſt Fury, 
hoping with that one Blow to end the Combat ; but Amphialus, who 
was prepared for him, by nimbly turning his Horſe avoided the in- 
_ tended Stroke; ſo that the Stranger, by the Strength of his own Blow, 
which miſſing Amphialus, had nothing to light upon, was almoſt over- 
turned from his Horſe ; but more inflamed, the more his Purpoſes 
were defeated, he returned upon the Spur, and ran wich ſuch Violence 
againſt Amphialus, that his Horſe, with the Force of the Shock, roſe 
up before, and again he was in Danger of being over-rurned ; which 
Amphialus ſeeing, with both the Rein and Spur he pur his Horſe for- 
* an giving a forcible Blow in the Deſcent of his Horſe, upon the 
Vuuu ſtrange 
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250 Fr Philip Sidney s ARCADIA, 
range Knight's Shoulder, from whence ſliding down with great rotes 
upon the Neck of his Horſe, they both fell to the Ground; but cer 
it could well be ſpoke that he was down, he had recovered his Feet, 
bravely proving, that his riſing Courage ercbeded his falling Fortune. 
Amphiatus, in his wonted generous Manner, excuſed himſelf for un- 
deſignedly killing his Horſe. Excuſe thy ſelf for viler Faults, reply'd 
the Knight, and uſe this poor Advantage as beſt you may, for ſoon 
T will convince you, that you ſtand in need of a much greater to ſave 
you from the Juſtice of my Arm. Your ſeurrilous and unjuſt Re- 
proaches, anſwer'd Amphialus, ſhall not have Power to make me for. 
get what I owe both to my ſelf and Honour; and with that, trotting 
a little aſide, he alighted from his Horſe, diſdaining Victory it ſelf if 
gained by Odds, This gallant Action, ſo anſwerable to the whole of 
his Behaviour, would at once have ſtopp'd the Rage of the Forſaken 
Knight, had it come from any Body but the Jaylor of his Miſtreſs ; 
but that Thought ſtifled all Emotions of Good-nature; and therefore he 
had no ſooner quitted his Horſe, but he went up to him, and renew'd the 
moſt cruel Fight that ever Eye beheld or Fame reported. It would be 
vain to attempt deſcribing their particular Actions; no Words can be 
ſufficiently expreſſive of them; let it ſuffice, that they maintained an 
equal Fight, without either gaining the Advantage, for a Length of 
Time that almoſt exceeds Belief; till at laſt, the Forſaken Knight, who 
eſteem'd a Delay in conquering one Way of being conquer d, ſtruck 
Amphialus ſo irreſiſtible a Blow, that he obliged him to bend one Knee 
to the Ground, tho' far from being with a Deſign to do him Homage; 
but when he found himſelf fo far oer powerd, and what ſtill exaſpera- 
ted the Reflection, by his Rival, he exerted himſelf, with Fury in his 
Eyes, and Tempeſt in his Breaſt, in ſo formidable a Manner, that for 
a conſiderable Time no Eye cou'd have diſtinguiſhed which had the 
Advantage; their Zeal was equal as their Courage; and as they 
were too angry to admire each other, that Paſſion degenerated into 
extreme Diſdain. 


It would be in vain longer to urge the Merits of this only equal 
Pair, or tire my Readers with the Repetition of the Actions perform'd 
by theſe real Heroes, ſinee their own Imaginations will, from what J 


| have already urg d, paint them out much more emphatically. Let it 


ſuffice, that after maintaining the Fight a Length of Time almoſt in- 
credible, they began to have no Hope of conquering, but all their 


Aim was to die together. Thrice did Amphialus, with exaſperated 


Blows, dtive the Forſaken Knight back almoſt to Staggering; but each 
Time the Favour was return'd with Intereſt : However, he now be- 
gan to flatter himſelf that he had ſomething the Advantage, tho the 
urmoſt of his Hope was, that he might have the Satisfaction of ſee- 
ing the other- expire before him, for Death, he thought, was now 


inevitable to them both. 
Which 
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hot thy ſelf that thou ſhalt this third Time eſcape me; tio, aſſure thy 
ſelf, thou now ſhalt ſatisfy my juſt Reſentment, and be made a Sa- 


criſice to thy own Cruelty, in bringing to Deſtruction the noble Ar- 


gains, and his hapleſs Wife. Juſtice, reply'd Amphialus, (with which 
you ſeem wholly unacquainted) obliges me to own, that I never yer 
engaged with any Knight that ſhow'd ſo much in Action the Perfec- 
tion of noble Coutage ; but your Words do their utmoſt to blaſt your 
Actions, or they wou'd never ungenerouſly reproach me with a Mis- 
fortune, which I was unhappily drawn into, and which, while J have 
Breath, I ſhall as much regret and dereſt my ſelf for, as my worſt 


Enemy; but whether my Chaſtiſement is in your Power, let this 


ſhew ; and upon that, with one Blow, he cleft his Shield in two; 
and deſpiſing the weak Reſiſtance of his batter'd Armour, he made a 
Breach thro' his Side, as if he wou'd at once make a Sluice for his 
Life and Love to flow out at. | 2 | 


But Pain ſeem'd rather to renew his Life, than weaken it; for 


cothing in with his Right Leg, and making it guide the Blow, he ſtruck 


Amphialus upon the Belly ſo terrible a Wound, that his Guts follow'd 
his Sword; but his great Soul, that knew no Pang in Death, bur 
that it was attended with the Difhonour of being vanquiſh'd, ſumm'd 
up all his Spirits, asking of chem bur a Moment's further Service ; 
and lifting up his Sword with both Hands, he hit the Forſaken Knight 
a Blow upon the Head with ſuch Violence, that he broke it ſhort in 


two; bur, faithful to its Maſter to the laſt, it did, juſt upon the 


Point of breaking, do fuch Execution, that the Forſaken Knight fell 
ſenſeleſs ro the Ground,  reliey'd' for that Moment from his every 
Care. Amphialas found he ſhou'd not long ſurvive; yer eager for the 
Victory, tho he had no Hope of the Enjoyment of it, he pull'd up 
his Helmet, intending. with his Dagger to. give him a more certain 
Death; but ar that Inſtant, when he leaſt expected any more Reſiſt- 
ance, the Air ſo reyiv'd the Stranger, that he came quire to himſelf; 
and finding himſelf in chat immediate Danger, he muſter d up his 
drooping Strength, and caught hold of Ampbialus Thigh, and attempt- 
ing to riſe with him, overturn d him; but wich ſome Difficulty Am 
phialus ſcrambled up again ; but both of them were now ſo weak, 
that it ſeem'd rather the Shadow, than tlie Subſtance of a Battle. 


Amphialus now might well repent his Raſhneſs, in breaking that 
approv'd Weapon with which he had gain'd ſo many Victories; for 
the juſt Reſentment (and, as he thought, near approaching Death) 
of the Forſaken' Knight blotred out all the Niceties of Honour, in 


not taking what Advantage was in his Power; ſo that purſuing Am- 


pbiulus with uninterrupted Blows, and he endeavouring once or twice 
| ro 


Which the Forſaken Knight obſerving ; Aindhiatus, faid he, ares 
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352 r Philip Sidney's ARCADIA 


to cloſe with him, receiv'd moſt of the Wounds ; till at laſt his ebbing 
Blood having almoſt all forſook his Body, he fell down at once 4 
| n lifeleſs Courſe: 


Which when the two hardy Brothers of Anaxius ſaw, not ſtanding 
upon Law of Arms, or Breach of Honour, they flew like Lightning 
in to the Reſcue of their Friend, or at leaſt to revenge his Loſs ; but 
they were as ſoon repell'd by the two brave Companions of the 
Forſaken Knight: And now theſe Four inheriting the exaſperated Spi- 
rits of their Friends, began a moſt fierce and equal Fight; the Forſa- 


| ken Knight not being able to join his Party, but conſtrain'd by his 


extreme Faintneſs to fit as an idle Spectator by. One of the Knights 
on his Part was in green Armour, on which and on his Furniture 
was repreſented a rural Garden; on his Shield was painted a harm- 
leſs Lamb feeding in a pleaſant | Field; and his Motto, Not ſhock'd with 
Fear, nor deceryd with cogening Hope ; ; from which he was nam d the 
Rural Knight. The other was all in white; his Device was the hea- 
venly Pole, with many Stars turning round it, but the Place left void; 
he bore this Motto, Perfection inacceſſible. Theſe Four having been 
ſome little Time engaged with equal Bravery, twas hard to ſay 
which was moſt ſucceſsful, or which behaved moſt gallantly; but if 
any had the Advantage, 'twas the Rural Knight ; when there came a 
Party of Soldiers, ſent by Cecropia, with full Speed, to the Deſtruction 
of thoſe Three noble Knights, of whom one was — incapable of 
making the leaſt Reſiſtance. 


But in this Exigence, his two Friends gave almoſt more than hu- 
mane Proof of their Courage and Fidelity; for turning their Backs 
towards each other, and beſtriding the Forſaken Knight, who was 
now inſenſible of their Kindneſs, they held Play againſt the Odds, 
tho Anaxius two Brothers ungenerouſly join'd them; till Phz/anax, 
who was upon the Watch, expecting that if Amphialus was over- 
come, ſome Treachery wou'd be us d, ſent alſo over a choſen Band 
of Soldiers to their Relief, who quickly put the Rebels to the Sword, 
only the two Brothers, with ſome few of the braveſt of them, con- 
vey'd away the Body of Amphialus, which they much ſooner wou d 
have died than quitted. | 


The Forſaken Knight was by his Party convey'd back to the 
Camp ; bur his Friends knowing the extreme Deſire he had of being 
conccal'd, they cover'd him from the View of the crowding Soldiers 
that preſs'd to ſee this Miracle that had oyercome the moſt invincible 


Soldier of the Age; Baſilius himſelf overcoming the earneſt Curio- 


ſity he had to know him, with the Fear of diſobeying a Man that 
had perform'd ſuch Wonders in his Cauſe ; but Fame-wou'd not be 


ſo eaſily repuls'd, but made a ae Conjectures of whg he was, 
but 
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but without any Certainty of that, fixing immortal Honour on him, 
employing every Mouth to ſound his Praiſe, every Body putting up 
repeated Oriſons for his Recovery, as thinking their own Safety in 

his was center d; but when, by the repeated Applications of the 
ableſt Surgeons, he began a little to recover his Senſes and Reflecti- 
on, he fell into a freſh War with his own Thoughts, injuriouſly 
calling his Manhood into queſtion, and laying upon himſelf the Charge 
of Cowardice, which the moſt enormous Railer durſt not have attempted; 
for his couragious Spirit, us d to ſudden and perfect Victory, knew 
not how to brook ſo long and gallant a Reiiſtance ; and beſides, in 
a Lover's Phrenzy, he had not only promis'd himſelf the immediate 
Conqueſt of Amphialus, but depended upon ſealing of the Walls, and 
delivering Pamela; and tho in Reality he had gone beyond the 
moſt ſanguine Expectations of other People, yet in his own Opinion 
he had done ſo little, that every Degree of Honour ſeemd to mock 
him, ſince he thought himſelf fo far from meriting it ; and there- 
fore he conjur d his Friends ro remove him to a Caſtle that was not 
far off, where he might in private wait the healing of his Wounds, 
and ne'er be known till he had done ſomething that cou'd retrieve 
this, as he eſteem'd it, ſad Diſprace : His two Friends comply'd with 
his Requeſt, leaving Baſilius and all the Camp in the utmoſt Concern 
for their Departure, in whom they plac'd their greateſt Confidence 


and Hopes of Victory. 


After they were gone, Baſlius and Philanax gave all neceſſary Or: 
ders for the ſtrengthening the Siege, and fortifying themfelves, thar 


they might be Proof againſt any ſach ſudden Onſets as that of 
Anaxius; while the Citizens, upon Account of their General's 


Wounds, only employ'd themſelves in keeping a cautious Watch, ma- 


king no Sallies out, and taking all their Orders from Zoiolus and Ly- 
eurgus ; for Anaxius was {till confin d to his Chamber by his late 
Wounds ; and as for Amphialus, the Agony of his Mind contributed 
ſo much to the Weakneſs of his Body, that it was hard to be deter- 
mined which puſhed him forward with greater Earneſtneſs to his ap- 
proaching End ; for when the Surgeons had, with the utmoſt Difficulty, 
brought him a little to himſelf, Shame and Remorſe ſtood ready like 
two Fiends to gnaw his Soul, and continually perſwaded him to give 
himſelf up to the Deſtruction tha hourly threatend him : Continually 
they repreſented to his labouring Mind his preſent hapleſs Caſe, dif. 
playing every Part of it in the moſt formidable. Light ; his Love 
 cloath'd in Deſpair, his Honour wounded, and his Courage overcome; 
his Fame, thar he had been fo long acquiring, ſnatch d from him by 
a Strangers, and, what was ſtill more dreadful to him, a Rival's, Hand. 
Wretched Amphialus, wou'd he cry, how canſt thou ever more have 
Courage to give thy ſelf the bliſsful Title of Philoclea's Lover ; 
thou, Slave that thou art, who haſt neither proy'd thy ſelf a faith. 
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ful Subject, nor a valiant Rebel; but, adding Cowardice to Villain, 
haſt laid thy ſelf under ſuch a Cenſure, as no Lenity can pardon, 
or Law acquit : Why, cruel Friends, why do you uſe Endeavours to 
bring me back to Life, ſince the only Uſe of it is to give me the 
ſharpeſt Senſe of ſtrong Reproach and everlaſting Infamy ? I cou'd 
have bote my Fate, had Heaven fo pleas'd, if this Diſgrace had fal- 
len upon me in any Cauſe but that of Philoclea s; but, to enhance 
the torturing Reflection, ſhe was a Witneſs of my Rival's Victory, and 
25 poor Defeat; that Thought alone brings ſure Deſtruction with 
Had my unhappy Fate only been favourably related to her, ſhe 
might perhaps have with a Sigh allow'd that ſhe had loſt a Lover, nor 
unworthy to bear that Title; but now, Wretch that T am, all my paſt 
Conqueſts only ſerve to heighten my Rival's Glory ; upon the Ruins 
of my Fame and Love he builds his Happineſs, and envious Fortune 
levels me to raiſe him up a Hoard of Glories. Theſe racking Thoughts 
wou'd put him beyond all Bounds of Patience, and urge him on to 
refuſe all neceſſary Food, to tear the binding of his Wounds, nor ſuffer 
the Phyſicians to come near him; till at laſt his Mother was reduc'd 
to uſe the utmoſt Force: which was ſo tireſome to him, that, to avoid 
her Importunities, he promis'd her that he wou'd offer no farther Vio- 
lence to himſelf, if ſhe wou'd give him an Aſſurance, that none bur 
the People abſolutely neceſſary to attend him ſhou'd be ſuffer d to come 
to him; his immoveable Melancholy making him loath all Company 
to ſuch a high Degree, that the Surgeons and Servants appointed to 
attend him durſt not ſpeak to him, even to enquire how he did; and 
all that his Mother cou'd get from him was, that if ſhe had the 
leaſt Regard for him, or wiſh'd his Life, that ſhe wou'd do her utmoſt | 
to prevail with Philoclea; but if ſhe faild in that, he laid himſelf 
under the moſt ſolemn Proteſtation that he wou'd never ſee her more. 


This wicked Woman, abandon'd to all the Miſchief that her cor- 
rupted Heart cou'd frame, or her Hands perpetrate, had yet ſome Ten. 
derneſs remaining, ſome little Symproms of Humanity, which were 
all confin'd to him ; and therefore placing only thoſe about him that 
ſhe con'd confide in, with Orders that they ſhou'd entirely conceal 
from him every thing that paſſed in the Caſtle, but what ſhe from 
Time to Time ſhou'd direct them to diſcover, ſhe derermin'd that 
now ſhe had the ſole Power in her own Hands, that ſhe wou'd 
either oblige one of the Princeſſes to gratify his Love, or have at 
leaſt the Satisfaction of ſatiating her Revenge: Bur the firſt Step ſhe 
took was to rid herſelf of the Dangers of the Siege; and in order to 
it, ſhe ſent a Herald to the Camp, with Aſſurances ro Baſilius, that if 
he did not immediately raiſe ir, ſhe wou'd order the Heads of the 
three Priſoners to be ſtruck off before his Face; and, to confirm the 
dreadful Meſſage, ſhe had a Scaffold erected upon the Walls within 


lis perfect View, where ſhe brought Zelmane and the two * 
ay 
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and kept them there, as ready for the Slaughter, till ſhe cou'd receive 
an Anſwer from the King. No Age, no Hiſtory, e' er cou'd produce 
an Inſtance of greater Horrot, than twas to ſee thoſe three Maſter- 
pieces of Nature's moſt boaſted Art, thus injurioufly ſubjected to the 
cruel Sport of Fortune's racking Wheel. By Pamela's reſolv'd Beha- 
viour, one might find, that Death to her great Soul was far more elegi- 
ble than Life held from the Courteſy of another; bur yet het Eyes 
ſparkled with Fury; at thinking it was in ay Bodys Power to force it 
from her. The tender Phzlaclea, like a harmleſs Lamb ſingled for de- 
ſtin'd Slaughter, ſtood ſilent by: The Damask in her Checks was 
ſometimes over-power'd by the pale Harbinger of Fear; but when 
ſhe turn'd her Eyes upon Zelmane, the Apprehenſion of her Danger 
made her forget her own, and only grieve for her. Zelmane, like a 
proud Lyoneſs robb'd of her young, and afterwards ſubdued herſelf, 
with ſullen Majeſty walk'd ſtately on; her Hands were bound, Cecro- 
pia not daring to truſt her well known Courage, and eſpecially among 
a Set of People not innur'd to Cruelty, and which ſo ſad a Spectacle 
might poſſibly move to a Reyolt; her noble Breaſt heav'd up and down 
with Rage and Anger; her Veins ſwelld almoſt to burſting, but that 
the heated Blood found a Paſſage, and guſh'd like Torrents through 
her Noſe ; her Eyes were caſt upon the Ground, as if ſhe thought it 
vain to lift them up to Heaven, that wou d fit Neuter and permit ſuch 
Injuries to be impoſed on helpleſs Innocence. Their very Perſecuters © 
felt Remorſe, yet perſevercd in their inhumane Cruelty ; ſome urg d 
by an Impatience to have the Siege remov'd, and hurried on by their 
own Fears; others deſirous to remove the Obſtacles to Amphialus' 
Succeſſion, on whom their whole Dependency was fix'd ; but indeed 
the greateſt Part aſſenting becauſe others did, and rhe moſt well-mean- 
ing of them not daring to oppoſe the reſt, or begin to work a Change, 
tho' their Conſcienees hourly inform'd them that this wicked Act was 
inconſiſtent with all the Laws of Honour or Humanity, | 
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When the direful Meſſage had reach'd Baſilius, and that thoſe fo- 
lemn Preparations, ſo full of Horror, confirm'd him in his Siſter's hellifte 
Purpoſes, he ſunimon'd all his Counſel; among whom he chiefly de- 
pended upon Philanax and Kalander ; the latter being lately arriv'd at the 
Camp, weaty of his rctir'd Life without his Son, to chear his Melan- 
choly ; and not having heard from his late valuable Gueſts ſince their 
Departure, he thought twas poſſible in that Reſort of Strangers he might 
have ſome Account of them: This Man, grown old in Knowledge and 
of approv'd Fidelity, Baſilius order d firſt to give his Judgment in this 
important Buſineſs. Your Majeſty, reply d the good old Man, can cer- 
tainly command me to ſpeak upon this Subject, for no other Reaſon, . 
but becauſe you will ſtill preſerve your wanted wiſe and honourable 
Manner of doing nothing of Importance, without firſt hearing the Opi- 
nion of your Counſel ; for you muſt certainly be already determin'd, 
e 1 ſince 
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ſince in this ſad Extremity there is no Mean a What Stateſman 


cou'd pretend to be ſo nice a Sophiſter, as to divide upon the Queſtion, 
whether the Princeſſes, on whom your Majeſty's preſent Joys and all 


our future Hopes ate plac'd, ſhould live or die; ot whether fince your 
firſt beginning of this Siege was wholly with a View to their Deliverance, 
you ſhou'd now purſue it to their inevitable Ruin? For who was ever 


ſo abſurd as to take up a Cauſe, but with a View to ſome Effect: 


And when that ceaſes, the Cauſe ſhou'd drop of courſe: Therefore, my 
Lord, purſue the Method which I am well aſſur'd you muſt already 


have decreed ; remove the Siege ; and after that is done, endeavour by 
fair and gentle Means, or elſe by Stratagem, to gain whar in this ho- 


ſtile Manner there is no Proſpect you ever ſhou'd attain. In Caſes of 
Extremity, the gaining Time is often the deepeſt Policy; bur put the 


worſt, by raifing of the Siege, you will prolong their Dooms ; whereas, 
if you perſiſt, this very Day may put a Period to their Lives. Much 1 
might urge to ſtrengthen and confirm what I have ſpoke ; but the pre- 


Ment Time is too big with haſte, to be employ'd in repeating what needs 


no corroborating ; therefore I ſhall ſay no more, ſince your Highneſs 
wants neither the Wiſdom nor the Tenderneſs which ought to attend 
the Father and the Prince. Here he ceas d, being unwilling at this 
JunQure to hint at an Alliance between one of the Princeſſes and Am- 
phialus ; but left that for a calmer Opportunity. When he ſat down, 


 Baſilius beckon'd to Philanax, who got up; and after ſtanding ſome 


time in ſeeming great Perplexity, he gave the following Opinion. 


If any thing cou'd make me wiſh my ſelf incapable of ſitting in this 
Auguſt Aſſembly, it wou'd be the preſent Exigence ; which is of ſo high 


a Nature, that I wou'd even rather ſubmit to have my Judgment call'd 


in Queſtion, than be oblig d to give it in ſo great a Strait; but ſince 1 
am commanded to deliver it, this let me firſt humbly offer, that 1 do 
not now pretend to adviſe the Father of thoſe unhappy Ladies, but the 
wiſe and penetrating Prince; therefore, as T apply to him, I muſt beg 
leave to diſſent from that judicious Nobleman, the ever honourable 
Kalander: His Reaſons had indeed been unanſwerable, if given when 
firſt your Majeſty appear'd in Arms, before your Subjects were adver- 


tis'd of your Intention, e er ſo much valuable Blood had been ex- 


pended, and your Enemies droye to this cruel Strait ; but, if now 
compell d by their Threats, you remove your Forces, why did you 


ever levy them; ſince you might be very ſure, that whene'er you had 


reduc'd them to any Extremity, they wou'd certainly take this Method 
to reſtrain you > And for a wiſe Man to engage in an Action of the ut- 


moſt Conſequence, which he knew a Word at any one time cou'd fru- 


ſtrate, is in my Opinion an Inconſiſtency in Reaſon. If you perſiſt, 
the Rebels threaten that they will immediately deſtroy your Daughters: 
What, if on the other hand they had promis'd you, that if you would 
remove the Siege they ſhould immediately have been releaſed, wou'd 
you 


you FA been inveigled by their fair Promiſes and fartering Words ? 
I think you wou'd not: Neither does Reaſon more prompt you to ſub- 
mit to the Terror of their Threats; for of the two, a Promiſe is cet- 
tainly more binding than a Threat; the one the Maker in Faith 
and Honout is obliged to ſtand to, the other may be broke with- 
out the leaſt Reproach to either. But I think 'tis not our preſent 
Buſineſs to eonſider what our Enemies either promiſe or threaten, but 
what in all Probability they will perform; and the moſt reaſonable 
Conjecture is, that they will at all Adventures do what is moſt 
adequate to their own Intereſts: Their Meſſuage is, that if you do 
not immediately remove the Siege, your Daughters Heads ſhall pay 
the Forfeiture; and how, if upon this you ſhou'd remove it, how, 
I fay, can you be certain that they will not purſue the ſame bloody 
Purpoſe ; ſince, if their Stratagem is to cut off all Impediments to 
Amphialus' Succeſſion, the Cauſe will ſtin continue, tho? you and 
your Forces are ever ſo far remov'd ? Nay, they will be ſtill more 
encourag d to perpetrate their firſt Deſign, when there is no Scourge 
hangs over them, and they are poſſeſs d of an uninterrupted Opportu- 
nity of being re- inforc d by all their factious Friends. If this Propo- 
ſal is only made with a View to their own Security; if tis refus d, 
that very View will influence them to preſerye the Princeſſes, ſince 
Vengeance muſt unavoidably follow the impious Act. But poſlibly it 


may be objected, that no one can tell what Deſperation may urge them on 


todo: Which is very ſure; but it is full as certain, that no Reaſon or Policy 
is ſufficient either to foreſee or to prevent any Action which is for- 
warded by Deſperation ; and therefore, fuch Accidents are not among 
the Liſt of Dangers that the higheſt Wiſdom can prevent, or is obli- 
ged to guard againſt, All therefore that, in my humble Judgment, is 
tequiſite in our preſent Poſture of Affairs, is, that your Majeſty take 
from them an Impoſſibility of ſurrendring, by publiſhing: an Act of 
Grace for all paſt Faults, provided they immediately give up the 
Princeſſes, which will be the moſt effectual Bait to draw them in to 
do it. Is it not much niore reaſonable for your Subjects to depend 
on you, than you upon any of them; and in particular that Part of 
them, who have audaciouſly and openly declar'd themſelves Traitors 
both to your Perſon and Eſtate? If they find you ſo timorous as to 
ſuffer their Threats to fright you from their Walls, what poor Sub- 
miſſions will they not exact from you with the ſame Weapons 2 If the 
Violence of Amphialus' Love (as they pretend) was the firſt Motive 
of this Injury, tliat Love will certainly deter him from ſuffering the 


Object of it to be by Death remev d for ever from his Hopes? But if 


Ambition was the Cauſe, that quenchleſs Fire will remain, and burn 
as fierce when you're remoyv'd, as if 75 ſtill were preſent; There- 
fore it certainly will be more adviſeable for your Majeſty, to ſlill keep 


your correcting Hand over him, which can never deter the one, and 
and may bridle the other; for as to their Threats and PRmpoug, Shew 
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of Cruelty; thoſe are but meet Bugbears, and fit only to fight Chil. 
dren ot Fools, and not ſufficient to claim a wife Man's Notice,” who 
ſhou'd conſider what Method it is moſt reaſonable to think they will 
purſue, rather than build upon what they vainly threaten: Their 
Deſpair indeed ouglit to be remov d; which as it is the laſt and moſt 
unwelcome Paſſion that uſarps the Soul 6f Man, fo no reaſonable 
Creature will fall into it, while there is {6 faſe a Way as your Highs 
neſs may with Juſtice offer for them to eſcape it. To ſum up all 
that J have urg d: Your Highneſs is 4 Prince, the Father of a People, 
whom hitherto with ſtudious Care yon have endeavout'd to pre- 
ſerve, and whom, ſince J have your Permiſſion to ſpeak freely, claim 
as great a Title ro your Protection, as thoſe which by Nature bear 
that tender Name ; nor can I think your Majeſty ſtands now in need 
of being reminded, that a virtuous Prince, ſuch as yout Majeſty 
has ever prov'd your ſelf, ought rather, according to all Rules of Jn- 
ſtice, Wiſdom and true Fortitude, to prefer the general Good, when 
ſet in Competition with any private Intereſts, however near or deat 
they may be to him. | os 


Philanax had ſcatce ended this Speech, &er Gynecia, with breatli- 
leſs Haſte, came running in among chem: The Mother's Tenderneſs 
roſe in her Breaſt, and choak'd her Utterance; bur the Apprehenſions 
of Zelmane's approaching Danger almoſt turn'd her Brain, and made 
her incapable of ſpeaking with Coherence, cou'd her Words Have 
fore d a Paſſage; but throwing her felf at Ba/dias Feet, with half. 
form'd Words, heart. rending Sobs, and all the Signs of racking An⸗ 
guiſh and infupportable Deſpair, the begg d him to make no Delays, 
but immediately break up the Siege: He, by his own affected Heart, 
foon judg d the Agony of hers, and therefore, before enotgh' inclin'd 
to follow that Reſolution, he immediately gave Orders for the Meſ- 

ſenget to return to the City, with an Affurance that he wot'd com- 
ply, and accordingly he gave Directions for the difchatgins of the 


© Soldiers; and leaving the Authority, as befote, in the Hands of Phi- 


lanax, he, with Gynzcis, retitd to a Caſtle of his that was ſtron gly 
fortify d, where the firſt of his Care was, how he ſhou'd deliver Zl. 

mane, whom he term d the Unhappy Stranger, and endeavourd to 
perſwade the World, that it was only with Regard to the Laws of Ho- 
ſpitality, that he was ſo eatneſt to have her firſt relievd; and in or- 
der to it, he ſent ſeveral Meſſengers to treat with Cecropia. 


But ſhe, by tlie Removal of the Siege, being freed from all Appre- 
henfions of preſent Danger, wou d give no Eat to any Propoſals that 
came from Baſius, unleſs he wou d agtee to an Alliance, by marry- 
ing one of his Daughters to her Son; which he was determin'd 
not to do; and therefore ſhe diſpatch'd every Meſſenger that he ſent, 
witour ſuffering them to be admitted to her Preſence; and giving 

9 the 
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knie Care of the City to Zoiolus and Lycirghs till their Brbthiet's Ne- 
tovery, deſiring that they wou'd take all neceſſary, Precautions as to 
the getting in freſh Proviſions and Re-inforcements; in Caſe bf any 
new Attempt; ſhe ſer her ſelf, with. all the Art and deep laid Cun- 
ning that her malignant Wit cou'd farniſh her withal, to bring about 
her Purpoſe, and gain het Son an equal Return to tat Paſſion; in which 
the was too well 'cotivinc'd his Life was inte woven: For ſome Time ſhe 
perſevet'd in uſing the unhappy Priticeſſes with all the ſeeming Tender- 
neſs, Reſpect, and Friendfliip, that was poſſible; now exerciſing her ut- 
moſt Eloquence to etiforce Intreaties; then calling Flattefy to her Aid, 
that gilded Bait, which ſhe well knew few of lier Sex had Power to 
wirhſtand ; not conſidering that thoſe ſhe had to deal With were not 
only form d without thoſe Weakneſſes which ate common to their Sex, 
but far beyond the boaſted Reſolution of Human-Kind in general. 
Sometimes ſhe'd load them with unneceſſary Preſents, ahd try to bribe 
them into Love; roo ignorant of that exalted Paſſion, to know tliat 
it diſdains all Purchaſe, nor is to be diſpos d but by a voluntary Gift; 
und When all fail'd her, ſhe had Recourſe to Threats, but found them 
bear as little Weight. Witch equal Vehemence The attack'd both 
Siſters, but {till had Cunning to vary Her Perſwifions 4s The found 
their Tempers differ d; for the ſhe knew Her Sön's Regards ar preſent 
were wholly center d in Philoclep, yet being very ſenſible chat Pamela 
was every way her Equal, ſhe hop'd that if the cou'd prevail on her 
to dreſs her Beauties up in Love and Geiitlenefs, they wou'd be more 
attractive than the cold and lifeleſs CHarms of Philoclxæ. 


But, to het mortal Difippotririient;, lier Orttory probd all in vafn; 
fot Paniela's firm Refolves were built on fo impregnable a Rock, that 
even her poyſond Arrows cod d make no Impreſſionn; while Bh. 
cles more humble Mind, the' it mide them not rebound with fo 
great a Shock, yet it as much reſiſted; nor cou d her moſt penetrating 
Arts have Power to make their Way: Her ſubtle Arguments, embel- 
lifd with falſe Wit, were anſwer'd with ſolid Judgment ; her Elo- 
quence was heard without the leaſt Emotion, hier keeneſt Threats re- 
pell'd with' fierce Diſdain, or elſe teceiy'd with unmnov d Patience; her 
moſt valuable Preſents were either not accepted, or elſe receiv'd in 
ſuch àa Maniter, as plainly ſhew'd the Giver nor the Gift wou d ever have 
been welcome, but upon Conſtraint. Cec#gpin, by Nature violent, cruel 
and ambitious, a Foe to evetythihg that held but the Appearance of true 
Honour, to which ſhe had long proclaim d a oP Deffance, ſpurr d on by 
former Malice, which Envy had work dl up in her againſt Cnecia, and 
etirag'd that ſhe had not à Power of itiffuencifig two ſuch unknowing 
Girls, #5 ſhe eſteem d them, tho their maturet Judgments went far be- 
Fond their Yeats, and was much fitter to have inffructed hier; T ſay, 
all theſe Conſiderations work'd up het Rage ro the utmoſt Height ; 
bir whar put her beyond all Patience, was the Diſorder of her _ 

| | whom 


— 


— 


— ů — — 

7 * 3 

. —— 
8 ES = EY 


FFF 
* 5 Yo Pa * —— 
.. AA 


360 Fr Philip Sidney's ArcAnii, 


88 * N A A IO ene TO ee een — — 1 — = ; = Dn A uromge— 
2 — on tera T . annie IATeSrr I Ger ESO ECESS Fate pr ny — — = = — 
-w CINE IEC ETD End EE I EE EEE ern BE oi rt nnd ng nm y . 


8 * 


whom even het rough Nature lov'd to a laudable Degree of parential 
Tenderneſs ; and having that Excuſe to gratify het tytannical Diſpo- 
ſition, ſhe gaye a Looſe to her unbridled Spite, and redoubling her 
Threats with great Earneſtneſs, ſhe began to put ſome of them in Ex- 
ecution; and, for an Eſſay, ſhe depriy'd them of all due Attendance, 
obliging chem to wait upon themſelves, or go without the Neceſſaries 
they wanted; but that they had been us d to even in their Fasher's 
Court, and now were fully ſenſible how happy it was for them that 
they had not been bred in thoſe voluptuous Softneſles which wou d have 
render d them utterly incapable of ſupporting under ſueh har ſn Treatment. 
The next Step ſhe took, was to debar them of any thing above the 
bare Support of Life in either their Food or Lodging, hoping to hum- 
ble them into a Compliance; but as before the Thought of Slavery 
had entirely taken off all Reliſh of any Honours that cou'd be of. 
fer d them, ſo no Contempts cou'd, in their Opinion, ſink them lower, 
When ſhe had gone ſo far, and found it ineffectual, ſhe proceeded to 
alarm them with unuſual Terrors; ſometimes cauſing ſtrange Noiſes 
to be made near their Chambers, and that particularly in the Night, 
when lonely Darkneſs might contribute to the Horror of their Fears, 
and more powerfully help to diſarm their frighted Senſes : But what 
Dangers, what Horrors and Extremities, can not the united Forces of 
Love and Virtue repel and render fruitleſs > And they were always 
upon Duty to guard theſe fair Ones Minds, and make em Proof 


againſt the moſt ſevere Aſſaults, as well as harden d againſt the moſt 


flattering Promiſes, which Cecropia ſtill intermix d with their fierceſt 
Wrongs, that, ſhock'd with the preſent Evils, and ſtill having a Power 


to eſcape, they might at laſt beſtow that Pity on themſelves, which 


they ſo obſtinately refus'd Amphialus But as the beſt of her Beha- 


viour was nauſeous and ungratefu] to their unviciated Taſtes, ſo 


with their generous Minds her injurious Treatment cou d much leſs 


prevail. 


But their unmov d Reſolution was ſo far from making her deſiſt; 
that it urg'd her on to far greater Extremities, and determin d her to 


uſe the utmoſt, rather than fail of Conqueſt ; not a Day paſt but ſhe 


improyv'd in Cruelty, inventing freſh and greater Torments to terrify 
their Minds, and give their Bodies Pain: But ſtill finding them re- 
ceive it all with equal Temper, the Rage ſhe hop'd to inſpire them 
with return d upon her ſelf, and metamorphos'd her into a very Fury; 


ſo that hiring ſeveral old Woman, whom Age and Uglineſs had made 


apt to envy Youth and Beauty, ſhe flew to Philoclea's Chamber, and 
with the moſt terrifying Geſtures and dreadful Threats, ſhe order'd 


them to ſtrip and hold her, while with a Rod that ſhe had prepar'd 


for the inhumane Purpoſe, ſhe ſcourg'd, with unrelentleſs Blows, rhe 
moſt beauteous Body that ever Nature form'd, or Love inhabited. 


For ſome Time ſhe purſued her inſatiate T till at length her 
tit d 
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ird Arm, not the leaſt Remorſe, oblig d her to give the weeping Ms 
a little Reſpit; who taking that Opportunity, with ſwolen Eycs an 
ſobbing Breaſt, ſhe kneel d to her remorſeleſs Aunt, and begg'd of 2 
that ſince ſhe had unhappily fallen beneath her Hatred, that ſhe V ou 
at leaſt be yet ſo pitiful, as at once to end her wrerahed Life, and 
not take a Pleaſure in tormenting a harmleſs Creature, who ne'cr in 
Thought offended her. If, cry'd ſhe, neither the Laws of Juſtice « or 
Humanity can have Power to move you in my Favour; if common 
Hoſpitality can ſuffer you to treat injuriouſly a helpleſs Innocent, 
that, Heaven knows, unwillingly claims the Protection of your Walls; 
if our near Alliance, and the Remembrance that however I now am 3 2 
pled on by the Tyrant Fortune, yet ſtill I am a Princeſs, and the 
Daughter of a King, can fail to raiſe ſome Sparks of Pity in your 
Breaſt, yet at leaſt let the Love you wou d perſwade me chat 3855 
Son bears for me prevail ſo far, that for his Sake vou wou d eſteem 
one Death ſufficient for me; my Thread of Life is not ſo ſtrongly 
ſpun, but That will be ſufficient to untie it; nor are, J hope, my Of- 
fences either againſt Heaven or you, ſo mighty, but That may be a 
Compenſation for them: I ask but preſent Death,, and ſure that's a 
Requeſt the greateſt Enemy may grant. As for complying with your 
| Demands, in marrying Amphialus, I never will conſent to be his 
Wife, who gives me more injurious Treatment, than he cou'd with 
Juſtice offer ro the meaneſt Slave: No Torments ſhall compel me to 
it; I can but die; on that I am reſolv'd; and all the Favour I hope 
or ask, is, that my Life and Miſeries may end together. Here 1 
interrupted her, being but enrag' d by her Behaviour, that one woul 


have thought ſhou'd have moy'd the Heart of Envy's ſelf to Pity : 4 


Minx, ſaid ſhe, you ſhall have your Deſires; Dèath is your Pottion, 


therefore hope not to eſcape my Wrath, but know that ſhall be fully | 


glutted e er I allow you your Quietus; and without ſaying more, ſhe 
began to renew her Strokes, which the deſtin'd Innocent was forc'd 
to bear with ſilent Patience, till at length they left her (not chat they 


meant her Torments then ſhou'd end, but to reſerve her for more and 


greater) to reflect upon her hapleſs Caſe, which ſhe had not the leaſt 
Hope ſhou'd be redreſs'd, ſince Zelmane was barr'd from relieving 
her, in whoſe Aid alone ſhe truſted, and for whoſe Sake alone ſhe 
wiſh'd to be reliev d. Zelmane, who wanted but the Knowledge of 
her barbarous Treatment, to be ſunk into the loweſt Ebb of Horror 
and black Deſpair, was yet ſhock'd almoſt to a Degree of Madneſs, 
when ſhe reflected that Philoclea was a Captive, and what was more, 


ſhe not in a Capacity of working her Deliverance : Full well ſhe knew 


the Confidence that tender Maid with Juſtice put in her; what more 
than mortal Agonies muſt then her valiant Heart be torn with, when 
ſhe found her ſelf deprived of every Method to prove how much ſhe 
merited that Confidence > This Thought wou'd work ſo ſtrongly in 
her, that if the Soul has really that ſeparating Power which ſome aſ 
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362 . Sir Philip Sidney ARCADIA, 


ſign ir, hers certainly ofcen viſired that darling Body, which it pre- 
ferr d ſo far beyond its own, that it wou'd with Joy have given its 
Partner up a Sacrifice to her more valuable Safety. As to the unhappy 
Philoclea, ſhe had yet one Comfort left; a hoarded Satisfaction which 
the enjoy d, in ſpight of Fortune's utmoſt Malice, which was, that ſhe 


ſhou d die ,lamented and belov d of her Zelmane; which State ſhe 


much prefert'd to living with another. Thus wearing out the melan- 
cholly Hours, loſing the Memory of her own Sotrows, by reflecting 
upon thoſe which Ze/mane endurd, the Agonies her Body ſuffer'd 


being almoſt ſwallow'd up in thoſe more powerful Ones that tore her 


Mind, ſhe waited, as ſhe thought, the approaching Hour when both 
ſhou'd be reliev d and laid at everlaſting Reſt together. 


But for ſome Time ſhe found her Doom delay d, her cruel Aunt 


being employ'd in exerciſing the ſame Tyranny upon Pamela; her 


canker'd Heart being not only pleas'd with what ſhe thought would be 
rhe Conſequence of ſuch cruel Treament, but grown to that Degree of 


brutal Inhumanity, that ſhe took Pleaſure in the barbarous Office - 


But ſure, if ever Magnanimity trampled on Affliction, or ever Vir- 
tue ſhone the brighter for the fiery Tryal of Calamity, it was in 
that gallant Princeſs ; for after Reaſon had inform'd her that all Re- 
ſiſtance wou'd be vain, ſhe receiv'd the various Tortures that were in- 
vented for her with ſo divine and calm an Air, that tho' they had her 
Body at Command, ſhe gave them Proof her Mind was far beyond their 
Power to ruffle ; and when Cecropia gave het a Moment's Reſpite, and 
ask'd her, whether ſhe yet was ſatisfied and wou'd ſubmit? ſhe, with 


a ſcornful Smile, reply'd, No, inhumane Woman, purſue your cruel 


Purpoſes to the utmoſt of your Power, for well I know there is a far 
ſuperior One that will not ſuffer it to be unlimited ; therefore 90 
on, you may diſtreſs and torture Innocence, but think not that the 
eternal Powers will permit you to overthrow it; neither ſhall T ſub- 
mit, to give you the Satisfaction of begging a Releaſe in any kind ; 
but be aſſurd, that both in Life and Death, I fhall with Honour tri- 
umph, and blaſt with everlaſting Infamy your brutal Tyranny. 


Thus they both conquer'd by Patience the ſevereſt Sufferings; while 
Cecropia hourly try d all ſorts of new invented Pains that might ſmart 
and frighten, but not do them a real Injury, which ſhe avoided while 
ſhe had Hopes of either of them marrying her Son; but Pamela's 


exalted Mind was rather pleas d at having an Opportunity of trying 


how far her Virtue cou'd be Proof, when plung'd into an Abyſs of 
Miſery, againſt entirely ſinking ; only when ſhe allow'd her Thoughts 
to take Wing and fly to Muſidorus, her Heart difloly'd in Tenderneſs, 
upon reflecting how the Recital of her Sorrows wou d affect his no- 
ble Nature; and her heroic Spirit, that wou'd have fac'd a thouſand 
Deaths without a Tear to witneſs the Weakneſs of her Sex, yet wept 

: | for 
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for cloſe ſhe knew her generous Lover wou d ſhed for her; for gentle 
Love diſſolves and melts the ſtrongeſt Mind into a thouſand little 
Tenderneſſes, which rigid Virtue, without that Softner, wou'd ne er 
admit: Oft wou'd the late relentleſs Maid reflect upon the miſe- 
rable State ſhe left her hapleſs Shepherd in; and ſhe that brav'd with 
an undaunted Courage the utmoſt Darigers, when levell'd at her ſelf, 
ſhrunk at the bare Thought of thoſe that his Deſpair might throw 
him into: From the firſt Moment that ſhe had been acquainted with 
him, as Prince Muſidorus, the Aim of all her Wiſhes was, that they 
might for ever be united; but now when ſhe imagin'd that her Death 
approached, the Subject of her moſt fervent Prayers were, that Hea- 
ven wou'd grant a tedious Separation; No, Mufidoras, wou'd ſhe cry, 
may all the righteous Powers avert, that thou ſhould'ſt ſhare my early 
Fate; live long, my Hero, to record my Name, and treaſure up my 
Memory in thy faithful Heart. Then wou'd ſhe ſometimes hope that 
never any other Woman wou d be ſo exquiſitely bleſs'd as to enjoy his 


Love; bur cer that Wiſh was truly form'd, her Generoſity wou'd give 


it a Repulſe, and fay, Twere wondrous Pity that ſo excellent a 
Man ſhou'd not only paſs Life without enjoying the only real Com- 
fort it can afford, but leave no Pattern of himſelf, by whom a Part 
at leaſt of his Perfections might be handed down to future Ages. 


Thus wou'd ſhe employ lier Mind, (ſpight of the Agonies her Body 
ſuffer d,) in working up her Reſolution, not only to expect, but bear 
the moſt conſummate Evils; by Turns employing Love and Virtue for 
her Counſellors ; the one confirming her in meeting Death (if una- 
yoidable) without Remorſe, the other perſwading her that it was 
even eligible, when ſet in Competition with being falſe to him whom 
ſhe was well aſlur'd wou'd have done, if poſſible, a thouſand Times 
as much for her, | . 


Thus theſe two great Examples of human Fortitude, though 


born in an Eſtate wherein their Brightneſs might have been moſt con- 
ſpicuous to the Eyes of wondering Men, were by a rebellious levelling 
Power reduc'd to ſuffer all the Inconveniences which the moſt abject 
Birth and Fortune cou'd have heap'd upon them; that Fiend Cecropia 
daily exerciſing them with all the new invented lingring Torments 
that the moſt inveterate Foe cou'd with, or Woman's utmoſt Malice 

cer invent, ſtill ſeaſoning the greateſt of chem with Fear of worſe; 
which Dread at laſt became more inſupportable than any that they 
felt; vainly imagining that ſhe ſhou d by this ſubdue them to ſuch an 
Ebb of Courage, that they wou d joyfully ſubmit to be diſpos'd the 
Way that ſhe deſir'd; But as in any kind of bodily Exerciſe, Uſe 
enables one ſtill to perſevere, and by Length of. Time go through 
what at firſt feem'd impoſſible; ſo theſe Ladies, tho born and bred 
in all the Softneſſes that attend a Court, were by Degrees brought 
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364 Hr Philip Sidney. ARCADIA, 


to ſuch a" Strength of Body and Intrepedity of Mind, that the 
moſt ' cruel Stripes, attended with all the Fears and Terrors that 
have Power to ſtartle timorous Youth, were fo familiar to them, 
that they deſpis'd them all, or look d but on them as a Scourge from 
Heaven to exerciſe their preſent Patience, and ſweeten future Joys. 
Cecropia now plainly found that this hard Method was ſo far from 
bringing them nearer to her Lure, that cho” poſlibly at firſt, by mild 
Perſwaſions, ſhe might have prevail d on them to have viſited 
their Couſin, and have given his fleeting Soul a Pang the leſs ar Se. 
paration, they now perſiſted more than ever in never ſpeaking to him, 
unleſs *twere to reproach him as their greateſt Enemy, for uſing them 
in ſo * and barbarous a Manner. 


This urg'd her to the laſt Degree of Den : She knew not 
how to extricate her ſelf from that rigorous Method ſhe had ſo long 
purſu'd ; neither indeed wou'd the Violence of her Paſſion have ſuf. 
ferd her to deſiſt, cowd ſhe have found a Way to bury in Oblivion all 
that was paſt; and therefore, ſummoning one of her old Aſſociates, 
who was not only inur d in Wickedneſs, but gloried in the Character 
of being compleatly ſo, they brooded over their infernal Counſels, 
till they ar laſt determin d, that ſuch kind of cruel Uſage more har- 
den'd the Generality of Women's Minds, than made them ſoft and 
pliant; and that as to the Fear of Death, which wou'd, without 
Doubt, work moſt effectually upon them, they had ſo oft eie threa- 
tend with the Name, and hitherto they had found it go no farther, 
that it was grown familiar to them; and therefore, the beſt and on- 
ly prudent Method which their vile Imaginations cou'd invent, was 
to let one of them be indeed a Witneſs of the other's Death, and ſo 
be ſatisfied that there was no farther Trifling meant; and then they 
did not doubt but that a Woman's Soul wou'd ſubmit to any thing, 
much more to ſo caſy a Command, rather than leave ſo beautiful a Bo- 
dy to corrupt and mix with Worms and Rottenneſs. 


This Stratagem being agreed upon, Cecropia went immediately to 
Philoclea, and told her, that ſhe now was come to hear her laſt Determi. 
nation, for tho ſhe had found her equally obſtinate, and alike Proof againſt 
the tendereſt Uſage and the moſt ſevere ; yet in regard to her Son's 
Paſſion, which he ſtill idly perſiſted in, before ſhe proceeded ro the 
laſt Extremity, ſhe had endeayour'd to prevail upon her Siſter, hoping 
that if ſhe wou'd be but kind, he might in Time forget a pceviſh 
wayward Beauty, and fix on one who better wou'd deſerve his Love; 
but that finding her rather more than leſs perverſe, ſhe was deter- 
min'd that the Death of one ſhou'd be a Warning to the other, not 
to deſpiſe good Fortune when 'twas offer'd, becauſe it came not in 
the Clothing that ſhe lik'd ; that in Regard to the Affection her Son 
held for her, and the Partiality ſhe found her ſelf inclin'd to in her 
| Favour, 
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Favour, tho' ſo urtworthy of it, ſhe wou'd firſt ſign her Siſtet's Doom, 


who ſhou'd thar Afternoon be beheaded in her Sieh, if before that 
Time one of them did not better conſider of it, and accept that Hap- 
pineſs, which, as they behav'd, was far beyond their Merit. This 
ſhe affirm'd with the moſt ſolemn Countenance, and bid her be aſſur d, 
that what ſhe now had told her was more than Threats, and that To: 
morrow ſhou'd ſee them paſt the Power of repenting, if they perſiſted 
in their Folly till that Day's Setting Sun; and therefore advis'd her 
not to depend on more Delays, or think to evade hers or her Siſter's 
Fate, (which now had reach'd a Period,) on any other Terms, but 
thoſe ſhe liad propos d. Not all the ſmarting Pains her Malice had 
invented to rack the tender Form of Philoclea, and ſhock her gentle 
Mind, had half fo much Effect upon her as this laſt Arrifice ; for in 


all Appearances of Danget, wherein her felf alone was threaten d, Love 


arm'd her Soul, and gave her Reſolution to brave them, without the 
leaſt Degree of Heſicarion ; but when her darling Siſter's Life was put 


in Competition, it made her pauſe: But long the Conflict did not 


laſt, cer Reaſon ſuggeſted to her, that ſince ſhe wou d her ſelf much 
rather prove, if poſlible, a thouſand Deaths, than either live in Sla- 
very, or purchaſe Liberty at the Expence of Love and Happineſs, her 
Siſter certainly was of the ſame Opinion; therefore, with 'down-caſt 
Eyes and folded Arms, turning her ſelf to her remorſeleſs Aunt, ſhe 
told her, That ſince there was no Mean between the two Extremities, 
of yielding to Ampbialus deteſted Love, and avoiding it by certain 
Death, ſhe muſt purſue her barbarous Deſign; for as to her, rhe 
Heavens and Earth ſhou'd ſooner both diſſolve, than e er her Reſolu- 
tion ſtagger; bur, continu d ſhe, for your own Sake, I wou d adviſe 
you, (for as to my Entreaties, I know too well how little Weight they 
bear,) that you wou'd ſuffer my Death to be the Example to my Si- 
ſter, whole Averſion may poſſibly not be quite ſo fix d againſt Am- 
pliates 1 ſo ſhall you not only have a ſeeming juſt Pretence to re- 
venge your ſelf on me, who make no Scruple of avowing, that I de- 
teſt, abhor, and loath both your Son and you; but if that can have 
any Influence on you, preſerve a valuable Life, and deſtroy one who, 
in the prefent Exigence, courts nothing half ſo much as an immediate 
Death : Beſides, if you ſhou'd be ſo happy as to gain her oyer to 
your Purpoſe ; inſtead of a peeviſh, obſtinate, unhappy Creature, 


which I own my ſelf to be, you will bleſs your Son with the moſt | 


perfect Woman that Nature ever form'd. But Cecropia, who already 
was determin'd how to act, in the moſt aggravating Terms, aſſur'd 
her, That there was no Neceſſity for her fo over-eagerly to court her 
Fate, for that if her Siſter's Death did not teach her to be more wiſe, 
the cou d not long have an Opportunity to lament her Loſs; for ſince 
there was no Poſſibility of her Son's gaining them, the only Way that 
ſhe cou'd find to reſtore his Quiet, was to put them entirely beyond 
his Power; and therefore, ſince no Entreaties, no Threatnings eou d 
$A prevail, 
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266 Sr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 


prevail, ſhe bid her prepare her ſelf to be a Witneſs of thoſe fad Ef. 
fects her Obſtinacy alone 'cou'd have produc'd, which ſhe ſhou'd in 
a few Hours have a View of from her Window in the Caſtle Hall, 


Thus ſaying, the flung ſrom her, jekviog the affrighred Maid to 
ruminate on her ner till now dreaded Threats; but long ſhe was 
not ſuffer'd even the melancholly Comfort of Suſpenſe, but freed 
from it by what ſhe W the moſt ſhocking Certainty her n 


cou d ſuſtain. 


The Hall belonging to the Caſtle, the Place Cecropia * as s fitteſt 


to play this Scene of Horror in, ſeem'd ſituate as if contriyvd on 


Purpoſe for the dread Occaſion : The vaulted Roof high lifted up, 
had nothing over it but a Turret that overlook'd the neighbouring 
Country ; on each End of it were built Apartments both for State and 
Uſe ; in one of them, the firſt Story from the Ground, was Phzloclea's 
Lodging, and oppoſite to her, of equal Height, was Pamela; plac'd 
in a Chamber over her Head, Zehnane reſided; but the Walls were 
of ſuch uncommon Thickneſs, that ſhe could not ever have the Plea- 
ſure of hearing her move about: Each of their Chambers had little 


Windows that overlook'd the Hall; but becauſe they ſhou'd not even 


enjoy the diſtant Comfort of each other's Sight, that envious Fiend 
Cecropia had given Orders for Curtains to be plac'd before the Out- 
ſide of them, which was beyond their Reach to draw. But when the 
diſmal Hour was arrivd, and the ſad Tragedy in Readineſs to be pur 
in Execution, they were both ſuddenly remov'd, which was a dread- 
ful Summons for their Eyes to attend ſome Thocking Spectacle of Hor- 
ror, for elſe they knew they ſhou'd not have had that Pleaſure granted 
them; but e er they had much Time for Apprehenſion, there was led 
in at one End of the Hall a Lady with her Hands bound, attended 
by about a Dozen Soldiers; the upper Part of her Face was cover d 
with a Veil, but from her Mouth to her Shoulders ſhe was without 
Diſguiſe: Thus, with a ſolemn Pace, ſhe was led up to a Scaffold 
that was erected in the Middle of the Hall, cover'd with Crimſon 
Velvet: Neither Ze/mane nor Philoclea wanted to be informd for 
whom this dreadful Solemnity was prepar'd; for by her Habit, which 
was the fame ſhe wore that luckleſs Day in which they were 
trepan'd to that Houſe of Miſery, they knew it was the fair Pamela ; 
who being come to the Scaffold, the rude Officers quitted their Hold, 


and made her kneel down: Upon that ſhe ſeem'd deſirous to ſpeak ; 


which made the aſtoniſh'd Philoclea ſummons her whole Attention, de- 
termining to be entirely guided by her Words, and, if ſhe but glanc'd 
at it, give her {elf up a Sacrifice to Amphialus deteſted Love, to fave 
her Siſter's precious Life; but cer the poor unfortunate cou'd: expreſs 
chree faultring Worde, the bloody Executioner ſtopp'd her Speech 
with the cruel Inſtrument of his inhuman Office; but whether even 

his 


his harden'd Heart reſetited, r that the ſenſeleſs Axe wanted the 
Power to ſever tlic beatiteous Neck, Which was To ſmall, one wou'd 
have thought a much leſs Inſtrument need not Have given a ſecond 
Blow, I know not, but ar firſt it only ſtruck ſideways upon het 
Neek ; but the Ruffian re- liſting up his Atm, at the next Stroke ſe- 
verd her Head entirely from her alabiſtet Shoulders; 9 810 


This dire inhütmane Malſicte was petform'd {5 füddeßly, that the 


Action got the Statt of Philocled's Frighted Senſes; for ſome Time ſhe 
ſtood quite motionleſs, as if a glancing Thunderbolt had ſtruck her 
thto the Heatt; but when the ebbing Blood began to flow, and gave 
her Eyes tov eruel an Aﬀutatice that they had been fatal Witneſſes 
of ſuch an Act of Hortor, it ſtrait again fotſdok her panting Heart, a 
deadly Cold chill'd all her trembling Limbs, ſucceſſive Faintings fol- 
low'd, and fo ſtrong the Sttuggle was between her Soul and Body, 
that the latter won'd certainly then have took its eagetly defir'd 
Flighr, had not her rembtſelefs Jaylors, fpight of het ſelf, teſtord het 
afteſh to Life and Miſety : But, with all their barbatous Officiouſnets, 
was long Cer they cot'd perfectly bring her to the ſharpeſt Senſe 


* 


of het Misfortune; but willen at laſt her Sorrows found the Vent of 


Words, mine will, I feat, be vaſtly ſhott of Force to expreſs hee 


diteful Exclamations; no tnote ſhe ſpar d het lovely Hair, but tore it 
with remorſeleſs Rage, and beat her tender Breaft, as if ſhe wou'd 
vainly revenge upon her felf the Injuries het Siſter ſuffer d. O ye 


eternal Powers, cry d the afflicted Maid, why was I made this Wretck 5 


© Pamels, my deareſt lovely Sifter, had it pleasd Heaven to have 
ſpar'd my Eyes the agonizing Sight of thy ſad Fate, I ſhou'd have 
thought it Merey, tho my Death alone cou d have had Power to pre- 


vent it; but now my Woe is perfeck, thy happy Soul is fled to bliſs. 


fil Manſions, and left me in a_wretched World ſtruggling with rude 
Calamity, which with irs cruel Gripe his ſeiz d my helpleſs Youth, 
and will not be appeas'd but by my ſure Deſtruction. O my loſt Pa. 
mela, how did T love thy Goodnefs ! how revere tliy Wiſdom ! But 
thou art gone, and I muſt never more enjoy thy much-loy'd Compa- 
ny, nor have my attentive Ears filld with thy Kind Inſtructions ; 
hel wert the Guider of my tender Years, more than fupply'd a cruel 
Mother's Place, who flings me from her Arms, Heaven knows how 
undeſervedly ! But while Pamela livd, that Miſery was ſcarcely felt. 
Curs'd be this wretched Day, that gave ſufficient Light for ſuch a pi: 
reous Deed ! O may it never know Proſperity ! be wip'd away from 
Fare's eternal Annals, or elſe. be mark d to all Futurity as. a Day of 
finiſh'd Horror and never ending Woe! May it n&er be mention'd 
but with attending Imprecations, nor let no dating Wretch attempt 


1 | 3 ok bes PEEL. „ F AED ERECT 5 £1534 : 4 
to invoke offended Heaven on it, leſt his Prayers return upon his 


Head trebled in Curſes! O Pamela! thou art for ever loſt, for ever 
gone! No more ſhall I behold thee! O Gods; how can J bear that 
b dreadful 
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368 Or Philip Sidney's ARCADIA; 


dreadful Certainty, and yet ſurvive; but long it will not be cet 
T ſhall follow; and while I am neceſſitated ro bear this Load of 
Life, my ſuppliant Hands ſhall be continually held up in Prayers 
to righteous Heaven for ample Vengeance to be ſhower'd down 
upon thy Murderers. Thus, with Heart- rending Agonies, did ſhe la. 
ment her Siſter, and bemoan herſelf till her fainting Spirits were a- 
gain oerpower'd, and ſhe ſunk down in ſo deep a Swoon, that her 
Attendants almoſt deſpair'd of ever more reviving her ; bur, at laſt, 
with proper Applications they brought her back to Life! Alas, cry'd 
ſhe, opening her half-clos'd Eyes, Why, cruel Women, do you uſe me 
thus ? Is it not ſufficient that I already have endur'd, far fiercer Ago- 
nies than any Death can bring, and which Death only can releaſe me 
from, but you mult force me back to Life, and a freſh Senſe of my 
diſtracting Pains? Let me conjure ye, if yet you have not loſt all Senſe 
of Pity and Humanity, not to torment me longer; but ſuffer me to 


follow my hapleſs Siſter, and ſo excuſe your Hands from being deeper 


embru'd in Blood and Cruelty !. But, oh Pamela, both Heaven and 
Earth deny me ſo much Mercy: I fear Tam reſerv d for greater Evils; 

et is there not that Miſery which I cou'd not have ſuſtain d with un- 
mov d Reſolution, except thy Loſs : Thou wert my Pattern; thy 


Steps I trod; thy Wiſdom was my Guide: Now am I left in erring 


Darkneſs, without a friendly Hand to lead me thro'the Maze of Life: 
But if my Perſecuters may be believ d, they yet will ſhow me ſo much 


| Mercy as to ſend me after thee, Thus in diſtracted Sentences ſhe 


continued to bewail herſelf till her remorſeleſs Jaylors grew tired of 
her Company, tho their harden'd Boſoms were not in the leaſt moy'd, 
either to pity or redreſs her Wrongs; and therefore leaving only one 
Woman wich her, to prevent any Violence her Agony of Grief might 
tempt her to commit upon her ſelf, they went to give Cecropia an 
Account of her Behaviour, and conſult how they might beſt make 


Advantage of their late bloody Maſlacre. 


After ſeveral Propoſals, one of the Women, that uſed chiefly to at- 
tend upon Zelmane, told Cecropia, that upon ſeveral Occaſions ſhe had 
found that there was the moſt inviolable Friendſhip between Zelmane 
and Philoclea ; which was the Reaſon that ſhe adviſed the Curtains 
ſhou'd be drawn from before her Window when Pamela was beheaded, 
that ſhe might be in ſtill greater Apprehenſion for her darling Friend; 
and therefore it was her Opinion that they cou'd not take a better 
Mcthod than now, while both their Spirits were full of Horror at 
Pamela's Fate, to ſuffer them to meet ; for it wou'd certainly not only 
urge Zelmane on to be more carneſt with Philoclea to comply with Am- 

hialus' Love, but make her much more apt to yield to her kind Per- 
ſwaſions. This Advice met ſo much the Approbation of Cecropia, that 
ſhe gave immediate Orders for the Perſon that propoſed, it to go and 


aſſure Zelmane, that Philoclea was deſtin'd, and that very ſoon to 
| 1 hate 
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flare ks Siſter's Fate, unleſs ſhe wou'd conſent to gratify Amphialus 
Love; which Meſſage the Woman perform'd in every particular, ad- 
ding manly, as the thought, unanſwerable Reaſons why Amphialus 
was tlie nioſt proper Nach for 5 chat cou'd POR be 


found. 


Zelmie, wäo had but lately been made acquainted with the cruel 
Uſage which the Princeſſes had met with, and her Eyes juſt wounded 


with the dreadfhl Sight bf one of their Deſtructions, was ſo confus'd and 


ſhock'd, that ſhe tou'd not preſently collect her Judgment enough to 
give a determinate Anſwer, and therefore begg'd the Woman that ſhe 


might have ſome Time allowed her to conſider what ſhe had offer'd, 


who granted her that Night; a Night not half ſo black as her deſpair- 
ing Mind! The Battle in Her Thoughts was long and powerful; for 
tho' ſhe wou'd hertelf with Joy have ſactificed a thouſand Lives, had 
ſhe been in Poſſeſſion of them, to have preſerv'd Philoclea from a Rival's 


: Arms, yer ſhe cou'd not bear to think the lovely Maid ſhou'd die by her 


Decree ; and ſhe who wou'd with Joy have given up her Life when ſer 
in Competition with her own Honour, yer was very near diſpencing 


with it when Philoclea s came in queſtion ; her Tongue refus'd, on any 
Terms, to pronounce her Death, and ſhe at laſt determin'd to preſerve 
her at any Rate: But the next thing to be conſider d was, how ſhe ſhou'd 


extricate her from the next Degree to Death, which was her being 
married to another. This touch'd her Thoughts and her Invention to 


the quick; and after revolving a thouſand impracticable Ways in her 
diſtracted Mind, ſhe concluded that Philotlea ſhou'd pretend to yield. 


to all that Cecropia ask d, and ſo gain time by flattering Promiſes and 
and well laid Stratagems, till by converſing with Amphialus ſhe might 


work upon him to give her Liberty; and all that ſhe deſir'd was to 


be but once more in Poſſeſſion of that and of a Sword, and then ſhe 
did not doubt but very ſoon to ſer rhe Princeſs at perfect Liberty; ſo 


trifling did Amphialus Forces ſeem, when look d upon from the 


tow ring Height of her exalted Love. ; 


| | Bip with this Reſolution, tho' ſtrongly bound, ſhe was convey'd 
to Philaclea's Chamber, fully determin'd in herſelf what ſhe wou'd 
fay, and what powerful Reaſons ſhe wou'd make uſe of to urge 
her into a Compliance with her tender Wiſhes: The mourning Fair 
was fat upon her Bed, the Extremity of Sorrow had ſeiz'd her 
Soul, and brought her almoſt to a Lethargy of Grief ; bur neither that 
nor the Agitation of contending Paſſions, which had ſo long main- 


tain'd a eruel War within her tortur'd Breaſt, cou'd have the Power to 


ruffle the Compdoſute of her Face, or rob her Beauty of a ſingle Charm; 

and tho? adorn'd with nought bur killing Grief, and deep Deſpair, 
yet ſhe appear'd (at leaft ro Pyrocl's) as lovely as when in the greateſt: 
Calm of Happinefs. When he was ſeated by her, and che Woman 
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| ther? As ro what you ſay of fergning a Regard, believe me I am fo 
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gone, (who retird: becauſe ſhe choughr chat poſſibly Philoctes 
wou'd be aſham'd to be prevaild upon before her, who had 


heard her ſo many times affirm ſhe never wou'd-): the Language of 


their Eyes was for ſome time the only one they cou'd make uſe of, 
Zelmane attempred firſt to ſpeak ; but the eloquent Perſwaſions which 
ſhe intended to make Uſe of, were all broke and diſorder'd, and ſhe 
only had the Power in half-form'd Sentences to cry, O Philoclea 
O thou injur'd Excellence! why have I livd to prove this ſad Alterna- 
tive? But, think, my Soul's eternal Hope, Death will for ever ſepa- 
rate us; yet all the Powers of Heaven and Earth can witneſs for me, 
that nothing but this cruel Strait could ever have prevail d upon me 
to have reſign d Here the Violence of her riſing Paſſions 
ſwelld her Breaſt to ſuch a Height, that het Breath could not find a 
Paſſage to expreſs. her farther Meaning, but ſhe ſunk almoſt fainting 
on the Bed; which Philoclea ſeeing, My Pyrocles, ſaid ſhe, I am bur 
too well alured, that this exceeding Satisfaction of your Preſence is 
not allow'd me as the Forerunner of any Good deſignd me; bur I ſup- 
poſe, in order for you to influence me to preſerve my Life with the 
Ranſom of my Honour; tho ſure I think no Mortal breathing ſhou'd be 
ſo improper or ſo unwilling an Advocate in ſuch a Cauſe; yet poſſibly 
you wou'd urge me to preſerve my Life, tho' at ſo dear a Purchaſe. 
Your ſacred Honour, reply'd the amaz'd Pyrocles, No, Philoclea, the 
Heav'ns forbid that any Cauſe ſhou'd work me up to wilh that ble- 
miſh'd ; but yet I think without an Injury to That, you may pretend 
at leaſt to be prevail'd upon, ſince where Deceir is uſed, it can be no In- 
Juſtice to return it. This is all that, would my flutrering Spirits have 


given me leave, I wou'd before have beg'd, ſince by gaining time my 


Liberty may be procur d, or ſomething unexpected happen to relieve 
us. | WERE 


Belieye me, Pyrocles, reply'd the ſteady Fair, Hope is the greateſt 
Traytor we can deal with; it would delude us with flattering Promiſes 
and fruitleſs Expectation, only to make our Fall the heavier ; and as 
to gaining Time, how can that be eſteem'd a Happineſs to choſe poor 
Wretches, whoſe Hours all paſs in Anguiſh and Diſpair : Can you be- 
lieve Pamela's Fate has had no more Effect upon me? Or is Pife fo 
valuable that it is worth ſupporting in Slavery and Bondage ? Or 
grant it were, how cou'd I reach my Tongue ſo meanly to betray my 


Heart, as to pronounce J love to any but Pyrocles 2 For what ſhou'd 


I commit ſo great a Baſeneſs, only to ſave a deſpicable Life > O my 
Pamela, wou'd I ſurvive my Siſter! Yet, my Pyrocles, Heavn knows, 


amidſt theſe complicated Tlls,-I wou d for thy dear Sake accept of Life, 


tho nothing elſe cou'd make me bear the Weight of it after Pamela's 
Loſs ; but well I know I ne er can live to thee, and is thy Love fo full 
of baſe Allay, that thou canſt bear to ſee me in the Poſſeſſion of ano- 


little 


 Moderniz'd by Arn. S TAN EE. 371 


tht Miſtreſs of Diſſimulation, that I ſhou'd ſoon betray the Coun- 
rerfeit ; but cou'd I play the Part of a Difſembler, the moſt finiſhed 


one in this unhappy Caſe wou'd. have. no room to act; an immediate 


Anuſwer is required; but that alone wont ſatisfy unleſs Perfotmance 
follows; and that 1 never will conſent to had T Ten thouſand Lives to 
lacrifice: No, Death is not to me ſo great a Bugbear; therefore ſhock 
me no more, my dear Pyrocles, nor make Death doubly terrible by 
torturing my Reſolution; for ſince I can't in Life enjoy your Love, the 
next Degree of 1 is dying a Martyr to it. When I am gone, 

cherifh my Memory; and tho I know my felf unreaſonable in what 
I'm going to.cntreat, yet, O Pyrocles, I muſt ask it; let not another 
Woman enjoy my Right of Love; for tho I know my ſelf far unwor- 
thy of thee, who not in all the habitable Earth canſt find an Equal, 

yet think my Love was meritorious, and that no other Woman cer 
will with Juſtice reckon half my Sum. Pyrocles was ſo depreſs'd with 
theſe moving and emphatical Expreſſions, that conſcious how unex- 
preſſive Words wou'd be to ſpeak his Gratitude and her wondrous Me- 
rit, he continued in a deadly Silence, fill'd with Deſpair, and deſtitute 
of the leaſt Gleam of Comfort, till the Attendants came in to en- 
quire how he had ſuccecded. The Sight of them rous'd him out of 
his Trance of Woe, and put him upon renewing his Intreaties, tho he 
fcatce knew himſelf what he wou'd ask; but the Subſtance of them 
was to beg Delays : But Philocled's Reſolution; like Rocks of Ada- 
mant, was not to be remov'd by Force or Stratagem; and at laſt re- 
ceiving all his ardorous Intreaties without making any Reply, he was 
_ bbliged to end theni, yer begg'd that he might have another Opportu- 
nity allow'd him; which, with ſeveral more were granted; till at laſt 


Cecropia finding that theſe Delays were of no ſort of Conſequence, ſhe 


determin'd to purſue her firſt Intention. While poor | Zelmane, waſt- 
ing with Sorrow and torturing Suſpence, quite deſperate when in 
Philoclea's Preſence, and mad when abſent from her, found herſelf re- 
duced to ſich a dread Neceffity; that ſhe had not the leaſt Gleam of 
Hope remaining, but to ſubmit the greateſt Courage that the World 
cou d boaſt, to meanly fall at Cecropids Feet, and beg a Reſpit of her 
Doom till ſhe cou d further try the Force of her Perſwaſions. 


Cecropia pretended to be greatly affected by her Importen; in- 
ſomuch, that many Days of painful Life were gaind to the ſad Philo- 
clea ; while Zelmane in ſome Degree relievd her anxious Heart with 
Hopes that they might meet with ſome Relief from Muſidorus, who 
fhe knew wou d uſe his utmoſt Power to ſuceour and relieve them; till 
one fatal Morning a buſtling Noiſe awak'd her from a little Slumber 
which her tired Body had ſtolen from her ovetwatehful Mind; her 
Eyes no ſooner open d, but buſy Cate reſum'd his wonted poſt, and 


Jumping from her Bed, ſhe went directly to the Window which 


8 the Hall, for thither the Noiſe directed, and there her 
Eyes 
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Eyes encounter d (the Curtains being left undrawn ter ſince PA 
melas Execution) Six or Seven People ſtanding on the Scaffold; and 
ſoon as they diſpers d, ſhe ſaw the Head of Philoriea ſwiming in 
Blood, and placed in the Midſt of a Golden Baſon. This horrid unex- 


pected Sight at firſt ſo ſiez d her Sences, that ſhe doubted whether ſhe 
really ſaw, or whether it was only a Dream of Terror; but ſtretching 


her aching Eyes to their full Limits, ſhe too plainly found It was in- 
deed her Philoclea's Face in that ſad Situation: Tr had no Veil but a 
livid Paleneſs, yet look d as beautifully as when ſupported by the 
lovely Body; her ſparkling Eyes ſhone: with their uſual Luſtre, and as 
they moy'd, for yet they were not clos d, they caſt a Light around 


that wou'd have made the mourning Gazets think, that, ſo far from 


being robb'd by Death of that Brightneſs fot which they were before 
ſo wondrous conſpicuous, they had warm'd the frozen God, and in- 


ſpir d him with Motion. 


Grief, Pity, Wonder, Rage, and ſore Amazement, were all united 
in Pyrocles' Breaſt at this diſtracting Sight; his Spirits boil'd with 
{tritared Fury, and, in an Agony of deſperate Paſſion, he blaſphem'd 
the Heavens, and curſs d the hoſpitable Earth. O Gods, cry'd he, 


can you pretend to Juſtice, and yer ſtand tamely by and ſuffer ſuch 
an execrable Act, without levelling immediate Thunder on the Mur- 


derers Heads? By Heaven, twas more than Particide ! Were there 4 
Providence, this impious AQ could never have been ſuffer'd, for Ju- 
ſtice ought to be its Attribute: Bur ſurely erring Chance guides all 
below; yet if this miſerable World has a ſupreme Commander, let 
him unite his Force to ſhower down all his Hoard of Curſes on my 
devoted Head; and if he can contrive to make me more exquiſitely 
wretched than T am, III ſay he is indeed a God. O Philoclea] wert 
thou for this made the moſt perfect Creature that Nature ever ſorm d? 


Have I for this employ'd my watchful Nights and weary Days in 


never-ceaſing Prayers to irtelentleſs Heaven for thy Deliverance? 
May that Hand, that execrable Hand, which gave the cruel Blow, 
rot hourly off with lingring Torments ; arid may the impious De- 
vil that commanded the dire Execution, be doom d eternally to groan 


under an equal Weight of Agonies with thoſe that now gnaw my 


diſtracted Heart, and make me curſe my Being. But why, Pyrocles, 
doſt thou employ thy Time in womaniſh Complainings? Death Rl 


is in thy Power; lay hold of that Relief, and defy the further Ma- 


lice of thy Stars. Here in a bh: nzy of Deſpair, (being depriy'd of 
every Weapon that could gi m Liberty,) he ran with furious 
Strength againſt the Wall, Rink fa wich one rude Blow to diſpoſſeſs 
his Brains, and put himſelf beyond the Pain of Thinking ; but the 
Eagerneſs of his Deſign prevented the Execution of it; for in the 
Haſte of Running, his Feet trip'd, which in ſome Meaſure broke 
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| the Blow, yet not ſo much but that he fen upon the Floor ſtunn . 
and for ſome Moments inſenſible of Anguiſh. 


But ſoon he found himſelf revive to Life and Miſery; when lifting 
himſelf from off the Floor, with an Intent to give a ſurer Blow, he 
thoughr he heard a Voice, which, in a hollow Accent, cry'd Revenge, 
Revenge! Whether it was his Guardian Angel which aſſum'd that 
Voice, to prevent him from doing an unnatural Murder on himſelf, or 
that his 'wandfing Spirits, made ſubject by their Weakneſs to Starrs 
of Fancy, hit upon that Sound, I can't determine; but from that Time 
it fo affected him, that it ſtopp'd his preſent Purpoſe of raking that 
Revenge upon himſelf which was due to others ; and in the Flights of 
his Diſtraction, he determin'd (without conſidering whether it were 
practicable) to deſtroy all the Amphialians, without ſparing the reſiſt- 

leſs Women or helpleſs Infants ; then to raze the Caſtle, and in its 


room erect a ſumptuous Monument for Pamela, and another for Phi. 


loclea, and then facrifice himſelf upon the Tomb. Inſpired with this 
Thought, he grew a little calmer, content to bear the eaget Thirſt of 


Death, till he cou'd find a way to free himſelf, and put in Execution 


this big Reſolve : But when he was again upon his Feet, they of them- 
ſelves convey d him to the Window, that he might take another fad 
Adieu, and feaſt his Eyes with once more beholding his PHiloclea' s 
beauteous Face: But alas! that direful Satisfaction was denied him, 
for the Head, and all the Attendants were remoy'd, and nothing left 
but the fatal Scaffold, ſurrounded with folemn Silence and dreadful 
Stillneſs. Alas! ſaid he, and are my weeping Eyes denied the Satiſ- 
faction of a laſt laſt Look ? Perhaps Tm envy'd even the Excellence 
of Sorrow: But in that I place my extremeſt Happineſs ; nor can the 
Gods themſelves rob me of that wrerched Satisfaction. No, Philoclea, 
while I have Life and Breath, it ſhall be ſpent in mourning thy untimely 
Fate. The World has done its worſt by me, for which my dying 
Curſes ſhall attend it; nor will it ſuffer leſs irs ſelf, for irs chief Orna- 
ment is gone, Malicious Envy will now deny that Beauty ever had à 
Being, ſince the only perfect Pattern of it is now no more: No more 
the Muſick of her Voice ſhall give us the Idea of that which plays 
triumphant in the heavenly Spheres. Virtue hereafter will be known 
by nothing more than Name, fince the very Centre of it is deſtroy d; 
and Envy, Malice, Cruelty and Rage is planted in its ſtead. How 
vainly do the Philoſophers aver, that Hope is the laſt Paſſion that ani- 

mates the Soul, nor leaves it till ſeparared from tlie Body: I am a 
living wretehed Witneſs, that their Morality is falſe; my Hopes and 


Wiſhes are all buried in Philoclea s Tomb; nor has Heaven left itſelf 1 


poſſeſs d of Power to make me happy ! O Lore, make haſte and prune 
thy tender Wings; then fly to Philoclea's Grave, and there quench all 
thy Fires, ſince there is nothing left in Life to juſtify che Extrava« 
bande of thy tranſporting Paſſion, or blend it into Reaſon. Mourn 
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ye Arcadians, let Sackcloth dreſs your Bodies, and trickling Tears be 
all rhe Jewels that adorn your Faces. Your Princeſs is deſtroy'd by 

ſacrilegious Hands, torn from your officious Tenderneſs, and given up 
a Prey to rank Ambition and inſatiate Envy. 


Thus in Complaints, attended with Heart-rending Groans, and 
Sighs that thrill'd thro' every Vein, he ſpent the weary Day; his neceſ- 
ſary Food he utterly refus'd, nor was there any then about him that 
had Tenderneſs enough to preſs him to receive it. When Night ar- 
riv'd, he ſpent it in the ſame Exceſs of Agony, ſometimes throwing 
himſelf upon the Floor, ſometimes upon his Bed, but alike he found 
them reſtleſs, ſtill calling upon Philoclea, and every ſad Moment re. 
newing his Complaints; when juſt about the Dawning of the Day, 
finding his Spirits quite fatigued, and his Limbs tired, he flung him- 
ſelf a-croſs his Bed, and for ſome Moments lay without Motion, when 
of a ſudden he thought he heard a Ruſtling in his Chamber, and ſtart- 
ing up, in an angry Tone of Voice, he ask'd, Who 'twas that durſt 
preſume to interrupt his Griefs 2 One, reply'd the Perſon, that from 
her Soul petitions Heaven to grant you Happineſs and Length of Days. 
How, reply'd he, may that Heaven ſoon ſtop thy uncharitable Breath, for 
wiſhing me the greateſt Curſe my Nature cou d ſuſtain, This rude 
unmannerd Anſwer, reply'd the Voice, is far unworthy the Greatneſs 
of your Soul, but fully anſwerable to your preſent weak Behaviour; 
tis now ſome Hours ſince J was let into your Room, unheard by you, 
ſo ſtrongly were you ſeparated from your ſelf, brought hicher by my 
Curioſity, to know ſo great, ſo fine a Creature, as you have been 
repreſented ; but Fame J ſee's a common Babler, that ſpeaks but on 
Report; for all this Night J have been liſtning to your Words, and 
find 'em far more anſwerable to the weakeſt of our puling Sex, than 
to ſo fam d an Amazon, I wou d, reply d Fyrocles, thou wert a Man, 
that I might convince thee, to thy Coſt, that Im no Trifler; but ag 
thou art a Woman, I will ſo far condeſcend, as to anſwer thy unjuſt 
Reproaches, and tell thee, that T have a curſed Cauſe for Grief, fo 
horrible, that but ro hear it nam'd, wou'd move the Hearts of Ty- 
gers, and teach them to relent : All Nature ought to mourn as much 
as I, ſince Philoclea's dead. How are you ſure of that? anſwer'd the 
Lady ; perhaps you are deceiy'd, 'tis poſſible ſhe yer may live, O 
that we both were dead upon thoſe happy Terms, reply'd he eagerly, 
Nay now, ſaid ſhe, the Violence of your Paſſion. tranſports you far 
beyond the Bounds of Reaſon; for were you dead, and ſhe alive, 
wou'd not the Diſtance be as great between you, as on the contrary ? 
But ſuppoſe her irrecoverably gone, was ſhe not born to die? For 
what do you lament then? only becauſe ſhe cou'd not be immortal; 
yet a few Years and Fate had ſhear d her Thread of Life. Where is 
the mighty Difference then, whether the Fruit be torn from off the 
Tree while yet tis green, or ſuſſer d to hang on till of itſelf it falls 
| a Prey 


* 


Moderniz'd' by Mri. STANLEY. 375 


two valuable Women are remov d, who only cou'd ſupport the Worth 
of Female-kind ! What is there leſt in all that trifling empty Sex, 


but Babbling and Buſineſs > Your Scorn, reply'd ſhe, ſhan't releaſe 


you from my unwelcome Viſit ; for ſince you won't accept that cha- 
ritable Comfort T came to offer, out of Revenge Ill ſtay, that you 
may know there yet are farther Plagues in Store for you. With all 
my Hearr, reply'd he ; for the ſhort Time that I am doom'd to drag 


this Load of Life, I would not know a Moment's Reſt. Surely, re- 


ply'd the Lady, you take your ſelf to be of more than mortal Con- 
ſequence, that ſince all humane Things muſt meet an End, and have 
their Being given them only on that Condition, you ſhou'd repine 


that Philoclea was not exempted from the general Doom, becauſe | 


you plac'd your Happineſs in her uncertain Life: But 'tis not her 


that you lament, tis for your ſelf alone you grieve ; ſince, were her 
Happineſs conſider'd, you ſhou'd rejoice rather than mourn, that ſhe 


has prov'd her ſelf worthy your Friendſhip, and by one glorious Act 
preſery'd her Honour, and freed her ſelf from all the Miſeries that 
patient Merit meets in this ill-judging World. Peace, cry'd Py- 
rocles, with thy ill-tim'd Philoſophy ; go preach it to the whiſtling 
Winds; they full as ſoon will liſten to the Force of Words. Suppoſe 
tis for my ſelf alone I grieve, have I not conſummate Cauſe? Am I 
not robb'd of all my preſent Joys and future Peace? Which ever Way 
1 turn my joyleſs Sight, Confuſion and Deſpair preſent themſelves; 
they ſeize me like two ravening Fiends, and will not be appeas'd, but 


with my certain Ruin. Alas, ſaid ſhe, you much deceive your ſelf, 


in fancying that Nature, when ſhe form'd your Philoclea, did not pre- 
ſerve a Power to her ſelf, of not only creating many more her Equals, 
bur even much ſuperior to her, and whom you your ſelf wou'd own 
to be ſo, wou'd you ſhake off this Miſt of Paſſion, and give impartial 
Reaſon leave to judge. | 


This laſt Sentence provoked him to ſuch a high Degree of Fury, that 
jumping off the Bed, he went determined, ſpight of good Manners, 
to turn this Wrangler out of his Room ; but coming nearer, by the 
dawning Light, which juſt began to uſurp the Face of Darkneſs, he 
{aw, or thought he ſaw, the very Form of Philoclea, dreſs'd in her 
brighteſt Beauties, and fully viſible as when alive. The violent Sur- 
prize ſo much affected him, that his Strength failed him, and he fell 
proſtrate at her Feet: Thou heavenly Being, cry d he, ſince in Com- 
paſſion to my Miſeries thou haſt ſubmitted again to take a mortal 
Shape, well might your own be fixd upon, ſince Heaven it ſelf could 
not have Power to bleſs you with a brighter; permit me to enquire 
why that beauteous Form ſo ſoon was ſnatch d from our deſiring Eyes? 
Why did the Almighty Powers permit Injuſtice and Oppreſſion ſo far to 
govern? Why was you ſhown a Pattern of Perfection, to be, ſo Joon 

| | emoy d» 
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removd 2 Be not deceiv d, cry'd ſhe, my dear Pyrecles, T am no At; 
gel; your Phitoclea lives, lives to be once more folded in your Arms, 
and in one happy Moment paid for an Age of Torment: Upon that 
ſhe gave him her alablaſter Hand, ſtill warm and yielding to his fond 
Impreſſion. This ſudden Turn of Joy o ercame his Spirits, and put 
him into ſuch Confuſion, that he could not for a conſiderable Time 
believe his Senſes : The guſhing Teats ſtood ready in his Eyes to al. 
lay the doubtful Tranſport. Alas! cry'd he, how is it poſſible I ſhou'd 
give Credit to my deluded Senſes, or truſt them when they contradict 
themſelves ; but Yeſterday they gave me a too fatal Proof that your 
angelick Face was ſeparated from the dear lovely Body; To. day 
they tell me that was all Deluſion, and that you ſtill exiſt to Love and 
me; but yet I will not ſuffer that Tyrant, Hope, to flatter me into a 
weak Credulity, which after the Deceit is ſeen thro', will make my 


Agonies and my Deſpair the greater: If Witchcraft is not moſt pre- 


dominant in this accurſed City, theſe Eyes were ſad Spectators of 
Pamela's untimely Fate, and after ſaw that heavenly Face ſmiling in 
Death, and beautiful in ſpight of all thoſe cruel Agonies which con- 
ſtantly attend the torturing Separation of the Soul and Body ; how, 
my eternal Dear, can this be ſo, and you alive! And if it be not fo, 


how can J truſt my Senſes ! If they were not to be believ'd, why 


ſhou'd I ſuffer my ſelf to be thus vainly flatter'd into an Aſſurance, 
that what they now preſent to my eager Wiſhes, is not the Effect 
of meer Diſtraction, and the Repreſentation of an over-tir'd Fancy. 


Truſt me, my Pyrocles, replyd the tender Maid, (whoſe melting 
Heart felt every Pang his Doubts occaſion d,) you may give Credit 


to your Senſes, and be aſſur d that T am ſtill alive, and only live to 


you ; nor is my Siſter dead, as you imagin'd, altho the miſchievous 
Cecropia invented artful Slights to make each of us think our ſelyes 
aſſur'd the other was deſtroy d; which Stratagem ſhe hop'd wou'd 
fright us into a Compliance; and firſt, as juſtly thinking that my 
Strength of Mind was far inferior to my Siſter's, ſhe made me be a 
Witneſs, as I then firmly thought, of my Pamela's Execution; but 


indeed it was Arteſia, that guileful Maid, who juſtly ſuffer'd for her 


double Treachery ; tho, had I been her Judge, her Puniſhment had 
been referr d to righteous Heaven: This Lady, dreſs'd in my Siſter's 
Cloaths, which they took from her under Pretence of changing them 
for others, did they execute in my deſpairing Sight; and when they 
found me ſtill continue obſtinate, which glorious Reſolution thy Love 
alone, my Pyrocles, cou'd have inſpir d me with, they try'd with the 
ſame cruel Artifice to work upon my Siſter, placing me under the 
Scaffold, in which there was a Hole bor'd for the Occaſion, and fix'd 
to that a Golden Baſon without a Bottom; the Sides of it were ſo 
artfully beſmear'd with Blood, that you your ſelf may judge, whether 
ic was poſſible, when my Neck was plac'd in the Midſt of it, to di- 
1 ſtinguiſh 
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ftinguiſh but that it flow'd from my diſtorted Veins. When they had 


vey'd me back to my deſolate Apartment, and went to ſee whether 
the Appeatance of my Death had liad the wiſh'd Effect upon my Si- 
ſter ; bur her noble Mind; that con'd without a Pauſe have met her 
own Deſtruction, was ſhock d ſo violently at the Injuries I ſuffer'd, 
that ſhe defy'd them to exert their utmoſt Malice in her behalf, for 
that ſhe never wou'd receive or Food or Comfort from the Hands 


that Day not to receive the leaſt Degree of Nouriſhment ; till at laſt, 
my pious Aunt, finding us both reduc'd to ſach a ſad Extremity, that 
a few Hours wou'd in all Probability bring us in Reality to our pre- 
tended End, and which wou'd not inanyKind anſwer her Purpoſe, inform'd 
us of the Counterfeit, and ſuffer d us to have an Interview with one 
another: with how much Joy, my Pyrocles, you ſurely are a Judge, 
ſince my panting Heart informs me, that you now are ſenſible of an 
equal Share; only this ſad Allay attended it, that we were both ſu- 
ſpicious that we were reſery'd to prove; if poſlible, ſuperior Miſe- 
ries. It is indeed my firm Opinion, that this little Reſpite is only 
granted us to make our future Torments leſs ſupportable; tho' one of 
my appointed Guardians, who ever has been more tender of me than 
the reſt, wou'd fain inſinuate, that this Change proceeds entirely from 
Amphialus ; who, having heard ſome Whiſpers of our inhumane Treat- 
ment, ſent immediately for his Mother to attend him, having kept 
his Bed eer ſince his late Engagement, and conjurd her, by all that 
Tenderneſs that ſhe pretended for him, to give us the ſame gene- 
rous Uſage that ſhe wou d hope her ſelf; vowing, by all the 
dreadfiil Imprecations which he cou'd invent, that if he ever came 
to know that, upon his Account, I had felt the ſmalleſt Pang 
but want of Liberty, he would not ſuffer Life another Hour . 
and the ſame Woman told me, ſhe was ſo well acquainted with 
his Humour, that ſhe was very ſure, were he inform'd how bar- 
barouſly we had been us'd, his Mother's Death wou'd be the Con- 
ſequence, but that her Cunning ſtill had kept it from his Know- 
ledge, only having by Chance heard his Attendants whiſper my 
Name, he had, ir ſeems, out of his honourable Love, given this 
Charge about us, tho I think our being confind at all proves his Paſ- 
ſion very unworthy of that Epithet. But upon this, Cecropia's Fears 
oblig'd her to give us the Liberty of the Caſtle; for me, I am too 
well acquainted. with the Baſeneſs, both of her ſelf, and thoſe ſhe 
places near us, to give Credit to any thing that they can urge, ſince 
1 know my Honour is the Mark that guides their Aim, and which 
they. wou'd at any Rate beat down : Therefore, my dear Pyrocles, 
expect the worſt, and arm thy noble Soul to bear the Effects of it 
with Fortitude ; and, notwithſtanding what may happen, enjoy the 
5D preſent 


kept me in that uneaſy Poſture till I was almoſt ſtrangled, they con- 


of thoſe that were diſtinguiſh'd by the accurſed Title of my Murder 
ers. Thus obſtinate in Grief, and ſtrict to Friendſhip, ſhe petſiſted all 
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preſent happy Hour, which, T muſt own, I ſtole from Death with in- 
finite Delight, to employ it in ſeeing my darling Siſter, and my dearet 
Love; and for that Purpoſe, the Moment that my Liberty was gi- 
ven me, I flew to my Pyrocles Chamber, where entring in, your 
Grief had ſo cntirely employ'd your Senſes, thar you heard me nor: 
and, O forgive me, my eternal Happineſs, for ſuffering you to bear 
it a Moment longer, when I cou'd have remoy'd the Cauſe ; but the 
- Pleaſure I conceiy'd at hearing my Death ſo eagerly lamented by that 
dear Mouth, took from me the Power of diſcovering my ſelf: Believe 
me, my Pyrocles, that one extatic Moment has more than paid me 
for all the Miſeries I have receiv d; to be my ſelf a Witneſs of my 
Pyrocles Truth, and not only that, but to be aſſur'd that not the Grave 
irſelf had Power to alter it, is ſuch a ſolid Satisfaction, as makes a large 
Amends for all the Ills T have or can endure : My Soul diſſolvd in 
pleaſing Anguiſh at thy ſad Lamentations, yet had I not the Power to 
put a Stop to them till T had farther prov'd their Truth, by trying if thy 
Soul was capable of Comfort; which unneceſſary Stratagem I purſued 
ſo long, till you were very near obliging me to quit your Chamber. 
Pyrocles, who had all this Time remain'd in the moſt deep Amaze- 
ment, but late flung into the bottomleſs Abyſs of dread Deſpair, now 
rais'd to the extremeſt Pinnacle of Hope, contending Paſſions ſhock'd 
his Soul too much for Words to expreſs ; but on her Hand, that hap- 
py Pledge that ſhe had given him to confirm his wavering Faith, he 
printed the fond Aﬀections that moy'd his labouring Soul; but after 
his firſt Surprize and Extaſy began to fettle into a calmer Satisfaction, 
and that he had in ſome Degree check'd the Exceſs of his oppoſing 
Paſſions, he began to reflect upon their preſent hapleſs Cafe ; but com- 
forting himſelf and her, that the Fury of the Storm was furely ſpent 
and over, ſince as to all the Torments that Wir and Malice cou'd in- 
vent, they had already try d; and if they were determin'd to cloſe 
the Scene with Death, they certainly wou'd then have done it, when 
Amphialus, confin d by Ulnefs, was not in a Capacity of preventing 
it, ſhou'd his fond Paſſion interpoſe; (till earneſtly entreating her fo 
far to ſecond Amphialus Love, that ſhe might procure his Liberty; 
and then what Difficulties cou'd not his Love and Courage united 
overcome! | 5 


Whoever wou d pretend to paint in lively Characters the Inter- 
view between this hunted Pair of hapleſs Lovers, muſt firſt himſelf be 
ſenſible of the Extremes of diſtant Paſſions joining in the Soul, and 
tearing it a thouſand ſeveral Ways: Their preſent Joy of Meeting 
was now O ercome with dreadful Apprehenſions of an eternal Separa- 
tion; then Hope aſſumed the Government; but long his Power had 
not maintained the Field, cer that gygantic Monſter, fell Deſpair, 
routed his Force, and took Poſſeſſion of the batrer'd Place. At length 
the intruding Sun, with piercing Rays, inform d them that twas time 
- | ta 
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mitted him to take a fond Embrace, and print upon her Lips, with an 
extatic Kiſs, that Rapture, which defy'd the Power of Words to ex- 

reſs: Then leaving him tv feed on the Reflection of his paſt Bliſs, 
the went directly to het Siſter's Chamber; where ſhe had been bur a 
few Moments, When Amphialns, all weak and fainting, ſupported by 
his Servants, was conducted to them : His panting Heart, ne'er ſince 
he had heard the Sound of Philacleas Name pronounced in murmur- 
ing Whiſpers, had granted him the leaſt Repoſe ; altho' not any of 
his Attendants, awd by his Mother's Violence, durſt acquaint him 
with her barbarous Uſage : Innumerable Meſſengers he hourly ſent, 
during his whole Confinement, to enquire of her Health, and whether 
there was any thing within his Power that cou'd alleviate her Con- 
finement ; but till ſuch Anſwers were return'd as beſt ſuited with Ce- 
cropia's Purpoſes ; till at laſt his faithful Heart, dreading he knew not 
what, and fadly allarm'd with Apprehenſions from what flight Mur- 
murs he had heard among the Servants, and having ſpent the Night 
in Agonies, which none but reſtleſs Lovers can imagine, he that 
Morning, unmindful of his Wounds, which ilt cou'd bear the Exerciſe, 
got up; and and being dreſs'd with feeble Limbs; and Looks that 
ſpoke his Mind an equal Sufferer, if not a greater, than his mangled 
Body, he went with dutiful Reſpe@ to wait upon the Princefles ; and 
with ſome Difficulty bending his trembling Knees, he begg'd they 
wou'd forgive any Neglect which his Confinement might have occa- 
ſion'd, endeavouring to excuſe the want of Conveniencies in that li- 
mited Place, to treat them in the Manner that his conſcious Duty in- 
form'd him they deſer vd. Thus this unhappy Youth, impos d upon 
and ignorant of their inhumane Uſage, ſpent his Time in making vain 
Excuſes for trifling Things, while not the Service of his Life cou d 
make Atonement for rhe Outrages which had been offer d to the ſuf- 
fering Fair. 


Pamela riſing Heart, the Moment chat he came into her Preſence; 
ſent all ics warmeſt Blood into her Cheeks, to witneſs how unwel- 
come he was to her Sight; ard urg'd with Injuties too great for her 
high Spirit to fupport with an Equality of Temper ſufficient to heat 
him out, ſhe interrupred him with Fire in her Eyes and Rigour in her 
Words: Traytor, ery'd ſhe, falſe ro thy Blood, thy Honour, and thy 
pretended Love, blaſt not our Ears with thy nauſeous Flattery and 
falſe Excuſes, purſue thy Malice, and continue to rack our Minds 
and Perſons with new-form'd Cruelties, which none but ſuch a Son 
and ſuch a Mother cou'd ever have invented; for my ſelf, and equally 
T anſwer for my unhappy Siſter, not any Reparation, were it in thy 
Power (as it is far from being) to make one anſwerable to the 
Injury, nor the ſincereſt Penitence, ſhou'd ever meet Forgiveneſs in 
dur too > juſtly irritated Boſoms. Amaz d and chunder-ſtruck with this 
ſharp 


ig part; bur cer ſhe went, Pyroctes fo fat provail'd, chat ſhe * 
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ſharp Declamation, which he was ſo little conſcious of deſerving, he 


turn'd to Philoclea; And is this, Madam, cry'd he, ſighing, the Doom 
I'm to expect from you, who only have a Power of pronouncing ir 
Her gentle Heart, more apt to ſoft Impreſſions than her Siſter's Neg. 
dy Mind, was ſadly griev'd to ſee Amphialus ſo moy'd, whom ſhe was 
very much inclin'd to think was ignorant of their unworthy Treat. 
ment; for tho' ſhe never couꝭd endure him as a Lover, yet as a Friend 
and a Relation ſhe ever had eſteem'd him: Now ſeeing him reduc'd 
to ſuch a weak Condition, and in an Agony of Grief and Shame that 
almoſt ſtopp'd his Speech, ſhe dropp'd ſome pitying Tears to his un- 


happy Fate, and only told him, that ſhe had the ſame Reaſon for Re- 


ſentment as her Siſter, which on Enquiry he wou'd be convinc'd of. 
He gave her no Reply, but with an humble Bow immediately quitted 
the Room; and ſending for one of Cecropia's Women, with blended 
Threats and Promiſes, he made her tell him every Particular of the 
Ladies Treatment ; which when he had heard, tlie Torments of the 
ſevereſt Rack are mean to thoſe that ſeiz d his Soul: Ye Gods! cry'd 
he; and then, unable to utter more his Paſſion, being much too big for 
Words, he ſnatch'd one of his Servant's Swords, and having heard before 
that his Mother was gone up to take the Air upon the Leads, with Rage 
and Terror in his Looks, transform'd entirely into Deſpair, he flew upon 
the Wings of Fury after her, none of his Servants daring to interpoſe, 
tho' by his unuſual Geſtures they apprehended ſome dire Event; and 
chere he found her walking as calmly as if her Mind had ne'er been 
conſcious of a guilty Action, tho ſhe was then revolving how ſhe. 
ſhou'd end this wicked Scene of Horror, and determining to give all 
outward Proofs of Kindneſs to her Nieces, while the had them by Poy- 
ſon ſecretly diſpatch'd ; for ſince ſhe cou'd not gain them for her Son, 


ſhe thought the putting then entirely out of his Power wou'd be the 


only Means to mitigate his Paſſion, 


But when ſhe ſaw him coming towards her with that Inſtrument of 
Vengeance in his Hand, and Flaſhes from his Eyes that almoſt pierc'd 


her Sight, like pointed Light ning, her guilty Conſcience gave her 


Soul a terrible Allarm ; yer the ever humble and dutiful Behaviour of 
her Son ſomething ſupported her frighted Senſes, till advancing to- 
wards her, he cry d, (in a Tone of Voice which was alone ſufficicnt 
to ſpeak the Agony his Soul endur'd,) Thou execrable Woman, fir on- 
ly to be the Parent of ſuch a Prodigy of Miſery as I, how has thy 


' curſed Wiles deſtroy'd the little Proſpect T had of future Bliſs! De- 


ſpair muſt now for ever be my Portion here, and, if the Gods are 
juſt, it will be thine hereafter ! But this, cry'd he, waving his Sword, 
ſhall do irs Maſter Juſtice, and put at leaſt a Stop to future Iils. Ce- 
cropia, upon theſe Words, imagining that he deſign d her for imme- 
diate Death, (tho' indeed his Purpoſe was to turn his Sword on his 


own Boſom,) went ſo far backwards to avoid the Blow, till her Feer 
| * © flipping 
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flipping e'cr ſhe was aware, ſhe tumbled backwards from off tlie 
Leads, and by one Blow receivd that Death, which, had, her Merits 
met their juſt Reward, ſhou'd have been conyey'd to her by the moſt 
exquiſite and lingring Torments: Yer did ſhe. not entirely ſcape the 
Vengeance which hover'd o'et her; fot tho ſhe was for ſome Mo- 
ments quite ſenſeleſs with the Fall, yet after ſhe reviyd enough to 
ſee her darling Son finiſh the dreadful Putpoſe which miſtakenly had 
hurry'd on her Ruin, and plunge his Sword in his own Breaſt, which 
had already prov'd far greater Tortures than that cou'd put it to. This 
rais'd the Agonies her parting Soul alrcady ſuffer'd to more than mor- 
tal Ones, and ſhe expir'd blaſpheming Heaven for, ſnatching her away 
before ſhe had compleated her deviliſh Deſigns, which ſhe own'd were 
to poyſon the two Princeſſes, conjuring her Attendants then to mur- 
der them, and ſhe ſhou'd die content. 


Thus, ann in Crimes, and ripe for Tuſtice, ended this Maſters 
piece of Female Miſchief; but tho' her Ruin was what Amphialus 
himſelf cou d ſcarce have grier d at, had any other's Hand been made 
the Inſtrument, yet to ſee himſelf the Author of her Fate, enhanc'd, 
if poſſible, the Horrors of his Mind; for when he ſaw her fall, and 
the Surprize had ſtopp'd his flowing Tide of Rage: O ye immortal 
Powers, ery d he, was not I before enough the Inſtrument of Hea - 
ven's Vengeance, but I muſt be the Author of my own Parent's Fate, 
who, infamous as ſhe has been, my Eyes cou'd well have ſpard the 
horrid Sight! O Amphialus, to what a Scene of Miſeries haſt thou been 
reſerv'd ! Thy Life has been but one continued Action of (Heaven 
knows) unwilling Homicides ; thy Friend, thy dear Companion Phi- 
loxenus, and his generous Father, who bred thee up with more than 
a paternal Tenderneſs, both periſh'd by thy deſtructive Arm! Theſe 
Hands, theſe Traytor's Hands, have cowardly fought againſt a Lady, 

and brought Deſtruction to the moſt meritorious of her Sex ! "Thy 
faithful Servant, thy Vnenus, theſe Eyes beheld deſtroy'd in thy 
Defence, and thou not able to relieve him! Even animated by the 
Preſence of her thou lovedſt, thou cou dſt nor bravely maintain thy 
Honour, but ſuffer'd a Stranger and a Rival in her Sight to wreſt ic 
from thee ! Rebellion, with its bitter Tin, hath gilded thee! Thou 
haſt with Juſtice been proclaim'd a Traytor to thy lawful Prince, 
falſe to all the Ties of conſanguineal Tenderneſs ! But what outweighs 
theſe Evils, and Thouſands more, if complicated on my Head, is, that 
the heavenly Phzloctea, that divine One, has been rormented in the 
Bounds of my Command Ampbialus Authority, which ought to 
have protected her even to its own Deſtruction, has been wreſted to 
abuſe and trear the Princeſs of his Soul like an abandon'd Slave! Bur 
why, my Soul, doſt thou ſubſiſt, to repeat the curſed Tale ? Perhaps 
this Hand, only inur'd to Miſchiefs, thinks the Act of killing its un. 


happy Maſter wou'd be too commendable a One to cloſe its Jawlefs 
5 * Power; 
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power; or elſe the Traytor, embru' d in Woman's Blood, cowardly 
fears to ſtrike a Man: But yet ſtrike home, my Hand, without "<< 
gret, and think thou bur deſtroyeſt a Coward, and, what is more, the 
Object of Philoclea's Hatred. With that he furiouſly tore his Waſt- 
coat open, and ſetting the Pommel of his Sword upon the Ground, 
and the Point againſt his Breaſt, he ruſh'd upon it; but the Pommel 
of his Sword ſlipping, it glanc'd aſide, and only ſlightly razed one of 
his Ribs ; yet the Fall opening his other Wounds, the guſhing Blood 
flow'd in ſuch Purple Streams, as might have wafted Charor's Boat 

without the Help of Styx: But not content with all that Proſpect of 

his End, he took a ſurer Method to haſten Fate; for as he tore his 
Waſtcoat open, there fell from out his Boſom Philoclea's Knife, which 
his Mother had taken from her at her firſt Arrival, and given to him, 
and which he had ever ſince that fatal Time worn next his Heart, as 
the only Relick that he was in Poſſeſſion of belonging to his darling 
Saint: And now ſeeing it lie upon the Ground, and being too weak 
to diſengage his Sword, he took it up ; and firſt devoutly kiſling it, 
then burſting into a Flood of Tears, he thus addreſs'd himfelf to the 
ſenſeleſs Inſtrument : O happy Knife, well doſt thou preſent thy ſelf 
at this ſad Juncture, to revenge thy Miſtreſs's Wrongs, and the Injury 
which thou haſt ſuffer'd in being fo long debarrd the Happineſs of 
being touch'd by her, and worn by one ſhe thinks unworthy the leaſt 


._- Favour; but yet, alas! be Witneſs with me once cer I die, and well 
Fl you know the Emotions of my Heart, that being your Place of Reſi- 
9 dence Cer ſince you have been in my Power, that had not oppreſſive 
1 : War and villainous Deceit kept me without the Knowledge of her 
ul | hard Uſage, I would by much ſooner have periſh'd, than have ſuffer d 


one Moment's Injury to have reach'd her. O Philoclta, if yet thou 
1 wer't but ſenſible how much IT love, nay idolize, thy Beauties, 
1 and that the every Pang thou haſt endur'd is double in my Soul, 
1 thou ſurely would'ſt not thus cruelly have pronounced my Death: I 
= | own my ſelf deſerving of any Epithet that can confirm the Villain; 
1 J am a Monſter of Ingratitude, a conſummate Traytor, but not to 
thee; thou hadſt the Power to wreſt my Sword, and ſtop its Force, 
when pointed on my moſt mortal Foe; Exceſs of Love has drawn my 
Ruin on; and if that be a Crime, the Gods themſelves are guilty. 
But, Wretch that T am, thus to enhance my Crimes, by endea- 
vouring to find Excuſes for him, whom ſhe condemns. Since then 
there's no Way left for me to make Atonement, but by revenging her 
Injuries upon this faithful Breaft, come, noble Knife, and execute thy 
Miſtreſs's Commands: And with that he gave himſelf repeated Stabs 
into the Breaſt and Throat, till weary Life, tir'd with the hard Labour 
it had ſuſtain d, took its defird Flight, and left his harraſs d * 
to enjoy ep Reſt. 
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By this Time, his faithful Servants, who had been ſtay'd by his 
Commands from coming near him, fearing the Event of his exaſpe- 
rated Fury, ventur'd in, and found rheir Lord ſwimming in his own 
Blood, and paſt a Power of chiding them for their officious Breach of 
Duty: The dreadful Spectacle bereav'd them of all Patience; they 
rav'd, they tore their Hair, and ſtamp'd about like Men devoid 
of Senſe ; rhe horrid News ſpread ſwift as Lightning thro the Town; 
old Men and Boys, Perſons of every Age and Rank, came with Con- 
fuſion in their Steps to take their laſt Farewel of their dead Lord, la- 
menting oer his Wounds, thinking their Safeties drown'd in his flow- 
ing Blood, and their Honour in his Deſtruction periſh'd. Bur when 
theſe horrid Tidings came to the Ears of his haughry Friend Anaxins, 
(who was then perfectly recover d of his late Wound, tho' he ſtill kept 
his Chamber, diſdaining to converſe with any but Amphialus,) he 
appear'd exceedingly perplex'd, not that I can think his Tyrant Heart 
was ever made ſuſceprible of rhe Stings of parting Friendſhip ; but 
his Pride was touch'd moſt ſenſibly, that any whom he honour'd with 
the Name of Friend, ſhou'd come to ſo untimely and tragical an End: 
He ſcarce deign'd to anſwer the Meſſenger of this unwelcome News; 
bur calling for his Brothers, order'd them to go immediately, and in 
his Name ſummon the Citizens and Soldiers to take the Oaths to 
him; and not only that, but ſwear them to revenge Amphialus Death; 
if poſſible, upon Baſilius and his Family; and then with Eyes inflam'd, 
and Cheeks glowing with Rage, he went himſelf to view the Body, 
calling for all the Surgeons and Phyſicians, and threatning that he 
wou'd hang them to a Man if they did not reſtore him to himſelf ; 
bur after they had ſearch'd his Wounds, they fell down proſtrate ac 
Anaxius Feet, and told him, that tho their Lives were in his Power, 
they wou'd not flatter, for twas not in the Force of Art to keep Life 
in him for four and twenty Hours; he ſtood for ſome Time doubtful 
whether he ſhould perform his Word, and kill them for this fatal 
Truth, which they were innocent of occaſioning ; but however determi- 
ning with his own Hands to take Revenge upon the Princeſſes, whom he 
eſteem'd the Ruin of his Friend; when his Brothers interrupted him, 
and came to let him know that they had perform'd his Orders, in 
receiving an Oath of Allegiance from the People, which they gain'd 
without much Difficulty, the moſt Part being terrify'd not only by 
his well-known Valour, but thoſe that had been the moſt forward in 
ſupporting the Rebellion, were willing to ſubmit co. any thing, rather 
than be deliver d up to Baſilius, which they aſſur d thofe that reſiſted 
ſhould be immediately done. | e 


But the moſt important Buſineſs they then had, was to inform 
him, that the fam d Queen Helen was arrivd, with a great Retinue, 
at the Town, deſiring earneſtly that ſhe might be permitted to fee 
: Amphialia, 
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Ampbialus, whom ſhe had long been in Purſuit of, but without Sije: 
ceſs ; till deſpairing to hear more of him, ſhe return'd to her owü 
Kingdom, and there the Tidings got the Start of her, and waited to 
inform her of the late Siege, as alſo of the Combat wherein he was 
ſo dangerouſly wounded : Upon which cruel News, full of Anxiety 
for him, for whom ſhe ſcrupled not to own ſhe had the greateſt Paſ. 
ſion, how ill ſoever he return'd it, ſhe had obtain d Pcrmiſſion of Ba. 
ſilius to paſs his Frontiers in Security, and carry Amphialus to her 
Court, where there was a Surgeon that, by his unequall'd Skill, had 
perform'd Cures almoſt beyond Belief, but was ſo worn with vw 
that he cou'd not undertake ſo long a Journey, and that he had pi- 
ven her ſome valuable Ointment to keep his Wounds from ——_— 
Air, till he cou'd be conyey d to him. This Petition ſhe deliver'd to 
Lycurgus, of which he inform'd his Brother, who, alcho' he held all 
Womankind in the loweſt Degree of Contempt, and in particular now 
that the Princeſſes had more and more enrag d him againſt the Sex, 
being, as he thought, the Murderers of his Friend; yet in Regard to 
his Brother's joining in her Requeſt, he permitted her to enter the 
Caſtle, and be conducted to the Chamber where Amphialus wounded 
Body lay without the leaſt Symptom of Life or Breath. 


When the deſpairing Queen, after ſo long a Search, found him i in 
this ſad Poſture, altho' her Apprehenſion had painted to her Senſes 
the moſt ſhocking Idea of this dreaded Sight, yet the Reality far ſur- 
paſsd her moſt keen Imagination, and ſo much overpower d her, that 
in attempting to kneel down by him, ſhe fell into a Swoon a- croſs 
the Body, as if her Thread of Life was twin d in his; but not ſo 
happy as to have that her laſt Shock of Grief, ſhe ſoon recover d, 
and opening her languid Eyes, O Gods, cry'd ſhe, to what a Deſtiny 
am I reſerv d! How hard has been my Fate, that after ſpending ſo 
many weary Months in Search of my Amphzalus, I ſhou'd at laſt have 
Reaſon to curſe the Time that my ſad Eyes encounter'd him! How 
little did I once imagine they e er wou'd view him but with the utmoſt 
Tranſport, or theſe Arms embrace him without a Heaven of Rapture! 
Ho often have I with fervent Prayers petitioned Heaven on any 
Terms to give him into my Poſſeſſion! Yer now, wou'd that pre- 
ſerve his dear, his valuable Life, I wou'd even with Joy for ever bear a 
Separation Oft, my Amphialus, haſt thou diſdain'd theſe Tears, and 
mock'd thoſe Woes which none but you cou'd ever have oceaſion d ! 
But now, without offending thee, I may employ them for ever to la- 
ment thy early Fate! Had they had Power to have moy'd thy Heart, 
and turn'd thy Soul to Love and me, this Miſchief then had not be- 
fallen; thou ſtill wou'dſt have ſurviv'd to Empire and to Love! How 
cou'd thy noble Soul ſubmir to pay thy Vows, and place thy Hap- 
pineſs upon the only Woman in the World that cou'd be blind to ſuch 


Deſert, and turn thy Heart from her who weigh d thy every Perfec- 
tion, 
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tion, and valued the minuteſt Part beyond her Fame, her Life, and 
Empire. O Phileclea, O relentleſs Maid! the World ſpeaks Wonders 
in thy Praiſe ; and certainly that Merit muſt be infinite that cou d 
attract Amphialus Love! Yer ſure thy Judgment wanted much of 
Weight, ſince ir cou'd not turn the Ballance in ſuch a Hero's Fayour! 
How often have I ſhudder'd as I thought of thy approaching Happi- 
neſs, in marrying Amphialus, and eagerly petition'd Heaven to bar 


the fatal Contract! My impious Prayers have been too ſoon return d, 


and IT cou'd curſe my ſelf for making them! O were he bur alive, 
with Joy, upon thoſe Terms, I wou'd behold the Ceremony, perform 
the once deteſted Office of thy Bride-Maid, and give him up with 
equal Rapture, as I wou'd have receivd him. 


Upon this the Body, not quite bereft of Life, began to move; and 
giving a Groan that, to all Appearance, was like to be his laſt, ſhe 
fell upon his Face, and kiſſing his clammy Cheeks, which, with the 
Sweat of Death, was cold as giving Marble, ſhe ſhriek d, and cry'd, 
O my Amphialus ! yet ſtay a little, and ler me have one laſt Adieu 
that is not raviſh'd from thee! Thus in vain Laments ſhe ſpent the 


Time, till an ancient Lord that ſhe moſt favour'd among her Coun- 


ſellors ventur'd to interrupt her, and begg'd her to refle& how ſhe ex- 
pos'd her ſelf in a ſtrange Nation, thus to deſcend beneath her Ho- 


nour and her Greatneſs ; and that the trueſt Way of ſhewing her Re- 


gard, was with the utmoſt Speed to convey him to her Surgeon, and 
in the mean Time embalm his Body in thoſe Ointments which he had 
preſcrib'd. Her pliant Mind, made flexible by the corroſive of Affliction, 
ſubmitted to his Advice; and leaving ſome of her own Surgeons to 
dreſs Amphialus Wounds, ſhe went to wait upon Anaxius, and hum- 
bling her ſelf before him low as his own Pride cou'd wiſh, ſhe begg'd 
him, that ſince the Surgeons there had given Ampbialus quite over, 
that he wou'd permit her to take him with her in her Litter, ſince at 
the worſt he cou'd but die, and wou d expire in her Arms, Who wou'd 
with Joy have given her Life to have ranſom'd his, and who wou'd 
pay his Body all the Honours her Fondneſs cou'd invent, or Power 
execute; withal entreating him, that ſince ſhe was in a Place ſur- 
rounded with avowed Enemies, and cou'd much more depend upon 
his Protection than Amphialus Promiſe, that he wou'd convey them 
ſafe out of thoſe Dominions. Her Tears and Prayers, back'd with 
ſuch reaſonable Arguments, a little mov'd his Iron Heart; but when 
ſhe came to ask his Aid, to gratify his Pride, he granted her Re. 
queſt, and bid her be certain of an unmoleſted Paſſage, ſince that 
Sword ſhou'd be her Guard. She immediately accepted his Promile ; 
and having recciv'd as little Hopes from her own Surgeons, as thoſe 
belonging to the Town had given her, ſhe order'd him to be gently 
convey'd into her Litter. The frighted Citizens crowded about the 
Corpſe, rending the Air with Shrieks and Lamentations, as if 
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they neyer had till then been ſenſible how great a Loſs they had fit 
ſtain d: and if the Dread of Anaxius had not in fome Degree reſtrain d 
them, they would certainly have mutiny'd, rather than have ſufferd 
the Body to be convey'd away; but Anaxius himſelf riding before 
the Litter with ſome choſen Troops, Fear kept, in ſome Meaſure, 
down their Grief and their Deſpair, or at leaſt oblig'd them to only 
ſhew it in dumb Marks of Woe ; which they did by throwing Duſt 
upon their Heads, flinging themſelves upon the Ground, and ſome 
of them even wounded themſelves, and ſprinkled their deareſt 
Blood to darken the gloomy Air, and make it appear anſwerable tg 
their Sorrows. Sg 


This rous'd Anaxius more to conſider the Merit of his Friend ; and 
being by Nature more prone to Thirſt of Vengeance than Pity and 
Compaſſion, he gave Orders to his Brothers to go back and keep 
the Priſoners ſafely guarded till his Return; and from him aſſure them, 
that when he had convey'd the Queen in Safety, he wou'd with his 
cut off their Heads, and fend them for a Preſent to their 


_ own Hands 
Father. 


This Meſſage was deliverd to the Ladies as they were ſitting toge- 


ther with Zelmane, conſulting how they ſhou'd behave, having heard 
of Cecropia's and Amphialns Deſtruction; and as no Dread of Death is 
half fo terrible, as where intruding Hope ſtaggers the Reſolution, ſo 
this new Allarm, altho it did not quite remove that Conſtancy their 
noble Minds were upon all Occaſions guarded with, yet it a little 
ſhock'd it; but after a ſmall Pauſe, Pamela fix d hers to its uſual Stan- 


dard, yet ſtill anxio 
_ Care. 


us for her Siſter, whoſe Life was equally her 


My Philoclea, cry'd ſhe; you ſee how Fortune takes Delight to 


make a Sport of us; but remember, no General was ever yet re- 
nown'd for warding one Attack: No, my Siſter, tis Perſeverance 
gives the Glory. Perhaps this Trumpet of our Deaths may now ſound 
in Reality; if ſo, let us expect it as the End of Sorrows, and the 
Confirmer of our Glories. Indeed, my deareſt Siſter, reply d the gen- 
tle Maid, I have been ſo beaten in the Storm of Life, that tho' I had 
not arrivd at ſuch a Pitch of Vertue, as to be Proof againſt the 
Blandiſhments and Pleaſures of it, yet my Weakneſs had made me ſo 


' weary of the Pains which I endur'd, that Twou'd willingly have parted 


wirh Both together; but this laſt Gleam of Hope, which flatter d me 
our Griefs were at an End, I muſt confeſs ſtagger d my Reſolution, and 
made this freſh Attack much leſs ſupportable ; bur in the Darkneſs of 
that Horror there is a friendly Star appears to light and guide my Steps! 
How can J err when my Pamela leads the way! Yet wou'd all bounte- 


ous Heaven hear my laſt Requeſt, ſhe ſhou'd live to be a Witneſs 


how 
her 


* 
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het Example had prevail d, and live to ſay her Siſter had died worthy 
herſelf, and of her Friendſhip. Talk not of Life, my Philoclea, cry d 


Pamela, on ſuch hard Conditions, as wou'd make it bitterer than the 


ſevereſt Death: No, let Fate approach; undaunted we will meet the 
Bugbear, and convince the World that Fortitude is not an Attribute 
confin'd alone to Man: With that ſhe paus'd a little, and fetching a 
deep Sigh, yet O! ſaid ſhe, in a ſoft Whiſper, there is a Thought 
that comes acroſs my Reſolution, and mocks its Force; when I reflect 
that Mufidorus will ſhare all my Agonies, and that my Shepherd's 


Fate is wove in mine, then I cou'd almoſt ſtoop to wiſh for Life, eren 


on ignoble Terms. This Speech, ſo anſwerable to her own Thoughts, 
made Philoclea, ſighing, fix her Eyes upon Zelmane, who was walking 
with diſturb'd Motion up and down the Chamber, ruminating upon 
Anaxius Meſſage ; for being well acquainted with his Character, he 
thought it highly probable he wou d perform it to a Tittle ; and there- 
fore muſing what Method ſhe cou d take that wou'd be moſt likely to 
prevent it, ſhe continu'd almoſt filent ; their Caſe, indeed, fo full of 


ſad Extremity, admitting of few Words of Comfort, and ſhe was loth 


to exaſperate their Griefs, | 


Thus toſſed with various Agitations, they continued unmoleſted till 
Anaxius returned; who, without Reſiſtance, had convey'd the mourn- 
ing Queen, and the dead Body of his Friend, ſafe within the Verge of 
her own Territories; for tho ſeveral of Baſilius Officers would fain 
have attempted to deſtroy Anaxius, and ſo have had at leaſt a Chance 
for delivering the Princeſſes, yet Philanax, having rcecived his Ma- 
ſter's Orders to the contrary, and knowing his Word was given, 
 wou'd not ſuffer them in the leaſt to be moleſted ; and the Black 
Knight, whoſe Wounds did but juſt then permit him to go abroad, was 
ignorant of what had paſſed, and was buſied in levying a Force to re- 
deem his Princeſs from Amphialus Power. But Anaxiu arrogant 
Heart believed it Fear, not Honour, that kept Baſilius and his Party 
from attacking him. Thus ſwell d with Pride, and fluſh'd in Cruelty, 
as ſoon as he return d, he called his Brothers, and order d them to fol- 
low him up to the Priſoners Apartment, till determined to deſtroy 
at leaſt the Siſters with his own Hand, notwithſtanding his Brothers 
| perſuaded him, as far as they dared to ſpeak, againſt ſuch inhumane 
Cruelty : But when he came into the Room, enflamed and thirſting 
for Revenge, the firſt Object that his Eyes encounter'd, was the fair 
Pamela ; who, having been informed of his Arrival, and thinking 
Death inevitable, had work'd her noble Spirit up to meet both him 
and That with an undaunted Courage, and welcome them with Ma- 
jeſty elate, and unmoved Conſtancy of Mind. This great Behaviour, 
ſo unexpected from a Woman, joined to the Brightneſs of her Beau- 
ties, ſo ſtruck the Tyrant's Soul, and gave his Pride ſo great a Shock, 


that tho his Anger could not, in ſuch a Moment, transform to Love, 
| | | nor 
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nor his vain Inſolence give Place to honourable Thoughts, yet it made 
him give a little Truce to Both, and pauſe upon his late cruel Deter- 


s 


mination. 


Which Zelmane perceiving, and having before teſoly'd how to accoſt 
him, ſhe ſtep'd forward, and with a reſolute undaunted Air, void ei- 
ther of a too high Diſdain or mean Submiſſion, My Lord, faid ſhe; 
if Fame reports you right, and is not over partial in your Favour, 
you are a Gentleman that can with Juſtice boaſt ſuperiour Courage; 
therefore to that T would appeal: Let your own Vertue judge between 
us; and, upon due Conſideration, ſay, Whether, even in your own 
Opinion, Juſtice obliges you to revenge his Death, who fell a Victim 


to the Wrath of Heaven, and in fo foul a Cauſe as injured Majeſty ? 


Or can that Arm, which has ſubdued its Thouſands in fair and open 
Bartle, deſcend to play the Executioner, without entirely eraſing all 
its fotmer Deeds, and levelling its Maſter with the meaneſt of the 
People 2 The Office of a Hangman, tho' in a licens'd Cauſe, and ex- 


ercis d upon the pooreſt Object, has ever been eſteemed a vile one; 


how much beyond the Power of Words then muſt it be, to expreſs 
its Baſeneſs in ſuch a Cauſe, where Beauty pleads, and Juſtice bids 
thee hold? I won't pretend to urge or Wiſdom, Reaſon, Juſtice or 
Compaſſion, to enforce my Arguments, ſince thoſe are Rules thy 
haughty Soul, I know, diſdains to be attach'd to; but to the Vertue 


which thou alloweſt commendable J appeal; let Thar decide' our Con- 
troverſy; meet me in Arms; the Time, the Place and Weapon T leave 


ro thy own Choice : All chat I infiſt upon is, that theſe Ladies may 
have Liberty to be Spectators of the Combat, and he whoever fairly 


: conquers, the other muſt ſubmit ro his Mercy and Diſcretion. 


When Zelmane began to peak, her ſurpriſing Beauty and grace: 


ful Manner enclin'd the Tyrant to give her his Attention: Beſides, 


Pamela's Charms had ſtruck him with an Awe unuſual, which he 
ne er before experienc d; but when ſhe came to give him ſo reſolute 
a Defiance, he thought that her Confinement had turn'd her Brain; till 
finding all her Words join'd with the moſt ſtrict Coherence, and that, 
at laſt, ſhe gave him a downright Challenge, he ſtood with frowning 
Brows and gaping Mouth, ſurveying her from Head to Foot, loſt in 
2 Maze of Wonder, that he who ne'er had met with ſuch a bold Defi- 


ance from the moſt undaunted Soldier, ſhou'd thus be threaten'd by a 


Woman. When her Speech was ended, he made her no Reply; but 
turn'd and look'd upon his Brothers, giving a ſcornful Smile, and lift. 
ing up his Eyes, as if amaz 'd at her ſurpriſing Boldneſs : Which ſhe 
perceiving, My Lord, ſaid ſhe, perhaps your haughty Heart diſdains 
to give even a Reply, much more to accept a Challenge from ſo poor an 
Adverſary, as you, Im ſure, eſteem the moſt courageous of our Sex; 


but know, that from my Childhood I have been exercisd in Arms, 
and 
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and often have both cncounter'd and overcome much thy Supotiors in 
that noble Science; and ſo much Honour has ſnarling Fame allow'd 
me, as even to ſet me in Competition with the fatn'd Pyrocles, who 
ſlew chy valiant Uncle the great Euardes. 


Anaxias, nertlod at the Mention of his Uncle s Death, wich 
Tome Warmth, reply d, Indeed thou well may'ſt boaſt of equal 
Courage wir that Boy, who traiterouſly ſlew my unhappy Unele; 
and after, like a Daſtard, flew my Vengeance in the open Field, and 
mcanly hid himſelf from my juſt Wrath, while J purſu d him all over 
Aſia, {till tracing him from one Retreat to another, till coming into 
this Country, where, hearing of my Friend's being beſieg d, J haſted 
to puff away the Inſects thar annoy d him ; but tho that Trifler for a 
Time may hide his Head, not Earth nor Seas ſhall keep him long con- 
-ccald, or from the Vengeance of this Arm, which waits to cruſh the 
Infolent, and pay him the Reward his Treachery deſerves. Now, by 
the dreadful Thunderer, reply'd Zelmane, thou lyeſt even in thy Throat; 
that Boy, as thou art pleaſed to term him, has never yet paſs' d thro a 
Kingdom without performing Actions, which even thy Heart, vain- 
glorious as it is, durſt not imagine, much leſs put in Practice: But to 


make thee more willing to undertake that ſincere Defiance which 1 


once more give thee, know, that I am of the moſt near Alliance to 
that Pyrocles which thou thus poorly ſcandalizes, I being the Child 
of an Amazonian Lady, by his Father, for whom he had the tendereſt 
Regard ; and ſo great is the Affection which we hold for one another, 
that I am very certain he wou'd not be more ſhock'd at his own Death 
than mine; therefore haſt thou now a gallant Opportunity of revenging 
thy Uncle's Death, ſince if I fall, that Sword which wounds my 
Heart, can never fail of piercing his; which, if thou durſt with Honour 
to attempt, thy Fame will ſtill i unſully'd ; but if, in ſpight of 
all Decrees of Juſtice, thou like a Coward ſhould'ſt put to Death 
theſe injur d Princeſſes, and poorly take the Advantage of my Capti- 
vity, Without allowing me the Privilege of a fair and open Combat, 
the World will then ſee thro thy boaſted Courage, and find thee bur 
a braying Aſs that has ungenerouſly aſſum d a Lyon's Skin; nor 
think, becauſe I am a Woman, your Honour ſtands excus'd if you re- 
fuſe me this common Piece of Juſtice, ſince, if youll take the trouble 
to enquire, you 'll find, that I not only have engag d but overcome ex- 


' perienc'd Soldiers, and ſuch as even you yourſelf wou d own worthy 


your Arms. 


But all that ſhe cou'd urge, had no Effet upon Anaxins, unleſs to 
raiſe his Contempt to ſtill a higher Pirch.; and all the Anſwer he 
wou'd give her was, that it wou d ill beoome the Terror of che World 
to fight, mucli worſe to ſcold with a vain froward Woman; but, con- 
tinued he, for theſe two Girls, my Mercy ſhall preſervc then. : And as 
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'to you, my Child, ſaid he, going to Painela, and attempting to take 
her by the Chin, if you have Senſe enough to reliſh Happineſs, know 


you have it now in your Power, not only to live a Princeſs, but what 


is greatly more, the Miſtreſs of Anaxins, a Title no other Woman 
cou d ever boaſt, and which the envious World Here Pamela, 
ſhock'd with his ryde Treatment, arid much more diſguſted at his 
Fondneſs than his Threats, thruſt him from her; and with a fierce Re. 
ſentment in her Eyes, that even pierc'd his ſtubborn Heart, Tnſ6lent 
Wretch, cry'd ſhe, this Farce becomes thy brutal Natute ſtill worſe than 
the conſummate Tragedies thou'rt us'd to act: As for my ſelf, I 
ſwear now, that each Moment my Life or Death hangs at an equal 
Poize, had I a Power to turn the Scale, I wou'd, by Heavens, 
much ſooner chuſe thee for my Executioner than Husband. This 
ſaid, ſhe ſtopp'd, and turn d away her Angel Face, as ſhe diſdain'd 
to bleſs him with her Looks; while in his haughty Boſom, Rage 


Pride and Anger ſtrove to aſſume their uſual Sovercignty, and re- 


venge this bitter Anſwer, but found themſelves repulſed by a new 
Gueſt; for wanton Cupid, pleas d with a new Conqueſt, and more 
eſpecially, one that had ſo long defied his Power, had taken Poſſeſſion, 


tho he himſelf ſcarce knew who 'twas that put him in ſo uncommon a 


Reſtraint : And being entirely a Stranger to any Gentleneſs in his Be- 
haviour, and yet finding himſelf incapable of exerting his former Pride, 
he haſtily retir d, hoping that in a little time he ſhou'd compoſe this 
Conteſt in his Breaſt between Deſire and Rage, and left his Brothers 


to guard the Ladies. The Elder, nam d Zycurgus, pretended Love to 


Phitoclea, and Zoiolus amusd himſelf with complimenting Zelmane: 


Lycurgus, more of the Bragard, and nearer his Brother's Humour; 


began to recommend himſelf, by boaſting of his Nobility of Blood, his 
glorious Deeds in Arms, how many Women of Birth and Beauty he 
had deſpis'd, and ſuffer'd to pine and Ianguiſh for him without making 
the leaſt Return; and conſequently, how happy ſhe ought to eſteem her 
ſelf, that had found a Way to move that Heart which never any Wo- 
man had before found penetrable: In ſhort, his every Speech was much 
more adapted to one that was to give extatick Pleaſure, rather than ſue 
for it; while Philoclea with artful Ignorance evaded all his Court, but 
acquieſcing in the Praiſes he ſo liberally beſtowed upon himſelf, and 
adding one Perfection to the Catalogue, which ſhe hoped to flatter 
him into a Belief he was poſlefs'd of, and of courſe he wou'd think it 
laudable and purſue it, which was that Nicety of Honour that ſhou'd 
be paid to Ladies, and which ſhe told him ſhe believ'd him perfectly 
acquainted with: But this well. laid Flattery had no Effect upon his 
brutiſh Nature; and when he cou'd not well anſwer what ſhe ſaid, he 
ſupplied the Place of Words with Blandiſhments and fond Careſſes; 
which tho Philoclta reſiſted with the utmoſt Wrath, yet that he only 
look'd on as Maiden Baſhfulneſs, and therefore did nor then proceed 
with Violence, becauſe he did not doubt bur his ſuperior Merits and 

a 
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4 Uttle Time wou'd bring her to his Lure; while Zelmane obſerved. 
every Particular of his Behaviour, and placd it in her Memory as a 
Debt due to Revenge, although ſhe had enough Buſineſs of her own 


to defend her ſelf againſt Zoiolus Rudeneſs, who being a much leſs 
Talker than his Brothers, turn'd his Thoughts entifely to Action, ta- 


king unwatrantable Freedoms, and ſuch as Zelmane cou'd ill have 


bore, but that ſhe in herſelf was conſcious ſhe was not much diſho- 
nour d by them. But for that Time they were happily deliver'd from 
their troubleſome Companions by Anaxius, who ſent for them to give 


him their Advice, being ftrangely perplex'd how to behave under this 
Prepoſſeſſion, ſo wholly new to lris diſdainful Soul; while Zelmane, 


liens that Opportunity, with ſteddy Judgment, began to ſearch into 
the Intricacy of their Affairs; and upon the beſt Conſideration, ſhe, 
with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs, preſs d it to the Princeſſes, how abſolure- 
ly neceſſary it wou'd be for them to ſuit themſelves ſo far to their 

reſent Fortunes, as they might gain a little Time; and that indeed 
they had no other Way to free themſelves from lawleſs Outrage, but 
by ſeemingly conſenting ; that Time cou'd not bring them to a worſe 


Condition than they then were in, and might poſlibly relieve them. 
And why, reply'd Pamela, ſhou'd we longer ſuffer our ſelyes to be 


the Sport of Villains, and bandy'd up and down like Tennis-Balls, 
for injurious: Fortune to reek her Malice on? Even when at home, 
did not our Parents play the Tyrant over us, and keep us in a baſe 


Reſtraint, little inferior to the meaneſt Slavery? Since then we have 
in every Degree been treated moſt unworthily, and even by thoſe who 


were oblig d by all the Ties of Nature to skreen us from every ap- 


proaching Injury, I think we ſhou'd eſteem the falling into thefe 
Wrerches Hands a Happineſs; who will ar leaſt ſaye us the exaſpera. 


ting Anguiſh of ſuffering by our Friends Decrees : But that you, fair 
Zelmane, ſhou'd: ſhare the Infection of our Woes, I own, ſtaggers my 


beſt Reſolves ; but as to me, and my unhappy Siſter, we certainly 


have nothing left to do but to die nobly, and worthy of our Births, 
while we have done nor ſuffer d any thing that may ſtain our Memo- 
ries, and can leave theſe Bodies pure and.unblemiſh'd from even a 
Thought of Ill : Hope is a fawning Rebel, that traiterouſly flatters the 
Mind into diſmiſſing its moſt uſeful Counſellor, Reſolution; and that 
once done, it then abandons” it to its worſt Enemy, Deſpair. What 
vou have urg'd, reply'd Zelmane, undoubtedly is juſt ; but yet ſhou'd 
the rankeſt Traytor offer his Prince wholſome Advice, for his own 
Sake he ſhou'd accept it: A noble Mind ought ſtill to ſtruggle with 
Adverſity, while there is any Hope of Conqueſt : What Help there 
may be for us in the Womb of Time, as yet we know not; but pur 
the worſt, cwill then be Time enough to die heroically, when Life 


can no longer be held but on ignoble Terms. Thus, with unan- 


ſwerable Arguments, ſhe urg d them on to put Anaxius upon gaining 


their Father's Approbation: which they knew would take up ſome 


Time 
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Time in the follicicitig ; which Sttatagem Pamela ar laſt agreed to, 
becauſe ſhe thought it reaſonable; and to Philoclea, the: rde elne 


Propoſal, yy it a ſufficiont Sanction. 


This Reſolution being formed, the frſt Time that Anaxius tenew'd 
his hateful Suit, Pamela told him, . that if he could prevail upon her 
Father to give him his Conſent, ſhe ſhould endeavour to make her In- 
clinarions ſuit her Duty. Anaxitis, who never doubted of Succeſs in 
any Thing he undertook, was very well contented witli this Anſwer, 
being, as he thought, not only aſſured of Baſilius Conſent, but 
carneſt Wiſhes ; and in order to make no Delay, he choſe out an offi- 
cious Servant from among his Train, one whom: he eſteem d exceed - 
ing wiſe, becauſe he always found him ſquate his Principles to his O- 
pinion, nd gave him Commiſſion: to go as his Ambaſſador to Baſilius, 
and from him give him to knowy Thar if he meant to have his Daugh- 
tets ſafe ind happy; and not only that, but to be bleſs'd inſuch à Son- 
in-Law, as eithet would protect him in his Retirement, or, if he plea- 
ſed, inveſt him in che Monarchy of the known World, that then he 
muſt accept Anaxius, who never was before acquainted with Submiſ- 
ſions, but us'd to nobly ſeize whate er his Inclinations prompted him 
to have; That if Baſilius ſhould be ſo raſti as to refuſe this Offer, 
which he might look on as a' peculiar Bleſſing ſent him from high 
Heaven, he then would make him ſenſible that Anaxius Will was as 
little to be reſiſted, and that he would by Force obtain what it would 


be his greateſt Intereſt to grant. 


The Meſſenger made the utmoſt Speed, and perform'd his Lord's 
Command. Baſilius, by Nature indolent, and: his Reſolution fwal- 
lowed up in Superſtition, was unwilling to appeat again in Arms, 
wherein he had hitherto been ſo unſueceſsful, altho Philanax urged 
him to it with the greateſt Vehemence, by repreſenting to him, that 
in ſtill retiring, he would but encourage more and greater Injuries. 
But all his Arguments were vain; for Baſilius, roſs'd' between the 
Fear of Anaxius Power, the Violence of his Love, and Danger of his 
Realm, was in ſuch great Perplexity, that, not able to come to any 
Reſolution, he took the Method common to all Mortals, which is, 
when humane Atts ptove vain, to have Recourſe to Heaven; therc- 
fore detaining the Meſſenger wich feign'd Excuſes; he refer d che Meſ- 

ſage to Apollo; and becauſe at that Time it was utterly inconyenient 
for himſelf” to go to Delphos, he gave Commiſſion to the rruſty Phi- 
lanax to go and make Enquiry of the Gods concerning this great Af- 
fair. The faithful Counſellor, tho' contrary ro his own Opinion, yet 
thinking Obedience to his Prince an unanſwerable Reafon, went with 
the utmoſt Diligence; and being arriv d at the ſacred Temple, he en- 
ter d into the moſt ſecret Part of it; where, having performed with 
much Indifference, tlie uſual Sacrifices; the Spirit that poſſeſs'd the 
. 


pro» 


{ 


* 
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phecying Women, full of enthuſiaſtick Fury, ſtay'd not to wait his 


Queſtion, but as if it mieatit to reproach his Intredulity, told him his 
Errand e er he ſpoke, and that not in the wonred ambiguous Man- 
ner, but in plain and open Terms, charging him to go directly back 
to his Maſter, and bid him reſolutely deny his Daughter to Anaxius 
and his Brothers, and reſt aſſur d they were reſerv d for more worthy 
Husbands, belovd of Men, and favour'd of the Gods; that he might 
quiet all his Fears, and depend that Heaven wou d ſpeedily reſtore his 


Daughters with Safety and with Honour ; that he ſhou'd ſtill purſue 


bis retird Way of Life, till they were both convinc'd that every Tit- 
_ tle of the former Prophecy was fulfild ; clofing his Speech with com- 
manding Ph:lanax from thenceforward to offer Tribute, but not Sacri- 
fice, to humane Wiſdom. eee aol ar hots 34 


Philanax, now convitic'd that humane Reaſon cannot ſoar a 
higher Pitch than to ſubmit and acquieſce, without making vain En- 
quiries into Things beyond its Reach, return'd with Speed unto his 
Lord; and not aſham'd to own an Error, and preferring Truth even 
beyond his own Opinion; he acknowledg d all that he had heard, and 
from that Time never attempted to diſſuade him from following the 
Dictates of the Celeſtial Oracle, but employ'd his Time in repairing 
the broken State, torn and mangled by Civil Diſcord, and forrifying 
the Lodges, till he had made them almoſt impregnable to any Force; 


he left Baſilius to bewail his Daughters Loſs,” tho much more re- 


gretting the Abſence of Zelmane, and gave the Meſſenger, who at- 
tended all the Time, an Anſwer according as the Oracle directed; 
but in reſpectful Terms bid him from him ſay to his Maſter, that if 
he really was poſſeſs d of that Honour, he ſo loudly boaſted, he 
cou'd not prove it more effectually than in delivering the injur d La- 
dies, and ſo make Amphialus Fault redound to his Fame and 


Glory . 71555 


The Meſſenger return'd with this Reply; but being us'd to gild 
and varniſh over every thing that he imagin d might give his Ma- 
ſter the leaſt Uneaſineſs, he told him, that when Baſilius firſt was made 
acquainted with the Honour he deſign' d him, it went fo far beyond 
his moft ſanguine Hopes, that he thought it wou d be much too pre- 
ſumptuous for him to determine any thing relating to a Man, in 
whom the Gods had a peculiar Intereſt, without firſt imploring their 
Opinions; and therefore he had ſent his. firſt Miniſter to learn their 
Wills from the ſacred Oracle of Delphos; and altho' they had, as 
was uſual, conceal'd its Anſwer with the utmoſt Secrecy; yet his 
prying Zeal had ſearch'd into the Knowledge of it, and found that 
it had warn d Baſilius not to preſume to mix his Blood with one who 
was already enrolld among the Demi-Gods, but much leſs attempt 
by Force to take his Daughters out of his Power. 

5 H Anaxius, 
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594 Sir Philip Sidney's ARCADIA 


| nat, * till hs Hour had Iobk'd 0 on oe ol his Cics: 
tor, and Power his God, now began to on another Deity, ſince, as 
he thought, it had fo rightly jadged his Merits ; but however, deter- 
mining not to be ſtop'd in his Career of Pleaſure, no more than that 
of Glory, he call'd his Brothers to him, and told them, that tho' they 
had vainly waſted the Time, that the Meſleriger waited Baſiliur Reply, 
in trifling Courtſhips to thoſe ſqueamiſh Girls, yet now he was deter- 
min'd to take a Soldier's Method, and give them the Excuſe of Force 
to gratify all their Deſires: Bur white he was thus talking with his 
Brothers, one of the Centinels came to give him Notice, that from 
the Tower they had deſcry'd ſeveral Companies of armed Men in ha- 
ſty March towards the Town; upon which, he gave preſent Orders 
for all his Officers to guard the Gates and Walls, leaving none within 
the City but himſelf and Brothers, whoſe Thoughts were ſo intent 
on their promis'd Pleaſure, that not even Mars ſhrilleſt Trumpet 
wou d at that . 0 rs had Power to cal chem to the Field. 


But while aac was ging ptoper Otders, kopiny to ſecurs 
himſelf at leaſt one Day of Love and undiſturb'd Repoſe, his Bro- 
ther Euiolus, proud of the Commiſſion, went, with joyfal Steps, to 
tell rhe Ladies, that the Meſſenger had brongfit Anſwer from their 

Father, thar they might behave to them in the Manner they beſt ap- 
provd, for chat he entirely reſign d them to their Power; and there- 

fore, continu d he, I am now come to let you know, that we are all 

three of us detetmit d to be no longer fool'd with airy Words and 
empty Promiſes, but give you this laſt Notice, that you may imme- 
diately determine which is moſt eligible, to be compell'd by Force to 

meet your Wiſhes, or ele to gently yield to what Tm well aſſur d 

your own Deſires muſt lead you. Pamela, with undaunted Reſolu- 

tion, reply d, That in an Affair of ſuch exceeding Moment, on which 
the Happineſs or Miſery of her future Life depended, and in which 
ſhe had ſtill refolv'd to follow her Parents Will, ſhe" thought it but 
reaſonable that the ſhou'd either have their Determination by Way 
of Letter under their Hand, or elſe by a particular Meſſage be af- 
ſurd that it was really their Command, and not be oblig'd to take 
it upon Truſt, and the Report of a partial Meſſenger. As to that 

Matter, reply'd the Villain, 1 ſhall not talk with you upon it, but 

leave my Brothers, who will be here immediately, to plead their Cauſe, 

while I purſue my own Affairs. With that he marchd towards Zel- 

mans, ſtrutting and holding up his Head, as if he would lead up a 

Jigg; and taking her by hs Hand, My Darling Dear, ſaid he, now 

let thy Heart rejoice, and thy fair Eyes double their Luſtre, for this 

happy Day fhall ſee thee bleſs d in Zoivles Embraces; Zoiolus, whom 
innumerable Women have defir'd with the eagereſt Wilkes ; but know, 
my Girl, that Happineſs was reſery'd alone for thee! O how it JoYs my 

Heart 
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Heart td think upon the gloribus Progeny that will attend out Loves] 
The World, by Heavens! the World will be too narrow to contain 
them! With that, in a rude Rapture, he was going to embrace her, 
and throwing his tough Arm around her Neck, ſhe gently put it by; 
and drawing her ſelf a little back, My Lord, faid ſhe, Im very ſor- 
ry to interrupt your Hopes; but, that you never inay have Reaſon to 
charge me with Deceit, I muſt inform you, that formerly my Curio- 
ſity prompted me to have my Nativity calzulated, which was done 
by an ancient Man, whoſe Skill in the Occult Sciences never was knowri 
to fail, and was by him aflur'd, that I ſhall never anſwer to the Name 
of Mother; but if your Love is ſtrorig enough to paſs that great 
Objection, I have one Thing to requeſt, which is, that you wou'd ſuf- 
fer me to fulfil a Vow I made in my own Nation of the famous Ama- 
Sons, that I wou d never marry auy one who had not Power to with- 
ſtand me in ſingle Combat: Now the I am not in the leaſt diffident 
of your well-known Valour, yet before J join my Faith with yours, 
I muſt entreat you to let me have all neceſſary Arms, and that, at 


leaſt, you wou d give me the Satisfaction of making an Atrempr te 


fight with you, that I mayn't have the Sin of Perjury lie upon my 
Conſcience, and ſully our future Joys. At this Propoſal, ciolus, with 
a noiſy Laugh, offer d to take her in his Arms, telling hier, that ſince 
ſhe had a Mind to try his Manhood, he wou'd give her immediate 
Proof that it might be depended on; and, without any Reſpect to the 


Preſence of the other Ladies, he began to ſtruggle with her in tlie 


rudeſt Manner. 


A But then Zelmane, who only had „wien Occaſion oſſer d, diſguis d | 


Pyrocles, not put him off, work d up by Anger and Diſdain, afſum'd 
the Man again; and being much ſtronger as well as nimbler than her 
rude Antagoniſt, ſhe in a Moment trip'd his Feet, and laid him ſpraw- 
ling at her own; and reſolving to purſue her Victory, ſhe pull'd out 
his own Sword; but before ſhe could have Time to ſtrike him, he 
got up again, and with the Wings of Fear flew towards his Brother's 
Chamber; but ihe follow d him ſo clsſe; that juſt as he was ready to 
throw himſelf into their Arms; and as he thought ſure of Protection, 
ſhe hit him ſo deſperate 2 Blow upon the Waſte, as almoſt ſever d his 
Body, and ſent his Soul to Proſerpine for Puniſhment, whoſe Venge- 


ance was never yet eſcaped by Raviſhers. Anaxius being ſo unex- 


pectedly a Witneſs of his Brother's Ovetthrow, and in that, as he 
rhought, degenerate Manner, was much more oppteſs d with Rage 
than Grief; and looking at Licurgus with àn Eye of Textor, Brother, 
ſaid be, do you chaſtiſe this inſolent vile Woman, while I go down 
and ſec uo farcher Miſchief happen by her Treachery ; and then, with 
haſty Steps, he went directly to che Ladies, fearing there might be 
fartker Gontrivances than he as yet was made acquainted with; bur 
finding them in the old Situation, and ſtrong in nought but . 
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396 Fr Philip Sidney ARCADIA; 

he went and ſecured a great Tron Gate, which was the only Paſſags 
that led to that Part of the Caſtle, not that he was in much oe. 
henſion of any farther Violence, but that his Brother's Shame, in fal- 
ling by a Woman's Hand, might be conteal'd, and then returned to 
glut his Eyes with the Revenge which lie aſſured himſelf his Brother 
had by that Time taken of Zelnane; but to his great Con- 
fuſion, when he approachd the Door, he ſaw his Brother lying at 
her Mercy; and notwithſtanding his Prayers and Threats, both 
which he ſent before him in Hopes to ſave his Life, 560 as 
his Footſteps reach'd the Room, his Ears were wounded with his dy- 
ing Groan. This unlook d- for Accident of his Brother's Death, fo 
ſudden and ſo ſhocking, would have commanded Tears even from 
his flinty Temper, but that his burning Rage ſtill dry d them up, but 
in his Heart blaſpheming Heaven, that it could have a Power to in- 
flict ſuch Contumely upon his Family, almoſt is much aſhamed of at- 
tempting Victory over a Female Adverſary, as of his Brother's being 
overcome by het; but yet determined to revenge their Deaths at any 
Rate, he flew wich eaget Haſte towards her, who was ready upon her 
Guard to receive his Fury, and tho' guided by Rage, yet he preſsd 
not on but with the utmoſt Conduct; and being not only of an un- 
common Size, but his Courage as ſuperior as his Stature, Zelmane, 
in all the Battles ſhe had ever fought, had never more Occaſion for 
ſteady Coprage and fortifying Conduct. Long the Contention laſt- 
ed, while neither could with Juſtice ſay he had the Advantage; till all 
faint and brearhleſs with the violent Exerciſe, and eager Thirſt of 
Vengeance, they were conſtrain'd, before their ebbing Blood requir'd a 
Reſpir, to allow each other a little Space, that with recovering Breath 
they might renew the Fight, and try whoſe Genius was molt pow. 


erful. 


In this Interim, while they retir'd a little Diſtance from each other, 
Anaxius leaning upon his Sword, ſettled a grim and ſurly Look upon 
Zelmane ; which ſhe obſerving, Well, ſaid ſhe, Anaxius, what is it that 
with choughtful Brow you muſe ſo ſeriouſly upon? Does the fatal End 
of thy unhappy Brothers make thee with Remorſe reflect upon thy 
own paſt Crimes; or does the Apprehenſion of thy coming Puniſhmenc 
employ thy Thoughts Neither, reply'd he, ſternly; but Tm conſidering 
what ſpiteful God, jealous of my more than mortal Glories, for no hu- 

mane Creature cou have ſo great a Power, has brought me to this 
diſhonourable Strait, that neither thy Death can glut my Vengeance, 
nor thy Deſtruction be eſteemd a Victory. You judge exceeding juſt- 
ly, reply'd Zelmane, in thinking that the Gods have interfer'd ; for, 
be aſſur d, they take this Way ro make thy Pride receive the greateſt 
Wound it can ſuſtain, and puniſh thy vain Arrogance in mak ing that 
weak Sex the Inſtrument of thy Deſtruction, which thou haſt always 


ſo ungenerouſly contemn d. 
Anaxius 


1 | Oo VC Ge , 1 
Moderniz'd by Mrs. STAN LRT. 397 ii 
Anaxius made het no Reply to this Reproach ; diſdaining Words i 
here he thought himſelf ſecure of Actions, he fell afreſh to Blows ; 1 
Zelmane was not behind hand with him, and the Fight renew'd was far 1 
more terrible than when they firſt engaged; their Courage and their Hl. 
Fury both, if poſſible, encreas'd, and the Deſire each of them had to 1 
prove themſelves ſuperior, made. them both exert theit utmoſt Cou- "1h 
rage to ſuch a high Degree, that for a Length of Time almoſt incre- 1 
dible, neither cou d boaſt the leaſt Advantage: At laſt, Anaxius find- 70 
ing Zelmane within his Reach, he ſummon'd all his Strength, and = | 
aim'd to ſtrike her Head ; but ſhe dexterouſly beating back his Wea- 1 
pon, and coming in with her left Foot and Hand, wou'd have cut a i} 
Paſſage thro his Side ſufficient to have let out Life, but that he mean- 1 
ly leapd away; a Thing he ne'er in his whole active Life before had HH 
been reduc'd to — . WW 
I don't know whether it will be expefied of me to ſupply the Gap that was #8 
by the accidental Loſs of ſeveral looſe Sheets here left in this Story ; + 18 
but be that as it may, I muſt beg to be excus'd ; Sir Philip Sidney's ul 
Invention may be imitated, but ſcarce equall d, or at leaſt I own my 18 
Self incapable of ſo great a Task: I ſhall therefore leave iny Readers ff 
10 raiſe the Structure of a Supplement in their own Imaginations, and i 
give them an Opportunity of trying the Strength of their Fancies, 48 
as alſo the Pleaſure of adding ſomething to Sir Philip Sidney, and, 1 
without farther Digreſſion, proceed to the Sequel of the Story, as it 14 
is reaſſum d from his own Mritingg. 5 14 
When Baſilius, anſwerable to the Oracle's Determination, was once TR 
more in the peaceable Poſſeſſion of his little Family, and ſettled in 1 
his beloved Retitement, there paſs'd not many Days e'er the happy 1 
Dorus, who now was re-inſtated in Pamela's Favour, watch'd an Op- 9 
portunity of following Zelmane, wlien ſhe was retir'd to ſteal al 1 
Hour's Contemplation in her little Arbour; and oyertaking her e er = 
ſhe reach d the Bower, they ſat down together upon a Bed of Flowers, 2 
which grew under the refreſhing Shade of a broad-leay'd Scycamorc, 1 
which ſhelter d them from the too powerful Rays of the Sun's then 1 
extremeſt Heat ; and with a Pleaſure unknown to any not experi- =z 
enc'd in the ſolid Joys that Friendſhip only yields, began to give each 1 
other a particular Account of all the various Mazes which their Paſ- 1. 
ſion had provided for. them, and oblig'd them to purſue, not omit- 18 
ting the minuteſt Circumſtance ; for in Friendſhip nothing that con- 5 1 
cerns each other can be eſteem'd a Trifle; tis alone in a Friend's Bo- 1 
ſom that the over-burthen'd Soul may ſafely give a Vent to either its 19 
Cares or Joys ; there, ſecure from Enyy. or Contempt, it may reveal i 
its good or evil Fortune; and as the one is leſſen d by a Partner, 1 
tlie other is reflected back with double Satisfaction. But even this 78 
e 31 Happinefs 10 
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Happineſs Dorus was far from the Enjoyment of without Allay ; the 
Perturbation. of his Mind 'wou'd ſcarcely ſuffer him, ſecure as he was 
of Pyrocles Tenderneſs, to let him into the Knowledge of that Peter- 
mination, which lay alone in him to cancel or confirm, At length, 
after a thouſand Heſitations, he  work'd his Spirirs up to tell 
him, that the generous Pamela had conſented, if he con'd find «4 
Way to carry her ſafely off, to fly with him into Theſala; for 
that, beſides the ſtrange unreaſonable Temper of her Father, which 
hourly encreas'd, that hateful Way of Life, and that hatd Re- 
ſtraint ſhe was laid under, without the leaſt Foundation for it but 
viſionary Whims and falfe-grounded Jealotifies, rhe fate apparent Dan- 
ger ſhe had been in of being for ever ſeparated from him, and the 
great Probability there was, that if they contitiu'd that Way of Life, 
ſhe might again be brought into the ſame Anxiety, which ſhe pro- 
reſted ſhe had rather undergo a thouſand Deaths than ſuffer, had 
confirm'd her in it; that having come to this Determination, they 
wanted but a lucky Opportunity to eſcape the Watchfulneſs 
of their loathed Guardians, whom Age and Envy had made 
too ſuſpicious to be eaſily deceivd. And now, my deateſt Pyrocles, 
continu'd he, whom Nature, Gratitude and Inclination give me the 
Privilege to call a Friend, I have given yoù the higheſt Proof that J 
am capable of doing, how dear I hold that ſacred Name, by truſting 
a Secret to your Knowledge, which, by the eternal Powers, is dearer 
to me than my Soul. I need not ask you to judge favourably of my 
Love; I know you are too well acquainted with his irreſiſtleſs Sway, 
to be ſevere in tiny Action which his Tyranny inipoſes : Yet tho' I 
cou d with Joy perform whatever he enjoins; yet, O my Pyrocles, 
without an Oath you thay believe me, not all the Joys his God- 
head has a Power of beſtowing, can make me truly bleſs'd without 
thy aiding Preſence : Not greater Pings the Soul and Body feel in 
ſeparating, than will rend my Boſom at the eruel Hour of Parting ; 
T know it will, and yet this Phrenzy öf my Soul has taken ſuch a ſo- 
lid Root, and my inchahted Senſe ſo tyratinizes over its Maſter, 
that 1 no longer have à Power to check its Fotee ; yer, Pyrocler, 
cho the whole Faculties of my Love-ſick Soul have been employ'd in 
finding Means to bear me from thee, With Grief and Shame I own 
it; bur Tyrant Love, whoſe Inffuence thou art no Stranger to, will 
have it ſo; yet till, 1 fay, if thou commandeſt me Stay, tis 
poſſible, tho 1 haye loſt all Power o'er my Telf, this ſoft inchanting 
Witchcraft may fly the Injunctions of ſeveret Friendſhip : But if you 
can ſubmit to bear niy Abtenee for a little Space, upon the Conſi- 
deration that now Tm with you, it is impoſſible for me to be of Uſe 
to you, or to my ſelf; and by the Separation of the Lodges, we 
rarely, very rarely, can have even the Pleaſure of each other's 
Company; and by my Abſence you may, and certainly will find ano- 
ther Self ſoliciting your Cauſe, and taiſing ſuch an Army as ſhall ob- 
| | lige 
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Embrace; then Pyrocles, I ſhall with Pleaſure, go about this long- 
wiſhd Enterprize, nay, think it half atchisy'd, if it ſhalt meet the 
lucky Omen of your Approbation. This long Harangue ſo broken 
and disjointed, was very diſtant from the wonted flowing Eloquence, 
that always us'd to attend the Words of Muſidorus, beſides heart-rend- 
ing Sighs, and varying Looks, moſt plainly ſpoke him truly ſenſible 


how great a Breach it was in Friendſhip, to ſaffer any other Object - 


to interfere, and like a Cloud before the Sun, eclipfe its Luſtre; while 
poor Zzlmane; who with the utmoſt Pleaſure had liſten d to her Friend's 
Succeſs in every other Part, was yer diſſolved in Trouble and Amaze- 
ment, when this laſt Project ſtruck her attentive Ears; her Mind made 
tender by complicated Woes, ſtraight repreſented to her boding Fancy, 


the Images of her own hapleſs Fortune, the Impatience of her burning 


Love, the Thorns of ſharp Deſpair, which hourly ſprung up and 
choak'd the Proſpect of any coming Harveſt, the loathſome Fondneſs 
of Baſilius, and the more dreaded raging Jealouſy of Gynecia, her- 
ſelf a wandring Prince, without aſſiſting Servatits, liable to all the In- 
conveniencies of a weak Woman, offended hourly with hateful De- 
clarations of offenfive Love, and labouring under the moſt dan- 
gerous and inconvenient Paſſion ; and to compleat theſe complicated 
Ills, her Friend, in whom ſhe placed her only Hopes, was going to 
abandon her, and leave her alone, to ſtem the Overflowings of caprici- 
ous Fortune : Theſe melancholy Thoughts revolving in her anxious 
Mind, kept her for ſome time ſilent ; but ſoon her Reſolution got the 
better of theſe Objections, and preferring her Friend's eternal Happi- 
neſs before her own immediate Pleaſure, with an affectionate, but ſtea- 
dy Look, ſhe gave him this Reply; If, Muſidorus, the Source of that 
eternal Friendſhip which J have vow'd to you, and ever will maintain 
inviolable, though at the Expence of more than Life, were grounded 
on a ſelfiſh Principle, or that the Joy of having ſuch a Friend were my 
chief Motive in it, I now ſhou'd be ſo ſenſible of my own Sufferings 
in this Separation, that I ſhould charge you with the utmoſt Cruelty, 
in robbing me of my greateſt Comfort, which you will certainly bear 
away with you; but as I not eſteem you for my own ſake a thou- 
ſandth Part ſo much as for your ſelf I value you, believe me, I ſhall 
in every thing prefer your Satisſaction to my own, and think my ſelf 
well paid for all the Pangs of parting, if by it you ſhall purchaſe Hap- 
pineſs; only leave with me a fincere Aſſurance that I ſtill am dear to 
thee, and I ſhall live at Peace, be well and caſie; go on then, Muaſido- 
74s, purſue the Path that leads to ſo much promis d Bliſs; as Virtue is 
thy Guide, may proſperous Fortune lead up the Rear z may thy Love 
be paid with Tranſports, anſwerable to thy keeneſt Expectations ; for 
me, this be aſſur d, not Abſence ſhall have Power ro remove thee from 
my Sight; no, mine Eyes ſhall ſtill behold thee, ſpight of inter ve- 
ning Nations; not even the heavieſt Cutſrs pour d on this yn 

ead, 


lige Baſilius, ſpight of himſelf, to yield bis Daughter to your fond 
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400 Hr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 

Head, ſhall hinder me from ſhating in thy Joys; nor ſhall this Prepoflef: 
ſion, which has ſeiz d my Heart, with all its Power, have force to 
drive thee from its innermoſt Receſſes; no, there thou ſhalt ever fic 
triumphant, ſpight of this Devil, or this Deity, I know not which 
ro call him, that has with irreſiſtleſs Force defac'd all other Images. 
While he was ſpeaking, Dorus was ſummoning his utmoſt Reſolution, 
that he might make him a Reply ſuitable to his uncommon Merit, and 


his own Gratitude ; bur the Grief of parting from him, the anxious 
Care he ſufferd for the dangerous Eſtate he unavoidably muſt leave him 


in, rais'd ſuch a Conflict in his Soul, that a thouſand times he wiſhd, 


that he had never form'd the Reſolution of leaving him, or ſaved him- 
ſelf the Pain of telling the unwelcome Meſſage: Bur Zelmane, who 
had by this time ſurvey d the utmoſt of his Purpoſe, and found thoſe 
Bugbears vaniſh upon a nearer View, that at firſt ſight crouded before 
his affrighted Imagination, ſavd him the Trouble of an Anſwer ; 
and thus reaſſum'd what he had before been ſaying ; Since, my 


deareſt Muſidorus, your better Stars, have ſo far fayourd your 


generous Love, as to put you in this Way to Happineſs, let not, 1 
conjure you, a falſe Ceremony, which Friendſhip ever ought to ſhun, 
deter you from purſuing it: I wont deny but that your Pre- 
ſence gives me an Infinity of Pleaſure; but, be aſſur d, the Know- 
ledge of your Happineſs wou'd give me a double Joy; that Friend- 
ſhip, which ſelfiſhly prefers a preſent Pleaſure before a Friend's eter- 
nal Happineſs, believe me, borders ſo near on Hatred, that tis ſcarce- 
ly juſt to allow it any other Name; for my Part, be aſſur'd, the 
preateſt Grief that I ſhall feel in this Affair, is, that I want the 
Power to be of Uſe in it. O Pyrocles, cry'd Dorus, with Eyes ſwim- 
ming in Tears of fond Affection, I did not think I cou'd ſo ſoon 
have work'd up my boding Heart to have diſclos d this mighty Se. 
cret to thee, but intended firſt to form and mould thy Judgment into 
propoſing it thy ſelf; but thy unartful Friendſhip drew me in, cer 


I was ſenſible, at once to ler thee into all my Counſel, and now th 


generous Diſpoſition confirms me in what I baſely dreaded thou 
ſhould'ſt be made acquainted with; but, be aſſur d, my Gratitude 


ſhall never ſleep; in Abſence That ſhall be employ'd in Cares for thee, 


which while I here remain, can only bear the Name of fruitleſs 


' Wiſhes ; but then they ſhall be turn'd to Action, and give my 


Pyrocles, by ſtronger Proofs than Words, a ſincete Aſſurance, that 
Muſidorus can be happy but by halves till he ſees Pyrocles equally 


Thus, in mutual Declarations of the ſincereſt Friendſhip that ever 
warm'd two generous Hearts, they ſpent the winged Hours, nor 
wou'd have known to ſpeak the dreaded Word, Farewell; had nor 
Zelmane, at ſome little Diſtance, 'ſpyed Baſilius approaching them 
with all the Haſte his feeble Legs wou'd ſuffer him; for having of- 

fer'd 
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fer d a Sacrifice in Gratitude to Apollo for his Daughters, but princi- 
pally for his Miſtteſs's happy Return, had ſince been every where in 
Seareh of het; and ſeeing her at ſome Diſtance, he began to ſtroak 
his Beard, and forni the moſt inviting Countenance that he was able: 
Alas, my Muſidorus; cry dd Zelmane, look yonder is the croaking Ra- 
yen that bodes our cruet Separation ; farewell, thou beſt of Friends, 
and moſt valuable Man among the Sons of humane Race; may the 
Gods conſttain the Tyrant Fortune to wait upon thy Virtues, and en- 
able me to wade thro this huge Sea of Intrieacies that ſurround me. 
 Dorus burſting out into a Flood of Tears, and wringing her Hand in 
his; No, no, Zelmane, cry d he, my boding Heart informs me, that 
this Separation will end in nought but Ruin to us both; but I am 
enter d, and this aſſure thy ſelf, that if I live, you very ſhortly mall 
ſee me at an Army's Head. Thus faid, the Time's Neceſlity admit- 
ting of no farther Conference, they. parted, Dorus towards the 
Lodge, where he hop'd ro relieve the Torture of this Separation wich 
the Sight of the dear Authoreſs of it; -while Zelmane compos'd her 
ſelf, as much as ſhe was able, to meet Baſilius; who coming up to 
her in the moſt ſubmiſſive Manner, Thou Goddeſs of my Soul, cry'd 
he, to whom Heaven knows my moſt fervent Prayers are all directed, N 
let not my Charmer be diſpleas d at that Shadow of Devotion I have 8 
been making to Apollo, ſince he can Witneſs for me, that in my Soul 5 8 
| 
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I pay you far greater Homage. You ſtill, I find, will be decciv'd in 
me, reply'd Zelmane; I ne er yet pretended to ſet my ſelf in Compe- 
tition with Apollo; nor, be aſſur'd, can I eſteem my ſelf exalted by 1 
Blaſphemies to him. Upon that Baſilius, to ſtop the Fury of her Re- —Y 13 
proaches, which were to him by far more terrible than Claps of ſud. | [Ml 
den Thunder, took a Paper out of his Boſom, and kneeling down, [1 
preſented it unto her; Here, Madam, cry'd he, is the Produce of 
thoſe unhappy Hours I ſpent in Abſence from you; this Hymn, 
which, with awful Zeal, I at firſt intended to dedieate to Apollo, 
ſpite of my ſelf, ended to you; read there the Overflowings of the 
moſt tender Heart that ever felt the Power of Love. Zelmane took 
the Paper, and peruſing it, wou'd have only anſwer'd with a dif. 
_ dainful Look, but that Baſilius began to renew his Prayers and his 
Entreaties in che moſt carneſt Manner, and in the Concluſion hinted, 
that poſlibly that obſcure Way of Life might be the Bar to his deſird 
Happineſs; - and therefore he was determin' d, ſince the evil Influence 
was paſt, the Dread of which at firſt oblig'd him to it, and that the 
late Trouble had by dear Experience taught him the Danger of truſt- 
ing to ſo Weak a Guard, to return to his Palace in Mantina ; and 
there he rold her he ſhould have a thouſand Opportunities to convince 
her how much his Crown, himſelf and Kingdom were at her Diſpo- 
ſition. This laſt Propoſal alarm'd Zelmane indeed; for tho' in that 
Retirement where ſhe paſs'd the Obſervation of but a very few, ſhe 
found it tolerably caſy to conceal her Sex ; ; yer amongſt the Numbers 
5 | tha 
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that ſurtdund à Court, ſhe knew how difficult it would be till to cat- 
ry on the Counterfeit without Diſcovery ; and therefore ſhe derermin'd_ 


to diſſuade him from leaving that happy Solitude, which only cou'd 
befriend her Purpoſes, and give her Opportunity to our her ſelf 
our of the Maze of Troubles that agg her. | 


And therefore looking at Ks, with Eyes more dreſsd in Kindneſs 
than was uſual ; My Lord, ſays ſhe, you can't be now to learn that 
coming Years dilate and cool the Blood, and make the Mind more 
apt to engender Apprehenſions and falſe Alarms, than luſtier Youth is 


ſubject to; but yet I thought you'd been enough acquainted with Wo- 


man- Kind, to know that our Caprices are not ſoon to be ſurmounted ; 
we often wait the Excuſe of a long and powerful Battery to juſtify 
our yielding: But don't miſtake me, I ſpeak not this with an Intent to 
give you Hopes I never mean to gratify ; but this, aſſure you ſelf, I am 
not among the Number of thoſe vain Ones, that can be taken with 


the Luſtre of a Court: No, believe me, Sir, this Solitude to me has 


greater Charms than the moſt elegant Diverſions a Court can yield; 

nor think I ſhall eſteem you more for flying thither for protection, 
when J am ſenſible that Fear alone coud drive you from this once 
lov'd Retreat. O Hercules, reply d Baſilius, how can you charge mo 
fo unjuſtly? Was Baſilius ever known to fear; or can his Blood deſerve 


the Epithet of Cold, that boils within his Veins, like the eagereſt Fur- 


nace ? O! no, believe me, fair Zelmane, while T enjoy your Preſence, I 
hope nor wiſh no other Guard; nor can any Change of Place relieye 
my anxious Mind, but as you bleſs it with your Smiles; arm'd with 
thoſe Arrows, I cou'd ſtand ten thouſand Dangers ; for be aſſur'd, the 
Love that you inſpire muſt be invincible ;5 nor is my Age leſs vigo- 
rous than boiling Youth. Zelmane, believing that ſhe had given him 
Hopes enough to keep him from on a ſudden trying new Experiments, 
cook thar Opportunity to relieve her ſelf from his troubleſome Com- 
pany; and making him a very civil Bow, ſhe told him, ſhe wou'd leave 
him to contemplate upon the Favour ſhe had ſhow'd him. The timorous 
Lover durſt nor preſs her ſtay ; and beſide the Gleam of Hope that ſhe 
had darted on him, was at that time ſufficient to enlighten all his Mind, 
and put him into Contemplations equally agreeable with her Preſence. 
Zelmane, as ſoon as ſhe had left him, went directly towards Pamela's 
Lodge, in hopes 'of mecting Dorus, and having the painful Pleaſure 


of another Farewel; as alſo to adviſe a little with him in her own 


Affairs, which the Concerh ſhe before was in made her neglect: But 
juſt before ſhe reach'd the Lodge, ſhe caſt her Eyes upon a Hollow, which 
ſeem'd the Mouth of a large Cave; her Curioſity led her to take a near- 
er View of it; and ſtooping down: ſhe enter d, and found it was in- 
deed a Cave; and though the entire Work of Nature, ſuch a one as 
might defie the utmoſt Power of Art to equal; the vaulted Roof 
was beautified with natural Marble, the Ground was pav'd with a 


ſhining 


po * 


ſhiniog-Miteral, that glanc'd like Glitt'ring Spangles, a little Rivulct 
run murmuring through the middle of ir; and in ſhort, the whole Si- 


tuation ſeemd.fram'd to make a Temple for the God of Melancholy. 


This drew Zelmane again into contemplating her hapleſs State; and 
ſitting down within the Entry of this Place, ſo fram'd to flatter Melan- 
choly, and ſooth Deſpair, ſhe gave a looſe to all thoſe agonizing Paſ- 
ſions, which ſhe ſo ſeldom had an Opportunity of venting ; when in the 
midſt of her Complaints, ſhe was interrupted by a ſoft murmuring 
Voice, which ſeem'd as it proceeded from the Hollow of the Cave, 
and which was wholly taken up with uttering the moſt deep Complaints 
againſt injurious Fortune, and lamenting the dire Effect of diſappointed 
Love. O Heavens | cry'd Zelmane, in an Extaſie of Paſſion, who can 
this be who knows ſo well to give the Portraiture of my unequall'd Mi- 
ſeries 2 Perhaps it is that Guardian Spirit, to whoſe Care I am aſlign'd, 
which takes a Pleaſure in repeating the Sorrows of its unhappy Charge; 
J think it muſt be ſo, for ſurely there is ſo great a Charge of Woe 
heap'd on my Head, Zove has not left fufficient, in his Store of IIls, 
to inflict an equal Quantity upon another Wretch; but whoſoever thou 
arr, continued ſhe, thy Words aſſure me that thou art a fit Companion 
for my Sorrows, and therefore I will ſeek thee out: Wich that ſhe roſe 
and follow d the Direction of the Voice; till coming to the middle of 
the Cave, ſhe ſaw upon a Stone that was raiſed a conſiderable height 
beyond the Ground, a little Wax-light burning, and by it a Paper with 
ſome Words that ſeem'd newly written ; ſhe had not read above a Line, 


cer ſhe heard a Ruſtling ; and lifting up her Eyes, ſhe ſaw lying pro- 


ſtrate upon the Ground, a lirtle Diſtance from the Stone, a Lady with 
her Face ſo near the Earth, that there was no Poſlibility of ſecing, 
or being ſeen by her; but as Curioſity is very prevalent, arid Sorrow 
ever-coverous of a Companion, Zelmane ſoftly advanced, till ſhe came 


cloſe to her, and then diſtinctly heard her pronounce this ſad Soli- 


loquy : O aweful Darkneſs, how aptly doeſt thou repreſent that more 
than helliſh One that reigns within my Boſom ! O may the terrible 
Similitude incline you to receive, and to conceal the deep Complain- 
ings of the moſt conſummate Wretch that ever was the Sport of cruel 
Fortune! How is my overburthen'd Soul oppreſs'd with Guilt, De- 
ſpair, and Rage! Ten thouſand Agonies ſurround me, nor have I in 
the World a Friend to whom J dare entruſt the fatal Secret, which, 
pent within my tortur d Boſom, tears it with convulſive Agonics, too 
great for humane Nature to ſupport ! O Reaſon, Reaſon, thou boaſt- 
ed Privilege of Human-Kind, why art thou faltely term'd a Bleſſing, 
ſince all thy Buſineſs is but ro make us ſenſible of Wrongs, which, 
potent as thou art, is far beyond thy Power to remedy ! O that I 
cou'd at once entirely fling off thy Government, and own no other 
Influence, but that of dear deſtructive bliſsful Vice! But two not be, 
even that ruinous Pleaſure is deny'd me; intruding Honour, like a 


glaring Spectre, ſtands before my Sight, and bars my Way to perfect 
nt lafamy, 
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Infamy, tho it is far from being powetful enough to attract me ts 
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its peaceful Paths, Where, O where, thou Phantom Virtue, haſt thou 
hid thy ſelf? for other Name I never can allow thee, ſince, when in full 


Poſſeſſion of my Breaſt, at the Approach of ſolid ſtrong Deſite, thou in 


an Inſtant vaniſhedſt, and gave thy Votary up a Prey to lawleſs Love, 
and burning Paſſion? To whom then now muſt J addreſs my ſelf, 
ſince Virtue is no more my Deity ; and the offended Gods muſt ſure 


be deaf to all my impious Prayers, or turn them into Curſes > Come 


then, ye Infernal Furies, come and aid my Purpoſes ; to you I de. 
dicate my ſelf, ſince you alone are capable of furthering my Wiſhes ; 
nor fear to make me too compleatly happy, ſince the Scourges of a 
guilty Conſcience, with ſmarting Pains, hourly torment me; yet, 
curſs'd as thou art, Cynecia, thy Woes might yet meet an Allevia- 
tion, wou'd the dear Author of them incline his liarden d Heart to 
ſhew a little Pity to thoſe Suffetings, which only he cou'd ever have 
occaſion d. Zelmane no ſooner heard that fatal Name, but ſtepping 
back, a ſhivering Coldneſs ſeizd her; her Boſom glow'd with direful 
Apprehenſions, as if her erring Feet had juſt been ready ro encounter 
a deadly Adder: the Perturbation of her Mind made her incapable 
of going back with that Gentleneſs that ſhe advanc'd ; and in her 
Haſte ſhe made ſo great a Noiſe, as rouz d Eynecia, who with a Lo- 
ver's Eye, ſoon piere d into the Knowledge of who ſhe was; and ſee- 
ing by her Manner that ſhe was about to leave her, ſhe haſtily roſe 
up, and flinging her ſelf upon her Knees, ſhe ſeiz d her Garment, and 
in the utmoſt Agony of Paſſion, O whither, cry'd ſhe, whither doſt 
thou fly, inhumane Creature ! Whom would'ſt thou ſhun, or how has 
the unfortunate Gynecia deſery'd this Uſage from thee ! The moſt ſa- 
vage Brute may be reduc'd by partial Kindneſs and generous Ufage into 
gentle Fondneſs : O think not that Ingratitude or Cruelty becomes a 
noble Mind; do but conſider and weigh the wondrous Effects my 
too deſtructive Love of thee has causd ! Behold, a Queen puts off 
her Royalty, and what is more, that baſhful Shyneſs by which our 


Sex is moſt diſtinguiſh'd, and throws her ſelf a Suppliant at thy Feet 


Shou'd ſuch a Suirer be deny'd? O, no! mine are no common Suf- 
ferings : With Pity then behold them; and yet, cer tis too late, 


| fave me from Death, Deſpair, and everlaſting Ruin. 


Zelmane was in the utmoſt Conſternation how to behave in this 
Perplexity ; but compoſing her Looks the beſt that ſhe was able, 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, were your Defires of fach a Nature as admitted 
a Poſſibility of being gratified, I ſoon ſhou'd be derermin'd how to 
anſwer ; but, where there is an abfolute Bar in Nature, it much ſur- 
prizes me your Wiſdom ſhou'd in the leaſt give Way to ſuch a mon- 
ſtrous Paſſion. Be dumb, for ever dumb, reply'd Gynecia, in the ut- 


moſt Rage, rather than thus with ſcornful Irony offend my Ears; nor 


think thou could ſt thus groſly impoſe upon my Underſtanding, tho 
| | | Penes 
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penetrating Love had never found a Place in this unhappy Breaſt ; 
bur ſince I'm thus deſpis'd, and flung from thy Embraces, as I were 
Poyſon to thy Touch, be well aſſur'd I will not fall alone; the 
wretched Authors of my Deſtruction ſhall ſhare my Fate; thy Cou- 
rage muſt needs be infinite, that can undaunted ſtand the Rage of 
diſappointed Love in Woman's irritated Breaſt : But know, to thy 
Confuſion, know, it is not thou alone can'ſt ſatiate my Revenge; 
that Girl, that Idol of thy Soul, for whom 1 am deſpis'd, ſcorn d, 
and abus'd, ſhall feel the Weight of my avenging Wrath, and periſh 
in the Flame her ſelf has kindled. Here faint and berachlefy,. with 
raging Agonies, ſhe pauſed ; while poor Zelmane, who long had fear d 
the Falling of this Storm, knew not what Part to take: To urge her 
Rage, ſhe too plainly ſaw cou'd end in nothing but Deſtruction to 
them all; and to comply with her Deſires, was what her generous 
Love for Philocles repreſented worſe than ten thouſand Deaths; and 
yet ſhe plainly found there was a {ad Neceſſity for her to come to ſome 
Determination, ſince Gynec:a's raging Paſſion wou d bear no longer tri- 
fling; and if ſhe once ſhou'd be enough exaſperated to diſcover her 


to old Ba/ilius, her Hopes wou'd, in one fatal Moment, all be blaſted, 


Theſe Reaſons prompted her ar laſt ro form a Reſolution of ſoothing 
Gynecia's Paſſion, till ſhe cou'd find ſome Way to extricate her ſelf our 
of theſe ſurrounding Evils, and which ſhe had great Hopes Dorus, 
Flight wou'd help her to accompliſh, 


He, on his Part, while Z:imane was in this fad Perplexity, was far 
from being eaſy; he could not help ſuſpecting, that what he was go- 
ing to tranſact, was againſt the Rules of Friendſhip ; tho' that gene- 
rous Tie is in itſelf far from reſtraining the Happineſs, in any Point, 
of its choſen Object: But however, as he now was enter d, his chief 
Care was, how to carry on his Point without Diſcovery ; and for 
that Purpoſe, he eaſily obtain d Leave of Dametas (who now eſteem'd 
him as his Son in Law, and therefore gave him a far greater Liberty 
than uſual) robe abſent for a Day ortwo; which Time he ſpent in roam- 
ing round the Deſart to find out ſome unfrequented Path, which led 
to the next Sea- port; which having luckily hir upon, and hir'd a 


Bark, ordering it to be in Readineſs at a Minute's Warning, he re- 


ord towards Home. And now his only Task was to deceive the 
more than Argos Eyes that guarded the Treaſure of his Soul; bur 
long it was not cr his fruitful Brain found out a Stratagem to rid 
himſelf of every Incumbrance, Which the intimate Acquaintance he had 
with all their Humours furniſh'd him with : Dametas, he' well knew, 
by Nature covetous, and by Age confirm'd in that inſatiate Vice, 
would beſt be rempted by a Golden Bait ; rhe ſhrewiſh Temper thar 
Miſo was ever inclin'd to, he thought wou d ſooneſt be agitated with 
groundleſs Jcalouly ; = Mopſa he was pretty ſure of well ſecuring, 
cou'd he ang. out a a Way to employ her Curiofity : In order therefore 
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to compaſs this grand Deſign, the firſt Step he took was to employ à 

Day in digging and opening the Ground under an ancient Oak, 

that grew about ten Miles beyond the Lodge, a quite different Way 

from that which he deſign'd' ro take; he came back to his: Maſter, and 

with a Countenance between Surprize and Joy, he took him by the 

Hand, and drawing him afide, Maſter, ſaid he, I know the Gods 
wou'd never have poſſeſs d me with that ardent Inclination to be- 
come your Servant, without deſigning me a Power of gratifying that 
Thirſt T have to be of Uſe to yon, and now, believe me, I have it 
| in my Power to make your Fortune anſwer your Deſerts, great as they 
"© are; another Servant wou d have turn d the Uſe of all that ſhining 
Treaſure to himſelf, but as I cer long hope to prove a nearer Ti- 
tle to your Favour, I judge your Intereſt much dearer to me than my 
own. Dametas all this Time ſtood with the utmoſt Impatience, while 
Dorus let him play upon the Hook, that he might be the eagerer for 

the Diſcovery ; at laſt, he brought him to the Point, and told him, 
that digging by Accident under an ancient Oak, and giving him ſuf- 
ficient Marks to find the Place, he had in a very little Depth diſco- 
ver'd lying a conſiderable Number of valuable Medals ; and fur- 
ther in the Ground a huge great Stone, which, by the hollow 
Sound it gave, ſeem'd to be the Cover of a Vault; and upon the 
Stone there lay a Cypreſs Box, with the Name of the valiant 
Ariſtomenes engrav'd upon it ; that opening the Box, he found ſome 
Verſes in it, which gave him to underſtand, that ſome Depth under 
that Place all his Wealth lay bury'd ; that he conceal'd it there in the 
Time that Arcadia was over-run with Civil Diſcords, which oblig'd him 
to retire there to keep himſelf and Wealth in Safety : To prove what 
he had ſpoke, he pull'd fome Golden Medals, which he had long car- 
ry d about him, out of his Pocket, and giving them ro Dametas, ask d 
him, ſince it was a Thing that requir'd the utmoſt Secrecy, and what 
in twenty Hours might eaſily be perform'd, whether he would have 
him go and fathom to the Bottom of ir, which he had forbore to do rill 
he had received his Orders, aſſuring him that he would bring him all 
Wi! he found; or whether he would go himſelf, and make his own Eyes 
. the firſt Witneſs of this glorious Sight? 'Tis very eaſy to imagine 
1 which Side Dametas wou'd pitch upon, who had already in his gor- 
ll ” mandiſing Fancy devour all this Maſs of Riches, and even now began 
hy FE to grudge a Partner, cer he was in Poſſeſſion of his own Share; and 
Wh therefore chuſing out one of his ſtrongeſt Horſes, and loading it with 
{i | Spades and Mattocks, intending to leave them behind, and bring the 
0 Beaſt home loaden in another Manner, he took the neareſt Way, as 
[1 | Vorus had directed him, ſaying not one Word to any Body whither he 
1 - was going, only leaving a ſtrict Charge with Dorus to have a careful Watch 
over Pamela, promiſing him Mountains for this Diſcovery, tho' thoſe 
Promiſes were all he ever meant to give him: But e er he was gone half 
a Mile towards this promis Treaſure, which his Impatience thought a 
1 hundred 
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hundred times as far, Dorus went back to Miſo, whom he found ſirting 
with her Elbows upon her Knees in the Chimney- Corner, muttering to 
her ſelf in fuch a Manner, as. plainly ſhow'd ſhe was in a fit Humour to 
receive the Falſity he had prepared for her; therefore advancing, and 
placing himſelf full before her, with a ſmiling Countenance, as ſeem'd 
between Pity and Contempr, he ſtood cafting up his Eyes without 
ſpeaking one ſingle Word. The leaſt Appearance of Eaſe or Chearful- 
neſs in others, never fail d to rouze the Envy in her Breaſt; and there- 
fore looking at him with a ſour Countenance, Now the Devil, ſaid 
the, deſtroy theſe grinning Villains; becauſe, Forſooth, I'm not fo 
young and fair as Mrs. Mypſz, I mult be made Game on by every 
ſaucy Jackanapes. This Notice was what Dorus wanted; and there- 
fore coming a little nearer her, In good Faich, Miſtreſs, ſaid he, you 
do me wrong; it was not you that raisd my Mirth, but thoſe you 
little dream on; not but I muſt ſay, continued he, it is high time 
you were dispos'd out of the way, fince there wants nor thoſe who 
can poſſeſs your Place, even while you are with us. Miſo, who 
never was in want of Malice ſufficient, on the leaſt Intimation, to make 
her ſuſpe the utmoſt Evil, to fatisfy her new-rais'd Suſpicions, forc'd 
her ſelf to put on a ſeeming Mildneſs, to wheedle Dorus out of all 
| he knew, and in a gentle Manner defir'd him to tell her what he 
meant; for, ſaid ſhe, I too well know how likely I am to be abus'd 
by that Churl, my Husband. Dorus, having rais'd her Curioſity to 
that Pitch, went a little off from the Subject, to make her ſtill more 
eager ; till finding her in a fir Temper to believe all he cou'd ay, 
putting on a formal Look, and laying his Hand upon his Heart, as if 
his Conſcience was concern'd in the Diſcovery, Miſtreſs, ſaid he, 1 
call the Heavens to Witneſs that my Inclinations have always led me 
to be ſtrictly honeſt ; but in ſome Caſes tis very difficult for the Judg- 
ment to determine what may juſtly be eſteem'd fo : Tis a gencral 
Rule, that a Secret intruſted to our Knowledge, ought to be kept ſa- 
cred ; but on the other Hand, Diſhoneſty, T think, ſhou'd ſeldom be 
conceal d; and more eſpecially, when the Diſcovery may poſſibly hin- 
der a Continuance of it: But which ever is moſt juſt, the Love 1 
bear my ever honour'd Miſtreſs, has determin'd me to take the latter 
Part; and more eſpecially, as I am well aſſur'd, that you will uſe 
with Moderation any Advantage, which, by my Diſcovery, you may 
juſtly take over my unhappy Maſter : And therefore, continu'd he, 
prepare your ſelf to hear with equal Temper what T am going to re. 
late. Yeſterday, as I was careleſsly driving my Flock up the 
delightful Hill, whoſe towering Head Oer looks the populous Ci- 
ty of Mant ina, I happen d to caſt my Eyes upon the Side of it, where 
in a little Falling of the Ground, which ſervd her as a Rampier a- 
gainſt the Sun's too powerful Rays, I ſpy'd a young and beauteous 
Damſel, dreſs'd in a Shepherdeſs's Habit; her Hait was looſly flow. 
ing round her Shoulders; yet in this careleſs Way, without the lea 

: Partiality 
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Partiality I ſpeak it, ſhe ſeem'd as beauetous as a Goddeſs ; beſide het, 
playing with her alabaſter Fingers, which had been Sport for Cupid's 
Self, there lay a Shepherd, but his Face ſo near the Ground, that 1 
cou'd not diſcern the leaſt Glimpſe of it; but as J was intently gazing 
on the beauteous Maid, ſhe addreſs'd her ſelf ro ſing; her Voice was 
charming as her Perſon; and her Performance ended, the Shepherd in a 
Rapture embraced her Knees, and fetching an amorous Sigh, O my ſweer 
Charita, cry'd he, when ſhall I enjoy a Reſpit from my labouring 
Thoughts? When ſhall J be ſo happy, ſo compleatly bleſs'd, as to en- 
joy tl:e bliſsful Promiſe you have made me, and which I now am 
come to claim? By this Time, prompted with Curioſity, I had 
ſtole a little nearer them; and to my great Confuſion, found the 
Shepherd (who had rais d up his Face to bask in the Luſtre of her 
ſhining Eyes) to be my Maſter, the unjuſt Dameras. Here Miſos pa. 
tience wou'd not ſuffer her to hear him longer without Interruption ; 
and ſhe was fain to give her ſwelling Breaſt a Vent, in ſuch ſharp Re- 
proaches, and exquiſite Railing againſt Dametas, that none but the 
muſt conſummate Scold, that ever grac d a Ducking-Stool, cou'd repeat 
them juſtly. Dorus pretended to be very angry at her Impatience, 
and wou'd proceed no farther, till ſhe had promis d him to hear him 
without Interruption ; for, continu'd he, if the Beginning gives you 
this Uneaſineſs, how will the Concluſion foment and chafe your Blood! 
Her Eagerneſs to know the Concluſion of the Story, oblig d her to give 
her Promiſe, that ſhe wou d be till till he had told it out; upon 
which he proceeded to inform her, that after Dametas and the Shep- 
herdeſs had ſpent ſome Time in Blandiſhments and fond Careſſes, 
he urged his Power and Place, his Intereſt with the King, pre- 
ſenting her with ſeveral valuable Trinckets, and promiſing her the 
Diſpoſal of all his Fortune; and at laſt ſo far prevail'd upon her, 

that ſhe agreed to meet him that very Night at Mantina; in the 
Oudomian- Street, about Ten a Clock; and after the Appointment was 
fix d upon, his Maſter ſpying him, call d him to him, and ſwearing 
him to Fidelity, let him into the whole Secret, deſiring him to go 
back to the old Witch Miſo; for ſo ſaid Dorus, to tell the Truth, he 
term'd you, Miſtreſs; though I believe, his Words proceeded more 
from Wantonneſs than any ſettled Malice, and make ſome probable 
Excuſe for him; for, ſaid he, turning to CHarita, and kiſſing her Ru- 
by Lips, If my deareſt Girl, ſaid he, thou did ſt but know what an 
uneaſy Life I lead with that old good- for- nothing Shrew, thou would'ſt 
in Pity take me to the Heaven of thy Embraces. Now, Miſtreſs, con- 
tinud Dorus, you have an Opportunity of exerting your utmoſt Pru- 
dence and Diſcretion; and if I were aſſur'd you cou'd ſo far command 
your Temper, as not to fly out into Extreams, Iwou d adyiſe you to con- 
ceal your ſelf in one of your Friend's Houſes till the appointed Time, and 
chen you may your ſelf detect them when they meet, and by prudent 
Management turn the Diſcovery to your own Advantage, and reclaim my 
| Maſtcr 


| Maſter from his evil Ways. There was. nothing in all this feignd 
Relation that half ſo much affected Miſo, as Dorus Encomiums on 


Charita's Beauty; her riſing Envy fwell'd her Jealouſy, and That, 
encreas'd by the Preſents which ſhe beliey'd her Husband had be- 
ſtow'd, and which ſhe thought ſo many Drops of Blood tore from 
her Heart, turn'd her into a perfect Fury; her wither'd Limbs were 
animated ſo much with Rage, that tho ſhe was before ſcarce able to 
walk with Crutches, ſhe now flew up and down the Houſe born with 
the Wings of Rage and Jcalouſy ; there was no one Kind or Sort of 
Vengeance, that ſhe did not determine to take on the imaginary guilty 


Pair; and in her Heat of Fury, ſhe run down Stairs, and went her 


ſelf into the Stable, and with her own Hands, not thinking any Body 
elſe wou'd make ſufficient Haſte, ſaddled a ruſty Mare, who had not 


been ſubſervient to the Bit upwards of ſeven Years ; and in that un- 


eaſy Situation ſhe trotted to Mantina. Where we will leave her rumi- 
nating upon what Method ſhe cou d beſt take to publiſh her Hus- 
band's Shame, and return to Mopſa, who was the only one now left 
for Dorus to diſpatch: She, in the Abſence of her Parents, was watching 
the confin'd Pamela, which Employment extremely ſuited wich her envi- 
_ ous Diſpoſition; and therefore it touch'd Dorus Invention to the quick 
to find a Stratagem to take her off it; indeed, he eaſily might have 
made uſe of Force, to ſtop her Tongue from giving an Allarm when 
they were fled, but that Pamela wou d not ſuffer, and therefore he 
was neceſſitated to make uſe of ſome little Art which might amuſe 
her, till they were paſt Purſuit ; and having hit on one which he 
thought very probable to rake, he went into the Room, where he 
found Pamela ſitting in a very thoughtful Poſture, ruminating up- 
on the , ſtrange Exploit ſhe had conſented to, and Mopſa by her, 
watching her very Looks, tho' ſhe was far from being Conjurer enough 
to find her Meaning by them: He ſeem d to take no Notice of either 
of them; but paſſing by them towards the other End of the Room, 


caſting his Eyes up to the Heavens, and ſlirugging up his Shoulders 


in ſuch a Manner, chat Mopſa, who was always full of Curioſity, cou'd 
not forbear enquiring the Reaſon of tliat odd Behaviour; he kept her 
as long as the Time wou'd perinit in Suſpence, that ſhe might be the 
eagerer to make the Diſcovery, and then told her a fancy'd Tale, 
how that in ancient Times, Jupiter having taken a Grudge againſt 
Apollo, thruſt him out of Heaven, bereaving him of the Privi- 
lege of his Godhead, and reducing him to a Neceſſity of working or 
begging for a Livelihood; that in Proceſs of Time, Admetas took 
Compaſſion on him, and employ'd him as his Herdſman; and having 
ſent him into Arcadia to fetch ſome Cattle, he happen'd to light in- 
to that very Forreſt which enclos d the Lodges; where being tir d 
with his Journey, and reſting himſelf under the Shade of a pleaſant 
Aſh, he had with fervent Prayers prevail'd on Jupiter to re-inſtare him 
in his former bleſs'd Condition, and from that Tree he was again 
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410 Sr Philip Sidney 's ARCADIA; 


tranſlated to his heavenly Manſion, leaving fo great a Bleſſing upofl 


Thar Tree, that for the future, whoever in the Qualiry of a Shepherd | 


or Shepherdeſs ſhou'd ſit down in ir, ſhou'd be in immediate Poſſeſſion 
of whatever they then wiſh'd; and Baſilius being let into the Secret 
by the Oracle, that was the only Reaſon which inclin'd him to take 
that Way of Life, hoping, that if he condeſcended to make himſelf a 
Companion to thoſe of that Occupation, it might entitle him to the 
Privilege of that miraculous Tree ; but having often in vain attempred 
to prove the Virtue of it, he had at laſt diſcover'd the mighty Secret to 
Dametas, but withal enjoining him by Oath never ro wiſh bur as he di. 
reed : Now, continu'd Dorus, Apollo, upon Account of his Journey, 
and the Sun's extreme Heat, being muffled in a Scarlet Cloak 
which Admetas had given him, and having left Orders, that 
whoever hop'd to ſucceed in that Place muſt alſo be in ſuch a 


Cloak, my Maſter is gone with all Speed to provide one for himſelf, 


and To-morrow intends to return with it: My Miſtreſs, either by 
Liſtning, or by what other Way I know not, is got into the Know- 
ledge of the Secret, and is trudging in all Haſte ro Martina in Hopes 
of getting one before him, and ſo having the firſt Wiſh. My Maſter 
at his going truſted me with the Secret, leaving it in Charge with me, 
that no Body, upon any Pretence whatſoever, ſhou'd climb the Tree 
till he came back; bur now, my deareſt Mopſa, as good Luck wou'd 


have it, I have here a Cloak juſt proper for the Purpoſe ; and tho' 


nothing but the Paſſion which T have for you cou'd tempt me to break 
my Maſter's leaſt Command, yet when that comes in Competition, all 
other Ties vaniſh before it ; and therefore, if you are inclin'd to ir, 
I will immediately help you into the Tree, and you ſhall be before. 


hand with them both. 


All the Time he had been relating this wondrous Tale, Mep/a ſwal- 


low'd the Fiction with gaping Mouth; and when the had heard it 


out, capering about the Room as if ſhe had already been poſſeſs d, 
ſhe conjur'd him to let her go that Moment into the Tree; and 
Dorus, ſaid ſhe, caſting a Sheep's Eye at him, don't you fear but 
you ſhall partake of my good Fortune. Dorus, whoſe Time grew 
very precious, hardly ſtood to make her a Reply; but, without far- 
ther Ceremony, taking her by the Hand, he led her to the Tree ; and 


| lifting her up ſo great a Height, that it was hardly poſſible the ſhou'd 


come down without ſome Help, he muffled the Cloak about her fo 
tight, that 'twas not even in her own Power ro undo it: And now, 
Mopſa, ſaid he, you muſt continue in Devotions to Apollo, without 
the leaſt Interruption, or making any Noife, and in Twelve Hours ar 
farcheſt you will hear a Voice call you three Times diſtinctly by your 


Name ; but till the third Time you muſt not anſwer upon any Score, 


and then have all your Wits about you, and with with Wiſdom, and 
depend upon't Apollo will be at your Elbow ready to free you from 
: this 
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| this uneaſy Poſture, and give a Confirmation to your Wiſhes. Mapſa 
promis'd him to punctually obey theſe DireQions, overjoy'd to think that 
ſhe had an Opportunity of being a Princeſs, and vycing with Pamela; 
for that was what ſhe determin'd to ask of Apollo; and in this happy Si- 
tuation Dorus left her. And having now ſo luckily diſpos d of his three 
Goalers, he deferr'd not to employ the Opportunity that he had gain'd- 
Pamela now determin d in every thing to acquieſce with her dear Shep- 
herd, ſuffer'd herſelf immediately to be convey'd by him a little Di- 
ſtance from the Lodge, where he had placed an able Horſe, on which 
he mounted the Treaſure of his Life; and himſelf getting before her, 
he ſpurr d him on till he came into the thickeſt and moſt unfrequented 
Part of all the Forreſt, but where he had before left Marks to direct his 
Way to tlie next Sca-Port, where a Bark lay ready to receive them. 
Pamela's Thoughts had hitherto entirely been employ'd between the 
the Tranſports of an eager Paſſion, and the alternate Shocks of reſtleſs 
Hope and Fear; and conſequently, her Judgment had not the Leiſure to 


examine into the Bottom of this ſtrange Enterprize, which ſhe had un- 


dertaken at the Inſtigation of imprudent Love, which knows no Bar 
to its impetuous Laws : But now that the impatient Longings of her 
Soul were allay'd and calm'd, and her Apprehenſions of a Diſcovery 
a little quieted, Reaſon began to reſume his Seat in her deſerted Breaſt, 
and wich ſtrict Scrutiny to ſearch into her Actions, and weigh the 


Motives of her Flight, and what reaſonable Grounds Jhe had to build 


ſo ſtrange a Project on. But mighty Love ſtrengthen d, and animated 
by her Lover's Preſence, ſtill kept the Ballance; and Dorus ſlacking. 
his Pace (being come, as he thought, beyond Purſuit) for fear the 
unuſual Exerciſe ſhou'd tire his lovely Fellow-Ttaveller, ſhe caſt her 
baſhful Looks upon the Ground, and then breaking that Chain of 
Thought which ſhe had kept collected almoſt till that Moment, If, ſaid 
ſhe, Prince Mu/idoras, you are, as I am ſure you mult be, ſenſible how 
great a Truſt T have repos'd in you, I never ſhall have Reaſon to re- 
pent my fond Credulity, in thus entruſting you with my Life, my Fame 
and Fortune; and, what is ſtill more dear to me, my yet even in 
Thought unſully d Honour: Since, I ſay, you have prevail'd upon 
me to repoſe a Confidence in you ſo great, that not another Creature 
upon Earth cou'd have had the Power of doing; be it your Part to 
prove your ſelf worthy the Compliment which I have made, and let 
my Reaſon continue to give a Sanction to my Love, Remember that 


your Honour is now concern'd to cheriſh and preſerve that Paſſion, 


which Inclination only prompred you to raiſe ; nor think me yet, 
tho I have put my ſelf entirely in your Power, ſo much your own, but 
that 1 ſtill acknowledge my Vertue has a far ſuperior Claim, and 
which, for your own ſake, you muſt ſupport : A little Time and ſolemn 
Rites ſhall give our Joys a Sanction; let not, I conjure you, then our 
future Happineſs be ſtain'd with the Reflection of any paſt Offence, 
that like an eating Canker will penetrate into the very Core. But what 
| Occa- 
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412 Sr Philip Sidney's AkcADi4; 
Occaſion is there for Words to urge you further? If you are what my 
Judgment ſpeaks you, this Caution will be needleſs ; if not, they will 
be thrown againſt the Wind, and I muſt bear to add one to the Num- 
4 ber of thoſe unwary Women, whom Indiſcretion and too precipitant a 
Choice have thrown into eternal Shame, Remorſe and Infamy. No 
more, thou everlaſting Charmer of my Soul, reply'd the happy Prince; 
forbear to wound thy tender Heart with theſe unneceſſary Doubts, and 
reſt afſur'd that penettating Judgment was never given you by the boun- 
teous Gods only to prove the wond'rous Power of Deceit; believe a 
Prince, a Lover, and one who had not interfering Love eclips'd his 
Glories, might by this Time have made ſome juſt Pretences to the Hero, 
that your Honour ſtands higher in my Eſtimation than ever you your 
| ſelf cou'd rate it; nor wou'd I, by my Life, and all I hope of Happi- 
[0 | neſs, offend againſt it, even in Imagination: A very little Time, T hope, 
f 1 | will make your Eyes the Witneſſes, that tho' my Birth and Fortune are 
not deſerving of your excelling Merit, ſince that's impoſſible, that yer 


1 they can make out as good Pretenſions as any other, and are ſufficient 
it to juſtify your generous Behaviour to the giddy World, who think 
1 Greatneſs, not Merit, the moſt valuable Conſideration. Thus, in Aſſu- 
ll rances of mutual Love and never-ending Paſſion, they ſooth'd the Hours 
We and beguil'd the pleaſing Time, till the Princeſs being fatigued with the 
0 unuſual Travel, they lighted off their Horſe a little to refreſh them- 
Wy * | ſelves, invited by the uncommon Pleaſures of the Place, it being in the 
1 6 thickeſt Part of the Wood, encompaſs'd round with ſtately branching 
Wh Pine Trees, whoſe extended Heads meeting together compos'd a per- 
fl. | feect Shade; the verdant Graſs beneath was ſhort and even; and in ſe- 
1 5 veral Places, ſcatter'd up and down, ran little bubbling Brooks and 
7 murmuring Rivulets. In this delightful Place, the Graſs their Carpet, 
6 and Neceſſity their Cook, they choſe to take a ſmall Repaſt of ſuch 
1 Proviſions as Muſidorus officious Care provided for that Day's Refreſh- 
if ment : But Pamela took more Pleaſure in walking up and down among 
4 thoſe regularly wild Commoners of Nature, and wounding their pene- 
Wit trable Barks with hers and Muſidoruss Name, which ſeemd proud ro 
5 receive ſo great an Ornament. A thouſand little Couplets which be- 
1 ſpoke their Love, and the ſad Series of Misfortunes they had paſs'd, 
1 were there left Witneſſes how apt a Lover's Memory is to retain every 
4 Particular of Joy or Sorrow that it conceives ; till at laſt the Princeſs, 
1 tir'd with their little fond Amuſements, and having been many Nights 
4 kept waking with the perplex'd Reflections of her hazardous Attempt, 
I found herſelf grow exceeding ſleepy ; which Drowſineſs being encou- 
1 raged by Muſidorus, who hop'd a little Reſt wou d enable her to per- 
14 form the remaining Part of her fatiguing Journey with greater Eafe, fhe 
bl | far her down upon a moſly Root, and making Muſidorus Knees a 
0 ; 4 Pillow for her Head, ſhe fell into a Slumber, and gave him Leiſure, if 
il poſſible, more narrowly to obſerve her Beauties than ever yet he had 
4 done. The Charms of every Feature ſeem'd to him augmented, ſo 
it 3 „ different 
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different was he from our modern Lovers, who even before Poſleſſion, 
if once they think themſelves ſecure of Conqueſt, deſpiſe the Giver, 
and contemn the Gift; but his generous Hearr, tlio full of Love and 
Fondneſs, cou'd yet find room for Gratitude and Honour, and in his 
noble Breaſt the one was always the Fore- runner of the other: A thou- 
ſand Times he gently kiſs'd her glowing Checks, and ſtole ambroſial 
Odours from her roſy Breath; a thouſand Times he bleſs'd his happy 
Fortune, that had conducted him to ſuch a hoarded Treaſure; but 
O, how frail is mortal Happineſs, and of how little Uſe all the pre- 
cautions we can take to make it permanent! This happy Pair, who 
but this Moment thought themſelves beyond the Reach of Fortunes 
Spight, were almoſt e' er the next involvd in Miſchliefs, and drove 
into as cruel Straits as Ser e capricious Fate had made them 
prove. | 


But for a little Time we'll leave them in that peaceful Situation, 


and return to the diſtreſs'd Zelmane; who having fo unfortunarely en- 


counter d Gynecia in a Place where ſhe fo little cou'd evade her keen 


Reproaches, was in the moſt deep Perplexity ; bur finding that a re- 


ſolure Refuſal muſt unavoidably involve both her and Philoclea iti 
inevitable Ruin, ſhe determind to ſtop the Violence of her Reſent- 
ment with ſome Inſinuations, which might encourage her to hope, tho? 
not aſſure her of Succeſs; and to that Purpoſe, looking at her 
with kinder Eyes than ſhe was wont, Madam, ſaid ſhe, your Words 
are ſo perplex'd and intricate, that you muſt pardon me if I am at a 


Loſs how to unfold the Myſtery they conceal, or frame an Anſwer 


ſuitable ; at once they threaten Love and Hatred, Affection and Re- 
venge ; your Prayers are intermix'd with Threats, your kindeſt Words 
with keen Reproaches ; you ſeem enraged when you ſuſpect I am diſ- 
guis d, and yet muſt be aſſur d, that if J am nor ſo, the Conſequence 
muſt bring to you at leaſt eternal Deſparation; you threaten Tyranny 


where you have not yet aſſum'd a Power, and are afraid of loſing what 


you was never in Poſſeſſion of; you ask me for my Love, and 
yet at the ſame Time ſeem fully fſarisfy'd that it already is diſpos d of; 
and what ſtill helps to heighten the Abſurdity of ſuch a wrong. plac'd 
Jealouſy, you fear your Daughter ſhou'd poſſeſs what you eſteem a 
Happineſs ; and yet ſo different are your Circumſtances, that tis far 
from being a Neceſſity for the One's Happineſs, to be built upon the 
Other's Ruin ; for ſhou'd I proye what you imagine, it is impoſlible 
that I ſhou'd be your Husband, which is the only Thing I can aſpire 
to in her; neither need that formal Tie be a Bar to that Gratitude, 
which I ſhall ever own my ſelf bound to pay your Majeſty, for che 
| mighty Treaſure of your Love. Cynecia, whoſe deſpairing Heart had 
been ſo long oppreſs d with Agonies too powerful to be ſupported, 
was in a Moment ſenſible of the leaſt Intermiſſion; and being willing 
to give Zelmane a Proof, that nothing but Extremes of Cruelty cou d 
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drive her to treat him with the leaſt Harſhneſs: Alas, faid ſhe, tos 
lovely Youth, if you conſider that our Words are but the Servants 
of our Thoughts, and only ſay as they direct, you wou'd not be ſur- 
priz d that mine are full of Contradictions, ſince my Mind is hourly 
at War within its ſelf; and cou'd my Reaſon once more pain the 
Field, I ſhou'd not then have Cauſe to mourn thoſe Devaſtations, which 
its rapacious Foe, tyrannick Love, has made: Bur twill not be; 1 
am no longer under its mild and peaceful Government, but given 
up a Prey to eager Paſſion and uncontroulable Defire : Do thou, Ze/. 
mane, in Pity then receive my troubled Soul into thy kind protection; 
nor drive it by Contempt or Scorn to prove Extremes which will be 
fatal to us all: I ask but Love for Love, and that once granted, mine 
will direct me in every thing to ſtudy your Happineſs and Honour, 
— . and make me think your Preſence cheaply purchas d with-my Daugh- 
ter's Perſon. Zelmane, who found already that the ſmall Compliance 
he had made, had in ſome Meaſure ſooth'd her Mind, and given 
a little Stop to her impetuous Rage, determin'd to purſue chat Method, 
and by a pretended Openneſs, find a Way the better to deceiye her ; 
and looking at her with an Air of Fondneſs, which ſhe had never done 
before, I did not think, ſaid ſhe, that the Regard I held another, 
cou'd cer have prompted me to have betray'd my ſelf ; but you have 
a prevailing Power, too great for humane Prudence to reſiſt : Take 
then the Secret of my Soul, which, without my Confeſſion, you might 
have well ſuſpected, but never cou'd have prov'd, and ſo muſt una- 
voidably have ſpent your Life in ſad Uncertainty and torturing Su- 
ſpenſe; but now, to end your Doubts, T own I am a Man, and fur- 
ther, born a Prince; and, ro convince you that for the future I don't 
deſign to keep the leaſt Reſerve, I will acknowledge, that ſince my 
Fortune drove me to this Place, T have had ſome Deſign 1 upon the 
Princeſs Philoclea; for how was't poſſible I cou d imagine that the 
Fates had ſuch a Good in Store for me, as the Bleſſing of your Love > 
And as to her, there was at leaſt Room for the Flatrerer, Hope, to play 
his Part, which is Love's chiefeſt Emiſſary: As to my being in this 
ſtrange Diſguiſe, I ſhall with equal Truth let you into the Reafon 
of it, tho my Sincerity muſt unavoidably be attended with Diſgrace ; 
It happen'd two Years ſince, my Curiofity carrying me into the fa- 
mous Country of the Amazons, that challenging ſeveral of them in ſingle 
Combat, I ſtill was overcome; till in the End, hoping in ſome Mea- 
ſure to retrieve my Credit, I fought with an old Woman in the Pre- 
ſence of Marpeſia, their gallant Princeſs, thinking my ſelf ſecure of 
Victory over her Age and Weakneſs ; but Fortune, bent to rack her 
utmoſt Malice on me, gave her the Advantage; and to preſerve my 
Life, I was neceſſitated to comply with her Injunction, which was, 
that I ſhou'd wear the Appearance of an Amaxon, till Years adyancing 
my Beard, ſhou'd make it morally impoſſible for me to continue it, 
and never till that Time diſcloſe my real Eſtate to any Body whatſo- 
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ever ; vid T have kept the Contract till this Hour, that mighty Love, 


who knows no Ties, or at leaſt will ſuffer none to come in Compe- 
tition with his Commands, has prevail d with me to break it. 


Kere ſhe ſtopp'd, to ſee whar an Effet this ſeemingly ſincere Con- 
feſſion would have upon Cynecia; hoping that ic would nor only con- 
vince her that ſhe had kept nothing a Secret from her, but that the 
feign'd Account of her Diſgraces wou'd leſſen her in her Eſteem. Her 
firſt Deſign entirely ſucceeded, for Gynecia did indeed firmly believe 
that ſhe had dealt ſincerely with her; but as her Paſſion was not 
grounded upon her Courage, nor that of Conſequence to the Gratifi- 
cation of it, ſhe paſs'd that Part of her Relation ſlightly over; and 
beſide, ſhe had had ſufficient Proofs of her being no Coward, however 


her Modeſty might prompt her to give ſuch a Relation of her ſelf; 


Therefore, taking no Notice of that Part of her Story, ſhe entirely 
dwelt on the Acknowledgment of her Sex; and looking ar her with 


Eyes ſwimming in Tears of Gratitude and fond Affection, May the 
all-righreous Powers, cry d ſhe, give me the Means of anſwering thy 


wondrous Goodneſs, in thus raiſing the veryeſt Wretch that ever 
crawl'd upon the miſerable Earth, to at leaſt a Glimpſe of Happineſs, 

by giving me a full Aſſurance, that it is not impoſſible my Wiſhes 
ſhou'd be gratified : But there {till remains more for thy Charity to 
do; the knowing that thou haſt the Power to return my Love, ſerves 
bur to urge me on againſt all Rules by which our timorous Sex is 
guided, to ask the Conſequence. Conſider well e er thou pronounceſt 
mine, thy own, and Philocleas Fate; in thee it ſtands to ſave or to 
deſtroy; thou art my Deity, and in thy Words are plac'd my Weal 
or Woe, my Ruin or my everlaſting Happineſs. O do not then with 
ſavage Power trample upon that Heart, which lays its ſelf a Sacrifice 
before thee ; let not the Condeſtenſions that J make, fink me in your 
Eſteem, but judge of me as in my ſelf T am, and what I ever have 
been, till driven from the Government of my own Heart, and irreſiſti- 
bly neceſſitated to make thy Love the Standard of my Actions; to 
that Account place all my Errors, and think, however culpable I may 
be to others, yet to thee my greateſt Faults bear a Degree of Merit. 

Here, pretending Faintneſs thro' the Variety of agitating Paſſions that 


contended in her Breaſt, ſhe ſunk upon the Floor, and as ſhe fell, 


her flowing Robe unfaſten'd ro her Waſte, open'd a View to twenty 
thouſand Beauties, which were before conceal'd ; and had there been 
the leaſt Reſerve in any Corner of Zelmane's Heart, ſhe wou'd un- 
doubtedly have taken it up; but PHiloclea s Image was in full Poſſeſ- 
ſion there, nor had her moſt inſinuating Arts a Power to drive her 
from the Field; but reflecting that her Part at preſent was to keep 
Gynecia ignorant of that fatal Truth, ſhe rais d her from the Ground, 


and embracing her with a feignd Ardency, which paſs'd on her Cre- 


, 


dulity for real, Think not, ſaid ſhe, thou heavenly Creature, that 
| tis 
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416 Fr Philip Sidney ARCADIA, 
tis in humane Nature to refuſe the Bleſſing that you offer; to compaſs 
which, an Age of Slavery wou'd be well rewarded ; all my Concern 
is, that I have not a Power of recompencing the mighty Favour: I 
can but give my ſelf, tis all I have to offer in Return for your ex- 
ceſſive Bounty; take then the rrifling Preſent, and what it wants in 
Value, ſhall be made up in Truth and Gratitude, and be aſſur d, that 
howſoever my Inclinations were before diſpoſed, that for the Faure 
in you ſhall reſt the ſole Command of them and me; therefore diſ- 
miſs theſe Marks of Grief, dry up theſe lovely Eyes, which were de- 
ſign'd for a far gentler Exerciſe than weeping, and think there is not 
any thing within the Compaſs of my Power, but ſhall be to the utmoſt 
exerted to give you Joy and ſolid Happineſs. But as our Converſa- 
tion has poſſibly taken up more Time than we imagine, let us, to 
avoid Suſpicions that may interrupt our future Bliſs, leave this retir'd 
Place: Be careful of your ſelf; baniſh that Devil of Diſtruſt; let 
Pleaſure revel in your beauteous Eyes, and Joy poſſeſs your Heart, 
and leave the Care to me (who now ſhall think it the ſubſtantial Bu- 
ſineſs of my Life) of contriving a Time and Place, where, undiſturb' d 
and unſuſpected, we may compleat our yet untaſted Joys, and give 
a mutual Pledge of laſting Faith and never-ending Love. This ſaid, 
without waiting her Reply, ſhe took her glowing Hand, and led her 
from the Cave, juſtly imagining, that if they long remain'd in that 
retir'd Place, his Preſence and her own impetuous Wiſhes. might break 
the Bounds of Woman's Modeſt, and draw him into a Perplexity from 
which he coud not extricate himſelf ; and certainly nothing cou'd 
have prevented it, but the Faith and Word that he had given ſoon 
to contrive a more convenient Time. This Promiſe, added to that na- 
tural Timidity inſeparable from the Sex, oblig d her for that Time to 
be contented without a farther Proof of his Regard ; but her anxious 
Mind remain'd in the Condition of a- convicted Criminal, who hour- 
ly expecting Death, is ſuddenly apprized there is a Pardon granted 
for him, but not ſign'd. Thus agitated with oppoſite Reflections, 
they left that gloomy Manſion, Gznecia already half perſwaded that 
Zelmane's Inclinations were turn d to her; ſo weak is humane Judg- 
ment, and of ſuch ſtrange Materials are we form'd, that firſt deceiv'd 
by the Inſinuation of Self. love, we greedily devour the Bait of Flat- 
tery laid for us by others, nor feel the Hook, till tis too late to diſ- 


engage our ſelves from Ruin. 


Zelmane was now involy'd in Difficulties, which requir'd the utmoſt 
Cunning to evade; ſhe was but too well fatisfy'd that twas impol- 
ſible for Things ro long continue in that Poſture, and how to turn 
the Alteration to her Advantage, rack d her Invention to the quick: 
This ſhe was certain of, that Deceit alone cou'd finiſh what it had be- 
gun; but how to blind ſuch penetrating Eyes, to gratify the Queen's 


impatient Love, and 79 continue juſt to Philoclea, gave her Spirits 
che 
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the moſt ſenſible Alarm they ever had experienc'd ; but both ſhe 
and her uncaſy Partner were diſturb'd from their Reflections by the 
Appearance of Baſilius, who miſſing the Queen of his Deſires, and 
not knowing where to ſeek her, was fitting upon the verdant Green 
with his Daughter Philoclea, enjoying the cooling Breezes of the Eve- 
ning, and ſoothing his loye-fick Mind with her warbling Notes ; 
but the Moment that her Mother and Zelmane approach'd, ſhe 
broke off her Song, and riſing up, her Cheeks ſtain'd with Bluſhes, 
her Eyes never of late encountering her Mothet's without a Shock, as 
being bur too well acquainted with the Diſguſt ſhe had conceiv'd 
againſt her; and that, added to the Sight of the dear Author of that 
Strangeneſs, gave a Floridneſs to her Complexion, and made her 
look, if poſſible, more lovely than ſhe was wont: But tho' Zelmane 
was ſenſibly affected with her every Charm, and his chrobbing Pulſe 
proclaim'd the Agitation which her Preſence gave his beating Hearr, 
yet ſo artfully did he behave to blind Gynecia's Jealouſy, that even 
her Innocence ſhar'd in the Deceit; no more ſhe ſaw thoſe Marks of 
awful Love which us'd to be conſpicuous in his every Action; no 
more his Eyes encounter'd hers, and catch'd with Eagerneſs at every 
Glance, but with a ſeeming Careleſneſs ſhun'd her Obſervation, and ſet- 

tled their whole Attention on Cynecia: If he ſpoke to her, his Words 
ſcem'd rather the Effect of Ceremony than Inclinarion; and, what moſt 
ſhock'd her, his whole Behaviour was rather anſwerable to a ſettled 
Determination, than any Guſt of ſudden Paſſſon; ſhe too plainly ſaw 
that all his uſual Aſſiduity was quite eſtrang'd from her, and directed 
to her Mother; ſhe knew too well the Power her Mother had of plea- 
ſing, and how much her Inclinations prompted her to exert it, to ruin 
her ini Zelmane's Opinion. Theſe ſevere Reflections, that ſhock'd her 
tender Soul even to Diſtraction, all in a Moment crowded to her 
Thoughts, and made her with a watchful Eye obſerve the every Acti- 
on of Zelmane; but ſtill the more that ſhe remark d, the more ſhe 
found her ſelf confirm'd in her dire Apprehenfions : for tho Zelma ne 
was fully ſenſible of every Shock he gave her, and more than ſhared 
the racking Pains which he occaſion'd in her Breaſt, yet he determin'd 
to purſue his Stratagem, and at once entirely vanquiſh Cynecias Jea- 
louſy, and give her ſuch an Opinion of his Sincerity, as might ena. 
ble him with full Security to deceive the Confidence ſhe plac'd in 
him; and in order to it, tho not without the utmoſt Violence to his 
own Heart, he rurn'd his moſt officious Cares towards Gynecia, and 
ſo well he play'd the Countetfeir, that both of them were work'd up 
to the utmoſt Degree of ſwelling Paſſion ; Cynecia s Breaſt was fill'd 
with the conſummate Joy of triumphing over a once-lov'd Rival, while 
the too delicate Philoclea, whoſe calm and mediate Temper was un- 
us'd to bear the rough Contention of over-bearing Paſſions, almoſt {i unk 
under the oppreſſive Weight; and fearing, that among thoſe penetra- 
ting Eyes this Battle in her Thoughts wou d be obſery d, ſhe left the 
e 50 Company, 
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Company, and retired into the Lodge; and there, as if her Legs wefe 
render'd incapable of ſupporting the cumbrous Weight her Mind ſu- 
ſtained, ſhe flung herſelf upon her Bed; and after a little venting the 
over Meaſure of her Sorrows in a Flood of Tears, ſhe trans formed 


thar Office to her Tongue, and like the lonely Philomel, urged her 


Wrongs, though ſhe was conſcious of n no Auditor but the Meniag 
Eccho. | 


For a confideratile Time the Paſſage of her Words was ſtop d "AY 
broken Sobs and interrupting Sighs ; but when they found a Vent, 


O wretched Philoclea ! hapleſs Maid! cry d ſhe, is this the Conſe- 


quence of all the Pains thou haſt endured, thy reſtleſs anxious Nights, 
and agonizing Days! Is this all their Reward! O what a fad Exchange 
thou proveſt for Liberty and Love! O Pyrocles, for I no more muſt 
call thee mine, how could thy noble Nature deſcend to ruin a poor 
harmleſs Innocent, whoſe only Crime was being too ſenſibly affected 
wich thy Merit! Had I but known, had I, but been acquainted with 
the Treacheries of thy betraying Sex, I ſhould not ſo ſoon have part- 
ed with my unwary Heart ! Perhaps, had I reſeryed it, his had been 
ſtill ſecure ; but I was doorh'd to Ruin; my Youth and Unexpericnce 
was catched in the firſt Snare : How can I blame him then, when I 
my ſelf was forward to procure my own Undoing ! My Vanity per- 
ſuaded me, that I alone could keep a Heart entire, which Thouſandg 
were contending for : Am I not juſtly puniſhed then? Is he to be con- 
demned, or I? I ſaw my Mother's Flame; I Knew ſhe had ſuperiour 


Merit; * yet Fool that I was, I thought my ſelf ſecure; I thought 


my Pyrocles would never ſtoop to any guilty Cauſe, however the Al- 
lurements might entice : But I am.juſtly-puniſhed for my weak Credu- 
licy ; he ſpurns that Heart which he ſo eaſily ſubducd ; and wanton in 
his Conqueſts, {| preads his Nets for others, which poſſibly when gained, 
he may as ſoon deſpiſe : This cruel Parent, that glorics in her Child's. 
Undoing, may yet repent. the Injury, when ſhe ſhall find herſelf a- 
bandoned and. betray'd, and all the Miſchiefs ſhe has heaped on me, 
redoubled on her Head. But what avail theſe fond Complaints? He 
that ſhould hear, and ſhould redreſs, takes Pleaſure in thy Griefs, 
and triumphs in thy Pains. Thus did ſhe ſpend her weary Hours in 
aggravating her Diſtreſs ; but her mild and gentle Temper only prey d 
upon its ſelf: Revenge, her peaceful Diſpoſition was a Stranger. to, 


and Redreſs ſhe thought impoſſible ; therefore giving the entire Reins 


to Grief, it grew at laſt too powerful for her, and attended with a 
lingering Illneſs, conſined her to her Chamber; and tho her Mother 
was no Stranger to the Occaſion of this ſudden Change, yet ſo much 
had Inclination overpowered Nature, that it gave her not the leaſt | 


Concern: But only they who have experienced the molt violent Paſ- 


ſion, can gueſs the Perturbation of Zelmane's wounded Heart, at be- 


ing forced thus to diſguiſe her real Sentiments, and tho' but in Ap- 
pearance 


W 
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pearatice falſifying her Faith to her whom more than Life ſhe valued, 
and for whoſe dear Sake ſhe would with Pleaſure have reſigned it: 
Oft was ſhe tempted to throw off the Mask, and free the Darling of 
her Soul from thar Inquietude ſhe laboured under; but Reaſon inter- 
pos d, and repreſented that ſuch a Raſhneſs muſt bring inevitable Ruin 
to them all, and at length prevailed upon her to catry on the Cheat, 
tho' at the Expence of both their Quiets for a Time, rather than run 
the Hazard of undeceiving her at preſent, and drawing furure Incon- 
veniencies upon them, which they might ne'er retrieve: But c'er ſhe 
could bring her agitated Mind to this Reſolve, the Conflict in her. 
Thoughts might have been viſible to leſs watcliful and diſcerning Eyes 
than were about her; but her chief Care was how to fatisfy Gynecia's 
impatient Mind, aud keep it from Suſpicion; and in order to ſucceed 
in that Attempt, her Buſineſs was to perſuade her, that her Thought 
had been employ'd on her, and therefore ſofily whiſpering in her at- 
tentive Ear, Madam, ſaid ſhe, my anxious Mind has juſt now form'd; 
a Stratagem, which will confirm my Happineſs, and leave no Room 
for farther Doubts in you; of which, at a more proper Time I will 
inform you fully. She made her no Reply, but bluſhing, lefr her, by 
her Looks, to gueſs the Joy her Words oecaſioned, and then propos d, 
it being late, retiring to the Lodge. Baſilius took the happy Office of 


conducting his beloved Zelmane, hardly, reſtrained by his Wife's Pre- 


ſence from making open Love to her, giving her Hand a thouſand a- 
morous Squeezes, and playing the Wanton in each Step and Motion; 
till having reach d the Lodge, in common Decency they thought it 
neceſſary to viſit their ſicx Daughter, who could very willingly have 
ſpared the Complement, for well ſhe knew how little anxious either 
of her Parents were for her Recovery, and now that ſhe imagined Zl. 


mane had joined the adverſe. Party, their Sight was doubly painful to 


her; and therefore feigning Heavineſs and want of Reſt, ſhe eaſily a- 
voided too long a Viſit, and obliged them all ro ſeparate, and on their 
Pillows ruminate upon the ſeveral Paſſions which chas'd the God of 
Sleep, and kept him from his uſual grateful Office: But none among 


them. ſuffer d half the Torture with Zelmane; for tho' they each of 
them had a ſufficient Store of Evils to er yet her divided Heart 
was rack d with ſuch a complicated Scene of Woes, that ſhe had no 


Receſs, no one Reflection that cou d afford her a Moment's Eaſe: Bur 
when ſhe thought how hard Neceſſity oblig d her to wound the tender 
Soul of Philoclea, the held no more a League with Patience; her agi. 
tated Thoughts cou'd not confine themſelves, but burſt, with- 


out firſt, having her Permiſſion, into Words; O Hyrocles, eryd ſhe, 


to what a cane Strait has thy ill Fhimthe drove thee, that, ro 
preſerve the darling Object of thy fondeſt Wiſhes, thou muſt 
treat her with more than ſavage Inhumanity, and that to gra- 
tify the Pride of thoſe whom thou doſt moſt deteſt! O thou injur'd 
lovely Creature, whoſe Beauty never found an Equal, but in thy 
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matchleſs Mind, wer't thou but ſenſible on what a Rack of Torments 


my own Behaviour throws me, thou would'ſt not charge me, as ſurely 


now thou do'ſt, with Breach of Faith, and a Deſire of Change! © 


Gods, that ever I ſhou'd live to be ſuſpected by Philoclea, and that 
with an Appearance of Juſtice too] But tis not long to be ſupported 
Aid me, the Cunning of that Sex whoſe Shape I wear! Inſpire me 
with Arts to work my Way thro' theſe Perplexities, and at once pre- 
ſerve my Honour and enjoy my Love! Here, loſt in Thought, ſhe 
haſtily roſe from her Bed, and putting on her Cloaths wirh Eagerneſs, 
ſhe went towards the Cave, as if the Change of Place cou'd give Re- 


lief to her over-· burthen d Mind ; and entring into it, a ſudden Thought 


preſented ir ſelf to her, how ſhe might make it the Scene of Action 
for a Stratagem which ſhe had juſt confuſedly form'd, tho' not con- 


certed in every Particular; and being very eager to put ſomething in 


Execution that might free her from the Torture ſhe was in, went to 
pay her Complements to the King and Queen; and after the uſual 
Ceremonies of the Morning, ſhe told them, that being oblig'd at thar 
Time o'th' Year to obſerye ſome particular Ceremonies in her Devo- 
tions, which muſt be perform'd in a retir'd Place, ſhe begg'd that they 


 wou'd give her leave to lodge for ſome few Days within that Cave, 


which for the Coolneſs of it, ſhe preferr d to any Apartment in the 
Lodge, and that they wou'd not give themſelves the Trouble of ma- 
king any Enquiries after her, for that ſhe wou'd conſtantly once a Day 
at a ſet᷑ Hour wait upon them; and that ir ſhou'd be only for a few 


Days that ſhe wou'd ask the painful Privilege of being ſeparated from 


them. The Power ſhe had over this Royal Pair was in every Point ſo 
abſolute, that twas but for them to be made acquainted with her 
Wiſhes to have them gratified : But this Requeſt gave them a double 
Pleaſure ; Baſilius hugging himſelf, that by that Means he ſhou'd find 
a thouſand Opportunities of entertaining het in private unobſery'd ; 
and Gynecia, thinking her ſelf ſure that this was ſome Contrivance to 
bring abour her Wiſhes, ſhe ſcarcely could contain the Joy it gave her, 
at leaſt it ſparkled in her Eyes too viſibly not to be obſerved, had not 
her Husband been wholly raken up with his own Thoughts : Thus 
both of them vainly flattering themſelves with equally falſe Hopes, 
and farthering the Snare that was laid to trap tliem, they rung a Bell, 
which was placed to call ſome Attendants that always waired at a 
little Diſtance from the Lodge, and ordered them immediately to car- 
ry the Furniture of Zelmane's Chamber into the Cave, and dreſs it up 
with all the Care imaginable. This Charge was ſoon perform'd, and 
Zelmane in Poſſeſſion of her new Apartment ; where, like a Veſtal 
Nun, for a few Days ſhe lived with the moſt ſeeming Strictneſs, on- 
ly once a Day, according to her Promiſe, coming to pay her Duty to 
the King and Queen; whoſe Paſſion for her was, if poſſible, encrea- 
ſed by Abſence, tho' the Torture of ic ſomerhing allay'd, as ſhe 
forced herſelf to entertain each of Do with more ſeeming Inclina- 

tion 


* 
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tion than ſhe was wont, and more lat Gynecia, who finding * 
entirely neglect her Daughter Philoclea, flatter d her ſelf that ſhe had 
the whole Poſſeſſion of her Heart, and hourly expected the bliſsful 
Confirmation of their Loves, firmly believing that Zelmane had taken 
that Retirement on Purpoſe to accompliſh it with greater Secrecy 3 
but both ſhe and Baſilius kept ſo continually hovering about the Cave, 
thar they ſtill prevented one another from having any private Conver- 
{ation with her: While, in this dreadful Interval, the hapleſs Philoclea, 
neglected by her Father, deſpis d and hated by her Mother, and, as 
ſhe thought, entirely abandon'd by Zelmane, gave her ſelf up a Prey 
to black Deſpair ; not venting her Uneaſineſs by any violent Determina- 
tions of Reyenge, as her goodly Mother in the ſame Circumſtance had 
done, but meckly taking on her ſelf the Weight of all her Woes, and 
ſuffering them ſo much to overpower her, that her Body was at laſt re- 
duc'd to the ſame weak Condition with her Mind ; and that, join'd to 
the Defire of avoiding every Opportunity ſhe had of encountring Zel- 
mane, that at leaſt ſhe might not triumph over the Deſpair ſhe had occa- 
fiond in her gentle Breaſt, oblig'd her not to quit her Chamber; and in 
a little Time the complicated Ills that both her Mind and Body ſuffer'd, 
confin'd her to her Bed. Zelmane, on her Part, was far from feeling a 
more tranquil State; for having now uninterrupted Leiſure to rumi- 
nate on Meaſures to bring about their Freedoms, was oft ſo ſhock'd 
with che many Difficulcies that preſented in every thing that ſhe pro- 
jected, that ſhe ſometimes determin'd to form no other Stratagems, 
bur by Force reſcue the Idol of her Soul, tho' with the immediate 
Death of both her worthleſs Parents ; ſometimes again ſhe thought ir 
wou'd be better for her to go away with Muſidorus, and with united 
Force return, and by D int of Arms oblige Baſilius to grant his Daugh- 
ters to their honourable Loves; but her laſt Determination was, to 
follow his Steps, and by ſome Management diſpoſe of the two Dra- 
gons that guarded the Golden Fruit, and then by Night convey 
away the Object of her Wiſhes, whoſe Love ſhe did not doubt wou'd 
equally oblige her to run all Fortunes with her, as her Siſter's had be- 
fore prevaild with her; hoping, that tho' his abrupt Departure had 
not ſuffer d her to enquire of Maſidorus what Way he meant to take, 
that they might yet luckily hit upon the ſame Road; or if that 
fail'd, they cou'd eaſily recover ſome Town belonging to the Helots, 
which was near the Frontiers of Arcadia; who having newly broke 
their Truce with the Nobility, and being again in Arms, ſhe was very 
certain wou'd be equally glad of her Protection, as ſhe cou'd be of theirs. 
This once determin'd, ſhe reſolv'd to looſe no Moments towards 
bringing it into Practice; and therefore, putting on a flight Suit of 
Man's Apparel under her Amazonian Dreſs, the left her pleaſant So- 
litude, and went to Dinner with the King and Queen; and being in 
her ſelf a little eaſier, ſince ſhe was come to a certain Reſolution, ſhe 
cou'd the better carry on an Air of Complaiſance and Love co them; 
5P and 
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and after a light Repaſt, intermix d with much Allegories as Lovefs 
generally make Uſe of when reſttain d by the Preſence of a third Per. 
ſon from coming to Particulars, Baſilius thinking he cou'd not find a 
more convenient Time to urge his Paſſion, and prefs a Confirmation 
of it home, he begg'd Cynecia that ſhe wou'd go and take ſome Care 
of Philoclea ; ſhe eaſily comply d with his Commands, that at ano. 
ther Time he might allow her equal Liberty; and the Moment ſhe was 
gone, with trembling Limbs he flung himſelf proſtrate before Zz/mane, 
and looking at her with Eyes inflam'd with ardent Love; O Goddeſs 
of my Soul, cty'd he, if that the Heart-diflolving Agonies I feel cou'd 
bear Delay, or this was the firſt Time that T had dar'd ro manifeſt 
my conſcious Love, TI wou'd with Patience wait the Event of Time, 
nor urge any Return but what by a long Train of Services I mighr 
juſtly lay a Claim to ; but ſince my Paſſion is grown as inſupporta- 
ble as it is manifeſt, and that you are not now to learn the wondrous 
Power you have over me, why ſhou d I fear to know the utmoſt of 
my Doom ? O then, thou Goddeſs of my Soul, pronounce at once my 


Fate, for even Hope is grievous, when continually depreſs'd with Fear; 


and if Tam fo very wtetched as in no Degree to pleaſe, yet ro be 
freed from the racking Torture of Suſpenſe, will carry ſome Alleviation 
with it; yet am T but too well afſur'd, that if you once ſhou d fling 
me into abſolute Deſpair, my Death wou'd be the Conſequence ; in 
you my Life is center'd : Suffer nor then imaginary Rules, which 
have their Being but in bare Opinion, to byaſs your penetrating Judg- 
ment againſt Mercy, Gratitude and Love, which are enforc'd by Na. 
ture's powerſul Laws, and which it is but vain for humane Nature 
to reſiſt. Zelmane, beforchand having determin d what to do, was in 
no Perplexity how to behave towards her importunate and over. preſſing 


Lover; but thinking it wrong to come abruptly to the Purpoſe : My 
Lord, reply'd ſhe, your Words carry too much Coherence with them, 


for me to think that they proceed from ſuch a reſtleſs Mind as you 
wou d fain perſwade me, neither is there any Symptom i in your High- 
neſs of approaching Death ; but tis the Trick you Lovers all make 
uſe -of to undermine the Heart you cant reduce by Storm; for were 
Love of that Nature which you deſcribe, it never cou'd. be term'd a 
ſoft and gentle Paſſion, but rather a Phrenſy and a Madneſs ; and ſo 
indeed to me, it ſeems to be in you, ſince you prefer a reſolute Refu- 


ſal, and ſue for that which other Lovers make their greateſt Dread. 
O Heavens, cry'd Baſilius, how have IT offended the angry Powers, 


that they ſhou'd make a Mock of my Misfortunes ! Aſſure your ſelf, 
roo-much-loy'd Zelmane, that if you ſhou'd refuſe my earneſt Suic 
inevitable Death is in your Words; and then too late you will be 
ſenſible how great a Power Heart · rending Anguiſh has to keep the 
Spirits from their wonted Offices, and ſtop the Springs and Motion 
of this regular Machine. 


* 
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Ir is impoſſible for me, reply d Zelmane, to be the Judge of what 
another feels; but were I ſenſible of every Pang you ſuffer, how lies 
it in my Power to redreſs the Grievance, unleſs. I did eſteem the Vir- 
tue of ineſtimable Chaſtity no more than an imaginary. Good, as you 
juſt now pronounc d it; but which, in my Opinion, is. ſo bright a 
Jewel, as not the World and all the Glories of it can recompence its 
being loſt : Beſides, if you had Power to perſwade me out of this 
fix d Opinion, (as be aſſur'd you never will) yet how, I fay, cou'd 
you avoid the Watchfulneſs of your Wife's Jealouſy, or preſerve my 
Honour from the Blaſts of a malicious Tongue? Baſilius, who was as 
eaſily elevated as depreſs d, was by this Anſwer rais'd to as great a 
Pitch of Hope, as he before was of Deſpair ; and therefore looking 
with a ſtern, tho' delighted Countenance, Think not, cry d he, my 
better Genius, ſo meanly of Baſilius, as to believe a Wife ſhall from an 
humble Slave become his Miſtreſs, or that Lever will ſuffer her to in- 
terrupt my Pleaſures ; no, be aſſur'd, ſhou'd ſhe once pretend to inter- 
fere, I ſoon wou'd take a Method to put a Bar to her Impertine nce, 
and remove her from being again a Trouble to us. I neither doubt your 
Prudence nor your Courage, reply d Zelmane; but what will that avail 
my Character, ſince tis ſcarcely in the Power of thoſe Two united to 
tame the Fury of a malicious Tongue, and much leſs can they check | 
the Thoughts which equally may wound my Honour, tho they can't 
have the Power of publiſhing my Shame; but to prove to you that 1 
am not wholly ungrateful, nor inſenſible p thoſe Uneaſineſſes which 
you ſuffer on my Account, if you can contrive to Night, after the 
Queen is fallen aſleep, (but that, by all your Hopes, I conjure you firſt 
to be well aſſur d of,) to ſteal into the Cave to me, I will allow you an 
Hour's free Converſation, provided you will give me your Royal Pro- 
miſe to take no further Liberties ; which Promiſe ſhou'd you in the 
minuteſt Point tranſgreſs, you will for ever forfeit my Eſtecm, and be 
the ſure Deſtroyer of your own Hopes. Baſilius, who knew the 
World enough to be full well aſſur d, that Women are not wont to give 
private Aſſignations only with an Intent to ſpend the time in Talking, 
thought himſelf perfectly aſſur'd of all he wiſh'd ; and printing on her 
Hand a thouſand vigorous Kiſſes, he caſt his 3 ſparkling with 
Joy, up to the Heavns, as if his Extaſie was much too great to be 
expreſs d by Words, and made no Anſwer for fear ſhe ſhou'd ſtart any 
thing that might ſeem like an Objection. While he was in this Trance 
of Joy, Zelmane went from him, ſaying, that ſhe wou d leave him to 
contemplate upon their Appaintment, and go to wait upon the Princeſs 
Fe 


When ſhe was come into her Chamber, ſhe kept her wonted Gra- 
vity ; and ſlightly enquiring of her Health, in a manner as ſpoke more 
Ceremony than Affection, ſhe turn n'd from her and went up to the 


Queen, 
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Queen, who was ſtanding at the further End of the Room, the Scafoti 
being exceeding hot, looking out of the Window; which gave her an 
Opportunity of talking ſome time to her without being over-heard ; 
and feigning as much falſe Regard to her, as ſhe had counter- 
feited Indifference to Philoclea, ſhe told her that her better Genius 
had ar laſt inſpir'd her with an Invention, by the Help of which they 
might compleat their Joys without the leaſt Diſturbance or Danger to 
her Henour ; then ſhe proceeded to inform her, that ſhe had laid a 
Scheme which might eaſily, if ſhe had Love enough, be pur in Pra- 
ctice that very Night, which was for her, after the King was fallen a- 
ſleep, to ſteal into her Cave; aſſuring her, that ſhe had taken up that 


Lodging with no other View, bur that as it was the firſt Place whercin 


their mutual Loves had been declar'd, ſo ir might be the happy Scene 
of Confirmation; that ſhe had not omitted one Night entreating the 
Happineſs ſhe now was ſuing for; bur that the ſudden changing her 


Lodging might poſſibly make the King more apr, upon any unlook'd- 


for Accident, to be ſuſpicious, ' which Uſe wou'd make him careleſs 
of; and therefore now, continued ſhe, thou Idol of my Hopes, all that 
you have to do, is after Supper to feign your ſelf diſorder'd, and 
while the King is viſiting the Princeſs Philoclea, go to Bed; he will 
not probably ſtay long after you, and the Moment you find that Sleep 
has taken full Poſſeſſion of him, you may with Eaſe quit his diſguſtful 
Side, and fly where everlaſting Love and Rapture wait you : As for me, 
I will. very early retire to my happy Cave, where I ſhall wait your 
coming with more Impatience, tho I hope attended with a better Fate 
than even Pyramus did for the too lovely and too wretched Thisbe, 
The conſcious Blood that flow'd into Gynecza's alabaſter Cheeks, was 
the only Anſwer that her exceſſive Joy wou'd ſuffer her to give; but 
knowing, that Silence in a Lady is always taken for a ſufficient Proof 
of acquieſcing in a Petition of that Nature, ſhe fav'd her Modeſty the 
pain of Words; and only giving Zelmane's Hand a gentle Squeeze, in 
Token of her Gratitude, ſhe left her, and went to feed upon the joyous 
Expectation of that Night's coming Happineſs. Under this triple 
League, the lagging Hours on every ſide ſeem'd to run ſlowly on, till 
Phebus having perform d his never-erring Courſe, and given Place to 


the fable Night, which ever looks with a more favourable Eye on Lo- 


vers than the piercing Day, the wiſh'd-fer Hour approach'd : Supper 
was ſoon diſpatch'd ; and after that the haſty Meal was over, Cynecia 
pretending Heavineſs and a Deſire of Reſt, carried Baſilius and Zelmane 
to Philoclea s Chamber, who ſtill was, by the Anguith of her Heart 
more than the Weakneſs of her Conſtitution, a Priſoner to her Bed, and 
far from being reliev'd in either by ſuch an undeſird Viſit. Soon as 
the uſual Compliments were over, Ze/mane coolly wiſhing her a happy 
Night, took a formal Leave of the King and Queen, and ſaid ſhe 
wou'd retire to her Cave; while Gynecza, carrying on the Farce of IIl- 


"neſs, beg d Baſilius that he wou'd ſtay a little with his Daughter while 
PE F< : the 


Moderniz'd by Mrs: STANEEF. 425 


The endeavour d to compoſe her flutter'd. Spirits with a little Reſt. 
Baſilius was very glad of this Propoſal, hoping that Sleep wou'd ſoon 
prevent her from being a Bar to the Conſummation of his fierce De- 
fires. Thus each of them labouring to deceive the other, Gyneria, led 
by Zelmane, tetir'd to her Chamber; where being come, Zelmane 
looking towards the Bed, and ſtarting as if a ſudden Thought had 
ſtruck her; Now the Almighty Gods forbid, cry'd ſhe, in a ſeeming 
Tranſport, that I ſhou'd be ſo wretchedly unwary as to truſt 
capricious Fortune with my All of Happineſs; my Soul is ſhock'd 
with Horror, when I reflect how poſlible ir is for your Husband, by 
ſome unlucky Accident ro wake, and nor only that, but dog your 
unheeded Steps, and ſo not only diſcover our Intrigue, but what 
at leaſt I ſhou'd eſteem a greater Hell of Miſchief, diſappoint our 
promis d Joys; but to prevent all Dangers of that kind, my better Ge- 
nius has inſpir d me with a happy Thought: I will my ſelf ſupply your 
place in Bed, while you ſhall cake my upper Mantle, and wrapping 
yourſelf cloſe in it, that if Dametas, or any of the other Lodge ſhou'd 
fee you, they may believe it me, retire to the Cave ; where, the Mo- 
ment that the King is fallen aſleep, I with the Wings of ardent Love 
will fly to meet you; and ſhou'd he wake, or any Accident diſcover 
us, I ſooner will exact his Life, than let your Honour ſuffer. Thus 
ſaying, without giving Gynecia ſcarce Time to think on, much leſs ob- 
jet to her Propoſal, ſhe flung her Mantle off, and nimbly ſlipt into 
the Bed, drawing the Curtains cloſe, and muffling her Head under the 
Cloaths fo far, that ſhe was certain the King, who wou'd be taken up 
with his own Thoughts, wou'd not be in any danger of diſcovering 
his new Bed-fellow. Zelmane ſo artfully made this Propoſal, and in 

ſuch a Moment put it in] Execution, that Gynecia had not Time to 
weigh the Conſequences, or determine whether it was moſt adviſeable; 
but reſolving in every thing to pay a blind Obedience to the Diſpen- 
fer of all her Joys, ſhe put the Mantle on, and haſted to her Cloſer, 
to ſer her Beauties off with all the Ornaments the Time wou'd ſuffer 
her to uſe; where, turning herſelf round, ſhe accidentally caft her Eyes 
upon a little Golden Bottle that ſtood upon a Shelf, on the Side of 


which was engrav d the following Lines: 


This happy Draught thy Lover's Heart will Warm, 
His Fires renew, and double every Charm. 


This Recipee had been handed down fot ſeveral Generations by the 
Kings of Cyprus to their Children, tho' the Vertues of it were more 
generally known by Tradition than Experience; and when Gyneciz 
was married to Baſilius, her Mother made her a Preſent of it, firmly 
believing that it was infallible to procure both Love and irs deſired 
Eſſects; but whether ſhe never had Regard enough for her old 


Husband; to wiſh his Fondneſs greater, or wherher ſhe had our of 
| wy TT Careleſsneſs 
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Careleſsnels neglected it, I won't determine; but now that the Fierees 
neſs of her own Deſires had taught her to wiſh another's of an equal 
Height, ſhe, rack'd her Thoughts to find a thouſand little Arts, not 
only to preſerve, but to excite it; and rherefore, haſtily pouring 
out the Cordial into a little Cornelian Cup, ſhe took ir in her 
Hand, and only guided by Cynthiz's borrow'd Beams, ſhe went with 
haſty Steps towards the Cave, ſaffering no intruding Thought of Ho- 
nour or Remorſe to interfere and damp her glowing Expectations. 


O] what a Power has Love, that it can animate the weakeſt Heart, and 
raiſc up Courage in that Sex, who are by Nature form'd fo timerous, that 
nothing in the whole Creation, except the liſtening Hare, is half fo vainly 
apprehenſive : She who before wou d not have gone ſo far alone, on any 
Terms by Night, and into ſuch an unfrequented Place, now arm'd by 
Love, defies all Danger, and makes a Mock ar Fear ; advancing boldly 
on, without the leaſt diſturbing Thought but what aroſe from her 
Zelmane's being in that uneaſy Situation, ſhe ſoon enter d the Cave; 
where approaching to the Bed, her firſt Employment was to embrace 
Zelmane's deſerted Side, a thouſand Times carreſſing the ſenſeleſs Pil- 
low for having been ſo happy as to bear the lovely Print of her ador'd 
Zelmane ; her panting Heart kept Time to every Breath of Wind that 
mov'd ; each tedious Moment ſeem'd an Age of Time; impatiently ſhe 
counted each Step that ſeparated the Lodge from that lov d Place, ac- 
cuſing Zelmane of Coldneſs and Neglect, and a too uſeleſs Caution in 
ſtaying ſo long from her Embraces. 


But long it was not er ſhe was reliey'd from the Anxiety of Suſ- 
pence, tho' put upon a far greater Rack of Cettainty; for Baſdlius, after 
that ſhe had left her Daughter's Room to indulge a feign'd Repoſe, 
having with the utmoſt Pain watched a Length of Time ſufficient for 
her to be undreſs'd and fallen aſleep, ſtole with the urmoſt Caution 
to his Chamber, groping his Way as gently as he was able, yer fan- 
cying each Step he took made a much greater Noiſe than uſual ; and 
being come into the Chamber, for fear Gynecia ſhou'd not be quite faſt 
aſleep, he gently lifted up the Cloaths, and laid himſelf within the 
Bed, liſtening, as he ſuppos d, for the Muſick of his Wife's ſnoring, 
which at that Time he wou'd have eſteem'd far ſweeter than that which 
fills the heavenly Spheres ; and finding her entirely ſecure, for Zel- 
mane being full as eager to get rid of him, as he cou'd be to go, coun- 
terfeited Sleep ſo naturally, that he really thought her in the full 
Poſſeſſion of the ſenſeleſs God, he ſoftly roſe, and with ſome Difficulry 
grop'd his Way out of the Lodge, breaking his Shins and Elbows a- 
gainſt every Chair and Cabinet he came a-near ; but the Eagerneſs of 


0 his Mind wou'd not ſuffer him to feel the ſevereſt Blows, and had 
1! there been a Mountain in his Way, it wou d not then have ſeem'd fo 
[ great a Stumbling-Block as at another Time a Straw wou'd have ap- 
4 | peard, 
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Pear d. Thus did our deluded Lover fly from che Perſon in the World 
he with'd to meet, and haſte to her whoſe nauſcated Embraces he meant 
to ſhun ; but when, guided by the glittering Moon that Bawd to Lovers 
Joys, he had almoſt reach d the Cave, he cou'd ſcarce contain his 
Raptures; his Joys ſupported him, and wing d with that, his Feet 
ſcarce felt the Ground he trod upon. The Moment that he got with- 
in it, withour regard to any Promiſes that he had made to be confin d 
to Words, he ſlip d his Cloaths off, and jumpt into that Side reſerv'd 
for a more welcome Gueſt; and ſtrenuouſſy embracing Cynecia in his 
Arms, Life of my Life, cry d he, and Center of my Joys, forgive this 
raſh Intruſion, and let me in the Arms of my ador d Zelmane meet a 
full Recompence for all the Pangs I haye endur d, feel the fierce Beat- 
ing of my throbbing Heart, which bounds and pants to leave my Breaſt, 

and fly to reſt in thy ſoft Boſom ; then judge, my Love, and think 
ho little Room there is for Words. The Ladies will at leaſt find it no 
Difficulty to imagine the Rage, the Shame, and Diſappointment, that 
filld Gynecza's Breaſt, when ſhe heard her Husband's Voice; a thouſand 
Apprehenſions crouded at once into her Imagination; the Diſappoint- 
ment of her high-rais d Expectations, the Dread that Zelmane had 
ſacrific d her to her Husband, and above all, the Blaze of Jealouſy, 
that for ſome Time had been extinguiſh'd, or at leaſt ſmother d, was 
now renew'd, and burnt as fierce as ever, not knowing what in this 
Interval might happen to her Daughter: But on the other ſide, Loye 
introduc d Thoughts of a quite different Nature, and perſwaded her 
that it wou'd be better to obſerye Baſilius Words and Actions er ſhe 
undeceiv d him; and finding by both of them that he ſtill treated her 
as if the had ali been Zelmane, ſhe entertain d great Hopes that it 
was ſome Plot of his own laying, and which Zelmams did not dare 
to oppoſe, that ſhe might the better have a Power of deceiving him 
another Time. This Hope, added to the Reflection of her Daughters 
Illneſs, and the Coolneſs with which Zelmane had treated her for ſo 
long a Time, a little compos d her ruffled Spirits, and made her with 
leſs Impatience ſubmit to the loath'd Embraces of her Husband, who 
ſtill entirely taking her for Zelmane, was in a Heaven of Rapture, and 
his Thoughts and Spirits agitated to as great a Height of Joy, as 
hers were depreſs d and ſunk into an Abyſs of Grief and Diſap- 
pointment. 


Thus influenc'd by various Paſſions, we for a Time will leave them, 
and return to Pyrocl/es, who having now no more Occaſion for the Covert 
ol Zelmane, took his own Form upon him; and ſoon as he had coun- 
terfeited Sleep ſo nicely as to deceive Baſilius, and that the ceaſing of 
the Battle between the old Man's Shins and the Stools and Tables 

aſſur d him that be had fully quitted the Lodge, he got up, and ſofr- 
1y follow d him; but carty ing his Sword down in his Hand, for fear 


any ill Wind ſhou d blow him back, the Gate belonging to the Lodge 
| he 
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he double lock d; and nor content with that Security, he barr'd and 
fortify d it with as many Inventions as his Wit and Haſte wou'd fur- 
niſh him withal, that ſo he might have the more Time to prepare 
his Princeſs for this ſudden Enterprize, and get her hors'd before any 
Allarm cou'd poſſibly be given, never ſtaying to conſider the Conſe- 
qences of this bold Undertaking, laying it down as an undoubt- 
ed Maxim, that whoever in Affairs of Moment will ſtay to ſolve every 
Objection, muſt never enter upon Action. Thus, reſolute in his De- 
termination, he made the utmoſt Speed up to Phioclea's Chamber, 
wrapt up in Extaſy at the Reflection of his (as he thought) ſure ap- 
proaching Happineſs; no Obſtalces pteſented to his delighted Fancy, 
or at leaſt none but ſuch as his Love ſuggeſted to him, that he ſhou'd 
ſoon ſurmount ; already he imagin'd himſelf in full Poſſeſſion of his 
Happineſs, all Perils paſt, and he and his dear Princeſs ſafely arriv'd 
at his Father's Court, his Friends crowding about him to congrarulate 
his ſafe Return; and loſt in Admitation at the ſhining Charms and 
full Perfection of his blooming Bride, all his paſt Anxicties and Perils 
were now forgot, or but remember d as Heightners of his preſent 
Pleaſures. Loſt in this Maze of Joy, he teach'd the Chamber-Door, 


and was awak'd from his agreeable Reflection by the Sound of Philo. 


cleas Voice, which quite diſturb'd him from his pleaſing Trance, and 
put him upon liſ'ning to the Purport of her Song; bur how was his 
Heart pierc'd with Sorrow, whien he found it entirely turn upon his 
Falſhood, and a Complaint againſt her own ill-fated Paſſion! He had 
not Power to move; for tho to ſee his Phroclea in Diſtreſs on any 
other Score, wou'd have given him Wings to fly to her Relief; yet 


the Reflection, that it was only her Love to him, and a miſtaken Ap- 


prehenſion that now occaſion'd her Uneaſineſs, brought a ſecrer Plea- 
ſure with it, which he cou'd not reſiſt a little Time indulging: Be- 


ſides, his Ears were not alone employ'd ; his Eyes were gratified 


with an extatic View of Beauties, which before he only was acquaint- 


ed with in Imagination; for when Baſilius left the Chamber, his 


Thoughts were fo employ'd, that he forgor to cloſe the Door ; and 
the Weather being exceſſive hot, ſhe was laid upon the Bed entirely 


undreſs d; the full Proportion of her beauteous Form was all expos'd, 


and nothing but the envious Linnen deprivd him of the full Heaven 


of her Charms. This rapturous Sight ſtruck him into ſuch a Maze of 
Admiration, that he wou'd certainly have employ'd an Age in ga- 
zing on her, without remembring that he had Buſineſs to perform 
which wou'd conduct him to ſublimer Joys, had not ſhe awak'd him 
from his bliſsful Trance, by again breaking out into Complaints againſt 


his Breach of Faith; for laying her Hand upon her downy Cheeks, then 


moiſt with Tears, and looking like a Roſe-Leaf wet with Morning 
Dew, O Fyrocles, cry'd ſhe, with interrupting Sighs, how ill haſt thou 


repay d that Truſt which I repos'd in thee! How little doſt thou me- 
rit theſe Tears, and theſe heart-racking Agonies, which hourly my 
| Youth 


Youth and Innocence pays as a Tribute to tliy Falſhood ! But ſtillz 
ignoble Maid, wilt thou petiſh in Folly, and by thy Weakneſs add td 
his Triumph! How long wilt thou employ thy every Senſe on him 
that hears thee not, or if he did, perhaps wou'd only glory in thy 
Pains, and make a Mock of all thy Sufferings ! Ye righteous Powers; 
to what a Fate am I reſery'd, that tho T have bur too exquiſite a Senſe 
of every Injury he offers me, yet cannot that produce that juſt Con- 
rempt I ought to hold him in! However greatly he may merit in him- 
ſelf ; to me he has no Virtue, Honour, or Humanity; yer ſure that 
heavenly Form cou'd only be deſign'd as a Repoſitory for them all; 
perhaps he was by Fate ordain'd the Inſtrument of my undoing ; nor 
poſſibly is it in his Power to withſtand the cruel Office: If it be fo, 
without the Imputation of Abjectneſs, beyond the meaneſt of my Sex, 
I may revere the Rod that ſcourges me, and have at leaſt the Satis- 


faction of laying all his Faults on irreſiſtleſs Deſtiny ; there is a Plea- 


ſure in that Thought T muſt and will indulge, nor grudge me, O my 
evil Genius, the torturing Satisfaction; tis all the hapleſs Philoclea ever 


muſt expect; tis all that Fate allows, and J muſt bear the Burthen 


as I may. 


Here a Flood of riſing Tears entirely thoak'd her Words, and 
brought Pyrocles out of the attentive Poſture he was in; and tecol- 
lecting how little Time he had to looſe, he went into the Room, and 
approaching the Bed, as Miſers do their hoarded Treaſure, he kneel'd 
down by it: But tho' before he ſaw her he had ten thouſand Things 
to ſay in Vindication of his Conduct, and which he knew muſt bring 
her entirely to approve it, yet the Extaſy of having gain'd an Op- 
portunity to clear himſelf, put him paſt the Power of Words; nor will 


they be ſignificant enough to expreſs the Amazement and Surprize 


which Philaclea felt at ſuch an unexpected Viſit : Aſham'd and bluſh- 
ing at being ſurpriz d in ſuch an unguarded Poſture, ſhe ſhrouded her 
poliſh'd Limbs under the Covert of the Bedeloaths; and looking at 
him more with an Air of Sorrow than Reſentment, Zelmane, cry d 
ſhe, or Prince Pyrocles, tis equal which of thoſe Names I call you 
by, ſince under the Covert of the one you fitſt deceiv d me, and with 
the other have betray'd and left me, what wou'd your Cruelty have 
more ? Is't not enough that you have robb'd me of my Peace of Mind; 
bur, like a Tyrant, you muſt inſult the Wretch that you have made > 
Are not the Torments of the Day ſufficient, but, like a lurking Thief, 
you muſt by Night ſteal in on my Repoſe, leſt in a Dream I ſhould 
forget my Cares, and ſteal a Moment's Reſpir from my Sorrows > Yer 


poſſibly thou mean'ſt to be a little merciful, and try to juſtify thy 


Change, by urging that thou didſt not know to what a ſad Extremity 
thy Falſhood wou'd reduce me. Pyrocles, to whoſe diſtracted Heart 
each Word ſhe ſpoke pierc'd like a darting Thunderbolt, cou'd nei. 
ther ſuffer her Reproaches, nor had. he Power to put a Stop to them, 
P 5R tho? 
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tho' he ſo juſtly might have done it; he felt her every Pain; and | 


knowing himſelf the Author of them, they were redoubled in his 
Breaſt ; Thou only Hope, cry d he, of all my future Joys, how has ſe- 
vere Neceſſity reduced me to ſtand the ſeeming juſt Reproaches of her, 
to whom alone I wou'd be juſtified, and. for whoſe dear Sake alone T 


cou'd have been prevail d on to play the Hypocrite,. and act a Part ſo 


very contrary to my honeſt Nature; yet, conſcious as I am that T 
can fully juſtify my Innocence, my crowding Thoughts, like an unru- 


ly Mulritude, preſs all together, and hinder one another in the Paſſage: 


Were my Soul capable of ſo much Baſeneſs as you charge me with, I 
ſhou'd before that I approach'd you, have been provided with a thou- 
ſand falſe Excuſes ; but now, tho I am ſenſible how greatly J am in- 
jur'd in your Thoughts, and that my All of Happineſs depends upon 
the Juſtification of my Actions, I've not a Power of ſaying more than 
that my Faith has ever been and ever will be inviolably yours: I 
can't pretend to urge that Time, or even Poſſeſſion, will heighren that 
eager Paſſion, which from the firſt of my Acquaintance with you, has 
been too great to admit Addition; but this you may believe, it ne- 
ver will decreaſe, while J have Life, and you are Philoclaa O do 
not then perſiſt in turning all the Efforts T have made to blind the 
more than Argus Eyes that watch'd you into Reproach and Injury; 
let not the Violence that I have done my ſelf, and the dangerous Cun- 
ning I have made uſe of to ſecure my Happineſs, be turn'd to my 
Deſtruction, nor tyranouſly fruſtrate all my Labours, at the very 


Time that I have brought them to a Criſis ; each Obſtacle that barr'd 


our Happineſs, is by my never-ſleeping Induſtry remov'd ; your pry- 
ing Parents are both ſecur'd from intercepting our deſit'd Flight; each 
Neceſſary for our going is prepar'd, and there is no intruding Spy 
no buſy Liſt'ner to betray our Counſels, nor any but the eternal Powers 
to be a Witneſs of our Enterprize, or interrupt us in our great Deſign ; 


them I invoke, who know ſo well my Innocence, and every ſecret Moye- 


ment of my Heart; and if in any Point, or in the ſmalleſt Action, 
my Love or Faith to you are forfeited, may they immediately pour 
down theit keeneſt Plagues on this dereſted Head; if cer theſe Eyes, 
ſince firſt they were acquainted with your Beauties, have caſt a Glance 
mix d with Defite on any other Woman, may they this Moment loſe 


their wonted Office; if &er this Tongue, when truſted with the 


Meaning of my Heart, was guilty of Deceit to you, may it hereafter 
know no other Uſe but ro bewail its Maſter's Miſeries. No more, 
cry'd Philoclea, ceaſe to enhance thy Crime, nor think ſo meanly of 
me, as that I am each Way to be deceivd: Can you believe ſo poor- 
ly of me, as to expect that I ſhould rake Oaths for Security, where 
broken Vows are all the Payment I have already met? No, no, be- 
lieve me, Pyrocles, the Man who dares to irritate the Gods, and ſtrike 
at awful Juſtice, wou'd little ſeruple invoking their juſt Vengeance, 
ſince he muſt either not at all belicye i in them, or elſe be well aſſur'd it 

Will 
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will inevitably o'ertake his Crime ; it is enough I know your Falſe- 
hood, and the Cettaiaty of my own wretched Fate; bur muſt own 


my ſelf greatly at a Loſs to gueſs what new Deſign you have in Hand, 


or why you countetfeit this ſudden Penitence: Can you eſtcem it 
worth your while to make a ſecond Conqueſt, only to have again the 
Pleaſure of deceiving ? But if that is your Aim, believe me, I am 
nor ſo very unexperienc d in your Sex's Arts, as not to be upon my 
Guard to fruſtrate your Deſigns: No, no, enjoy the Conqueſt you 
already have; be ſatisfy d with that; for this aſſure yout ſelf, you 
have no more a Power of bettaying, nor I of being ruin d; no, falſe 
perfidious Man, allure thy ſelf, I ſooner wou'd pur Faith in the de- 
ceitful Tears of Crocodiles, than in thy flattering and deſtructive 

Words ; my own Integrity I can preſerve; that is not in thy Power 


to rob me of; in that hereafter I will place my Happineſs no more 


ſhall thy perfidious Sex haye Power to hurt my Peace of Mind ; nor 
ſhall I urge high Heaven for any other Puniſhment upon thy Crinhes, 
bur what thy own polluted Conſcience will produce. 


The wretched Prince, thus wrongfully accus'd, deptiy d of all the 
Treaſure of her Love, and thar by the yery Means which he had ta- 
ken to ſecure it, was driven into the moſt ctuel Strait; he found that 
Words avail'd not; and as to Actions, ſhe wou'd not ſuffer him to 

prove them; the more he ſtrove to vindicate himſelf from her hard 
Cenſure, the more ſhe ſeem d confirm d in her Opinion of his Falſhhood : 


This gave his ſtruggling Spirits ſuch a Shock, that, quite o ercome 


with Grief and black Deſpair, he ſunk down by the Bed into a ſenſe- 
leſs Trance, not having Strength but juſt to ſay, O Philoclea, who 
has thy Rigour ſacrific d! Her tender Nature, that did not in the 


leaſt expect ſuch Conſequences from her Reſentment, was agita- 


ted with the moſt violent Emotions ; and ſtarting from het ſcarce 
preſs'd Bed, Aike Venus juſt aſcending from the oozy Deep, ſhe flung 


her ſelf a croſs his ſenſeleſs Body, _— Charms that wou'd have 


animated the molt lifeleſs Clay; and watering his Cheeks with her 
warm Tears, O wretched Maid, cry'd ſhe, what has thy Folly done! 
How haft thou heedleſly thrown away the Jewel of thy Life, and by 
teſenting a ſeeming Injury, heap d upon thy {elf a real Woe ! But hear 
me, Pyrocles, if yet thy Soul has not quite reach d the heavenly Man- 
ſions, I will upon my ſelf revenge the Wrongs I've done thee; and 
O!] forgive the Outrage, ſince it proceeded from the moſt ſincere Af. 
fection that ever any Woman was poſſeſs d of. This cutting Acci- 
dent, added to the Fatigue of Mind ſhe had ſo long endur d, and 
the ill State of Health it had reduc'd her to, made her unable to 
ſupport the complicated Miſeries that oppreſs d her, and ſhe was very 
ncar falling into a worſe Condition than her hapleſs Lover, when he 
revivd enough to ſee and to prevent her Danger ; for catching her in 
his eager Arms, he gently laid her on the Bed, and placing himſelf 
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432 Fr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 


by her, raking her Hand, and infuſing freſh Warmth into it with his 
Kiſſes, he began to tell her his whole Stratagem, omitting not the leaſt 
Particular, and explaining every Motive that induc'd him to put on 


that cold Neglect in his Behaviour towards her, and treat her Rival 
with ſo much ſeeming Tenderneſs ; conjuring her, that ſince his Plot 
had ſo far been ſucceſsful, that nothing but her Reſolution was want- 
ing to compleat the happy Scheme, ſhe wou'd not delay che putting 
it in Execution, or longer ſcriiple to partake his Honours, and mono- 
polize his all of Love, begging her to conſider that he had gone fo far 
in the Affair, that twas impoſſible for him to retreat, without being in- 


volv'd in Ruin and everlaſting Infamy. There needed now but 


very ſlender Arguments to prevail on the relenting Fair to acquieſce 
in every Thing with her Pyrocles' Judgment; and had her Body 


partook with her Mind's Eagerneſs, or coud her Mind have a- 
nimated her Bo ſhe wou'd have given her ſelf entirely up 


ro his Directions; but raiſing her ſelf a lictle from the Bed, and en- 
deavouring to put on ſome of her Cloaths, and finding her ſelf too 


weak to bear the leaſt Fatigue, with Tears of Faintneſs and Regret, 


which plainly ſhow'd that ſhe was far from having the Will to refuſe 


him any Thing ſhe had the Power of granting, My Pyrocles, cry'd ſhe, 


if you can poſſibly convey me hence in the Condition I am in, I am 
molt willing to hazard the extreameſt Danger, to ptove that Health nor 
Life J ſet in Competition with your Satisfaction. Here ſhe fell into 
ſuch ſucceſſive Faintings, that ſhe cou'd not proceed in what ſhe meant 
to ſay, and he was ſo employ'd in his officious Care for her Recovery, 
that he forgot his Errand, and employ'd his every Thought for to 
reſtore her Health and Quiet ; and after he had given her a little Cor- 
dial Water, her Spirirs agitated by the violent Surprize of the Prince's 


unexpected Viſit, and having had no Reſt for ſuch a Length of Time, 
at laſt were quite overcome, and an unbidden Sleep entirely ſeiz d her, | 


Then Pyrocles had Leiſure to examine his own Raſhneſs in puting het 
on ſuch a weighty Undertaking, without the Knowledge of his Friend, 
without either acquainting Philoclea with his Purpoſe, or enquiring 
whether ſhe was in a Condition to ſhare it with him; but recollect- 


ing that when one has been guilty of an imprudent Action, tis per- 
ſiſting in the Weakneſs to vainly ſpend the Time in womaniſh Re- 


pinings, he ſet himſelf to probe the Bottom of this Evil, and find, 
if poſſible, a Way to extricate himſelf, and his much dearer Philoclea 
from the Difficulties that ſurrounded them; but when he had run over 
all his Thoughts, nothing preſented but Deſpair and Horror; till at 
laſt, it came into his Head, that while Cynecia preſerv'd the Secret, 
which ſhe wou d certainly be brib'd to do, not only in Regard to her 
own Fame, but by her future Hopes, which is the very lateſt Paſſion a 
Lover parts with; that he cou d turn the reſt to Joke, and that it only 
wou'd the more enflame Baſilius diſappointed Expectation, and em- 
ploy him in contriving Means to effect what he had then ſo luckily 
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begun, and ſo unfortunately finiſh'd. This Thought for a few Moments 
reliev d the dreadful Apprehenſions he was under; but ſurveying it 
with a nicer Judgment, he found ſo many Doubts and Difficulties 
riſe, and which he was wholly incapable of anſwering, that his di- 
ſtrated Thoughts wander d from one Invention to another; till tir'd 
with the fruitleſs Toil, and the Night being far advanc'd, his Senſes 
lock d up in a Maze of Sorrow, a Sleep ſo deep and ſudden ſeiz'd 
him, that he had not a Power of reſiſting it; nor blame him, O ye 
watchful Lovers, that count the tedious Hours, and whoſe Spirits are 
kept in Action by the continual loud Allarms of Hope and Fear, ſince 
when the Mind is quite depreſs d, and by a wretched Certainty free'd 
from the Flatterings of Suſpence, the Spirits flag, and the Mind grows 
| ſtupified and apt to come under the Dominion of the lulling God. 
Thus this unhappy Pair, who late were labouring under the ſevereſt A- 
gonies of Mind, felt for a Time a little Reſpite, but only ſlept to 
wake to more and greater Tortures, and find themſelves involv'd, if 
poſſible in ſharper Evils, than even their own heated Imaginations cou ud 
have preſented to them. 


The End of the Third Book. 
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H. E Almighty Powers, who till take Pleaſure ih 
fruſttating the narrow Views of prying Mortals, and 
humbling the Pride of humane Reaſon, that ic may 
| know not to depend upon it ſelf, but meekly ac- 
| quieſce in all the Diſpenſations that are dealt out 
from above, often make uſe of the moſt trifling In- 
ſtruments to bring about Events of the extremeſt 
Conſequence ; ſo Providence, having at firſt been pleas'd to introduce 
| Dametas, and make him play ſo great a Part in this Royal Pagent, 
now that the Cataſtrophe approach'd, and Things were grown ripe for 
a Concluſion, employ'd his Folly to reveal what a long Series, not 
only of Cunning, but true Wiſdom, had endeavour d to conceal; for 
having employ'd a whole Day's Labour in breaking up the Ground as 
Dorus had directed him, and finding no Uneaſineſs in all his Toil 
but the Impatience of his Mind, that he cou'd not ſooner reach the 
deſir d Treaſure, with the Expence of much Sweat and Wearineſs, he 
ar laſt remov'd the Stone; but O! how cruel was the Diſappointment, 

when inſtead of all that Maſs of Treaſure which he expected, he found 


nothing but che following Coupler writ upon a Piece of Vellum. 
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Earth was th y Hire, and Earth thou baſ good Sire 5- 
Haſte hence with that, nor vainly ſeek for more. 


What a Surprize this was to the greedy Expectations of Dametat, 
III leave the Reader to imagine, who muſt by this Time be equally 
well acquainted with his Temper as my ſelf: But notwithſtanding this 
fatal Proof, that there was nothing farther to be expected, yet he 
cou'd not for the Soul of him at once entirely give up his Hopes; but 
turning and toſſing the wounded Bowels of the harmleſs Earth, 


re continu'd his fruitleſs Labour, till the approaching Night in- 


mid him that it was time to make his Way towards homez where 
9 01 come, and entring into his deſerted Lodge he found himſelf fallen 
from a fancy'd Grief into an eſſential Miſery ; for inſtead of the fair 
Pamela, whoſe Beauties had Power to make that lowly Cottage the 
Envy of the.greateſt Palace, the ſprightly Converſation of the Shep- 
herd Dorus, Miſo's continual Clack, and Mopſa's grumbling Noiſe, 
nothing now reign'd but a continual Silence, attended with a ſolicary 
Darkneſs ; which as it naturally breeds a kind of Terror in the ſtouteſt 


Mind, fo it filfd his puny Heart with Terror and black Deſpair, and 


more eſpecially when he remember'd the Charge that he had left be- 
hind him, and the Negle& of which he roo well knew wou'd not be 
anſwer d with leſs than Life; therefore, with beating Heart and trem- 
bling Limbs, lighting a Candle, he ſearch'd each Cranny where it 
was but poſſible for a Mouſe to hide itſelf; but when, with all his 


Care, he cou'd hear no Tidings of them he wanted, like the very Pat- 


tern of dejected Cowardice, he began to beat his Breaſt and wring 
his Hands, ſpending that Time which ought. to have been employ d 
in endeavouring to recover her, in unavailing Sorrow and fruitleſs 
Lamentations: At length, tir'd of that dreadful Place, which had pre- 


ſented him with ſuch direful Ideas, he ran as faſt as ke was able out 


of the Lodge, not minding which Way he took, but as if he meant, 


if poſſible, to fly himſelf; and caſting up his Eyes te Heaven in fer- 


4; 


vent Prayers, that he might ſcape ſo mean a Deatli 4 Hanging, he 
ſpy'd by the bright ſhining of the Moon, ſome Body ſtanding in the 
Middle of a large over-grown Aſh-Tree: At that ſad Juncture he 
wou d have made Enquiries of a Dog after his ſtraying Charge; but 


again caſting up his Eyes, he plainly ſaw ic was his Daughter Mapſa, 
and that Knowledge a little reviv d his drooping Spirits, hoping that 


ſhe wou d probably give him ſome Intelligence; and, without ſtay- 
ing to enquire how ſhe came in that ſtrange Poſture, Mopfa, cry d he, 
in a hollow Tone of Voice, I charge thee tell me what is become of 


Pamela, and thy Love Dorus; for if thou can'it not give me ſome 


Tidings of them, my Neck muſt ſurely pay the Satisfaction; but not 
a Word cou'd his moſt feryent Conjurations procure of Mapſa, who 
was attending for higher Matters, and had Apoll s ſelf indeed come 

down 
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down to ſpeak to het, he wou'd in vain have urg'd an Anſwer, till 
he had three Times diſtinctly pronounc'd her Name: Her Silence 
was a new Addition to Dametas Perplexity, who thought that the 
whole World was in a Conſpiracy againſt him; and therefore, in an 
inconſiderate Rage, Audacious Wretch, cry'd he, may all the Venge- 
ance- of an injur d Parent overtake thee: if thou doſt nor anſwer me 
directly what is become of Dorus and Pamela: But Bleſſings and Cur- 


ſes were of equal Signification, for neither of them cou d prevail on 


Mopſa to give him the leaſt Anſwer; who, thinking that her Fate was 
now come to a Criſis, wou'd not for the Refuſal of a Kingdom have 
utter d one Word till her Name was the third Time pronounc d, which 
very ſoon, to her great Joy, ſhe heard; for Dameras, being by this 
Time worked up into a molt egregious Paſſion, began to throw Stones 
at her, and conjure her by the Name of helliſh Mopſa; bur when he 
had call'd her the third Time, no Chime ever more ſuddenly follow'd a 
Church Clock, than her Tongue did his; for verily believing that it was 
the God who had taken upon him her F aher s Voice, in order to make 
it more familiar to her, ſhe flung her Arms eagerly abroad, and not 
conſidering that ſhe was blindfold, and upon fo high a Tree, ſhe came 
fluttering down like a hooded Hawk, and wou'd certainly have un- 
jointed her Neck, but that the Tree being full of Boughs, toſs'd her 
from one to tother, till at laſt, well bruis'd in every Part, ſhe came 
bounce upon the Ground, to receive a rougher Salutation from tho 


tuder Earth. Dametas, as ſoon as he ſaw her fall, came running to 


her, and finding her ſo cloſely muffled up, pull'd off the Scarlet Cloak; 
and well was it for her he did, for what with with her Bruiſes, and 
the Height from which ſhe fell, had he not given her immediate Air, 
ſhe wou d undoubtedly have been ſtifled. The Moment that he found 
her a little come to her ſelf, he began again to renew his Entreaties to 
her, that ſhe' wou d tell him where the Princeſs was. O good Apollo, 
anſwer'd ſhe, if ever thou didſt bear good Will to the Mother of the 
God Phaeton, grant me a King to be my Husband. Alas, reply'd Da- 
metas, ready to cry betwixt Deſpight and Grief, what telleſt thou me 
of Phaeton? If by thy Help I find not out Pamela, thy Father will 
To-morrow ſwing on a Gallows, high as that Tree = juſt cameſt 
down from. No matter for that, anſwer'd Mop/a, fo thou wilt bur 
make Dorus a King, and give lim me for a Husband. Why Mop/z, 
thou fooliſh Girl, cry'd our Dametas, haſt thou loſt thy Wirs! Doſt 
thou nor know thy own natural Father 2 Father me no Fathers, reply'd 
Mopſa, half in a Rage, I ſhan't remember him, and forget my ſelf; give 
me a good Husband, I ſay. I tell thee, reply'd Dametas, chou ſha't 
have thy Belly-full of Husbands, fo thou wilt but anſwer ro my Que- 
ſtion. Thank you heartily, reply'd Mop/a, but be ſure let em be all 
Kings. Dametas being by this Time almoſt as much our of his own 
Senſes as he imagin'd his Daughter was beyond hers, he fell down upon 
* Knees ; O HMopſa, Mopſa, cry'd he, in a diſmal Tone, mine own 
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good Girl, do not thus cruelly torment thy loving Father, but either 


give me ſome Comfort, or ſay that thou haſt not the Power. Mopſa, 


who refolyd not to be behind-hand with Apollo in good Manners, 


kneel'd down on the other Side; I will never leave intreating thee, cry d 
ſhe, until thou haſt ſatisfied my Longing, which if thou delayeſt, I 
will declare thee a Promiſs - breaker, even to Jupiler himſelf. 
Dametas, who now began to think the Girl was indeed ſtark 
Mad, gave himſelf over for a gone Man; and catching her ha- 
ſtily in his Arms, to ſee whether by any Means he cou'd bring 
her a little to her ſelf, he was ſalured over the Back and Shoulders 


with a good Crabtree Cudgel, and ſoon found that this harſh 


Greeting came from his Wife, who exalted her ſhrill Voice e- 
nough to have ſtunn'd even a God himſelf, calling him a Thouſand 
Rogues, asking him if ſhe was not ſufficient for him, and cou'd not 
have ſerv'd his Liquoriſh Chops as well as Charita ; for ſhe having 
taken Dorus s Advice, had been for ſeveral Hours cloſely waiting at 
Mantina, in a Friend's Houſe of hers, and when the Clock ſtruck 
Ten, her Patience not holding a Moment beyond that Time, ſhe went 
ro enquire for the Oudemian- Street; but not hearing of any ſuch 


Place, ſhe haſted to one of the Civil Magiſtrates appointed to inſpect 


into ſuch Affairs, and with the bittereſt Invectives told him, that Da- 
metas, forgetting his Allegiance to her and to his Maſter, was now 
openly committing Adultery in the Houſe of Charzta's Uncle in the Ou. 
demian-Street ; but tho' there had neither ever ſuch a Street been 
heard of, nor the Name of Charita known by any of the Inhabitants, 
yet ſuch a general Tll-will was held againſt Dametas for his unmerit- 
ted Advancement, that every Body was willing to be the Inſtrumenr 
of his Shame, and therefore with Shouts and Laughter they ſearch'd 
every ſuſpected Place, Miſo ſtill leading up the Rear, encouraging 
them to be diligent in their Search, by aſſuring them that ſhe knew too 
well the Truth of what ſhe had aſſerted, increaſing the Sport they took 
in hunting of her Husband with her eager barking ; till having given 
them as much Diverſion, and made her ſelf and Husband as ridiculous 
as ſhe was able, ſhe was oblig'd to give over ſeeking for whar indeed 
was no where to be found, and again betake her ſelf to her ruſty 
Mare, not one Bit better ſatisfy d about her Husband, but firmly think- 
ing that they had alter d their Place of Meeting; and as the was com- 
ing under the Aſh-tree, hearing her Husband's Voice, and ſeeing a Fe- 


male in his Arms, ſhe verily thought her ſelf now ſecure of her 


Prey, and ſoftly ſtealing from her Horſe, came behind him, and ſaluted 
him with a good round Blow of her Cudgel. Dametas, who was 
not half ſo ſenſible in any thing as Feeling, turn'd up his blubber'd Face 
like a great School Boy newly whipt for playing Truant, and full as 
humble; Alaſs, Woman, ſaid he, how has thy wretched Husband do- 
ſery'd to have his own ill Fortune back d with thy Diſpleaſure; knoweſt 
thou not that Pamela, my Charge Pamela, is run away > Miso, ſtill 
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eager in her Jealouſy, What tell'ſt thou me, cry'd ſhe, thou libidinous 
Villain, of Pamela, doſt thou think that wandring Anſwer can excuſe 
thy breaking the Laws of Holy Marriage? Have I made thee a Father, 
brought thee Children, been a true and faithful Wife to thee for ſuch 
a Length of Years, thus to be defpis'd, abus'd, and injur'd in my 
Age? Theſe Words were every other Minute intermixt with Blows ; 
inſomuch, that poor Dametas began to think that either a general 
Phrenſy had ſeiz d the World, or elſe that this was all a Viſion ; but 
as to the latter, he was ſoon beat out of that Fancy; and therefore, 
again turning to his Wife, Mzſo, ſaid he, hereafter you ſhall examine 
me as much as ever you have a Mind to, but for the preſent tell me what 
is become of Pamela. Examine ! cry d ſhe ; yes I will examine, bur it 
ſhall be this Drab firſt, and with that ſhe let fall the Cudgel with all its 


Weight upon Mopſa, ſtill miſtaken her for Charita; bur Mapſa, who 


was alrcady in a great Chafe, thinking that ſhe had hinder'd her from 
further Converſation with Apollo, did not take this Complement half 
ſo patiently as her Father, but flying at her Throat, ſhe had well nigh 


ſtrangled her, but that he like a peaceable Man interpos d and parted 


them, and taking Advantage of their Quarrel, he again fell to intreating 
both of them to give him ſome Information concerning the Princeſs ; 
bur the Chimeras that Doras had with ſo much Induſtry pur into their 
Heads, was not ſo ſoon. to be remov'd; for tho Mzi/o now both felt 


and ſaw that it was indeed her Daughter Mopſa, yet cou'd not ſhe for 
the Soul of her get Charita out of her Imagination, ſtill putting ſuch 


crabbed Queſtions to Dametas about her, that not being able to gueſs 
at one Tittle of her Meaning, it flung him into a profound Maze, and 
that Aſtoniſhment {till ſervd to encreaſe her Doubts; and as for Mopſa, 
as ſhe did at firſt firmly believe him to be Apollo, and thought her 


Mother's coming had ſpoil'd her Purchaſe ; ſo ſtill, tho' ſhe found he 
really was her Father, ſhe perſwaded her ſelf that they were both come 


only to have the firſt Wiſh; and therefore wou'd not anſwer one Word 
to whatever they cou'd ſay to her, but hugging the Tree as if ſhe 


thought it wou'd run away from her: Nay, ſays ſhe, you may do as 


you will, but I was here firſt, and I am reſoly'd Iwill have the firſt Wiſh, 
Which Gibberiſh they underſtood no more than Dametas did what 
Miſo meant by Charita ; but at laſt with much ado, he perſwaded 
them to go into the Lodge and make their Eyes a Witneſs how dear 
their Negligence had coſt them : Bur there indeed the Danger which 
they knew they muſt inevitably be expos ro, when the King ſhou'd 
hear. his Daughter had eſcap'd, brought them a little to themſelves, 
and they began to change their Note, and fall into a brawling Diſpute, 
which of them was in Fault; while Dametas, tearing the Thunderbolt 
of that Storm wou'd fall upon his Shoulders, ſlipt away from them, and 
inſpir d by ſome Genius ſuperiour to his own, he haſted to ſearch 
the other Lodge, hoping that Pamela, being left alone, might for that 


Night have taken up her Lodging there; but when he had reach d it, 
and 
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and employ'd his Maſter-Key, which the King out of his ſpecial ba: 
vour, tho' ſo unmeritted on his Part, had beſtow' d on him, he found 
the Doors were all ſo ſtrongly fortified, that it cou'd not at all pre- 
vail in any of them, till ar laſt he try d one little Trap: Door whicli 
went down by a Vault into the Cellar, which as Pyrocles was wholly 
unacquainred with, he had left entirely ungafded ; that Way with 
wary Steps Danietas paſsd, and went ſoftly up to Phzloclea's Cham- 
ber, where he thought ir moſt probable for him to find Pamela: The 
Door being left open, he went directly in, and by the Light of the 
diſtant Lamp perceiv'd ſome Body lying upon the Bed by her; and 
tho he was fully perſwaded it cou'd be no other than the Priniceſs 
Pamela, yet thinking he cou'd never be too ſure in a Matter of ſo great 
Conſequence, he took the Lamp down and went ſoftly to the Bed 
where our two unhappy Lovers lay, ſtill lock d in peaceful Slumbers; 

whether enfluenc'd by the divine Powers who took this Method of 
bringing their Fate now near its Criſes to a Concluſion, or that their 
| Sorrows had quite ſuppreſs d their Spirits, and lock d their Senſes up 


from performing their waking Office, I wont pretend to ſay, but 


Dametas to his Grief ſoon found it was Zelmane, not her he look'd 


for; and what ſtill more ſurpriz'd him, Zelmanè was not more different 


from the Princeſs than from herſelf, in which Opinion her Change of 
Dreſs chiefly confirm'd him. Satisfied with this Diſcovery, and thinking 


it not good to rouze the ſleeping Lyon, he took Pyrecles' Sword which 
he had brought with him for fear of being ſurpriz d, and made all 
the Haſte he con'd out of the Room, faſt'ning the Door after him on the 


Outſide as well as he was able; hoping that by revealing this Secret 
ro the King, which he thought far exceeded his Crime, his own 
Fault wou'd be eſteem d the leſs ; or at leaſt he wou d be ſo taken up witli 
this Injury, that he wou'd not have Leiſure to chaſtiſe his Negligence ; 
like an unthinking Fool never conſidering, that the more his Rage and 
Paſſion was excited, the heavier in all Probability it wou'd fall on 
every Offender ; but however, ſupported by that Hope, he haſted to 


the King's Chamber, but not finding him there, he ran down Stairs 


like a Man bereft of Reaſon, and with open Mouth bawl'd out all the 
Way he went, that his Maſter was betray'd, and that Ze/mane had 
abus d him and defi'd his Daughter. The Noiſe he made, and in ſo 
ſtill a Time, for twas but juſt after Break of Day, was by the bab- 
ling Eccho carty'd a conſiderable Diſtance, and ſoon brought ſeveral of 
the Shepherds to the Lodge Door, to inquire the Meaning of that 
Uproar ; which Dametas did not a-tall ſcruple telling them, informing 
them of all that he knew; which was, that Zelmane had prov'd a Man, 
and was at that Moment a-Bed with the Princefs Philoclea. The poor 
Men, jealous of their Prince's Honour, were almoſt ready with Weapons 
to have enter d the Lodge, and have themſelves reveng'd the Inſult; 

but as they were debating wherher it was not belt firſt to inform the 
King and take his Orders, their Ears were wounded with a freſh 
| Cry 
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Cry, that the King was dead, the King was dead. This dreadful 
Sound ſummon'd their whole Attention, and in Confuſion rhey all 
ruſh'd onward to the Cave, where the Report was that his Body 
ay. The Grounds of this Allarm was as follows : 


Baſilius having paſs'd the Ni ght far happier in Imagination than 
Reality, and having his ſuppos'd Zelmane's Honour ſtill at Heart, he 
thought it proper juſt at the Break of Day to quit the Rapture of her 
Arms, and prudently retire to his Wife's forſaken Bed; and after he 
had given his fancy d Love ten thouſand Promiſes of his Fidelity and 
everlaſting Paſſion, ſeal d with as many Kiſſes, he left the Bed, and 
upon Account of the Cave's Darkneſs, went to the Mouth of it to ad- 
juſt his Cloaths; while he was dreſſing, his Joy, too great to be 
confin'd within his Boſom, burſt into Words, O happy Night, cry d 
he, who with thy ſable Wings haſt ſhrouded me within the Vale of 
Bliſs from the Eyes of envious Gazers, how do I revere thy awful 
Shade ! Thou art the eldeſt Child of Time ! The babbling Day is bur 
an Uſurper over thy more valuable Right, and now, like a true Ty- 
rant, attempts to lord it over thee, and diſpenſe thoſe Joys to Mortals, 
which thou alone art capable of truly giving! Thou art the Lover's 
Harveſt, the Wretch's Reſpir from his Cares! Repoſing Sleep, like 
Death, ſets all upon a Level in thy peaceful Reign! The Beggar, in- 
fluenc'd by thy lulling Care, forgets his Poverty, and ſers both Cold 
and Hunger at Defiance; the buſy Monarch, overcharg'd with the 
Fatigues of State, flies to thy Shade for Refuge, and at thy Feer lays 
all his Burthens down ; even brawling Strife ſubmits to be appeas'd 

at thy Approach; and Envy's keeneſt Snakes forget their Hiſſing! 
O Baſilius, how has thy Life been hitherto ſpent in Illuſion! Thy 
rowling Years have never till this happy Night expericnc'd one ſo- 
lid Joy! But let the babbling Prieſts rail on, ſpight of their Jargon, 
IN purſue my Pleaſures, nor be depriv'd of ſuch a Paradife by any 
Ties that Marriage can impoſe, or fancy'd Rules enjoin: Ye Natu- 
raliſts, ye talking Stoicks, how juſtly can I contradict your dull Mo- 
rality, which aſſerts, that Pleaſure is a fancy'd Thing, and no eſſen- 
tial Good 2 Why was that wondrous Difference made in Women, if 
not that ſome deſerving Men might be more exquiſitely bleſs'd chan 
are the common Herd of Humankind 2 O Gynecia ! no more pretend 
with jealous Aſſiduity to regain that Heart which by ſuperior Charms 
is forcibly eſtrang d from thee, and fix d on perfect Merit; when thou 
can'{t prove a Power of diſpenſing ſuch Raptures as Zelmane beſtows, 
then may'{t thou think of recovering my alienated Love; but till 
thou can ſt bring Evidence of that, withdraw thy Suit, and reſt af. 
ſur'd thy Plea is vain. Gynecia overheard every Syllable of this long 
Soliloquy, for caſting Zelmane's Garment about her Shoulders, ſhe 
had follow'd Baſilius to the Cave's Entry, full of inward Torment, 
rack'd between the Senſe of her intended Guilt, and the heart rending 
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An chat ſhe had been betray'd; anch by Zi/mare ; but cod: 
ſidering on the other Side, that the King ſtill treated her as Helinane, 


and therefore it was poſlible it might be ſome unbridled Enterprize 
of his own, and not any Abuſe deſign'd her by Zelmane ; and that if 
hurry'd on by Rage, ſhe ſhou'd purſue a raſh Revenge, her own Ho- 
nour muſt unavoidably be blaſted, and Zelmane's Life endanger'd ; 

which, as yet, her tenderneſs wou d nor ſuffer het to think of hazard- 


ing: She at laſt fix d upon this Reſolve, That ſhe wou'd diſcover her 


ſelf to him, and artfully turn this Accident to her own Advantage, by 
confirming his Opinion of her, and ſo find out the Bottom of this Matter, 
and then determine accordingly. This J fay, was her firſt Intention 
when ſhe follow'd Baſilius from the Bed; but approaching near enough 
to hear him with all that eager Partiality prefer her to her ſelf, it ſtopt 


her Haſt, and pur her on reflecting how vaſtly Fancy has a Power of not 


only impoſing: upon Reaſon, but even beguiling Senſe ; ſhe ſaw in 
him how much Opinion governs Love, and that the Lover's Happineſs 
is plac'd entirely in Conceit. Thoſe Thoughts took her up ſome Mo- 
ments, but when Bafilius was almoſt ready to leave the Cave, ſhe ad- 
vanc d with a ſtately Gravity, and ſtood before him, who ſtill taking 
her for Zelmane, began to renew his amorous Dall iances, till by the 
Light, the glimering Morn, juſt then uſurping the Night's Prerogative, 


_ allow'd' him, he knew her for Eynecia, and teſtified his Diſappoinment 


and Surprize, by ſtarting ſome Paces from her: She took the Advan- 
tage of his Aſtoniſhment, and wich a modeſt Bitterneſs, perfectly be- 
coming this Occaſion, ſhe thus reproach'd him; Alafs, my Lord, 
well does your Words: betray the Falſhood of you Mind; and this 
Night's Actions convinc'd me how much I ſtand a ſad Example of a 
deſerted Wife; but what one Part of my Behaviour it is that has occa+ 


fion'd this Uſage ; I own I'm wholly at a Lofs to gueſs; if the ſcru- 


pulouſly obſerving each minute Particular of my Duty, is a juſt Plea 
for the Breach of yours, you go indeed on 4 Foundation of the 
ſtricteſt Reaſon; if yet my Life has not been ſpent in the ſevereſt Vir- 
tue, the Care and Pains I have been at to educate» aur common Chil- 
dren, has not been more than Mothers generally take, then throw me 
off, abandon me entirely to that Contempt with which you juſt now 
treated my Name ? But if in all the Series of my paſt Life J have be- 
hay'd in ſuch a Manner, that even you muſt own ] have deſerv'd at 


| laſt a better Treatment, then call your wandring Judgment home, 


reflect what a Precipice you have eſcap'd, and for the Future with 
Care avoid thoſe Paths of Ruin. Had not Zelmane, with prudent 


Caution beyond her unexperienc'd Years, behav'd in this Conjuncture, 


your Vicious Inclinations had been gratify'd, and by this time you 
had purchas d a tranſitory Pleaſure at the Expence of all your future 
Peace, and well aſſure your ſelf, my Lord, that a dear Repentance wou d 


have ſucceeded the ſhort liy'd Pleaſure, 


Baſilius, 
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Bails, more heartily aſhamed bf this Diſcovery, than Vulcan, 
when with much Labour he had proved himſelf a Cuckold, began to 
make a thouſand vain and exrravagant Excuſes ; but the Proofs being 
ſo ſtrong againſt him, ir was impoſſible for him, with all his Rhetorick, 
to extenuate his Crime; and Gynecza, whoſe Griefs were far from 
running in that Channel, when ſhe found that he only made rambling 
Excuſes, and that ſhe could uor get the entire Truth out of him, was 
very glad to put an End to the Diſcourſe ; and therefore, interrupting 
him, Well, my Lord, faid ſhe, for this Time let this Matter end, 
which Repetition only can enhance; but for the future, for your own 
Sake as well as mine, I would adviſe you to behave in ſuch a Manner, 
that I may have no Reaſon to reproach your Actions, or defpiſe your 
judgment; remember that the Injury you have been guilry of, centers 
not in me, your Children ſhare the Wrong, nor has your People leſs 
Cauſe to grieve, who muſt be governed by a Man who has not Power 
to manage his own unruly Paſſions: If Time, and the Fatigues of 
bearing Children, have in ſome Degree leflened that little Beauty J 
could once have boaſted, reflect, my Lord, that rolling Time has alſo 
added an Encreaſe of Years to you; and believe me, Sir, your Age 
can ill excuſe thoſe Sallies of ungovernable Paſſion, which nothing bur 
the Fire of Youth can give Allowance to; tis time for both of us to 
give the Reins to Reaſon, and uncontrouled let it enjoy the juſt Do- 
minion it claims over us. 


Baſilius, who would have given his Life to have had the Breach 
made up, no more attempted to excuſe himſelf, bur fairly owned his 
Fault, begging her to forgive the Folly of a Paſſion, which he proteſt- 
ed nothing but the Force of itreſiſtleſs Deſtiny could have worked 
him up to, aſſuring her withal, that her prudent Management had 
wrought ſo far upon him, that for the future, like a wandering Tra- 
veller, whoſe roving Inclinations having carried him to diſtant Climes, 
is by them taught to ſet a greater Value on his native Home, he would 
ſoon pay back, with Intereſt, the Debt of Loye which he had fo im- 
prudently ſquander d away, and ſhow her greater Honour than yet he 
had ever done. No more, my Lord, cry'd ſhe, theſe mean Submiſ- 
fions are almoſt as unbecoming as your Fault; tis not for me to take 
upon me the chaſtiſing my Lord and Husband ; the Liberty I have ta- 
ken, proceeded purely from that Regard I owe to you, and not from 
any peeviſh Jealouſy or ſhrewiſh Honour. Baſilius, who knew himſelf 
ſo culpable, and expected Gynecia to behayve with that Violence which 
is common to all Wives upon the like Occaſion, was perfectly charm'd 
with her condeſcending Goodneſs and mild Behaviour, which poſſibly 
otherwiſe managed, would have work'd him up to an avow'd Care. 
leſneſs of her Perſon, and a raſh Publication of his own Follies ; bur 
now his alicnated Heart began to turn; and taking her in his Arms, 

with 
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444 Sr Philip Sidney's ARCAPDIA3 
with a fond Embrace he told her, that her Virtues had at laſt convined 
him, that 'twas not in the Power of any other Woman to give thoſe 
ſolid Joys ſhe cou'd diſpenſe ; that for the Future ſhe might depend 
on his Affections and Eſteem, and be ſatisfy d that her Arms ſhou'd be the 
utmoſt Limits of his Pleaſures, and her Wiſdom the Guide of all his 
Actions. Thus reconcil'd, as he imagin'd, who was ſincere in his Pro- 


feſſions, to both their Satisfactions, he unluckily caſt his Eye upon 
the Cup that Cynecia had pre par'd for a more welcome Gueſt, and be- 


ing very thirſty, he wou d needs drink of it, tho' ſhe told bim how ſhe 


came by the Draught, and what were by Tradition ſaid to be the Ef. 


fects of it; the King ſmiling, took it up, and with an Air of Gallantry, told 


her, he ſhou'd be glad to prove whether it was in Art to heighten his 
returning Love; and without ſaying more, he drank it almoſt off; but 
ſoon as it had reach 'd his Stomach, the noiſome Vapours of the deadly 
Draught diffus'd it ſelf thro' every Vein; his Eye-balls roul'd as they 
wou d burſt their Sockets; his Limbs grew ſtiff, and a cold Dew hung 
on his livid Face, he ſunk at once upon the Ground, and in a faint 


and trembling Accent, cry'd, O Gynec/a! full well art thou reveng'd; 


but have a Care. He had not Strength to ſay of whom or what; 
but with a Groan expir'd. Gynecia, from the firſt, obſerv'd his AY 
lour change, and ſaw that ſomething was the Matter, tho' ſhe was 


far from thinking of ſo cutting an Accident; but when ſhe ſaw him 


fall and heard his dying Words, ſhe flung her ſelf down by him, and 
with Cries and Shrieks wou'd have recall d that Life which her ip. 

dence had deſtroy d: But when ſhe found that he was paſt Relief, 
the Grief, Deſpait and Horror that ſeiz d her guilty Mind, is not to 


be conceiv d; when her Aſtoniſhment found the Vent of Words, O 


Wretch cry d ſhe, into what an Abyſs of Miſery art thou fallen! To 
whom ſhall T complain, or where apply my ſelf for Mercy! If to the 
ſenſleſs Earth, That gapes to be encreas'd and fatten'd with my ſhameful 
Body ! Shou'd T commit my Cauſe to envious Men, they wou'd rejoice 
in my Misfortunes, ſince they are ever ready to publiſh their Neigh- 
bours Shame, and make anothers Overthrow the Proof of their well 
diſſembled Virtues! Shou'd J appeal to Heaven, O tortuting Thought, 
my Suit won'd there be vain, Sin has no Portion there, nor can pol- 


luted Minds find a Reception in thoſe happy Manſions! Whither, O 


whither then, thou ugly Fiend, Deſpair, can'ſt thou intend to lead 
thy miſerable Caprive ! Not Hell has Tortures equal to my Crimes! O 
Philoclea! well art thou reveng'd for all thoſe Agonics which I unnaru- 
rally occafion'd in thy tender Boſom! Thou and thy Lover both will 
fully be reveng'd, and find the every Pang I have occaſion d you, re- 
doubled on my Head; yet, why Zelmane, why was I thus inhumanly 
deceiv'd! For well I know, to add to all my complicated Ills, thou haſt 
betray'd me. Ar the Mention of that Name a Shower of Tears fell 
down her beauteous Cheeks, and ſhe diſſolv'd in Tenderneſs in ſpight of 


the Reſolution ſhe had form' d, and the Extremity ſhe was in; but again, 
turning 


turning 1 Ex 
yes upon the Bod 
and joſtled ody of her H 
a oaks Treats Gueſt ; and rpg era Fa ronew'd 
calld by Zelmane, ſh ad ſome Nights before wh e recollecte 
; ſhe paſs'd a,dirty Way tha erein fancying her ſelf 
coming up to her, ſhe found y Way that was b 
3 etween them, and 
room, which bid To gp gone, and a dead Body | 
ſne hope for Reſt. eck no farther, for the nn er 
This Dre re, and there onl ſt 
took it for an inſpir'd am returning to her frighted y, mu 
End, and therefot pir'd Viſion ſent to warn h ghted Fancy, ſhe 
detetmin'd er of her a 
deavour to \ , ind to meet Death reſi pproaching 
and laying Wake coming Blow, or to 3 5 — ns 1-0 van 
own by the ſenſeleſs Body, big il 91575 Life , 


Lips: Yes, cry'd fh 
yd ſhe, here ſhall be my only Reſt, ſince ſo the Fates 


ordain it; nor, whil 
7 I hold 
injur'd : i 
) Husband ; and if the offended 86 bs Oe 75 my 
* rayers, 
1 


this faulty this 
, polluted Soul, waſh'd w 
ith my Blood, ſhall | 
very ſoon: 


be join'd to his, 
, where Frailty has n 
nor Death itſelf have Force to 3 14 9 che A Mind, 
re. 


As ſhe was as [ 
pat amenting « over the Ki 
ppen'd to come by the Entrance of * Es Body, chef 0 2 78 
ing him lie in 


that Conditi 
ion, and hearing Dametas Cries about the P 
rinceſs Phi- 


loclea, the 
, they haſted to inf, 
Jiacely; with nform him of the Kin 
Ti likes; BOP ny Company tan tO prove N who imme- 
glad in his Coward-Heart, upon his o a "a heavy 
n Account, of 


the King's Death 
„than he was ſorr 
y for the Publick L 
oſs: But tho 


Gynecia had 

thought chat ng < 90575 Zeal reſolvd on Death 

Sb, the Shams Fay kgs Nature prevail'd 3 — Bs. when ſhe 

e FORGET. d a being taken in ca . 958 
* picious 


as ever ſhe eſpy'd 8 F 
One oremoſt of the p 
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wou'd upon any Ter not wiſh for. Safety, nor in h e 
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ne's Garment, rook it indeed or lu, 20e who ſaw 
„ an thou ghit 


that al 
all the infernal Spirits had made a League to come and 
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nies whi ich Circles, and all cequir d. he 
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er Shepherds, who had more ce Wise 3 the De- 
its about them, 


im 
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446 St Philip Sitlriey's ARoADIA, 


had always 48 much lov'd' and regarded, as tliey revered her bigh Ay: 
thority and the' State ſhe bore; chey all, with beaded We began 
to implore her Pardon, for following her in chat diſreſpectful Man- 
ner; aſſuring her, that they miſtook her for che King's Murderer; 
and as ſuch purſu d her; begging her to forgive their mad tho zea- 
Jous Paſſion to revenge chit Mater, aud co coat 11 wonred Good- 


facts ro them, 


The deſperate F air, in taſte to be deliver d bm her ſelf, whom ſhe 
eſteem'd lick greareſt Foe, turn d to the harmleſs Troop; and with 4 
Countenance confirm'd as they who have diſpetts'd wich Shame, and 
well digeſted che ſeyereſt Pangs of Death, the thus addreſs'd them: 
Go on, my Friends, purſue your glorious Purpoſe of Revenge; be- 
hold the Object of it is before you; T am tlie Cauſe of all your 
Woe; in me you do indeed behold the Murdeter of your King, and 


conſequently the Deſtroyer of the Nation's Peace; I was the only 


Inſtrument of his unnatural and barbarous E ac If then his Me- 


mory is dear to you, as ſure it ought, defer not to revenge his Death; 


nor ſpare me for my Title's ſake; but remember that 'twas from Lin | 
I have deſtroy'd, that 1 deriv'd them. Why, ye Artadians, do ye 
pauſe ? Ts Juſtice at a Loſs to act in an Arcadian Breaſt > You can- 
riot be ſo weak, to fear Reſiſtance from a Woman; hot can your 
Hands want Strength to ſacrifice the Murtherer of your King. The 
poor Men, aſtoniſh'd at her Words look d pitifully at one another, 
unknowing how to determine in an Affair of ſo much Conſequence; 
and tho' ſhe had own d herſelf the Murtherer of the King, yet, not- 
withſtanding that, the Awe they bore her was ſo great, that they 
eſteem'd it worſe than Sactilege to touch her Royal Perſon, and, had 
ſhe pleas d, ſhe might for them have unprevented made lier Eſcape: 
Which when the ſaw, and found that all her Oratory was not ſuffi- 
cient to work them up to Rage againſt her, Well, ſaid the, my Friends, 
T find the Zeal you bear for your dead Maſter s Memory, is not fo 
great as I imagin'd ; but tho you have refas'd with your own Hands 
to avenge his cruel Death, take me and lead me to publick Juſtice, 
and be aſſur'd you never ſeizd a greater Criminal. But neither wou'd 
the honeſt Shepherds comply with this Requeſt, bur ſtood like Mures, 
with Tears bewailing this Addition to their Loſs ; till ar laſt ſhe was 
neceſſitated to command them tg return with her to the Cave, which 


they comply d with, following at an humble Diſtance, where ſhe found 


the Remainder of the Shepherds lamenting over tlie King's Body; 

for after they had in vain try d every Remedy to reſtore him back to 
Life, at laſt they 9 655 the fatal Cup, and gave the Remainder of the 
Draught co a Dog; and finding it have the ſame Eſſect, they gave. 
over their uſeleſs are, And being now all gatherd round the Corps, 
"Gynetia, before them all, again 'confels'd her ſelf the Inſtrument of 


ihe fatal Atcidenr, etideavbbritig to 2 her ow Crime, and 
make, 
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make her ſelf more odious to the People, by reminding them of the 
King's peculiar Merits, and the irreparable Loſs they bad ſuſtain d. 
So long ſhe talk d upon the diſmal Subject, chat not an Eye among 
the Multitude, but did with Tears bear Witneſs how ſenſible it's Ma- 
ſter was of his Loſs; ſome were for dying with him, others for living 
purely to lament ; in ſhort, the neighbouring Woods rang with the 
dolefull Eccho of "their Shricks and Cries, and at laſt conyey'd them 
to the Ears of the ever faithful Philanax, who accidentally that fa- 
tal Morning was coming to pay his Duty to the King, attended by 
ſeveral of the Nobility belonging to the State; the Noiſe prodi- 
giouſly ſurpriz'd him, but when he came within ſight of the 2 
and found his Maſters Body lying in that Poſture, and Gynecia la- 
menting over him, bewailing her own Guilt more than his Loſs, no 


Language can be ſtrong enough to ſpeak the Shock it gave him; the | 


Shepherds, and. in particular Dametas, knowing him now to be the 


firſt in Power, briefly related ro him all that had paſt ; 'twas with 


great Difficulty he fat his Horſe 'till he had heard them our. and then 
alighting from it, he flung himſelf by | his lov'd Maſter's Side, and per- 
form'd his Obſequies with a Souldier's Tear; then turning t to Gynecia, 
who had all rhis time been agrayating to him her Guilt, in the ſame 
Manner as ſhe before endeavour to the Shepherds: Ves, faid he, 
Madam, in an exaſperated Tone, you ſhall have Juſtice done you; 
this honeſt Heart, that while my Royal Maſter livd ne er beat bor 
or his Service, ſhall never reſt till I have taken ample Vengence on 
is Murtlierers; thetefore, be well aſſur'd, you ſhall not Teape, With 
that, he calld a Gentleman whom the late King had confided in, 
and gave her to his Care, charging him to keep her (who, Heaven 


knows, gave her ſelf up a willing Priſoner) in cloſe Confinement, till 


he ſhou d receive his further Orders. In the next Place, he depriv'd 
Dametas of his ill-acquitted Truſt, taking from him the Keys of both 
rhe Lodges, and ordering him, his Wife and Daughter, to be con- 
vey d to Priſon, till he cou'd determine how further to diſpoſe of 
them. This diſpatch'd, and having ſent feveral Horſemen in purſuit 
of the ſlraying Princeſs, he and the remaining Noblemen went to the 
Lodge, where Philaclea and her dear Pyrocles were anxiouſly attending 
the Event of their ill-fated Loves. 


Pyracles, after he was diſcover d by Dametas, waked cer m4 Clown 


had reach 'd the Bottom of the Stairs, and heating ſomething of a Noiſe, 

he leapt from off the Bed and went to take his Sword, bur to his 
great Confuſion found it gone; and what ſtill more aſtoniſh' d him, at- 
tempting to force the Door, he found it faſten'd beyond his Strength; 


from thence he run back to the Window, hoping that Way to find 4 


Paſſage that wou d favour their Eſcape; but in vain he ſtrove, and 
ſtrain'd his Sinews, for with all his Strength. he cou 2 but juſt compaſs 
the getting out one Iron Bar, and that he took more to defend him- 


ſelf 
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448 Sr Philip Sidney ARC A DIA 
ſelf withal, than from any View he had to eſcape ; for by that Time 
the Shepherds, allarm'd by the yelping of Dametas, were gather'd 
round him, and Pyrocles was mortify'd with diſtinctly hearing the Vil- 
lain blaſpheme his Love, and traiterouſly defame His Lady's Honour: 
A thouſand Daggers ſtabb'd to his Heart at once cou'd not have given 
him half the Pangs this piercing Sound occaſion d; he found his 
Hopes, that had ſo long been raiſing, all in a Moment daſt'd . 
his Love deſtroy'd ; and, what was worſe than all, his P51. 
clea, that conſummate Fair, by his Tmprudence brought to the 
Verge of Death; and, what was leſs ſupportable, ah everlaſting 
Blemiſh caſt on her Fame, her ſpotleſs Virtue call'd in queſtion, and 
prophan'd, by the rude Blaſts of every envious Breath : He too well 
| knew the Strictneſs of the Arcadian Law, to hope for any milder pu- 
niſhmenr than Death for either of them; and wlien he thought that 
Philoclea, the dear, the tender Maid, muſt by his Means be ſnatch'd 
away in all her Bloom of Charms, not all his manly Courage cou'd 
ſupport him ; a thouſand Times he curs'd himſelf and his raſh Folly, 
in undertaking ſuch a dangerous Enterprize, without firſt having her 
Conſent ; accuſing himſelf of the groſſeſt Negligence, in nor ſecuring 
all the Paſſages of the Lodge ; and yet he could not for the Soul of 
him imagine which Way Dametas found an Entrance. At laſt, after 
revolving a thouſand Stratagems to ſave, if poſſible, the lovely Phi- 
jacled's Life, and her more valuable Fame, he fix d on the moſt gene- 
rous Reſolution that ever enter'd any Lovet's Breaſt ; which was, 
that ſince relentleſs Fate deny'd that he ſhou'd live for her, to die in 
Vindication of her Honour; determining, that when upon Dameras 
Report they ſhou'd come to know the Truth of ir, if they found him 
dead, they wou'd conclude that he had found all Methods ineſſectual 
to ſeduce her Honour, and therefore in Deſpair had ſacrific d that 
Life, which he muſt either be oblig'd to loſe, or bear under the dou- 
ble Curſe of diſappointed Love and deep Diſgrace. Having forth'd 
this generous Reſolution, he paus'd awhile to confidet to the Bottom 
of it, and then cry'd out aloud, Be it refolv'd, Pyrocles, I was my ſelf, 
by my imprudent Raſlineſs, tlie Caufe of all theſe Evils, and on my 
ſelf J will take ample Vengeance: But ſtrait a new Objection offer'd, 
and ſtoppd his haſty Arm, for Dametas having remov'd his Sword, 
there was not any Inſtrument left in the Chamber ſufficient to give 
him his Quietas; but looking about for a conſiderable Time, and 
fearing that Philoclea ſhou'd awake, and with her tender Eloquence 
melt his beſt Reſolves, he took up the Iron Bar that he had wrench'd 
from the Window, which being ſomething ſharper at one End than the 
other, he hop d that, added to his own eager Wiſhes, wou'd be ſuffi- 
cient to ſhear his Thread of Life. With that, taking it in his Hand, 
and looking upon the beauteous Maid, whoſe Innocence ſecurely ſlept, 
little imagining what a torturing Sorrow was preparing for her, the 
Sight for a few Moments ſtopp'd his direful Purpoſe, and the Shock 
he 
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| ended his hared Life, and this ſad . chinking himſelf only 
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lie felt at the Reflection how he ſhou'd leave that Darling of his 
Soul, that Idol of his Wiſhes, expos d to all the foul Reproaches of 
buſty Babblers, whoſe envious Hearts, the more ſhe merited, wou'd 


take the greater Pleaſure in defaming her, was greater far than the 


ſeyereſt Pangs of Death; and in an Extaſy of Grief, he kneel'd down 


by the Bed, and lifting up his Heart in fervent Prayer, Thou great 


Creator of this Globe, cry'd he, accept the Sacrifice I make of my 


own Blood; as an Atonement for all the unwilling Errors of my 


Youth; be not, O Lord, offended at thy Servant, for vent ting, with- 


out thy particular Permiſſion, to play the Executioner, and diſmiſs 


my weary Soul from the unquiet Situation, in which thy never erring 
Wiſdom plac'd it; ſince to my Judgment it appeats, that by bercaving 


me of Means for to preſerve my Life, thou points me out a Way to 


quit ir nobly, and by one glorious Blow preſerve that worthleſs Ma- 


ſterpiece of all thy Work, the helpleſs beauteous Phociea : But O! 
y hate er thy Juſtice ſhall decree of me, guard and preferve that ten- 


der One from Danger's cruel Gripe! Save her from the too rigid Ju- 
ſtice of an angry Parent's Power! Protect her Innocence, and in thy 
own good Time let it be manifeſted clear as her Beauties! 


This ſaid, he ſtruck the Bar wich all his Might againſt his Breaſt, 
at the ſame Inſtant falling upon it with all his Strength, that it might 
find a ſurer Paſſage to his Heart; but tho the Edge was much roo 
weak to pierce it, yet it ras'd the Skin,- and bruis'd his Ribs ſo vio- 
lently, that it almoſt laid him breathleſs on the Floor. The Noiſe 
he made in falling, awak'd the frighted Fair One from her peaceful 
Slumbers, whoſe opening Eyes were ſoon ſaluted with the moſt dread- 
ful Sight they ever yet beheld ; the Terror gave Strength to her en- 
feebled Limbs, and flying from the Bed, unmindful of the Wounds her 
tender Feet endur d from the rude Boards, ſhe rais'd him in her Arms; 
and ſoothing him in her Embraces, My Life, my Soul, my All, cry'd 
ſhe, what can you mean with ſacrilegious Hands thus, wich unwarcan- 
table Violence, to ſacrifice that dear, that precious Life, and by the 
impious Act impoſe upon your Philoclea far greater Tortures, than 
ever were inflicted on the moſt offending Criminal? Surely you are 


not now to be convinc'd, that any Wound you can receive is doubled 
in my Boſom; and that the greateſt Hell my Soul ean prove, is the 


ſurviving you: If I am grown diſguſtful co your Sight, and Hatred, 


as it too often happens, has ſucceeded your once generous Paſſion, 


on me, my Lord, the cruel Cauſe, turn your Revenge; my panting 
Boſom heaves to meet and ſatisfy your Rage; ſo ſhall the World be 
{till bleſs'd with your matchleſs Merit, and 1 at leaſt have the fad Sa- 


tisfaction of falling by your lov'd Hand. 


Pyrocles was griev d to the very Centre of his Soul that le had not at once 


5 * - relery'd 


7m yr * mr — Dugg — — 
F wg ANA ... 2 er Ar ne: 


— eons 


„ ont tice go goo noeyen wg eeroeg er 


— ———— 
2 
— "mn 


— ů ů 


— 
— 


— - 
— —— ys oe — — 
gn — — 
— —— 2K EIY—_SSD — —— — Dt > 
—— — 


——— ꝛ—æ0a— 2 — — 


N ____ — TT 


= mh... 


— t e. — 
„„ 


> — 7 3 
_ 8 r —a—a—ũ—H —— ——¹ ̃ ͤ— 
— — — — — ttere » 


r WE 
— — — 


—— 


— — 
—— 
— —— —„—8ꝛ 


} / ! 
144% 
140 
WITH 
| 1 
F ti 
} 11 
Men 
ih : 


. 
4 
; : 
x : 
om } . 
Nin 


J 
——— [ —— — —.— 
— 2 _ — — r er era eee — <a AO — ——— — — 
— — 22 =, — . ” 8 
* —ꝛ . ͤLV— — 
— — ne eee — 
7 — — — — 
— — SP INC = 
_ 


: 
— — — . = n 
- — Z . - — — = 2 K . — — = 
- = L = 3 9s oe aAe AGE : — E ä _ A 
5 — — F e —— n — 
a * — „ ET = e 00 £7 . 


a 8 — 
pw — r n — — 
S XI arts Ry = N . p 
Fc 


—. 


— 


— 


—— 
„ 


* + HEE OI. 2677 

— — x — — 
— 2 

— 


2 


Sz IE ITS 7 


— - 5 — IEC IBERIA I — 1 — 
* * — = ” a \ — 5 : - o — * — — = 
* 82 8 CHILES nA F . K * — 2 — 2 r = == 2 2 n 0 — — or — . _sS — . 8 — 
r — — Y WER x q - 0 r © I SF ba _— ay #5 gr is ee 2 - > * 2 —— —— —̃ —ͤ—- I — N - l 
3 ; — 2 K Dr a Er ISS or . b 5 lu . Oe TT rene ry es —— 5 — 7 — . : 
— n De - . . HE 8 "RR COURSE I CES — rr — ON yan ek — —— — r: 5 — . W ³⅛.Q—2. ᷣ 2 punt CCC r —— Ir ICINOS 
- — * —— ** wad * — 2 1 S co Ee He Oe 8 > A * * . 5 — =>" — 2 G A * — So Y — — - — 8 ont — 61g - — —— — SES = - A — N : * —— 

. * * . . 8 22 * ee ö — IT * " * — CD ANNE AE WIG — 2 eo en STR — = "i * — : n — 8 SID —— * FIX — 2 — — —— 1 a — 2 3 _ — — — 

8 _ 9 9— * — IT a - * 9 * — —— — IR, SIT : * 0 n c A — 2 *— rs ue FO — k p 


if 
j A 
. 
i 
* 


1 
h 
FY 
"1 
. 


** 


450 Sr Philip Sidney's ARCA D 14. 


reſerv d by e᷑ruel Fortune to warn the trembling Fair of her approaching * 


End; but fince he was neceſſitated to let her know (as he thought) het 
inevitable Deſtiny, he rais'd himſelf a little up, and looking wich Eyes 
that moſt ſignificantly ſpoke the Anguiſh he endur'd, Joy of my Joy, 
and Treaſure of my Soul, cry'd he, why will you do fo great an In- 
Jury to Power omnipotent, as to charge your ſelf with being the Cauſe 
of this unnatural Action, which my own raſh Folly has entirely drawn 
on me? No, believe me, thou perfect Creature, nothing but thy con- 
ſummate Excellence cou'd have work'd me up to ſuch a Deed, nor any 
thing have tempted me thus againſt all the' Laws of Nature, at once 


to have ruſh'd into that endleſs Gulph of Death, but to preſerve thy 


dearer and more valuable Life. With that, as well as his Confuſion 
wou'd give him leave, he repeated to her all that he had overhcard 
Dametas ſay, enlarging with all the heightning Terms his Paſſion cou'd 
invent upon the Keenneſs of her Danger, that he might work her up 
to give her Approbation of what he had determin'd ; but the more 


he argu'd, the more her tender Love abhorr d the mention of ſuch a 


Cruelty. No more, cry d ſhe, my Pyrocles, taking him in her Arms, 


and a thouſand Times kiſſing his bleeding Wound, no more of theſe 


fallacious Arguments; ceaſe to deceive your ſelf, or do my Love ſo 
great an Injury, as to imagine I wou d purchaſe Life at the Expence 
of every thing in it, that is or can be dear to me: How can you be 
ſo cruel to imagine, that in my dying Pangs J ſhall feel half the Tor- 


tures, the Loſs of you wou'd raiſe within my Breaſt! How woud 
theſe Eyes be capable to guide my Steps after the killing Sight, chat 


neceſſarily muſt be darken'd with continual weeping ! How ſhou'd 1 
bear theſe Hands ſhou'd daily with officious Care perform the neceſ- 
ſary Offices of Life, when they have tamely ſuffer d ſuch a conſum- 
mate Miſchief to be acted in their Preſence without their interpoſing 
Aid! I don't, my dear Pyrocles, pretend to build upon the weak 
Foundation of my own ſhallow Judgment, nor wou'd J ſuffer the Im- 
patience of my Love to urge you on to a Behaviour unworthy of your 
ſelf ; but T have ofcen heard my Father ſay, that it has ever been the 
Opinion of the moſt judicious People, that to deſtroy one's ſelf, ar- 
gues a Coward-Spirit ; and that Men ſeldom fly to that Refuge, till 
they are reduc'd to it by the Suggeſtions of either Fear or Shame ; 
but generally 'tis rhe Dread of coming Evils, which they have nor 
Strength of Mind ſufficient to bear the Apprehenſions of, that involves 


them in the impious Act, as Power omnipotent undoubtedly will term 


it; for how is t poſſible that we ſhould quit this Station of Mortality 
committed to us by the Almighty, without his Leave, and not bring 
our ſelves under the Denomination of deſerting Trayrors ? 


Pyrocles, griev'd only on her dear Account, continu'd till reſolute. 


in his Deſign ; and being well convinc'd he had not much Time to 
loſe, yet hearing every thing quiet, the Shepherds being all of them 
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run ro the Cave, he cou'd tiot bear to leave the weeping Maid diſſa- 
tisfy d in any Point of his Behaviour; and therefore with a thouſand 
fond Embraces, which even anticipate that Heaven he meant ſo ſoon 


to prove, Life of my Soul, cry'd he, and Centre of my Hopes, why 


will you add fo deeply to my Score of Love, that Bankrupr-like 1 
muſt compound the Debt? Nor is it in the Power of Fate to furniſh 
me with Means to pay it fully; the more you bleſs me with your kind 
Concern, the more my Graticude, had I no other Motive, obliges 
me to ſacrifice my ſelf to your far dearer Safety. To wave all other 
Arguments, is it not much more eligible, ſince Fortune has reduc'd 
us to ſuch a cruel State, that one of us ſhou'd pay the Forſeiture than 


boch Tf 1 am dear to you, as you wou'd bleſs me with believing, let 


me conjure you by that Regard, to ſuffer me to paſs the Gulph of Death, 
bleſs'd with the happy Thought, that I at leaſt have done my Part to 
make my ſelf worthy a Place in your Eſteem ; and ſince Death is 
inevitable, permit me to purſue that Way which will not only make 
the Bugbear more ſupportable, but even cagerly defir'd ; but, as for a 


far greater Purchaſe than my Life, T wou'd not leave my Faireſt in 


the leaſt Doubt that might occaſion her Contempt of me, or blaſt 

Judgment in her Memory, I will ſo long ſurvive in Agonies till I can 
juſtify the Whole of my Behaviour, and convince my lovely Maid by 
Reaſons too powerful to admit Diſpute, that her kind Objections; fur- 


ther than being hers, ought not to ſtop my Paſſage, and that my Reſo- 


lution is the Reſult of ſolid 1 and not the Effect of any 
ſudden Guſt of Paſſion. 


You ſay, my only Dear, thar you have. Wes your Father, and other 


Men of Learning and Experience, diſpute upon this Subjeck, and af- 
firm, that Self. deſtruction either proceeds from Dread of preſent 


Shame, or future Ills, and not from any true Courage or Magnanintity 
of Spirit: As to their real Motive, I know not how any Body can pre- 
tend to judge of it, ſince never any one return d from that long Sleep 
to tell us upon what Foot they acted; as for my ſelf, I call the im- 
mortal Powers to witneſs, that not the Dread of the ſevereſt Torments 
cou'd &er have Power to unfix my Mind, or work it up to an ignoble 
Action; for put it moſt ſeverely, the greateſſ Pains that can attack 
the Body, muſt by a reaſonable Soul be plac'd but in the ſecond Form 
of Evils ; and as to Shame, how is it poſſible I ſhou'd now be a Slave 
to that ignoble Paſſion, when my own faithful Conſcience is ready to 
make my Innocence conſpicuous to my God, and your reſiſtleſs 
Beauty muſt unavoidably juſtify my Conduct to the World: But ſup- 


poſe that Argument were juft, and that no one did ever voluntarily 


take the Leap of Death, but to avoid approaching Shame or Danger; 
if that I ſay were certainly the Motive, ſure tis the the utmoſt Boaſt 
of humane Wiſdom to ſtrictly pry into each Conſequence in Life; and 
if true Fortitude ever is juſtly ſhown, it muſt be in couragiouſly encoun- 
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tring a ede Pain or Evil, to avoid a greater that muſt inevitably 
overtake us. Thus the meritorious Patriot with Pleaſure pays his Life a 
| Sacrifice, to ſecure his dearer Country ; ; a Man of Reſolution wou'd nor 
heſſitate ar looſing of a Limb, when ſet in Competition with his Life; 
| | while the trembling Coward wou'd dread the Surgeon's Touch, and 
| ſlowly wait the Approaches of a lingering Death : To ſuffer inevitable 
Evils, is far from being any Proof of Courage, tho' we ſhou'd even 
patiently acquieſce; but bravely to ſhake off our Chains, and leap at 
once into the Waves, rather than tamely drag the Oar, that is true Cou- 
rage, that juſtly bears the Name of Reſolution; and what avails it 
whether a ſmaller or a greater Number of Years ſwell our Account? 
Our Lives will be demanded ; and to me tis far more eligible to pay 
ir down a preſent Purchaſe for a greater Good, than ſtay to have ir 
wreſted from me by the inexorable Hand of Time. But the laſt Ar- 
ument, and what, I own, was all on which I ſtay'd, that tis againſt 
the Will of the Almighty, may at firſt ſight appear indeed unanſwer- 
able; but when conſider'd, we ſhall find that he has certainly inveſted 
us in the Right of our own Lives, or he wou d not have given us ſo 
large a Power of diſpoſing of them ; and we may full as reaſonably 
urge upon the ſame Foundation, char tis a Sin to part with any of 
our Limbs without his particular Warrant, ſince we equally receiv'd 
them at his Hands; for if that is allow'd, the ſame Neceſſity will 
Juſtify the other; and if our Souls are plac d as God's Lieutenants in 
theſe beſieg d Caſtles of our Bodies, won't you allow that when he 
leaves us wholly unprovided of Means to carry on the Siege, that we 
may juſtly give it up? No, certainly reply d the weeping Maid, tis 
not for us to limit the Almighty's Time, ſince in an Inſtant he can 
diſperſe the Cloud of Evils that hover round our Heads, and turn 
them on our Enemies; and therefore to anticipate our Fate, is to de- 
fy his Power and to diſtruſt his Goodneſs, than which there cannor 
ſurely be a greater Piece of Blaſphemy : When he is pleas'd either by 
Sickneſs, or any outward Accident, to ſuffer Death to overtake us, 
*tis then indeed our Buſineſs to reſign thoſe, being his undoubted 
Harbingers ; and when he makes his Pleaſure known, tis fir we ſhou'd 
obey without Reluctance: As to our being Maſters o'cr our ſelves, I 1 
ſee no Title we can with Juſtice plead ro ſuch a Liberty ; we neither 
made our ſelves, nor can. we prove a Purchaſe ; from whence then do 
we derive our Right? Neither does the diſpoſing of one-or more of 
our particular Limbs, bear the leaſt Proportion to the Deſtruction. of 
our Lives, ſince that may be, and generally is, in order to preſerve 
the Whole, whenas the other quite deſtroys it; that hinders not the 
Mind from purſuing thoſe Actions for which it firſt had Being, the 
other quite incapacitates it from the End of its Creation. | 
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Pyrocles, altho charm'd with her early Eloquence, * loft in Rap- 


ture, While the n of her enchanting Voice lull'd his diſtracted 
| . Senſes, 
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Senſes, was yet far from being turn d from his Purpoſe; and think- 
ing it full Time to put it in immediate Execution, Then be it as you 
lay, cry d he, thou moſt conſummate Fair, in every other Point that 140 
you have urg'd; but ſhou d the Voice of Heaven itſelf attempt to | Al 
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prove the contrary, it never wou d convince me but that Pyrocles has 100 0 
perform'd the molt meritorious Action, in laying down a trifling Life, 1000 
in order to preſerve the dear, the matchleſs Philoclea, from Infamy ee 
and Ruin: Grant me, ye Gods, but that one Boon, I ask no more uh 50 
of you or Fate. With that he wou'd again have try d the Sharpneſs Nl | 
of his Bar, but that the frighted Maid, now brought to the Extre- f 104 
mity ſhe ſo much dreaded, flung her ſelf at his Feet; and clinging fo iN 
+ cloſely round his Legs, that, without hurting her render Form, which al 0 
not for any Conſideration he wou d have ventur'd, he coud not BN 
diſengage himſelf ; ſhe conjur d him by their paſt Loves, by all that 1000 
he held ſacred, not at that ſad Conjuncture to abandon her, nor cru- ; 1400 
elly deprive her of that Support, which he alone cou d give her in the 1 
preſent dreadful Exigence, of which he was the ſole Occaſion; chat e 
if he perſiſted in his barbarous Reſolution, ſhe ſhou'd indeed, even pi 
from her Soul, accuſe him of betraying her in the moſt diſhonourghle 0 
Manner; that, with the juſteſt Reaſon, the then ſhou'd curſe the fa- oh 
tal Moment that firſt her Ears encounter d the once-lov'd Name of 10 
Pyrocles, which otherways no human Torture e er ſhou'd have Power : 107 0 
to make her do: Will Pyracles, continu'd ſhe, that Hero, fv much 10000 
fam' d in Story, to skreen himſelf from any future Tortures, leave her ee 
that wou'd, for his dear Sake alone, undaunted ſtand the Shock of a _ wm 
thouſand Deaths, not only expos'd to Infamy, and branded with the 100 
ignominious Title of his Caſt- away, but his ſuſpected Murderer? Can 0 
that dear Heart, which hitherto has ſympathis'd with almoſt every Wit l 
Grief it knew another ſuffer, he yet ſo harden d to my Woes, as wil- Ml 
lingly to ſet before my frighted Senſes a Sight, that muſt for ever render Wi" 
them incapable of performing the neceſſary Offices of Life > But why it 
do I thus vainly rave, and ſue to one, who cruelly contrives to give "4 
me Pains more exquiſite than the moſt finiſſi d Torrarers cou'd invent? kl 
But be aſſur d, if I am doom d to outlive the fatal Teſt, the Ends Wil 
that you propoſe ſhall all be fruſtrated ; my Father, from my own Wt 
Mouth, ſhall be aſſur'd, (how falſe ſoever the Aſſertion is,) that by me 0 Fi 
the Honour of his Houſe has been defild, and chat I gave my ſelf a Bly 
voluntary Prey to looſe Deſires, and Wantonneſs of Heatt; and ſhou'd Jl, 
the Parent's Fondneſs interpoſe, and retard that Juſtice which ought to 1 
be the Conſequence of ſuch a black Confeſſion, I wifl my ſelf be Judge 1 
and Executioner, and give my ſelf à Death, if poſſible, replete with 100 
Agonies as my diſtorted Mind: Thus, by perſiſting in the moſt inhu- ul 
mane Reſolution that was ever form'd, you will inevitably draw on me hu 
the Evils which you ſay by that you wou'd avoid, and deprive us 1 
both of that Daliveragce, which Heaven wants not a Power to grant, 1 
and poſſibly may yet deſign us. ; "ith 
5 2 Pyrocles 1 
| 100 
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Pyrocles till then unbyaſs'd Judgment, was ſtagger'd with her jull 


Reflections, and his relenting Heart was every Moment ſoftend by 
her fond Entreaties; till at length finding her ſo averſe, that the per- 
ſiſting in it wou d but deprive them both of a preſent Happineſs, and not 
ward oft any coming Evil, he flung the bungling Inſtrument of Death 
away from him, and raiſing the ſuppliant Maid, feeding his hungry 
Senſes on her preſenting Beauties: Thou Eſſence of my Happineſs, 


cry'd he, far be it from Pyrocles to refuſe his Philoclea ought that he 


has a Power of granting ; be ir as you have ſaid, and Heaven's my 
Witneſs that T think the Compliment T make you, in delaying my 
inevitable Fate, far greater than if I had refign'd a thouſand Lives in 
your Defence: All that I beg in Recompence is, that you wou'd ſay 
T came by Force into your Chamber, for that Tm certain will be beſt 


for both, and therefore am determin'd to affirm it; and one Thing 


more IT muſt entreat, which is, that upon any Terms you wou'd not 


own my real Name or Family, that, however Fate thinks proper to 


diſpoſe of me, my Houſe's Honour may ſtand untainted to Poſterity. 


The trembling Maid, ſtill apprehenſive of his relapſing into his for- 


mer dreaded Purpoſe, wou'd not exaſperate him, by denying what he 


thought ſo righteous a Requeſt ; and indeed his laſt Petition ſhe was 


reſolutely bent to acquieſce in: But e'er ſhe cou'd aſſure him of it by 
more than a complying Look, theit Converſation was broke off by the 
coming of Philanax, attended by abotit twenty other Courtiers, to 
prove the Truth of what Dametas had reported; but out af that Re- 
gard he bore to Decency, and the particular Reſpect he ow d the Prin- 
ceſs, he wou d not ſuffer any of them to approach her Chamber, but 


with ſoftly Steps alone compaſs d the Stairs; and opening the Door 1 


drew the Eyes of the confounded Lovers full upon him. The baſh- 
ful Maid, ſurpriz d and angry at being taken, and particularly by ſuch 
a rigid Stateſman in that ſuſpicious Manner, fought to conceal her 
Bluſhes, which ſhe knew he wou'd interpret Guilt, within her Bed- 
Cloarhs ; while Pyrocies, who neither was acquainted with his Perſon 
nor his Errand, catch'd up the Bar, determining to venture any Ha- 
zard cer the Princeſs ſhould ſuffer the leaſt Violence. Bur Philanar, 
aſtoniſh'd at his majeſtical Appearance, and recollecting the coura- 


ious Acts he had perform'd, and with how much Art and Eloquence 


he had in the late Riot preſerv'd Baſilius, and indeed the whole Arca- 
dian State, from Anarchy and Ruin, he found himſelf inclin'd to fa. 
vour him e'er he knew the Caſe; but then again conſidering his Ma. 
ſter's being murther d, and in ſo ſtrange a Manner, it prompted him to 
think there were more Actors than the Queen in the black Tragedy, 
and that more than probably he might be one: His Zeal repell'd his 
growing Partiality, and rais'd a Medly of contending Paſſions in hig 
Breaſt, and Pity and Revenge by Turns ſtrove high for Maſtery, 7). 


rocles ſeeing him ſtand in ſo profound a Maze, cou'd not imagine what 
his 
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bis Purpoſe was; but belle ing it cou'd be nothing VAIL wou'd end to 
their Advantage, he thought it beſt himſelf to break the Silence, and 
enquire his Buſineſs; and therefore, looking at him with an undaunted 


Air, T know not, Sir, ſaid he, what Accident occaſion'd your com- 


ing to this Lady's Chamber; but if it was to ſhield her Perſon from 
any Violence that I might offer, believe a Man, whoſe. Honour once 
you wou'd your ſelf, whoc'er you are, have thought ſufficient War- 
rant; her Virtue needs no Guard but its own Strength, that Shield is 


Proof even againſt poiſon d Arrows; and I ſhou'd long cer this have 


left her Miſtreſs of the Field, but that T was by ſome unlucky Hand, 
ſoon as I reach'd the Chamber, confin'd a Priſoner in it, and left ro 
1 7 in the guilty Snare my own ungovernable Paſſions led me in- 


: Tf then, I ſay, the Preſervation of her Virtue was your Errand, 


5 Task ſhe has her ſelf preform'd, and your Commiſſion's at an End; 
but if you are appointed to bring me to my merited Puniſhment, for 
my unpardonable Fault, I carry with me ſuch a bitter Witneſs in my 
own Conſcience, that I ſhall very readily ſubmit to any Judgment, how 
ſevere ſoever, that may be impos'd ; only this I muſt conjure you, as 
you ſeem a Gentleman, and bear the Appearance of a Man of Ho- 


nour, that you will be a Witneſs to the King of all that I have own'd, 
and ſtand between his ſudden Fury, and any Violence which that may 


prompt him to offer to this injur'd Innocence, whoſe ſhining Virtue 


pierces thro' my Soul, and ſeems to make my Villany the more 
conſpicuous. 5 


Philanax heard him out with ſeeming Patience, not from any Sup- 
poſition that he cou d juſtify himſelf, but out of Hopes that he would 


reveal the original Deſign of the King's Death; bur finding him ſo far 


from that, that he ralk'd of him as if he yet ſurvivd, and thinking 


it all Artifice to keep himſelf the leſs ſuſpected, Young Man, faid he, 


this deep-lay'd Cunning of acknowledging a Fault of a leſs Dye, that 
you may be the better credited when you diſown a blacker Crime, 
is ill beſtow'd on me; but, be that as it may, Time, and a Length of 
Tortures, will, T doubt not, reduce you hereafter to diſcloſe the Bor- 
tom of this black Conſpiracy : As to the Princeſs, if this Story 
proves as you declare it, twill well become her that ſhe has not ſuf. 
fer'd an ill-governd Beauty to cancel the Rules of Chaſtity, and 


ſully the yer unſpotted Honour of her illuſtrious Houſe; but end 


that as it will, 'tis much unfit for you, who are a Stranger, and by 
your own Confeſſion a Rebel to the Laws of Honour, to aim at 
teaching an Arcadian that Duty, which we all acknowledge to any 
of that Royal Progeny; therefore, no more of that, young Man, but 
yield your ſelf a Priſoner to the State without Reſiſtance, ſince tis 
impoſſible that ſhou'd avail you, and by generouſly acknowledging all 
that you know in relation to this unhappy Accident, you may poſ- 


ſibly iacline our Breaſts to Pity. Pity, reply d Pyroctes, with a dif- 


dainful 


C.. 
- pon 


3 


— 
— 


rr 
— ns 


— 


; 
5 
142 
4 
\ 
} 
: ' 1 
, ! 
S148 587) 
l 
; | 
| l 
94 
1474 
444 
4 
14 
136 
4 J 
vey: 
(00 IT IS 
3 
0h 
þ 1! 
F 7 
Ai 
bY 
[i { 
: 14777 
10 
* 
[4 l 
\, t : 
1440 
Fl 
0 
10 . 
: { 
— 
PH 
14900 
£ 1 G 
l 
U 
6 
1 
1 
145 
00785 
11 
141 
j l 
N 1 
I; 1 
47 
N 
1 
e 
141 | 
rin [ 
714. 
THY 
F196 1% 
4 111 
; i #15 
: i 
1 
700 
1 3358 1 
ö 1 
+: 
alli it 
1 FI þ 
3 
Fo 
4 - : 0 
«M0 $4 
443 8; 
145 
1 
5 
13 
5 
4618! 
311; 8C 
4 1 1 
eig, 
ii 
3 ii 1 | 
0 F : 
Sith: 
34 { 
1 
%; 4 
4; 
44414; 1 
USES 7 
7 7 
A 
1 
11199 
Witt \ 
$4358 
1 
2 P it 
n 
Nl 
. 
i : 
[ Nie » 
: $3147 8. 7k 
rh T1 - 
Ht 
[ge 
lin FL 
4th 7 
11780 if 
$29 
6 19 
N 5 
ie 
We 
1 0 
4 9 
in, 
tt | 
0 144 
mar $ 
inn 
wh. 
n 
* Fr: j 
9:0 
ity 
9 0 i 
FB 
v7 ih 
40: 
i149 
KN 
i} 
n 
#4 7 
44111 
way ©! 
: : 
Fe 
1 
pe TH a 
i 
: 2 a T 
653314 5} 
Py. ” 
iin 
15 
Man 
iin 
i 
* 3 1 ? 
271 
4131 6 
1 
$:.14 79 
( } \ 
($144 
$374 
17H 
„ 
* 4 
5 
nt, 
11H 
VII 
ig. 
8:46 
1:14.78 
1 
41 | 
Te; 1 
CRASH 
Y ' 
N 0 
Nin 
Wa 95 
DEF: | & 
17H 
20 f 
i 891! 
10 1 
4 
n 
„ie ! 
1 
© 2 W i 
44 it : 
. 1 
35 02008 
+4 RY { 
+15 IH : 
4748 414 : 
146 $8448 
1941 Y 384.067 
1 1 7 
144 
anne 
4 
4 
Kn 
* 
Tr 
44 
71 
$0 
* 
TH 
bt 
A 
-*Þ 
2 
IR: 
17 
i 
2 
f 
[ 
5 
by 
* 
ol: 
4. 
wy 
+11 
A; 
(i 
j 
io 
1 
1 1 
x 
* 
11 7 
40 4 7 
11 | 
by ” 
10 
4 7 it 
: ' 
34 i757 
14 i 
1 #7 
GH 
4 
i 


— ʒʃ— — he 4s 
— — 2 1 * _ TO 
G — — — . -- 2 - 
. 8 _— — — — — 5 — a4; 3 „ I. 


—— Ee PO DEIIS — 


— ED 


— — — 


—.:.:. CL EEE * 
. ne een eee 3 — 
— — — ä — 


— 
— 
— Eras as 


. N 
2 : ESE xy 

2 xy 8 7 TEES 

- — re ny 


456 Vr Philip Sidney's ARC AD IA, 


dainful Smile, enraged at ſuch a ſcornful Anſwer! No, no Arcadia, 
be well aſſur d, I only will accept of Pity or Redreſs from my own 
Hands, nor wou'd I hold a deſpicable Life upon ſo poof a Tenure as thy 


. Forgiveneſs ; only a Promiſe bf this Lady's Safety I {till inſiſt upon; 


which, till thou haſt by Oath aſſur'd me of, the firſt that dares with 
facrilegious Violence, and rude uhhallow'd Hands; attempt to touch 


her, ſhall leave his Life a Sacrifice for his Preſumption. Philanax, 


in himſelf, ſtill more and more aſſur d, that they both were Acceſſaries 
to the King's Death, and eager to have Pyrectes in his Power, which 
on any other Terms he found was not eaſy to be compaſs d; Well, Sir, 
ſaid he, I grant what you demand, and by my Life I ſwear, and by 
that reverend Duty I owe the Parents of this unhappy Lady, that the 
ſhall ſhare their Fate whate er it be, nor meet & worſe if I have power 
to hinder it. Upon that Promiſe, cry'd the deeeivd Pyfocies, I ſub- 
mit, little imagining how ſevere the Meaning of it was; and flinging | 
the Bar from him, he tamely reſignu d himſelf to Philanarx ; who, 
calling up one of the Noblemen from below, he gave him into his 
keeping, with a Charge, that he ſhou'd fee him ſtrictly guarded, while 


he himſelf remain'd with Philocibu, to try if poſſibly he might learn 


from her ſome further Inſight into theſe confounding Accidents. 


But ſhe was far from being capable of Arisfying him in any kind; 
for when at his firſt coming, abaſh'd at ſuch an unexpected Viſir, 
ſhe had ſeparated her longing Eyes from her Pyrocles Sight, and ſhuc 
him from her View with the interpoſing Bed-cloaths ; half dead 
with the dire Apprehenſions of her Father's Preſence, which every Mo- 
ment ſhe expected, her Spirits were all imploy'd in ruminaàting how 
ſhe ſhou'd beſt behave with Regard to both theit Safeties, when he 
came to queſtion her; but now, that Pjrooes, Was of ſuch a ſudden 
corn from her Relief, and as ſhe thought remov d for ever from her 
Hopes, ſhe was at firſt ſo fhock d, and 1o ſurpriz d, chiat flie hed 
not a Power to plead for him or urge his Stay, the every Advance he 
made towards the Door gave her a Pang fevere, as if her aiding 
Soul was ſeparating from her lovely Body 5 bur 3 her Eyes had 
trac'd him till he was quite remov'd beyond their Reach, and that her 
Spirits ſtagnated with the Surprize began to find again their uſual 
Motion, a Shower of Tears prepard the Way for Words, and wring- 
ing her alablaſter Hands, which ſtem'd, as they wou'd wound each other, 
with the heart-rending Exerciſe, O Philanax, cry'd he, full well 1 


| know the Intereſt you carry with my Father, there's not a Man in afl 


the Arcadian State whoſe Wiſdom the fo much 'eſteems, or whoſe 
Faith and Zeal towards him and his Poſterity, he with ſo much Con- 
fidence relies on; Remember thou truly honeſt Man, how often with the 
Appearance of Sincerity you have avow'd, and fure T think with Truth, 
that the lateſt of your Hours ſhou'd be 'employ'd in Services to him 


and to his Houſe ; ; and in particular, you have a thouſand Times on- 
deavour d 


CIT EY 
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deivourd to gain my Confidence, and perſwade me chat 1 had nok 
vn Earth a truer Friend than Philanax; now is my Time to claim all 
thoſe Profeſſions which once, without the Charge of Vanity, I might 
liave own'd my Due; and howſocyer T am now made the Sport of 
Fortune, let not, T conjure you, her Malice influence your Judgment, 
or taint your Faith ; behold your Princeſs chang'd into the moſt hum- 
ble and tlie moſt miſerable Suppliant living; nor is my Boon ſo great, 
that you ſhou'd fear to grant it even unheard ; if in the Actions of 
my anxious Life to this unhappy Hour, 1 have even in Thought diſ- 
honour d my greac Houſe, ot been a Scandal to either my Parents or 
my Nation, let me be puniſh'd to the utmoſt that ſuch a Crime de- 
ſerves : But tho' my Innocence will one Day ſhine as bright as Hea- 
ven's eternal Lamp, yet now I muſt confeſs Appearances are ſtrong 
againſt me; therefore all I have to requeſt, is, that you wou'd ſtand 
between me and a Separation from the only one on Earth for whoſe 
dear Sake I wou'd ſubmit to ſue to any one on Earth; and if hereaf- 
ter you ſhou'd be convinc'd how very far we have ever been from er- 
ring from the ſtricteſt Rules that Virtue can impoſe, that you wou'd 
uſe your Intereſt with my Father that he wou'd ſuffer tliat Marriage 
to be conſummared here on Earth, which I am well convinc'd has beer 
long ſince entolld among the heavenly Records; but if my Father 
ſhou'd remain inexorable, ſpight of your friendly Interpoſition, and 
all the Proofs of Innocence that we can bring, all that I farther have 
to beg, is, that as the Crime has been united, the Puniſhment may 


be ſo too. 


There nevet yet was Patriot that held his Country in half che Eſti- 
mation, or Courtier that ſo truly lov'd his Prince, as did the faithful 
Philanax ; judge then the Pain he felt to hear his Maſter, as he ima- 
gin d, made a Mock of after his Death, and his facted Name made 
uſe of to ſcreen the Guilt of thoſe that he firmly believ'd his Murder. 
ers; but yet reflecting how the generous Philoclea had ſavd his Life 
when taken Priſoner by Amphialus, and that nothing cou'd have reſcud 
him from the immediate Jaws of Death but her interpoſing Intereſt, 
he certainly wou'd have melted into grateful Piry, but that his eager 
Zeal for the Revenge of his King and Country ſtill kept it back; and 
after ſome little Struggle between relenting Pity and the Impulſe of 
too rigid Juſtice, the latter got the better; and turning to the trem- 
bling Maid, with Looks that gave as little Comfort as his Words, If, 
faid he, Madam, we were yet fo infinitely bleſs'd, as to have your 
Father in a Capacity of judging, thete ſhou'd not in the World be 
found a readier Advocate for you than my ſelf; the Remembrance of 
rhe Crime you now have been engaged in ſhou'd be buried in your 
former Merits, the high Obligations which you have ever ſhewn me, 
and the Reflection that you were the Offspring of ſuch a Father: Buc 
ſince, by your own wicked Wiles, you have among your ſelves re. 
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mov'd the only one in whom a Power of Mercy lay, you mult expect 
ſeverely to experience the Smart of your own evil Doings, nor hope 
to find more Favour than the extremeſt Rigour of unrelenting Laws 
will yield: As for my ſelf, I loyd, I honour'd you, for that conſpi- 
cuous Virtue, which ſhone in every Action; but now, alas! where is 
that Merit fled? My prompting Gratitude has hitherto oblig'd me to 
revere you for a private Benefit ; but what is That, when ſer in Com- 
petition with the publick Good? As you were the Darling Child of 
ſuch a Father, I paid you all the Duty and all the Honour that was 
due to him; bur that ſacred Tye is now no more; but know, that 
by the impious Act each wretched Inſtrument has drawn upon them- 
ſelves the Miſery in which they have involvd the State. | 


This Language was fo little underſtood by the diſtracted Maid, 
that ſhe cou'd no longer ſufler him to proceed, but begg d him to ex. 
plain his Meaning, and tell her why he {till talk d in that abſtruſe 
Manner about her Father, for that he might be well aſſur d the Dread 
of his Diſpleaſure was far more ſhocking to her than any Puniſhment 
which he cou'd impoſe ; but yet that {ſhe had one Alleviation left, 
which was, that ſhe had never in her paſt Life committed any Action 
againſt the ſtricteſt Rules of Duty, or which wou'd ever bear the Ap- 
pearance of it, but this laſt unhappy One ; and as even that was, in 
its own Nature, far from being ſo, if he would but proceed with Pa- 
tience, he would one Day be convyinc'd, that what he now eſteem'd ſo 
culpable, he would with Pleaſure give his Approbation to. Philanax 
was ſtartled to hear her Anſwer ſo rambling from the Purpoſe, and talk 
as if ſhe ſtill was wholly unacquainted with the late Accidents ; and 
beſides, Truth ſeem'd to fit triumphant in her beauteous Face, and 
almoſt ſtagger d his Belief ; but then again reflecting, how improbable 
it was ſhe ſhou'd be innocent, or at leaſt ſo utterly ignorant of the 
King's Death, looking as he wou'd pierce the innermoſt Receſſes of 
her Heart, I know not, ſaid he, Madam, what you can propoſe, by 
thus obſtinately diſowning of a Crime, which muſt inevitably be dif. 
clos d; nor will- you find it eaſy to deceive my Zeal, and make me 
think that you are unacquainted with your Father's Death, and your 
abandon'd Siſter's Flight. The Mention of her Father's Death, which 
was the firſt that ſhe had heard of it, gave her Apprehenſion ſuch a 
terrible Allarm, that, unable to ſupport the harſh Surprize, ſhe gave a 
Shriek, and ſunk down ſenſeleſs on the Floor. The good old Man, 
mov'd at that Sight, and finding in the mourning Maid too flagrant 
Signs of Grief to think them counterfeir, ran to her, and raiſing her 
lovely Body from the Ground, inſtead of farther Accuſations, he join'd 
his Lamentations to the moying Cries, which, with returning Life, ſhe 
made, and left him fully ſatisſy d of her Innocence, at leaſt in that Par- 
ticular: But recollecting that the whole Burthen of the State, and 
that Revenge due for his Maſter's Murder, lay wholly upon him, he 

| rouz d 
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rouz d himſelf from that ſoothing Lechargy of Grief, and ſtarting up; 
Tis far, ſaid he, from being in my Power, Madam, to come to a De- 
termination in your Affairs, how favourably ſoever I may be inclin'd; 

without the Approbation of the whole Arcadian State; and how they 
will proceed, as yet I know not: As to my ſelf, I ſhou'd be much 
inclin'd to piry your hard Fate, but that T know not how to exte- 
nuate your Fault, in giving your Perſon ſo unwarrantably up, and in 
particular, to a Man, who, as a furer Proof of his deteſtable and hor- 
rid Treaſon, lent your wicked Mother his Garment, that with the 
| greater Safety ſhe might perpetrate rhe moſt deteſtable arid horrid 
Fact that ever was committed; and hard, undoubtedly, muſt be rhe 
Task, and full of Difficulty, For the moll partial Judge to ſeparate 
your Cauſe from his, to whom you have fo nearly link d your In- 
tereſt. That is the laſt Requeſt, reply'd the weeping Maid, that 
1 ſhou'd make your Friendſhip; I've not another Wiſh in Life, but to 
partake his Fate: Full well I know his Innocence; and all I have to 
ask, is, that you wou'd prove as favourable as we arc guiltleſs, and 
not ſuffer my yet unblemiſh'd Honour to be caſt away upon the ſhal. 
low Sea of poor Suſpicion and ungenerous Surmiſes. Philanax find- 
ing himſelf, at every Word ſhe utter d, ſtill more and more inclin'd 
to juſtify her in his own Thoughts, determind to hear no more till 
he had taken farther Information; and therefore, to end the Con- 
troverſy, he abruptly left her to ſtruggle with her deſpairing Thoughts; 
and ſerting a ſtrong Guard upon the Lodge, went to take ſome Orders 
about the other Priſoners, whoſe Number he found augmented by the 
following unexpected Accident. 


When the fair Pamela, whoſe Cares were all repos'd in her dear Shep- 
herd's Boſom, lull'd by "the happy Thought of being, as Ihe believ'd, 
beyond the Danger of Purſuit, and tir'd with the unufual Journey, 
was fallen into a pleaſing Slumber, ſhe had not long enjoy d the 
Quiet, which till that Hour her Mind had long been diſpoſſeſs d of, 
Cer ſhe was wak'd by the loud Hollows of a rude Multitude of bar- 
barous Clowns; and lifting up her Eyes, ſhe ſaw her Mu/idorus riſe 
from her Side, an in an angry Tone of Voice demand, What twas 
they wanted? Theſe Fellows, it ſeems, were ſome ſmall Remainder 
of the late Rebels, whoſe conſcious Wickednefs wou'd not ſuffer them 
to ſubmir the many Villanies they had been guilty of to the King's 
Mercy, notwithſtanding the publick Declaration he had made of Par- 
don; and therefore, when their Leaders had all ſurrenderd, they re- 
treated to the thickeſt Corner of the W. Woods, depending upon them 
for Safety, living upon the Fruits which they afforded, and growing 
rude and batbarous as the Brute Inhabitants of thoſe unfrequented 
Places, till Accident, or the hidden Impulſe of everlaſting Juſtice, 
guided them to the Place where our unhappy Lovers lay ſecure 


in their own Innocence, a and unſuſpecting any Interruption : The 
| | Moment 
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Moment that they laid their Eyes on Myufidorus, they knew hint 
for the ſame Perſon that in their firſt rebellious Eſſay iſſued from 

out the Lodge, and joining with Zelmane, had left among | 
them many a bloody Token of his Valour. As for the Princeſs, 
they knew her Perſon perfectly; and though at firſt they only 
meant to glut their ruſtical Revenge againſt rhe deſtined Muſidorus, 


yet when they ſaw her lying in that Manner, they concluded it 


could not be with the King's Knowledge ſhe was come thus 
far ſo unattended, and conſequently if they could reſtore her back to 
him, it would undoubtedly procure their Pardon. Big with this 
Thought, they all of them, without farther Ceremony, ſer upon Mu- 
dorus, whoſe Courage being, if poſſible, augmented by the Danger he 
juſtly apprehended himſelf in, of looſing the dearer Partner of his 
Flight, like a fierce Lioneſs, fearful of having het darling Young 
torn from her Den, placing the trembling Maid tinder one of the 
Pine Trees, he made himſelf her Shield, dealing his Blows fo vi- 
gorouſly among the ruſtick Herd, that the Falling of the Foremoſt 
made the hinder ones retreat ; who having for the ſecond Time ex- 
perienced how little they were capable, tho back d by Numbers, of 
encountring ſuch an Arm, began to pelt him at a Diſtance with Darts 
and Stones, rightly judging That the only Way to overcome their o- 
therwiſe unconquerable Foe; who finding ſome of their rude Inſtru- 
rents fall ſo near the Princeſs, that very probably an unlucky one 


might do her an irreparable Miſchief, he reſolved alone to ſtand their 


Tide of Fury, and bravely in an Inſtant advanced among the thickeſt 
of them, who, like a Herd of timorous Swine, when ſet upon by a 
ficrce Maſtiff, endeavoured to diſperſe, but ſeveral of them were o er- 
took by Death c'er they could find a ſafe Retreat; and our gallant 


Hero would undoubredly have remained entire Victor, and ſcoured 


the harmleſs Wood of ſuch a Set of baſe Inhabitants, but that he 
heard Pamela cry to him for Help, Three of the Villains, more cun. 
ning than the reſt, while he was eagerly purſuing their Fellows, ha- 
ving flily compaſſed ſome Trees, and ſeized upon the helpleſs 
Fair, threatning to give her immediate Death if ſhe ſpoke or made 
the leaſt Reſiſtance, intending to convey her out of Sight, while her 
Champion was eager on his Prey; but ſhe, who thought a greater E- 
vil could not o'ertake her than being ſeparated from him for whom 


alone ſhe eſteemed Life valuable, gave a Shrick of Horror, which drew 


his Eyes upon her, and ſecing thoſe Wretches juſt about to bear away 
that Treaſure of his Soul, he flew to her Relief; but one of them, wiſer 
than the reſt, ſet his Dagger to her Throat, and ſwore he would im- 
mediately diſpatch her, if Muſidorus did not that Moment fling away 
his Sword. They needed not a ſecond Time to inſiſt upon that un- 
juſt Demand; for when he ſaw that Idol of his Heart in ſuch apparent 
Danger, his Life he thought a very Trifle, when ſer in Competition 


with her Safety; therefore flinging down his Inſtrument of certain 
Victory, 
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Victory, and holding up thoſe noble Hands to the unwortliy Rout; 
Turn, ye Arcadians, on me, cry'd he, turn all your Wrath, who ant 
the only one las done you Injury; look on that Lady as an Inno- 
cent, and what is more, your Princeſs, who never yet in Thought has 
done you Wrong, nor has ſhe now the Power, were ſhe poſleſs'd of 


Will, to injure you ; on me therefore turn all your Rage, on me, who 


only have deſery'd it; nor do ſo much Injuſtice to your ſelves, as to 
deſtroy that Exeellence ; which Action, in no Length of Time, can 
ever * forgiven you. | 


The Daſtards, not daring yet to ttuſt his Word, outragiouſly -bid 
him get farther from his Sword, for that they were not us d to truſt a 
ſmooth-tongu'd Courtier : Which Inſolence he immediately comply'd 


with; ſo powerful is Love, and ſo triumphant oer our Safety, Life, 


and even Honour, when plac'd within a generous Breaſt. The Rebels 
finding themſelves thus Maſters of the Place, gave the Sigtial for their 
Fellows to return; for tho' they were but few in Number, yet they 
maintain'd a kind of Regularity among them, and took and gave 
their ſeveral Places. And now thefe ſavage Senators were buſy in 


deep Conſultation how they ſhou'd diſpoſe their Royal Priſoners, 


while ſome cry'd out that they ſhou'd ſtrip them of their Jewels, ad 
let them go on their Journey, for if they carry'd them back, they 
wou'd be put oft with the leaſt Part of the Plunder ; others, prefer- 
ring their native Homes to any other Conſideration, were for deliver- 
ing them to Baſilius, as Pledges of their Safety; and there wanted 


not ſome harden'd Wretches in the Crew, who cry'd out, that rhe 


ſafeſt Way was to deſtroy them both: But the Generaliry were quite 
averſe to the killing of the Princeſs, foreſeeing that no Retreat would 
be ſufficient to ſecure them after ſuch an Action, and ſeem'd rather to 
prefer the rifling than killing Mu/idorus; when one of the Villains, 
whom he had mortally wounded, being nor yer dead, with ſome Help 
crawl'd towards them, and conjur'd them with a faint Accent, and a 
diſtorted Countenance, to allow him the Pleaſure of Revenge; for as 
he had ſpent his deareſt Blood in the Intereſt of their Common Cauſe, 
it was but Juſtice that they ſhould ſuffer him before his Death to ſee his 
Murderer ſhare an equal Fate: He wou'd fain have urg'd his Suit with 
greater Vehemence, bur that Death interpos'd and ſtopp'd his farther 
brawling. The Wretches ſeeing their Fellow expire before them in that 
miſerable Manner, it ſwell'd their Rage to ſuch a Height, tliat with one 
Voice they all cry d out ro kill the Priſoner; only they ſtay'd upon the 
Manner of his Death, not thinking any Tortures as yet invented ſuf. 
ficiencly terrible to glut their Malice and Revenge. Thus for a Tim: 
their Over-Cruelty was a Bar to their putting it in Execution; when 
the diſtracted Princeſs tearing her Hair, fell on her Knces to the vile 
Rout, ſometimes with earneſt Prayers mix'd with Promiſes of a thou. 
ſand Benefits, which well they knew ſhe had a Power of anſwering, 
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and ſometimes. threatning them, that if they kill'd the Prince, and 
ſavd her Life, ſhe wou'd revenge his Death a, thouſand-fold, not only 
upon them, but on their Wives and Children; bidding them welt con- 
ſider e'er they finiſh'd all their Crimes with ſuch, a conſummate Act of 
Villany ; for tho' they had good Reaſon to believe that ſhe was come 
away without her Father's Knowledge and Conſent, yet they might be 
very ſure that he wou d ſtill ſeverely puniſh any Outrage that was of- 
fer d her; and that if ſhe ſurviv'd, the all-righteous Powers wou'd 
certainly never ſuffer her to fall to ſuch an abject Fortune, but thac 
ſhe ſhou'd have ample Power to puniſh both them and their Poſterity 
to the utmoſt. Thus, ſometimes with Threats, and fometimes: with 
Promiſes, ſhe brought them to a cooler Way of Thinking; and: they 
at laſt determin'd, that it: wou'd be beſt, for theic own Intereſt, either 
to kill or ſave them both; and as to Killing, they had already agreed, 


that that wou'd be the Way to ſettle themſelves. Burgeſſes of the Wood 


for ever; and therefore, in the End, they very judiciouſly concluded, 
that it wou'd: be ſafeſt to carry them both directly to the King, which 
they believ d wou d not only procure their Pardon, but entitle them 


to great Rewards. Thus, by the all- directing Hand of Providence, 


theſe inconſiderable Inſtruments were made uſe of to bring to a Con- 


cluſion an Affair on which the Welfare of two Kingdoms chiefly de- 


pended ; and having fully agreed among themſelves, they ſet the Royal 
Priſoners again upon their Horſes, and taking Lawrel Branches: in their 
Hands, ſhouting and ſinging, they encompaſs d them about, hoping by 
the Cloſe of Day to reach the Lodges: But the Time was: ſo far 


waſted, that they were neceſſitated to take up chat Night's: Lodging 
in the Woods, the Clowns nor daring: to refreſh themſelves with Sleep, 


but keeping. conſtant Watch about the penſive Pair, whoſe Uncaſineſs 
was, if poſſible, augmented: by the Horrors of the Night, and! the 


Reſpite of their Journey, which gave them Time to think more clear- 


ly. When, after ſome little Silence, Maſidorus taking her Hand; and 
holding it a Witneſs to the Throbbing of his Heart; Queen of my 
Life, and Miſtreſs of my Hopes, cry'd; he, by all the Agonies my 
Soul is labouring under, believe your Mwſidorus,, when: he: ſwears; 


that he has not a Pang in. Expectation. of approaching Death, but 


being ſeparated from the Heaven of your Love; but yet, the Gods 


can witneſs for me, no Criminal extended on the Rack, with every 
Limb diſtorted, and his mangled Fleſh. made one continu'd. Wound, 
feels half the Pains which I: endure; at che Reflection, that inſtead of 
bringing you to Theſſaly, where, tho Impoſſibility denies: you ſhoud 
have prov'd Reſpect and Honours. equally to your Merit, yet you 
undoubtedly wou d have receiv'd all that a proſperous Monarch, and 
no deſpicable Kingdom, cou d have offer d you, you are by my unhappy 
Means reduc'd to Hardſhip; Miſery, and Diſhonour: O cou'd I have 


foreſeen this curſed Chance, by Heaven I woud much ſooner with my 


own Hands have rooted. out this Tongue, cer it ſhou d. liave entreated 


ſuch 


1 
1 
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ſuch a Condeſcenſion. No more, my Prince, reply'd the generous 
Maid, ceaſe to diſtract me and your ſelf with theſe unneceſſary Griefs; 
your Honour and your Love ſtand both unqueſtion'd in my Heart; 
and as to this unlucky Chance, which *twas not in the Wit of 'Mer- 
ral to foreſee, or conſequently to prevent, tis moſt unjuſt in you far- 
ther to lament it, than as the Bar to our preſent Happineſs; for as 
to the Inconveniencics which I ſhall ſuffer from it, believe me, Mu;/:- 
dorus, while T am with you, my Soul can ne'er be ſenſible of any; 
and, be aſſur d, nothing but Death ſhall ever ſeparare us: Your 
Titles, Honour, and your Kingdom, are Trifles which T ne'er eſteem'd, 
but as they might hereafter be the Pledges of Reconciliation to my 

Father, and juſtify my Conduct to the giddy Multicude, who know 
no Way of Judging but by thoſe exterior Merits : As I am a Prin- 
ceſs, and one Day muſt in all Probability rake the Charge of others, 
I think it neceſſary, as far as in me lies, to juſtify my own Behavi- 
our to thoſe for whoſe Example Fate has placd me; but ſince mali- 
cious Fortune has caſt a Cloud over my once ſhining Honour, with 
this Reflection I ſhall dauntleſs front the Conſequence, that my own 
Conſcience is entire ly free from Blemiſh ; and as to the Inſinuations 
of the ill. judging and the envious Crowd, they are not worth my No- 
tice. But, my deareſt Prince, continu d ſhe, this is no Time ro ſpend 
in Repetition of our Truth and Love to one another, which I hope 
now needs no Confirmation; but to conſult what Meaſures we ſhall 
take to ward the coming Evil, and make it the leaſt formidable; 
and ſince we know not what Difficulties are preparing for us; I beg 
you wou'd inform me how I ſhall behave wich regard to you; and 
whether I ſhall own you what you are, or if you {till think it neceſ- 
fary to ſtand conceal'd, Maſidorus was a good while doubtful, whe- 
ther it wou'd not be more advantagious to them both for him to own 
himſelf the Prince of The//aly ; but then reſlecting, that in all Proba. 
bility that muſt diſcover Pyrocles, ſince Fame had never nam'd 
them ſeparate, with ſonie Confuſioh, for feat the Princeſs ſhou'd 
reſent another's having the leaſt Share in his Concerti, he told 
her all Pyrocles Story; as alſo, that they had long agrecd, that if 
they ſhou'd ever find it neceſſary to own themſelves of ſuperior Bitth, 
that he ſhou'd take upon himſelf the Title of Palladius, Prince bf The- 
ria; and Pyrocles, that of Daiphantus, Heir of Lyciu. | 


*Tis not, continued he, that, while he holds the Figure of a Wo- 
man, he will ſtand in need of any Name but that which he fo long 
has gone by; but ſince our Flight I know not whar Determination 
he may have taken; and as it certainly will be leſs conducive to your 
Honour, that you truſted your Perſon with a Shepherd than a Prince, 
that Name will ſerve as well to farisfy your Father, wich Refpect to 
his Ambition, as that of Muſidorus, till my Friend's Fate is ſo far ſet - 
tled, that I may, without doing him Injuſtice, own my ſelf 
8 ed 
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ed Heir of Theſſaly ; and if that Title ſhould fail of Intereſt ſufficient 
to prevail upon your Father to pardon and approve my Love, 
Nature, I hope, will prompt him to uſe you tenderly, nor throw 
you out from his Paternal Care; and if a Victim muſt be offer'd to 
appeaſe his Indignation, my Death will ſurely ſatisfy; and if that 
is inevitable, by thus concealing my real Name, I ſhall continue 
faithful to the Promiſe which I made Pyrocles; and beſides, my ten- 
der Mother will not know before her Death the Pangs occaſioned in 
a Parents Boſom, by the untimely Ruin of an only Son, and paſs the 
Remnant of her Days in hourly Expectation of my Return to chear 


her * and cloſe her dying Eyes. 


The Princeſs liſtened attentive to his Requeſt ; and giving him her 
Faith and Word no Tortures ſhould prevail upon her to diſcloſe him, 
ſhe fel] into ſuch an Agony of Paſſion, that like the weeping Niobe, 
ſhe ſeemed almoſt diſſolved in briny Tears; till her fond Lover, ta- 
king her in his Arms, with a thouſand ſoothing Arguments, pre- 
vailed upon her to mitigate her Griefs, and for awhile entertain that 
neceſſary Flatterer, Hope; till about Midnight a welcome Slumber took 
Poſſeſſion of their tired Minds, and gave them at leaſt the Reſpite of 
Inſenſibility, till at the Morning Dawn they were awaked by their 
rude Watch, who, at a little Diſtance, had kept continual Guard a- 
bout them all the tedious Night, nor ventured to cloſe their Eyes, but 
kept themſelves ſtill waking with recounting what valiant Deeds they 


had performed, and what they merited from the King and State. 


Thus boaſting of their great Performances, they remounted the Roy- 

al Priſoners, and purſued their Journey; when Maſidorus reflecting, 
that it was not the Part of true Wiſdom to ſit down tamely under any 
Evil, without making every Eſſay to remove it, in the moſt familiar 
Manner he thus addreſs'd himſelf to his rude Guardians: 


« AAY ;Friends'and Fellow-Travellers, for ſo my Withes term you, 


115 and if you ſuffer the Dictates of Judgment to prevail, I think 


& that Name will be your Due; you muſt be ſenſible that no Man 
<< ever yet engaged in any Action, without propoſing ſome advanta- 
* geous End, to which it is directed; which Purpoſe he purſues till 
& he finds it will not anſwer the Pains he takes to attain it, or elſe an- 
other offers that appears more eligible ; that you propoſe fome Be- 
- © nefit in what you now are doing, by your unwearied Diligence to 
* compaſs, I to my Coſt experience; I therefore would entreat you 
© to inform me what View you have in carrying the Princeſs and my 
« {c]f back to her Father? Pardon, cries One; Rewards, reply'd An- 
other. Well, ſaid the Prince, grant you ſhould compaſs both; tho 
te be aſſured, my Friends, thoſe Things are in their Natures oppoſite; 
c for whoſoever ſues for a Pardon, acknowledges a Fault committed, 


« and that Prince who grants a Pardon to a Rebel, uncoubtedly will 


think 
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will chink he has ſufficiently rewarded him for any Act of Duty 


which he ought to have performed without the Hope of any Re- 
compence: But, however, ſuppoſe, I ſay, that you ſhould compaſs 
both, yet if I ſhould propoſe another Method, by which you may 
equally receive the Good which you propoſe upon a certain Foot, 
without running the leaſt Hazard, I doubt not but your Wiſdoms 
will prompt you to accept it; for who is unacquainted that ir is 
more deſirable not to ſtand in need of Pardon, than even to enjoy 
it; for as it carries with it an Aſſurance of a Life preſerved, ſo it 
muſt neceſſarily ſtand as a Nota Bene that Death has been defer. 


ved; and beſides, the Hazard you muſt run of a deep Revenge 


whenever your Princeſs holds the Reins of Government, which one 
Day ſhe muſt be in Poſſeſſion of, you will continually be ſſouted by 


your Neighbours, as Men ſtill under the Cenſure of the Law. The 


more honeſt Part of the Arcadians will avoid all Converſation with 


you; your Children will be reputed infamous, and their Blood taint- 


ed by their Fathers Crimes; and every flight Fault you may here- 
after fall into, will be enhanced and cenſured much more ſtrongly 


for your paſt Guilt. Theſe Evils, Im very certain your Prudence 
muſt foreſee; and to avoid them, tis but to change your Courſe, and 


inſtead of carrying the Princeſs back, guard her to the Place where 
the deſigned to go; and there, upon the Honour of a Man, you 


ſhall find as plentiful a Country, the ſame Language uſed, and the 


ſame Manners followed; and inſtead of an ignominious Pardon, we 
ſhall both of us in Juſtice be obliged to acknowledge our ſelves 


Debtors to you for every Thing which we hold dear in Life; and 


for Reward, be Judge yourſelves, whether it is not much more like- 
ly that you ſhould receive it there, where you have never injured, 
but, on the contrary, obliged with all your Power, than here, 
where the Merit of the Action will be ſunk in Duty, and that Duty 


blemiſhed by the Tincture of your former Faults. By all that is 
held ſacred, I here proteſt unto you, that there is not a Gentleman 
in all the Kingdom that ſhall be preferred before you; you ſhall a. 


bound in Riches, Eaſe, and Pleaſure, nor be neceſſitated poorly to 
ſubmit to a forced Mercy; tis you alone, of all the Arcadian Peo- 
ple, thar ſhall have the Glory of continuing ſtedfaſt to your late 
valiant Undertaking, and not come under a ſhameſul Death, for 
bravely ſecking to preſerve the valuable Liberty of your Fellow- 
Subjects, and the worthy Name of Patriots ſhall with Jullice be aſcri- 


bed to you and your Poſterity. a 
Theſe artful Words and gilded Promiſes wrought ſo powerfully in 


their Minds, who not conſider'd any Action but for the Advantage ic 
wou'd bring them, that they began to waver, and ſome of them clap- 
ping their Hands, and ſcratching of their Heads, ſwore the Advice 
was good, and that the Gentleman ſpoke well: Ortlizrs, who thought 
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themſelves much wiſer than the reſt, were for capitulating what par- 
ticular Encouragemements they ſhou'd meer, what Subſidies they ſhou'd 
pay, and whether they muſt ſend for their old Wives, or be allow'd 
the Privilege of new Ones where they were going. Muſidorns pro- 
mis'd them that they ſhou'd make their own Conditions ; which fo 
wrought upon them, that moſt of them turn'd their Faces back: But 
having by this Time reach'd the Plain that encompaſs'd the Lodges, 
they at a little Diſtance ſpyd a Troop of Horſe, which made full 
Speed towards them; their Coward-Hearts, prompt ever to receive 
the Allarm of Fear, upon that Sight, miſgave them; and forgetting 
all Mu/idorus' Promiſes, and their late ſanguine Hopes, they chang'd 
their Purpoſe, and again re aſſum'd their Way towards the Lodges, 
with Songs and Shouts of Joy, until the Horfemen were come up with 
them; who, being that Party which Phi/anax had order d out to ſeek 
the Princeſs, were in a Maze who they ſhou'd be, which, in that Time 
of general Mourning, dreſs d in that publick Manner, profeſs'd a Tri- 
umph, and wore the Lawrel Wreath of Victory, when Ruin and Con- 


fuſion put on ſuch a threatning Aſpect. But ſoon as they approach d 


them, they knew the Princeſs ; and overjoy'd that they had mer her ſo 
unlook'd for, they demanded her of her rude Guard; who, willing to 
have the Delivery of her to the King, for ſome Time reſiſted them, 
but ſoon were overpower'd ; and the Officers hearing who they were, 
immediately deſtroy d them, as Men who had forfeited all Claim to 
the Protection of the Law; and beſide, that they rhemſelves mighr 
unrivalld bear the Glory of taking the Royal Fugitives, whom with- 
out many Words they led directly back ro Philanax, and met him juſt 
as he had left the Princeſs Ph/oclea's Chamber, and had overtaken 


Pyrocles, whom he had before deliver'd into Cuſtody. When Pyro- 


cles by Chance caſt up his melancholly Eyes, and faw his Friend ſo 
unexpectedly his Partner in Chains, his Grief and his Deſpair return' d 
with double Tides of Woe ; and believing it very poſſible that that might 
be the laſt Interview Fate wou d allow them, he ruſh'd with Strength ſu- 


perior from his Guard, and catching Muſidorus in his eager Arms, and 
| ſtraining him with a maſculine Embrace, My Friend, cry'd he, my 


ever dear Palladius, now is the Time arrivd for us to prove the ri- 
gid Diſcipline of Virtue, which we have both been train d in: Perhaps 
this Over-Meaſure of Calamity is but to try our Fortitude, and prove 
our Reſolution ; if ſo, with Patience ler us await the ending of the 
Storm, nor voluntarily ſuffer our Minds to be the Slaves of Fortune, 
however Providence may for a Time permit her to inſult us. My 
deareſt Daiphantus, reply'd the Prince, finding by his Dreſs his Sex 
no longer was a Secret, receive my utmoſt Gratitude for the affectionate 
Advice you give me, which, be aſſur d, had I no other Motive, your 
great Example would prompt me to purſue. Philanax, finding them 
ſo intimate, ſuffer d him to proceed no farther, but immediately be- 


gan to examine them apart; but finding them poſſeſsd of fo much 


Reſo. 


4 
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Reſolution, that twas impoſſible for him to get any other Information 
from them than what they pleas'd to give him, he deliver d them both 
back into the Cuſtody of a Nobleman nam'd Sympathus, to whom be- 
fore he had given the Charge of Pyrocles, leaving a faithful Servant of his 
own, on whom he cou'd rely, to watch their Actions, and give him a 
true Account of every Thing that paſs'd between them. Whoever has 
experienc'd the Pangs which ſeize the Hearts of parting Lovers, may 
* eaſily ſurmize the Shock it gave the Fair Pamela, to find her ſelf thus 
eruelly divorc'd from all on Earth ſhe valu'd ; but reflecting, that 
it was neceſſary for her Honour to ſubmir to it, till her Behaviour 
could be clear d, ſhe reſoly d to ſtifle her riſing Griefs, nor ſuffer any 
Sign of Paſſion to appear but in her Eyes, which eagerly purſued the 
Lord of her Deſires till he was paſs'd their Sight; and then, with 
Mien majeſtick, turning to Philanax, ſhe commanded him to lead 
her to the King and Queen, that to them ſhe might account for her 
ſt Actions. Philanax, with a forc d Reverence and reluctant Duty, 
which he thought himſelf obliged to pay her as his Maſter's imme- 
diate Heir, tho' he deſpis'd her late (as he eſteem'd it) diſhonoura- 
ble Manner of Proceedings, related to her all that had paſs d; not 
that he believ'd her unacquainted with the black Story, but that ſhe 
might not have the Excuſe of Ignorance to plead, Great as her Spi- 2 
rit was, and perfect Miſtreſs, as in the general ſhe had ever been, of 
Reſolution, this ſtrange Recital fill'd her Soul wich Horror, and ſhock'd 
her every Senſe ; Compaſſion rook Place of Anger and Reſentment, and 
for ſome Moments ſhe ſtood with Arms a- croſs and Eyes rivetted to 
the Earth, till ſtreaming Tears gave Vent to her Concern ; and recol- 
lecting how neceſſary it was for her to be her ſelf in ſuch an Exigence, 
ſhe ſummon'd all her Reſolution, and ſternly looking upon Philanax, 
demanded of him by what Authority he treated her with ſo much 
Inſolence, as to ſeize her Perſon, when, as immediate Heir to her 
dead Father, ſhe was his undoubred Succeſſor, and then ſole Princeſs 
of Arcadia? Philanax reply'd, in Vindication of himſelf, That her 
Highneſs cou'd not be then to learn, that by the Arcadian Laws ſhe 
cou'd not take the Regal Power upon her, till either ſhe had rcach'd 
the Age of One and Twenty Years, or elſe her Perſon was diſpos d in 
Marriage. Why then, ſaid ſhe, by the latter Title I claim your juſt Al- 
legiance ; for know that I am married, and to one that will expect a 
ſtrict Account of every unwarrantable Liberty you take with me; 
therefore, for your own Sake, I wou'd adviſe you to render me my 
due Authority, nor ſtay till I exert That and your merited Puniſhmenc 
together. Now the Almighty Powers forbid, cry d Philanax, in- 
flam'd with Rage, that our Arcadia ſhou'd be the Dowry of ſuch a raſh 
Engagement; bur ſoothing the Violence of his Paſſion as much as he 
was able, he told her, It wou'd be neceſſary for the State to enquire 
into her Choice; and beſides, they were as yet unſatisfy d in relation to 


her Father's Death, which, according to the ancient Laws and Starures , 
of 
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468 Fr Philip Sidney's ARC ADA, 


of Arcadia, was that Day to be enquir d into, cer the Royal Body was 
remov d for the Interment; that once paſt, ſhe ſhou'd receive what 
cer Obedience the Laws allotted her, offering his carncſt Prayers to 


Heaven, chat ſhe might acquit herſelf better, and with more Prudence, 


in her Management of the Publick, than ſhe had done in the Directi. 
on of herſelf. The Princeſs diſdained to anſwer his injurious Accy- 
ſation; but turning from him to the People, ſhe would have made a 
Speech to them, but that Phi/anaxr, fearing it might occaſion ſome * 
Diſturbance, and prevail on them to mutiny in her Behalf, and fo pre- 
vent that Vengeance which he ſo earneſtly deſired ſhould be executed 
upon his Maſter's Murderers, prevented, it by immediately carrying 
her up to the Lodge, whercin her Siſter was before confined, ſetting a 7 


ſtrong Guard upon it, and leaving them bereft of every Satisfaction, 


but the melancholly one of condoling one another's Woes. 


And now the broken State, disjointed and unhinged of its Support, 
was falling into Confuſion, and a dangerous Diviſion. The People, 


unexperienced in the Arts of Government, knew not how to rule, nor 


had they whom to obey : All of them foreſaw, and by Turns progno- 
ſticated every Evil that can befall a Government; but few knew how to 
remedy them, or even propoſed a Method to prevent them: A Thou. 
ſand different Rumours were ſpread abroad concerning the King's 


Death, and there were ſcarce Two People joined in the ſame Opinion; 
Tome of them were for having the Conſtitution entitely changed, and 


ſuffered no more. to be a Monarchy ; but even thoſe that were for 
that Scheme could not agree in it; for ſome were for imitaring the 
Lacedemonians, and being governed by a few choſen Senators : Others 
approved the Athenian Management, where the Peoples Voice bear 
the chief Authority; but theſe were only ſome of the Talkers who 
were for having a Hand in the Settlement, tho' they were incapable of 
naming any likely Method : But the more judicious of chem, and who 
came neareſt to the preſent Purpoſe, well knowing themſelves a Peo- 
ple not to be managed without a Prince, were thoſe who ſtrove whom 
they ſhould nominate ; many were for Pamela's taking immediate 
Poſleſſion ; others, enraged that ſhe had abandon'd her native Coun- 
try, were inclined to Fhiloclea; and there wanted not thoſe among 
em, who propoſed Gynecia's being releas'd, and made Regent till Pa- 
ela could be honourably married: But there was but a Hand-full of 


all theſe pur together, in Compariſon of thoſe, who, having ſo long ex- 


perienced the wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration of the ever faithful Phi/a- 
nax, were for having the Royal Power inveſted in his Hands: But the 

rincipal Part of the Nobility, who had long envy'd the Favours 
which Baſilius heap d upon him, did ſtill more diſdain ſuch an En. 
creaſe of his Authority ; for before they could eaſily ſlur over his 
Greatneſs, with pretending a Defe& in the Prince's Judgment, which 


he had ſo palpably proved in the Regard he ſhew'd Daeras; bur 
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if now the Prinee's Judgment of him ſliou'd be confirm'd by the Peos 
ples Voice, lat cou'd they object to ſuch a ſpeaking Proof of Me- 
rit: Therefore they wou'd agree to any Thing rather than his Pre- 
ferment ; and what ſtill drew their Envy more upon him, was, that 
he himſelf as much withſtood the Honours they deſign'd him, as his 
worſt Enemy, ſtill perſiſting moſt zealouſly in his Deſire of Juſtice, 
and that Revenge which he thought due to his Maſter's Murderer, 
and which lie believ d himſelf bound to do: Bur as to the Fixing 
of the Government, he look'd upon himſelf to have but a ſingle 
Voice, only that Voice he wou'd employ to the utmoſt of his Judg- 
ment for the Publick Benefit, | | | 


But among all the Noblemen belonging to Artadia, tliere was none 
that had more publickly oppos'd the growing Honours of the juſt 
Philanax than one Tymautus ; a Man of middle Ape, extreme in his 
Ambirion, placing his whole of Happineſs in flattering Greatneſs and 
vain Ambition, not caring by what Methods he attain'd ir, nor itick- 
ing at any Villany to bring about his Purpoſes ; of a bright and ſhining 
Genius, if he had not ſufferd it to be entirely ſubſervient to his un- 
bridled Paſſions; cunning to inſinuate himſelf into the Favour of his 
Followers, tho it was only wich a View to make them ſerviccable to 
himſelf: Virtue, in his Opinion, was nothing more than Name, and 
only proper to be us'd in order to make a ſpecious Shew, and fur- 
ther his vile Deſigns; moſt inſupportably haughty and inſolent to his 
Inferiors, and as ſervilely ſubmiſſive to his Superiors, tho' in his Heart 
he envy'd and abhorr'd them. Thus qualified to play the thorough 
Hypocrite, when firſt the Aſſembly mer, finding Philanax's Intereſt 
ſo powerful with the People, he thought it wou'd be moſt for his to 
join in with him; tho his Pride was ſtrong againſt ir, yet his Am- 


bition, ſtill predominant, got the better of that and every other Paſ- 


ſion; and with all the large Profeſſions of true Friendſhip which 
Falſhood ever moſt profuſely offers, he propos'd to him that he ſhou'd 


have his Choice in Marriage of the two Siſters, ſo he wou'd bur join 


in gaining him the other, and then they might equally divide the 
Kingdom ; adviſing him to prefer his own ſubſtantial Good before 


a little airy Fame, which in the Smoak of Envy is ſcatc2 confpicu- 


ous: But Philanax, who had limited his Thoughts ro what he 
judg'd right, and was not upon any Temptation to be byaſs' d from it, 
receiv'd this Offer with Diſdain; and peremptorily refuſing it, threa- 
tend him, if he encourag'd any ſuch preſumptuous Thoughts, that he 
ſhou d ſeverely find the Smart of it. Tymautus, ſtung with this ſe. 


vere Reply, abruptly left him, determining to leave no Stone un- 


turn d to ruin and depreſs that Virtue, which his abandon'd Soul 
eſteem d the greateſt Crime he cou'd be guilty of; but covering his 
Deſigns till a more convenient Hour ſhou'd offer for the bringing 


back Pamela, which he thought the likelieſt Step that he cou'd take 
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4750 Sir Philip Sidney's A&cAnia, 


ro compaſs his own Purpoſes, and ruin thoſe of his Adverſary, he 
went, and ſummoning together that Part of the Nobility which he 
knew bore the moſt Inveteracy againſt Philanax, he began in an ela- 
borate Harangue to inveigh againſt his Proceedings, putting the moſt 
malicious Interpretation upon his every Action; telling them, ic was 
more than Time they ſhou'd exert themſelves, nor ſuffer a Subject, 
and their Equal, to make Juſtice the Cloak of Tyranny, and a pre- 
rended Love for his late Maſter end in the Deſtruction of his Children: 
Do you not plainly ſee, continu'd he, how far the Infection ſpreads, and 
what a numerous Herd of Raſcals he has influenc'd, who with their 
tainted Breaths already proclaim him their Lieutenant, and wou'd no 
Doubt pronounce him Prince, but that his Cunning fears Things are 
not ripe for that? As for us, becauſe he is too ſenſible we are not 
to be brib'd into his Intereſts, therefore he endeavours to make us 
odious to the People: Is he the only Favourite of Arcadia? Ts ſhe 
become a Step-Dame to all her other Children, that ſhe reſerves the 
choiceſt of her Bleſſings for him alone? If we are Men, let us ex- 
ert our ſelves, nor poorly thus ſubmit to be commanded by one that 
is or ought to be himſelf ſubſervient ; let us by Proof convince him, 
thar we are far more worthy to be his Maſters than he ours ; for, 
be aſſur d, he is not ſo eager upon the preſent Buſineſs, with any De- 
ſign to reſign his Power: Can you imagine that he woud dare ro 
make himſelf the Jaylor of his Princeſs, but with a Purpoſe to become 
either her Mafter or her Murderer 2 A wondrous Proof indeed of his 
Affection to his dead Maſter, that out of that Regard he owes his 
Memory, he wou'd deſtroy his Wife and diſinherit both his Children! 

That ſingular Modeſty which he has all along ſo much affected, 
now ſhews itſelf, nor does his Pride riſe higher than the Diadem! 
No, no, believe me, he has but couch'd to riſe at once; but let us 
all wiſely agree to diſappoint his Hopes; let us remember who we 
are, in Quality at leaſt his Equals, in Numbers his Superiors ; ler us 
releaſe our Queen and Princeſſes from his tyrannick Power, nor leave 
them longer under his Authority, who by his Proceedings appears ra- 
ther as he were himſelf the Murderer of the King, than a fit Perſon 
to be the Guardian of his Poſterity. This Speech ſunk deeply into 
the Minds of the Nobiliry, who were before enough inclin d to har- 
bour any unjuſt Suggeſtions againſt Fhilanax; inſomuch that moſt 
Part of them confirm d Tymautus Reflections, and were very ready to 
put his Advice in Execution; when Philannx preſented himſelf to 
them, and in an aſſur'd tho a reſpectful Manner, begg d them to poſt- 
pone all private Animoſities till the publick Neceſſities of the Times 
were anſwer d; he own'd himſelf a Man, and conſequently ſubject 
to the Frailties of his Kind, and that he wou'd at any Time be very 
ready to ſubmit them to the Cenſure they deſervd; for as it was entirely 
his Aim to have the ſtricteſt Juſtice pur in Execution againſt others, 
ſo he ſhou'd be ay far from — it himſelf: But, my Lords, 
continued 
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continued he, for your own Sakes let not rhe envious Railings of Ty- 
mautus, who would without Remorſe remove the Burthen of his Faults 
from his own Shoulders, and place them on another's, fo far prevail 
upon you, as to taint my Character in your Opinions, until my Acti- 
ons anſwer his vile Surmiſes: But the Purpoſe of my Comming is nor 


now to juſtify my ſelf, or prove him what he is, there will be time 


enough for that hereafter; our clearing or condemning is not at this 
preſent Juncture material to the Welfare of Arcadia: What J have now 
to inſiſt upon, is, that in Regard both to your private Honours, and that 
Duty which you owe your Country, you would immediately, anſwera- 
ble to the Laws, join in the Detection and the Puniſhmencs of our Ma- 
ſter's Murderers, and putting the Wan, into a proper Channel. 


hn he was s ſpeaking this laſt Sentence, chore came a Meſſenger, 

running with breathleſs Haſte, to inform him that a great Number of 
People, in a tumultuous Manner, were endeavouring to reſcue the Pri- 
ſoners out of Hmpathuss Hands, and ſeemed as they deſigned to pro- 
claim them Rulers over them. Tis well, ſaid Phz/anax, turning to- 
wards the Noblemen with an Air of juſt Diſdain, this is a very pro- 
per Time to waſte in Wrangling, and hearing the idle Slanders of 7y- 
mautus, while Strangers become our Maſters, and the Murtherers of 
Baſilins fill his Throne: But whoſoever deſerves the Epithet of a true 
Arcadian, let him follow me: With that, he went towards the Place 
where the Tumult was, attended by a vaſt Number of the Commoners, 
and ſome of the Noblemen, the reſt remaining with Tymautus; who, 
in the mean Time, was puſhing vigorouſly to releaſe Cynecia, upon 
whom the weakeſt Guard was placed. 


When Philanax had reached the Tent, whither the Meſſenger con- 
ducted him, he found the Plain about it fill'd with Uproar and Con- 
fuſion ; which was occaſioned by the following Accident. 


# The greateſt Multitude of People, who, upon the Rumour of the 


King's Death, came to prove the Truth of it, were the Mantineans, 
that being the neareſt City to the Lodges. Among theſe, che Man 
the molt poſſeſs d of Power, and the People's Love, was Kalauder, who 
ſome time before had entertained ſo generouſly the two Princes; and 
tho he was not ſo much as acquainted with their Names; yet, beſides 
the Obligations he was under to them for the Deliverance of his Son 
and Nephew from the bloody Helots Power, he had taken ſuch a Fan- 
cy to their Perſons, and was fo charmed with their noble and gene- 
rous Behaviour, that not his only Son had a greater Share in his Af- 
fection. This Nobleman by Accident went in to fee rhe Priſoners ; 
and the Moment that he caſt his Eyes upon them, he was ſeized wich 
rhe utmoſt Sorrow, joined with an earneſt Zeal for their Deliverance ; 
inſomuch, that calling all his Neighbours, the Mantineans, round a- 

bour 
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bout him, he ſet ſorth the Proweſs of theſe two excellent young Men; 
telling them, that rhe Gods had much more happily provided for their 
Welfarcs than they could poſſibly have done for themſelves ; bidding 
them to conſider, that when they had done all, Baſilius Children mutt 
inherit; and ſince they had choſen Partners worthy of them, and to 
whom no Mortal could object, he ſaw no Reaſon why they thoald im- 
piouſly attempt to fruſtrate the Deſigns of Providence, and crols the 
Inclinations of their Princeſs, when fo worthily beſtowed. Theſe Ar- 
guments he backed with many others ; which coming from a Man of 
his known Integrity, high in Authority, and of ſo near Alliance to 
their late Prince; had ſo much Influence upon the People, that with 
one Conſent they were juſt going to releaſe the Princes, when Phila- 
24x came to oppoſe them: Both Sides were ready armed, and wanted 
but a Commiſſion from their Leaders to enter into a bloody Conflict; 

which Philanax foreſeeing, he thought it would be more adviſeable to 
remove the Priſoners privately; and if it came to that Neceſſity, rather 
without the Publick Form of Juſtice to diſpatch them, than ſuffer 
them traiterouſly to uſurp the State: But he met with a freſh Oppo. 
ſition in that Deſign ; for Sympathus, the Nobleman to whoſe Charge 

they were committed, was ſo affected by that Nobleneſs of Soul they 
ſhew'd in every Difficulty, that tho' he would not ſo far forfeit his 
Word to Philanax, as to give them their Liberty, yet he would not 
venture to yield them to his Power, for fear his Zeal ſhould urge him 
on to do them Violence. Thus each Tumult begot another; and 51. 
{anax was drove to ſuch a Strait, that with all his Wiſdom, Faith and 
Courage, he knew not how to extricate himſelf, or ſave his Country 
from Anarchy and Ruin; when unexpectedly there arrived a Gentle- 
man, who told him that his Maſter, che renowned Euarchus, King of 

Macedon, intending a Viſit to King Baſilius, his Friend and old Ally, 
was then within half a Mile's Diſtance from the Lodges; where, being 
informed by ſome Shepherd of their King's ſudden and melancholy 
Death, and having been long advertiſed of his Faith and the Authority 
he bore, had ſent to know of him, whether he might repoſe himſelf and 
{ſmall Retinue with an Aim of Safety for that Night, and be ad- 
mitted to aſſiſt at the Interment of his ever - valued Friend and old 
Confederate; adding, that the Arcadians nced not be apprehenſive of 
any dangerous Attempts, ſince he had not above twenty Perſons in hig 
whole Company. Philanax received the Gentleman withvas much Ce- 
remony as the Confuſion of the Times would ſuffer him to pay; and 
conſidering that it would not only be ungenerous, and againſt the 
Law of Nations, not to receive a Prince then in Alliance with them, 
and who came to viſit them upon a Foot of Friendſhip, but very dan. 
gerous to provoke his Power; and beſides, the Fame he bore of being 
skilled in all the Laws of Equity, and the adminiſtring them with the 
greateſt Juſtice, gave him Hopes that he might be the happy Inſtru— 
ment of redreſſing the preſent Grieyances the State groaned under; 
yer, 
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yer, weighing with himfelf how hard it was to bridle the many-headed 
Moulcirude, when once the Reins were loog'd, he thought it more adviſe: 
able to ſift them firſt, and try whether they would agree to ſuch a Deter- 
mination ; therefore deſiting the Gentleman to return to the King his 
Maſter, and beg him to ſtay an Hour or two where he was, rill he 
could get Things in a little better Order for his Reception, he 
went himſelf firſt ro the Noblemen, and then to Kalander and 
his Followers, Who the moſt oppoſed him, deſiring them, that as 
the Night had interpoſed, and happily prevented them from falling 
into the unnatural Diviſion” of a Civil War, that they would ver 
a little longer poſtpone their Rage, and, aſſembled promiſcuouſly to- 
gether, give him a patient Hearing, till he ſhould lay before them 5 
| Matter of ſome Conſequence, which might contribute to their mu- 

tual Peace: Man, tho” by Nature fond of Novelties, is never half 
fo cager to entertain them, as when the Mind is agitated with a Diſ- 
truſt of its preſent Fortune; and therefore, a mutual Diffidence Ha- 
ving render d them ſuſpicious of certain Ruin, they were ſoon per- 
ſwaded to attend to any new Propoſal which might alter, if not diſ- 
ſipate, their Fears; and more eſpecially the better Sort of People, who, 
as they had moſt depending, were moſt jealous of their Fortunes, 
and were already grown as weary of following Tymantus Ambition, 
as they were before uneaſy and envious againſt Philanax's Power. 
As to Kalander and Sympathus ; as in the one a virtuous Friendſhip, 
ſtrengthen'd by true Judgment, occaſioned his Deſire of advancing ; 
and in the other, natural Humanity had inclin'd him to: commiſerate 
Merit oppreſs'd, which ſhone conſpicuous to every imparrial Eye in 
our two unhappy Princes ; ſo they were far from being againſt rhis 
Convocation : for as their Wiſhes and Intentions were all laudable, 
ſo they not at all avoided the juſtifying them publickly. Only 7y- 
mautus laboured with all his Art to inveigle them from ſuffering ſuch 
an Aſſembly to be called; telling them, that ir was Time for them 
to ſtop their Ears againſt the inſinuating Charms of Philanax's deceit- 
ful Words; that it wou'd be much more for both their Honour and 
Advantage to releaſe Cynecia and her Daughters, which were the only 
proper Perſons to be heard, and then he wou'd agree to have a Gene- 
ral Meeting call d, and ſettle the Quiet of the Nation; that this Pro- 
poſal of Philanax's was only his Cunning, to embroil ou in freſh Di- 
ſturbances, that he might avoid anſwering for his own Miſmanage- 
ments. But as theſe Words were utter'd with more ſeeming Malice, 
than any juſt Grounds he had of Accuſation againſt that uncorrupted 
Stateſman, ſo they affected none but ſome few partial Hearers; the 
Multitude in general fixing their Attention to what Phanax intended 
to propoſe, who with a ſteady Countenance, the outward Repreſen- 
ration of an honeſt Heart, thus addreſs'd himſelf to them: | 


1 My 


988 
1 
* 


S 


474 Sr RN ONO LARIAIRED 


My Friends and Fellow. Countrymen, believe me, tis with much Re- 
gret that IJ am drove to a Neceſſity of reminding any of you of that 
Duty which you owe your Prince and Country; nor can I yet be- 
lieve you wou'd proceed in this tumultuous Manner, unleſs your 


judgment was mifled, ſeduc'd by falſe Appeatances: You imagine 


this Method will be moſt conducive to the Settlement of the State 
bur, truſt a Man grown old in anxious Studies for the Nation's Peace, 


theſe wild Proceedings will entirely disjoint it, and if perſiſted in, prove 


the Prologue to laſting Ruin and inextricable Evils : I could not once 
have been perſwaded to believe, that thus you wou'd with more than 
ſavage Inhumanity have refus d your Maſter's Bones, who never in his 
Life-time injurd you even in Thought, a Refuge in the Grave; and 
what is ſtill more monſtrous, ſuffer his Murderers to fit upon his Throne: 
Bur 'tis not my preſent Buſineſs to enlarge or dwell upon your Crimes, 
I rather wou'd extenuate them, and ſhall be very glad to have an Op- 
portunity of forgetting they ever were committed; Providence now 
offers you a happy Means by which to ſteer your ſelves ; the great, 
the good Euarchus, King of Macedon, our late gracious Monarch's 
moſt favourite Ally, not knowing of our irreparable Loſs, is this Night 
arriv'd at a little Diſtance from the Lodges, attended by only twenty 
Horſemen, intending to have made a private Viſit to our King: 
I perſwade my ſelf there is not any one among you whoſe Ears has 
not been made acquainted with the Praiſes Fame beſtows upon this 
virtuous Prince; and ſince we can't agree among our ſelves, by Rea- 
ſon of the many Factions which are hatch'd among us, to his impar- 
tial Judgment let us truſt our Cauſe ; let him decide the Manner of 
the King's Obſequies, inflict an cqual Puniſhment upon his Murder- 
ers, and direct the Marriage of the Princeſs ; both Wiſdom and Ex- 
perience is in him replete ; ſo great, that not the beſt among us can 
diſdain to pay Obedience to his Decrees ; and ſo juſtly fam'd for E- 
quity, that we have no Inconvenience to fear from a too partial Judg- 
ment: Therefore To-mortow let us requeſt him to fill the Judgment- 
Seat; and fince our Laws require that the King's Murderers ſhould 
be puniſh d before the Body is interr d, Im may after that proceed 
to ſolemnize his Funeral. 


When Philanax firſt nam'd Euarchus Landing, there ran a Rumour 
thro' the People, as if taking Advantage of their Confuſions, he was 
come to invade their Liberties, and make himſelf Maſter of their 
Country ; but when they heard how weakly he was attended, their 
Fears was huſh'd, and they were very ready to comply with Philanax's 
Propoſal: Sympathus firſt gave his Voice, and was follow'd by all 
the Noblemen; nor did even Kalander oppoſe ir, nor believing but that 
the ſtricteſt Juſtice wou'd be follow'd by a Prince who bore ſo great 


a Character ; only Iymantus, ſill blinded by the falſe Rays of his 
Ambition, 


Ambition, alone attempted to influence the people "gain this happy 
Oſter, exclaiming againit Phi/anax, and telling them they now might 
ſee what kind of Man they had to deal with, who for a Bribe wou'd 
betray his Country, and ſell it to a Stranger: but, to his Coſt, he 
found that his ſingle Oratory only ſerv'd to pull that Ruin on his 
own Head which he deſign'd for others; for the People, rir'd with 
their unproficable Diviſions, of which his Inſinuations had been this 
greateſt Source, and now having in their View a Harbour of Repoſe, 
they were inveterate againſt any Body that wou'd attempt to inter- 
poſe and bar the pleaſing Proſpect; and had not Philanax's Good- 
neſs interpos d, they wou'd undoubtedly have depriy'd him of the 
Power to renew farther Commotions; ; for flinging Stones and Staves 
at him, they had well-nigh maim'd him, but that he flew to Philanax 
for Succour; who, tho' he abhorr'd his Principles, yet bore no Hatred 
ro his Perſon; and beſide, ro make the People their own Judges, he 
thought was an ill Precedent; and thetefore he took him into his 
Protection, promiſing them to ſecute him from making any farther Up- 
roar; and having taken a general Oath of all the People, that during 
the Minority of the Princeſs, or till Affairs were ſettled, they ſhould 
yield a ſtrict Obedience to Evarchus, ſo far as his Commands were 
not in Oppoſition to their Laws and Liberties, attended by moſt 
of the Nobility, he went with ſolemn Pomp to meet that gallant 
Prince, whoſe coming to Arcadia was occaſion'd by the following 


Accident, 


When 2 miſerable Prince the ever wretched Plangus departed 
from Baſilius, with no greater Force than was ſufficient to guard him 
to Euarchus, he made the greateſt Speed towards Byzantium, where 
he heard that Monarch, having finiſh'd all his Toils of War, by gain- 
ing of the Town, had for ſome Time made his Place of Reſidence ; 
but having well-nigh reach'd the Town, he receiv'd Intelligence that 
Euarchus had not only ſome Days paſt left that Place to go to Mace- 
don, but fince was oblig d with ſome Precipitancy to viſit that Part 
of his Dominions which lay towards 1zaly, his haſty Journey being 
occaſioned by the Latines; who having already got into their Poſle(- 
ſion, partly by Conqueſt and partly by Confederacy, the moſt conſi- 
derable Moiety of [zaly, had long gap'd with inſatiate Jaws to deyour 
Greece ; and taking Advantage of the Abſence of Euarchus and Ba. 
fulins Ne the whole Strength of Greece lying in Effect upon 
them Two, tliey were juſt ready, with injurious Gripe, to ſeize upon 
ir, which after they deſign d to juſtify, and gloſs it over wich the 
ſpecious Name of Conqueſt : And tho they had not made their Pur- 
poſe known by proclaiming an open War; but, on the contrary, made 
daily Affirmations of continuing their former Amity ; yet by clande. 
ſtinely abuſing the Merchants that traded to thoſe Parts, and conti. 


nually preparing Ships and Tranſports for conveying Soldiers to foreign 
Parts, 
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Plangus having thus diſpatch'd his Buſineſs, and impatient to hear 
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parts, gave Saber who was perfectly ecpetienc d in thoſe Affairs, 
Suſpicion of their Purpoſes, and that induc d him to prepare againſt 
it; yet wiſely determining, that a judicious Monarch ſhould never ac- 
cept of War, till preſs'd upon him by the boiſterous Hand of rude Ne- 
ceſſity, he reſolvd to hold them ſo long his Friends, as they did not 
by Acts of avow'd Hoſtility openly prove themfelves his Enemies: 
But however, in the mean Time, he fail'd not to warn the other States 
of Greece, that they might unite their Strength, and be provided 
againſt the worſt might happen; convincing them by many unan- 
ſwerable Reaſons, that tho' by the Diſtance of Place ſome of them 
might think themſelves perfectly ſecure from the firſt Approaches 
of the Storm, yet being embark'd in the fame Ship, they in the 
End muſt ſink together; enfotcing this Advice with his own Ex- 
ample, leaving no Caution uncſlay'd in his own Territory which 
was proper to withſtand the moſt vigorous Invaſion ; putting all his 
People in Readineſs to expect a War, levying new Forces, and 
employing the old experienced Veterans to train and exerciſe the new 
ones, againſt a Time of Danger; in Perſon viſiting cach of the Sca- 
ports belonging to the Nation, fortifying the Coaſts, and ſtrengthning 
the Garriſons ; and, in ſhort, omitting no Preparations, leaving Ptoof of 
his Conduct ad Experience wherever he pafs'd, he had now reach'd 
Aulon, a principal Sea-port belonging to his Realm, whither che 


wretched Plangus, fatigued and weary with his yet unprofitable Jour- 


ney, and eager to meet ſome Succour for the fair diſtreſs'd Erona, 
traced him; and by a fad, tho eloquent Narration of his Childrens, 
Death, called home his Cares from fencing againſt Foreign Enemies, to 


repel the Inſurrections of ungovernable Paſſions in his own Breaſt. The 


Recital of an Accident ſo dreadful, fill'd every indifferent Heart with 
Horror and Concern ; how then muſt it effect Euarchus, to whom Na- 
ture had not made one of theſe Princes deater, than Merit and Tncli. 
nation had the other? My Pen, altho' innur'd throughout this long 


Narration to Tales of Hortor, and Accidents of a ſurpriſing Nature, 
is yer too blunt to expreſs, with lively Juſtice, the Shock it gave the 
good old King : Imagination muſt therefore ſupply the Force of Words ; 


where Expreſſion is too faint, in ſuch a Cafe Silence is the beſt ee 
cory: Nor did the King himſelf attempt to expreſs his Griefs, bur 
received the dreadful Tidings with Patience ſurpriſing as the Acci 

dent, conqueting the Weakneſs of Humanity with more than TITAN 
Fortitude ; and taking perfect Directions of Plangus where he might 


find Per and Artaxia, he gave him his Royal Promiſe not only 


to relieve Erona, but nevet to return to Macedon, till he had hunted 
the Murderers into their own Toils, and there deſtroy'd them. Thus 
with rhe utmoſt Speed he forwarded a Ship to Byzantium, with Or— 
ders to the Governor, that he ſhould make the neceſſary Preparations 
of a War againſt his Arrival, for that he intended very ſoon to follow, 


in 
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in what Condition his dear Erona ſtood, bege'd the King's Per- 
miſſion to depart with the firſt Ship; and ſoon after he was gone, 
News was brought Euarchus, that all the Merchants Ships de- 
tain'd in Italy were ſafe return d; for the Latines, being apprized of 
the King's Caution and Readineſs to receive them, thought it better 
to poſtpone their Enterprize, at leaſt till he was more unguarded. 
Thus being entirely freed from the Apprehenſions of a Storm blowing 
from that Quarter in the Fleet prepar'd for That, he without Delay 
embark'd, and turn'd his Sails towards Byzantium ; for ſome conſi- 
derable Time, with favourable Gales, he made his Way ſwift as his 
Wiſhes; but one unlucky Night a dreadful Tempeſt overtook his 
Fleet, and ſo rudely ſcatter'd them, that hardly any two were left to- 
gether; the King's own Ship, quite ſeparated from its Convoy, a lit- 
tle before Day quitted the ungenerous Treatment of the Waves, and 
made the Shore, which the Morning Dawn inform'd him muft be the 
unhappy Coaſt of Laconia, for no other Country by Barrenneſs and 
Deſolation cou'd give ſo dreadful an Example of an unnatural War, 
wich which the Boſom of it had long been wounded, between the He- 
lots and the Nobility; for tho' it had once been compounded by 
Daiphantus, yet the King taking Advantage of his Abſence, refus'd 
to perform the Articles of Peace he had engag'd for, as being ex- 
torted from him by rebellious Violence: Whereupon they were again 
enter d into a bloody War, with ſo great an Inveteracy againſt the 
very Name of King, that Euarchus thought it very unſafe to truſt his 
ſacred Perſon where he had no Power to protect him, and where that 
Title wou'd create no Reverence, bur on the contrary Averſion and 
Contempt; therefore calling an Areadian, who by Plaugus Order 
 ſtay'd ro conduct him to the Place, he deſird he wou'd inform him 
where he might find the neareſt Place of Safety, in which hz cou'd re- 
poſe himſelf in Security, till he heard ſome Tidings of his Fleet, or 
had got his Ship repair'd. The Gentleman, proud of this Opportu- 
nity of ſhewing his Reſpect both to Euarchus and Baſilins,. told him, 
that if he would venture to travel to Arcadia, part of which Coun- 
try then lay open to their View, he wou'd undertake c er the next 
Night's Setting- Sun, to conduct him in Safety to Baſilius: The pre- 
ſent Neceſſity he labour d under, added to the Deſire he had of en- 
deavouring to influence Baſilius to remove from that ſtrange and im- 
politick Retirement, made him readily accept of this Propoſal ; and 
by Night arriving in the Deſart, the firſt News he heard was, to his 
great Concern, of his ſurprizing Death; and therefore, waiting for a 
ſafe Paſſport from Philanax, he in the Interim took his Repoſe under 
a Tree, diſdaining no leſs than his meaneſt Subject to make the 
Earth his Pillow, and the Heavens his Canopy. When Philanax 
came within Sight of him, he light from off his Horſe, approacking 
him with not only that Reſpect due to his Merit and Superiority, 
but with all che Humbleneſs which Grief naturally creates in any hu- 
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mane Breaſt. Euarchus roſe ind went to meet him, but at © neat 
Approach, his Years and Gravity ſo much reſembling his dead Ma- 
ſter's, brouglit him ſo lively to his Memory, that for ſome Time he 
ſtood collected in himſelf, and had no Power to begin his Speech; 

but at length drying up his ſwollen Eyes, Moſt worthy Prince, cry 4 
he, let not theſe falling Tears make me 7 wg; below your Notice, 
nor my Meſſage prove ungrateful to your Ears, ſince they have a no- 
ble Cauſe, and ſuch a one as Juſtice muſt approve : In me you do 
behold not only the Affliction of a ſingle Perſon, but the united Sor. 
rows of Arcadia; my Eyes overflow with the full Meaſure of my 
Country's Woes, and know, moſt mighty Prince, it reſts in you alone 
ro calm their Griefs, and mirigate their Sorrows : Behold a Kingdom, 
but late the Envy of each neighbouring Nation, torn and CisJointed, 

bereft of its Support; and that ſo ſudden and unexpected was the 
Blow, that ſhe has no breathing Time to reſiſt the Shock, or form a 
Method to ſecure her from impending Ruin: To you, thivelors, moſt 
puiſſant Monarch, ſhe commits her Cauſe ; by me ſhe begs your Pity 
and Protection; your Equity, renown'd thro' all the habitable World, 
contending factions ſue to be adjudg'd by: Diſdain not then the OE. 


fice, but as a Man, compaſſionate the Weakneſs of your Fellow-Crea.. 


tures, and, as the Miniſter of heavenly Juſtice, be the Scourge of moſt 
unnatural Crimes, which tainted Minds have harbour'd. To make 
my Meaning yet more conſpicuous, know, that our Arcadia heartng 


of your unhop'd Arrival, have agreed to fling into your equitable: 


Hands the Power and Office of its diſtracted State; {wearing moſt 
ſtrictly to adhere to all your juſt Decrees, provided the Right of In- 
heritance be ſtill maintain d to their late Prince's Blood; nor wou'd 


they longer requeſt your Arms from your own People, than till your 
Wiſdom ſhall have taken Cognizance of their Demands, ſettled the 


Commotions which now foment the Bowels of the Common-Wealth, 
and ſhake it with convulſive Agonies : All that I have more to offer, 
is, that upon your Anſwer to this our earneſt Prayer, depends the Quiet 
and the Lives of Thouſands, who for the Confederacy they have ſo 
long maintain'd unbroken with your Majeſty, in this Neceſlity, which 


ſome oppreſſes them, ask not from you the Expence of Treaſure, or 


Hazard of your Subjects Lives, but only the Diſpenſation of your 
Wiſdom, which you can well beſtow on them, without diminiſhing 
ought from your ſelf, or your own Subjects; but, on the contrary, 
an Act of ſo much generous Humanity, muſt, if poſiible, enhance 


| your Glory, and encreaſe your Fame. 


Euarchus heard him out with great Attention; but his Requeſt be- 
ing ſo wholly unexpected, he cou'd not form an Anſwer ſo readily as 
he wou'd otherwiſe have done; but recollecting that the Urgency of 
their preſent Cauſe requir'd a quick Dif} patch, after a "Ur Pauſe, he 


thus reply'd : in ; 
Moſt 


— 
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| Moſt worthy Philania, tho Length of Years, and the Viciſſitude 
which frail Mortality is hourly ſubje& to, has given me Experience 
almoſt ſufficient. to guard me from Surprize of any Kind ; yer the 
ſudden Change this Nation has ſuſtain'd, and more eſpecially that 
ſhou'd ſo accidentally arrive at ſuch a Juncture, I own, gives me a 
Concern which I cannot very eaſily ſuppreſs : I came to ask Protec- 
tion, and in a Moment find my elf ſu'd to, for the Protector of a 
People to whom I am perſonally unknown, and whoſe Laws and Cu- 
ſtoms as yet I am not made acquainted with: I might with Juſtice 
urge againſt this Propoſal, thar Weakneſs both of Mind and Body, 
which Length of Days and the Load of Cares they unavoidably bring 
with them, as alſo the preſſing Neceſſity of my own Affairs, to which 
as I am by all Rules moſt ſtrictly tyd, ſo without the urmoſt Incon- 
venience they cannot long bear the Delay my Abſence muſt neceſſa- 
rily occaſion. But ſuppoſe I ſhould be prevail d upon to diſpenſe with 
all the Difficulties which oppoſe, what Aſſurance can I have of the 
People's adhering to their firſt Requeſt > A little Time may poſſibly 
make them retract that Partiality they have receiy d for me, and 
turn it into the moſt ſevere Abhorrence; the People are a many- 
headed Multitude, and generally too boiſterous to be guided by a 
ſingle Hand; and whoc'er has once entangled his Fingers in the 
Rein, muſt find a Difficulty to draw them back : Therefore, give mo 
to know upon what Security 1 am to build, that I accordingly may 
frame a Reſolution ſuitable to both. 


Philanax Was 75 far from declining his Requeſt, upon the Unwilling- 
neſs Euarchus ſhewed to accept it, that he was ſtill more eager to preſs 
it upon him, well knowing that the moſt skillful Pilot is {till the moſt 
unwilling to venture in a Storm: Therefore, anſwering all his Obje- 
Ctions with the moſt Art that he was Maſter of, he prevailed upon 
him to accept the cumbrous Office ; but with this Promiſe, that he 
ſhould find it the Reſult of the People's calmer Judgment, and not the 
Effect of Heat or ſudden Faction. This agreed to, they ſtrait mount. 
ed their Horſes, and haſted ro the Lodges; where, late as it was, 
the People with watchful Eyes were ſtill aſſembled, waiting the Event 
of Philanax's Embaſſage, none of them believing that the Affairs of 
the Nation could be negociated without their particular Concurrence, 
nor caring to truſt any Security but their own Eyes and Ears for their 
much dreaded Safety; but when they ſaw Philanax returned, with 
Enarchus at his Right Hand, on whom they had now reſted the great- 
eſt Burthen of their Fears, with Shouts of Joy, and Ecchoes of Ap- 
plauſe, they gave him Cauſe to know how welcome he was to them; 
for had he been a Native of Arcadia, and his Veins glowing wich 
Royal Blood, they could not have received him with greater Demon- 
ſtrations of Aﬀedtion and Reſpect, each of them ficiving, who ſhoul 


pay 
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pay him the firſt Compliments ; ſome praiſing his Face, others his ma- 
jeſtick Mein and goodly Gravity, promiſing themſelves that nothing 
bur Juſtice could proceed from ſuch an awful Form; while he paſſed 
thro' them with an equal Air, neither appearing to diſdain their Cour- 
teſies, not yet influenced by their Flatteries, but with a fixed Behavi- 
our diſmounting from his Horſe, he demanded a Convocation immedi. 
arely to be formed; which accordingly was done with as much Order 
and peaceful Silence, as would have made any Spectator of the late 
Tumult have. diſtruſted their Eyes and Ears, nor have believed that 
this could be the late diſordered Multitude, that with reſiſtleſs Vio- 


lence bore all beſore em. | 


EZuarchus being ſeated in the View of all the People with graceful 
and commanding Mien, he thus addreſſed them; Moſt worthy and re- 
nowned Arcadians, T atn informed by that worthy Patriot, rhe good 
Lord Philanax, that with one unanimous Conſent you have choſen 
me, tho* far unwotthy of the Office, to be your Guardian and Pro- 
tector till your Diſturbances are quieted, the Regal Power ſettled— 
Here he was interrupted by the People, who with one Voice aloud 
confirmed the Embaſſage with Shouts and ecchoing Huzza's, giving him 
all the honourable Titles they were capable of imagining, and load- 
ing him with Wiſkes happy as his own Defires, till he made a Motion 

for them to be filent, and then proceeded : After my Thanks for the 
great Opinion which you have entertained of me, I would entreat you 
not to raiſe your Expectations to too high a Pitch, ſince what T am 
you have as yet no Proof, and I may poſlibly fall very ſhort in Wiſ- 
dom, tho' Juſtice, as far as I can find her dark Retreat, I promiſe 
ſtrictly to purſue; yet ſtill, T fay, you muſt remember I am but 4 
Man, and conſequently ſubject to thoſe Errors which humane 
Reaſon, in its ſtrongeſt Light, does ſometimes fail of Power to diſſi- 
pate. Another Thing 1 have to urge, which is, that ſince, by the 
united Voice of all the People, you have thougt fit on me to reſt che 
Burthen of your Cares, that you wou'd weigh impartially all my 
Proceedings, nor with raſh Judgment, byaſs'd by former Prejudices, 
refuſe to obey my Orders and Decrees, unleſs you ever oppoſe a bet- 
ter Judgment to them. This affur'd, I in Return give you my Royal 
Promiſe, that with the utmoſt Nicety of Juſtice, as far as IT am learn'd 
in Nature's general Laws, and the particular Ones which govern 
Greece, and which IJ have made my more immediate Study, that 1 
will not only take Order for the puniſhing paſt Offences, and ſettling 
the preſent Poſture of Affairs; bur, if Occaſion ſhall require, J will 
employ the Force and Treaſures of my own Country, to fix you in 
a laſting Peace, In the mean Time, the firſt Order I ſhall publiſh, is, 
that upon Pain of the ſevereſt Puniſhment, no Man preſume to name 
me by any higher Title than Protector of Arcadia, that there may be 
no poſſible Pretence for any of my Succeſſors ro lay claim to that 
Authority, 
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Authority, which by a free Election you have for the Time being 
depoſited in my Hands, and which before you all I make a ſolemn 
Vow to render back, ſoon as the Regicides are convicted, and Judg- 
ment paſſed upon them, the King's Body interr'd with proper Honours, 
and a lawful Succeſſor appointed. The firſt of theſe important Bu- 
ſineſſes, your Cuſtoms requiring ſuch Diſpatch, I ſhall defer no long- 
er than till ro Morrow s Sun ſhall chaſe the Power of Darkneſs, and be 
a Witneſs to our Determinations ; therefore at preſent you may return 
to your needful Reſt, that you may be the better able to give your 
due Attention in theſe important Matters. ZAuarchus Speech was clo- 
ſed with che Applauſe of all the People, when Philanax, who had pro- 
vided him a Lodging as convenient as the Times would ſuffer, en- 
treated him to retire after his long Fatigue ro that Repoſe which of 
Conſequence Nature muſt require. The King retired, the People 
gave their weary Minds up to the Power of refreſhing Sleep, The 
Night being far ſpent cer Matters were brought to this Concluſion, 
the Morning ſoon arrived; when Euarchus, ſeeing the Day begin to 
break, and being defirous to wing the Juſtice he had promiſed, ſent 
for Philanax, and bid him give immediate Orders for the Place of 
Judgment to be prepared; and ſoon as the People, who were not yet 
fully diſpers d, could be convened together, to bring forth the Pri- 
ſoners and the King's Body, he having been informed that it was cu- 
ſtomary in ſuch Caſes for it to be expoſed only covered with a Velvet 
Pall, until the Perſons accuſed of committing rhe Murder ſhould be 
acquitted or condemned; the Law poſſibly preſuming that ſuch a Sight 
would make the Judge more eager to detect the Criminals. Philanax, 
who now imagined that Revenge, which he ſo earneſtly deſired, was 
drawing near, went with all Diligence about the Preparations. And 
now tis poſſible the Reader may be anxious to know how the wronged 
Innocents, confined to their Apartments, ſpent the weary Night. 
There never yet was Tyrant that exerciſed his Rage with half the 
Cruelty upon the moſt deteſted Object, as the afflicted Queen purſu- 
ed her Soul with, after her conſcious Guilt was loaded with the ſud- 
den Horror of her Husband's Death; for tho' ſhe had not been the 
ptemeditate Occaſion of it, yet as Heaven had made her the Inſtru. 
ment, ſhe thought the ſhocking Office was aſſigned her as the Pu- 
niſhment of her intended Guile : This Thought inceſſantly boiled 
in her troubled Boſom; and more particularly when Philanax had left 
her cloſely conſined, and attended by nothing but her own ſcourging 
Reflections: A glimmering Lamp, half loſt within the hollow Socket, 
was all the Light allowed her; which, to a Mind perplexed with a 
thouſand dreadful Apprehenſions, was juſt ſufficient to raiſe the Idea 
of frightful Spectres, and not enough ro let her plainly ſee they all 
proceeded from Imagination. The heavy Preſſure of her increaſing 
Woes, began to fink the Ballance of her Judgment; Deſpair, with all 
its greedy Train of ſelf-devouring Fiends, had taken Poſſeſſion of her 
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Soul, and quite o'erpowered the ſtrongeſt Efforts of her Reſolution | 
nor could ſhe in her Agonies forbear blaſphemouſly to charge the hea- 
venly Powers with being inſtrumental in her Ruin: Why, O ye im- 
mortal Gods! cry'd ſhe, why did ye form me deſtin d to Deſtruction! 
If Mercy is an Attribute juſtly aſcribed to you, why do you permit 
a Wretch of your own creating to be thus cruelly tormented ! If you 
delight in Goodneſs, why would you not impart a little of that 
Brightneſs to my Mind! Or if it is not in my Power to attain it with. 


out your Gift, why am I thus ſeverely plagued for the Want of it! Ts 


it in mortal Weakneſs to reſiſt your firm Decrees | Thus heightening 
her Griefs till Fancy grew too powerful for Nature, ſhe was perſuaded 
ſhe ſaw a thouſand airy Spectres, that changed themſelves into as ma- 
ny hideous differing Forms, and heard the Cries of Ghoſts confined to 
helliſh Agonies ; then would ſhe ſhrick aloud, and call for Aid; and 
in her Phrenſy, had ſhe the Means, ſhe would at once have freed her 
ſelf from all the Terrors that ſurrounded her. At length, her Spirits 
were fo far ſpent, that a little broken Sleep o'ertook lier; bur her 


Dreams were ſtill, if poſſible, more tormenting than her waking 


Thoughts. She feared her coming Death, and yet deſired it: Thus 
ſuffering more in Apprehenſion than the Event could make her feel, 
ſhe paſſed the reſtleſs Night. Nor were the wretched Princeſſes at 
Eaſe; but as their Minds were free from Guile, they bore their Sor- 
rows more compoſedly ; and had a Satisfaction none could rob them 
of, a quiet Conſcience : Beſides, they had the Comfort of Society, 
and beguiled the weary Hours with condoling each other's Sorrows ; 
for tho' before Shame and a Diſtruſt of their own Determinations had 
kept them from betraying their Councils to each other, yet now they 
found their Fortunes equal, they no longer attempted to diſſemble ; 
but after ſome time ſpent in lamenting their Father's ſudden and un- 


expected Death, they began from their firſt Engagement with the two 


Princes to lay open the Secrets of their whole Amour; and finding 
their Fortunes ſo much upon a Parallel, the Friendſhip of the two 
Princes being ſo linked, that the One could not be undone without the 
Other's falling, they renewed afreſh their Lamentations, till having 
ſpent a great Proportion of the Night in theſe unprofitable Sorrows, 
and reflecting that in all Probability the Lords would the next Day 
proceed to their Examination, they employ'd the reſt of it in writing 
to them, hoping by their own immediate Arguments to awe them into 


Juſtice, and influence them not longer to retard it. 


In the mean Time Pyrocles and Muſidorus, finding themſelves under 
ſo ſtrict Guard, that they had nothing leſs to expect than a ſudden 
and ſhameful Execution, did behave in ſuch a Manner, as if they ra- 
ther trambled upon Neceſſity than were the Slaves of Fortune; the Sum 
of all their Griefs turning upon the Ruin they had drawn upon the 


| helpleſs fair Ones, and their Concern for the Deſtruction of each o- 


ther: 
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other: O my Pyrocles, ery'd Muſidorus, to what a Scene of Woes am 
I referv'd ! Our Theſſaly has been the Road to your Deſtruction ; for 
had not That unhappily receiv'd you, this Accident had ne'er befallen; 
you wou'd not then have truſted to the uncertain Mercy of the Seas, 
nor thus been ſeparated from your. tender Father: With what Ju- 
ſtice then may I allow my ſelf to exclaim againſt malicious For- 
tune, fince ſhe only gave my Country the Honour of Pyrocles 
Education, that it might be the curſed Clue to guide him to 
his Ruin? Nay, interrupted Pyreties, tis IJ have Reaſon to quar- 


rel with my ſelf, my Fate, and envious Fortune; and that much i 
more on your Account than on my on, ſince the Honour of 


your Friendihip has diffus d on me a Hoard of Bleſſings, while from 
me you derive nothing but this ſevere Affliction, and of which T was 
the curs'd Occaſion: In my tendeteſt Years my perſecuted Parents 
ſent me to your Court, as a ſecure Retreat from Danger s cruel Gripe, 


where I met all the Advantages a generous Education could beſtow 


the Precepts were confirmd by your bright Example; and to confirm 
my Happineſs, I was honour'd with your Friendſhip : Now turn the 
Proſpect, and ſee how cruel Fate, Heaven knows, not my Ingratitude, 
has paid you back this wondrous Debt; twas by my Father's Means 
you left your native Land, which but on my Account tis poſſible you 
never might have done: What Ineonveniencies happend upon that, 


you too well know; *twas my unlucky Love, that firſt detain d you in 
this fatal Place ; and conſequently, if rhe Gods are juſt, on me the 


Puniſhment ſhou'd wholly light! Blame not the Heavens, my Pyrocles, 
cry'd Mujſidorus, for be aſſur d that they permit nothing to happen in 
this earthly Globe, without ſome wiſe unerring Reaſon to attend it; 


and ſure we are much ungrateful to their Diſpenſations, ſince all their 


Benefits we bury in Forgetfulneſs, and dwell perpetually upon the 
Hardſhips they impoſe : Let us reflect impartially on our paſt Lives, 
and we ſhall find the Good will far qutweigh the Evil; we have not 


only liv'd, but ſpent our Time in Services both to our ſelves and 


others; our Souls have perfectly anſwer'd the Purpoſe for which they 


were ordain'd, to animate this Clay; they have acknowledg'd and 


done theit utmoſt to honour their Creator; and, without Vain glory, 
we now may ſay, that we have been of Benefit to ſome of our Fel- 
low-Creatures, who more than probably wou'd have periſh'd with. 
out our timely Aid: Since then Eternity is not the Portion of us 
Mortals, while in Conjunction with this Clay, tis but a little Time 
that we ſhall loſe by ſuch a haſty Separation, which muſt have mer 
an End; That once arriv d, the paſt is nothing; and cou'd we {till pro- 


tract it, all we ſhou'd gain, wou'd be a larger Stock of Care and An- 


euiſh: Therefore, wrong not your own excelling Judgment ſo far, ag 
to imagine that you have injurd me, by bringing me to this Extre- 


mity; nor will IT farther ſuffer my own Weakneſs to lament your 


Fall, which tho' my Friendſhip wou d prompt me {till to do, yet thee 
| | wou' 
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wou'd be making your Virtue ſo ill a Compliment, thar I ſhall do my 

ſelf rhe Violence not to give Way to it. You might, my deareſt Cou- 

ſin, interrupted Pyrocles, with Juſtice too, have added to theſe wiſe 

Reflections, that if we murmur at our Fortune, or condemn our ſelves 

for what is paſt, we in Effect repine againſt the Paſſions which we 

bear for the dear Authors of it, as if the Joys they have a Power of 
diſpenſing cou'd be too dearly purchas'd! For me, I call the Gods to 

Witneſs, and J perſwade my ſelf you are of the ſame Opinion, that 

no Death, no Shame or Torments, cou'd er have Power to cancel 

that rcal and eſſential Happineſs T have enjoy'd (and which is paft the 

Power of Fate itſelf to rob me of ) with that injur'd heavenly Maid, 

the matchleſs PHiloclea. In any other Point, cry'd Muſidorus, T will 
allow you the juſt Preheminence which you deſerve, but in my Love 

I can't give Way to any humane Creature, ſince ſure my Heart glows 
with as bright a Flame as ever yet enlighten'd a mortal Breaſt, If, 

anſwer'd Pyroc/es, our Souls hereafter ſhall be acquainted with each 

other, this will be Matter of Debate, for that Diſpute I never will 

give up. I know not, reply'd Muſidorus, upon what Terms we ſhall 
be then, nor do I think the ſubtleſt Caſuiſt can inform us, but be aſ- 
ſurd I ne er will fail that Argument, while J have Power to ſupport it; 
but at preſent, the Moments are too precious to be ſpent in vain 
Diſputes, and rather ought to be employ'd in Conſultation how we 
may beſt avoid the Precipice which every Moment threatens to daſh 
us into everlaſting Ruin; or, what is more material, guard the two 
helpleſs fair Ones from falling into that we have unwarily dug for 
them ; which we can only do by raking the whole Matter on our ſelves, 

and ſtrenuouſly denying that their Conſents had any Share in it. 


Thus confirming one another in this generous Reſolye, they deluded 
the remaining Hours of the Night, entirely ignorant of every thing 
that paſs d without, altho' the friendly Kalander had took unwearied 
Pains to ſpeak with them, and give them Intimation who was to be 


their Judge; but the Guard that Phz/anax had placid upon them was 


too much attach'd ro him to ſuffer any Body to be admitted to them, 
and Kalander was at length oblig'd to give over the Attempt ; bur 
ſo far he prevaild, as to have their Cloaths and Jewels convey'd to 
them, wiſely judging that their Diſguiſe wou'd make them ſtill appear 
more odious to the People; and for that Reaſon, he had thar Night 


| ſent a ſpecial Meſſenger to Mantina for thoſe that at their Parting they 


had encruſted to his Care. This Preſent they receiv'd with as much 


Pleaſure as their melancholly Circumſtances wou'd admit, well know- 


ing from how ſincere a Friend they came; and dreſſing themſelves in 


| ſome that were anſwerable to a Prince's Fortune, determining to main- 


tain the Names of Palladius and Dazphantus, when their Birth and 
Fortune ſhou'd be call'd in queſtion, they ſpent the Remainder of the 


Night in conſulting how they ſhou'd beſt behave on the enſuing Day, 


which 
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which * rightly judg'd wou'd andoubtadly bring their Condemaa- 
tion or Acquittance along with it. 


. The Morn arriv'd, 1 ſent for Philanax, and deſir'd that the 
Throne from whence Baſilius us d to deliver Judgment might be drawn 
out upon the Plain before the Lodge, well knowing how much exte- 
rior Shew affects the Multitude ; that done, dreſs'd in a ſable Robe, 
attended by the Majority of che People, he aſcended it; he wou'd 
have ſeated Philanax, as the next in Power, on his Right Hand, but 
he modeſtly declin'd that Honour, ſaying, That ſince he was to be 
the Accuſer of the Priſoners, ic would: bur ill become him to fit as 
Judge. The next Point calld in Queſtion, was, Whether the Princeſſes 
ſhould be brought into the Court? but that alſo was oppos'd by Pi- 
 lanax, whoſe Love and Faith to his dead Maſter deſcended with am- 
ple Zeal upon his Children ; and as his Revenge was all pointed a- 
gainſt Gynecia, and the Princes, whom he look'd on as her Confede- 
rates, and the ſole Occaſion of the King's Death, as well as the Diſ- 
honour of his Houſe ; ſo he was much unwilling that any Shame 
ſhou'd fall upon their Youth and Innocence, and to prevent it, urg'd 
that their Preſence might poſſibly create freſh Uproars among the Peo- 
ple; nor did Juſtice require them to be put upon their Defence, till 
ſome Body had accus'd them: And as to the Princeſs Pamela, he aſ- 
ſur'd Euarchus, that it was not in the Arcadian Law to call her to an 
Account for any thing, alrho' the had not the Executive Power till Age 
or Marriage confirm'd her Title. This made known, Euarehus pro- 
ceeded to the the Tryal ; and the King's Body being laid before him 
cover'd with a Velvet Pall, the Queen and two young Princes were 
ſummond to appear in the Protectors Name; and that Title being on- 
ly given him, they were ignorant who was to be their Judge, but ima- 
gin d him to be ſome Nobleman choſen by the People, in their Ex- 
tremity to officiate in that Office. Gynecia was firſt led out, at- 
tired only in a Ruſſet Gown, with a long Cloak of the ſame Sort of 
Stuff thrown over it; a Hat ſhe wore upon her Head, which cover'd 
moſt of her Face ; her Eyes were caſt upon the Ground, which ſhe 
continually kept fix'd to avoid encountering Pyrocles, not that ſhe ſo 
much deſir d to ſhun him from a Senſe of her own Shame, as out of 
fear that ſuch an Intruder ſhou'd revive thoſe Sparks of Fire in her 
Breaſt, which with ſuch an Infinity of Pain ſhe had been endeavouring 
to ſubdue. The People were all affected with deep Compaſſion to 
ſee their Princeſs, a Lady whom late the Breath of fouleſt Envy cou'd 
not blaſt, now fallen from the Pinnacle of Honour, and ſunk into tlie 
loweſt Ebb of Shame and Infamy : But ſoon their Looks and Thoughts 
were diverted from that melancholly Object, by the Approach of the 
two other Priſoners ; Pyrocles led by Sympathus, was dreſs'd after 
the Manner of the Grecian Princes; and after him, conducted by an. 
other Nobleman, came Muſidorus, in a Habit magnificent enough to 
6 H ſtriko 
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ſtrike an Awe into the Multitude, which was their Buſineſs. As to 
Gynecia, the Pomp they had been uſed to ſee: her in, made their Com- 
paſſion riſe at ſuch a ſudden Turn of Fortune; and therefore the humbler 
ſhe appear d, the more theit Pity was excited: But the Princes being 
entire Strangers, and the People exaſperated againſt them upon Ac- 
count of the inhumane Act laid to their Charge, ſhould they have 
ſunk into an abject Wen n of en 82 1 _ Re we 
rais'd Ko ia 


Thus, esel to uſe all neceſſary Means to ſave their own and the 
much dearer Honour of the ſad Partners of their Misfortunes, and 
if they fail d, to meer Death with that Magnanimity with which they 
had ever fronted the moſt threatning Dangers, they march'd/boldly on; 
each feparate Beholder was mov d with Admiration at the perfect, tho! 
different Appearance of theſe two Maſter- pieces of contending Nature's 
Work. In Myuſidorus, majeſtick Nobleneſs fat awful on his Brow; and 
as he had gain'd a Year's Advantage of Pyroc/es in Age, his Heighr, an- 
ſwerd to that Difference; his Complection was a lively- Brown; each 
Feature full of inſinuating Grace ; his Countenance rather inclin'd to 
the ſevere, tho temper'd with a becoming Sweetneſs. Fyrocles was of a 
more refin'd Complection; a ſprightly Chearfulnefs ſhone in his Eyes, 
ſpight of the Cloud of Griefs chat interpos d; a ſoft inelining Air 
diffus'd itſelf throughout his pleaſing Form; and if the gallant My. 
ſedorus commanded more Reſpect, he ſtill created Love and Gentlenefs 
in any penetrable Breaſt. When they had ſo far reach'd the Centre 
of the People, that Muſidorus thought he might be heard by the Ma- 
jority, ſtill only anxious for the fair Pamela, with an exalted Voice 
he thus addreſs'd them: And is it poſſible, O ye Arcadians, that thus 
injuriouſly ye can forget that natural Duty which you owe your Prin- 
ceſs, the divine Pamela > Hath this hitherto happily govern'd Na- 
tion ſo ſoon forgot the Good that ſo profuſely has been diſpens'd among 
chem by her noble Anceftors > What is become of all that boaſted 
Faith and Loyalty, which has fo long prefervd you in Peace, and its 
Attendant, Plenty, and which has ſpread your Fame fo juſtly over all 
the Civil Nations of the World > Where is that Juſtice fled, by which 
the Arcadians have been fo long diſtinguiſh'd and pointed out to every 
neighbouring People, a bright Example of unſhaken Faith and Loyal- 
ty not to be alienated? Where is your Princeſs, ro whom in Ju- 
ſtice that Duty ſhould deſcend? Where is Pamela, that meritorious | 
Fair, whom Heaven, in Piry to your Wants, has given to your di- 
ſtrated Kingdom, and who has now the only Power of compoſing 
your unhappy Differences, and reftoring your former Quiet? But 10 
far are you from flying to rhis ſure Relief, that I hardly think you 
know what is become of that ineftimable Jewel, which no Age cou'd 
ever equal, or Nature go beyond: *Tis you your ſelves who unad- 
viſedly eclipſe that Sun, wn glorious Beams alone can guide you 


to 


Rp 
to Happineſs and Reſt ;* fling not away by one raſh Act your preat- 
eſt Treaſure and only faſting Good, nor ſuffer your ſelves to be the 
Inſtruments of'a few private Mens Ambition, who employ your Hands 
to place the Yoke on your own Necks. Thus, with inſinuating 
Speeches, he endeavour d as much as poſſible to influence the Multi- 
tude in Pamela's Favour; but by that Time he had reach'd the Judg- 
ment-Seat, he was pretty well ſatisfied by both Sympathus and the 

other who guided him, that the Aſſembly was far from deſigning any 
Injuſtice to the Princeſs, and that indeed they had nor the Power to 


injure her, whom they all unanimouſſy own'd their Sovereign Miſtreſs ; 


but that the Cuſtom of Arcadia deny d her the Privilege of acting till 
ſhe was farther advanc'd in Vears; and in the Interim, the State was 
to be guided by a Protector, before whom they were then going to 


receive their final Sentence. This Aſſurance eas d Muſdorus Heart of 


the moſt cruſhing Weight which had ſo ſore oppreſs*d it; but the ſtill 
anxious Pyroz/es, equally doubtful of his Phztclea's Fate, and who 
had not yet the leaſt Aſſurance of her Safety, as ſoon as he was plac'd 
before his Judge, in a ſuppliant Manner, tho' with Earneſtneſs be. 
coming the Importance of his Suit, he thus addreſsd him: 


Pardon me, O moſt honourable Judge, ery'd he, that uncommand- 
ed I begin to ſpeak ; nor think my Words vain or impertinent, ſince 
both to you and to my ſelf they carry with them Matters of the 
moſt ſtrict Importance; to you, who hold the Scales of ſacred Juſtice, 
nothing can certainly be more acceptable than Facts built upon Truth, 
and deliver d without the leaſt inclining to Partiality; to me beſer 
with Dangers, and environ d round on every Side with rude Calamity, 
what can bring me greater Comfort, than the diſcharging my over- 
| burthen'd Conſcience, by owning my own Crimes, and clearing of 
the Innocent: Know then, moſt equitable Judge, for ſuch I hope to 
find you, that the Princeſs Philoclea, on whoſe unblemiſh'd Virtue my 
evil Stars have deſtin d me to caſt a ſeeming Shade, however plau- 
ſibly ſhe may be accus'd, is free from the leaft Spot of foul Impurity, 


and wholly innocent of that Diſhonour which her Accuſers would ma- 


liciouſſy aſſert ſhe was by my Perſwaſions drawn into; but be aſſur'd 
in me is center'd all the Guilt: Whatever has been attempted, by 
Heaven and Earth I ſwear, was both began and perpetrated without 
her Knowledge ; and tho'T call the righteous Powers to Witneſs, and 
ſure I am not now in a Condition to load my Conſcience with the 
Weight of Perjury, that this faithful Boſom ne'er harbour d the leaſt 


Deſign againſt her Chaſticy ; yer Truth and Honour obliges me to 
own, that my coming into her Chamber at chat unſeaſonable Hour, was 


entirely without her Knowledge; this your o Wiſdom muſt prompt 
you to believe, that if I wou'd ſubmit to poorly feign a Lye, it ſhould 
be in my own Behalf. My Thread of Life is not yer ſpun to ſuch a 
Length, as I ſhould wiſh it broke ; but the conſcious Sting of 9 

| | Uilt, 


Modernis'd by Mee. 8 ANI. Ex. 487 


488 Nr Philip Sidney” Ss ARCADIA, 


Guile, joined to the Reflection how great a Loſs che World ants all 
, ſuſtain, ſhould ſuch a fair Example of Perfection be wrongfully remoy'd 
from their deſiring Sight, compels me to take upon my ſelf the Bur- 
then of thoſe Ills which J alone deſerve ; with Pity then behold an in. 
jured Innocent, whoſe Vertue, tho in it ſelf bright as the glorious 
Sun, is over-clouded with the Veil of foul Suſpicion ; let not her 
Charms be ſully'd by my raſh Imprudence ; Wiſdom and Juſtice both 
direct you to preſerve her, and take the heavenly Maid into your 
moſt powerful Protection: And further, I conjure you by all that you 
hold ſacred, that before another Step is taken towards our Proſecution, 
that you will determine in her Cauſe, and fave me from the Torture 
of Suſpence, which is far worſe than any Puniſhment ſevereſt Juſtice can 
impoſe. He had ſcarce urter'd theſe laſt Words, when his Requeſt was 
join'd by the general Voice of all the People, who having the moſt ſincere 
Affection for that meritorious Princeſs, were eager to know her Fate. Eu- 
archus, willing to oblige the People in Matters in themſelves indifferent, 
tho' he was far from being byaſs d by any Remonſtrances that could be 
made for or againſt, immediately endeavoured to know the Truth of 
the Princeſs's Behaviour in that Affair; and her Conduct being en. 
tirely clear'd by Pyrocles, and bur very faintly accuſed by Philanax, 
who really loved her as the Offspring of his Maſter ; and beſides, 
had nothing to alledge but Matter of Conjecture; yet Euarchus find- 
{Wl | ing by his Penetration, that ſhe muſt in ſome Degree have been to 
Wl blame, after a neceſſary Time for Deliberation, he pronounced, Thar 
. do repair the Honour of her Royal Houſe, which, if ſhe had not taint- 
ed in Reality, yet ſhe had at leaſt given the World Occaſion to ſuſpect 
ſhe ſhould, for the Remainder of her Life, be confined a Priſoner 
among a certain Set of religious Women, there by a Profeſſion of e- 
verlaſting Chaſtity to make Attonement for that wandring Fire that 
had miſled her Youth, and well-nigh drawn her into Infamy and 
Ruin. 


Altho' this Sentence for ever barred Pyrocles from being happy with 
the only Woman that had a Power to make him ſo; yet, next to the 
Poſſeſſion of her, it gave him the greateſt Pleaſure ; for by that he 
was not only aſſured of her Life's Safety, but that no other Mortal 
would be ſo infinitely bleſs'd as to ſhare her Perſon, or her Heart, 
ſhould ſhe forget his Truth, and never-ending Paſſion. This Sentence 
given, and recorded in the Publick Regiſter, that ic ſhould paſs with- 
out Alleviation, Euarchus commanded Proclamation to be made, that 
3 | l choſe who had any Thing to alledge againſt Cynecia, ſhould proceed, 
El both becauſe her Quality required that ſhe ſhould firſt be heard, and 
4 as ſhe was looked upon as the Principal in the important Cauſe then 
laid before him. Philanax immediately ſtept forward, and with an 
Air and Geſture that plainly ſpoke him thirſting for Revenge, he be- 
gan to expatiate upon the execrable Fact; but the wretched Queen ſoon 
in- 


* 
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; interrupted him : Stay, Philanax, 21 e no more gefle that ho- 
neſt Tongue with thoſe ſevere Reproaches with which thou att about 
to load a wretched Woman, and who was late thy Queen and Mi- 
ſtreſs ; let the Remembrance of my former Greatneſs inſpire thee with 
ſome Reſpect ; or elſe, the ſad Reflection how low I now am fallen, 
infuſe into thy Breaſt a generous Pity; let not thy wonted Goodneſs 
and Humanity degenerate ſo far as to inſult my Woes, and triumph 
in my Ruin: Without ſuch Uſage you ſhall be gratified in a moſt juſt 
Revenge, and yet not be the Inſtrument of ſore Oppteſſion to her, 
who, ſpight of thy Bitterneſs againſt her, values thee for thy unſhaken 
Faith to thy dead Maſter, I call the Almighty Powers to witneſs for 
me, that I ſpeak not this with mean Intent to obtain your Favour, of 
prolong a hated Life; no, believe me, that is a Boon no Terms ſhould 
ecr prevail upon me to accept; IT only am unwilling that my End 
ſhould be ſtill more imbitter'd with Injuries from ſuch an honeſt Mind ; 
J have been too ſevere a Judge over my ſelf, ro wiſh the influencing 
another; and my own guilty Conſcience is a ſeverer Torturer than 
any I can meet: Alaſs! whocer has felt the Anguiſh of Heart-rending 
Grief, or felt the cating Corroſive of ſharp Deſpair, will ne'er ſuſpect 
me of a Deſire to continue in thoſe Flames, or once imagine I would 
by any Means poſtpone that Death, which has alone a Power to give 
me Eaſe, and cannot plunge me into greater Horrors: Therefore, moſt 
upright Judge, attend, and here my black Confeſſion ; Tis I, and J alone, 
that am the curſcd Cauſe of the King's Death ; theſe impious Hands 
diſpens'd the Potion that wrought his End and my Undoing ; I have 
deſtroy'd my Prince, murder'd my Husband, betray'd my Country, 
and brought Diſhonour on my Children; this Parricide am J, and 1 
acknowledge it: What more, or greater Crimes could Philanax him- 
ſelf, with all his Zeal, have urged againſt me? There nothing now re- 
mains but that you appoint ſome Executioner to rid me of my Life, 
which elſe theſe Hands will be neceſſitated to bereave me of; all the 
Favour I have to ask, or would accept, is, that my Tortures may 
meet the End of Death, and that immediately, With that ſlie croſs'd 
her Arms, and motionleſs ſtood, attending the Judge's Anſwer ; but 
twas a conſiderable Time cer any Body could be heard ſpeak, the 
whole People joining in broken Murmurs, and deep Laments ; ſo much 
had the Queen's Behaviour affected them, and worked up in their 
Hearts a generous Compaſſion of her unhappy State; full well were 
they inclined to have given her immediate Liberty: But at length the 
Awe they bore Euarchus brought them again to that orderly Silence 
they before were in, and Wy with an inward Impatience they waited 
his Determination; who, having deeply ruminated on the Heinouſneſs 
of the Fact, and he Fulneſs of the Proof, and keeping his Heart full- 
ſtretched upon the Bent of Juſtice, not ſuffering it to be drawn by her 
affecting Words, his noble Mind enraged, at the wicked Actions, tho' 
coloured over in nc'er ſo moving Terms, and having for ſome Time 
| 6 1 = 8 n- 
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conſulted the principal part of the Nobility, and demanded their Con- 
currence, he pronounced the following Sentence: That whereas both 
in her private as well as publick Character ſhe had been a moſt noto- 
rious and inexcuſable Offender; in private, becauſe that Marriage is 
eſteemed the moſt convenient of all humane Laws, and from which 
Contract all Families, and conſequently Societies proceed; and that 
Union broke, nothing but Diſcord and Confuſion muſt neceſſarily fol- 
low; which Union ſhe had not only broke, but by the moſt unwar- 
rantable and barbarous Means; that ſuch a Crime forgiven, no Huſ- 
band wou'd be ſafe, nor Family ſecure of Peace: That in regard to 
the Publick, her Fault was ſtill of a much deeper Dye, having robbed 
them of their King, and probably involved the Kingdom in endleſs 
Diſcords and Diſputes. In Conſideration therefore of theſe execrable 
Treaſons, confeſſed by her own Month, and confirmed by divers con- 
curring Circumſtances, as well to anſwer the Decrees of ſacred and 
unerring Juſtice, and Accompliſhment of the Arcadian Statutes, as alſo 
that it ſhould ſtand upon Record as an everlaſting Warning to all 
Wives and Subjects, that ſhe ſhou'd be immediately convey'd to a cloſe 
Confinement, and there ſecured till the Day of the King's Burial ; 
at which Time ſhe ſhou'd be immured alive in the ſame Vault with his 
lifeleſs Corps, that ſo in his Deſtruction ſhe might meet her own, and 
that it ſhould be immediate Death for any Perſon whatſoever to convey 


her any Succour or Relief. 


This ſevere Judgment, for ſo at the firſt Hearing they believed it, 
was received by the whole Aſſembly with great Aſtoniſhment ; but 
when they joined to it the Weight of her Offences, the Ballance even 
they allow'd but upright : As to che miſerable Queen, ſhe had already 
fixed her Mind not only to expect, but long for this Event, as the laſt 
Relicf that her Deſpair could find ; and therefore ſtepping back, with 
her Countenance a good deal more compoſed, and her Mind more ar 
Eaſe than it had been before ſince the King's Death, ſhe offered her 
tender Hands to the Cord's ruder Gripe : But they had more Regard 
for what ſhe had been than to treat her like an abject Slave, however 
ſhe had debaſed herſelf, and only led her gently where her Feet moſt 
willingly convey'd her; none of her ſturdy Guard, tho* ſtill inured to 
Offices of irrelentleſs Jaller, could refrain from Tears; ſo much has 
Beauty in Diſtreſs a Power of moving the moſt harden d Hearts, and 


raiſing Pity from the fouleſt Cauſe, 


* 


Being brought into her Priſon, the Guard reliev'd and doubled to 
ſecure her till the appointed Time for her Execution, they left her to 
the Scourges of her Conſcience, which were far more cutting than 
any they cou'd have impos' d. Thus this unhappy Lady, after having 
for five and thirty Years paſs'd Life without a Blemiſh on her Honour, 


cr one ſingle Stain upon her Conſcicnce, except her violent and irre- 
| ſiſtleſs 


* 


ſiſtleſs Paſſion for Zelmane, was by that rapid Current carry d thro' 
the Stream of wild Deſire, till loſt in the Abyſs of Guilt and ill-requited 
Love, ſhe gave her ſelf a voluntary Prey to ſure Deſtruction; and ſo 
fallible is human Judgment, that to compenſate for only an intended 
Fault of a much ſmaller Dye, ſhe brought Diſhonour on her ſelf and 
Family, by falſely owning of a Crime which in her greateſt Heat of 
Paſſion her Nature wou d have ſtarted at the mention of, and which, 
had ſhe conſider'd juſtly, her Wiſdom, added to her Innocence, wou'd 
very ſoon have clear'd her of, ſtopp'd the wide-gaping brawling Mouth 


of Calumny, and even blunted the the ſharp-pointed Sting of foul Su- 


ſpicion, which like the piercing Lightning deſtroys, without giving 
us any outward Means to trace the Wound. 

The Queen's Affair being thus diſpatch'd, and ſhe remoy'd, Euar- 
chus again demanded of Fhilanax, whether he wou'd himſelf be the 
Accuſer of the two young Priſoners, or find ſome other to lay the 
Allegations down againſt them, and fit according to his Place and 
Quality, as an Aſſiſtant in the Judgment > Philanax reply d, as he 
before had done, That there was no Man that cou'd fo juſtly and ſo 
fully prove their Crimes as he; and therefore he inſiſted upon doing 
this laſt Piece of Juſtice to his dead Maſter's Memory, and then he 
would reſign all publick Buſineſs, fince he was gone for whom alone 
he bore the Burthen of the State. This ſaid, he roſe and ſtood be- 
fore the Judgment-Seat, and being ready to give in his Accuſation, 
the Princes were commanded to tell their Names; who anſwer'd, ac- 


cording to their Agreement, that the one was Daiphantus Prince of Ly- 
cia, and the other Palladius Heir of Iberia. This ſaid, they demand- 


ed by what Authority they were to take their Tryal, ſince they were 
not only Foreigners, and conſequently without their Laws, but abſo- 
| lute Princes, and ſo beyond the Power of any Laws? The Reply 
was made them, That the Arcadian Laws were to take Place againſt 
any Perſon found within Arcadia, ſince Strangers had a free Liberty 
to examine into the Cuſtoms of the Country before they made them- 
ſelves Inhabirants of it; and they cou'd not expect a general and 
| beneficial Law to be broke, on the Account of any particular Perſon, 
much leſs a Strapger and a Foreigner, ſince in a Time of Danger his 
Service cou'd neither be expected nor exacted. As to their being 
Princes, the Belief of that ſtood only on their bare Aſſertion; and 
ſince they had already in ſo many Points fallify'd their Words, they 
cou'd not reaſonably hope to meet with Credit: Bur even ſuppoſing 
that were true, Arcadia had no Obligation to treat them any other- 
wiſe than as private Men, ſince they cou'd neither by Relation or Al- 
liance to the Royal Blood, claim any Privileges in that Region; and 
therefore, if their Offences ſhould prove againſt the Law of Nations, 
and which the Plaintiff now ſtood ready to make appear, by the Law 
of Nations their Puniſhments muſt be proportion'd ; if againſt the 
| particular 
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particular Statutes of that Province, by thoſe Statutes they muſt be 
adjudged. The Princes, upon that, demanded Time to prove their | 
Birth and high Eſtates ; but being anſwer'd, That in ſo particular a 
Caſe as a Prince's Death, the Laws of that Country oblig'd any ſu- 
ſpeed Perſon to be immediately brought to their Tryal, they were 
fore'd to yield to an immediate Examination, but reſolvd that in 
thoſe borrow'd Names they had aſſum d, they would conceal their 
real Characters, and keep as long as poſſible their Fates conceal'd 
from their own Royal and unhappy Parents; and in that Caution, 
chiefly conſidering Euarehus, whom the ſecret Springs of Fortune had 
ſo accidentally ſent to be the Judge over the only Perſons in the 
World, in Regard to whom he would have been excus'd thar Office: 
In ſuch a Miſt of Darkneſs are we unhappy Mortals placed, that Forc- 
ſighr we have none to avoid a threatned Evil; or if we had, where 
Paſſion is concern'd, we hardly ſhou'd have Power to make uit of it. 


Both Sides being now in Readineſs, it was determin'd, their Caſes 
being ſeparate, that Philanax ſhould firſt be heard againſt Pyrocles, 
under the Name of Daiphantus, and then the other's Cauſe to fol- 
low, that they might both together receive the Sentence that they 
ſhould be found to merit. Phzlanax, already almoſt out of Breath 
with the Vehemence of his Zeal, ſtood up; and firſt looking upon 
Pyrocles, as if his Eyes alone cou'd have begun the Charge, then 
turning to Euarchus, who with a ſteddy Gravity ſeem'd all Arrention, 


| he thus began: 


Mot great Protector, whoever takes upon them to accuſe another, 


does, in the general, deſire no greater Advantage, than to have a 


Number of ſufficient Proofs of Villanies to urge againſt them; bur 
in the preſent Caſe, that is to me the greateſt Difficulty ; for the 
Numbers are ſo great, and the Enormities ſo flagrant, which have 
been perpetrated by this infamous young Man, that I am ac a 

Loſs where to begin, or which of them to point out firſt ; neither 
can I imagine, when you are inform'd of them, that your ereus 
Nature can believe it in Humanity to be guilty of ſuch Crimes 
as one wou d think ſhou d ſhock it but to form even in Imagina- 
tion; yet, believe me, Royal Sir, I can produce ſuch daring Proofs 


as you mult own unanſwerable ; and therefore, without the leaſt De- 


gree of Aggravation, I ſhall proceed in as few Words as ſuch un- 


- ſizable Offences can be ſpoke in, to let you into each particular 


Fact, as near as I have ſearch'd into ir, from the firſt laying the 
infamous Deſign, till the dire Execution: Know then, this Traytor, 
for by what other Title I know not how to term him, came firſt in- 
ro this Country as a wandring Pilgrim ; and having inform d himſeif 
what a retir'd Life my late unhappy Maſter liv'd, and how open he 
by that laid himſelf to any traiterous Practices, the firſt Diſguiſe he 

pool 
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took upon pin was a Woman's Habit, that under that innocent Ap- 


pearance, he might the eaſier gain a Confidence; and under that 
Diſguiſe he preſented himſelf to my unwary Maſter, a Prince of ſo 
much generous Affability, as might have influenc'd not only any 
grateful Mind, but even have ſoften'd the Malice of the moſt invete- 
rate Enemy : But this venomous Serpent, not to be wrought upon 
by the moſt noble Uſage, once recciv'd within his Boſom, as it is eaſy 
for Contagion to find a Body ready to receive Infection, ſo in a very 
little Time he had fallen into fo near an Intimacy with that wicked 
Woman, the infamous Gynec/a, that they ſeem'd to live but in each 
other; ſhe ſaw but as his Eyes directed, nor did his Senſes ſerve for 
any Action but what ſhe pointed out to them: What unwarrantable 
Freedoms paſs d between two ſuch People, whereof the one has by 
her own Confeſſion imbru'd her Hands in Murder, and the other 
been guilty of a Rape, III leave it to your Wiſdom to determine; 
my Zeal more prompting me to come to the ſad Cloſe of my Maſter's 
Murder, than ro dwell upon the Incidents that were the Fore run- 
ners of it; for the executing of which horrid Fact with more Faci- 


lity, this ſeeming Nymph of Diand's training, or rather of the De- 


vil's, feign d to have certain Rites impos d upon her by that Goddeſs, 
and under that Pretence a Cave was choſen for the Temple of his De- 
votions, a Place of ſuch conſummate Darkneſs, as did well progno- 
ſticate that all his Sacrifices were to be dedicated to the infernal 
Powers; for there this more than Villain, againſt all the Ties of 
Gratitude, Honour and Humanity, cowardly and baſely murder d our 
late virtuous Monarch, the too credulous Baſilius; by what Device 
he train d him to that Slaughter. Houſe, as yet I know not; for had J 
been acquainted with it, my Life ſhould either have accompany'd my 
Maſter's, or elſe this Wretch's Death ſhould have preſerv'd him : Bur this 
Proof may well ſuffice, that in the Entring of that Cave, which this 
Traytor had for ſome Time made his Place of Reſidence, when al- 
ready his Brother Villain had convey'd away the immediate Heireſs 


of this Realm, was Cynecia found by the dead Body of her Husband, 
dreſs'd in the Priſoner's Robe, with an Intent, no doubt, to have fled 


into ſome Place of Safety, but that by Accident ſhe was detain'd ; 
while in the Interim, to prevent a Poſſibility of this bloody Miſchief's 
being revengd, this noble Amazon by Violence enter d the Princeſs 
Phileclea's Chamber, where, by blending as much as in him lay her 
Shame and his own Crimes together, he hop'd to bring her under a 
Neceſſity of conniving at her Father's Death, and under the Protection 
of her and the Princeſs Pamela, againſt whom they too well knew Ar- 
cadia would not offer to rebel, at once to graſp into their treacherous 
Hands the Government of all this mighty Nation ; bur the Hand of 
Providence interfer'd and baffled the intended Miſchief, by timely 
ſending one Villain ro detect. another; for had not Dametas by Ac- 


cident got into the Lodge a private Way, he in all Probability would 
8 have 
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| have perpetrated his black Deſign. Thus, moſt upright and unby als d 
Judge, J have given you a brief, but melancholly Account of the 
infamous Milery fallen on this unhappy Nation; and ſurely, with 
Juſtice I may term it infamous, ſince by the Elands of one eficminate 
Stripling we have ſuffer'd a much greater Overthrow than ever it was 
in the Power of our mightieſt Enemies to compaſs: And that what 1 
have now aſſerted is manifeſt as the Sun -· Beams when plac'd in his 
Metidian, after ſuch ſpeaking Proofs, who can diſpute > For, take 
this Matter from its firſt Commencement, is it in Nature to imagine 
that the Queen, who, tho' an infamous, muſt be allow'd a penetra- 
ting Woman, would ever have attempted and atchiey'd an Enterprize 
equally dangerous and horrible, without firſt having ſome Aſſociate 
ro work her up to the Performance, and equally enjoy the Guilt 2 
And who ſo likely as one who by all concurring Circumſtances ſhe 
had already given her Perſon up to, and conſequently truſted with 
her deareſt Secrets? As to her taking the Whole upon her ſelf, that 
is, in my Opinion, far from being a Proof of his Innocence ; for when 
once the Soul has entirely ſweryd from Virtue's Ways, there then re- 
mains a certain Pride in Evil which glories in obſtinarely following 
whatever it has made its Choice, and having no Shadow of Pretence 
to any other Merit, places its Whole of Honour in boldly fronting 
the Wrath of Heatha, and Scandal of the World; but if we ſuffer 
her Infamy to die with her, and her Actions to be bury'd in her Grave, 
what can this Twig of Iniquity plead for his coming hither in ſuch a 
Manner? If in Reality he is a Prince, why thus alone and unattend- 
ed 2 If not a Prince, from whence this Blaze of Jewels and Magni- 
ficence of Dreſs > Why firſt a Woman, then of a ſudden turn d 
into a Man? Were all theſe Metamorphoſes for nothing? No, believe 
me, they muſt be directed to ſome End, and that a devilifh one; it ne- 
yer cou'd be Accident which made bim change his Lodging wich the 
Queen, juſt at the Inſtant ſhe was to perpetrate her execrable Mil- 
chief, nor cou'd Chance occaſion her wearing of his Garments : How 
can'ſt thou anſwer, thou cool ſteady Villain, to all theſe Allegations, 
black as thy Conſcience, foul as rhy Mifdoings > Nor ate theſe all, 
there is a Sequel to this black Story ſtill behind; T mean, that Vio- 
lation, which, by his own Confeflion, he offer'd to the Princeſs Phi. 
Zoclea's Honour; but this T muſt ſay for him, his Crimes are of a 
Piece, the murdering the Father, diſhonouring the Morher, and ra- 
viſhing the Child, compleat his Character! O Villain! Villain! 
cou'd not the matchleſs Philoclea's Vireue ſtrike an Awe in thy 
pollured Breaſt : But hold, my Tongue! my Zeal, my honeſt- 
Zeal for my dead Maſter's Cauſe, tranſports me to a Warmth un- 
warrantable > Such Crimes need not enhancing. I have laid 
them, moſt excellent Protector, plain before you; there now 
remains but that you paſs a Judgment (if at leaſt that be poſ- 
ſible) equal to them; nor let his Youth, his Beauty, or his 
| pre- 


pretended Quality influence your Juſtice; ſince, in relation to the 
firſt, the longer Stage of Life he has to run, the longer Time he'll 
have to ſpend in Miſchief ; and tho” his Form muſt be acknowledg'd 
bright, ſo is the Lightning, which carries ſure Deſtruction in its Em- 
brace ; and ſhou'd he prove a Prince, the more extenſive will his Pow- 
er be of oppteſſing Innocence, and injuring Mankind; which well we 
ſee he has a Pride in doing: Therefore moſt upright Judge, let me 
once more entreat you to root this poyſonous Weed, that ſhoots its 
Venom out to all around, from out the Earth ; for me, were not my 
Lungs choaked up with Sorrow, and my Voice hoarſe with the Re- 


petition of his numerous Crimes, I could by Circumſtances enhance 


them to a far greater Pitch; bur it ſuffices that thoſe T have already ur- 
ged cry out aloud for Juſtice, which J inſiſt upon, and which is all T 
ask. Thus, half breathleſs with his cager Malice, he ſtop'd, becauſe 
his Paſſion repelled it ſelf, and gave Pyroctes Liberty to anſwer his 
unjuſt Reproaches ; who all the Time he had been urging his injuri- 
ous Accuſation, gave an unmoved Attention, except when his Invec- 
tives ſo nearly touched his Honour, that the unbidden Blood would 
guſh into his Cheeks, reſenting the unjuſt opprobrious Manner in 
which he treated him ; but being now at Liberty to anſwer for himſelf, 
he, with a modeſt Look and Mien, that ſpoke the Prince in every Mo- 
tion, thus in the following Words made his Defence: 


Moſt honourable Judge, the Length and Purport of my Aceuſation 
may well bear Witneſs for me, under how hard a Circumſtance T am 
to ſtruggle ; for if the Charges laid againſt me are ſo manifold, that my 


Accuſer (whoſe Tongue has prov'd itſelf no Stranger to opprobrious 


Language) was at a Loſs to give a Vent to his full Thoughts that crowded 
over-faſt upon him, what a Dilemma muſt I be conſequently in? that in 
Affairs of ſuch high Import, on which my Life and Honour both de- 
pend, am called to give immediate Anfwer, without ſo much as ha- 
ving the leaſt timely Notice of the Objections intended to be urged 
againſt me; and fo artfully hath my Adverſary mingled Truths with 
Falſhoods,. Surmizes with known Certainties, and trifling Inſinuations 
with Crimes of the moſt horrid Nature, that tis almoſt impoſſible for 
me to own or to deny the Facts alledged ; neither am I as yet inform'd 
whether I am brought hither to be ſentenced according as my Charge 


ſhall be made out, or whether I am to receive my Puniſhment before a 


judgment given, ſince T have been compelfd to bear fuch vile oppro- 
brious Language, as to a generous Mind is far more grievous 
than the moſt cruel Death: Bur ſince IT find this Form of Govern- 
ment allows an unlimited Prerogative of Speech, I fhall uſe all my 
Skill to ſever ſrom his ſhrewd Invective thoſe few Particulars which 
are the moſt material with Relation to my Charge, fill promiſing my 
ſelf, that you will give me ſuch a patient Hearing as may fully prove 
that tho your noble Breaſt is fired wich a Deſire of puniſhing Offen- 
ces, 
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ces, yet you would take a greater Pleaſure in having no Opportunity 
ro do it; and therefore Juſtice J hope will make you paſs the Manner 
of my Adverſary's Words, and reſt upon the Proofs, remembring ſtill 
that Truth needs no illuſtrating; and had he ſtuck to, that he need not 
have deſcended to ſuch vile Terms, and womaniſh Invectives, as the 
keeneſt Shrew could hardly parallel: But them J ſhall paſs over as far 
below my Notice, and proceed to give a plain and true Narration of 
my paſt Behaviour, and leave it to your (J truſt impartial) Judgment 
to find the Difference between ſly Inſinuations, malicious Suppoſtions, 
and plain and ſimple Truths: Know then, for the firſt Introduction to that 
Diſtreſs which ſince has fallen on us, that the Prince Palladius, and my 
preſumptuous ſelf, were ſenſibly affected with the all conquering Beau- 
ties of Baſilius two Daughters, and by inſenſible Degrees our Paſſions 
grew to ſuch a raging Height, that Self-defence obliged us to take e- 
very Method to make our ſelves equally eſſential to their Happineſs; 
and finding by the King's retired Way of Life, and the ſtrange Reſo- 
lution he had formed, that, as our ſelves, it was impoſſible for us to 
gain Acceſs to him, we diſguis d our ſelves in ſuch a Manner as might 
the ſooneſt introduce us where we might reveal our Loves, and influ- 
ence the Objects of our Wiſhes to grant us a Return, Palladius met 
with Succeſs almoſt beyond his Hopes; for in a little Time he ſo far 
influenced the generous Pamela, that ſhe conſented to leave a Bon- 
dage fo unworthy of her, and fly with him to diſtant Realms, where as 
reat a Kingdom as Arcadia would own her Sovereignty, till her Fa- 
ther could by Proofs of that, and reaſonable Arguments, be reconciled : 
For me, my Fate was much more cruel; for my Paſſion for the match- 
leſs Philoclea did not in all Appearance burn more fiercely, than that 
Baſilias, deceived by the falſe Appearance of my Sex, expreſſed to 
me; and ſo aſſiduous was he, that by his continued Importunity he ſtill 
prevented me from gaining a fayourable Moment, in which to put my 
Fortune upon a Ballance with my Friend's : Ar laſt this Stratagem 
preſented to my travelling Senſes, that under a Pretence of feign'd De- 
votions, I ſhould draw Baſilius to that Cave which Philanax lo of- 
ten mentioned, flattering him with the vain Hope of giving up my 
Perſon to his Power: I informed the Queen of all had paſs d between 
us, and adviſed her to fill my Place, which ſhe with Thanks accepted: 
Both of chem being thus ſecured, I took the Advantage of the Time, 
and faſtening all the Paſſages, as J imagined, paſt the Power of any 
Mortal to interrupt us, I went to Philoclea, intending, if I could gain 
her Approbation, e er Morning to have convey'd her beyond Purſuit; 
bur being repelled by her divine Vertue, when I would have eſcaped, 
I found my ſelf a Priſoner, but by what Means as ye: I'm wholly un- 
acquainted, Thus, my Lord Protector, I have given you a plain but 
true Narration of my whole Proceedings in this Affair, which this 
Man's ſubtle Arguments has made appear ſo monſtrous. As to the 
Queen's having my Garment on, upon which he grounds moſt of his 
— | | head 
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hard Aſſertions, it was, that going to the Cave by Moon- light, ſnould 
the King ſee her, he might be ſtill deceived: As to Baſſlius Death, I 

could not have believed, had not my own Ears aſſured me of it, that 

Malice cou'd have worked up any humane Breaſt, much leſs a Man 

fam d for Equality of Juſtice, upon ſuch weak Foundations, to have 

charged another with ſo horrible a Fact; his keeneſt Argument is but 

grounded on a bare Surmize, which is, thar tis not reaſonable to be- 

lieve the Queen would cer have undertook, much leſs accompliſhed 

ſuch an Act, without ſome Acceſſaries, and conſequently I muſt be | 
one; my Lord, Surmiſes are not wont to be accepted before a Throne e | at 
of Juſtice for legal Proofs ; and fo greatly am I wronged, that may _ "nb 
the Almighty Powers this Moment level their hotteſt Thunder on my "it 
Head, if I had the leaſt Knowledge of rhe King's Death, until I ſaw „ | _— 
this ſolemn Meeting, and heard the Queen's Confeſſion ; and indeed © 1 
with ſo much Vehemence, and with ſo much leſs an Air of Guilt than | 4 
Raſhneſs has that unhappy Lady accuſed her ſelf, that in my humble | 
Judgment her Condemnation may prove too haſtily performed, and 
more cſpecially, conſidering how far unlikely, if not impoſſible, it is 
for any Lady, who has ſo long, and with ſo great a Share of Juſtice, 
maintained the Character of wiſe and virruous, thus in an Inſtant to 
degenerate into the very Center of all Folly as well as Wickedneſs : 
But granting her (which in my Soul Tm far from doing) ever ſo guil- 
ty, how can that rurn at all on me ; ſhe was found abroad, and as ir 
is imagined, ready for her Eſcape ; I had confined my ſelf within a Houſe 
intent on other Buſineſs; beſides, do but obſerve, my Lord, how arifully 
that cunning Sophiſter would turn her Words from bearing Credit, when 
they relate to clearing me, (and on which indeed my chicfeſt Proof de- 
pends) yet owns them of Force ſufficient to condemn her ſelf. Thus, 
void of even Probability, he ſeeks to level both my Fame and Life 
with his inſatiate Malice; and if my Anſwer, built upon Truth, and 
uttered in plain Sincerity, fails of Power to baffle his falſe and ſcanda- 
lous Aſperſions, J have but one Thing more to offer, which is the 
Combat; nay, that Favour, as a Stranger and a Prince, T beg may 
be allowed; and that once granted, I doubt not but, ſhould he come 
armed in the ſtrongeſt Steel, that only with the Shield of Juſtice, I 
could oppoſe his Force, and prove his Courage degenerate as his 


Cauſe. | 


And now, my Lord, it but remains for me to anſwer his ſecond Ac- 
cuſation ; which is, the Violence that I confeſs I offered, in intruding, © 
without her Leave, into the Princeſs's Apartment; and Which, on her 
Account, I call the Heavens to witneſs, I wiſh this Moment my Legs 
had rotted off eer I had attempted: Bur if in that Artempr I offered 
Force to her, be Judge, my Lord, how much a greater, victorious Love 
impoſed on me; weigh but her Beauty with my Youth and Hear 
of Blood, and the Effect will not be found miraculous; and ſince 
10 6 F (Hea- 
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(Heaven knows how much againſt my Will) her Fame has ſuffercd by 
my Means, altho' by every Thing that I hold ſacred, for me her Ho- 
nour is unfully'd as the Light; yet ſince, IJ ſay, there is no ſtopping 
the Voice of common Fame, that takes Things on Surmizes, nor will 
beſtow the Leifure to ſearch into the Truth, the only Way remaining 
entirely to fave her Honour, is to ſuffer our Marriage to be publickly 
celebrated; for by my Death, the Matter muſt neceſſarily be left in 
Doubt, and conſequently her Honour expoſed to the rude Blaſts of e- 


very envious Railer's Breath. I ſhan't, my Lord Protector, tire your 
Patience, with adding further Words, neither, Em well aſſured, can 


your Experience need it; for my own Parr, I think I have already 
ſhewed too great a Fondneſs to the Trifle, Life, in urging of ſo many; 
but the united Love J bear to Truth and Jaltice, would not ſuffer me ro 
hear unanſwered ſuch opprobrious Injuries offered both ro my felf, and a 
more meritorious Object, and now obliges me to conjure you, even by 
the Love you bear to Juſtice, rather to be moved to Pity by Innocence 
oppreſs'd, than influenced by thoſe Tears of Cruelty, ſpilt by this 
Crocodile, who rather weeps for fear he ſhould be diſappointed in the 
ſpilling of more Blood, than for what has becn already loſt. The good 

Baſilius Memory can ſurely receive bur little Honour by having help- 
leſs Innocence ſacrificed on his Tomb: Clemency is the darling Attri- 
bute of Heaven; and ſurely the Diſpenfer of its Laws, if it muſt err, 
as human Judgment ſeldom is infallible, ſhould ever Jean to that Ex- 
tream: As to my ſelf, by Heaven I ſwear, were my Soul conſcious of 
Crimes deſerving Death, I would not wiſh to live; nor would I upon 
any Terms ſuck in the purer Air, than while my Heart is kept free 
from Pollution, and my Soul unſpotted with any horrid Thought; but 
my Love for Philocloa can furely ne er be brought under either of theſe 
Denominarions ; or ſhould it ſo be wreſted, I muſt to my laſt Gaſp of 
Life perſiſt in, and avow rhe noble Flame, the Violence of which I 
muſt acknowledge has hurry'd me into ſome deſperate Actions, tho' in 
their Natures far from being criminal. Here ending his pathetick Speech, 
folding his manly Arms, and fixing his Eyes upon the Judge with ſtea- 
dy Reſolution, he waited for his Anfwer. Philanax, watchful ro pick 
out ſomething from his own Words that might enſnare him, with bit- 
ter Curioſity mark'd every Word he utter d, only in the Beginning of 
his Speech he was interrupted by two Letters which were brought him 
from the Princeſſes; which were indeed deſigned for the whole Convoca- 
tion, they very rightly judging, that twould be eaſier to influence the 
whole Aſſembly, than the hardened Zeal of Philana x; and in order to 
it, they entreated one of their Guard, none elſe being ſuffer d ro come 
near them, to deliver them to the principal Parr of the Nobility and 
Gentlemen, when met together; but the Fellow being entirely the Crea- 
true of Philanax, delivered thans both to him, juſt at the Time that 
Pyrocles began his Speech. He haſtily open'd them, and finding by 


2 = flight Peruſal, that they only tended to the excuſing of the 
Pri- 
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Priſonecs, he wou'd not ſuffer them to be ſeen, for fear that they 
ſhou'd influence Euarchus Judgment either to ſave the Priſoners, or 


involve the Princeſſes in their Fall, both which he dreaded equally ; 


and therefore entirely ſuppreſſing them, he cagerly liſten'd to the 
Remainder of Pyrocles Diſcourſe; and when he had ended, he ear- 
neſtly deſir'd Euarchus that he might accept the Combat; but Euar- 
chus wiſely reply'd, That ſince Strength of Body was bur the Servanc 
of the Mind, it would be monſtrous to ſuffer Force to be the Judge 


of Reaſon, 


Philanax wou'd then have willingly anſwerd him in Words ; bur 
Euarchus, who knew he had already urg'd whatever could be object- 
ed, commanded him to proceed againſt the other Priſoner, that he 


might ſentence them both together. Philanax's Paſſion not being in 


the leaſt Degree mollified, for Pyrocles clearing himſelf in ſo handſome 
a Manner, but rather the more irritated, he thus hotly began his Ac- 
cuſation againſt Prince Muſidorus: It is, moſt great Protector, with 
Tears of Blood wrung from my honeſt Heart, that T am forc'd to ob- 
ſerve to what a mean Condition our Arcadia is reduc'd, that Stran- 
gers and Vagabonds dare take upon them to challenge to the Combat 
the faithfulleſt of the Nobility; and Men, who have merited the 
ſhamefulleſt Death, preſume ro ask in Marriage the undoubted and 
immediate Heireſſes of our Realm: Yet certainly I can't condemn 
their Judgments, whatever elſe I can object againſt them; for who 
wou'd not much rather enjoy ſuch beauteous Brides, than ſubmit their 
Necks to the rude Embraces of a Halter? But my preſent Words are 
to be directed to that falſe Shepherd thus in a Moment metamorphos d 


to a Prince; and, O moſt reverend Judge, you muſt forgive my Zeal, 


if it :nduces me to ſay, thar this awful Seat of Juſtice grants too great 
Indulgence to ſuch a Fugirive, in ſuffering him to meet ſo fair and 
open an Examination, when it was fitter for him by Tortures to be 
brought to his Confeſſion ; that ruſtick Slave, whoſe Sheep-Hook 
was prepar'd to be our Sceptre : Bur I ſuppoſe his Abſence will be 

leaded in his Defence; a mighty Proof! when he had left his vile 
Aſſociate and Compenion in Iniquity to give the finiſhing Blow, while 
he convey'd away our Princeſs, hoping that in Regard to her we wou'd 
with Olive Branches of Peace and Interceſñion come after him, and wooe 
him to lay down his Sheep-Hook to wield a Crown, e tyrannize 
over both her and us; for to imagine they are Princes, as they pre- 
tend, (tho' if they are, in our Law that will avail them little,) is 
much unreaſonable; theſe Jewels and theſe coſtly Frappings, they 
have no Doubt ſuborn'd and plunder d in their licentious Travels; for 
can it be believ'd that ſuch Men of Royal Blood cou'd be fo long 
conceal'd, without ſome Followers? Or if a Prince's Title docs grace 
their Names, tis very plain their Virtues anſwer'd not that Character; 


for if they did, thcir Subjects wou d never thus tamely bear their Ab- 
tence : 
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ſence : But be that as it may, our preſent Buſineſs is to conſider 


the Actions, not the Men; tis plain, whocer they are, the dead 
Baſilius Murder was their Errand hither; that horcid Fact they have 
molt traiterouſly compaſs'd, and yet T doubt not but this Wretch will 
equally deny it with his Fellow-Murderer : But by what Slight can 
he evade the Stealing of the Princeſs, which ſingle Action in itſelf 
amounts to Treaſon? So manifeſtly hath the Juſtice of the Gods provided 
for the Puniſhment of theſe egregious Traytors, that were it poſſible 
your Judgment cou'd be blinded by their Inſinuations in other Facts, 
yet here their own Confeſſion condemns them without farther Proof; 
this Action is ſo heinous in its own Nature, gives ſo much Scandal 
ro the World, is ſo oppoſite ro all our Laws, injurious to this parti- 
cular Nation, and villanous in him, that if T ſhou'd longer dwell up- 
on it, it wou'd be plainly ſhewing that J diſpute either your Wiſdom, or 
your Juſtice. Therefore, to you, moſt upright Judge, without en- 
larging farther, I recommend the Righting of our injur'd Country; 
and patiently attend to that eternal Warning, which I diſpute not but 
your Juſtice will oblige you to give the future World in theſe con- 
ſummate Villains of Hypocrites, Adulterers, Raviſhers, Murderers 
and Traytors. F | 7 ® 


The valiant Prince, while thus this bitter Patriot (for ſuch we muſt 
allow him) was throwing all theſe ſcandalous Epithets on him and 
his deſerving Friend, was hardly able to ſapport his Rage ; and had he 
been at Liberty, he wou'd undoubtedly in his Throat have made him 
ſwallow the opprobrious Lye : Bur finding himſelf ſo cloſely guarded, 


that *rwas impoſſible to reach him, and that the Attempt would only 


expoſe himſelf, and ſhew a feeble Paſſion unable to exert itſelf ; with 
trembling Sinews, and Veins puft'd up with juſt Reſentment, caſling 
his Eyes over the Judgment Seat, O ye immortal Gods, cry d he, and 
have you hitherto preſerved my Life to bear ſuch Injuries, and paſs 
them unreveng'd 2 Is this the Juſtice of the fam'd Arcadia, to ſuffer 
Men of our Degree to be ſubmitted not only to apparent Falſhood, 
but the inſolent Revilings of an irritated Stateſman 2 Yet this un- 
grateful Nation, and conſequently this unworthy Man, owe all their 
Liberties and Happineſs to us: Without Regret 1 urge this Truth; 
for ſure a Benefit may, without Oſtentation, be remember'd by the 
Beſtower, when the Receivers return it with Ingratitude and Injuries. 
To omit our Services done to Baſilius and his Family, in the late 


War, did not our timely Aid devour thoſe ravenous Beaſts let out on 


Purpoſe ro deſtroy the Princeſſes > Had not our interpoſing Arms 


preſerv'd them, thoſe blooming Flowers of promiſing Perfection had 


now been ſet in Duſt, and loſt for ever to the wondring World; and 
yet this miſchief. making Brawler can oft' enough repeat the Loſs the 
Nation wou'd have ſuſtain'd, had we convey'd them hence, but never 
once remembers, that 'twas by our Means alone that they arc this - 

| Day 
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Day bleſs'd wich having the Poſſeſſion of them. I would not be miſ- 
underſtood, as if that Action could ballance any Evil ſince committed; 

for be aſſur d, I think the ſuccouring ſuch Excellence, Reward ſuffi- 

cient in itſelf; but what T mean by ſuch a Repetition, is to make 
conſpicuous the partial Wrangling of this artful Sycophant, who knows 
no better Way to prove his Loyalty, than by aſperſing others: If we 
have been thoſe Traytors he pretends, where was the Zeal and Cou- 


rage of this Tongue-yaliant Gentleman, when not only one of the 


Princeſſes, but the King himſelf was protected in ſome Degree by me, 
but principally by this excellent young Man, the brave Darphantus 2 
Can it be credited by any reaſonable Creatures, that we, who only 
in his Defence expos'd our Lives againſt the Odds of Hundreds, 
ſhou'd do it with a View to be in ſecret his Murderers? Or does it 
in the leaſt ſeem probable; that we ſhou'd by Actions prove we held 
his Life much dearer than our own, and after rob him of that Life, 
only in all human Probability that we might meet a ſhameful Dcath 2 
And ſurely the Stratagem would have been full as poor, to have re- 
poſed our Safeties in ſuch dureous Daughters, when we had ſacrile- 


giouſly deſtroy'd their Father! But I think ic muſt by this Time 


be necdleſs to farther clear my ſelf in the Particular of the King's 
Death; for my Innocence in that Affair is ſo conſpicuous, that I pro- 
miſe my ſelf none of my Hearers remain in Doubt: I therefore ſhall 


drop that Article, and proceed to that which, I own, bears the 


Appearance of ſome Importance; I mean, the carrying off the lawful 
Princeſs of this Realm: But, Gentlemen, you muſt conſider, as ſhe 
is your Princeſs, I no leſs own her Superiority, and reverence her 
Power; I have by all the ſolemn Vows Words can expreſs, confirm'd 
my ſelf her Slave, whom elſe then ſhou'd I follow? She is my Mi- 
ſtreſs, Princeſs, and my Queen: Demand of her then why the left 
your Realm; that wou'd be a properer Enquiry, than why I waited 
on her; ſince," as a Prince, you have no Right to interrogate me; 
and as her Servant, I can only be accountable ro her. But poſi ibly 
it may be urg'd, that it was by my Perſwaſions ſhe took her Flight; 


T own the Aſſertion, and glory in it, ſince I was very ſure I had a 


certain Power, if we eſcap'd ſecure, of bringing her into a full Poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe Honours which ſhe more than merits, and which this 
barbarous Nation, tho her juſt Right, denies her: My Advice might 
be erroneous, bur traiterous it neer can be eſteem'd, ſince whatſoc er 
J urg'd to her, I made my ſelf Partaker of: But were the Action trai- 
terous in in itſelf, how can I deſerve that Epithet, fince the Princeſs, 
in Regard to whom alone any of our Actions can be eſteem'd fo, will, 
I am very ſure, avow my Faith, and give me a much ſofter Title? J 
won't pretend to plead the Force of Love, ſince I am very certain thy 
narrow Heart had never Room to entertain fo generous a Gueſt, nor 
ever felt the Sway of its reſiſtleſs Power; by ſuch a Tyrant Soul, that 


Paſſion, tho in itſelf moſt n is ſtill eſteem'd a Crime, and 
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the moſt noble Method taken to gratify ir, accounted venal. There. 
fore, O moſt noble Judge, conſider, the Nature of your Office is to 
preſerve, and not deſtroy Mankind; the Laws were never meant, like 
Nets or Lime-twigs, to enſnare each ignorant or unwary Man that 
comes within its Reach, but rather as Sea-Marks to warn unheeding 
Paſſengers : Take then our Actions in the ſevereſt Light, and they 
can but be accounted a humane Error, which turn d and manag'd to 
the beſt Advantage, may prove a Bleſſing rather than a Curſe: Our 
Dignitics and Fortunes are ſuch, as even Baſuzus' ſelf cou'd have made 
no Objection to; nor need Arcadia ſcoff at the Alliance: Therefore, 
my Lord Protector, in you alone it lies to ſettle her in Peace, or elſe 
involve her in cruel Animoſities and never-ending Jars; and if we 
have been guilty of an Indiſcretion, confirm it not by throwing from 
you the Good that may be drawn from it, but with a kindly Hand 
heal up thoſe Sores, which farther widen'd, muſt call for eating Cor- 
rolives, and kaun, into the very Bowels of Arcadia. 


While Mufidorus was 50 haranguing, a fixd Attention was ſeen in 
all the People ; a Tenderneſs towards him work'd itſelf by Degrees into 
Sympathus Boſom ; but the good K aH/ander was mov'd by every Word that 
made for or againſt his yaln'd Gueſts, ſometimes with Tears and Looks 
of Interceſſion, ſometimes with whiſpering Perſwaſions to his Friends 
and Followers, to uſe their utmoſt Intereſt in ſaving the unhappy Pri- 
ſoners ; but the Multitude in general, with ſilent Order, waited the 
Judgment of Euarchus, who in all this Time ſhew'd not the leaſt 
Emotion or Change of Humour at any Thing they ſaid, but paſſing 
over all their Eloquence and much-ſtudied Rhetorick, he only attend- 
ed to the Proofs ; which 2 5 well conſider d, he thus addreſs d him- 


ſelf to the expecting Crowd: e 


This Matter now laid before us, of lo much Weight, and whereof 
we are to make immediate Judgment, admits, on the firſt Conſidera- 
tion, of two important Doubrs ; the firſt, Whether the Priſoners are 
liable to be call'd to an Account at all; the ſecond, How we ſhall 
find a Way to paſs a Judgment juſtly : The firſt ariſes from their gi- 
ving themſelves out to be abſolute Princes; a Name fo ſacred, that 
any Violence offer'd to it, bears the Appearance of Impiety ; for 
how can any Laws, which are the Bonds of human Peace, be put in 
Execution, if the Law-givers are not themſelves exempted from them: 
But tho' they have already, as to this Particular, been very fully 
anſwer'd; yet this Hint T muſt improve upon, that be they what 
they will in their own Nation, yet here they can have no Preroga- 
tive but as a private Man, ſince there muft be between a Subject 
and a Prince, as neceſſary a Relation as between a Father and a Child; 
and as no Man can be a Father but to his Child, ſo a Prince can no 


where bear the due Authority belonging to that Name, but over his 
own 
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own Subjects; therefore Arcadia is not bound to acknowledge them 
as Princes, unleſs it means in ſecret to confeſs Subjection to their 
Power: Yet to this it may be objected, that the Cuſtoms and 
Manners. of all Nations have obliged each other, and, indeed, 
with Reaſon, to hold all Perſons, who bear a Publick Character, 
in great Eſteem, nor ſuffer them to be expoſed to Injuries: But tho 
this Cuſtom is univerſal, and certainly a very juſt one, yet whoever 
hopes to receive the Benefit of it, ought not themſelves to be the firſt 
that break it; for how can they complain of being treated ill, thar 


ſet the firſt Example? If a Prince injuriouſly offers Acts of Hollility 


to any Nation, without firſt proclaiming War; if he break his Oath 
of Amity, or is guilty of any other unwarrantable Practice; he muſt 
be very careful how he falls into the Power of the injured People, who 
will undoubtedly eſteem him no better than a common Enemy, and cer- 
tainly the Priſoners now before us can claim no greater Privilege, 
who have not only long ceas'd to act as Princes, but indeed to be ſo; 
for they have nct only made themſelves Inhabitants of Arcadia, and 
conſequently ſubject to her Laws, but enter d into domeſtick Ser- 
vices, and by levelling themſelves with private Men, deprived them- 
ſelves of that Reſpect due to their publick Character; for it would 
bear no Proportion in Equity or Juſtice, if a Prince, in order to com- 
mit unwarrantable Crimes, ſhould for a Time ſtrip himſelf of his Roy- 
alty, and when he came to ſuffer for them, re- aſſume it; therefore, 


by all the Laws of Nature and of Nations, the Priſoners may in Ju- 


ſtice be brought upon their Tryal, and as private Men muſt be acquit- 
ted or condemned: There only then remains the ſecond Point, which 
is, that we diſtinguiſh juſtly as to the Crimes alledged againſt them, 


and that undoubtedly muſt be done not by the meaſuring their Acti- 


ons by the Rules of Reaſon and Philoſophy, but by che Laws of 
Greece, and particular Statutes of this Kingdom; for tho' that was 
the firſt Source of them, yer particular Circumſtances alter a Caſe fo 
much, that *tis impoſſible ir ſhould be judged by general Rules: Tis 
therefore plain we have a Power to judge them, and by your Laws 
alone they muſt be judged. And now there only reſts for us to ſearch 
into the Truth of what has been aſſerted, and in ſome Meaſure hag 
been proved, againſt them ; the Murder of the Kiog they utterly de- 
ny, and againſt ſtrong Preſumptions, bring ſome probable Replies, 
and which they chiefly back with the Queen's taking all the Guilt up- 
on her ſelf; and certainly when a Conjecture hangs on an Equality, 
we ought not to lay the the Streſs upon the worlt, but rather be 
plcaſed there is a Poſſibility for us to believe that Mankind is not fo 
degenerate as we ar firſt imagined ; as molt indiſputably che Evil 
would be much leis to let one guilty Man eſcape, than an innocent 
Perſon periſh ; and therefore if theſe Gentleman can purge themſelves 
of the other Allegations, that ought to be ler drop; but if theſe Su- 


ſpicions are aggravated by other known and proved Offences, then 
Juſtice 
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Juſtice will not admit us to paſs that over; for no one can deny but 


that they have been the accidental, if not the principal Cauſers of 
the King's Death. We are now to determine with Relation to the 


other Fact, which they do not deny, but wou'd extenuate; and here we 


are not to be unmindful of thoſe former Obligations which this Nation 
owes them; but certainly that Debt is not ſo great, as to countervail the 
preſent Abuſes. Praiſe and Reward is what ought to be annex d to meri- 
torious Actions, and Puniſhment ſhould be as much the ſure Atten. 
dant of vicious Deeds, and which ought not to be confounded, any 
more than Good and Evil; and therefore, by every ſtated Rule of Ju- 
ſtice, it has long ſince been determined, that none, in Conſideration 
of paſt meritorious Actions, ſhou'd be excus'd a preſent Crime, but 
rather the more ſeverely puniſh'd, ſince he has given Proof he knew 
how to act better: The Fact is therefore clearly to be conſider'd, 
without Paſſion or Prejudice, wherein theſe two young Gentlemen are 
doubtleſs equally guilty ; for altho' he that takes upon him the Name 
of Daiphantus was ſooner prevented in his Deſign of carrying off the 
Princeſs Philoclea than the other, who prevail'd upon Pamela to quit 


her Country, and made himſelf the Partner of her Flight, yer they 


are equally culpable, ſince in Matters of this Nature, by all Rules of 
Equity, the Intent ſhou'd anſwer for the Conſequence ; and certainly 


theſe Men muſt then be guilty of a notorious Rape; for tho\, wich 


Regard to the Ladies, it cannot bear that Name, becauſe, as far as we 
can find, their Inclinations accompany'd them, yet they were un- 
doubtedly raviſh'd from their Father, which Action is puniſhable by all 
the Grecian Laws with Forfeiture of Life; for ſurely if we puniſh thoſe 
with Death who only rob us of our Goods, how much more reaſona- 


ble is it for them to ſuffer who deprive us of thoſe for whom alone 


we gather them? And if our Laws are fo forceable in this Point, 
when only a private Perſon is concern'd, how much ſtricter alight 
we to be in putting them in Execution, where a Prince's Children are 


thus deluded, ſince the whole Common-Wealth has a Right in them: 


Nor is it to be wonder ar, that our Anceſtors were ſo ſtrict in Mat- 
ters of this Nature, fince the Example of the Phoenician Europa, and 
more eſpecially the Grecian Helen, gave em ſuch ſpeaking Proofs 
what dangerous Fires have blown from ſuch a Spark; nor was it to 
be objected that Helen was raviſh'd from a Husband, and your Prin- 
ceſſes only from a Father, ſince the Ties of Nature bind us full as 
nearly, if not more ſo, to the one than t'other. What we have far- 
ther to conſider, is the Excuſes that theſe young Men have brought 
to juſtify themſelves, and extenuate their Guilt: Some of their Ex- 
cuſes are common to them both, others peculiar to him who was the 
Shepherd; both of them plead the Force of Love, and juſlify that 
Love, by a Deſign of Marriage: If that unbridled Paſſion to which 
they affix that Name, might have a Power of extenuating ſuch Crimes 
as theſe, we ſhou'd not want Excuſes for the. moſt notoricus F acts; 

| | for 


for indeed there never yet was Miſchief perpetrated but might be 
ſhrouded under that Name ; for he thar ſtcals might certainly alledge 
the Love of Money, the Murderer Love of Revenge, and the Rebel 
Love of Greatneſs, as well as the Adulterers the Love of Women; 
ſince by the Hazard they each of them run to gain their Purpoſes, tis 
plain that an unbridled Poſſeſſion urges them on: Bur Love, by any 
upright Mind, can never be allow'd tuch Privileges ; that warrantable 
Love which is approvd by Gods and Men, and which alone deſerves 
the Name, will never admit of any other Cement than true Virtue, 
and conſequently is incapable of urging its Poſſeſſor on to any vicious 
Action. But the other Argument they make uſe of, and indeed that 
which is by much moſt plauſible, is, that an Intermarriage is the only 


honourable and convenient Way of healing up the wounded Honours 


of the two young Ladies; and certainly if the Queſtion were, Which 
was moſt conducive to their particular Benefits, and not, What is 
rightful in the never-erring Scales of Juſtice, much might be ſaid in 
Favour of that Propoſition ; but in this Matter we muſt conſider, 
that the Intention of the Laws is to prevent ſuch Crimes by due Ex- 


amples, and not to extenuate them when they are done; for if the 


Diſpenſers of Publick Juſtice ſhould indulge themſelves in a Liberty 
of ſtretching the Laws in Regard to private Conveniences, Partiality 
to particular People would weigh ſo much, thar we ſhould ſeldom 
have proper Examples made : The Marriage mention'd would very 
poſſibly be perfectly fit and convenient both for the young Men and 
the Princeſſes ; but it wou'd certainly be much unfit for rhe State to 
ſuffer ſuch a Pattern to take Place, for then ir wou'd certainly ſtand 
a Precedent to future Ages for Princeſſes to diſpoſe themſelves ignobly. 
Thus far their general Excuſe is anſwer'd ; but he that fo artfully 
convey'd away the Princeſs Pamela, goes much farther, as he ima- 


gines, towards clearing of himſelf ; for he requires the Indulgence 


of a Counſellor, and urges, as he imagines, the reaſonable Excuſe of 
a Servant who did but wait upon his Miſtreſs. But in Anſwer to 
theſe two Pleas, without all queſtion, every Counſellor ought to be 
very careful how they offer any Advice oppoſite ro the Form of Go- 
vernment then in being, and more eſpecially if he does it ſingly, 
without the Concurrence of the reſt ; and this Cafe is ſtill more ap- 
parent, ſince ſhe was neither an effectual Princeſs, her Father being as 
then alive, nor yet of Vears to take the Government upon her; nor 
cou'd he bear the proper Title of her Servant, ſince he had enter d 
himſelf in the King's Houſhold, and therefore had no Right to obey 
any Command but his. Thus, every Thing duly conſider'd, theſe 
Men undoubtedly are highly culpable; and, in Regard to that ju- 
ſtice I profeſs, and would make conſpicuous in all my Actions, and 
anſwerable to the Intention of the Arcadian Laws, I ſentence Daiphan- 
tus to be thrown from a Precipice high, if poſſible, as his towering 
Hopes, and Palladius to be beheaded in Mantinea before the Sun 

6 N withdraws 
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506 Fr Philip Sidney's ARCADIA, 
witndraws its Light from this our Hemiſphere ; Dametas to be the 


Exccutioner: Which Office J aſſign him for his future Life, as a due 
Puniſhment for his having fo villanouſly diſcharg'd that high One 


committed to him. Sentence thus paſs d upon the Priſoners, Erarchys 


turn'd himſelf ro Philanax, and two others of the Noblemen which 
ſtood next him, and commanded them to ſee it put in immediate Ex- 
ecution: He needed not much inforce his Orders to the impatient 
Philanax, who, like a greedy Wolf ready to ſeize his Prey, was go- 
ing to Jay hold of the deſtin'd Victims; who, caſting a Farewell-Look 
towards each other, as they had no Regret in Death but parting, when 
a confus'd Noiſe was heard throughout the Preſs of People, and Xa“. 
landor breaking through the Throng, came forward, leading a Stran- 
ger in his Hand, both of them calling to Euarchus chat they might be 


heard e'er that the Priſoners were remov d: The generous Hmpathus 


ſoon join'd in their Requeſt, and taking ſuch of the Multitude as he 
coud command, partly by Force and partly by Perſwaſion, he ſtopp'd 
Philanax from carrying away the Princes, till the Stranger could be 
heard; and Euarehus remounting the Tribunal, they with attentive 
Eats liſten'd to the Stranger's paſſionate Exclamation, who provd to 
be Kalodulus, the ever-faithful Servant of Muſidorus, to whom his Ma- 
ſter, when he firſt became the Slave of Paſſion, had ſent the Shepherd 
Menalcus to be ſecur'd, while he made Uſe of his Intereſt to gain Ad- 
mittance to his Life's Happineſs : Thar honeſt Servant, ſoon as he re- 
ceiv'd his Maſter's Orders, faithfully perform'd them; but in Pro- 
ceſs of Time, hearing no farther News of him, and conſcious of his 
darling Maſter's Safety, he determin'd to fend a ſpecial Meſſenger to 
Byzantium, where he imagin'd as yet Euarchus was, and go himſelf 
into Arcadia, tho' he knew not on what Errand ; but by being in che 
ſame Nation, he thought he might poſſibly be of Uſe to him, and by 
Accident he arriv'd at Mantinea the very Day that the Princes were brought 
upon their Tryals ; where, ſeeing great Multitudes of People, and en- 
quiring the Cauſe, he heard, as uſual, a thouſand different Reports, 
bur cach of them agreed in the fam'd  Enerchus being then upon the 
Judgment- Seat: Kalodulus was pleas'd with this News, and enquiring 
his Way, he came into the Deſart; but the Preſs being ſo great, he 
cou'd not get near the Judgment- Seat, till being directed to enquire 
for Kallander, he was by him inform'd that Euarchus was really there, 

and told all the Particulars of the young Amazon and Shepherd la- 


menting their hard Fates, and, as he thought, undeſerv d Puniſhment. 


Kalodulus immediately knew by Kallander's Deſcription, that the young 
Shepherd was his Maſter, and taking it for granted that the other was 
Pyrocles ; and ſoon communicating his Belief to Kallander, whom he 
found ſo great a Favourer of their Cauſe, they delay'd no Time, but 
breaking thro' the Crowd, he fell down before Euarchus Foot ſtool, 
and in many moving and pathetical Expreſſions, told him, that thoſe 


two whom he had juſt condemn'd were his own Son and Nephew ; 
| while 
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while Xallander proclaimed the welcome Tidings thro the Multitude, 
who with Aſtoniſhment. heard the ſurpriſing Story; and even Phila- 
nax s revengeful Heart was ſoftened when he ſaw ſuch near Relations 
thus made the Inſtruments of each others Miſery ; and beſides, the 


Fame of Hyrocles ant Muſidorus gallant Actions raiſed his Eſteem, and 


conſequently his Compaſſion: As to Euarchus, he received this Shock 
with that Magnanimity of Mind he always had maintained; and after 
ſome little Pauſe, he roſe, and beckoning to the People to grant him 
their Attention, he thus ſpoke unto them: 


I call the immortal Gods to witneſs for me, O ye Arcadians, that tile 


Sentence I have this Day paſſed, was formed from that Regard I owe 
in general to Juſtice, and from that particular Part of it on which 
your Laws are founded; the Perſons then before me were, as I be- 

lieved, entire Strangers to my Knowledge, and conſequently I could 
not one Way or other be partial to their Perſons ; but conſidering the 
Matters laid before me with my utmoſt Stretch of Reaſon, I our of 
them found Crimes of fo black a Nature proved againſt theſe two 
young Men, as cry'd aloud for Vengeance, and obliged me in Regard 
ro Juſtice, to make them anſwer with their Lives ſuch foul Offences, 
and which no leſs Puniſhment than that could ballance : This fatal, 
tho' juſt Sentence, paſs d, and from my Mouth; I now, to my eternal 
Anguiſh, find the Criminals to be my only Son and Nephew, two 
Perſons in whom your ſelves may ſee Nature has been no Niggard of 
her outward Gifts, and their Behaviours heretofore promiſed a Mind 
as perfect: To ſum up all, they were the Eſſence of my mortal Joys; 


in them I placed my Whole of Happineſs, and in them hoped to ſee 


my Age renewed ; but yet, ſhall ſacred Juſtice be diſplaced by any 


Ties? Shall it be ſaid that e er Euarchus pronounced a Doom upon a 


helpleſs Stranger, which he would not confirm on his own Son when- 
cer he found him equally guilty 2 No, let theſe grey Hairs be firſt with 


Sorrow levelled to the Grave ; let my Name periſh, and my Houſe de. 


cay, and may I be a Gazing-Stock of Miſery for wondring Fools to 


point at, rather than be that Villain who ſhould ſuffer a private Cauſe 


to over-rule the Voice of Juſtice : If rightly I have judged, then can 
no Tyes of Blood diſpenſe with ſuch a Judgment: No, my Children, 


' tho'T prefer, Heaven knows, your Safeties before my Life, yet Ju. 


ſtice T prefer to you ; while you behaved worthy your ſelves and me, 
I would with Joy have given up my Life to have ranſomed yours; but 
your vicious Courſes muſt anſwer for themſelves ; you have flung 
your ſelves entirely out of my Protection; how can I own a Shepherd 
for my Nephew, or a Woman for my Son ? Your Vices have degraded 
you from being Princes, and diſannull'd your Birth. right; nor have you 
any Method left to prove the laſt Remains of Greatneſs, or a noble 
Mind, bur a Conſtancy in thoſe Sufferings and Miſeries which you 


have pulled upon your ſelves and me: Therefore, continued he, turning 
| to 
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to Philanax, ſwallowing the Tears of Anguiſh, which, ſpight of all 
his Reſolution, he could not quite ſuppreſs, on you it lies, my Lord, 
to ſee the Judgment ſpeedily performed, nor can you anſwer it to Ju- 
ſtice or your Country to delay ir longer than rhe appointed Time: 
With that, unable to ſupport his Weight after ſo violent a Struggle, he 
ſat down almoſt fainting on the Judgment- Seat. Kalodulus and al. 
lander behaved almoſt like Men diſtracted, ro find ſo dreadful an E- 
vent from all their mighty Hopes; and the whole Crowd were filled 
with a deep Conſternation and Murmurs of unaffected Pity : Even Phi. 
lanax himſelf was ſo affected, that he delay'd to put in Execution the 
King's Command. But Maſidorus finding his Hopes of Safety, and what 
was {till more dear to him, the gaining of the Princeſs, thus in a Mo- 
ment daſhed, and ſtill if poſſible more anxious for his Friend's Safety, 
he determined to take Advantage of the preſent Conſternation, and em- 
ploy his laſt Words in his Behalf; and therefore in an Agony of Paſſion, 
turning towards the Judgment. Seat, Enjoy, cry d he, inhumane Tyrant, 
addreſſing himſelf to Euarehus, thy bloody Conqueſt; go home, and in 
thy Pride of Cruelty boaſt, that thou had'tt a Power to triumph over My. 
ldorus; let thy Flatterers dedicate a Wreath of Lawrels to thee for thy 
mighty Deeds, in that thou haſt wich thy own Voice denounc'd the 
Death of thoſe who claim the neareſt Kindred to thy Blood: As to my 
Part in the black Tragedy, be well aſſur d, that the Theſſalians will 
ſee it amply puniſh'd, and my Death cannot be more unjuſt to me, 
than you will find it bitter to your ſelf; nor am I fallen fo low, as 
to accept or ſue for Life to him who would ſo unjuſtly deprive me 
of it; but all that I would now ſue for, is, the Safety of this gal- 
lant Youth, thy meritorious Son: Nature and Merit both, one wou'd 
think, ſhou'd plead for him; but if thy harden'd Heart is deaf to 
the Remonſtrances of both, yet for thy own Honour's Sake, reflect 
how ill thy Subjects, who have an equal Right in him, will brook 
the Slaughter ; to the remoteſt Corners of the Earth the Fame of this 
ſad Story will be heard, and all ſucceeding Records will declare, 
that, Tyrant-like, thou prey it on thy own Bowels. In theſe and 
ſuch like keen Invectives, he would have proceeded ; when Pyrocles, 
who had heard him not without great Emotion, interrupted him, beg. 
ging him not to injure him fo far, as to load his Father with oppro- 
brious Language, but remember that their Misfortunes were owing 
to their own Behaviours, and not to his Injuſtice; and that ſuch an 
Impatience argued a wavering from that Reſolution which they be- 
fore had form'd, to meet the ſharpeſt Dangers with an Equality of 
Mind. Then turning to Euarchus, he kneeld down to him, and hold- 
ing up his Hands in Vehemence of Paſſion, If, Sir, ſaid he, my fer- 
vent Prayers and Wiſhes, which I have hourly addreſs'd to the Om- 
nipotent, coud have prevaild on them to have granted that End 
whereto I have directed all my Actions, I ſhou'd now have ſtood a 
Comfort of your Age, tho' not ſo manifeſt a Witneſs of your Juſtice ; 
EY but 
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Moderniz'd by Mrs. STANLEY. 509 
but ſince it hath ſo pleas'd the heavenly Powers, in their unmeaſura- 
ble Wiſdoms, to overthrow all the Deſire J had to be a Comfort to 
your Age, and fix d me a Mark of Infamy in my unhappy Family, 
the laſt and only Proof they have lefr me of my Obedience, is with- 
out murmuring to receive my Death at your Command; and that I 
ſhall moſt willingly ſubmit to: But, O my Father, if yet that 
render Name has any Influence o'er you, vouchſafe with generous 
Compaſſion to hear my dying Words, and grant my laſt Requeſt ; be- 


lieve me, tis not for my ſelf I wou'd exert them, and what you owe 


to Juſtice, will by my Death be fully cancell'd ; my Blood will well 
atone for all thoſe Crimes which I alone was the Occaſion of, and 


fully ſatisfy che Vengeance of Arcadia; ſave then the eyer-virtuous 


Muſidorus, nor imbrue your Hands in Blood that ne'cr can be waſh'd 
off: How will you meet the keen and juſt Reproaches of your dar- 
ling Siſter, when you ſhall have adjudg'd her only Son ro Death, 
and with mercileſs Hands remov'd the Prop and Pillar of her Age; 
and in Reward for all the mighty Tenderneſs which in your greateſt 
Need ſhe ſhew'd to me, you doom her Offspring to an untimely Grave: 
Nor is that all, the Injury done to the whole Theſſalian Nation you ne'er 


can cancel; your Peõple will enjoy your Preſence when I'm no more, and 


in Concurrence with you, very ſoon affix the Settlement to a more 
worthy Succeſſor; but that helpleſs Kingdom is in him bereft of all 


their Hopes; give them not Cauſe to curſe the Hour of their Alli- 


ance with our Macedon ; I was the Source of all this Miſchief; in 
me then reſt the Puniſhment; and if my Death can make Atonement 
for my Crimes, refuſe me not the laſt Petition I can ever make : Ler 
Muſidorus live, and then in him Pyrocles will ſurvive, nor ſhall you 
want a Child to ſuccour and ſupport your Age. A Child! haſtily in- 
terrupted Muſidorns ; and can'ſt thou think ſo meanly of me, as that J 
woud acknowledge him a Parent that has been the Murderer of Py- 
rocles > Sure thou knowelt little of thy Muſidorus, to think he wou'd 
{ſurvive thy Loſs on any Terms, much leſs ſuch baſe ignoble Ones as 
the Friendſhip of thy Murderer. Thus theſe two generous Friends 
employ d the Remnant of their Time in interceding for each other; 
but Euarchus, whoſe ſteady Judgment was not to be mov'd by the 
Influence of any Paſſion, with trembling Limbs roſe from his Sear, 
and calling to Philanax and the two other Noblemen at firſt ap- 
pointed, he order d them, without farther Heſitation, to ſee their 
Charge perform'd : But while they were delaying,” unwilling to take 
the cruel Office on them, ſome of the People who ſtood neareſt the 
Duke's Body, heard from under the Velvet-Pall a Voice like Groan- 
ing; which Voice calling their Eyes upon it, they in a very little 


Time perceiv'd it ſtir. This Action wrought differently on their 


frighted Senſes ;. ſome began to apprehend a Ghoſt ; others expected 
ſome Miracle to be perform'd ; but moſt of them fear'd they knew not 


what; till Philanax and Kallander; whoſe honeſt Hearts were moſt _ 
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attentive, tho' upon different Views, leap d nimbly to the Bier, and flinging 
off the Cover, found, to their equal Joy and Wonder, that the King liv'd ; 
the Draught which he had taken proving neither, as Cynecia firſt ima- 
gined, a Love Philter, nor, as ſhe after thought, a deadly Poyſon, 
but a Drink wrought with ſuch curious Art, as wou'd procure ſo ſtrong 
a Sleep for thirty Hours, as ſhou'd entirely ſuppreſs all Signs of Life. 


The Occaſion of this Potion's being firſt made, was, a late Princeſs of 
| Cyprus, Grand-mother to Gynecia, who beyond all Bounds of Reaſon 


was poſſeſſed with an irreſiſtleſs Paſſion for a young Nobleman be- 
longing to the Court, who had not Spirit ta hazard his Life in ſuch 
an Enterprize, and therefore avoided eyery Overture ſhe made him; 
which ſhe perceiving, ſhe ordered ſuch a Draught to be made ready, 
and bribing one of his Servants to give it him in the Stead of ſome 
other Cordial, as ſoon as it began to work, ſhe had him convey'd in- 
to a Summer-houſe belonging to the Palace-Garden ; where ſhe herſelf 
waited his coming to himſelf, and then aſſured him, that if he would 


not immediately marry her, and, in a Bark ſhe had provided, fly with 


her from her Father's Power, that ſhe would raiſe the Court, and ſwear 
that in that private Place he had attempted ro violate her Honour. 
The Nobleman, drove to ſuch a Strait, at laſt ſubmitted to her Wiſhes, 
eſcaped the Realm with her, and after ſuffering ſome few Hardſhips, 
found Means to reconcile her Father, who died, and left him in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Kingdom. The Queen remembring the Uſe that Drink 


had been to her, preſerved ſome of it in a Bottle, with the Inſcription 


before repeated; which being wrongly interpretted by her Daughter- 
in-Law, the Queen of Cyprus, ſhe gave it to Cynecia upon her Mar- 
riage. Baſilius Age made it lock up his Senſes ſome Hours longer 
than it would have done a younger Perſon; and when he began to re- 
vive, it was a conſiderale Time e er he could entirely come to himſelf, 
but the Moment he was perfectly recovered, Euarobus, more delight- 
ed than if he had been preſented with the World's Monarchy to be 


rid of that Authority, which had given him ſo much real Pain, came 


from his Throne, and reſigning to him his Right, with ſome Difficulty 
explained to him all the paſt Accidents : But long it was cer he cou'd 
be perſuaded that Ze/mane was not a Woman; till at laſt reflecting on 
the Oracle, which was now indeed fulfild, he grew more ſatisfyd; 
and after ſome few farther Enquiries, he ſent to have Cynecia immedi- 
ately brought to him, who imagined the Summons was to her deſtin'd 


End; and being come, he before all the People recounted the Praiſes 


of her wondrous Vertue, who had not only with unexampled Tenderneſs 
and Duty behaved to him all his Life, but was content to ſuffer an 
unmerited and ignominious Death, that ſhe might follow him to the 
Grave; aſſuring them, that he himſelf was the ſole Occaſion of his ta- 
king that pernicious Drink; and with all the publick Marks of Love 
and Tenderneſs he implored her Pardon, and acknowledged his own ' 
Errors; and embracing her, left her to receive the moſt uniyerſal Ap- 


_ plauſes 
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plauſes that ever any Princeſs e the World ſuſtained, none 
ever being able to charge her with the leaſt Flaw in her whole Chara- 
cter, except Fyrocles and Philoclea, who were too generous ever to 
betray her; ſo uncertain is humane Judgment, that the ſame Perſon 
in one revolving Day ſhould be depreſs d beneath the vileſt Criminal, 
then exalted almoſt beyond Perfection, and neither juſtly. Baſilius and 
Euarchus ſoon agreed to the mutual Happineſs of their Children. 
Philanax was ever held in the moſt high Eſteem for his approved 
Truth and Loyalty; and tho exerted againſt himſelf, the gallant Muſi- 
dorus not only forgave his Zeal, but confirmed his Honours to him af- 
ter Baſilius Death; nor was the generous: Kallander forgot. Thus on 
all Sides their late Misfortunes turned to Bleſſings : The Royal Lovers 
received the Recompence of their paſt Cares ; and found the Truth of 
what has been ſo long aſſerted, that Time and Aſſiduity (at leaſt in 
Love) will conquer every Difficulty, and pay us double Intereſt for 
every Diſappointment which we have or can endure. 


[4 


The End of the Fourth and Laſt Book. 
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